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V 


fo  the  Honourable  the  Lord 

N  E  VV  B  U  R  G  E. 

ONE   OF    HIS 

MAJESTIES 

mofl  honourable  frivie  Councell  and  charts 
ccllour  of  the  Ducchy  c/"Lancafter. 

MTLorJ^  I  may  perhaps  he  thought  Jbefides  the 
boldriejfe,  to  be  guilty  of  abfurdityjn  offer^ 
ing  a  Tranjlation  to  him  whofo  exaflly  under/land- 
eth  the  Originall^is^  one  who  tf  he  had  a  mind  to  fee 
holp  it  ^ould  look  in  EHgHfl?^were  able  tofet  a  much 
fairer  glofs  upon  it^thcn  Ihaye  doneiyet  my  Lord^this 
abfwdity  may  have  a  good  colour  ;  for  it  may  not  hi 
unpleafing  to  you  to  fee  your  own  perfeftim  in  the 
glaffe  of  another  s  imperfeflionjeeing  even  the  befl 
Diamonds feem  to  take  a  pleafure  in  haVmg  offoiles, 
^e fides  J I  have  my  choice  of  another  colour^  for  be- 
ing to  topaffe  a  world  ofha:^v'd  in  the  cenfure  of  the 
world,  Jam  willing  topaj^e  the  pikes  at firjl^  and 
account  this  done^  having  once  pafsed yours.  And  to- 


^  ,  ,    Tht  Epiftle  Dedicatory.  ^ 

wards  it^  my  Lord^  I  have  two  comforts .  one  for  the 
Reader y  that  the  Authours  gold  is  Jo  much  aver 
l^eight^thdt  thtgh  much  he  loU  in  the  meltings  yet 
it  holds  out  weight  enough  fiill^  to  make  it  currant : 
th^  other  Joy  my/elf  that  by  this  meanes  1  mity  have 
a  tejlimony  remaining  in  the  l^orld^  hotl?  much  I  ho- 
nour ym^  ajid  in  how  high  a  degree  I  mo  [I  affe^ 
flionately  am^ 


Your  Lordffilps 
bumble  Sef-v^m 

Richard    Baker, 


A   T A- 


1 


^  :if 


TO  THE  LORD 

CARDINALL 

%^I  CHELI  EV, 

fJMy   LORD, 

Here  prefent  you  Mounfieur  B/ilz.ac*s  Letters,  which 
may  well  be  teimcd  new  ones,  even  after  the  eighth 
Edition  ;  for  though  they  have  long  fince  been  in  pof- 
feflion  ofpublick  favour,  yet  I  may  jurtly  fay,  this  is 
the  fiift  time  their  Authour  hath  avouched  them.  The 
advantagious  Judgement  you  have  delivered  of  him,  and  the  ar- 
dor wherewith  all  France  hath  followed  your  approbation,  well 
defervcthhisbed  endeavours  toward  the  perfedlionating  fo  ex- 
cellent things :  I  have  been  folicitous  to  draw  him  to  this  labour, 
to  the  end  the  world  might  know?  that  if  I  be  not  worthy  the 
fhare  I  have  in  his  refpe6ls,  yet  that  I  have  at  Icaft  been  wife  e- 
nough  to  make  rightufeof  my  good  fortune,  and  tocaufe  itto  be- 
come ferviceable  to  the  glory  of  my  Countrcv.  But  truly,  were 
he  malkrofhis  body,  or  did  his  maladies  afford  him  liberty  of 
fpirit,  he  would  not  fuffer  any  but  himfelf  to  fpeak  in  this  caufe ; 
and  his  pen  performing  no  flight  ails,  would  have  co:i  liberated 
his  own  labours,  and  the  wonders  they  have  produced.  But 
fince  evils  have  no  prefixed  time  of  durance,  and  in  that  all  the 
good  interims  which  hereafter  may  befall  him,  are  wholly  to  bc> 
imploycd  in  his  Book,  The  ?riKCc\  \  elhem^d  it  to  fmall  purpofc 
to  attend  his  health  in  this  bufinefTe,  and  that  it  was  now  no 
longer  any  time  to  deferre  the  purging  of  thefe  curious  Letters 
from  fuch  blcmifhes  as  illimprcfTions  had  left  upon  them.  They 
fhall  therefore  non  appear  in  the  parity  wherein  they  were  con- 
ceived, and  with  all  their  natural!  ornaments :  Belides,  I  have 
^ddeddivcrs  letters  of  his,  not  as  yet  come  to  light,  which  may 
ferve  as  a  fubjed  of  greater  fatisfadion  to  all  men,  and  be  as  a 
rccompenfe  of  the  honour  wherewith  he  hath  colle6led  the  for- 
mer. AndtrulyC  my  Lord)  had  it  been  pofTible to  place  in  the 


Vron- 


/  ^'^i 


To  th  CardinalL  ""^ 

Frontifpiece  of  this  Book?  a  more  illuftrous  name  then  yourS^ 
or  fhould  Mounlieur  de  Balz,ac*s  inclination'  and  mine  hive, 
been  farrefrom  any  fuch  intention,  yet  would  not  the  order  of 
things,  or  the  law  of  decency  have  permitted  any  other  refle- 
dion,then  whati  now  make :  Ifpeak  not  at  this  prelent,  of  that 
dazeling  greatneiTe  whereunto  youaic  elevated,  nor  of  that  fo 
rare  and  neceffary  vertue,  which  rightly  to  recognize,  the  great- 
eft  King  on  earth  hath  efteemed  himfelf  not  to' be  over  able.  I 
Will  only  lay,  I  had  reaibn  to  lubmit  an  eloquence  produced  in 
the  fhade?  and  formed  in  iblitarinelTe,  to  this  other  eloquence 
quicknedboth  with  voice  and  adtion,  caufing  you  to  reign  in 
iovereignity  at  all  afiemblies.  Certainly,  my  Lord,  you  are  more 
powetfull  by  this  incomparable  quality,  then  by  the  authority 
wherein  the  King  hath  placed  you :  The  only  accent  of  your 
voice  hath  a  hidden  property,  to  charm  all  fuch  as  hearken  unto 
you;  none  can  bepofleffed  with  any  fowilfuU  paflions,  who 
vvill  not  be  appealed  by  the  realbns  you  propound ;  and  after  you 
have  fpoken,  you  willatall  times  remain  mailer  of  that  part  of 
man,n6wayfubjev!rttothe  worlds  order>  and  which  hath  not 
any  dependency  upon  lawfuU power,  or  tyrannicall  ufurpation. 
Tliis  is  a  truch,  my  Lord,  as  well  known  ai  your  name,  and 
which  you  fo  folidly  confirmed  at  the  lall:  allembly  of  the  Nota- 
bles j  as  chat  m  the  great  diverfity  of  humours  and  judgements^ 
whcicofitwascompofed, there  was perad venture  this-^only  point 
well  refolved  on,  ThM  you  are  the  mofl  ehqaent  metn  livings 
This  being  true,  I  can  no  way  doubt,  but  the  perufall  of  this 
Book  I  oifer  unto  you,  will  extraordinarily  content  you,  and 
tiiatycu  Will  be  pleafed  to  retiie  thither,  fometimes  to  recreate 
your  fpirics  after  agitation,  and  to  fufpend  thofe  great  thoughts^ 
who  have  for  their  obje61:the  good  of  all  Etiro^e.  It  is  a  book? 
my  Lord,  wherein  you  fhall  find  no  common  thing  but  the  Ti- 
tle ;  (  where  entertaining  fome  particular  perfon  )  Mounlieur  de 
Balz^ac  reades  Leflbns  to  all  men  ',  and  where  amidll  the  beauty 
of  Complements  and  dexterity  of  Jeaiting^  he  often  teacheth  of 
the  moit  fublime  point  of  Philofophy :  I  mean  not  that  wrang- 
ling part  thereof  which  rejecileth  neceffary  verities,  to  feek  after 
unprofitable  ones,  which  cannot  cxcrcife  the  underltanding 
without  provoking  pallions,  norfpeak  of  moderation  without 
diitempei'jand  putting  the  foul  intodifoider :  Butof  tbat^where- 
-  .  by 


of  Richelieu, 

by  Pericles  heretofore  made  ^  himfelf  maftcr  of  Athens^  and 
wherev\ith  Epaminondas  railed  himfelf  to   the  prime  place  ef 
Greece :  which  tempereth  the  manners  of  particulars,  reguiatedi 
the  obligation  of  Princes,  and  necclTarily  hrin^^eth  with  it  the  fe- 
licity of  all  States  where  they  command. 'This  book  will  make  it 
apparent  even  to  your  enemies,  that  your  life  hath  been  at  all 
times  equally  admirable,  though  not  alwayes  alike  glorious:How 
you  haveconferved  the  opinion  of  your  vertue,  even  in  the  time 
of  your  hardcrt  fortunes,  and  how  in  the  gveatelt  fury  ofthetem- 
peR,and  in  the  moft  extreme  violence  of  your  affairs,  the  inte- 
grity of  your  adiions  hath  never  been  reduced  to  the  onlytefti- 
monyofyourconfcience.  To  conclude.  It  is  in  this  Book,  my 
Lord,  where  I  fuppofe  you  will  be  pleafcd  to  read  the  prelages 
of  your  prefent  greatnefle,  and  what  hath  been  foretold ;  not  by 
Afirologicall  Rulesyor  the  afpedl  of  fomc Conftellation,  but  by 
atrue  difccurfe  founded  upon  the  maximes  of  Realon,  and  ex- 
perience of  things  palt;  cauiing  himtoprelume>  that  God  hath 
not  conferred  iuch  extraordinary  endowments  upon  you,  to  bt 
for  ever  encloiliercd  within  your  fclf :    And  that  he  hath  loved 
Fr^;/^^  better,  then  to  deprive  her  of  the  good  you  ough:  to  pro- 
cure her.  But  all  thefe  verities  fhall  one  day  be  comprifcd  in  thar 
work  the  King,  by  your  mouth,  my  Lord,  hath  commanded 
Mounfieurde  Balzjac  to  undertake, and  which  one  >car  of  la- 
furc  will  effccl.  There  fhall  it  be,  where  he  will  caufeall  men  to 
conferte,  that  to  have  thepcurtradl  of  a  perfect  Prince,  the  reign 
of  fo  great  a  Monarch  as  ours, is  to  be  attended  ;  that  the  Divine 
Providence  never  fliewed  it  felf  more  apparantly,  then  in  the 
condudof  hisdedgnesjand  in  the  event  of  his  enterprifes;  and 
how  Heaven  hath  fo  farrc  declared  it  felf  in  his  favour,  tiui': 
were  his  (tate  affauked  on  all  fides,  and  all  ordinary  meanes  <  . 
defence  ftiould  fail  him  ;  he  hath  vertue  fufHcient  to  fave  himlclt', 
and  perform  miracles.  Now  as  you  arc  the  prime  intelligence  of 
his  Councell,  and  your  cogitations  the  firft  caufes  of  the  good  ic- 
folutions  therein  taken,  you  are  not  to  doubt,  my  Lord,  but  you 
likewife  pofTefTethe  principall  place  therein?  after  his  Majelly  ; 
and  that  you  participate  more  then  any  other  of  his  triumphs. 
There ihall  you  be  revenged  of  allthofe  wretched  writings  yon 
have  formerly  fleighted  ••  There  the  fpirits  of  all  men  fhall  be  fatil  - 
,  j[i^d  in  the  j  ultice  of  your  deportments?  and  calumny  it  felf  wil  1 

thcic 


To  the  CardmdllcfRichelieH. 

there  be  fo  powerfully  convinced,  that  to  cry  down  fo  le^alla 
government  as  yours,  ill  affeaed  French-men',  and  thole  (han- 
gers enemies  to  this  Crown,  will  find  no  further  pretext  in  af- 
fairs, nor  credulity  among  men.  And  truly,  when  I  C  on  the 
onchde  )confider  how  fatall  it  is  to  thofe  who  govern>  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  envy  of  great  ones,  and  complaints  of  meaner  per- 
sons, and  how  Publick  affairs  have  this  fatality,  as  how  pure  foe- 
ver  the  adminiftration  of  the  relt  be,  they  ftill  afford  fufficient  co- 
lour to  calumny,!o  difguife  them  and  caufe  them  to  appear  un  juft. 
And  on  the  odierfidccwhen  I  confider  that  to  guide  this  State  is  no 
leue  then  tomanagea  body  having  no  onz  found  part; and  how 
there  is  no  fickperfon  who  doth  not  fometimes  murmure  againll 
his  Phyiician  ;  I  dare  be  confident  (my  Lord^that  fuch  a  man  as 
Monfieur  dc  BjiUac  will  not  prove  unufefull  unto  you,and  that 
the  lufter  of  your  adions,  and  glory  of  your  life  fliall  receive  no 
diminution  in  his  hands.  I  would  fay  more,  did  I  not  fear  to  dif- 
oblige  him  in  commending  him,  or  if  I  believed  him  to  be  lb  sreat 
a  fejf  admirer  as  his  enemies  figure  him  unto  us.  But  I  who  have 
fufficiently  (tudicdhimtoknow  him,  and  who  am  acquainted 
with  his  rnoft  fccret  Inclinations,  and  the  moft  particular  conce- 
ptions he  hath  in  bis  foul,  and  of  a  far  different  opinion  to  theirs. 
I  will  therefore  relf  there  ( my  Lord)  and  not  to  caufe  you  to  loofe 
more  time,  and  to  the  end  you  may  thelboner  enjoy  the  enter- 
tainment, this  excellent  Book  prepareth  for  you:  IwiUfatisfie 
my  felfin  letting  you  know,that  I  elkem  not  my  fclf  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  formerly  I  did,  fince  I  have  happened  upon  fo  fair  an  oc- 
cafion>  to  let  you  know  that  I  am^ 

My  Lordy 

Toitr  thrice  humble-)  a,nd 

moft  obedient  ferv4fJty 

Si  L  B  O  N. 


THE 


THE 

PREFACE 

Upon  the  Letters  of 
^SMounftcur  de    "BALZAC: 

By  Mouufieur  de  la 

AioTTE       AlGRON. 


Doubt  not  but  amongft  thofe  who  fliall  fee 
thefe  Works  fome  there  arc  vsho  will  cfteem 
them  worthy  a  more  advantagious  Title 
then  that  of  Utters,  as  well  in  regard  of  the 
greatneflc  of  thofe  things  therein  frequently 
handled,as  in  rcfpcd  oft  he  cxadneffe  where- 
with they  feem  to  have  been  compofed  :  But  as  1  willingly  ex- 
cufc  thole,  who  with  unapt  complements  imagine  they  have 
compofed  a  good  Letter ;  nor  do  any  more  blame  fuch  as  there- 
in never  digrefle  from  their  particular  aflfairs ;  fo  muft  1  like- 
wife  acknowledge,that  fuch  writings  as  thefe,  having  not  been 
made  with  any  intention  to  be  put  in  Print,  the  World  might 
Well  have  paffed  without  them  :  And  that  it  is  onely  allowed 
to  the  Germtms  to  give  account  to  the  age  they  live  in,  and  to 
pofterity  forfooth,  concerning  the  affairs  and  fortunes  of  their 

particular 
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particular  families,  and  of  the  filly  a^s  of  their  Colleagues 
Truly  ic  is  an  errour  to  believe,  thac  grave  aod  folcmn  fubje^ts 
are  to  be  baniflied   out  of  all  Letters,   or  that  even  elo- 
quence ought  but  flackly  therein  to  appear  ;  and  that  the  Ma- 
jefly  of  both  thefe  is  onely  referved  for  Pulpits  and  Panegyridc 
Orations  ^as  though  valour  never  appeared  fave  only  in  pitch'd 
Battels ;  and  that  in  fingleCombates  it  were  lawful!  to  run  a- 
vvay,or  that  virtue  therein  were  utterlyunuferullbecaufe  it  hath 
fewer  witneffes^neitiier  is  fo  fully  regarded :  But  befides  that, we 
are  no  longer  in  thofe  times  wherein  the  State  gcvernment  was 
publickly  queflioned, where  the  Oiatours  forced  cheLieutenants 
generall  of  armies  to  render  account  of  their  feverail  charges; 
and  that  confequently,  there  is  no  more  any  means  remaining 
to  become  eloquent  in  that  kind  :  Yet  are  there  reafons,where- 
by  we  miy  underrtand  the  merit  of  Litters  to  be  of  no  leflfe  re- 
gaid  then  chat  of  Orations.  Howbeit,  if  there  be  any  necellity 
CO  find  fome  difference  between  thefe  ;  this  at  leaft  can  neither 
be  in  regard  of  the  dignity  of  the  Subje6l$,the  for(;q  of  Reafons> 
the  giacefulnefsof  Dircourres,nor  in  the  fublimity  of  Conceits. 
To  IpeaK  truth,  when  I  confider  the  Orations  yet^^gmaining  a- 
mongthe  ruines  of  former  ajges,  fome  w'hereof^4«^  jublickly 
pronounced, others  onely  penned  ;  I  am  lb  farrc  ^^^'dmirlng 
any  advantage  they  have  over  thofe  Letters  now  ex^nt  among 
us, both  of  the  fame  Authours  and  Ages,  as  I  do  not  fo  much  as 
wonder  at  all,  how  the  firft  haying  been  armed  with  dif- 
courfc  and  voice,  together  with  the  geliure  and   motion  of 
the  body,  have   produced  fuch  prodigious  effeds  as  wc  all 
know  and  have  fo  often,  as  it  were  by  main  force,  extorted  the 
confents  of  all  hearers ;  yet  the  fecond,  though  they  had  not  the 
like  armes  and  allure.nents  have  notwichftanding  not  been  any 
way  deficient^   Tliofe  fmooth  Exordiums  whereby  they  pre- 
pare, and  put  themfelves  by  eafie  accedes,  as  it  were  intopof- 
lelilon  ofxhe  Readers,  thole  Hraites  and  paflages  whereby  they 
ccndu(5t  the  fpiritsof  men  from  plealant  to  painfull,  and  from 
gricvous,to  gracious  objc6ls,to  the  end  that  hayingin  a  manner 
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fliakcn  and  caftthcm  out  of  their  former  ftations,  they  may 
afterwards  force  them  to  fall  on  what  fide  they  pleafe.  Surely 
all  thefe  advantages  are  fo  peculiar  to  Orations,  as  I  ingeniouf- 
ly  confefle,  Letters  do  not  !b  much  as  know  what  they  mean. 
In  thefe,  we  enter  at  the  firft  da{h  upon  the  matter,  nor  do  we 
fcarccat  any  time,  quit  the  fame  ;  the  rcafons go  altogether 
alone  without  a ffiftance,  and  all  the  ornament  allowed  them 
isonely  freed ome  of  conceptions,  the  fecundity  of  langua^^e, 
and  that  they  pa {Te  not  promi feu oufly.  But  as  concerning  the 
Subjects,  they  are  common  to  both  kinds  of  writings,  and  it  is 
an  errour  to  imagine^  there  are  iome  particular  to  the  one,  that 
the  other  cannot  touch  upon  the  fame  without  injury  thereunto. 
Upon  the  matter,  Pancgyrickdifcourles,  Apologies,Confulta- 
tions  Judgements  upon  Morall  adions,  whether  good  or  bad 
opinions  and  cenfures  upon  occurrcnts>of  thofe  which  pleafc,and 
tfiofc  we  ought  to  dete(i,yea  even  indifferent  accidents  ;  briefly 
whatlbever  may  fall  into  dilcourfe,  and  under  reafon,  are  the 
objc6ls  of  Letters  :  So  we  fee,  the  greateft  and  moft  important 
myfteries  of  our  religion  have  been  left  unto  us  in  Letters.  All 
the  wifdome  of  the  Pagans  is  contained  in  thofc  o^ Seneca^  and 
weovvetothofeC/r^rfl  wroteto  his  friends,  the  knowlcdecof 
thcfcc^ts,^d  certain  inducements  which  caulcd  theoreateft 
rcvbliitiins  the  world  hath  ever  knoWn,to  wit  the  f}iakin<y  ard 
fubverfion  ot  the  %^man  Reipnlflick^i  we  are  therefore  to  con- 
feffe  Oratorical  Treatifes  to  have  no  other  fubje6l  then  Letters: 
and  that  if  there  be  any  difFerencc,  it  is  none  other  then  what  is 
obferved  between  our  ancient  Seas.and  thofe  not  difcovercd  unto 
us  till  in  our  fathers  times.  The  latter  are  no  leffc  deep  then  the 
other ;  they  are  capable  of  the  like  (hipping ;  their  ebbes,  and 
floods  are  neither  more  jufl^nor  lefie  uncertain ;  and  all  the  dif- 
ference difcoyered  between  ihemi^  oneij-this,  that  the  winds 
toffc  not  thofe  in  like  Ibrt  as  it '^th  ours,  and  in  that  they  are 
feldomc  or  never  lubjed  «^^^J^  ^o  liormes,or  tempcfts.  In  like 
uaanner  it  being  wir^'^  ^he  power  and  capacity  of  Letters  to 
tjcat  of  tljc  lame  •■-''i^Ss?  how  much  more  eminent  and  excellent 
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leevcr  one  may  conceive  them  to  bs  then  any  other  kind  of  wri- 
tings, yet  do  they  not  indeed  receive  thofe  extraordinary  moti- 
ons which  appear  in  Orations,  fincc  neither  the  like  height  of 
excefle^nor  the  lame  Enthufiafmes  or  raptures  are  herein  found  ; 
In  a  word,  it  is  a  more  middle  beauty,  and  a  more  calm  elo- 
quence. Andfurely,  if  the  fubjci^  we  make  ufe  of  be  as  illu- 
ftrious  as  the  perfon  before  whom  we  are  to  handle  it,were  it  not 
as  much  as  to  abule  both  the  one  and  the  other,  to  come  (liort   ; 
ki  our  expreflions  :  Since  the  adion  ought  neither  to  be  pub- 
iick,nor  general!,  if  you  intend  to  performe  it  negligently,  and    | 
not  to  allow  it  all  the  ornaments  whereof  it  is  capable.  And    i 
who  can  doubt  that  Cicero  being  to  make  an  Oration  before    | 
C^y^r.after  the  change  of  the  Common-  wealth5had  not  a  grca-    i 
ter  apprehenfion,and  prepared  not  himfelf  with  more  fludious    ; 
care,  then  if  he  had  onely  fpokcn  to  that  beaft  with  an  hundred 
hcads.he  had  (b  often  led  after  his  own  Phantafie,  and  whereof 
he  was  in  fo  full  pofleflion  fo  long  before,  as  to  caule  them  to 
cake  the  part  beft  pleaiing  unto  him.  In  thefe  laft  occafions>and 
in  the  prefence  of  diis  man  alone,he  knew  with  whom  he  had  to 
do  :  Now  had  he  been  timer ous,  or  fearfull  to  fail  before  hiis 
Mafter^yet  impute  not  this  apprehenfion  of  bis  to  proceed  either 
out  of  confideration  be  had  of  his  greatncffe,  nor  from  the  re- 
flections upon  thole  things  he  came  co  accomplifli :  But  it  was 
in  that  he  confidercd  him  as  a  man  no  leffe  veried  in  the  art  of 
well-  fpeaking  then  himiclf,  and  who  had  heretofore  cpntribufed  | 
to  the  rtudy  of  this  fcknce,  fo  many  rare  gifts  of  fpirit,  and  fo 
many  faire  endowments  of  nature,  that  had  he  not  afterward 
efteemed  it  more  noble  to  conquer  pien  by  armes,  then  to 
convince  tVv^m  by  arguments,  and  if  of  the  two  moft  excellent 
excrcil'es  of  tl:/.«;  life ,  his  fortune ,   and  the  famoufeefle  of 
his  courage,  had  i\ot  cAufcd  him  to  make  choife  Q't  the  for- 
aier,  he  might  eafily  have  difpuccd  for  the  glory  of  the  j^t» 
ter  with  him.  Or  were  it  fo  that  tik;  excellent  Oratour  might 
at  this  day  return  into  the  world,  and  ^t^  pcrfonally,  or  by  bis 
Pen  to  dilcoutfc  with  tl^ofe  cyvo  great  CardhAUs  to  whom  the 
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moft  part  of  thefe  Letters  arc  addre(i,ic  is  doc  probable,  coming 
to  know  them  as  we  do,  that  he  would  imploy,  and  contribute 
a  more  exa^l  ftudy  and  folicitude,  then  when  he  was  onelyto 
plcafe  a  multitude  of  ignorant  PlebetanSyZnA  to  fpeak  to  all  that 
labble  of  ancienc^^jw^ywe  fhall  yet  again  be  amazed  at  the  per- 
fc(ftion  of  thefe  Letters,  fome  whereof  are  written  to  the  King, 
;and  appointed  to  be  read  (  as  in  truth  they  were  )  with  admi- 
ration in  full  counfell,  and  a  great  part  of  the  reli  addreffcd  to 
the  moft  eminent  perfons  of  outage.  To  Ipeak  truth  we  may 
juflly  fay,  this  is  the  firft  time  any  thing  of  perfe(^ion  hath  ap- 
peared in  cur  language ;  fo  that  if  of  all  our  ancient  eloquence 
there  be  ought  worthy  of  efteem  in  any  equality  with  this,  ic 
may  be  that  with  much  labour  you  (hall  produce  fome  one 
.Letter :  For  of  all  fuch  who  have  hitherto  written,  we  may  af- 
firmc,  that  the  moft  fortunate  among  them,  when  they  made 
thoifeoffubjeds  able  to  lubfift  ofthemfelves,havc  not  been  ab- 
folutely  condemnable,and  that  amidft  their  writings,thefolidi- 
ty  of  learning, and  the  favagencffe  of  language  (to  wit)  the  good 
and  evill did  equally  appear.  But  when  at  any  time  they  fell 
upon  fubjeC^s  where  eloquence  onely  Iwayed  the  Scepter,  there 
tiuly  It  was  where  fortune  forfook  them,  and  where  the  fecble- 
ncfle  of  their  proper  forces  was  manifeftly  perceived,if  they  were 
not  fome  way  aflifled  by  ftrange  tongues.  Seme  of  thcm(to  fay 
the  truth  )  have  doubted  what  way  rhey  were  to  cake,  and  have 
firivcn  xo  ihcw  it  to  others,though  themfelves  were  not  in  it.  la 
a  word,  the  greateft  glory  thofe  gained  who  have  written  with 
moft  perfci^ion  and  purity,  is  onely  that  which  nature  hath  re- 
fer ved  for  women,  to  which  fex  eminent  ad  ions  being  denied,  ic 
fecmeth  they  perform  fufficient  if  they  abftain  from  evil  doing. 
But  to  fay  that  any  hath  joyned  Art  to  abundance,  and  min- 
gled milancfle  with  Majeliy,  or  hath  raifed  his  flilewichouc 
eithct  loofing  himfelf,  or  ftraying  from  his  fubjed,  that  is  ic 
which  in  ttuth  We  could  not  fee  till  this  prefent.  And  qucftion- 
kffe  thefe  brave  and  generous  formes  of  difcourie,  and  thole 
grcac  and  ftrange  coaceptions  wherevvich  thefe  Letters  were  (b 
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cufioufly,limcd,and  fo  plentifully  graced,  have  been  vcryflcn- 
dcrly  known  in  proceeding  ages:  This  very  order,  and  this 
number,  whereof  every  tongue  is  not  capable,  and  wherein 
ours  owes  nothing  to  the  Latine,  and  which  appeares  in  all  his 
words,  though  diverfly,  and  as  their  gender  requires,  do  righc 
haply  appear  in  this  place,  though  the  moft  part  of  writers  be- 
fore him  have  efteemed  thefc  perfe^ions  of  Imall  importance ; 
yetnotwithttanding  ,  without  the  helpeof  tkcfc  tWo  great  (c- 
crets,  nether  ornaments  of  Art,  nor  graces  of  Nature,  can  be 
but  in  part  pleafing ;  nor  can  all  the  reafons  the  World  can  al- 
ledoe  perfwad  a  Very  woman  refoluing  to  rcfifl:  And  to  fpcakc 
ferioufly  ,they  are  no  leffeneceffary  among  excellent  difcourfes, 
and  conceits,  then  difcipline  amongft  Souldiers,without  which, 
courage  is  of  no  etfea,  and  valour  moft  commonly  proveth 
unprofitable.  As  for  me  who  have  known  the  Auchour  from 
both  our  infancies,  and  who  better  then  all  others,  can  dcpofe 
in  what  faOiion  he  effeaeth  his  labours ;  bcfides.knowing  the 
great  advantage  he  hath  over  all  thofe  who  write  at  this  day  : 
I  haue  ever  thought  that  if  any  were  able  to  raife  our  Language 
to  the  merit  and  reputation  of  fuch  Eloquence,  wercwith  the 
.Ancients  were  adorned.it  (hould  be  to  him  alone  to  whom  our 
aoeoweth  this  glory.  Nordoldoubt,  butthecomparifonco- 
mina  in  queftion  at  this  prefent,  between  thefe  his  writings,  and 
tho(e  of  others  ;  the  difference  will  be  eafily  difcovcred,  affu- 
rina  my  fclf,  that  all  fplrits  will  difpole  themfelves  to  be  ranged 
hcran  to  mine  opinion  and  voluntarily  to  give  way  thereunto. 
As  for  my  lelf,  who  read  the  Ancients  with  all  relpe^  due  unto 
them,andthe  Moderns  without  any  prejudicate  opinion,  do 
notwithftanding  confeffe,  thatalllcan  conceive  in  others  is  fo 
far  fliort  of  the  merit  of  thefe  Letters,  that  abftrading  from  the 
pafTion  I  am  pofleffed  with,both  for  them,  and  their  Authour, 
hardly  couid  I  diipofe  my  felf  to  frame  this  Preface  for  them* 
And  who  is  there  will  make  any  difficulty  to  give  them  theit 
due?  Since  he  whofe  very  faults  have  been  cftecmed  fofair, 
that  they  caufed  a  Sea  during  his  life,  which  yet  continues 
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after  bis  death ;  having  (at  Meats  )  feen  certain  difcourfes  this 
Aurhour  compofed  in  thole  mifcrablc  times.and  which  l^oodm 
-^ced  of" another  age  to  be  gratefully  regarded,  was  aftoniflicd 
'ft  his  beginningSjConfeflfing  it  was  wichunwilhngnelTe,  that  the 
j,oncly  thing  he  fuppofcd  to  poflcflc  by  the  genera II  content  of 
'  all,  was  raviflied  horn  him  by  one  who  as  yet  had  lived  but 
twfncy  ycarcs.  But  furely.it  was  in  iHs  Hrain  of  writing  which 
in  that  it  is  not  retrained  within  To  ftri6t  iiniits  as  that  ot  Let- 
ters, is  capable  of  all  the  motions,  and  ornaments  oi  Art ;  and 
of  the  fame  fort  as  was  the  other  dUcourfe  he  addreffeth  to  the 
Pope  who  now  is,  upon  the  hkefubjec^,  asthat  of  Saint  ^r- 
ftards  to  Eugemus :   And  as  God  never  chofe  arp.ong  men  any 
foaccomphllied  withal!  perfeclions,as  this  perfon  to  command 
all  others,  fo  can  J  not  conceive  any  thing  either  more  great,  or 
extraordinary, then  what  appeareth  in  this  work, nor  more  luta- 
ble  to  the  excellency  of  the  lubje6t,and  to  the  Majcfty  of  him  to 
whom  he  dedicated  his  difcourfe  :  But  if  (  to  retura  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  thefc  letters )  it  were  neceffary  for  the  delivering  an 
unpartiall  judgement,to  confiderthofe  of  the  Antienrs,!  fhould 
feem  more  refpe(^fuil  then  were  requifite,  if  (  puting  them  all 
together }  1  fhould  undertake  to  make  them  fo  much  as  enter 
into  comparifon  with  thefe  ;    excepting  onely  thole  of  Senec^t 
yea  even  in  thole  (  which  in  truth  come  not  near  theJe  )  there  is 
lb  infinite  abundance  of  matter,as  can  hardly  be  imagined,  and 
fince  all  things  therein  appear  lb  confufedly,  that  it  lecms  thcy^ 
Were  ther^n  couched  without  choice,and  to  fay  truth^as  it  were 
at  adventure,lbme  who  will  yet  further  tax  his  ihle  will  happily 
fay,  they  are  rather  matters  then  Works,  But  for  my  part,  if 
there  be  any  defe6^s  therein,  1  hold  they  ought  well  to  be  borne 
with,  in  regard  of  fo  many  rarities  therein  concurring  ;  and 
when  we  have  laid  all,  what  appearance  is  thereto  undei value 
any  thing  we  receive  from  a  man  who  was  worth  fcven  Milli- 
ons of  GoldPand  who  once  in  his  life  had  the  heart  and  amDiti- 
on  to  afpire  to  the  Empire  of  the  whole  world?  Let  us  therefore 
efkcm  all  wc  rccciyc  from  him, and  from  thofc  tim€$,yct  fuffe: 
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us  to  commend  our  own,  wherein  this  fcience  which  meddleth 
with  the  commanding  of  ipirits,  and  which  was  but  formerly 
in  it*s  infancy,  is  now  found  to  be  in  his  full  matuiity,  and  as  it 
were  of  ripe  years.  I  f  therefore  you  acknowledge  any  obliga- 
tion due  (  as  in  truth  there  is )  to  thcfe  excellent  Letters,  you 
flialiin  fhort  timefcefofolid,  and  juft  a  judgement  proceed 
from  this  Authour,that  the  Parliament  it  felf  produced  not  any 
more  able;and  his  folitarineflc  will  be  fo  fatisfadory  unto  you, 
that  you  will  make  no  more  difference  then  I  do,  to  prefer  the 
iame  before  the  magnificence  of  Princely  CourtSjand  the  Pomp 
of  moft  ftatelicft  Cities. 


A  Tabic 


.  '\\ 


A  Tabic  of  the  letters  (as  they  lie  in  ordct ) 
which  arc  contained  in  the  firft  volume^ 


Lib.  I. 

A  Letter ftom Cardinall  o/Richc- 
licu,   to  the  sig»eur  of  Bal- 
zac                                   Page  I. 
To  the  Lord  Cardinall  of  Riche- 
lieu X 
j  To  the  fame  4 
i  To  the  fame  5 
I  To  the  fame  4 
I  To  the  fame  t 
!  To  the  fame  9 
\  To  the  Lord  Bifliop  ofAk  1 1 
I  To  the  fame  14 
To  the  fame  16 
To  the  fame  17 
To  thefamt  ao 
To  the  fame  ai 
To  the  reverend  Bifliop  o/Air  a  a 
To  Moun(ieur^(r    /<i   Motes  Ai- 
gion  atf 
To  Mounfleur  de  hols  Robert  a^ 

Lib.  a.  id  the  firft  vol. 

To  my  Lord  Cardinall  de  la  Va- 

ktc.  3  a 

To  the  fame  3^ 

To  the  fame  3^ 

To  the  fame  37 

To  the  fame  39 

To  the  fame  4a 

ToJhefame  43 

Ta  the  fame  44 

Tothcjame  4^ 

To  the  fame  47 

^0  the  fame  49 

To  Mounficur  rf«  Planty  50 

To  Mouniieur  </g  /^  Magdelcn  51 

Ti)  Mouniieur  ic  Montigny  52. 

To  i&e  Duke  o/Erpqi[iOrt  5  J 


To  the  fame  yy 

To  the  fame  56 

r/;.-  Duke  o/Efpcrnon  /jif  /^r^f>"  fa 
r^f  French  King,  pc^;^^^  ^^  Bal- 
zac 59 
T(?  the  fame                               4 1 
To  the  fame                                 ^3 

Lib.  3.  in  the  firft  vol. 
Td  /fee  Duke  ^e  /j  valete  tf  J 

7  0    f /?e  Signcur  of  Pleflis,  ^a^'dr*- 

»d«/  o/Tollcmount  ^7 

To  Hidafp      .  6i 

To  Hidafp  7a 

To  Signeur  de  la  Roche.  74 

To  Mounficur  di  B  bis  Robert  7  f 
To  the  fame  7S 

To  the  fame  79 

To  the  fame  8t 

To  the  fame  8* 

T(>  MounfieurGirard  Secreta'/y  to  thi 

Dukic  o/Efpcrnon  ^  8j 

To  the  fame  85 

To  Philander  87 

To  the  fame  87 

To  Olympia  89 

ToChrifolita  90 

ToClorinda  9* 

To  the  fame  9* 

To  the  fame  >3 

To  the  fame  9\ 

To  the  fame  9% 

T(,Lidia  ,  96 

T(^  f /;e  B aron  of  Amblovile  97 
To  the  Count  of  Schoinberg  99 
A  letter  fron  the  Count  of  Schom- 

bcrg;  to  Mounficur  de  Balzac  loo 
Lib.  4.  in  the  fifth  vol. 
To  my  LQt'd  Marihal   of  Schom- 


xoi 


The    Table. 

Tc  tbe  WiGaop  of  AngoMlcimc    1 03  To  Mounfieur  ^c  Vaugclas     \  11% 

To  Father  G^rado                    I04  To  Mouniieur  flfe  Racan  iio 

To //?f  Cardinall  o/Valcte        lo^  To  fk  Abbot  o/S.  Cyran  izl; 

AjPothcr                                     I07   To  Mounfieur  Ma  herb  I2tf 

To  thcLord'Biihop  of]<izDxa    109  To  Mounfieur  ^cVaugelas  ii/i 

To  Mounfieur  ^e /<7  Marque      no  To  the  fame  iz8, 

To  Mounfieur  Tifl^ndcr           m  Tocbciamc  1x9 

To  Mounfieur  ^e  Farct              iix  To  the  fame  ijo, 

7>  Mounfieur  Cocftctcan  Bilhcp  of  To  the  fame  I3*l 

Marlcillis                                113   7  0  Hydaip  13*"' 

To  Mounfieur  Pouzct               114  Another  135 

Ananfvpertoa  letter  fcnt  to  B^hac  Another  ^3f 

from  a  Ucrrncd  old  L.idy  Mada-  Another  iSj 

nioifdle  (^^Gourney              1 14  Another  138 

To  Mounfieur  Bcrnierc              117  Another  J$f 

TiMounfieur  ^(r  Voiturc         117  Another  M^ 

A  Table  of  the  letters  contained  in  the  fecond  volume. 

Lib.    I.                       To  ~ 31 

TO  Mounfieur  Moreau     Page  I.  To  Mounfieur  Godeau  3^ 

7  0  Mounfieur  Rgault           3  To  Mounfieur  ^e  Thibaudicrc  38 

To  Mounfieur  <5f^  Moulin             5  To  Mounfieur  Gyiard  3^ 
To     Mounfieur    the    Abbot      of  To  wy  Lord  ihz   Bifhop   of  Nan- 

Eaume                                       8      tes  4} 

To  Mou«fieurBouthilier             lo  Another  44 

To  Mounfieur  the  Earle   of  Exce-  Another  45 

tcr                                              H  'To- ^                ■  4^ 

To  Mounfieur  dt  Boyflat              I2  To  Mounfieur  du,  PJeix  47 

*;  0  Mounfieur  HugCTcns                1 4  To  Mounfieur  Mayr.ard  48 

Tf)if?  Faron  "jS.  Sarin              i^  7'<?  Mounfieur  ^^  Defcourades  49 

Tf,  CardinalUe /.z  Va'ette           1 7  Vo  Mounfieur  d*  Andlly  50 

Another.-                                    ig  7'o  Mounfieur  Conrart  5.2, 

7o  Mounfieur  r'^  Bois  Robert      i^  To  the  fame  another  5J 

7'oMo;:nfieur^e  Soubran           21  To    mj  Lord  tlx    Marefchall  De- 

To  Mounfieur  de  U  Nauuc          24  fiat  5^ 

To  Mounfieur  Chaplain               2j  To  Mounfieur  Grainer  57 

ToMounficur^i' Nefinond          z^  To  Mounfieur  Gaillard  58 
To  Mounfieur  de  Pontac.  Monplci-  7  0  Mounfieur  /fee-  Ma.fle-f  Ad-vocnte 

fir                                            %%      in  the  Parliament.  58 

To  Mounfieur  Huggens        .     30  Lit),  x.  in  the  fecond  vol. 

7>  Mounfieur  rf^ /.^  Nauue         32  To  my  Lord  the    Earle    of  Exot- 

T<?  Mounfieur  Conr age    ^         33  tcr  ^i 

^                  .  T# 


ii.\ 


The    Tr^t-^.. 

^p   my  LvfA  tbe   Arch  Bi(hop  of  Anoihcv  jr 

Tbouloufc                              ^z  Tv  Mounfieur  de  Bois  Robert.  9  j 

lar*  Mounficur  Arnaut  Abbot  of  S.  To  Mounlicur  Dcfcartcs  94 

Nicholas.                               65  '/"«    Mouniicur   </e  /^  Mottc  Ai- 

To  Mounficur  Ogicr                    67       gron  9^ 

To  MounCeur  Sirmond               ^9  To  Motmficur^rGraincr  9S 

To  Mounfieur  CoUombicri        70  To  Mouniieur  de  la  Nauvc  9  j 

To •      7 1  Another  9S 

.jTfl  Mounfieur  Cocffcteau            71  Another  99 

To  »7)f  Loxdy    th  Earlc  0/  Braf-  Another  loo 

fac                                         74  To Mounfieur Bardyn  lot 

To  Mounfieur  de  la  Nauvc          7^/0  Mounficur  de  Aigucbcrc  105 

To  Mounfieur  Heinfius               77  Another  loj 

TtfMounficur  dc  la  Pigionnicrc   7^   io  Mounfieur  dt Bois Robert^  lo^ 

To  Mounfieur  Chaplain             79  Anorhcr  I07 

T[/ Mounfieur  May nard               81  Another  Ic8 

To  ■■ 81  To  Mounfieur  tbe  ma^er  Advocate 

To  Mounfieur  Arnaut                tz      /« /fef  Parliament  iio 

7 0  Mounfieur  Nefmond              8^  Another  ?ix. 

To  Mounfieur  ^^  Borflell            8^  Another  iir 
Another                                     8^  To  Mounfieur     de  Caupcau  viU 

Another                                      8tf      Ic  115 

Another                                      87  To • ■  114 

Another                                       88   '0  Mounfieur  Trovillier  iiy 

Another                                     89  To  Mounfieur  Gerard  \16 
Another                                    S9  To  wj  Lord  the  Bifliop  of  Nants 

Another                                       50  US 

Another                                     91  Another  Iig 

A  Tabic  of  all  the  letters  in  the  third  volume,  lib.  i. 

TO  my  Lord  the  Cardinall  d£ la  To  Mounfieur  dc  GombcrviUe  it 
Valet.                          page  I.  To   Mounfieur  de  Villien  Hotto- 

To  tbe  fame                                 2       man  11, 

Tjo  Mounfieur  Godca              z     3  To  Mounfieur  ^(?  Borftcll  1$ 

To  Mounfieur  Cgnrart  4  To  Madam • I  ^ 

Tp  my    I.#>-^  /fc^Bi{hop  c/Nantcs  To  Mounfieur  Hobblcr  ij 

$  To  Mounfieur  ^f  Cop  iauvlllc  IS 

Another                                       6  To  Mounfieur  de  F©rguci  if 

ToMounfieur  dc  la  Nauve          7  To  Madam  d'Aiiguitur  20 

T^  Mounfieur  ^^^ /4  Mottc /f  Voyer  To  Mounfieur  Balthazar  2t 

8  T<»  Mounfieur  ^  Scrizai  aj 

To  Madam  ^^  Villefavin             9  Another  24 


Dgier 


Another 

To  MounficHi 

Another 

To  Madam  Deflogcs 

Another 

2o . 

To  Madam  Deflogcs 


The  Table. 

'-     25  To.MounfieurdcGhaftclct 
^6  To  Mouniieur  dc  Bois  Robert 
Z7  To  Mounfieur  Favereau 
28  Another 
u-    -  29  To  Mouniieur  GIrard 
■T^W4',*'>3o  To  yny  Lord  the  Earle  o/Port 


Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

To  Mounfieur  de  U  Nouvc 

T<^  Madam  Dcfloges 

Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

Another 

-Another 

To -^ '  — 

ro. ^ 


7^ 
8r 

8^ 
S7 
88 

ri/iu-M  gi  To  my  Lord  tbs  Biihop  o/Nant«$ 
52  89 

3f  To  Mounfieur  Scnnc  .   90 

3^  The  opinion  o/Ciccro  concerning  the 
37      /?^/^  -iv/^if/;    Philofophcrs  a;^  i» 


38  their  writings,  ^t, 

39  To  Moui.fieur  Granlcr  92, 

40  ^0  Mounfieur  <:^f  r!  rye  93 

41  i'o  Mouniieur  ^^c.Silhon  94 

42  -'0  Mounfieur /i^S.  Martc  99 

43  To  M  "iUnfieur  D* Argenten  loo 

44  To    r/;e    ;^'i?^    Reverend    Father 

45  Leon  10 1 
4'>  To  Mounfieur  Chaplain  102 

47  To  Mounfieur  Bonnaud  16^ 

48  To  Mounfieur  Souchote  I06 

49  To  Mounfieur  Tiflfander  lo^ 
yo  T/?e  letter  of  Peter  Bcmbo  fo  Her- 


7o Mounfieur  «'.  __.^ 


Cojgncr. 
To  Mounfieur  ^.'?  Nuiuic. 
To  Madam  Deflcges 
Another 

To  Madam  du,  Pos 
7  o_  -Ivladarn  de  fCampagnole 
Another. 
Another  "   " 
Anothd- 

,,  X  The  fccond  part  of  the  third 
■S:i  '    volume 


5:1      cules  Scrotius  Ig8 

51  Another  loS 

-"-—  55  Another  109 

5:4  To /k- Duke  o/FaletB  Ho 

5  5  To  the  Bifhop  of  Poitiers  112 

5^  To  Mounfieur  Guyct  113 

.58  To  Mounfieur  de  L'orme  1 44 

^9  To  my  Lard- — — — Hf 


61  To  Mounfieur  Senne 
6z  To  Mounfieur  de  Piles  Clcreniont 
63    :  i  fi^ 

6?4  To  Mounfieur^dc  Voiturc    '  '   11 7 
Another  ,  "  :   •  11^ 

To  Mounfieur  Meftlvier  119 

X9  my  Lord  the  Cardinall  Duke  of  To  Mounfieur  de  Mefmes  D'Auvttr*^ 
k  -Richelieu,  6q  ii6 

Another  74  To  Mounfieur ^^Thure  ill 

Another  75  To  Moupfieur  ^t;  Vouge las        122 

^ <^ Mounfieur  Cycols  -    77- Ti/ Mounfieur  Cirdrd  :  -tzi' 

An* 


The  Table: 

Another  ^  125  ToMounfieur  Rousfiaes  131. 

Cla:tijpffio  Ballad  0,  r. unit  as  Thco-  To  Mounfieur  Breton  135 

loe,i^  Faricnjienfis  ,5.  I16  Anot  her  134 

Another  X27  Another  13^ 

To  Mounfieur  Talon  iz8  To  Mounfieur  Gerard  137 

Arother  1 29  7 0  Mounfieur  ^c  Gues  139 

To  Mounfieur  D'Efpernon  iSoToMounf.    dcBois  Robert  I45 

A  Table  of  the  Letters  contained  in  the  fourth  volume. 

TO  Mounf.  Conrart  page  I.  ToMounf.  Habert  Abbot  of  Cc- 
To  Mounfieur  du  Moulin        3       rizy  40 

ToMounf.  L'HuiJlier  4  To  Mounf.  ^e  Galliard  4t 

To    Mounfieur  the  Abbot  o/Bois  To  the  fame  41 

Robert,  6  To  Madam  Dc([ogcs  45 

To  my  Lord  the  Earle  o/Exceter    7  To  Mounf.  de • 44 

To  my  Lord  the  Duke  de  la  Valctt  8  To  ^"  ounf.  Girard  4^ 

ToMounf.  Dro vet  9  To  the  fame  47 

To  Mounf.  Df-Bonalr  lo  To  the  fame  48 

Tv  Mounf.  Huggens  1 1  To  the  fame  49 

To  Mounf.  (^^  Racan  12  To   Madamoifel  ^e  Campagnole 

To  Mounf  De  St.  Chartrcs        33  jo 

To  Mounf.  Baudoin  14  To  Mounf.  the  Abbot  0/  Bois  Ro- 

To  Mounf.  de  Coignec  15       bert?  51 

To  Madam  Ccflogcs  16  To  the  fame  5r 

To  my  Lord  iieepcr  of  the   Seals  Se-  To  the  fame  55 

guier.  17  To  Mounf,  fiff  Savignac  54 

To  Mounfieur  de  Morins  18  To  Mounf.  Chaplain  5^ 

To  Mounf.  ^e  Vaugulas  1 9  To  the  fame  57 

To  Mounf  de  U  Motte  Aigron     21  To  the  fame  58 

To  ^'ounf.  dc  Borftcl.  22  To  the  fame  $9 

To  Mounf.  the  chief  Advocate     23  To  the  fame  ^o 

To  Mounfieur  de  rv  aury  24  To  the  fame  6% 

To  Mounf.  de  Mondory  24  To  the  fame  ^3 

To  Mounfieur  Je  Guay  2^  To  the  fame  ^4 

To  N  ounf.  ^f  Silhon  2^  To  the  fame  6$ 

To  Mounf.  de  la  Fofle  17  To  the  fame  6<j 

3"o  Mounf.  D'Efpefscs  29  To  Mounfieur  deSilhon  67 

To  the  fame  3;  To  Mounf  Gerard  5ecm<i'/;y /o  ths 

To  Mounf.  f/f  CouurcUcs         31      D«^e  o/Efpcrnon  ^8 

To 3z  To  the  fame  ^9 

To  m  Lord  the  B'ifhop  of  Angou-  To  Mounf.   de  la  Mothc  le  Vaycr 

leime  33  70 

Ta Mounfieur ^f , —  34  ToMounf.  ds < . —  71 

3r#  Mounfieur  de  Scrizay         39  Tlie 


CO 


The  Letters  of  Monsieur 
dc 

ij     jfx    jL    jLj    a    C/. 


The  firfi  Book. 


A  Lmerfrom  the  Cardinal  Richelieu,  to  the 
SigmorofBn  l  z  a  c. 

L  1   T  T  B  R     I. 

Hough  I  have  formerly  delivered  my  opinion  to  a  friend 
of  yours,  concerning  feme  of  your  letters  he  fhewed 
me ;  yet  can  I  not  (atisfie  my  felf  before  thefe  lines  af- 
ford you  a  more  ^uthentical  approbation  thereof.  Ic 
is  not  any  particular  affc^ion  I  bear  to  your  pcrfon, 
which  inviteth  me  to  this  allowance,  but  truth  it  felf, 
carrying  with  it  fuch  a  Trerogative,  that  it  compelleth  all  (who  have 
their  eys  and  fpirits  rightly  placed  for  the  delivering  an  unpartial  cpi- 
nion)  to  reprefent  them  without  difguife :  My  cenfurc  fhall  be  feconded 
by  many  others,&  if  there  be  any  of  a  contrary  conceit,!  dare  afTure  you, 
time  will  make  them  know,  that  the  defcfts  they  finde  in  your  Letters, 
proceed  rather  from  their  Spirits,  than  from  your  Pen  ;  and  how  nearly 
they  refemble  the  l^ericksy  who  having  the  Jaundife  in  their  eys ,  fee 
nothing  which  (eemeth  not  unto  them  to  carry  the  fame  colour :  Here- 
tofore mean  mts admired  all  things  above  the  pitch  of  their  capacities 
but  now,  their  )udgemenis  feconding  their  fuflftciencies ,  they  approve 
nothing  but  what  is  within  the  compafs  of  their  mlc'nt,  And  blame  all 
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whatfocver  exceedeth  their  Studies.  1  dare  (without  prefumption;  fay 
in  what  cohcerneth you  herein,  that  I  fee  things  as  they  are^nd  declare 
them  to  be  fuch  as  I  fee  fliem :  The  conceprions  of  your  Letters  arc 
flrong,and  as  tranfcendent  above  ordinary  imaginations  9  as  theyare^ 
conformable  to  the  common  (enfe  offuch  who  are  of  found  judgemenrl 
The  Language  is  pure,  and  the  ivords  perfeftly  well  chofen ,  without  af- 
fe^ation ;  the  Senfe  is  clear  and  neat »  and  the  Periods  accompliHied 
with  all  their  numbers.  Thiscenfure  of  mine,  is  by  fo  much  the  more 
ingcnmui,  as  that  approving  whatfoever  is  your  own  in  your  Letters :  I 
have  not  concealed  to  a  certain  friend  of  yours,that  I  found  fome  rcfti- 
fication  to  be  defired,  concerning  certain  things  you  infert  of  other 
mens :  fearing  leaft  the  liberty  of  your  Ten  fliould  caufe  many  to  ima-* 
gine  that  it  is  too  often  dipped  in  their  humours  and  manners ;  and 
diaw  fuch  as  are  more  acquainted  with  you  by  name,  than  converfation, 
to  be  ocherwife  conceited  of  you,  then  you  willingly  could  wifh.  The 
iiianner,wherewith  you  have  received  this  my -r4^x;i/^caufeth  me  that 
continuing  my  former  freedom,  I  will  conclude,  in  advertizing  you, 
that  you  fliall  beanfwerable  before  God,  if  you  fufFer  your  Pen  to  deep,- 
and  that  you  arc  obliged  to  imploy  it  upon  more  grave  and  important 
Subjects  9  being  contented  that  you  fhall  blame  me,  if  info  doing  you 
receive  not  the  fatisfaftion,  to  fee,  that  what  you  perform  herein,  fhall 
be  praifed  and  efteemed ,  even  by  thofe  who  would  willingly  pick  oc- 
cafion  to  contrpul  them ,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  fur6  marks  of  the 
perfeftion  of  arty  pverk-  You  fhall  receive  fome  in  this  kinde  out  of  my 
AffeClim,  when  I  may  have  the  opportunity  to  alTure  you,  that  I  am. 

From  Paris  the  4,  Toumell  affectionate  toferve  you, 

of  February  1 62 1 .  the  Cardinal  of  Richelieu. 


To  the  Lord  Cardinal  o/Richelieu  from  Balzac. 

Letter    IL 

My  Lord, 

I  Am  as  proud  of  the  Letter  you  did  me  the  Honour  to  write  unto, 
me,  as  if  there  were  a  thoufand  Statues  erefted  for  me,  or  as  if  I  were 
affiircd  by  infallible  authority  ofmy  works  excellency.  Truly,  to  be 
coipmcnded  by  that  man  our  Age  oppofeth  to  all  antiquity ,  and  upon 
w^bfe  wifdom  God  might  well  intrufl  the  whole  earths  Government,  is 
a  favour  I  could  notwifhforwithoutprefumption,  and  which  I  am  yet 
doubtfull,whethcr  I  have  really  received,  or  onely  dreamed  fome  fuch 
matter.  But  if  it  be  fo  that  my  eys  have  not  deceived  me,  and  that  yoo 
arc  he,who  bath  bellowed  that  voice  upon  me,  which  hath  been  chofen 

by 
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by  til  Prance  toprefcnt  her  Petitions  to  the  King,  and  by  the  King  him 
feJf  to  contcy  his  Commands  into  Cities  and  Armies :  My  Lord,  I  muft 
bambly  then  acknowledge  you  have  already  payed  me  before  hani 
for  all  the  fervices  I  can  ever  poffibly  perform  unto  you  :  and  1  fhould 
fljcw  iiiy  fclf  very  ungratefuU,  if  1  ihould  hereafter  complain  of  my  for- 
tunes :  fuJce  upon  the  matter,  the  goods  and  honours  of  this  World 
are  moft  ordinarily  none  other,  than  the  inheritance  of  Sots  ,  or  rewards 
of  Vice,  Eftimation,  and  Commendation ,  being  oncly  referved  for  Vir- 
tue.    Ought  I  not  then  to  reft  highly  fatisfied,  having  received  from 
your  mouth  the  lame  prize,which  Conquerours  expeft  for  their  Vido- 
ries  ?   yea,  all  that  your  fclf  could  hope  for,  in  lieu  of  your  great  and 
Immortal  ad^ions,  if  there  were  another  Cardinal  of  T^ichelieu  to  give 
tliem  their  du^  commeadations  ?  But  truely  (my  Lord)  that  is  a  thing 
which  will  always  be  wanting  to  your  glorie  \  for  when  by  your  onely 
prefence  you  have  appeafed  the  fpirits  of  an  incenfed  mulcitode  i  when 
by  your  powerfull  reafons  you  have  induced  Chriftian  Princes  to  fet 
the  Native  Countrcy  oijifn^  Chr'tfi  at  liberty ,&  to  undertake  the  Holy 
Wax  ^  when  you  have  gained  whole  Nations  to  the  Church  ,  as  well  by 
the  force  of  your  Sxamfle,  as  by  that  of  your  Tto^tnne^  who  is  of  abi- 
lity to  pay  you  the  reputation  which  you  in  all  right  defcrve?  and 
where  fhall  you  finde  (o  excellent  a  witnefs  for  all  the  marvellous  A^ 
of  your  life,  as  I  have  ofmy  watchings  andftudics?  1  cannot  chufe 
but  reiterate  this,  and  my  joy  is  over- juft  to  be  concealed.    Is  it  pofli- 
hfe  this  great  wit  and  high  Spirit,  which  hath  been  imployed  even  from 
his  firft  youth  in  perfwading  Princes,  in  giving  inftruftions  to  EmbalTa- 
dours,  and  hath  been  liftned  unto  by  old  men  ,  who  have  feen  four 
Eeigns  ?  Is  it  poffible,!  fay,  this  man  (hould  value  mes  on  whofe  appro- 
bation all  enemies  agree  ?  nor  is  there  among  all  men  a  contrary  party, 
or  diveriity  of  belief  in  this  point.    If  I  had  a  purpofe  to  difqniet  ihe 
fepofe  of  this  Kingdom ,  I  would  feek  for  the  confent  of  flack  fpirits; 
aind  I  fliouldftandin  need  in  my  favour  of  all  forts  of  men ,  were  I  to 
fludy  for  reputation  in  a  popular  State :  but  truely  1  never  afftfted  con- 
fufion,  or  diforder,and  my  defigns  have  ever  aimed  at  the  pleafmg  of  a 
few.    For  fince  you  have  declared  your  fclf  in  favour,  as  he  likewifc 
hath  done,  for  whom  Fraike  at  this  day  envieth  Italy :  and  fmce  yoa 
carry  after  you  the  moft  folid  part  of  the  Court,  I  am  content  to  let  the 
reft  run  aftray  with  Turks  znd  Infidels^who  make  the  greater  number 
of  mankinde.    Yet  (my  Lord)  I  cannot  think  ,  that  any  hereafter  wil! 
be  fo  far  in  love  with  himfelf,  or  fo  obftinatc  in  his  own  opinion,  as  noc 
to  be  a  Convertiteby  the  onely  reading  the  Letter  you  honoured  me 
with,  and  who  in  conclufion  will  not  fubfcribe  to  your  great  judge- 
tocnt  ?  And,  if  it  be  certain  that  truth  it  felf  could  not  be  ftrong  enough 
againfi  yoB,  thtre  h  no  <]ueftion>but  that  fide  whereon  you  two/haU 
^  B  «  agree 
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agree,  ought  to  be  univerfally  followecj.  For  noy  part  (my  Lord)  let 
all  men  fay  what  they  will,  i  fix  riiy  feff  with  doled  eys  there ;  and  what 
enemies  focver  the  reputation  you  have  allowed  me  procure  me ,  yet 
knowing  your  abilities,  andjwhatyou  are,  I  will  be  no  farther  folicitous 
fcr  mine  own  intereft,  or  future  benefit,  fmce  it  is  become  your  caufe. 

lam 

^y  Lord, 

The  10.  o( March  '^^^^  ^^fi  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

1(524.  tbedient  fervmtj 

Balzac. 

'—— ■ r  ■       I         ■ 

To  the  Cardinal  ofK\ch^\it\xfrom  Balzac. 
Letter     III. 

^y  Lord, 

I  Humbly  intrcat  you  to  be  pleafed  by  thefe  prcfents,  to  permit  me 
to  confirm  unto  you  the  alTurancc  of  my  moft  humble  fervice,  and 
that  you  would  allow  me  to  crave  fome  news  from  you  :  It  is  the  onely 
thing  wherein  I  am  now  curious,  and  which,in  the  very  depth  of  my  re- 
tirednefs ,  obligeth  me  to  refleft  fometimes  upon  worldly  affairs.  But 
happen  what  can ,  I  am  moft  affured  ,  you  will  remain  conftant  even 
amidft  publick  ruins,  and  that  Fortune  cannot  bereave  you  of  thofe 
advantages  fhe  never  gave  you.  Yet  could  I  wifh,  that  your  life  were 
fomewhat  more  calm  ,  and  lefs  glorious :  And  I  fuppofe  that  Artimi\^5 
goodnefsjhaving  fo  great  Affinity  to  what  is  infinitej&  which  is  of  power  * 
to  procure  love  even  amidft  the  moft  favage  beafts  ^  doth  in  right  de- 
ferve  to  obtain  truce,and  repofe  among  realbnable  Creatures.  It  is  not 
in  us  to  be  Autbours  of  qereafter ,  nor  do  our  wiflies  rule  the  event  of 
humane  affairs.  But  furely  ,if  there  be  any  fufiicc  in  Heaven ,  (whereof 
there  is  no  doubt)  asd  if  God  have  an  eye  to  worldly  matters  *,  we  muft 
believe  the  tears  of  upright  pcrfons  fhall  not  be  fhed  in  vain,  or  that 
your  Queen  ftiall  wax  old  in  her  misfortunes :  yet  at  the  lcaft,fince  our 
cogitations  be  ftill  within  our  own  compafs,  and  we  being  not  forbid- 
den to  hope  well,  let  us  make  the  beft  ufe  we  may  of  this  fnjall  por- 
tion of  Lioerty  yet  remaining.  The  virtue  fhe  hath  hitherto  made  ufe 
of,  in  refifting  her  affliftionis,  will  happily  one  day  ferve  to  ^ 
moderate  her  felicities.  And  if  God  ftrook  a  certain  '*"  Wo-  a^f^^ 
man  with  fuddain  death,  for  that  fhe  fhould  have  been 
fcatcd  in  the  place,  he  deflinatcd  to  this  great  Princcfs  j  he  furely  will 

not 
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not  fuffer  that  man  to  live  long,  who  hath  fo  highly  injured  her.  How- 
ever (my  Lord)it  is  great  honour  unto  you,not  to  havejfailcd  her  in  her 
afflidtons,  and  to  have  under- valued  all  worldly  Prerogatives^  to  be  un- 
fortunate with  her.  I  know  that  herein  you  fatisfie  your  fclf  with  the 
tcftiiDony  of  a  clear  confclence,  and  that  it  is  not  fo  much  for  opinion 
of  men,  you  undertake  rvorthy  alliens,  as  for  your  own  private  fatisfafti- 
an»  Nor  are  you  a  little  to  comfort  your  fclf,  in  that  a:  this  prefenc 
you  are  praifed,even  by  your  very  enemits  •,  and  to  fee  your  rcfolufions 
rcdoubrable  to  thofe,  who  have  great  Armies  on  foot ,  and  the  chief 
forces  of  the  Srace  under  their  Command*  I  would  fay  more ,  did  I 
not  fear  you  might  fuppofe  I  had  fome  private  defign  in  my  Difcourfe^ 
or  feek  hereby  to  prepare  you  to  receive  lomc  kindc  of  importunity 
from  me :  But  I  mofl  humbly  befeech  your  Lordlhip  to  be  confident, 
that  I  being  oifrec  condition,im  little  acquainted  with  fiMiciy-,znd  that 
I  am  not  fo  given  over  to  gain,  but  that  notwithftanding  you  wcrcftiU 
in  Avign'm,  I  would  ever  as  really  as  at  this  hour  remain. 

My  Lord, 

The  1 5  •  of  ^iajy  Tour  mofi  humble  and  moft 

1 62  g,  affi  hionate  fcrvant^ 

Balzac. 


To  the  Cardinal  of  K\Q\\t\{t\x  from  Balzac 
Letter     IV. 

WEre  I  not  well  acquainted  with  my  own  infufficiency ,  I  might 
well  be  polTellcd  with  no  fmall  vanity,  upon  the  Letter  you  did 
me  the  Honour  to  write  unto  me,  and  might  well  imagine  my  fclf  to 
be  fome  other  thing  than  I  was  the  day  before  I  received  it.     But 
knowing  it  is  no  other  than  a  meet  favour  you  pleafcd  to  afford  me,  I 
will  not  flatter  my  felf  in  my  good  fortune ,  nor  lefTen  the  Obligation 
due  unto  you,  in  prcfuming  to  merit  the  fame.     Ml^irtue  required  any 
rccompence  out  of  her  felf,  fhe  would  not  receive  it  from  other  mouth 
than  yours :  and  your  reputation  is  at  this  day  fo  /«/?  and  Gc:jcral,  as 
it  is  become  a  Fif^'i/)',  wherein  the  Wife  agree  with  the  Vulgar.     I  do 
therefore  account  my  felf  very  happy  to  be  reputed  of,  byaPerfon 
who  is  able  to  give  a  value  to  things  of  themfclves  worrhlefs ;  and  I  at- 
tribute fo  much  to  your  fudge  men  t ,  that  i  will  no  longer  hold  any 
mean  opinion  of  my  felf,-  left  therein  I  fhoulJ  contradi(Syou.   Trucly, 
(my  Lord)  very  difficultly  will  my  parts  any  way  anfwer  your  cxpefta-^. 
tion.  The  time,  my  Favour  affoordcth  me  for  teft,  is  fo  fhort ,  L.^'^^"^^ 
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hardly  iniploy  it  to  other  purpofe  than  to  complain  of  its  cruelty.    I 
hate  enough  to  do  to  live,  and  to  make  that  good  ,  I  keep  my  felf  as 
carefully  as  though  I  were  compofed  of  Chn^nU  or  as  if  I  were  fome 
neceflary  matter  tor  the  good  ot  all  men.    Yet  (my  Lord)  you  hare 
fo  great  power  over  me,  that  I  will  ftrain  my  fclf  to  flicw  my  obedience, 
and  to  give  you  an  account  ofmyleafure,  fince  you  pleafc  to  think  I 
ought  not  to  deprive  the  World  thereof.    It  is  better  to  utter  glorious 
dreams,  than  to  labour  in  grofs  defigns,  and  there  are  certain  Afts  of 
the  fpiri:  fo  excellent,  that  Princes  are  too  poor  9  and  their  power  too 
(lender  to  afford  them  their  full  merit.    Bur,  my  Lord,  you  have  ©fcea 
given  fo  great  teftimonics  of  me ,  that  if  I  fhould  not  have  fome  pre- 
fumption,  it  were  fit  I  loft  my  memory  j  wherefore  out  of  the  alTurance 
you  give  me  that  my  Stile  doth  not  ftray  from  that  perfeftion,  which 
men  imagine,  but  never  faw,  nor  have  attained  unto  *,  I  will  enter  upon 
a  defign  which  fhall  amaze  our  vulgar  wits  ,  and  caufe  thofe,who  hare 
hitherto  fuppofed  they  furmount  others ,  to  fee  I  have  found  what  they 
feek  for.   Whatfoever  1  do ,  I  will  at  leaft  have  you  at  all  times  prcfenc 
to  my  thoughts ,  thereby  to  oblige  my  felf  not  to  come  fhort  before  fo 
great  an  example,  nor  will  I  forget  the  place  where  at  this  prefent  I  am, 
to  the  end  not  to  omit  any  thing  worthy  the  Ancient  7(ome.    It  is  im- 
poflfible  at  once  to  have  fo  glorious  obje&s ,  and  degenerous  thoughts, 
or  not  to  be  tranfported  with  all  thofe  Triumphs  of  times  part  ,  and 
with  the  glory  of  our  age.    But  this  is  not  the  place  where  I  intend  to 
fpeak,  it  being  of  toofmall  extent  to  receive  lb  illimitable  a  fubjed: : 
It  fhall  therefore  fuffice  in  conclufiion  of  this  ttiy  Letter  to  tell  you,  that 
fmce  upon  your  advice  all  poflerity  dcpendctf\,  and  the  whole  Co/^rr 
expefteth  from  you  what  they  are,  or  are  not  to  believe ;  I  cannot  chufe 
(my  Lord)  but  to  efteem  my  felf  right  happy ,evcn  amidfl  my  greatcft 
miferies,  if  you  flill  continue  unto  me  Jyour  equal  Judgement  with  the 
honour  of  your  favours.  BALZAC. 

From?^omtthis\o»  ef  April  1523, 


To  the  Lord  Cardinal  o/Richelieu,/yow  Monjienr  Balzac, 
Letter    V. 

<^iy  Lord, 

MY  purpofe  was  at  my  arrival  in  France  to  have  prefented  my  Ser* 
vice  unto  you,  in  the  place  of  your  T^efidence,  that  I  might  have 
had  the  honour  to  fee  you  >  but  my  health  having  not  been  fuch  ,  as  to 
afford  me  the  free  difpoflrion  of  my  felf:  I  am  forced  to  defer  my  con- 
tentment, in  that  l^inde,  and  to  intreat  to  hear*  fome  news  from  you,  till 
1  be  able  to  go  to  underftand  them  from  your  Self.  In  the  interimj 
the  better  to  chcar  my  SfiritSi  I  will  believe  they  arc  as  good  as  I  wifh 

them. 
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them,  and  will  imagine  this  CsU'ick  of  yours,  v^ereof  I  had  (6  great  sp^ 
frebenfion,{hi\lbedTOwncd  in  the  fountain  of  Pougucs.  This  truly  is 
fo  generally  delired,  and  fought  for  at  Gods  hands,  by  fo  many  mouths, 
that  I  am  confident  he  will  not  (in  this  point)  leave  the  fetkity  he  hath 
prepared  for  our  times  imferft£t  \  and  that  he  loveth  the  ivorld  too  wcIJ, 
to  deprive  it  of  the  good  you  are  to  Vcrform'  Armies  being  defcared, 
new  forces  may  be  fet  on  foot,  and  a  fccond  Tien  may  be  rigged,  after 
the  firft  perifh :  But  if  we  fhould  want  your  Lordjhip^  the  World  would 
not  laft  long  enough  to  be  able  to  repair  fuch  a  lofs :  And  the  King 
might  have  juft  caufe  to  bewail  the  fame  in  the  midftof  hisgreareft 
triumphs.  He  hath  indeed  an  inexhauftable  Kingdom  of  men.  The 
iTars  do  daily  afford  him  C^tptms.  The  number  of  fudges  is  not  much 
inferiour  to  that  of  Cnmnals,  It  is  onely  of  wife  men,  and  fuch  as  are 
capable  to  guide  the  Stern  of  States,  whereof  the  fcarcity  is  great  \  and 
without  flattery  to  finde  out  your  Equal  herein  ,  all  ?{jiture  had  need 
lUt  it  felf  into  AClion^  and  that  God  long  promifed  the  fame  to  manl^ind 
efore  he  be  pleafed  to  produce  him.    I  fay  nothing,  (my  Lord)  I  am 
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not  ready  to  fwearin  verification  ofmy  belief -^  or  which  I  confirm  not  by 
the  Teftimony  of  your  very  Enemies*    The  authority  ^of  Kings  is  not  fo 
Sovereign^  as  that  is,  you  exercife  over  the  Souls  of  fuch  as  hedrl^ai  unto 
you.  Your  fpirir  is  right  powerfuU,  and  daily  imployed  in  great  afairs^ 
and  which  refrefheth  it  felf  in  agiracion  of  ordinary  occunenis :  You  arc 
deftinated  to  fill  the  place  of  that  Cardinal,  which  at  this  prefcat ,  ma- 
keth  one  of  the  beautifuU  parties  of  heaven,  and  who  hath  hitherto 
had  no  Succefour,  though  he  have  hid  Heirs  and  Brothers.     This  being 
thus,  who  will  doubt  that  publickPr^;rn  arc  to  be  ofered  for  fo  pre- 
cious and  neceflary  a  health  zi yours "-,  or  that  your  life  ought  to  be  dear 
unto  you^   within  you  are  to  confcrve  the  glory  of  our  age.    As  for  mc 
fray  Lord)  who  am  a (Taul ted  on  all  fides,  and  to  whom  nothing  is  re- 
maining fave  hope,  being  the  onely  benefit  of  thofe  who  are  dcprized  of 
all  others :  fince  my  misfortune  will  needs  make  me  that  publicly  fjcri- 
fice,  which  is,  to  be  charged  with  the  pains  of  ail  the  people,  and  pay 
for  all  the  World-     I  could  be  well  content  you  fhould  fend  me  your 
CoUictci  and  that  it  come  to  accompany  the  Feaver,zhe  Scyatica,  and 
the  Stone,   Since  of  fo  many  difcafcs,  there  can  but  one  Death  bs  com- 
pofed.  Nor  is  it  time  any  longer,  to  be  a  good  huft)and  of  what  is  al- 
ready lofl.     But  I  will  not  enter  further  into  thhdifcouyfcy  whereof  I 
fhtU  finde  no  end  *,  and  it  were  to  Imall  purpofe  to  tell  you ,  he  is  the 
moft  wretched  man  in  the  world,  who  fo  much  honourcth  you,  for  fear 
you  fhould  rejeft  my  afe^ion^  as  fome  fatal  thing,  and  lead  it  avail  me 
not  at  all  to  proteft  that  I  am,my  Lord,  rourlmo(i  humble  and 

Septemb.^*  1622.  moji  ebedient  Servant. 
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To  the  Lord  Cardinal  of  Richelieu.^ .,     ' 

LetterVI. 

My  Lord,  ''\\ 

AFterthe  fealing  of  thefe  prefents,a  meflenger  palTed  by  thi$ 
place  ,  by  whom  I  underftand  that  the  Vope  hath  created  you  a 
Cardinal ',  I  make  noqueftion  but  you  received  this  news  as  a  matter 
indifferent  unto  you :  and  that  your  fpirit  being  raifed  above  the  things 
of  this  World ,  you  behold  them  with  one  and  the  fame  Afpeft.     Yet 
fmce  herein  the  publick  good  meeteth  with  your  particular  intercft,and 
that  for  your  fake  the  Church  re)oyceth,even  in  all  the  moft  irkfome 
Prifons  of  Europe^  it  is  not  reafonable  you  fhould  deprive  your  felf  of  a 
contentment  no  lefs  chart,  than  thok  heaven  itfclf  affordcth  us?  and 
which  proceedeth  from  the  fame  caufe-     All  good  men  (my  Lord) 
ought  in  thefe  times  to  defire  great  Dignities,  as  neceffary  means  to  un- 
dertake great  matters.   If  they  do  otherwife  ,  bcfides  that  God  will  de- 
mand a  Rvdi  account  from  them  of  thofe  his  graces,  whereof  they  have 
made  no  good  ufe ;  the  World  hath  likewife  )ufl  fubjeft  of  complaint, 
feeing  them  abandon  it  as  a  prey  to  the  wicked,  and  that  their  defire  of 
eafe  caufeth  them  to  forfake  the  publick  good*    This  (my  Lord)  is  to 
let  you  know,  you  are  to  referve  yom  humility  for  thofe  aftions,  palling 
between  God  and  your  felf : 'Em  that  in  other  cafes  you  can  neither 
have  too  much  Wealth,  nor  over  great  power ;  fmce  obedience  is  due  to 
rrifdom  j  there  being  certain  virtues  not  praftifeable  by  the  poor.    I  do 
therefore  infinitely  rcjoyce,to  fee  you  at  this  prefent  raifed  to  that  emi- 
nent dignity,  wherein  you  fill  the  Univcrfe  with  Splendor ,  and  where 
your  fole  example  will(l  hope)  carry  fo  great  weight.,  as  to  caufe  the 
Church  to  rfturn  to  the  Purity  of  its  firfl  Infancy.   Truely,  if  there  be 
any  hope  to  expeft  this  happinefs ,  and  to  fee  rebellious  fpirits  per- 
fwaded,a5  we  behold  their  Cities  forced  j  you  doubtlefs  are  the  man, 
from  whom  we  are  to  e^jpeft  this  felicity  *,  and  who  is  onely  able  to  fi- 
nifli  the  viftories  of  Kings  by  the  fubverfion  of  misbelievers :  To  this 
cffcft  doth  all  Chriflcndom  exad:  thefe  atchievements  at  your  hands,  as 
a  lafl  inftruftion ,  and  the  general  peace  of  confciences :  and  my  felf, 
who  have  thus  long  been  in  fearch  after  the  Idea  of  Eloquence^  without^ 
finding  among  us  any,which  is  not  either  counterfeit,  or  imperfeft,  am 
very  confident  you  will  bring  it  to  light  in  the  fame  excellency  as  it 
was,  when  at  'B.ome  the  Tyrants  were  condemned,  and  when  it  defended 
the  opprelTcd  Provinces.  Though  Purple  be  very  refulgent,  yet  will  it 
receive  a  farther  lufler  by  this  your  dignity, carrying  command  where- 
cytt  itcometh  >  and  which  15  particularly  fo  proper  for  the  conduft  of 

Souls, 
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Souls ,  as  it  IS  onely  to  that  power  whereto  they  will  fubmit  thcm- 
fclvcs.  My  Lord  ,  if  I  have  any  hope  to  be  known  in  after  ages ,  or 
that  my  name  may  pafs  to  poftcrity  >  they  (hall  finde  this  confidcration 
to  be  the  firft  Obligation  unto  me  of  feeking  the  Honour  of  your  ac- 
quaintance ,  and  that  having  heard  you  fpeak,  you  did  fo  abfolutcly 
purchafe  both  my  thoughts  and  affcdions ,  that  fince  then ,  I  have 
ever  rcfleftcd  upon  you ,  as  on  an  extraordinary  perfon,  and  have  ever 

paflfionatcly  remained , 

^  ^My  Lord^ 

^k  1 6.  of7)ecem'  '  Your  moft  humble,  mofl  obedient, 

ber    i622»  and  moft  faithfull  fervant, 

Balzac 


To  the  CarSrtalofKichtWeu  from  Balzac. 

Letter,    VII. 
,^y  Lordy 

H  Ad  the  ways  been  fafc,  or  if  the  good  order  you  have  taken  for 
publick  fecurio^ ,  had  not  been  fubjcft  to  the  like  fuccefs  as  arc 
wholefome  Laws ,  which  are  feldom  well  obferved  ,  I  fhould  not  be 
neceflicated  to  take  a  longer  time  than  ycu  allotted  me  when  I  pirred 
from  Fountaineblcau^noT  had  1  till  now  been  conflrained  to  fpin  out  the 
time  of  my  difpatch.    But  though  your  Commandments  are  all  power- 
full  in  me ,  yet  you  know  necefliry  will  firft  be  obeyed  ,  nor  will  you       . 
(I  hope)  be  difpleafed  that  I  have  made  choice  of  a  Prifon,  whereto  I       | 
am  accuftomed,  to  avoid  another  not  fo  commodious  for  me.  This  hath 
not  hapned  but  to  my  extreme  grief,  fince  I  have  not  been  able  to  be 
a  witnefs  of  the  moft  illuftrious  life  of  our  age,  and  have  thereby  loft 
half  a  year  of  your  A5lionSjWhich  (well  nigh)  fill  up  all  our  Hislorj.  For 
though  we  are  not  fo  remote  from  the  World,  that  no  news  can  come 
to  us,  yet  they  pafs  fo  many  places,  as  it  is  impofTible  they  receive  noc 
divers  impreflions,  or  that  they  fhould  arrive  here  in  their  purity,  fince 
they  are  often  altered  from  the  very  Lover  \  yet  I  have  underflood,and 
Fame\\3x\\  publifhed,even  indefarts,  the  great  conflifts  by  you  un- 
dergone ,  and  atchieved  for  the  Honour  and  reputation  of  France,  and 
how  you  have  fubdued  the  fubtilcies  of  ftrangers  ,  being  in  truth 
more  to  be  feared  than  their  Forces.    I  hear  how  Italy  hath  fpenc  all 
her  praftifcs  without  hurting  any,  and  how  thofe  Sratef-men.who  made 
account  to  Seignorize  in  all  AlTTemblies ,  and  to  be  Maiflers  in  all      ■ 
reafons  of  State  ,  were  unable  ro  defend  themfelves  againfl  you,  but     1 
with  paflion  and  chollcr :  nor  to  complain  of  any  other  thing ,  but  thac 
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you  pcrfWaded  them  towhacfoever  they  were  bcforc-hand  refofrc^l, 
not  to  yield.  So  as  (my  Lord)  thofc  who  tcarmed  us  Barbarians^  and 
by  their  treaties  commonly  took  revenge  of  our  vi^ories ,  have  in  the 
end  found  tvifdom  on  this  fide  the  Alpes^  and  have  well  perceived  there 
is  a  man,  who  hath  abilities  to  hinder  them  from  deceiving  others. 
They  ftood  amazedito  fee  a  Servantjwhp  would  not  fuffcr  there  fbould 
be  any  Mafter  greater  than  his  Sovereign,  who  was  as  fenfible  of  the 
leaft  evils  of  his  Counrrey,  as  of  his  proper  forrows,  fuppofing  himfeK 
to  be  wounded  upon  the  leaft  apprchenfion ,  when  any  made  fhew  of 
trenching  upon  the  dignity  of  this  Crown.  But  when  they  found  yoo 
applied  prefent  remedies  to  all  fuch  inconveniences  as  they  objeded  » 
that  you  prevented  the  difliculcies  they  offered  to  propofe ,  that  you 
dived  into  their  Souls,  drawing  thence  their  clofefl  intentions,  and  how 
at  the  firft  conference  you  made  anfwer  to  what  they  refer ved  for  a  fe- 
cond:Thenic  was  indeed,  when  their  Flegm  was  turned  into  Choler^ 
and  when  you  put  their  humane  wiidoms  and  politick  Maxims  to  a 
ftand.  So  as  we  fee  it  is  fufficient  onely  to  let  Good  appear  ,  to  caafe 
it  to  be  beloved  :  and  truly  if  Rcafon  had  the  like  power  over  the 
mil,  as  it  hath  over  the  under  (landing ,  all  thofe  i^^/i<f»5  doubtlcfs, 
who  heard  you  fpeak ,  had  returned  good  French  men ,  and  the  fafe- 
ty  of  chrifiendom  together  with  the  fecurity  of  her  Princes,  had  been 
but  one  days  work.  Forreign  wars  had  been  ended  in  your  Chamber; 
ii«r  (hould  we  now  have  any  more  than  one  bufinefs  upon  us ,  and  the 
Kings  Forces  had  at  this  prefent  been  imployed  onely  in  fupprcffing 
the  Rebels  of  his  own  Kingdom.  My  Lord,  I  hope  you  are  perfwaded 
(though  I  could  not  probably  expeft  any  flight  occurrents  from  the 
place  where  you  are)  yet  that  I  received  thefe  with  much  emotion 
and  tranfport,it  not  being  in  my  power  todiflemble  my  joy,  when  t 
underflood  how  their  Majcfties  are  not  weary  of  your  fervice,  and  how 
after  having  tried  divers  Councels ,  it  was  in  conclufion  thought  fie  to 
follow  yours,&  that  you  precede  in  the  affairs  of  Surope,  by  being  con- 
duftour  of  the  Fortune  of  France.  TrueJy,  of  all  exteriour  content- 
ments, there  is  not  any  whereof  I  am  fo  fenfible  as  of  that.  But  on  the 
other  fide,  when  I  underfland  that  your  health  is  dayly  alTaulred,  or 
threatned  by  fome  accident ,  that  the  Tranquility,  your  confcience  af- 
fords you,  hinders  you  not  from  having  ill  nights :  And  how  amidft  the 
happy  fuccelTes  befalling  you ,  life  it  felf  is  notwithftanding  fometimcs 
tedious  unto  you  *,  then  indeed  I  muft  confefs  they  touch  me  in  the 
tendercft  part  of  my  SohL  And  whilcfl  (he  C<^u,rt  makes  thoufands  of 
feigned  Vroteflatitns  unto  you  j  there  is  an  termite  fome  hundred 
leagues  from  you,  who  mourns  for  your  maladies  with  unfeigned  tears. 
I  know  not  whether  or  no  I  may  prefume  to  fay,  /  love  you :  yet  is  it  not 
probable  you  will  take  offence  at  a  word ,  wherewith  you  know  God 

him" 
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Ikimfllfi^^cW  pleafed.     My  Lord ',  I  do  in  fuch  manner  love  you,  as  I 
am  cither  fick  upon  the  relation  of  your  indifpoficionjor  if  the  news  be 
Icurrenc  that  you  are  recovered ,  yet  have  I  ftill  an  apprchcnfion  of  whac 
lalteration  each  hour  may  bring  upon  you.    Ought  it  then  to  be  in  the 
fits  of  your  Feaver  ,  and  in  your  inquietude  for  want  of  fleep,  that  you 
underhand  thefe  publick  acclamations  ,  and  the  due  praifes  you  have 
purchafed  :  Shall  the  Senfes  fuffcr ,  and  the  Spirits  rcjoyce ,  or  they 
continue  tortured  amidft  thefe  Triumphs, or  that  you  fat  once)  perform 
two  contrary  aftions,  and  at  the  fame  time  have  need,as  well  of  mode- 
ratien^  as  patience :  If  Virtue  could  be  miferable ,  or  if  that  Seft,  which 
acknowledgeth  no  other  evil, but  pain  y  nor  any  greater  goad  than  plea- 
fnrc,  had  not  been  generally  condemned ,  the  Divine  providence  had 
received  complaints  from  all  pares  of  this  Kingdom*)  nor  had  there  been 
an  honeft  man  known  ,  who  for  your  fake  had  not  found  fomething 
farther  to  be  defired  in  the  conduft  of  this  World.    But  (my  Lord) 
you  underf\and  much  better  than  I  do ,  that  it  is  onely  touching  the  fe- 
licity of  hearts,  we  are  to  believe  the  body,  and  not  concerning  ours, 
refiding  onely  in  the  fupreme  part  of  our  felves,  and  which  is  as  fmally 
fenfible  t)f  thofe  diforders  committed  below  her,  as  thofe  in  Heaven  can 
be  offended  by  the  tcmpefls  of  the  Air ,  or  vapours  of  the  Earth, 
This  being  true :  God  forbid  ,  that  by  the  cftace  of  your  prefent  confli- 
tution,  I  fhould  judge  of  that  ofyour  condition  j  or  that  I  fhould  noc 
cfleem  him  perfedly  happy,  who  is  fuperlatively  wife.  You  may  pleafe 
to  coniider ,  that  howbeit  you  have  fhared  with  other  men  the  infirmi- 
ties of  humane  nature,  yet  the  advantage  refleth  foly  on  your  fide: 
fincc  (upon  the  matter)  there  is  onely  fome  fmal!  pain  remaining  with 
you,  inflead  of  an  infinity  of  errours,  paflions ,  and  faults  falling  to  our 
lots.   Befides,  I  am  confident  that  the  term  of  your  fufferings  is  welf 
nigh  expired,&  that  the  times  hereafter  prepares  right  folide  and  pure 
contentments  for  you,  and  a  youth  after  its  fea  Ion,  as  you  are  become 
old  before  your  time.     The  King,who  hath  ufc  of  your  long  living, 
makes  no  unprofitable  wirtiestH'^t^^/z  hears  not  rhe  prayers  that  the 
Enemies  of  this  State  offj^r.    We  know  no  fucccflTour  that  is  able  to  ef- 
feft  what  you  have  not  yet  finifhed  :  and  it  being  true,  that  our  Forces 
are  but  the  Arms  of  your  head, and  that  your  Counfels  hive  been  chofen 
by  God  to  re-eflablifh  the  aflfairs  of  this  age :  we  ought  not  to  be  appre- 
henfive  of  a  lofs,  which  fhould  not  happen  buttoour  fucceflTours.  It  fhall 
then  be  in  your  time  (my  Lord,  I  hope^  thatoppreircd  Nations  will 
come  from  the  Worlds  end  to  implore  the  procedion  of  rhis  Crown : 
that  by  your  means  our  Allies  will  repair  their  lofTes  ,  and  thac 
the  Spaniard  /hall  not  be  the  fole  Conquerour  ,  but  thac  we  fhall 
prove  the  Infranchizers  of  the  whole  earth.     In  your  time  (I  truft)  the 
Ho/y  S^-a  fliall  have  her  opinions  free ,  nor  fhall  the  infpirations  of  the 
lioly  Ghoft  be  oppugned  by  the  artifice  of  our  Enemies,  refolutions  wiU 
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be  raifed  worthy  the  ancient  Itdy  for  defence  of  the  common  caufc. 
To  conclude ,  ic  will  be  through  your  Prudence  (my  Lord)  that  there 
fiiall  no  longer  be  any  Rebellion  among  us ,  or  Tyranny  among  men : 
that  all  the  Cities  of  this  Kingdom  fhall  be  feats  of  alTorancc  for  honeft  I  ti 
men ;  that  novelties  fhall  be  no  farther  in  requefli  fave  onely  for  colours  I  ^ 
andfafhions  of  Attire :  that  the  people  will  refign  Liberty,  Religion,and  I  it 
the  Cemmon-weahh,  into  the  hands  of  fuperiours,  and  that  out  of  law- 1 1 
full  government,  and  loyall  obedience ,  there  will  arife  that  felicity  Vo*  |  i 
ii^ia^  J  fcarch  after,  as  being  the  end  of  civile  life.    My  hope  is  (my 
Lord)  that  all  this  will  happen  under  your  fage  conduft ,  and  that  after  f 
you  have  fetled  our  tepofe,  and  procured  the  fame  for  our  Allies ,   you 
fhall  enjoy  your  good  deeds  in  great  tranquility ,  and  fee  the  eftate  of 
thofe  things  endure ,  whereof  your  felf  have  been  a  principal  Authour. 
AH  good  men  are  confident  thefe  bleifed  events  will  happen  in  your 
age,  and  by  your  advice.  As  for  me,  who  am  the  meanefl  among  thofe> 
who  juflly  admire  your  Virtues,  Ifliall  not  (\  hope)  prove  theflackefk 
in  the  exprefiion  of  your  Merits :  Since  therefore  they  (of  right)  exaft 
a  general  acknowledgement;  if  I  fhould  fail  in  my  particular   contribu- 
tion, I  were  for  ever  unworthy  the  Honour  I  fo  ambitioufly  afpire  untoi 
th*;  heighth  whereof  is  to  be  eftecmed , 

Your  Lordjhips  mofi  humble 
and  mofi  obedient  fervant^ 

B  A  L  Z  A  €• 


To  the  Lord  JBiJhop  of  Air. 
Letter   VII L 

^jLord, 

IF  at  the  firft  fight,  you  know  not  my  Lettert  and  that  ycu  defire  to 
be  informed  who  writes  unto  you :  It  is  one  more  old-like  than  his 
Father^  and  as  over-worn  as  a  Ship ,  having  made  three  voyages  to  the 
Indies  •  and  who  is  no  other  thing,  than  the  Relicks  of  him,  whom  you 
faw  at  T{ome.  In  thofe  days  I  foiMCtimes  complained  without  caufc,  and 
happily  there  was  then  no  great  difference  between  the  health  of  o- 
thers,and  my  infirmity.  Howroever,be  it  that  my  imagination  is  crazed, 
or  that  my  prefent  pain  doth  no  longer  admit  of  any  comparifon,  I  be- 
gin to  lament  the  Feaver  and  Scyatica  as  loft  goods,  and  as  pleafures  of 
my  youth  now  paft  \  See  here  to  what  terms  I  am  reduced ,  and  how 
(as  it  were)  I  live ,  if  it  may  be  called  living,  to  be  in  a  continual  con- 
teftation  with  death*    True  it  is ,  there  is  not  fulficicnt  efficacy  in  all 

the 
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the  words  whereof  this  imid  makes  ufe,to  exprefs  the  mlfcries  I  indure> 
they  leave  no  place ,  either  for  the  Pbyficians  Ikill,  or  the^r^  mans  pa- 
tience  i  nor  hath  Nature  ordained  any  other  remedies  for  the  fame/fve 
onely  poifon  and  precipices.     But  I  much  fear,!cafl  I  fuffer  my  felf  to  be 
tranfported  with  pain,  or  indure  it  Icfs  Chriftianly  than  befcemeth  me 
being  a  witnefs  of  your  l^irtue  i  and  having  had  the  means  to  profit  my 
felf  by  your  exmp/e.  My  Lord,  it  is  now  time  (or  never)  1  fubdue  this 
wicked  fpirit ,  which  doth  forcibly  tranfportmy  will  *,  and  that  the  old 
Adam  obey  the  other.  Yet  doth  it  not  a  little  grieve  me,  to  be  indebt- 
ed to  my  mifcrie  for  my  Souls  hcalth,and  that  1  much  defire  it  were  feme 
other  mote  nobk  conftderMti  than  wf^rir,  fliould  caufe  me  to  become 
an  honefl  man.    But  fmce  the  means  to  fave  us  are  beftowed  upon  us, 
and  that  we  chufe  them  not,  it  is  fitting  that  reafon  convince  our  fenfi- 
bilities,  caufmg  us  to  agree  to  what  is  otherwife  difiaftefull  unto  us.  Ac 
the  worfl:,  we  muft  at  ail  times  confefs,  that  we  cannot  be  faid  to  perifh, 
when  we  are  fafely  caft  on  fhore  by  fome  Shipwrack  j  and  it  may  be,  if 
God  did  not  drive  me,as  he  doth  out  of  this  iif,\  I  fhould  never  dream  of 
a  bctte-u     I  will  refer  the  reft  to  be  related  unto  you  at  your  return 
from  luly^  with  purpofe  to  lay  open  my  naked  Soui  unto  you ,  toge- 
ther with  my  thoughts  in  the  fame  fimplicitj  they  fpring  in  me  :  you  arc 
the  onely  Terlon  from  whom  I  expeft  relief;  and  I  hold  my  felf  richer 
in  the  poiTeffion  of  your  good  opinion^  than  if  I  enjoyed  the  favours  of  all 
earthly  Trinces^  and  all  the  wealth  oftheir  Territories  and  Kingdoms. 
Truely  this  isthefirfttime  (fmce  I  writ  unto  you  ((om  Lions)  I  have 
made  ufe  of  my  hands  *,  and  I  have  received  a  hundred  Letters  from  my 
Friends  without  anfwering  one.    Hereby  (my  Lord)  you  fee ,  there  is 
no  other  confideration  (your  felf  excepted)  of  force  to  caufe  me  to 
break  filence ,  fmce  for  all  others  I  have  loft  the  uk  of  fpeaking.  Yet  I 
befecch  you  to  think  (notwithftanding  all  this)  my  affeaion  to  be 
neither  penurious, nor  ambitious.    The  .iches  I  crave  at  your  no- 
ble hands,  are  purely  fpiritual,  and  I  am  at  this  prefent  inaneftate, 
wherein  I  have  more  need  to  fettle  fome  order  for  the  affairs  of 
my  Confcience ,  than  to  refleft  upon  the  eftablifhment  of  my  world- 
ly Fortunes,     But  (  my  Lord  )  to  change  difcourfe  ,  and  a  lirtle  to 
retire   ray  felf  from  my  pains  ,  what  do  you  thus  long  at  Rome  ? 
Doth  the  Tope  dally  with  us  >  and  will  he  leave  to  his  fucceflbur 
the  glorie  of  the  bcft  Eleftion  can  be  made  ?  Is  he  not  affraid  ,  left 
it  be  given  out  he  hath  fome  intelligence  with  his  Adverfaries, 
and  that  he  taketh  not  the  advice  of  the  holy  Ghofl ,  in  what  con- 
cerncth  the  Churches  Honour ,   for  Gods  caufe  bring  us  with  fpeed 
this  news ,  provided  it  be  the  fame  the  King  demands  ,  and  all 
good  men  defire.    I  hope   it  fhall  not  be  faid  ,  you  have  fpoken 
Italian  all  this  while  to  no  purpofe ,  or  that  you  can  accufe  his 

pre- 
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prediftions,  aserroniousjwhoncverfalfificd  his  word  with  you,  andi 
who  is  Pe^feftly : 

My  Lord 
7hc2.  of  Jifl^  _  Tour  tnofi  humble] 

1622,  fervmu 

1 

Balzao 


To  the  Lord  Bijhof  e/ Air. 

For  the  true  under  {landing  of  this  Letter :  it  is  necejjarie  tt  he  acquainted 
ffith  the  Gibbrige  theFtcnchirefiding  at  Komc  9- ufe  to  ^eal^  vpho^ 
frame  a  nen^k^nde  <?/ Language  to  themfelvesycempofed  0/ Italian  vpordsg 
tavingonelyVrcnchtermnatims, 

Letter     IX. 
JW;  Lo-rdt 

I  Think  you  will  never  be  weary  of  going  to  Cortege,  and  that  you  will 
forever  have  anapprehenfionofthc  ae/?«/ir«/^all  the  days  of  your 
life  *,  for  it  is^  that  you  have  long  enough  caufed  the  curtains  of  your 
Carroach  to  be  drawn  in  prefencc  of  thofe  of  Cardinals',  and  that  you  may 
well  be  (ere  now)  acquainted  with  the  Court  of  Rome,  even  from  the 
Tapale  fubjedsjto  thofe  who  defire  to  be  admitted  into  the  firft  degrees  1 
cifacred  Orders.    For  my  part,  I  fhould  foon  be  weary  in  feeing  daily  \ 
one  and  the  fame  thing,  and  in  beginning  the  day  from  the  firfl  hour  of  I 
night  t  What  can  there  be  fo  pleafing  in  the  place  where  you  arc,  that  I 
ihould  defcrve  to  ftay  you  there  ?  In  fair  weather  the  Sun  is  dangerous:  | 
half  the  year  they  breath  nothing  hutfmoafi ,  and  in  the  refl,  it  raineth 
fo  frequently  J  that  it  feemeth  fome  Sea  hangcth  over  the  Citie  of  7(me* 
But  it  may  be  you  take  pleafure  in  feeing  the  Pope,  a  body  over-fhaken^ 
and  trembling  with  age  and  infirmities ,yvho  hath  no  other  thing  than  Ice 
in  his  veins, znd  Earth  in  his  Vifage,    1  cannot  imagine  how  this  ob)eA  1 
can  afford  you  any  great  contentment;  or  that  you  are  much  taken  with 
thefociety  and  Company  of  the  great  multitude  of  my  Lords  hisafit« 
ftants,  partaking  of  the  one  and  the  other  fignature :  Nor  can  it  be  Cat' 
riofile  whcm  you  fo  often  over-rule,  who  fhould  intreat  you  to  flay  there 
for  the  furtherance  of  his  affairs.   For  being  (as  he  is)  a  Topeline,  who, 
of  the  Family  of  the  Cardinal  Ludovifio,  who  affords  him  his  full  fhare, 
it  cannot  be  but  well  with  him.    I  conclude  therefore  (my  Lord;  that 
I  cannot  guefsthecaufe  of  your  flay  ,  if  you  take  not  the  pains  to  tell 
me.  For  to  imagine  Monfieur  de  Lws^n  not  to  be  as  yet  a  Cardinal,were 
no  Icfs  than  to  wrong  the  Kings  credit ,  and  to  judge  amifs  of  publick 

a?- 
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a  eknowledgcmcnt'.  I  am  here  ac  the  Antipodes ,  where  there  is  not  any 
'  thing  but  Arr,  the  Earthy  and  a  River  i  One  had  here  need  make  above 
ten  days  journeys  to  findea  man  :  wherefore  having  in  this  place  no 
other  comm'jnication  but  with  the  dead ,  I  can  relate  no  other  news 
unto  you  ,  but  of  the  other  irorld.  \s  it  not  trne ,  that  he,who  would 
have  burnt  his  fhirt,  had  it  known  his  fecrets,  would  hardly  have  been 
drawn  to  make  his  general  confcffion  ?  and  that  Alexander  the  Great 
woold  with  much  difficulty  have  beeninduced  topurchafe  Paradife  by 
(mmititj  ?  What  lay  you  of  poor  Brutus  ?  who  killed  his  Father,  think- 
ing to  confound  a  Tyrant,  and  no  fcfs  to  repent  himfclf  at  his  death  ,  in 
having  loved  Kiz-^wf,  than  if  he  had  followed  an  unfaithfull  Miftrefs, 
Do  you  not  yet  remember  the  firft  Confcls,  whofe  words  fmelt  of  Gar- 
lick  and  green  roafted  meat?  think  you  not  they  made  ufe  of  their 
hands  inAcad  of  feet,  being  rough  and  durty  as  they  were  ,  and  wore 
ShSoes  inflead  of  Gloves  ?  Thefe  men  were  not  acquainted  either  with 
Sugar^  MuiktOi  ^mber-greice.  They  had  not  (as  then)any  gods  ofGHd, 
et  Goblets  oi Silver,  They  were  ignorant  in  all  forts  of  fciences,  (avc 
onely  to  make  iVar^  and  to  have  domination  over  men.  I  Jatcly  read 
how  in  Venice  (in  former  times)  men  of  greatefl  quality,  ufually  married 
with  common  women,  and  that  either  the  good  Husbandry,  or  the  mu- 
i  tual  correfpondency  was  fuch  among  the  Citi2ens,that  one  Wife  ftrved 
!  three  brothers.  Think  you  that  Francis  the  firfi  is  called  Great ,  for 
having  vanquished  the  Stvifies  ?  or  to  diftinguifli  him  from  his  Grand- 
child ?  or  by  reafon  of  his  great  nofe  ?  Give  me  reafon  why  Stlim  flew 
his  Father^  his  Brothers^  and  Nephews  ?  and  after  all  this  died  but  once? 
Were  it  not  that  I  fcartobc  weariComuntoyou,  I  fhould  never  make 
an  end  of  my  mwsy  yea,  I  fhould  be  fufficiently  flored  to  entertain  you 
my  whole  life- time.  But  it  is  high  time  that  unprofitable  fpeeches  give 
place  to  Pious  Cogitations ',  and  that  I  leave  you  among  your  M)rtles  and 
€f  range-trees ,  where  you  arc  never  better  accompanicd,than  when  you 
are  alone.  I  will  here  conclude,  rather  out  oidijcretion ,  then  for  want 
of  matter :  But  this  fhall  not  be  till  after  I  have  faid ,  that  of  all  thofe 
who  have  any  (hare  in  your  favours^  there  is  not  any  whois  therein  more 
proud  of  his  good  Fortune,  than  ray  fclf ,  or  more  really  than  I  am, 

My  Lord 

Thcai.ofSfpf.  ,  Tour  mofl  humble  and moH 

1622.  fiffeffiffnate  fervant, 

BALZAC. 
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To  the  Lord  Blfiop  of  Air  fr$m  B  A  L  z  a  c  J 
Letter    X. 

THefc  times  are  fatal ,  for  aljating  thofe  heads  appearing  above 
others ,  and  for  changing  the  face  of  things :  and  queftionlcfs,  if 
this  courfc  llill  continue ,  the  King  will  cither  be  forced  to  fcek  out  a 
new  people,  or  to  refolve  himfclf  for  a  folitary  Reign  :  All  the  couvt  is 
black  with  mournings :  there  is  not  a-  Prench-man  who  doth  not  either 
weep,  or  is  bewailed ,  and  n^ar  caufeth  onely  flight  forrows ;  yet  even 
among  thofe,whofe  lofs  we  lament,  there  are  always  fome  we  wiiJi  ngly 
leave,  and  whofe  Cataflrophe  may  ferve  us  as  a  confolation  for  the  reft. 
Without  further  ambiguity,  the  man  is  fcizcd  on,  who  grew  lean  by  the 
well-fare  of  others ,  and  who  was  one  of  thofe  pale  and  fober  perfolis^ 
born  for  the  Ruine  of  States ',  there  is  fome  appearance  he  died  as  well 
of  the  Purples  of  M.  L.  C.  D.*?^.  as  of  his  own,  and  that  you  fent  him 
his  firfl  furfeit  from  Rome  j  where  he  truely  confidering  how  there  was 
no  longer  any  favour  to  follow/nor  Favorite  to  flatter ,  he  would  leave 
to  live  any  longer,  as  though  he  had  no  further  affairs  in  this  World. 
Howfoerer  it  be,  we  are  herein  to  acknowledge  the  finger  of  God^  and 
to  confefs,  he  doth  fometimcs  punifh  Malcfaaours,  without  obferving 
the  forms  of  Juflke  *,  at  leaft  it  cannot  be  denied ,  but  God  loveth  the 
^iicen  extraordinarily,  fince  he  referveth  to  himfelf  the  revenge  of  all 
her  injuries ,  nor  will  let  any  thing  remain  in  the  World,  which  may 
prove  diftaflefuU  unto  her.  If  fhe  defired  the  Sea  fliould  be  calm  in 
the  moft  ftormy  Az^^oimnter  *,  or  two  Antumnes  to  happen  each  year  : 
I  am  confident  of  ?{amies  change  ,  in  conformity  to  her  will :  nor  is 
there  any  thing  fhe  cannot  obtain  of  H^^i;f/z,  which  granteth  the  very 
prayers  flie  hath  not  as  yet  begun.  I  am  here  fome  hundred  and  fifty 
leagues  from  chefe  fine  things,  where  I  ftudy  to  folace  my  felf  as  much 
as  polTibly  I  can  *,  and  to  this  end,  I  make  my  felf  drunk  every  day:Buc 
to  free  you  from  any  finifter  opinion  of  what  I  fay ,  I  alTure  you  it  is 
onely  with  the  water  of  Vougua ,  which  furely  would  be  Ink  9  were  it 
black ;  fo  that  I  furfeit  without  finning  againft  the  rules  oiSobrietie^  and 
Hiy  frolicks  are  as  Aufteer  as  the  Minimes  faftings.  I  have  a  great  de- 
fire  to  enter  covenants  with  my  Vhyficians ,  whereby  ic  might  be  grant- 
ed, that  all  agreeable  things  fhould  be  wholefom ,  and  that  one  might 
fpeedily  recover  his  health  by  the  fcent  offlomrs  ixjfiead  of  their  Mc- 
dicinesjwhich  are  ordinarily  fecond  miferies  fucceedmg  the  former :  yet 
without  fpending  much  time,  or  trouble ;  I  have  made  all  impoffibilities 
paffible  with  mc,  and  in  the  cafe  I  am ,  I  would  fwallow  fire ,  were  ic 
prcfcribed  mc  for  the  recovery  of  my  health.    It  is  no  fraall  advantage 
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not  to  be  reduced  to  thefe  tearms,no  more  than  you  are ,  and  not  to 
know  what  it  is  to  fuifer,  or  complain.  So  is  it  for  the  general  good  of 
the  whole  World ,  that  G  o  D  hath  given  you  this  vigorous  health  to 
imploy  it  in  the  fervicc  o(K.ings,  and  in  your  Vigilancy  over  i\it  conduft 
of  people.  As  for  me,  who  fhould  not  happily  make  (o  good  ufe  thereof 
I  as  I  ought,  and  who  am  far  more  inclinable  to  rice^  than  to  P^irtue  :  I 
hold  it  convenient  I  be  always  craz*ie,and  that  G  o  D  rake  from  me  the 
means  to  offend  h'm  ,  whereof  otherwifc  I  fliould  infallibly  make  hue 
over-much  ufe :  I  write  not  at  this  prefent  to  M-  it  is  all  I  can  do  to  ft- 
n\ih  this  Letter  in  haiJ,  and  to  tell  you  what  you  long  fince  knew ,  that 

J  am  my  Lord, 
Oftobef  the  Tour  mofi  humbU  fa]fionatt 

1 5.  1622.  Servsnt^ 

Balzac. 


To  the  LordBtJhop  of  Air ^  from  Balzac. 
Letter     XL 

MY    LORD, 

I  Am  infinitely  glad  to  undaftand  by  your  Letters ,  of  your  fafe  remrn 
into  Frofice,  and  that  you  have  now  no  further  ufe  of  Cy/)fcfn,  for  the 
cxpreflion  of  your  mindc  to  my  lord,  the  Cardinal  of  T^chelieu,  I  fhall 
lat  your  pleafure  (I  hope)  undcrftand  the  particulars  of  your  Voyage, 
and  what  you  have  fcen  at  T^aplcs  and  Venice,  worthy  your  content- 
This  isnocourofany  greatcuriofny  1  have  for  thefe  things,  or  that  I 
admire  dumbe  Marble,  or  Pidures  bt.ag  no  way  fo  beautifull  as  the  Ver- 
fons  :  Thefe  trifles  are  to  be  left  for  the  Vulgar  ,  with  whom  the  fame 
Objcfts  limit  their  imagination  and  fight :  and  who  (of  all  times)  reflect, 
mecrly  upon  the  prefent  ,  and  (of  all  things)  onely  upon  the  appear- 
ance :  but  for  my  part  I  am  of  a  contrary  opinion.  There  are  not  in  the 
whole  World  any  Palaces  fo  fumptuous,  or  of  fohigh  a  ftrufture,which 
are  not  far  under  my  thoughts,  and  I  conceive  in  my  fpirita  poor  her- 
mitage, to  the  foundation  whereof  matiy  more  materials  are  projeded, 
than  were  requifice  for  eftablifhing  a  Republic f(.  You  fee  here,my  Lord, 
how  in  forae  fort  I  play  the  Prince  amidft  my  p<nferty ,  and  with  what  in- 
folency  I  fcorn,what  the  Hodd  fo  much  admircth ;  I  am  as  haughty,  as 
though  I  wcreaMinifterofState,  or  as  if  this  laft  change  in  the  King- 
dom had  been  made  for  rae  alone  :  yet  you  know  well,that  I  call  not  my 
k\(L.M^D,L,V»  and  how  if  there  had  been  none  but  my  felf  toalTaulr. 

G  my 
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my  Lord  the  Comtc  of  Schambergi  Virtue, ic  ftill  Iiad  continacd  inth^ 
fame  place  where  it  hath  been  reverenced  of  all  men.  Each  man 
hath  his  fcveral  cenlure  concerning  this  great  news,  but  whatlocvcr 
they  can  fay,  I  alTure  my  felf  th^re  can  nothing  befall  that  Lord, 
whereto  he  is  not  at  all  times  prepared  y  and  that  he  hath  lived  too 
long ,  not  to  know  that  Fortune j  taketh  fpecial  delight  in  dallying  with 
the  affdirs  of  Tra-nce ,  and  hath  from  all  Ages  made  choice  of  our  Courts 
as  the  Theater  of  her  follies.  If  he  had  not  been  provided  of  the  go- 
vernment of  this  Citie  ,  and  what  time  the  King  commanded  him  to 
come  thence ,  his  fall  had  been  more  fearful!  then  it  was ,  but  it  is 
Gods  will  that  Augolefme  fliould  be  the  fatal  retreat  of  the  afflifted, 
and  truely  all  things  well  confidered ,  it  is  no  great  down-come  to  light 
upon  a  Mountain :  Now  truely  if  there  be  any  thing  amifs  in  the  admi- 
niflration  of  the  Kings  monies ,  he  cannot  be  taxed  for  introducing  this 
errour ",  for  he  found  it  there :  and  befides ,  the  neceflicy  of  the  times 
have  ever  refifled  his  good  intentions ,  and  have  hindred  the  appear- 
ance of  what  he  had  in  his  heart ,  for  the  reformation  of  diforders  j  It  is 
now  neceHary  the  King  undertake  fo  glorious  a  defign ,  and  fee  his  hand 
to  that  part  of  the  State,  which  hath  more  need  of  redrefs  than  all  the 
refl.  Bur,he  is  firfl  to  begin  by  the  moderation  of  his  Spirit,  and  he 
fhall  after  gain  their  loyalty,  who  fervc  him.  If  thofe  Princes  our  Elders 
have  feen,  had  confidered  jthat  the  Coyn  coming  into  their  Exchecque/s^ 
was  no  lefs  than  the  bloud ,  and  tears  of  their  poor  Subjefts,whom  they 
have  often  forced  to  fly  into  Forrefts ,  and  pafs  the  Seas  to  fave  them- 
felves  from  Taxes  and  impofitions :  they  would  have  been  more  fcrupu- 
lous  and  caurelous  how  they  halt  touched  upon  fo  dreadfull  underta- 
kings: at  leaft,  they  would  not  have  been  at  once  both  indigent  and 
unjuf^,  nor  have  amazed  all  the  Princes  of  S'/zropf,  who  could  never 
conceive  why  they  borrowed  their  own  montys  of  their  Treafurers,  who 
receive  their  revenews ,  as  they  purchafe  their  own  ftrong  places  from 
their  Gvvemoim,  who  command  therein.  Truely  ,  it  is  very  flrange 
the  GreatTurk  can  intruft  his  irives  to  the vigilancy  of  others ,  and 
aflTure  thcmfelves  their  Challiiy  fhall  thereby  be  conferved  5  yer,  that 
Kings  know  not  to  whom  th.'!y  may  fafely  encharge  their  Treafures. 
But  the  true  reafon  fs ,  for  that  an  honefl  man  is  by  fo  much  more 
difficultly  found  ,  then  an  Sumch  ,  by  how  much  Miracles  are  more 
rare  than  Monfters.  Great  Fortitude  is  rcquifite  for  the  attaining  of 
honefty,  but  the  will  onely  fufficeth  to  become  covetous,  and  the 
mofl  harmlcfs  have  hands  ,  and  may  happen  to  have  temptations, 
were  it  my  part  to  play  the  reformer,  and  to  preach  before  the  Pre- 
lates, I  would  enlarge  my  felf  upon  this  S«^y«'(^  ,  but  in  the  condi- 
tion wherein  I  (land ,  it  is  fufficif  nt  I  approve  not  the  ill,  and  have 
a  good  opinion  of  the  prefenc  State :  provided  ,  the  report  becur- 
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pent  i  that  there  is  now  no  obftacle  between  the  l\i?ig  and  ihc^uecJi 
his  Mother  y  Jikcly  to  hinder   them  tiom  mte:ing  *,  and  that  things 
are  reduced  to  thofe  terms,  wherein  JV^/wrc  hath  placed  them :  Then 
will  the  face  of  the  Srate  fhortly  relume  the  fame  beauty  the  lace 
jQng  bellowed  thereon  ,  and  God  will  with  a  full  hand  pour   his     i* 
Graces  upon  fo  jufl  a  Government.     Though  my  Lord  the  Cardinal     jj 
of  T^cbeiim  were  onely  near  publick  affairs,  wirhont  touching  them,   •  j' 
there  is  no  queftion  but  he  would  bring   a    blcfling  to  all  France^      'i 
and  though  he  intimated  nothing  to  the  K}7jg ,  yet  that  he  would      '^ 
at  leaft  infpire  whatfocver  were  necefiary  for  the  good  of  his  Sub-     ^, 
jefts ,  and  Dignity  of  his  Crown.     I  will  refcrve  to  fpeak  as  1  ought     ; 
of  this  rare  Virtue  ,  till  my  great  n'oi\  come  to  light,    where  I     ': 
will  render  every  man  his  right ,  and  condemn  even  thofe  as  culpa-     j 
ble,  whom  the  Parliaments  crouch  unto  j  There  fhall  it  be  where     . 
I  will  canvafs  the  Court  of  Rome  ,  (  which  1  always  feparate  from     \ 
the  church)  with  as  much  force,  and  freedom  as  he  ufed  ,  from     j 
whofe  mouth  we  have  fccn  lightning  to  iflue  ,  and  Thunder  to  be     ] 
thrown  out.    There  is  not  any  thing  of  fo  fair  alTemblance,  whofe 
deformities  1  unmalk  not.     There  is  nothing  of  emincncie  from  one 
end  of  the  irorld  to  the  other  ,  I  over-turn  not.     I  will  difcover 
the  defers  of  Vrinces  and  States,    I  will  expugne  Vice  whercfoever 
it  is  hidden ,  and  with  what  Prote^iion  foever  it  is  palliated.     To 
conclude  ,  1  will  pafs  as  (cveit  a  Judgement  as  was  that  of  the  Areo» 
pagites  in  times  pafi  ,  or  of  the  Inqmfition  at  this  prefent.    Yet,  my 
Lord  ,  in  this  my   common  cenfure,  I  will  take  a  particular  care 
of  the  ^ueen  Mothers  reputation  ,  and  will  let  all  iht  irorld  fee,  that 
what  heretofore  others  have  called  VirtKC  ,  is  the  natural  habitude 
of  this  great  Prijtcefs.     In   the  place  for  others  appointed  for  Af- 
fii^ions  and  Calamities j  She  fhall  together  with  the  King,  receive 
onely  Flowers  and  crown  j  and  as  ber  imocencie  had  faved  her  from 
the  general  deluge  ^  had  Jhe  then  lived',  fo  will  it  caufe  her  to  Try- 
umph  in  my  Stor^  amidfl  the  ruins  of  others.    I  have  not  the  fa- 
culty of  FUttering ,  but  the  Art  onely  to  fpeak  the  Truth  in  good 
terms  -,  and  the  AcTms  you  fee  ,  had  need  be  more  eminent  than 
thofe  you  have  read  of,  if  I  equal  them  not  by  my  irords.    This 
being  thus  (my  Lord  ,  as  I  hope ,  you  doubt  not  j)  imagine  in  what 
terms  T  will  Juftifie  the  7^.  7).  L.  it.  and  in  what  fort  I  will  inrreat  /;£>* 
Enemies:  if  I  have  a  mindc  to  it,  I  will  make  ic  one  day  appear  that 
C.  C  hath  been  as  cruel  a  Moiificr  as  thofe  who  devour  whole  Cities^  and 
denounce  ;r^i^  againfl  all  Humane  and  Divine  things.    One  will  ima- 
gine by  the  marks  I  give  him  ,  that  i?.  was  a  Magician  ,  which  dayly 
pricked  fome7»»^5(?  of  Wax  with  needles,  and  whodifiurbcd  the  re- 
piofe  of  all  Princes  Courts  of  his  time  by  the  force  of  his  Charms^ 
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The  truth  is  J  I  will  do  great  matters,  provided  my  courags  quail  not  on 
hispartjwhence  lexpeft  icfhouldcome  ,  and  to  whom,  by  a  kinde  of 
ftrid  Obligation  ,  I  am  excited  to  undertake  this  Judgimeht^which  will 
be  no  Icfs  famous  than  that  of  ^IMicbael  Angela.  At  our  next  meeting  I 
will  more  particularly  acquaint  you  with  the  whole  delign  of  my  »o/^^» 
with  its  ordery  omammts^  and  amfice ',  you  fhall  there  fee  whether  or  no 
I  make  good  ufe  of  thole  hours  I  lomctimes  obrainfrom  the  Tyranny  of 
my  P/i^//cw/7j,  and  lingring  Maladies.  In  the  interim  do  me  the  ho- 
nour to  love  me  ftill '?  nor  think  I  (peak  the  Cou^n- language  ,  or  that  I 
complcmeni  with  you ,  when  I  alTure  you  1  am  more  than  any  man  li- 
ving, 

flMy  Uidy 
The  28.  of  De-  Tcur  mojl  humble  fervant^ 

ccmber,  i522,  BAlzAc. 

Another  Letter  to  the  Lord  Bi/hoj>  of  Air. 

Letter     XII. 

x!My  Lord, 

TT  muft  needs  be,  your  Oath  of  Ff/z/Zj  doth  yet  continue  ,  and  that 
.|.thc  Ceremony  you  are  imployed  in,  be  longer  than  I  imagined,  fince 
I  have  no  news  from  you :  for  I  muft  freely  confefs  unto  you,  I  am  not 
fo  flightly  perfwaded  of  my  fclf,  as  to  have  any  thought,  as  that  you 
negledme.  Befidef  J  am  certain  that  publick  Faich,  and  wh.t  hath 
ever  been  fworn  upon  Altars  and  rhe  Gojpels ,  are  not  more  inviolable 
than  your  word,  and  that  it  will  (iind  good,  though  i-Icuvcn  and  Sarth 
fhould  flarf,  Befides,  Icanlelsconje^ure  ,  that  you  arc  hindred  by 
wantof /;fa//^,  whereof  I  hope  you  enjoy  fo  large  a  treafure,  as  it  is 
like  to  continue  as  long  as  the  M-'urld  iaiteih.  It  were  a  wrong  to  me, 
lliould  you  allcadge  ficlihcfiy  and  no  lefs  than  to  wrangle  with  me  for  a 
thing  in  fuch  manner  appropriated  to  my  (elf,  as  I  cannot  communicate 
It  to  suy  other.  I  will  therefore  imagine  whatfocver  ycu  will  have  me 
to  think  i  you  may  love  me  if  you  pleafe,  without  taking  the  pains  to 
tell  me  fo:  But  for  my  parr,  how  importunate  foever  I  am  herein  j  yec 
am  I  refolute  to  write  unto  ycu  ,  till  you  cut  off  mj  hand?,  and  to  pu- 
hhfh  fo  long  as  I  have  a  tongue,  that  I  am 

The  Id.  of  De-  Sir, 

etraber,  1622.  Tmy  ma^himhk  ^  and  moft 

affiUionaie  jcrvarty 
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To  the  Lord  Bijhop  of  Air  frvm  Balzac. 
Letter   XIII. 

YOu  cannot  loofe  me ,  how  lirtle  care  foever  you  take  to  keep  me ; 
The  Heavens  muft  neccilarily  infufe  new  afFcftions  in  me,  and  uc- 
tciiy  alter  my  inclinations  ,  if  they  intend  to  inhibitc  me  to  be  your 
(crvant.     Yet  doth  it  not  a  little  grieve  me,  you  do  not  teftific  what  I 
Jcnowyou  believe  *,  and  that  having  the  power  to  make  me  happy  by 
the  lealt  of  your  Letters  ,  I  have  more  trouble  toimpetrate  this  favour, 
than  I  fhould  finde  in  the  obtaining  of  three  Declarations  from  the 
J^ing ,  and  as  many  Briefs  from  his  Holinefs-  Buc  all  this  notwithfland- 
ing,  I  cannot  be  perfwaded  you  place  me  among  matters  of  meer  in- 
diffcrency,  or  that  you  no  longer  remember  what  you  have  promi led 
with  fo  large  proteftations ,   which  I  hold  to  be  molt  Authenticai.     I 
rather,for  the  fatisfaftion  of  my  thoughts,will  be  confident  you  have  re- 
folvcd  to  love  me  in  fecret,  thereby  to  avoid  all  jealoufie  \  and  will  be- 
lieve there  is  more  cunning,  than  coldnefs  in  your  filencci  were  it  other- 
wife,  had  I  really  lofl  your  Favours  ,  certainly  I  would  not  furvivc  fo 
deep  a  difcomfort,  lince  there  is  not  any  banifhment ,  fhipwrack,  or  fi- 
niflcr  fortune,!  could  not  rather  require  at  Gods  hands,  than  fuch  a  lofs! 
But  thefe  difcourfes  are  as  much  as  to  fuppofe  impoflibilities  ,  or  to  in- 
vent dreams :  I  will  therefore  leave  them,  to  let  you  underfland  forac 
news  from  me.  I  can  onely  ray,the  Air  of  this  Countrey  is  not  offenfive 
unto  me:  for  to  aflTureyou  rhacl  am  in  health  were  too  great  a  bold- 
nefsil  confefs,  I  have  now  &:  then  feme  pleafmg  pauftsS^  I  injoy  certain 
good  hours,  which  make  me  remember  my  former  health  :  But  there  is 
great  difference  between  this  imperfed  cftace  of  mine ,   and  a  confti- 
turion  comparable  to  that  of  yours,  who  have  life  fufficient  to  vivifie 
thifty  fuch  worn  bodies  as  mine,  which  needs  but  one  blaft  to  blow  it 
down.    Howfoever,  my  P/;;'//':?^??^  have  promi  fed  to  make  me  a  new 
man,and  to  reftore  unto  me  what  I  have  loft.  I  fhould  be  well  content- 
ed they  were  men  of  their  words,  and  that  I  might  at  my  eafe  attend  all 
occafions,  to  teftifie  how  paflionatcly  I  am. 

The  5.  of  Jan*  Tour  mo(l  humble  and  mofi 

1^23.  affcciianate  Servant^ 

Balzac, 
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To  the  Reverend  Bijhop  ofAir  from  Balzac. 

Letter     XIIII. 

f!My  Lord, 

Since  you  have  as  much  care  of  me  as  of  your  Diocefs,  and  in  that  I 
perceive  you  would  imagine  fome  defed ,  even  in  the  felicities  you 
expcft  in  Heaven ,  fhould  you  be  faved  without  me  i  I  will  ufe  my  ut- 
moft  indeavours  to  caufe  that  your  dcfire  of  my  Spiritual  good  prove 
not  unprofitable,  and  to  make  my' f  elf  capable  of  the  good  counfel  you 
gave  me  by  your  Letter.    True  it  is,  I  have  been  fo  long  habituated  in 
wc,  I  have  almoft  utterly  forgotten  my  ftace  oUnnocencie,  fo  as  a  par- 
ticular fubtle  for  my  felf  onely  ,  were  no  more  than  necelTary  :  On  the 
other  fide,  the  pious  motions  I  have,  are  fo  poor  and  imperfeft,  that  of 
alhheflimes  thtPrimative  chYtHians  hiyefchzndcnduTcd,  I  fhould 
hardly  fupport  the  meet  fmoak.    Yet  (my  Lord)  even  in  this  bad  ftatc 
wherein  I  now  fland  ,  do  I  expeft  a  Miracle  from  my  Maker,  who  is 
onely  able  to  raife  Children  out  of  the'hardeft  Quarries  *,  nor  will  I  be- 
lieve his  mercie  hath  finifhed  what  he  intcndeth  to  effeft  for  the  good 
of  Mortals :  For  fince  he  hath  placed  Ports  upon  the  fhoarsofmoft  dan- 
gerous Seas  ,  and  given  fome  kinde  of  dawning ,  even  to  the  darkeft 
nights  jit  rmyhc  there  is  yet  fomething  rcferved  for  me  in  the  fecrets 
of  his  Providence',  and  that  if  hitherto  I  have  ranged  out  of  the  right 
way ,  he  will  not  any  longer  fuffer  me  to  ftray ,  or  tire  my  felf  in  the 
track  of  vice.    And  truely  ,  I  muft  here ,  though  much  to  my  fhame, 
acknowledge  the  truth  unto  you,  with  thofe  few  drops  of  corrupt  bloud 
(which  is  all  I  have  left)  I  am  plunged  in  all  thofe  paflTions  ,  wherewith 
the  founded  bodies  are  prefiedryeajTyrants,  who  burn  whole  Cities 
upon  the  firft  motion  of  rage,  and  chollcr  ,  and  who  allow  themfclves 
to  aft  what  unlawfull  thing  foever,  do  nothing  more  than  my  felf,  favc 
onely  to  enjoy  thofe  things  I  defire ,  and  to  execute  thofe  defigns  re- 
maining onely  in  my  will,  I  wanting  their  power  to  perpetrate  the  like: 
Nor  can  the  Feaver,  the  Stone^  nor  the  Scytica,  as  yet  tame  my  rebel- 
lious fpirit,  or  caufe  it  to  become  capable  of  Difcipline ',  and  if  time 
had  added  years  to  the  reft  of  my  infirmities ,  I  verily  think  1  fhould 
defire  to  behold  unclean  fights  with  fpeftacles,  fach  I  mean  as  you  ut- 
terly avoid  ,  and  caufe  my  felf  to  be  carried  to  thofe  lewd  places,  whe- 
ther alone  I  were  unable  to  go :  Infomuch  that  as  there  are  divers 
paintings  which  arenccelTirily  to  be  clean  defaced  ,  to  take  away  the 
defcd:s  i  So  I  much  fear,  nothing  but   Death   can   flay  the  cur- 
rent of  my  crimes ,  unlefs  by  your  means  I  enter  into  a  fecond  Jife, 
more  fruithfull  than  the  former.     I  therefore  fpeak  in  good  fadnefs,  fee 
your  whole  Cltrgie  to  prayer,  and  command  a  publick  Fafl  in  the 

fame 


2?*    B  A  L  Z  A  C.  C 

faaie  flriftnefs,  as  though  you  were  to  impetratc  at  the  hands  of  (God, 
ihe  converfion  of  the  great  Tnrk »  or  of  the  Fcrfian  Emperour.  Pro- 
pound to  your  felf  Monfters  in  ray  will  to  be  maftred,and  an  infinity  of 
Enemies  to  overcome  in  mypaffions,  and  after  all  this  you  will  bear 
roe  witnefs  ,  I  have  not  made  matters  greater  then  they  are,  and  fave 
onely  a  certain  imperfeft  defire  I  have  to  repent ,  and  a  kinde  of  fmall 
refiftance  ,  1  fometimcs  make  againft  the  beginnings  and  buddings  of 
■vice  >  there  is  not  any  difference  at  all  between  my  felf  and  the 
greateft  fmnet  living :  But  take  not  (I  befeech  you)  this  I  write ,  as  a 
mark  of  my  humility ,  for  you  never  read  a  truer  relation :  and  what 
St.  Paul  fpake  in  the  perfon  of  Maniimde,  accufmg  himfelf  of  other 
mens  offences ,  is  my  own  (imple  difpofition ,  which  I  deliver  into 
the  hands  of  the  Dtjine  Jufiice.  1  hate  my  felf;  yet  true  it  is,  I  fmde 
fo  great  coldnefs  in  the  performance  of  pious  aftions ,  that  my  minde 
feemcth  to  be  imprifoned  when  at  any  time  my  duty  draweth  me  to 
Churchy  and  when  I  am  there  ,  1  rather  feek  diverfions  and  tempta- 
tions, then  inf^ruftion  or  edification :  Even  mental  prayer  being  an 
Oblation  for  all  hours,  and  which  may  be  performed  without  either 
burnt  Incenje  ,  or  hloudy  Sacrifices ,  and  the  finifhing  whereof  is  fo  near 
the  firft  motion *,  is  to  me  as  laborious,  as  the  Pilgrimage  of  Mount 
Serrat ,  or  of  our  Lady  of  I  oretta ,  would  be  to  another.  I  am  always 
fad  9  but  never  penitent ;  I  love  foli tar inefs,  but  hate  aufterity  ;  I  fide 
with  honeft  men ,  but  refide  with  the  wicked  :  if  at  any  time  fome  fmall 
rays  of  Devotion  rcfleft  upon  my  crazy  confcience ,  they  are  of  (o 
fhort  continuance ,  and  fo  weak,  as  they  neither  aflford  me  light  nor 
hcatj  foasall  this  being  but  accident,  and  meet  change,  doth  not 
anyway  merit  the  name  o(  good ,  and  it  were  great  wrong  to  ^ij-f/zr, 
to  rank  it  in  the  number  of  cafual  occurrents.  You  are  therefore  ne- 
ceilarily  to  labour  for  my  converfion  ,  which  I  am  unable  to  cfFcft  of 
my  felf,  and  that  for  my  part ,  I  onely  aflFocrd  matter  whereon  to  make 
an  honefl  man.  If  there  be  certain  Saints  whom  we  owe  to  the  tears 
and  interctflion  of  others ,  and  if  fome  Martyrs  have  made  their  very 
Executioners  Companions  of  their  Glorie,  I  may  well  hope  you  will 
be  a  powerfuU  means  to  fave  me  with  your  fclfv  and  that  one  day 
(happily)  I  may  be  mentioned  among  the  reft  of  your  Miracles.  Sir, 
I  know  your  life  to  be  fo  fpotlefs ,  as  though  you  were  incorporeal,  or 
never  loved  any  other  than  that  Supream  beauty  ,  from  whence  all 
others  are  derived  :  Wherefore  there  is  no  queftion  but  fo  rare  a  yir- 
tue  may  eafily  impctrate  at  Gods  hands  any  fupplication  you  fhall  exhi- 
bite,nor  is  there  any  doubt  he  hath  (for  you  allotted)  other  limits  to  his 
bounty,  fave  his  onely  omnipotency.  You  fhall  yet  at  the  leaft  findc  in 
me  Obedience  &  Docility,if  I  have  not  attained  any  firoriger  habitudes. 
You  (hall  have  to  do  with  one  who  amidft  the  corruption  of  this  Age, 
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wheKia  well  nigh  all  Spirits  revolt  from  the  Fakh^  cannot  be  drawn  to 
believe  any  truch  to  be  grearcr,  than  what  he  hath  undcrftood  from  his 
I^if'ffe  or  Mother,  if  in  wha:  concemetfi  not  Religion,  I  have  fometimcs 
had  my  private  fence  and  opinion  ,  I  do  with  my  very  heart  leave  the 
fame,  to  the  end,  to  reconcile  my  felf  with  the  Vulgar\m6  Icaft  I  fhould 
appear  an  enemy  to  my  Comtrej  for  a  flight  word,  or  matter  of  fmall  im- 
portance.    I  f  (^fp(p  had  held  himfelf  to  this  Olaxim  ,  he  might  fecurcly 
have  lived  among  men,nor  had  he  been  profecuted  with  all  txrreamicy, 
as  the  moft  lavage  of  all  beafts:  But  he  rather  chofe  to  make  a  Tragical 
cod,  than  to  exped  a  death,  wherewith  the  World  was  unacquainted, 
OB  to  execute  onely  ordinary  anions.    So  far  as  I  can  learn  ,  or  if  the 
report  which  pailfcth  be  current,  he  had  a  conceit  he  might  one  d^y 
prove  to  be  that  falfe  Pfophet, wherewith  the  declining  age  of  the 
Cku'fch  is  threatned  :  and  though  he  be  but  of  mean  extraftion  ,  an^ 
poor  fortunes ,  he  was  notwithftanding  fo  prefumptuous ,  as  to  imagine 
himfelf  to  be  the  man,  who  is  to  come  with  armed  forces  to  dtfturb  the 
quiet  ofconfciencts,  and  for  whom  the  infernal  Minifters  keep  all  the 
Tteafures  yet  hidden  in  the  earths  entrails.    So  long  as  he  contented 
himfelf  in  committing  onely  humane  faults,  writing  as  yet  wiih  a«un- 
tajjaced  ?en,  1  often  told  him ,  his  Verfts  were  not  paffable  \  and  that  he 
was  in  the  wrong  to  efleem  himfelf  an  undcrflanding  man.    But  he  per- 
ceiving that  the  rules  I  propounded  to  him  ,  for  bettering  his  abilkies, 
to  be  over-fharp  and  feverc  for  him ,  and  finding  fmall  hope  of  arriving 
whether  I  defir cd  to  conduct  him,  he  perhaps  thought  befl  to  Teek  out 
feme  other  way  to  bring  himfelf  into  a  credit  at  Co^/t,  hoping  of  a  mean 
Voet  CO  become  a  mighty  Prophet :  So  that  (as  it  is  generally  reported) 
after  he  had  perverted  a  number  of  filly  Spirits,  and  long  fhewed  him- 
felf in  the  throng  of  tlic  ignorant  multitudeihc  in  conclufion  did  as  one, 
who  fhould  caft  himfelf  into  a  bottomlcfspir,  on  purpole  to  gain  the  re- 
putation of  being  an  admirable  f temper.     My  Lord ,  you  remember  (I 
doubt  not)  what  our  joynt  opinion  hath  been  of  fuch  like  perfons,  and 
the  weaknefs  you  fhewed  there  was  in  the  principles  of  their  wicked  ! 
m^irine.     Now  truely  how  extravagant  foevcr  my  5/??-^?/ hath  been,  I 
have  yet  ever  fubmitted  the  fame'to  the  Authority  of  G  O  D  S  Churchy 
and  to  the  confent  of  T^ations '-,  and  as  I  have  always  held,  that  aii«gle 
drop  of  water ,  would  more  eafily  corrupt,  then  the  whole  Ocean :  So 
have  1  ever  affured  my  fcIf ,  that  particalar  opinions  could  never  be  ei- 
ther fo  found,  or  follid,  as  the  general  Tenets.     A  lilly  man  ,  whahath 
no  further  l^norfftedge  of  himfelf,  than  by  the  relations  of  others ,  who 
is  at  Mxiiafits  end,  and  wholly  confounded  in  the  confideration,  or  refle- 
xion upon  the  meanefl  works  of  Naf«>T ;  who  after  the  revolution  of  fo 
vmr\y  Aqesy  is  not  able  to  affign  the  caufe  of  a  certain  Rivets  overflow ; 
Kor  of  theintcrvaleSjOr  good  days  of  a  Tertian  Ague :  How  dare  he  pre- 
s.  >  fume 
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fume  to  (peak  confidently  of  chat  infinite  Majesfyy  in  whofe  prefence 
the  Angels  themfelves  cover  their  faces  with  their  ^vings ,  and  under 
whom  the  very  Heavens  crouch ,  even  to  the  6artbs  lowed  concavi-ies. 
There  is  no  other  thing  remaining  for,  us,  fave  the  onely glory  of  Ww- 
mUU)^znd  Obedience^  within  the  limits  whereof, we  ought  to  contain  our 
felvcs :  And  fince  it  is  moft  certain,  that  Humaiu  reafon  reacheth  not  to 
fo  high  a  pich  as  to  attain  the  perfedion  oi  Knowledge^  we  ought  inftcad 
of  dilpufing,  or  queftioning  points  of  T{eligion,  to  reft  fatisfied  in  the 
adoration  of  the  Myfterics:for  doubtlefs,  if  we  ftrive  to  enter  further 
thereinto,  Of  fearch  for  a  thing  uctei  ly  unknown  to  all  Phylofophy ,  and 
concealed  from  the  Sages  of  this  Woild ,  we  fliiU  by  fuch  prophane  cu- 
riofity  gain  onely  the  dazeling  of  our  eys,  and  confufion  of  our  fences: 
God  by  the  light  of  his  Ga/pel  hath  revealed  unto  us  divers  Truths^ 
whereof  we  were  utterly  ignorant ;  but  he  refervech  for  us  far  greater 
Mylienesy  which  we  fhill  never  comprehend,  but  onely  in  that  King- 
dom, which  he  hath  prepared  for  his  choph  Servants ,  and  by  the  onely 
vifion  ot  his  Face.    In  the  mean  time :  to  the  end ,  to  augment  the  merit 
of  our  Faith,  and  the  more  to  perfe(3io.iate  our  Piety  ,  his  pleafure  is, 
that  ^m^j^wwi  fhould  become  as  blinde  Lovers ,  and  that  they  have  not 
any  other  defires,  or  hopes,  but  for  thofe  things  above  the  reach  of  their 
under fta'/idings ,  and  which  they  can  no  way  comprehend  by  NaturaC 
reafoH,    Sofoonasthe  cimeyoti  have  prefixed  me,  fha  II  be  expired, 
and  the  VTime-r^fes  make  the  Spring  appear ,  I  will  not  fail  to  wait  up- 
on you,  and  diligently  to  addrels  my  felf  to  the  cOlled:ion  of  your  grave 
and  important  D'pfcourfcs^  and  to  become  an  honeft  man  by  hearing^{v\cc 
that  is  the  Sence  appointed  for  the  apprehenfiOn  of  Chnftian  virtues,  and 
whereby  the  Son  of  God  was  conceived  ,  and  his  Kingdom  eftablifbed 
among  men.    But  it  is  needlefs  to  ufe  any  artifice^  or  that  you  paint  the 
place  of  your  abode  in  fo  gloriom  colnnrsy  thereby  to  invite  me  to  come : 
For  though  you  preached  in  theDrp>'f,or  were  you  hidden  in  fuch  a 
corner  of  the  irorld,  where  the  Sim  did  onely  fhire  upon  tiie  fieri!  Sands 
and  fteep  Rocl(s :  you  well  know,  I  fhouldefteem  my  felf  happy  where 
you  are.     Your  Co?fipany  being  of  power  to  make  cither  a  prifon,  or  pro- 
fcription  pleafing  unto  me',and  wherein  I  finde  theLoover  and  the  «vhole 
Court,w\\\  add  (to  the  defcription  you  have  made  of  Air)  divers  beau- 
ties which  Geographers  have  not  hitherto  obrerved,as  being  far  greater, 
than  others,  though  more  fecrer.    Thofe  Mountains  which  will  not  al- 
low F'/-<a»«and  Sp^w  fobeonemans,  and  under  which  the  Rain  and 
Thunder  are  framed,  will  appear  to  me  more  huj^e  ,  than  they  formerly 
did,  when  I  firftfawthtm:  yourwaters,which  heretofore  cured  divers 
difeafes,  will  even  raife  the  dead,  if  you  once  blefs  them ',  and  doubtlefs 
this  people,  always  bred  up  to  bear  Arms,  and  who  as  the  Fire  and  Irm 
is  onely  deflinared  for  the  ufe  of  irar^  hath  (ere  now)  mollified  rheir 
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fierce  humour  by  the  moderation  of  your  milde  condu^.  For  my 
part  (5?Vj)  I  make  account  to  become  a  new  man  under  your  hands, 
and  to  receive  a  fecond  Birth  from  you.  Truely,  ic  would  be  a  thing 
light  happy  to  me,  and  in  it  fclf  famous*,  \i\\\t\\VtSfintml healthy 
proceeding  from  the  garmenrs  and  fhadows  of  the  ^poflles,  might  hap- 
pen unro  me  by  approaching  fo  holy  a  perfon  ',  and  if  being  your  worli' 
ma'djhip,  and  the  Son  of  your  Spirit ,  I  fhould  inflantly  refemble  a  Fa- 
ther fo  hip^Wy  endowed  with  all  thofe  rare  qualities  and  perfeftions, 
which  are  wholy  deficient  in  me. 

Ba  l  zac. 

To  Alounfieur  de  la  Motts  Algron^ 

Letter     XV. 
Efterday  was  one  of  thofe  Sunlefs  days  (as  you  tearm  them) 
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which  refemble  that  beautifull  blinde  Mud,  wherewith  Thili^ 
the  fecond  fell  in  Love.  Truely,  I  never  took  more  pleafure  in  fo  pri- 
vate a  folitarinefs;and  though  I  walked  in  a  large  and  open  plain,where- 
of  man  could  make  no  other  ure,but  for  two  Armies  to  fight  in :  yet  the 
ffiade  the  Heavens  caft  on  all  fides,  caufed  me  little  to  regard  thefhelter 
of  Caves, or  Forrefls.  There  was  a  general  and  quiet  calm  from  the 
higheft  Region  of  the  sAir,  even  to  the  Superficies  of  the  Earth :  the 
waters  of  Rivers  Teemed  as  even  and  fmooth  as  thofe  of  Lakes  9  and 
furely ;  if  at  Sea.  fuch  a  calm^fhould  for  ever  furprife  fhips,  they  could 
never  be  either  fafe,  or  funk.  This  1  fay ,  on  purpofe  to  make  you  re- 
pent the  lofs  of  fo  a  pleafant  a  day,  for  not  coming  abroad  out  of  the  Ci- 
tie  ,as  alfo  to  draw  you  fometimes  cue  of  your  Afigouiefme,  where  you 
tread  levil  with  our  Towers  and  Steeples,  to  come  and  take  part  oCj 
thofe  pleafures  wherein  the  ancient  Princes  of  the  ivorld  took  delight :  j 
who  ufually  refrefhed  themlelves  in  Fountains  ,  and  lived  on  thofe, 
fruits  which  Forrefls  affoord.  Your  friends  are  here  in  a  fmall  circle 
environed  with  Mountains,  and  where  is  yet  remaining  fomefew  grains 
of  that  fair  Gold  whereof  the  fir  si  Age  was  compofed.  In  truth ,  whea 
the  fire  of  War  is  flaming  in  the  four  corners  of  France  ,  and  that  with- 
in a  hundred  paces  hence,  the  whole  Earth  is  covered  with  adverfe 
Troups  and  Armies  j  they  with  mutual  confent  do  always  fpare  our 
Village.  The  Spring-time  in  other  places  producing  the  beiiegings  of 
Forts  and  Cities,  with  other  enrerprifes  of  War,  and  which  for  this 
dozen  years  hath  been  lefs  looked  for ,  in  refpeft  of  the  change  of  Sea- 
fons ,  then  for  any  alteration  of  Affairs ,  fuflfcrs  us  to  fee  no  other 
thing  but  violets  and  Rofes.  Our  people  are  nor  contained  in  rheir 
primativc  innocencie,either  by  fear  of  Laws,  or  Study  of  Scicnccs:They 
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(to  live  uprightly)  do  fimply  follow  their  natural  Lomtj^  and  draw  more 
advantage  from  their  ignorance  of  Vke^  then  moft  of  us  do  out  of  the 
knowledge  of  Virtue :  (o  as  in  this  Terrirorie  of  two  miles ,  they  know 
not  how  to  cofen  any,  fave  Birds  and  Bcafls  ,  and  the  pleading  Lan- 
guage is  as  unknown  here,  as  that  of  ^mmca^or  of  other  parrs  of  the 
i "World,  which  have  efcaped  the  avarice  of  Ferdinand ,  ^nd  the  ambi- 
Ition  of  If abcUa.     Thofe  things  which  hurt  the  health  of  man,  or  cflFend 
their  eys,  are  generally  banifhed  hence  \  Snakes  nor  Lizards  are  never 
ifeen  here  ,  and  of  creeping  creatures  we  know  no  other  but  Mdlom  and 
'  Strarvkerrics.  I  intend  not  here  to  draw  you  the  portrait  of  a  palace,the 
Iworkmanfhip  whereof  hath  not  been  ordered  according  to  the  rules  of 
architefturej  nor  the  matter  fo  precious  as  Marble  and  Purphire.  I  will 
onely  tell  you  that  at  the  Gates  there  is  a  Grove ,  wherein  at  full  noon 
there  enters  no  more  day  than  needs  mufl  not  to  make  it  night,  and  to 
caufc  all  colours  nor  to  lock  black  :  fo  that  between  the  Sun  and  the 
fhadc,  there  is  a  kinde  of  third  temper  compnfcd  ,  which  may  well  be 
endured  by  tbe  weakeft  eys,  and  hide  the  deformities  of  painted  faces. 
The  Trees  here,  are  green  to  the  very  ground  ,  as  well  with  their  own 
^leaves,  as  with  Juy  which  invirons  them  :  and  iis  for  the  fruites  where- 
!  in  they  are  deficient,  their  branches  are  all  befe:  with  Turtle- Doves 
tand  Phefants,  and  this  at  all  times  in  the  year.    From  thence  I  march 
into  a  Meddow,  where  I  tread  upon  Tulipans  and  Anemons,  having 
■caufedthem  to  be  mingled  among  other  Flowers,  to  confirm  my  opi- 
:|nion  I  brought  from  my  Travails,  that  French  flowers  are  not  fo  fair,  as 
tthofe  of  Forrcign  Conntreys.    1  (fometimes  walk  down  into  that  Val- 
|ley ,  being  the  fecret  part  of  my  Defcrt,  and  which  till  now)  was  not 
known  to  any  man :  It  is  a  Countrey  to  be  wifhed  for  and  painted. 
il  have  made  choice  thereof  for  my  moft  precious  occupations ,  there 
to  pafs  the  moft  pleafing  hours  of  my  life :  The  Trees  and  water  ne- 
jver  fuffer  this  place  to  want  couldnefs  and  verdure-    The  Swans  which 
ji  covered  the  whole  River ,  are  retired  to  this  place  of  fccurity  :  living 
jiin  a  Channel,  which  caufeth  the  greateft  talkers  to  take  a  nap,  fo 
ffoon  as  they  come  near ',  and  on  whofe  Banks  I  am  always  happy ',  be 
I  merry,  or  melanchoUy  :  Howfhort  a  timefoever  I  ftay  there  ,  I  fup- 
pofe  I  enter  into  my  firft  innocency :  my  defires ,  my  fears  and  hopes 
ftop  in  a  trice :  all  the  motions  of  my  Soul  flackcn ,  nor  have  I  any 
pafrionsremaining,orif  1  have  any,  1  govern  them  as  tame  beafts. 
Tnc  Sun  conveys  its  light  thither,  but  never  its  heat.     The  place 
is  fo  low  ,  as  it  can  onely  receive  the  laft  poin-'S  of  its  beams:  be- 
ing therefore  the  more  beautifull  ,    in  that  they  are  lefs  burning, 
and  the  light   thereof  altogether  pure.     But  as  ic  is  my  felf  who 
have  difcovered  this  new  found  Land  *,    fo  do  I  pollefs   ir  with- 
out any  partner  ,  nor  would  I  fliare  ic  with  my  own  Brother. 
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But  in  all  other  quarters  under  my  command,  there  is  not  a  man  who 
Courts  nor  his  Miftrefs  without  controul,  nor  fervant  of  mine  who  is  not 
Mafter  9  each  one  fatisfying  himfelf  of  what  he  loves ,  and  fpending  the 
time  at  pleafure.   And  on  the  other  fide,  when  I  fee  the  Grafs  troddcH 
down  •,  and  on  the  other  the  Corn  full  of  Layers :  I  am  well  affured,  ic 
is  neither  Windc  nor  Hail,  hath  made  this  work,  but  onely  a  Shepheard 
and  his  fweec  heart.    At  which  door  foever  I  go  out  of  my  houfe,  or  on 
what  fide  foever  I  turn  mine  cys,  in  this  pleafant  Vathmos  ,  I  finde  the 
River  of  Char  ant  on  well  meriting  as  much  fame ,  as  that  of  TagtUy  and 
whtrtin,  when  the  Beafts  go  to  drink ,  they  fee  the  Heavens  as  clear  as 
we  do,  and  enjoy  the  fame  advantage ,  which  elfcwhere  men  have  over 
them.     Befides,  this  pure  water  is  fo  in  love  with  this  petty  Province, 
that  ic  divides  ic  ftlf  intoa  thoufand  branches,  and  makes  an  infinite  of 
windings  and  turnings,  as  loath  to  leave  and  deprive  it  felf  of  fo  plca- 
fing  a  lodging  j  and  when  at  any  time  it  over-floweth,  it  is  onely  to 
make  the  year  more  fei  tile, and  to  affoord  us  means  to  catch  Tiouts  and 
Pikes,  leaving  them  upon  the  levil  *,  and  which  are  fo  great  and  excel- 
lent, as  they  equal  the  Sea  Monfters  j  the  Crocadilesof  Ni/^,and  all  the 
fuppofed  Gold  ro.wling  in  thofe  feigned  Rivers,  fo  much  fpoken  of  by 
Voets,   The  great  Duke  of  Efperrion  comes  hether  fometimes  for  change 
of  felicity  ,  and  to  lay  afide  that  auftere  virtue  and  fplendour  ,  which 
dazclerh  rhe  tys  of  all  men,  to  aiTume  milder  qualities,  and  a  more  ac- 
codible  Majefly.     This  Cardinal  likewife,  by  whom  Heaven  intends  to 
aft  fo  high  defigns,  and  of  whom  you  hearmedayly  fpeak,  after  the 
lofs  of  his  brother,  who  was  fuch  a  one,  as  if  he  might  have  chofen  him 
among  all  men ,  he  would  not  have  taken  any  other :  after  (as  I  (ay) 
having  indured  chac  loff,  well  deferving  to  draw  tears  from  the  QpecB, 
he  made  chr>ice  of  this  place,  here  to  cxercifc  his  patience,  and  to  re- 
ceive from  Gods  hands,  who  loverh  filence ,  and  who  isfourkl  in  folirary 
retirements,  what  Phylofopby  affoordcth  not,  nor  is  to  be  pradifed 
among  the  throng  of  people,     I  would  enlarge  my  felf  upon  other  ex- 
amples, to  /hew  you  how  my  Village  hath  at  all  times  been  frequented 
by  Heroical  Hermit s^  and  how  the  fleps  of  Princes  and  great  Siegniours, 
are  (as  yet)  newly  trodden  in  my  ordinary  paths.     But  the  more  toi 
enviteyou  to  come  hicheri  I  fuppofe  It  fiiRicicnc  to  fay,  that  yirgiiandi 
my  felf  do  here  attend  you :  if  therefore  you  be  accompanied  in  this 
Voyage  with  your  Mi^fcs ',  and  other  Mznufcripts ,  we  fhall  not  need  to 
intcrtain  the  time  wi:h  Court  news,  nor  with  the  Germain  XKOuh\*iS, 
let  me  nor  live  ,  if  ever  I  faw  any  thing  comparable  to  your  Spiritual 
Meditatmn^  and  if  the  leaft  part  of  the  work  youfhewed  me,  be  not  of 
more  worth  than  all  Franliferd  Mart ,  and  all  thofe  great  Books  which:  '^ 
come  to  us  from  rhe  North ,  bringing  cold  weather  and  Frofts  along 
with  them.    I  alTure  you  the  Prefidcnt  oil  HO  u^  who  was  as  wor- 
thy 
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thy  a  Jadge  oiLatlne  Sloquence,  as  of  the  life  and  Fortunes  of  men  j  and 
who  had  left  an  cxaft  Hiftory  bchinde  him ,  had  he  pleafed  to  rctraft 
fome  things*,  made  no  fmall  cftccm  ot  thefe  my  Countrcy-mcn :  But  I 
cannot  as  yet  conceive  what  caufed  him  to  affcft  certain  wits  (o  contra- 
ry to  his  own  ,  and  who  never  were  acquainted,  nor  did  (o  much  as 
dream  of  that  T^man  purity ,  you  purfue  with  fo  great  fcrupuloliry  and 
exaft  diligence.  You  will  let  thefe  men  fee  I  allure  my  fclf^  yea, 
and  thofe  wife  Tranfalpines  themfelves  likewife,  who  think  all  fuch  to  be 
Scythians  who  are  not  Italians^  even  in  what  fafliion  they  fpakc  in  Au- 
gnftm  his  age ;  yea,  and  in  a  time  more  clear  from  the  corrHption  of 
good  cuftoms.  In  a  word,  befides  the  propriety  of  terms,  and  chaftity 
of  ftile,  which  lendeth  a  lufter^to  your  elaborate  writings,  your  conceits 
arc  fo  fublime,  and  fo  full  of  courage  9  that  it  is  veiy  probable  the  an- 
cient Republick  of  Kome  was  adorned  with  the  like,  at  what  time  ic  was 
'  viftorious  ?over  the  world,  and  when  the  Senate  conceived  infcmblable 
terms,  the  Commandments  they  prefcribcd  to  greaccft  Princes,  and  the 
I  anfwers  it  addieilcd  to  all  Nations  on  earth :  I  will  fpeak  further ,  when 
you  appear  where  I  cxpcd  you  \  and  where  inftead  of  FlorverSy  Fruki, 
and  Shades ,  which  I  prepare  for  you,  I  hope  to  receive  from  you  all  the 
riches  of  Art  and  Nature,  In  the  interim  ('to  ufe  my  Lord  the  Cardinal 
d'ofats  term)  I  bid  you  good  night,  and  let  you  know^  that  if  you  feek 
i  cxcufes  not  to  come,  I  am  no  longer 

I     The  26.  Septem-  Tour  mosi  bumble  and, 

j        bcr,  1622.  faithfuU  fervanty 

BALZAC. 


To Mounjienr de  boisKoh^i  frsm  B  a  l  z  a  c. 

LitterXVI. 
Sir, 

I  Was  upon  the  point  not  to  have  written  any  more  unto  you,  and  to 
have  contented  my  felf  in  fending  you  fingle  commendations,  fmce  I 
ise  my  Letters  procure  you  Enemies :  and  for  that  you  are  in  day  ly  con- 
:eftation  for  defending  them  ;  if  therefore  you  defire  continuance  of 
Dur  conference  in  this  kindc,  live  hence-forward  repofedly,  and  recon- 
:L!e  your  felf  to  choice  wits,  from  whom  I  fliould  be  forry  you  fliculd  fe- 
5arate  your  felf  for  my  fake  \  it  is  far  better  to  conceal  a  fmall  truth, 
han  to  diflurb  a  general  peace  ;  and  I  fhould  hold  my  Eloquence 
!8  pernicious  as  the  pcrfedions  o{ Helena^  fhould  it  prove  any  caufc  of 
'our  fjuarrels.    Since  there  h^ve  been  found  men  who  have  carped  ac 

the 
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the  Worlds  compofurc ,  and  fpied  fpocs  in  the  Sun  3  it  is  very  likely 
inferiour  things  cannot  be  more  perfcd ;  and  that  there  is  nothing  lo 
abfolucely  approved  ,  againft  which  there  hath  not  been  feme  thing 
difputed ,  and  certain  weak  reafons  allcadged.  1  confefs  1  write  as 
men  build  Temples  and  Pallaces,and  that  1  fometimes  fetch  my  Mate- 
rials a  far  off,  as  we  are  to  make  a  voyage  of  two  thoufand  Leagues, 
to  tranfporc  the  Treafures  oiAmcdca  mioSpain.  But  if  Pearls  be  not 
precious  bccaufe  they  grow  not  in  the  fands  of  Seme  *,  or  if  in  what  I 
do ,  (omc  condemn  me ,  it  lufticeth  that  I  am  not  of  their  mindej  if 
the  worft  come,  I  appeal  to  my  Lord  the  Cardinal  of /(/f/;c/ir«,  of 
whofe  approbation  1  tfrcem  more,  thm  of  popular  favour,  or  ap- 
plaufe  of  Theaters.  It  is  long  fince  I  underftood  from  him  that  I 
exceeded  others,  not  excepting  even  thofe  who  firive  to  afpire  tea 
kinde  of  Tyranny,  and  to  uiurp  s  moreabloUite  Authority  over  wits, 
than  is  either  lawfull,  or  reafonablc.  This  being fo,  Jfhouldmuch 
wrong  that  great  perfon  ,  on  whofe  books  God  hath  placed  the  Truth 
wefctk  after ,  as  well  as  the  Eloquence  all  of  us  imagine  we  have  at-. 
rained  fnould  I  digrcfs  from  his  opinion ,  to  regard  what  tour  or  five 
Oi  thofe  compofers  of  Rom-rad  of  the  Rofe  fay,  who  have  [nO  other. 
Language  but  Legends  :  if  I  would  conrcnc  n.y  felf  with  my  Infant 
conceptions,  or  determined  to  write  as  an  horieft  Woman  fhould, 
fpeak,  they  would  h?ppUy  finde  their  own  facility  in  my  fTorks 
though  trocly,  if  1  take  any  pains  therein ,  I  alUire  my  felf  they  will 
fooner  guefs  at ,  then  gain  my  conceptions.  Euttruely,  he  who  pur- 
poltth  to  himfelf  the  idea  of  perfc<Sion ,  and  who  labours  for  Etc/-' 
nity ,  ought  not  to  let  ar.y  thing  efcape  his  Ten ,  till  after  long  and  fe- 
ricus  confaltation  wich  himself.  Yec  will  I  tell  you  ,  and  all  the 
World  may  eafily  undcrftand  ,  that  my  writings  finell  more  of  Musk 
and  Ayikr,  than  of  6?;/,  or  frvcat-^  whereas  our  of  that  great  labou- 
riouincfs  they  fo  much  frame  to  thfmfelves,  there  will  itifallibly  arife, 
obicuriry,  which  none  bat  the  Blr/ide  can  tax  me  wi:h.  But  as  for 
thofe  fellows ,  it  is  always  night  with  them  ,  and  they  are  rather  to 
acculc  thtrir  Mothers  of  thtir  defefts,  and  not  colours ,  or  the  light :  I 
iiideavcur  (in  what  i  m^y)  to  make  all  my  conceptions  popular,  and. 
to  be  intelligible  among  Women  and  Children  ,  even  when  I  fpeak 
ofthings  beyond  their  Capacity  :  but  if  your  friends  fuppofe  certain 
of  my  conceits  to  be  over- far  fetcht ,  let  them  throughly  obfcrve, 
whether  they  tranfcend  my  fub)ed,  or  rheir  conceptions  i  or  whither 
1  §0  affray ,  or  they  loofe  fight  of  me  :  There  are  divers  things  above 
feaibn,  which  yet  are  not  contrary  thereto.  An  Heroical  virtue  ma- 
king ufe  of  exceflTcs  and  heighrh  of  paflions ,  goeth  as  far  beyond 
vulgar  Firtue,  as  it  furmounrcth  Fice :  we  are  not  therefore  to  fhut  up 
aiJ  !ri!s  wichia  the  fame  limits ,  nor  prefenrly  to  cenfure  that  as  Ex- 
orbitant,' 
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orblcanti  which  is  onely  extraordinary  :Otherwife  we  fhould  refem- 
blcthac  poor  l^prvegian ,  who  the  firrt  time  hcfaw  T^ffes^  durfl  noc 
rouchthem  for  fear  of  burning  his  fingers,  and  was  much  amazed  to 
fee  (as  he  fuppofed^  Trees  to  bear^re  :  Surely  as  Novelty  is  noc  of 
force  to  make  Monfters  well  featured ,  To  ought  it  noc  to  hinder  our 
affcftions  to  excellent  things,  though  unknown  unto  us.  If  for  the 
undcrftanding  my  language ,  it  were  necefVary  to  learn  two ,  or  that 
Anxietie  yD:  ere pnude  J  and  the  Irntamcnts  of  Despnr  ,  were  familiar 
phrafes  with  me  \  if  I  made  ufe  of  ivaves  inftead  of  iVdUr^  and  evil  Fates 
for  i\\  fortune,  or  the  Fioacr-dc-luce  for  France,  to  the  end  to  play 
the  Poet  in  Profe  *,  fhould  I  immolate  my  felf  to  publick  fcorn,and  fail 
upon  the  Ocean  in  the  flormical  feafons  of  the  year,  if  I  fhould  fay, 
the  Mfericordious  fuliice  of  God  y  and  his  )ufl  Mifericord',  or  pluck 
comparifons  from  Plmc ;  and  could  I  noc  commend  a  JQng  with- 
out the  help  oiAUx^mder  the  Grea:,  and  Plut^rclis  worthies ;  if  inftead 
of  well-fpeaking ,  I  fhould  tranflate  Tacitus  ill ,  and  if  in  fpite  of  him 
I  fhould  force  him  to  deliver  his  opinion  concerning  all  the  affairs  of 
this  age,  you  then  might  righdy  blame  me  from  bringing  follies  lo  far 
off,  and  for  taking  fo  much  pains  to  make  my  (ielf  ridiculous.  Buc 
furely  1  fhould  be  the  moft  innocent  of  all  others ,  had  I  onely  of- 
fended therein  i  and  I  may  fafely  fay  without  vanity,  that  even  the 
f  follies  ofj  my  Infancie^  were  more  ferious  than  thofe  fweec  TQjetoricat 
flowers :  when  all  is  faid ,  fmcc  there  is  nothing  but  T{eligion  can  force 
us  to  believe  what  fhe  pleafeth ,  and  tbac  Kjngs  themfelves  have  no 
power  over  Souls ,  I  am  well  fatisfied  with  the  afFcdion  of  my  friends, 
and  do  willingly  leave  their  judgements  free  to  themfelves.  One 
Good-night  is  more  worth  than  all  our  Eloquence  ,  and  not  to  know 
the  miferies  of  this  life,  is  to  be  more  learned  than  the  Scorbo- 
nifls  and  fcfuits.  For  my  part,  (defpif^ng  the  World  as  I  do)  I 
cannot  much  efleem'my  felf,  who  make  up  one  of  the  fickliefl 
parts  thereof;  and  I  have  fo  poor  an  opinion  of  my  own  fufficicn- 
cy ,  as  I  little  efleem  the  Talents  of  others.  Think  noc  then ,  I 
;  adore  the  workmanfhip  of  my  hands  ,  though  I  take  as  much  pains 
therein ,  as  did  the  ancient  Carvers  in  counterfeiting  their  gods* 
I  Butcontrariwife,  it  is  the  reafon  why  I  diflike  them,  and  had  I 
been  a  man  often  thoufand  Crowns  rent,  I  would  have  given  the  half 
of  it  to  a  Secretary,  oncly  to  hire  him  not  to  indite  thofc  Letters  yon 
have  fo  much  admired. 


TheiS-  Pebruarj, 
1524. 
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BALZAC. 

I'd  my  Lord  Cardinal  de  la  YzktC'j  from  Mom- 
ficur  D*  B  A  L  z  A  c. 


Jhe  [econd  Book* 


E    T  T   E   R 


I, 


Hilft  you  imploy  your  hours  in  gaining  hearts  and  VotcSj 


^^J^-^^'^i'  and  happily  lay  the  foundation  of  fome  eminent  entcr- 
'§)iW  W  P^'^*^*  l^<^'c  enjoyarepofednefsnocunhkcthatof  the 
'V%j  dead,and  which  is  never  rouzed  but  by  Ciomd(Cs  kilTcs. 


gl  If  the  Duke  of  Off  una.  be  chofen  Kingof  T^^f^/a,  (as 
vou  write  the  report  runneth)  I  findeno  ftrancenefs  in 


you  write  tne  report 
it.  The  World  is  fo  old,  and  hath  fcen  fo  much ,  it  can  hardly  fpie  any 
new  matter  •,  nor  is  there  at  this  day  any  lawfull  Authority,  whofe  Ori- 
gin (for  the  mod  part)  hath  not  been  unjull  And  on  theothet  fide 
the  ill  fucccfs  of  revolts  arc  far  more  frequent  than  are  the  changes  of 
States:  and  the  fame  ad:ion,which  hath  no  lefs than  a  Diademe  for  the 
aim,  hath  often  an  ignominious  death  for  its  end.  Howfoever  this  hap- 
pens, it  fhall  not  much  trouble  me,  fmce  the  ilTue  cannot  be  other  than 
advantagious  to  this  State.  For  God  herein  will  either  make  it  appear, 
that  he  is  proteftor  of  Kings :  or  it  falling  ouc  othcrwire,yetatleaftic 
will  weaken  the  Enemies  to  this  Crown.  But  I  hope  you  will  not  ad- 
vifc  me  to  beat  my  brains  upon  thofe  politick  confiderations  3  for  fhouM 
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\  do  fo,!t  were  no  lefs  than  to  retraft  the  rcfolotion  I  had  taken  to  look 
upon  things  pafTing  among  us  and  our  neighbours,  as  I  doonrheHi- 
flory  Jii^m^  or  the  affairs  of  another  Woi  Id.  I  ought  to  furrender  this 
humour  to  vulgar  fpirits,  who  intereft  themfelves  in  all  the  quarrels  of 
States  and  Princes,  and  who  will  always  be  parties,  on  purpofe  to  put 
themfelves  into  choler,  and  be  miferablein  the  misfortunes  of  others. 
Tracly  we  fhall  never  have  done,  if  wc  will  needs  take  all  the  affairs 
of  the  World  to  heart ,  and  be  paflionate  for  the  publick  i  ^vhereof  wc 
make  but  a  fmall  part.     It  may  be  at  this  very  inflant  wherein  I  wrire, 
\  the  great  Ind^im  Fleet  fuffereth  fhipwrack  within  two  leagues  of  Land  : 
happily  the  great  Turli  hath  furprifed  fome  Province  from  the  Chr'u 
^lam,  and  taken  thence  fome  twenty  thoufand  Souls,  to  convey  them 
to  their  Cittic  of  Cdnftantinople :  It  may  be  the  Sea  hath  exceeded  its  li- 
mits, and  drowned  fome  Cittic  in  Zealand.     If  we  fend  for  mifchiefs  fo 
far  off,  there  will  not  an  hour  pafs,wherein  fome  difconfolation,or  other 
will  not  come  upon  us.     If  we  hold  all  the  men  in  the  World  to  be  of 
our  affinity,  let  us  make  account  to  wear  Mournings  all  our  life.     As 
mine  exptrience  is  not  great ,  fo  are  my  years  not  many  :  yet  fince  I 
came  into  the  World,  I  have  feen  fo  many  ftrange  accidents ,  and  have 
underftood  from  my  Father  fuch  flore  of  incredible  cccurrents,  as  I 
fuppofe  there  can  nothing  now  happen ,  able  to  caufe  admiration  in  me. 
The  Emperour  C^ar/(?5  the  fifth  his:Grand-child,  born  to  the  hopes  of 
fo  many  Kingdoms,  was  condemned  to  death,  for  having  over-foon  de- 
fircd  them.     The  natural  fubjeds  of  the  King  of  Spain^  do  at  this  day 
difpute  with  him  for  the  Empire  of  the  Sea  •,  nor  will  they  reft  fatisfied 
with  their  ufurped  liberty.    Surely,  we Ihould  hardly  be  drawn  to  be- 
lieve thefe  things  upon  the  credit  of  others  ,  and  thofein  fucceeding 
ages  will  with  much  difficulty  be  perfwaded  to  receive  them  for  truths  y 
yet  are  thefe  the  ordinary  recreations  o( Fortune ,  taking  pleafure  in  de- 
ceiving Manl(inde  ,  by  events  far  oppofite  to  all  appearance  >  yea,  and 
contrary  to  thtiT  judgements.     Hath  flie  not  delivered  over  to  the  peo- 
ples fury,  the  man  whom  fhe  had  formerly  raifed  above  the  reft ,  to  the 
end,  we  ftiould  not  prefume  in  greateft  projpcritics  ?  And  hath  ftie  not 
at  the  fame  time  taken  out  of  the  B^iiile ,  a  Prifoner ,  to  make  him  Ge- 
neral of  a  Royal  Army,  thereby  to  oblige  us  not  at  any  time  to  dejpair? 
I  do  here  confidcr  all  this  with  a  repofed  jplrlt ,  and  as  Fables  prefented 
on  the  Stagt  •,  or  Piftures  in  a  Gallery.    Now  fmce  the  late  Comet  had 
like  to  have  been  as  fatal  unto  me,  as  to  the  Emperour  7{odolphus,  m 
that  my  curiofity  to  fee  it,  caufed  me  to  rife  in  my  fhirr,  which  gave  me 
a  cold  all  the  iVmter  after  ,  I  am  hereafter  refolved  not  to  meddle  with 
any  thing  above  my  reach  \  but  to  refer  all  to  G  o  D  and  Nature.  So  as 
Clar'mda  fuffer  me  to  ferve  her ,  and  that  I  underftand  from  her  own 
naouch  that  fhe  loves  me,  I  will  hearken  to  no  other  news,  nor  fearch  a 

D  '  fecond 
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fccond  Fortune.  I  therefore  moft  humbly  befeech  your  Lordfliip  to 
cxcufe  me,  ifupontheic  occaiion*.  litre lyprefcuted,  I  cannof  affoord 
yon  my  perfonal  attendance,  or  refuie  to  follow  you  whither  ycurrc- 
lolution  leads  you;  my  Miftrefs  having  commandtd  me,  .o  render  her 
anaccoujjchow  I  fhcd  my  bloud,  aid  enjoy -/ing  me  never  to  go  the 
^r^vj,  but  when  Mufkets  arecharged  wiihry/^/rj/^oTirv.r-,  I  arp  ra-her 
contented  you  fhould  accuJe  me  oi  CowardiZc,  than  fhe  juftiy  ro  charge 
mewithdilobcdience.  And  atrer  all  this, tell  me  whether,  or  no,  you 
think  me  to  be  in  my  right  wits,  and  that  I  have  not  loft  my  rcafon,  to- 
gether with  the  refpeft  I  owe  you  1  herein  do  as  a  Delu.quent ;  who 
fearing  he  fhould  not  be  foon  enough  punifhed ,  purs  himltlt  into  the 
hands  of/«/r;tf, not  flaying  eithei  for  the  rack,or  examination  of  Judges^ 
for  the  difcovery  of  a  crime  whereof  he  was  never  acru<c(i.  i  am  well 
allured,  that  of  all  paflions  you  have  onely  thole  of  Honour  and  Glory, 
&  that  your  Spirits  are  fo  rcpleniflied  thcrewirh,  as  there  is  no  place  left 
cither  for  love,  hate,  or  fear.  Yet  do  I  wit  hall  c-nfider,  that  it  is  a  part 
of  a  wife  mans  felicity  to  rtfleft  upon  orher  mens  f-jllies :  howfoevcr,  if 
any  word  hathelcaped  me,wh!ch  may  offend  your  eys,take  it,  I  befeech 
you,  as  a  means  fent  you  from  G  o  D  for  your  farther  mortification,  in 
caufing  you  to  read  things  iodiftaftefull  unto  you.  You  areneccflfarily 
to  endure  far  greater  croiTes  amidft  the  conuption  of  this  Age :  if  you 
cannot  live  among  the  wicked  ,  youmuft  feek  for  another  kinde  of 
World  than  this,  and  for  more  pei  fed:  creatures  than  Mortals.  There 
will  ever  be  poyfnings  beyond  the  Aips^  Treafons  at  Court^  and  revolts 
in  this  T{ealm,  Howfoerer  (my  Lord)  there  will  be  love  even  in  fpite 
of  you ,  fo  long  as  there  are  eys  and  beauties  in  the  World  j  yea,  the 
Wife  themfelves  will  love,  if  they  finde  Clormdaes,  'Bmiaes^  and  cajj'un-^ 
rfraV  to  be  beloved.  Fire  ft  izethfometimes  on  Churches  and  Palaccsf 
God  hath  framed  Fools  and  Phylofophcrs  of  one  and  the  fame  matter: 
And  that  cruel  Sed;  which  feeks  to  bereave  us  of  the  one  half  of  our 
fclvcs,  in  feekingto  free  us  from  our  paflions  and  aflfcftions,  inflead  of 
making  a  wife  man,  have  onely  railed  a  Statue.  I  mufl  therefore  once 
again  tell  you  that  I  love,  fmce  Nature  will  have  it  lo  \  and  that  I  am  of 
the  progeny  of  our  firfl  Parents :  but  I  muft  withall  inf^  rm  you,  that  all 
my  affeftions  fpring  not  from  the  diftcmpers  and  difea(es  of  my  Soul  9 
my  inclination  to  fefvc  you,  having  iiDmortal  reafon  ,  not  momentary 
pleafure  for  its  foundation,  one  day  happily  I  (hall  no  moi  c  be  amorous, 
but  will  always  remain 

My  Lord, 
Xour  mofi  humble  and  mofl 

affeCiionate  fervantf 


BALZAC 


i 
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To  the  Lord  Cardinal  ofWdikte.Son  to  the  Duke  o/Efpcrnoif. 

LtTTERlI. 

My  Lord, 

AT  length  they  have  done  you  right,  and  you  now  enjoy  what  you 
ieferved  from  the  firft  day  of  your  Nativity :  if  there  could  be  any 
thing  added  to  man,  who  reckoneth  Kings  among  his  Prcdtccflors,  and 
whofe  inclinations  happily  are  over  great  to  live  under  rhe  powtr  of  an- 
other ',  I  fliould  advife  you  to  rt  Joyce  at  this  news  j  but  being  extraded 
as  you  are,  from  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  Origins  on  earth  ,  and  be- 
gotten by  a  Fi  her,  whofe  life  is  loaden  with  miracles  *,  it  fufticeth  rhac 
you  pardon  Fortune,  fmce  it  hith  fo  happened  that  prefentneceflity 
hath  gained  of  her  what  fhc  in  right  owed  to  your  name.    1  know  well 
that  fome  will  tell  you ,  you  are  created  Prince  of  fuch  an  Eftate ,  as  is 
bounded  neither  by  Seas  nor  Mountains,  and  how  the  extent  of  your 
Jurifdiftion  is  fo  illimitable,  as  were  there  many  Worlds,  they  ought 
all  of  them  to  depend  thereon  as  well  as  this.     But  I  ,  who  fuffer  not 
mine  eys  to  be  dazeled  by  any  orher  lufler  than  that  of  Yirtue^and  who 
do  not  fo  much  as  beftow  the  looking  on  ,  what  mofl  men  admire  ;  if  I 
fhould  efteem  you  either  more  great,  or  happy  than  you  were,I  fhould 
not  have  fufficiently  profited  under  you /in  the  true  uoderflanding  of 
you.    Doubtlefs  in  the  opinion  of  rhe  Vulgar,  it  is  an  ex;  raordinary  Ho- 
nour to  be  a  prime  perfon  in  a  Ceremony,  and  to  wear  a  Hat  of  equal 
cftecmto  Crowns  and  Diadems.     Yet  1  prefume  you  will  pardon  me^if 
I  make  bold  to  tell  you,  it  is  an  honour  can  never  oblige  a  wife  man  to 
envy  you.     For  had  you  this  point  onely  above  me  ,  I  fhould  ftill  be 
my  own  Mafter :  Nor  had  I  for  your  fake  renounced  that  liberty,  which 
was  as  dear  to  me  as  the  Common-wealth  of  y^cnice.     Upon  the  mat- 
ter, to  have  none  other  Judge  on  Earth  fave  o  lely  your  reputation  and 
confcience,  and  to  have  a  great  train  of  followers,  fome  whereof  are  im- 
ployed  in  the  procuring  your  fpiritual  pleafures,  others  in  the  conduft 
of  your  temporal  affairs,  all  this  fhall  be  fti  11  the  fame  with  you,  and  di- 
vers others  whom  you  flight,  but  to  perform  good  and  virtuous  ani- 
ons, when  you  are  affured  they  fhall  never  come  to  the  Worlds  eye ;  to 
fear  nothing  but  difhonefl  things',  to  believe  death  to  be  neither  good 
nor  bad  in  it  felf  *,  but  that  if  the  occalion  to  imbrace  it  be  honourable, 
it  is  always  more  valuable  than  a  long  life  :  to  have  the  reputation  of 
integrity  in  your  promifes,  in  a  time,  when  the  mod  credulous  have 
enough  to  do  to  confide  on  publick  Faith:  This  is  it  which  I  admire  in 
you  my  Lord ;  and  not  your  red  Hat ,  and  your  fifty  thoufand  Crowns 
rent  s  yet  I  will  fay,  that  for  the  honour  ofRome^  you  ought  to  efteem  of 
what  th^  fends  yeu.   The  time  hath  been  when  fhe  would  have  ere<!ted 
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Sratues  for  you  ,  and  afforded  you  fufficient  fubjeft  to  have  merited 
Tryurophs :  bur  thofe  days  being  paft,  and  fmce  that  Empire  is  no  lon- 
ger maintained  by  fuch  means,  yet  ought  you  to  reft  fatisfied  withHo- 
r^ours  of  Peace  ,  and  accept  (as  a  high  favour)  a  Dignity  the  King  of 
Spame's  Son  hath  made  fnite  for.  If  there  were  norhfs.g  elfe  »n  tr ,  "but 
that  it  caufeth  you  to  qui r  your  Mourning- robes,to  reveft  your  ,-'•'■  vvith 
the  colour  of  Bofes ,  you  can  do  no  lefs  than  rcjoyce  at  fuch  a  change. 
Howfoever  the  ncareft  ohjeds  to  your  eys,  will  not  be  fo  dolefull  as  for- 
merly they  were,  fmce  there  will  be  nothing  upon  you,  which  fhall  not 
be  refplendent  and  glorious.  I  would  willingly  dilate  this  difcourfc, 
but  the  (peedy  departure  of  the  Poft  will  not  fuffer  me ',  and  befides,  I 
being  well  allured,  that  if  you  efteem  any  thing  in  my  Letters,  it  is  not 
the  multitude  of  words  *,  I  ouglt  to  be  contented  to  end  this,  after  my 
humble  fuitc  unto  you,  to  love  me  always,  fmce  I  am  paffionately 

JW;  Lordf 
Your  mofl  humble,  moft  obedient^ 
and  moftfaithfull  fervanr, 

BALZAC. 


To  the  Cardinal  de  Valettc,/ro;»  Balzac. 
/  here  fend  you  two  Letters  which  ivm  delivered  mc^  to  be  conveyed  unto 
jiou,  the  one  from  the  "Dnke  c/Bavaria,  the  other  from  the  Cardinal  of  Lgt- 
ma.  My  Lord,  jouJh^U  thereby  perceive  that  your  propofition  hath  af- 
forded joy  ,  both  to  the  Vieioriom  ,andto  the  affli^ed ;  and  that  the 
iPorld  rcceivcth  a  notable  intcrcfi  therein,  f  nee  it  augmentcth  the  content' 
ment  of  friumphs,  andfivectneth  the  barjhnes  of  retirement. 

Letter     III. 
^ly  Lordy 

ISuppofe  you  have  underflood  of  the  Slcftion  of  the  Pope,  fomc  two 
days  journies  from  P^>75  •,  and  that  you  will  make  no  great  hafte  to 
add  your  approbation  to  a  thing  already  difpatched :  I  hadfent  a  Fo(i  on 
purpofe  to  advertife  ycu  thereof-,  hue  my  Lord  EmbaiTadour  thought  it 
not  fit ,  but  hath  encharged  his  own  MeU'cnger  to  advertife  ycu  of  all 
things  in  your  Voyage  this  way,  and  to  give  you  account  of  all  occur- 
rents.  This  makes  me  think  that  the  fubjcft  of  your  voyage  ceafmg, 
and  the  time  of  year  being  as  yet  fomewhat  troublefome ,  for  the  un- 
dertaking thereof,  you  will  rather  refeive  it  fcr  a  fitter  feafon  ,  when 
you  may  perform  it  with  lefs  diforder,  and  more  advantagioufly  for  the 
Ki  ngs  fervice.    My  meaning  is,  that  I  would  have  you  fet  forward  about 

the 
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the  end  o{  Autumne,thit  you  may  fpend  here  with  iis,one  of  thefe  warm 
and  fpringing  Winters,  laden  with  Rofes ,  wholy  referved  for  our  admi- 
rable Italic,    And  my  Lord,  though  herein  the  confideration  of  my 
private  incerefl  may  feem  to  make  me  fpeak  thus ,  rather  than  my 
affe6lton  to  your  fervicc  j  yet  would  I  willingly  tell  you ,  that  all 
kindc  of  contentments  attend  you  here  ,  and   if  your   great    Spi- 
m  afpire  to   glorious   things  for   the  keeping  it    in    a^inn  ,   it 
fliall  infallibly  finde  them  at  Rome.     In  the  interim  ,    how  fhort  ^ 
while  foever  you  flay  here,  you  fhall  have  the  contentment  to  fee  France 
change  fome  five ,  or  lix  times.    At  your  return  you  will  hardly  finde 
any  thing  anfwerable  to  what  you  left  there  *,  they  fhall  not  be  the 
fame  men  you  formerly  faw,  and  all  things  will  appear  unto  you,  as  the 
affairs  of  another  Kingdom.     But  before  the  matter  be  grown  to  that 
he? ' .  it  is  fitting  you  reign  here  in  Sovereigritie ,  and  become  the  S«- 
p/ :..     /.-dgs  of  rhr<:e,  or  four  Conclaves  :  And  truly,  it  might  fo  happen 
(my  Lord)  chat  i  fhould  do  you  fome  acceptable  fervice  in  thofe  great 
occai.ons,  if  I  had  my  health ;  but  to  my  great  grief  it  is  a  happinefs, 
for  which  I  envy  my  Grand- mother,  and  howfoevcr  I  have  heretofore 
been  little ,  or  much  cflimable :  I  confefs,  that  at  this  prefent ,  1  am 
hut  the  half  of  whac  I  was.    Ic  is  therefore  in  vain  to  exped:  works  of 
any  grejt  value  from  me  ,  or  that  you  importune  me  to  take  pains  for 
the  J/nh'tck.  \  for  in  Confcknce  what  high  dcfiz;iis  can  a  man  have,between 
the  affliction  of  difeafes^und  theapprehenlion  of  Death  ?  The  one  where- 
of doth  never  forfake  me,  and  the  other  dayly  affrights  me?  or  how 
can  you  imagine  I  fliould  conceive  eminent  matters ,  who  am  ready  to 
die  2t  every  infant.    True  it  is,  that  the  ncceflity  to  obey  ycu ,  which 
I  have  always  before  mine  eys,  is  an  extraordinary  ftrong  motive :   buc 
(not  ro  diflemble)  the  impoflibilicy  of  my  performance  is  yet  more  for- 
cible j  and  fo  long  as  I  continue  in  the  ftate  I  now  am ,  I  cannot 
promife  you  lo  much  as  the  Hiftory  of  the  Kingdom  of '''  Tuc-   *  ^  ^{^' 
tot  \  nor  that  of  the  Tapacie  of  Campora ,  though  it  continued  cipJity'irt 
onelyonehalfquarterofanhour.  France. 

Frow Rome  this  27. of 
February   1622. 


Another  Letter  unto  Cardind  de  U  Valette  from  Balzac. 
Letter     IV. 

CMy  Lordy 

YOur  Cafh  keeper  hath  newly  brought  me  the  fum  you  command^' 
him  to  deliver  unto  me.    I  would  willingly  (hew  fufficient  thr 

D   3  / 


38  The  Letters  of  Monnfieur 

fulncfsfor  this  high  favour:  but  befides  that  your  benefits  arebound- 
Icfs,  and  that  you  are  fo  gracious  an  obligcr,   that  it  doth  even  augment 
the  value  of  your  bounty,  I  fhould  fcem  ovcr-prclumpiuous  to  think 
any  words  of  mine  valuable  to  the  kaft  of  your  aftions.    1 1  fhall  there- 
fore fuffice  me  to  proteft  unto  you,  that  the  bounty, wherewith  tht  Let- 
ter I  received  from  you,  is  fo  i^ored,    fbeing  of  force  to  infufe  Love 
and  Fidelity  in  the  hearts  of  very  Barbarians,)  fhall  work  no  leJs  tfFeft 
in  the  fpiiit  of  a  perfon,  who  hath  learned  both  by  Nature  and    Fhilo- 
fbphy  not  to  be  ingraxefull.     Since  I  nnde  my  inttreft  within  my  duty, 
I  muft  nccelTarily  love  you  (if  I  hate  not  my  (elf)  and  be  an  hoaeft 
man  by  the  very  Maxim  of  the  wicked.     Yet  is  not  thib  laft  confidera- 
tion  the  caufe  chitfly  obliging  me  to  your  fcrvicc  :  For  though  1  ac- 
knowledge divers  defefts  in  my  fclf  3  yet  may  1  wirhouc  vanity  affirm, 
I  was  never  befotted  with  fo  bafc  an  attradion  as  than  of  gain.     I  there- 
fore reflc<S  upon  your  favours  in  their  naked  purity,  and  the  efteem 
you  make  of  me,  is  to  me  by  fo  much  a  more  ftrong  obligation ^than  all 
others,  in  rhaticregardethmy  merit,  and  not  my  inftant  poverty,  and 
proceedech  from  your  judgement,which  is  far  more  excellent,  then  your 
forrunes  are  eminent.  Herein  (my  Lord,)  itismanifeff,  that  all  your 
inclinations  are  magnificent:  for  you  knowing  me  neither  to  befit  to 
make  the  Father  of  a  Family,  nor  to  folicite  caufes  at  theCouncel- 
tablc,  nor  well  to  ride  port :  you  make  it  appear,  you  are  of  the  right 
bloud  of  Kings,  who  are  onely  rich  in  fuperfluous  things.     Truely ,  it 
were  a  hard  matter  to  guefs  what  in  this  World  is  the  true  ufe  of  Pearls 
and  Diamonds  '■,  or  why  a  Pifture  fhould  coft  more  than  a  Palace  *,  but 
cnely  plealure ,  which  to  fatisfie  the  inventions  of  Art,  are  dayly  im- 
ploycd,  and  nature  to  that  end  produceth  whatfoever  is  rare,    being  in- 
deed a  thing  more  noble  than  necefiiy,  fhe  being  contented  with  Imall 
matters,  ever  preferring  profit  before  pleafure.     And  1  will  hcreflop^ 
left  I  fpcak  too  much  to  my  own  advantage  :  And  if  I  have  already  in- 
curred that  crime  ,  I  befeech  you  to  believe  it  hath  not  been  with  pur- 
pofe  topraife  my  felf ,  but  onely  to  extolj  your  liberality  :  Yer  will  I 
make  bold  to  acquaint  you ,  how  I  imploy  your  money,  and  yield  you 
a  more  particular  account  of  the  affairs  I  difpatch  for  you  here  at  Tiome: 
Firfl,in  this  hot  Monerh  I  feek  all  poflTible  remedies  againft  the  violence 
of  the  Sun.   I  have  a  Fan  which  wearieth  the  hands  or  four  Grooms,and 
raiferh  a  winde  in  my  Chamber,which  would  caufe  fhipwrack  in  the 
i^TwvSe^  *j  I  never  die  but  I  die  Snow  in  the  Wine  of  l^aples,  and  make 
it  melt  under  Mellons.     I  fpend  half  my  time  under  water,  and  the  reft 
on  Land :  I  rife  twice  a  day,  and  when  I  ftepout  oi  my  bed,  it  is  onely 
to  enter  into  a  Grove  of  Orange-trees  ,  where  1  flumbcr  with  the  plea- 
Oinr  purling  of  fome  twelve  Fountains :  but  if  occafion  be  offered  to  go 
•  further  once  in  a  week,  I  crofs  not  the  ftrect  but  in  a  Carroach,pafiing 
'-  -  ftill 
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ftill  in  the  fhadc  between  Heaven  and  Earth :  I  leave  the  fmell  of  fweet- 
eft  flowers  uiKo  the  Vulgar,  as  having  found  the  invention  to  eat  and 
drink  them.  The  Spring  time  never  parts  with  me  all  the  year,eithcr 
in  variety  of  diftilled  waters,  or  in  Conferves.  I  change  perfumes  ac- 
cording to  the  divtffiry  of  feafons ;  fome  I  have  Iweeter,  others  ftrongcr: 
And  though  the  Air  be  a  thiug  Nacurc  beftows  for  nothing,  and  where- 
of the  pooreft  have  plenty,  yet  that,  I  breath  in  my  Chamber,  is  as 
coftly  unto  me  as  my  houfe  rent.  Befides  all  this ,  I  in  quality  of  my 
Lord  your  Agenr,  am  almoft  dayly  feaftcd  :  and  there  whileft  others 
fill  themfelves  with  fuoftantial  and  moft  ponderous  cates ',  I,  who  have 
no  great  appcrrt,  nake  choice  of  mch  Birds  as  arecra  nmed  with  Su- 
gar, and  nourifh  my  felf  wirh  the  IpirJt  of  Fruits ,  and  with  a  meatcal- 
led  jeliy.  My  Lord,  thefe  arc  all  the  ferviccs  I  yield  you  in  this  place, 
and  all  ciie  fui^ions  of  my  rctidence  near  his  holinefs;  and  I  hold  my 
felf  particularly  obliged  now  the  lecond  time  10  thank  you  for  this  fa- 
vour :  for  by  your  means  I  in)-  .y  two  things  feldom  iuiting  together  i  a 
Mailer  and  Uhtry'y  it^^^  cht  v-itat  reft  you  a'low  me,  is  not  the  leaft 
ptcfent  you  plcafc  out  of  your  Noblcnefs  to  afFoord  me. 

Fron?  R-  me  1 5. 0/  Tour  Graces  mefi  humble  , moft  obe^ 

July,  1621.  dient^an  i  moft  fahhfuU  fcrvant* 

Ba  lzac. 

To  the LerdCoTiiwa/ deWiltttc from  Balzac 
Letter     V. 

^y  Lord, 

Within  the  Defcrts  of  Arabia  ^  nor  in  the  Seas  intrails,  was  there 
ever  fo  furious  a  Monfter  found,  as  is  the  Sciatica  :  And  if  Ty- 
Mnrs,  whofe  memories  are  hatefull  unto  us,  had  been  ftored  with  fuch 
inftruments  for  eff-ding  their  cruelties ',  furely  I  think  it  had  been  the 
Sciatica  the  Marty  res  had  indured  for  7(eligion ,  and  not  the  fire ,  and 
biting  of  wilde  hearts.  At  every  fling  it  carries  a  poor  fick  perfon  even 
to  the  borders  of  the  other  World  ,  and  caufeth  him  fenfible  to  touch 
the  extremities  of  life.  And  furely,  to  fupport  it  long ,  a  greater  re- 
medy than  Patience  is  nolefs  than  requifite,and  other  forces  than  thofe 
of  man.  IntheendGoD  hathfent  mefomeeafe,afterthereceitof  an 
infinite  of  remedies,  fome  whereof  fharpned  my  grief,  and  the  reft  af- 
fwaged  it  not.  But  the  violence  of  my  pain  being  new  paft,  I  bcqin  to 
injoy  fuch  reft,  as  wearinefsand  weaknefs  affoordeth  to  over- tired  bo- 
dies. And  though  I  be  in  a  ftate  of  health,  far  lefs  perfeft  than  thofe 
who  are  found,  yetmeafuring  it  by  the  proximity  of  the  mifery  I  hav^ 
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indured,  and  the  comparifon  of  chofc  pains  I  have  fuffercd :  I  am  right 
glad  of  roy  prefent  Foaancj  nor  am  I  fo  hardy  ,  to  dare  as  yet  complain 
of  my  great  weaknefs  remaining.  To  fpeak  truth,  I  have  no  better 
legs  than  will  ferve  to  make  a  fhew  j  and  fhould  I  undertake  to  walk  the 
kngch  of  my  Chamber,  my  trouble  would  be  no  lefs ,  than  if  I  were  to 
pafs  the  Moimums,  and  crofs  all  Kivcn  I  encounter.  But ,  to  the  end 
to  change  Difcourfe,  and  to  let  you  fee  things  in  their  fair  fliape;you  are 
to  undeiftand,that  in  this  plight  wherein  1  ftand  ,  (being  fufficient  to 
caufeyou  to  piety  me  four  hundred  leagues  off:  )  I  am  on  the  one  fide 
become  fo  valianr,  as  not  to  fly,  though  I  were  purfued  by  a  whole  Ar- 
my ;  and  on  the  other,  fo  ftately,  that  if  the  Tope  fhould  come  to  vifitc 
me,  I  would  not  conduft  him  fo  far  as  the  Gates.  This  is  the  advantage 
I  draw  from  my  bad  legs,  and  the  remedies  arifing  in  my  bed,  where- 
with I  indeavour  to  comfort  my  fclf  without  the  help  o^Pbyficlis,  You 
will  (I  fear)  fay,  I  might  well  have  forborn  ro  entertain  you  with  thefe 
impcrtinencies  ',  nor  am  I  ignorant  that  perfeft  felicities ,  fuch  as  yours, 
defire  not  to  be  difquieted,  either  by  the  complaints  of  the  diftrelTed, 
or  by  the  confideration  of  diftaflefuil  things :  But  it  is  likewife  CTue,that 
the  fiifllofswe  indure  in  pain f-lls  upon  our  judgemcnt,and  the  body 
hath  fuch  a  proximity  with  the  Soul,  that  the  miferies  of  the  one  ,  do 
eafily  flide  into  the  other.  Bur  what  reafon  foever  I  have  to  defend  my 
evil  humour,  vet  mufl  it  necelTarily  give  way  to  your  contentmentjand 
of  the  two  pafii  ^ns  wherewith  I  am  altaulred,  obey  the  flronger.  I  will 
therefore  be  no  longer  fad,  but  for  others,  and  will  hold  it  fit  I  make 
you  laugh  upon  the  fubjeft  oiXXXXX.  to  whom  you  lately  addrefled 
your  Letters.  You  may  pkafe  to  remtDiher  one  of  their  names  to  be  ^. 
the  other  B  j  yet  it  is  not  fufficient  onely  to  know  lo  much,  but  I  muft 
likewife  inform  you  fomewhac  of  their  fhape  and  ftature.  The  firfl  I 
fpeak  of,  is  fo  grofs,  as  I  verily  think  he  will  inftantly  die  of  an  Apgple- 
xie ',  and  the  other  fo  little,  as  I  would  fwear  that  fince  he  came  into  the 
World  he  never  grew,  but  at  the  hairs  endrafore  any  indifferent  Judges, 
an  Ape  would  fooner  pafs  for  a  man  than  this  Pigmy ;  nor  will  I  believe 
he  was  made  after  the  image  of  God,  left  therein  I  fhould  wrong  fo  ex- 
cellent a  Nature.  Befides,  it  were  an  eafier  tafk  to  raife  the  dead,  than 
to  make  this  mans  teeth  white^he  hath  a  Nofe  at  enmity  with  all  others: 
and  againft  which  there  is  no  poffihle  defence  but  Spdnljh  Gloves. 
What  can  I  fay  more ,  rhere  is  no  part  of  his  body  that  is  not  fhamefull, 
or  wherein  Nature  hath  not  been  defcdive.  Yet  notwithflanding  one 
of  the  fairefl  Princefles  of  italic^  is  by  a  folemn  contrad:  condemned  to 
iodge  night  by  night  with  this  Monfrer.  when  you  chance  to  fee  this 
man  together  with  the  other  great  bellied  beafl,  who  fluffs  a  whole  Car- 
roach,  you  will  prefently  fuppofe  God  never  made  them  to  be  Princes ; 
^nd  that  it  is  not  onely  as  much  as  to  abufe  the  obedience  of  free  per- 

lons. 
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fons,  but  even  to  wrong  the  meanefl  Grooms,  to  give  them  Mafters  of 
this  (lamp.  Now  though  the  party  you  wot  of,  do  in  fome  fort  repre- 
fent  the  latter  perfon ,  yet  is  there  ftill  (ome  fmall  difference  between 
his  anions  and  the  orhers.  The  i^rcac  VVV.  is  newly  parted  from 
this  Court ,  where  he  hath  not  received  from  his  Holinefs  his  expefted 
contentment.  His  defign'was  to  break  fhe  Marriage  his  Brother  hath 
contrafted,  upon  fome  fllghc  appearance  of  Sorcery  ,  wherewith  he 
deemed  to  dazle  the  Worlds  eye ,  and  ground  the  nullity  of  an  aftion, 
which  was  by  fo  much  the  more  free,  in  rhac  the  parties,who  performed 
ir,  fought  nor  the  content  of  any  to  approve  it.  In  conclufion ,  after 
thelofs  of  much  time,  and  many  words,  he  is  gone  without  obtaining 
anything,  faveoncly  t'lc  Vn:>n  bencdidion  ;  and  as  for  me,  I  remain 
much  fatisfied  to  fee  Jurtice  (o  etaft  at  Home  ,  that  they  will  not  con- 
demn the  Devil  himfeif  wrongfully.  I  have  heard  how  in  fome  places 
half  hour  Marriages  are  made  ,  the  conditions  whereof  are  neirfier  di- 
gefted  into  writing  ,  nor  any  memorie  thereof  referved ',  but  ofthefe 
fccret  myfteries,  there  are  no  other  witnefles,  fave  oiiely  the  Night  and 
Silence :  And  though  the  Court  of  T^orrn  approve th  them  not ,  yet  doth 
fhe  fhut  her  eys,  fearing  to  fee  them.  I  am  rcfolved  not  to  be  long  in 
the  defcription  of  K.KK*  whom  you  know  much  better  than  my  (elf: 
Yet  thus  much  I  will  fay,  that  fince  ^croas  death ,  there  never  appear- 
ed in//^ft>aComedianof  more  honourable  extraftion:  And  furely  to 
make  the  Company  at  this  prefent  in  Vvancc  compleat ,  his  perfonagc 
were  fufficient:  He  makes  Verfes,  he  hath  read  Ariftotle,  and  under- 
flands  Mufick,  and  in  a  word  he  hath  all  the  excellent  qualities  unne- 
cclTary  in  a  Prince.  I  know  here  a  German,  called  S.  to  whom  he  gi- 
veth  an  annual  penfion  of  a  thoufand  Crowns,  afligned  unto  him  up- 
on an  Abbey  during  life  *,  this  he  hath  done ,  not  that  he  intendeth 
ro  ufe  his  fervice  in  his  counfel  ,  or  with  puipofe  to  imploy  him 
in  any  important  negotiation  for  the  good  of  his  affairs :  his  onely 
ambition  is  to  have  him  make  a  book ,  whereby  it  might  appear  how 
thofe  of  MM M.  are  lineally  defcended  from  fulius  Cafar.  I  fhould 
be  gladhe  would  yet  aim  at  lome  higher,  or  more  eminent  race,  and 
•  that  he  would  purchafe  a  fecond  fable  at  the  like  rare  he  payed 
forthefirft.  I  would  willingly  give  him  his  choice  of  the  ^^^^^,  Per' 
fians,  6rcel(Sy  or  Troians ,  which  of  thefe  he  would  have  of  his  Kind- 
red, and  without  the  relying  upon  the  Authority  of  tradition,  or  te- 
ftimonie  of  Stories :  I  would  draw  his  defcenc  from  Hfflor,  or  Achilles y 
which  he  beft  liked.  There  are  certain  Princes  who  are  neceflarily  to 
be  deceived,  if  you  mean  to  do  them  acceptable  fervice,  being  far  bet- 
ter pleafed  to  be  entertained  with  a  plaufible  lie ,  than  ro  be  advertifed 
of  an  important  truth.  I  hold  my  (elf  right  happy  you  are  not  of  this 
humour :  for  whatfoever  I  fay,  i  fuppofe  it  would  be  very  hard  for  me  t*^ 
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be  of  a  fools  mindc,  though  he  were  a  Monarch.  I  intend  not  to  fteal 
your  favours ,  but  to  purchafe  them  legally :  and  having  ever  believed 
flattery  CO  be  as  mi fchievous  a  means  to  gain  affedion  as  charms ,  and 
forcery :  I  cannot  (peak  againfl  my  confcience ,  and  were  not  this  true  I 
tell  you,  I  would  not  a(Iu:c  you,  that  I  am 

From  T^mz  th i s  i  o .  rour  mo]l  humble,  moji  obe- 

of  DecembeY  1622.  dient,  and  mo  ft  faithfuU 

[ervant, 

BALZAC. 


To  the  Lord  Cardinal  de  V  alette ^  from  Balzac. 
Letter     VI. 


t5^;  Lord 


HOw  great  foever  the  fubjeft  of  my  forrows  be  ,  yet  do  I  finde  in 
your  Letters  fufficicnt  to  make  me  happy  in  my  hard  fortune.  The 
hfk.  I  received  hath  fo  much  obliged  me,  chat, but  for  the  difpleafing 
news  coming  unto  mt ,  which  tempered  my  joy  ,  my  reafon  had  not 
been  of  fufficienr  force  to  moderate  it.  But  at  this  time  the  death  of  my 
poor  Brother  being  inccffindy  before  mine  eys,  taketh  from  me  the 
tafle  of  all  good  tidings  :and  the  profperity  even  of  tlie  Kings  affairs 
fcem  difpleafing  unto  me,  finding  my  felf  to  bear  upon  me  the  moarn- 
tngs  of  his  Viftorie.  Yet  fmcc  in  this  fatal  agitation  of  Europe  it  is 
not  I  alone  who  bewail  fome  lofs ,  and  linee  your  felf  have  not  been 
able  to  preferve  all  that  was  dear  unto  you;  I  fhould  fcem  very  unci- 
vil, if  1  prefumed  to  prefer  my  private  interefl  before  yours,  or  refled 
upon  my  particular  affliftion  ,  liaving  one  common  with  yours.  It  is 
long  fmce  I  have  not  meafured  either  the  felicities,  or  fatalities  of  this 
World,  but  by  your  contentments  ,  or  difcomforts  j  and  that  I  be- 
hold you  as  the  whole  workmanfhip  God  hath  made.  Wherefore  my 
Lord,  I  will!  lay  afidewhatfoevcr  concerns  my  felf,  to  enter  into  your 
refentments ,  and  to  tell  you,  fince  you  cannot  make  unworthy  elcdi- 
on5,  it  mufl  needs  be  that  in  death  of  your  Friends  you  can  fuflfcr  no 
fmall  lofTes.  Notwithflanding  as  you  tr.mfcend  fublunary  things,  and 
in  that  all  men  draw  e^i^mples  out  of  the  meancfl  adions  of  your  life  : 
I  afTure  my  felf  they  have  acknowledged  upon  this  occafion,  that  there 
is  not  any  accident  to  furmountjagainfl  which  you  have  life  of  all  your 
virtue.  Afflidions  are  the  gifts  of  God,  though  they  be  not  of  thofc 
we  dcfire  in  our  prayers  j  and  fuppofing  you  fhould  not  approve  this 
propoficion ,  yet  have  you  ax  all  times  fo  little  regarded  death  ,  as  I 

cannoe 
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cannot  believe  you  will  bewail  any  ",  for  being  in  a  condition  yotir  fclf 
cftccms  not  milcrable.  My  Lord  ,  ic  fufficeth  you  conferve  the  me- 
mory of  thofe  you  have  loved,  in  confequence  of  the  proteftation  you 
plcafed  to  make  unto  me  by  your  Letter  :  And  truly  it  the  dead  be  any 
thing,  (as  none-can  doubt)  they  cannot  grieve  for  ought  in  this  World, 
wherein  they  ftill  injoy  your  favours.  In  the  mean  time  I  take  this  to 
my  fclf,  and  am  moll  happy  in  havmg  conferred  my  dutifull  affcdions 
upon  a  man,  who  fetteth  fo  high  a  value  upon  thofe  things  he  hath  loft. 
For  any  thing  (my  Lord)  1  perceive,  there  is  fmall difference  be- 
tween good  works ,  and  the  lervices  we  offer  you  >  they  having  their  re- 
wards boih  In  this  life,  and  the  o^her .  your  goodnefs  being  illimitable, 
as  is  the  defire  I  have  to  tell  you,  1  am 
From  Rome  the  29.  Tour  mfl  humble^  and  molt 

o/Decemb.  1621.  faithfuU  fcrvanty 

Balzac. 

To  the  LordBiJhop  of  Vsiktte  from  Balzac. 
Letter  VII. 

M  Y     L  O  R  D, 

T  Hough  1  be  not  in  ftatc,  cither  to  perform  any  great  exploit  upon 
the  perfon  of  any  man  j  nor  have  any  great  force  to  defend  my 
felf ,  yet  cannot  I  touch  upon  the  Count  Mansfield  without  taking  it  to 
heart ,  and  joyning  my  good  affeftions  to  the  Kings  forces.  If  this 
were  the  firft  tinae  the  Germans  had  exceeded  their  limits ,  and  fenc 
their  Armies  to  be  overthrown  in  France  \  the  novelty  of  thefc  Barba- 
reus  faces,  and  of  thofe  great  lubberly  fwat-r utters,  might  cafily  have 
affrighted  us :  But  upon  the  matter ,  we  have  to  do  with  known  ene- 
mies ,  and  who  will  (ufFer  us  to  take  fo  fufficient  advantages  over  them, 
beiides  thofe  we  naturally  injoy  ,  as  without  being  forced  to  make  ufe 
of  Arms,  we  may  defeat  them  onely  by  their  own  evil  conduft.  I  do 
not  wonder  there  are  men,  who  willingly  forfake  Frofl  and  Snow^ 
to  feek  their  living  under  a  more  pleafing  and  temperate  climate 
than  their  own  j  and  who  quit  bad  Countreys ,  as  being  well  af- 
fured  3  the  place  of  their  banifhment  fhall  be  mere  blifTefuU  unto 
them  than  that  of  their  birth.  Onely  herein  it  vexeth  me ,  in 
the  behalf  of  the  Kpngs  honour  ,  to  fee  him  conftraincd  to  finifh 
the  remainder  of  the  Smperours  viftones,  upon  a  fort  of  beaten  Soul- 
dicrs ,  and  who  rather  fly  the  fury  of  Marques  Spinola ,  than  follow  us. 
Thefe  great  Bulwarks ,  whofc  neighbour  I  am ,  feeming  rather  the 

Fa- 
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Fabricks  of  Gyd-nts^  than  the  fortifications  of  a  Gardfon-  Town ,  will  not 
ever  be  looked  upon  with  aniiZcment ',  one  day  (I  hope)  there  will 
appear  nothing  in  their  places  buc  Cabbins  for  }poor  Fijhermen  ;  or  if  ic 
be  requifice  the  works  of  Tltbcllio?i  fhould  flill  remain ,  and  the  memory 
of  thcfe  troublefome  people  mdure  yet  longer ,  we  fhail  in  the  upfhoc 
fee  them  remove  Mountains,  and  divc*  into  the  Earths  foundations  to 
provide  thcmfelv^s  a  Prifon  at  their  ow*^  ciiarge.  Buc  withall  (my  Lord) 
1  befeech  you,  let  there  be  no  further  fpecch  madeof  occafionsjOr  ex- 
peditions, and  let  a  Fe.^re  be  concluded,  which  may  continue  till  the 
HWlds  end  ;  let  us  leave  the  ^rar  to  the  Turl^,  and  King  ofFcrfia ,  and 
caufe  (i  befeech  you)  that  we  may  lofc  the  memorie  of  thefe  miferable 
rimes,  wherein  Fathers  fucceed  their  GhiLdreny  and  wherein  France  is 
more  the  Countrey  of  Lansfimghts  and  Swifes  than  ours.  Though 
Feace  did  not  turn  the  very  Defarts  into  profitable  dwellings,  asjit  doth, 
orcaufed  noc  the  qiarrks^  or  {Imts  to  become  fruitfull  ,  though  it  came 
Bnaccompanied,  without  being  feconded  mzhfccnr'ny  and  pUnty  ,  yet 
wtrcit  neceflary,  onely  to  refrefh  our  forces ',  thereby  to  enable  us  the 
longer  to  endure  i^yar.  As  I  was  ending  this  lafi:  word,  I  heard  a  voice 
which  defired  my  difpatch,  obliging  me  to  end  what  I  fuppofcd  I  had 
but  begun.  It  is  with  much  reludation  (my  Lord)  I  am  deprived  of 
the  onely  contentment  your  abfence  affordeth  me.  Buc  fince  you 
could  not  receive  this  Letter^  were  ic  any  longer,  lam  refolved  ro 
lofc  one  part  of  my  content,  to  enjoy  the  other ;  and  to  fay  fooner  then 
I  fuppofed,  that  I  am  ever  ablolutely. 

The  i6.  of  Tour  moji  humble,  mofl ohedknt% 

Sept. 1 622,  '  ^nd  n:o5l  faithfuUfervanty 

Balzac. 


To  the  Lord  CArdinalde  WdX^lt^  from  Balzac. 
Letter   VIII. 

<3ij  Lord , 

YOu  fhould  oftner  receive  Letters  from  me,  could  I  over-mafter  my 
pain ',  but  to  fay  truch,it  leaveth  me  not  one  thought  free  to  rcfleft 
Dpon  any  thing  clfe ;  and  what  defirc  foever  I  have  to  give  you  content, 
yet  am  I  not  able  to  do  any  thing,  butatthePhyficians  good  pleafure, 
and  at  the  Fervours  leafurc ',  whileft  the  Court  affordeth  you  all  con- 
tent, and  prepareth  whatfoever  is  pleafant  for  you,  refervingdiftrufts 
and  jealoufies  for  others  :  I  here  endure  torments ,  foch  as  wherewith 
one  would  make  confcience  to  punifh  P«irricidcs,and  which  I  would  not 
^ifh  tomy  worft  enemies.    If  notwithftandingallthis  (in  obedience 

to 
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to  the  Counfcl  you  give  me  in  the  Letter ,  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  unto  me)  I  fliould  make  my  felf  mcrrie ,  I  were  necelTarily  to 
take  my  Jelf  for  fome  other  body  ,  and  become  a  deeper  diilembler 
than  an  honcft  man  ought  tobe.    My  Melancholly  is  meerly  corpo- 
real, yet  doth  my  fpirit  give  place  ,  though  not  confcnt  thereto  ',  and 
of  the  two  parts  whereof  1  am  compofed,  the  more  worthy  is  over- born 
by  the  more  weighty.  Wherefore  if  the  whole  World  Hiould  aft  Come- 
dies to  make  me  laugh  ,  and  though  St.  Gcrmuns  Fair  were  kept  in  all 
theftrects  where  1  pafs,  the  objeft  of  death  ever  prefcnc  before  my 
eys ,  bereaving  me  of  fight,  would  likewife  bar  me  of  content ,  and  I 
fliould  remain  difconfolate  amidft  the  publick  Jubilations,    Yea,  if  the 
flone  I  fo  much  dread,  were  a  Dwmnd ,  or  the  Phylofophers  Elixar^  I 
fliould  therein  take  fmall  comfort ,  but  would  rather  befcech  God  to 
leave  me  poor  ,  if  he  pleafc  to  bcflow  no  better  Riches  upon  me.    But 
when  I  have  faid  all,  be  it  unto  me  as  he  fhall  pleale  to  appoint,  fince  I 
am  well  alTured,  my  maladies  will  either  end ,  or  I  fliall  not  for  ever  hold 
out :  yet  fliould  1  die  with  fome  difcontent,  if  it  happen  before  I  tefti- 
fie  my  dutifuU  affeftion  towards  you,  and  the  ftnfibility  I  have  of  your 
noble  favours.    But  howfoever  it  fare  with  me,  1  would  willingly  make 
a  journey  to  Kofnc,  there  tofinifh  the  work  I  promifed  you ,  and  which 
you  command  me  to  undertake  for  the  honour  of  this  Crown.    Cer- 
tainly if  I  be  not  the  caufe  to  make  you  in  love  with  our  language,  and 
to  prefer  it  in  your  eftimation  before  our  Neighbour  Tongues  *,  I  am 
afraid  you  will  be  much  troubled  ;to  revolt  from  the  Roman  Empire, 
and  that  it  will  not  be  for  theHiftorie  oi^atthciv  ,  or  of  Halliar,  you 
will  change  that  of  Saltifl  and  Livie.  I  will  not  deceive  you,  nor  delude 
my  felf  i  yet  may  I  tell  you ,  that  my  head  is  full  of  inventions  and  de- 
figns,and  if  the  Spring  (for  which  I  much  long)  would  afford  me  the 
lea^  glimpfe  of  health  ,  I  would  contefl  with  any  v.  ho  fhould  produce 
the  rareft  things.     I  have  an  infinite  of  loofe  flowers ,  which  onely  want 
binding  up  into  Nofegay  s  ;  and  I  have  fuflfered  others  to  fpeak  any  time 
thcfe  fix  years ,  on  purpofe  to  bethink  my  felf  what  I  have  to  fay.    But 
I  well  perceive  the  publick  fhall  have  onely  defires  and  hopes ;  aad 
truely,  if  I  fpring  not  afrefli  with  the  Trees ,  in  ftead  of  fo  many  books 
you  expeft  from  me,you  fliall  not  read  any  thing  of  mine,  fave  onely  the 
end  of  this  Letter ^  and  the  proteflation  1  here  make  unto  you,  to  die 

The  7.  of  /ir-  Your  moft  humble^  moflobe' 

mm)  1^23.  dient ,  and  moft  faithfuU 

Servant^ 

Balzac. 
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To  the  Lord  CardinaldeVdWtttt  from  Balzac 
Letter     IX, 

^iy  Lord, 

THe  hope  which  any  rime  this  three  Moneths,  I  have  had  of  your 
determination  to  come  into  this  Countrey  ,  hath  hitherto  hindred 
me  from  writing  unto  you  ,  or  to  make  ufe  of  the  onely  means  remain- 
ing for  me  to  be  near  your  pcrfon :  But  fince  you  have  fuppofed  the 
fpeedy  quitting  the  Courr,  to  be  as  fatal  as  to  die  a  fuddcn  death ,  and 
that  no  Icfs  fortitude ,  or  tim'^  is  requifitc  to  refolvc  to  wean  our  felves 
from  plcafing  things ,  than  to  furmount  painfull  ones ,  I  will  by  your 
pcrmiffion  refumc  the  commerce  the  common  rumour  caufed  me  to  fnr- 
ceafc,  and  will  not  hereafter  believe  you  can  with  any  lels  difficulty  get 
outlTari^s^  than  can  the  ArfenaCyO:  Lonifcr.  Were  it  not  a  place  all  ftored 
with  inchantments  and  chains,  and  which  is  of  fuch  power  to  attrad  and 
retain  men,  as  it  hath  been  neceiTiry  to  hazard  divers  battels,  to  drive 
tht  Spaniards  further  off:  one  might  well  wonder  at  the  difficulty  ybil 
finde  to  convey  yonr  felf  thence.  But  in  truth  all  the  World  doth  there 
fiade  both  habitations  and  afFiirs  :and  for  you  my  Lord,  (ince  in  that 
Countrey  our  Kin^s  both  enter  into  iheir  firfl  infancy,  and  grow  old, as 
being  the  feat  of  their  Empire  '7  no  man  can  )uftly  blame  you  for  making 
over-long  abode  there,  without  accufmgyou  of  over- much  love  to 
your  Maftcr,  2nd  for  defiring  to  be  near  his  perfon.  At  Rome  you  Hiall 
tread  upon  flones,  formerly  the  gods  of  C^far  and  Pempey ,  and  fhall 
contemplate  the  ruins  of  thofe  rare  workmanfhips,  the  antiquity  where- 
of is  yet  amiable,  and  fhall  dayly  walk  among  Hiftories  and  Fables :  But 
thefeare  the  paflimes  of  weakfpirits ,  which  are  pleafed  with  trifles, 
and  not  the  imployments  of  a  Prince  ,  who  delighted  in  fayling  on 
rough  Seas,  and  who  is  not  come  into  the  World  to  let  it  reft  idle: 
When  you  have  feen  the  Tybcr^  on  whofe  banks  the  T^omans  have  per- 
formed the  Apprentifhips  of  their  rare  viftories  ,  and  begun  that  high 
defign,  which  they  ended  nor,  but  at  the  extream  limits  of  the  Earth. 
When  you  fhall  afcend  the  Capitol,  where  they  fuppofed  God  was  as 
well  prefent  as  in  Heaven ;  and  had  there  inclofed  the  fatality  of  the 
univerfal  Monarchy  :  After  you  have  crofTcd  that  great  Circus,  dedica- 
ted to  (hew  pleafures  to  the  people,  and  where  the  bloud  of  Martyrs 
hath  been  often  mingled  with  that  of  Malcfa<^curs  and  bruit  beafts. 
I  make  no  doubt  but  after  you  have  feen  thofe  and  divers  other  things, 
you  will  grow  weary  of  the  repofe  and  tranqnility  of  Rome :  and  will  fay 
they  are  two  things  more  proper  for  the  Night  and  Church-yards, 
than  for  the  Court  and  the  worlds  eye-  Yet  have  I  not  any  par- 
pofc  to  give  you  the  leaft  diftafte  of  a  Voyage  the  Ring  hath  com- 
manded 
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roandcd  you  to  undertake ,  and  whereof  I  well  hoped  to  have  been 
the  guide ,  if  my  crazy  body  would  have  feconded  the  motion  of 
my  Will.  But  truely  my  Lord  ,  I  am  deeply  ingaged  in  this  bu- 
finefs,  and  when  I  look  upon  my  felffmgle,  I  fomecimes  have  a  de- 
fire  to  make  you  fufpicious  of  thofe  felicities,  I  fear ,  I  fliall  not  be 
able  to  enjoy  with  you  j  ye:  whatfoevcr  I  fay,  I  am  not  fo  far  in  love 
with  my  felf,  as  to  prefer  my  private  content  before  the  general  de- 
fires  of  all  men  ,  and  the  Churches  nectfTines.  It  is  requifire  for 
infinite  confiderations  of  importance ,  you  fhould  be  prcfcnt  at  the 
firft  Conclave  ,  and  that  you  appear  ac  a  vi'ar  not  therefore  Icfs  con - 
fidcrable,  in  being  compofed  of  difarmed  perfons  ,  or  for  that  it 
makes  no  ividowes  nor  Orphans.  I  am  certain  you  have  elfcwhere 
feen  more  dangerous  encounters  ,  and  have  often  defircd  more 
bloudy  Vi^lmci.  But  how  great  loever  the  ohjeft  of  your  ambi- 
tion be,  yet  can  it  not  conceive  any  thing  of  fuch  Eminencyjas 
at  once  to  give  a  SucceiTour  to  Conluls,  to  Empcrours ,  and  Apo- 
ftles  ',  and  to  make  with  your  breath  [he  man,  who  over-toppeth  Ktngs^ 
and  who  commandeth  over  all  rcajonable  Souls :  Though  my  health  b« 
fo  uncertain  ,  as  I  cannot  promife  my  felf  three  days  continuance 
thereof,  yet  have  I  not  loft  all  hope  to  fee  you  (one  day)  in  this 
Countrey,  the  prefcribcr  of  L^rivi  to  inferiours,  and  of  examples  to 
Commanders.  My  Lord ,  it  may  be,  God  referveth  me  for  your  fake, 
that  nothing  be  wanting  to  your  glorie  ,  and  to  the  end  there  might 
be  yet  one  man  in  the  World ,  able  to  affoord  you  the  praifcs  proper 
to  your  merits. 
The  29.  of  My  Lord,  Tour  mofi  humble ^and 

June  1623,  mofl  fciithfuU  Sc  rvant , 

Balzac. 


To  wj  Lord  Cardinal  de  Valette, 

Letter.    X. 
f^  ^jtordy 

IT  muft  necelTarily  be  the  grcateft  affair  at  this  prefent  in  agi- 
tation on  Earth  ,  that  could  oblige  you  to  leave  Varis  j  nor 
had  you  parted  thence  upon  any  flighter  condition  ,  than  to 
make  a  head  for  all  Chripndom.  If  you  arrive  there  oppor- 
tunely  to  have  your  part  in  this  great  Ele^iion  ,  and  that  the  Con- 
clave  attend  your  Frefence ,  on  purpole  to  afford  a  more  full  Reputation 
and  Authority ,  to  what  fhall  there  be  refolved  upon  :  I  do  no  way 
doubt  but  you  will  maintain  the  fame  advantage  over  the  Italian  wits, 

as 
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as  you  have  obtained  over  ours  j  or  that  their  policies  will  not  be  as  inr- 
pertinent  in  your  P  re  fence ,  as  the  Cbarmes  of  Magicians  are  frivolous, 
being  confronted  with  Divine  matters.  You  have  fuflicient  of  their  pa- 
tience to  put  ofFafFdirs  when  occafionisoffercd:  but  you  have  a  con- 
rage  they  come  fhortof,  to  carry  matters  by  ftrong  hand/if  neceffity 
require.  Therefore  my  Lord,  to  what  part  loever  your  opinion  fhall 
incline,  you  will  carry  that  with  you  which  gaineth  viftories ,  and  cau- 
feth  the  greater  parry  to  fide  with  the  founder ;  yea,  if  matters  fhoold 
pafs  without  conteftation,  yet  fhould  you  at  leaft  take  notice,  that  you 
arc  intreated  to  rhata<ftion  ,  wherein  God  permits  you  to  fupply  his 
place,  and  intrufteth  to  your  care  tlie  moft  important  matfer  of  all  his 
works.  To  fpeak  ferioufly ,  his  provideicc  is  never  in  fo  high  imploy- 
ment,  as  when  he  is  to  choofc  the  man  who  hath  power  to  ufe  well,  or 
abufe  all  the  Riches  of  Heaven,  and  who  is  to  exercife  a  power  neareft 
approaching  to  Divinity.  Heretofore  God  made  ufe  of  Thunder  and 
Tempefts,  when  hepurpofed  to  denounce  any  thing  to  meti ,  declaring 
his  Will  by  other  than  ordinary  means.  But  lince  he  hath  caufed  Ora- 
cles to  ceafe,  and  fuffereth  the  Thunder  to  work  onely  natural  cfFe^s : 
It  is  onely  by  the  voyce  of  Cardinals  he  caufeth  his  defires  to  be  mani- 
fefled ,  and  ordaineth  concerning  the  Worlds  Conduft.  When  you 
pleafe  (my  good  Lord)  I  fhall  have  fome  notice  of  thefe  infpirations  he 
hath  fent  you,  and  of  the  ele<ftionyou  have  made :  For  to  force  me  (fo 
foon)  to  inform  my  felf  thereof  in  the  place  where  it  was  performed, 
this  Kingdom  had  need  be  over  hoc  for  me ,  and  that  I  were  not  fo  well 
acquainted  as  I  am  with  the  Sun  at  Rome.  That  which  blacks  the  Moors, 
and  burns  Lybla^  is  not  fo  dangerous  at  this  Seafon  9  and  were  you  not 
florcd  with  treafures  of  Snow,  and  provided  of  Halls  of  Marble,  to  de- 
fend you  from  the  fcorching  Air,  I  fhould  as  foon  chufe  to  be  con- 
demned to  the  fire,  as  to  be  forced  to  re  fide  where  you  are  at  this  pre- 
fent.  But  your  Grace  I  know  can  not  be  aflfiightcd  with  all  rhcie  ap- 
prehenfions  of  heat ',  you  are  none  of  thofe  who  will  finde  fault  with 
the  Air,  which  all  that  incicnt  Repubfick  breathed  ,  or  with  the  Sun, 
which  hath  holpen  to  make  fo  many  Conquerours,  and  given  light  to  fo 
many  glorious  Triumphs.  Yet  for  my  part,  I  who  have  none  of  thefe 
confiderations,and  who  have  wholy  put  my  felf  into  the  power  of  Phy- 
fick,  it  is  requifite  I  avoid  the  very  fhadow  of  danger  ,  and  live  with  as  I 
great  apprehenfion  of  fear  in  this  World,  as  though  I  were  in  an  Ene-  ' 
iniesCountrcy,or  in  a  Forrcft  of  wilde  beafts.  It  is  therefore  out  of  pure 
ncccflity  I  attend  your  commands  in  this  place,  and  a  more  feafonable 
time,  to  teftifie  unto  you ,  without  running  the  hazard  of  my  life,  that 
I  am  with  all  my  Soul 
The  2.  o(AU'  My  Lord,  Tot^r  mofh  humble ^and 

Au^uU  1623.  mofi  obedient  Servant, 

BALZAC. 
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To  the  Lord  Car dind  deV^ktQ^  from  Balzac. 

Letter     XL 
'  3ly  Lordy 

I  Vciily  believed  I  could  never  have  been  fo  unfortunate,  as  to  be 
forced  to  fearchin  thfe  Ga^ctus  for  what  you  do,and  to  he<ir  no  other 
news  from  you,  then  what 'ccn^inion  brute  befloweth  in  all  pares  of  the 
tirorId,and  which  the  E}?g!?[lj  and  Gcrmu'ris  may  as  well  know  as  L  This 
punifhment  is  by  fo  much  the  more  wounding,  in  that  I  have  heretofore 
been  enriched  with  thofc  benefits  ,  whercot  you  now  leem  ro  bereave 
me  *,  and  in  that  the  time  was,  when  you  pleaftd  fo  far  to  di'ce.  d  from 
the  rank  whenceyou  are  derived,  as  to  lay  afide  all  thofe  killers  which 
incompafsyou,  to  converic  freely  with  me:  But  (m>  Lord)  (ince  one 
word  of  your  mouth  hath  often  cured  my  decayed  fpirits,  &  hath  many 
times  made  me  happy  without  the  help  o{  Fortune:  I  freely  confefs  unto 
you,  I  cannot  refolve  to  changt  condft'on,  as  knowing  rhe  lofs  of  the 
Icafl  of  your  favours  cannot  be  little  i  Yer  being  fo  innocent  that  I  canr 
no  way  imagine  my  offence ,  and  not  acknowledging  among  men,other 
more  allured  verity  then  your  word,I  have  a  great  relu.tation  to  be  d'ffi- 
dent  of  a  thmg,upon  the  certainty  whereof  half  the  Court  is  ingaged  fot 
War,  and  the  belieged  would  itwkc  imall  difficulty  to  furrender  them- 
fclvcs.  My  Lord,,  you  have-pleafed  to  promifc  you  would  love  me  al- 
ways;therefore  I  befcech  you  not'to  be  offended,  if  I  put  you  in  minde, 
that  as  the  ancient  Godsoitht  Countrey  where  now  you  are^  fubmitted 
themfelves  to  T)::slmes^  after  they  had  once  afligned  them:  So  you, 
though  akove  all  other  Laxxs^  are  yet  fubjeft  to  your  word.  lam  confi- 
dent it  cannot  be  revoked  fo  long  as  the  order  of  fublunary  things 
change  not,  and  the  Dcc/ff^of  Gods  providence  remain  immoveable: 
and  if  you  repent  any  one  aftion  in  your  whole  life,  you  therein  do 
more  then  your  very  Enemies^  who  never  as  yet  called  the  leaft  of  them 
in  queftion.  For  my  part ,  I  am  far  from  thinking  I  have  totally  lofl 
your  favours,  left  I  fhould  wrong  yomjud^ementj  which  conferred  them 
upon  me ,  and  blame  the  beft  eysin  the  World,  for  having  heretofore 
been  blnjde.  I  will  rather  fuppofe,  if  you  fend  me  no  news,  it  is  becaufe 
you  think  I  know  what  will  be  done  fonse  ten  years  hence,  and  that  I 
am  brimfull  of  the  Komm  Court,  and  of  the  Ital'hm  affairs.  Truely  I 
know  the  prefentT'opf,  and  I  have  ever  believed,  there  is  not  any  hu- 
mane wit  more  capable  to  carry  fo  ponderous  a  felicity,  or  to  let  us 
again  behold  the  primitive  beauty  of  religion,  and  the  golden  age  of 
Gods  Church,  I  know  how  at  T^o/widlenefs  is  day  and  u'ght  in  aftion, 
and  that  the  complements  and  ceremonies  there,put  you  to  more  trou- 
ble then  you  fhould  finde  in  governing  the  whole  World,if  God  bad  lef- 
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it  to  youi  condoft.  Me  thinks  I  yet  fee  this  great  Tyrant  with  fo  many 
heads,  (1  mean  the  Signoury  of  y'enke)  together  with  all  thofe  petty 
Soveraigns  ,  who  would  hazard  more  men  in  hanging  one  fingle  per- 
fon,  then  the  i{jng  would  venture  in  two  battails  ,  or  at  the  taking  in  of 
four  Ciries.  But  my  Lord  all  this  with  the  reft  doth  but  (lightly  touch 
i^y  Ipiru,  and  asycu  are  the  folc  worldly  caufe,  which  aflfoordeth  me 
either  joy,  or  difcomfort,  fo  ic  is  from  you  oneiy  I  expeft  good,  or  ill 
news  :  1  have  made  your  affeftion  in  fuch  fort  ncceltary  for  my  ltfe$ 
contentment,  that  without  it  I  fhould  findc  defcfts  even  in  felicity  it 
fclf,  and  fhould  have  an  impctfcft  feeling  of  the  mofl  happy  fuccciTcs 
could  befall  me.  Reftore  therefore,  if  fo  you  pleafe ,  or  continue  this 
your  ancient  favour  towards  me,  which  I  cannot  poflibly  forbear.  And 
fince  you  are  part  of  that  body  to  which  God  hath  given  infalibility, 
and  fincc  it  is  forbidden  to  call  the  certainty  of  your  wifdom  into  the 
leaft  qucftion  :  condemn  not  I  befccch  you,  what  you  have  formerly 
made  as  though  your  Italian  favours  were  fome  other  things  then  your 
French  ones. 

There,  of  D<r-  Tour  moHhumhle^moftobeditnt^ 

cemb.  1523.  and  mofl  faith  full  fervant^ 

BALZAC. 

Balzac  his  Letter  to  Momjieur  du  Planty. 

Letter     XII. 
Sir, 

Slace  you  cannot  be  here  till  after  the  Vta^^  and  for  that  I  prefume 
you  have  no  purpofe  to  oppofe  the  Eledion  of  the  Po/?f,  being  can- 
nonicaUy  chofen.  I  will  advifc  you  to  ftay  your  journey  till  the  Spring 
be  part,  and  the  Snoivi  melted ;  yet  trucly  you  are  in  fuch  efleem  here, 
as  if  you  come  not  the  fooner,  I  verily  think  you  will  be  fent  for ,  and 
and  that  the  Court  of  '^ome  will  commence  fuite  with  the  Loox^f  ^jto  have 
my  Lord  the  Cardinals  prefence  It  is  therefore  fitting  (if  fo  he  pleafe) 
that  he  undertake  this  voyage,  and  put  of  State  bufinefs,  and  the  War 
to  others,  to  live  here  in  the  midfl  of  Glme  and  Triumphs,  In  the  mean 
time,  I  may  (fo  near  as  I  can)  inform  my  felf  both  of  men  and  affairs, 
thereby  to  give  you  the  better  inflrudions  at  your  coming.  Now  to 
the  end  to  affoord  you  a  taflc  of  what  1  know,  obferve  what  I  fay,  for  I 
ivill  re  11  you  flrange  things.  There  is  a  certain  great  man  here,  who  en« 
tcrtaineth  fix  Aflrologers  in  Penfion,  to  let  him  underfland  from  time 
to  time  who  fhall  be  Pope :  Another  takes  large  fees  on  both  fides,  find- 
ing it  theonely  way  to  bring  his  Clients  to  compofition :  A  third  hath 
the  moll  extravagant  virtue  yo«  ever  heard  of,  he  leads  a  far  more 

pleafanc 
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picfant  life  then  the  Duke  of  ojfuna;  and  having  read  in  holy  Wrir, 
how  the  wifdom  o{  the  World  is  folly  in  Gods  fight,  he  imagines  he 
fhould  offend  hisconfcienrr,  if  he  were  over  wife.  Here  are  Princes  in 
this  pivice,  who  in  full  peace  pjrdon  neither  Age  nor  Sex.  There  are 
others  who  keep  their  beds,  chough  they  be  wcli  able  to  ride  poft^and 
who  ufe  all  Phyiick  poflible  to  look  pale,  to  be  feaverifh,  and  full  of  Ca- 
thars,  and  who  nuke  ufe  of  all  the  fecrecs  in  Phyfick  to  have  a  niegar 
afpcft.  In  conclufion-^  the  higheft  place  in  this  World,  is  thar,  whether 
the  more  eafily  10  arrive,  it  is  rjeceflfary  to  be  lamc,and  take  fhorrftcps; 
fo  as  a  found  I'fim  is  commnijjy  mude  out  of  a  fickly  C^^'fdinal.  At  our 
next  mceiM'g  I  will  inform  you  of  [he  reft,  and  will  in  one  half  hour  in- 
fufci''  oyou  all  the  experience  I  have  hitherto  gotten  :But  if  1  have 
not  this  contentment  fo  loon  as  I  defne,  fail  not  I  pray  you,  to  let  me 
here  news  of  your  health,  and  the  reft  of  our  good  friends.  But  cfpe- 
cially  I  beieech  you  to  :i^mt rlMmnficur de  7At>.i'.fv\^  tha^  1  -"^  pafTionat- 
ly  his  fervanr,  and  rhar  I  finde  here  much  fubtility  and  difTimularion, 
bur  nor  many  fo  pure  and  rrbic  virtucSj  as  his  are 
From  Tronic  10.  of 
February  1621.  BALzAc- 


A  Letter  to  Mounjieur  de  la  Magdelene  from  Balzac 

Letter     XIII. 
Sir, 

IAmextreamlygladyouarcnot  of  the  number  of  thofe  whom  the 
Y^i.'g  hath  loft  before  S.  John  a^A'^itly  :  Conferve  your  felf  therefore 
fo  far  forth  as  your  Honou-r  and  Courage  will  fufFer,  or  permit.and  con- 
tent your  fcjf  to  have  rafted  what  rvar  is  j  which  if  you  pleafe  to  be  ad- 
vifed  by  me,  you  fhould  do  well  never  more  to  behold  but  with  Flan- 
ders fpe^acles.  You  are  bound  to  execute  good  J^lom  ,  but  you  are 
to  perform  many,  and  permanently  i  and  to  be  a  better  husband  of  a 
worthy  mans  life,  than  that  ot  an  ordinary  Souldier  of  the  Guards.  At 
leaftwile  fo  long  as  you  continue  at  the  aflembly  of  the  Clergy  ,  you 
fhall  be  fcrviceable  to  the  Church  at  your  own  eafe,and  there  fhall  com- 
monly be  ten  days  journey  between  you  and  danger.  Though  I  were 
not  any  more  of  this  World  then  thofe  who  lived  before  the  Jate  K^r»g, 
or  who  are  to  come  mro  the  World  after  the  dcceafe  of  thiSjyet  fhould 
I  not  fear  to  hazard  my  felf  in  this  fort  •,  and  to  keep  all  my  bicud  for 
the  Publick,as  readily  as  the  moft  valiant  Jcfuire  of  France.  It  is  in  this 
fort  I  have  learned  tofpeak  in  this  Court,  where  honcft  men  are  fo  wed- 
ded to  their  particular  interefts ,  and  do  fo  litfle  reficd  upon  the  gene- 
ral affairs,  as  they  think  there  «  nothing  beyond  the  tip$  of  their  up- 

E  z  moft 


5  2  The  Letters  ofMomfienr 

mod  hairs, fe  fuppofe  the  World  enderh  at  their  feet.  The  C.  I.  dreams 
of  no  other  thing,buchow  to  fortific  himfclf  with  men  and  mony  againft 
the  CB.  whom  he  takcth  for  the  ThyIi^  an  Herctick  :  And  fay  what  you 
will,  the  fifry  Abbies  he  hath  gotrcn  in  one  year,  is  that  portion  of  the 
Church  which  pleafeth  him  better  then  all  the  reft.    Behold  in  what 
terms  Ave  ftand  at  this  prefent :  inftead  of  procuring  the  converfion  of 
Nations,  and  ro  feek  the  means  tofet  the  Levant  at  liberty  :  a  P.  thinks 
he  hath  worrhily  acquitted  himfelf  of  his  charge,  fo  long  as  he  provides 
to  make  his  Nephew  a  greater  man  then  his  Predcceflburs  was.  But  that 
I  fear  left  my  xeal  fhould  over- far  tranfpert  me,  or  that  you  fhould  be- 
come as  weary  of  my  difcourfe  as  of  a  tedious  Preacher  ^  I  would  dilate 
my  ftlf  upon  this  Subjed  \  but  1  know  the  affjirs  in  thefe  parts  are  very 
indifferent  unto  you  ,  1  will  therefore  refer  the  further  relation  where- 
with 1  intended  to  acquaint  you,to  my  Lord,thc  CMarques  o(Cauvre.  In 
brief,  there  are  none  but  himfelfand  the  Councel,  who  can  caufe  the 
Popccoinclinetoourreafonable  demands,  and  I  will  tell  you  without 
flattering  him,  that  fo  long  as  he  is  here,  the  K^fig  may  glorie  that  he 
reigneth  at  Rome.     As  for  other  things,  what  beautifull  objt^s  focver  | 
Jlome  prefenteth  to  my  view,  and  what  pleafure  foever  each  man  findes  - 
there  conformable  to  his  humour  and  inclination,  yet  cannot  I  receive 
any,  being  fo  remote  from  perfons  fo  dear  unto  iiie,  and  fhall  efteem 
my  felf  unhappy,  fo  long  as  I  am  neccfCraced  to  write  Letters  onto  you, 
and  oncly  fay,what  is  not  asyct  inmy  power  to  caufe  to  appear ,  that 


I  am 


Mounfieur,  Tour  tnofl  faith fuU  fervant 
Balzac. 


To  Mounfieur  it  Montigny' /row  Balzac. 
Letter     XIV- 

S  IR, 

T  Hough  you  ufe  me  ill,  and  that  I  have  reafon  to  be  fenfible  of  your 
negleds,yet  I  am  rcfolved  to  fuffer  from  you  with  an  obftinate 
patience,  and  to  acquire  youifarours  by  force,  iince  I  cannot  ob- 
tain them  otherwifc.  But  I  am  aflured  you  are  not  fo  uncivil ,  as  not 
tofuffer  your  felf  to  be  beloved,  nor  fo  tidd  to  your  own  fancies,as  that 
there  remaincth  no  affeftion  in  you  for  whatfoever  is  feparate  :  Other- 
wife  1  fhould  think  your  humour  were  as  much  changed  as  are  the  af- 
fairs of  Frawff,  or  that  you  were  fuddenly. become  quite  another  man. 
I  will  thereforerefl  confident  in  the  opinion  mofl  pleafmg  unto  me, 
and  imagine  you  are  fufficiently  my  friend  in  your  thoughts ;  but  that 
you  arc  oyer  loyal  a  f^rmch  mm  to  have  any  intelligence  out  of  the 
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Kmgdom.  It  may  be  the  example  of  the  Duke  of  Bircn  affrights  you* 
and  chac  you  take  allfuch  as  are  in  Italit  for  Don  Pcdros^ct  conntcs  of 
Fitcntcs  :  in  this  cafe  in  truth  you  have  reafon,  and  it  is  far  letter  to 
write  no  Letters  at  all,  rhen  to  be  forced  to  explain  them  before  the 
Court  of  Pay  liament.  But  if  you  were  of  my  humour,  and  that  you 
would  refer  the  whole  State,  and  all  the  affairs  therein  to  Mounfieur 
Luynes  ,  me  thinks  our  ^fnity  could  not  pafs  for  confpiracy ,  and  you 
might  fafely  let  me  have  news  from  your  felf,and  the  reft  of  our  fiiends, 
without  any  hazard  at  all.  I  defueontly  to  know  what  you  do,  and 
wherein  you  imploy  the  faireft  feafon  of  your  life.  Do  you  never  part 
from  the  lips  of  Opala  j  whofe  breath  is  f©  fweet  as  it  fcemsfhe  feedeth 
oncly  on  Pwl^s  and  Fcr fumes  ?  are  you  in  as  high  efteem  in  youx  Mi- 
(irefes  thoughts  as  your  merics  andfervice  defcrves,  and  as  your  loyalty 
obligeth  her  unto  ?  Is  cUtor^hon  ftill  in  his  generous  mufings  ?  doth  he 
daily  take  Towns  at  Table  ?  and  doth  he  yet  frame  forreign  defigns  be- 
tween his  Bed-curtains?  Is  there  any  good  inclination  in  the  Court 
for  our  great  Cardinal  ?  and  are  they  not  perfwaded  that  if  he  were 
Pope^  the  Church  would  foon  be  as  well  Miftrefs  in  Germany  as  at  Komel 
After  you  have  (atisfied  me  in  all  thefe  points,  I  am  contented  to  be  ac 
truce  with  you  as  long  as  you  pleafe  j  and  if  need  be,  will  fuffer  you  to 
wax  old  upon  the  bofom  of  0/>fl/^, without  ever  afkingyou  what  you 
do  there. 

Tours ^    Balzac. 

Balzac   hi^  Letter  to  the  Dnks  of  Efpernon. 

Letter     XV. 
'  ^iy  Lord , 

WEre  I  not  born  (as  I  am)  your  moft  humble  fervant,  yet  fhould 
I  fhew  my  felf  a  very  degenerate  French-man ^  if  I  did  not  much 
rejoyce  in  the  happmefs  of  your  Family,  fince  it  is  a  publick  Felicity, 
I  have  heard  the  profperous  fuccefs  of  the  voyage  you  made  into  Bearri, 
and  of  the  great  beginnings  you  have  given,  to  what  the  King  defireth 
there  to  undertake.  And  truly,  the  ELe6iion  he  harh  made  of  you,  to 
ferve  him  in  an  occafion  of  fuch  importance^  hath  been  fo  generally  ap- 
proved, that,  if  heretofore  there  hath  been  any  deftfts  pretended  in 
the  conduft  of  our  Affairs ,  we  muft  neccflarily  avow,  that  this  lafl 
A6lion  hath  fufficiently  jufttfied  all  the  former  ;ir  appearing  plainly, 
that  it  is  not  onely  favour  which.fetteth  the  difference  between  men. 
I  noway  doubt,but  right,  and  power  fideing  together,  that  the  everu 
of  things  will  be  fuitable  to  our  defires :  Bur,  howfoever  ic  happen,  you 
hafe  already  the  gloric  of  having  facilitated  the  viftorie  3  and  made  ic 
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apif^ear  how  the  Enemies  of  cheScatc  have  no  ociicr  force,buc  what  they 
dfaw  ouc  of  our  wcakncfs.  It  is  now  time  {my  Lord)  ^ow  take  no  ice  of 
thole  advantages  God  harh  given  you  above  rhc  reft  of  men:  You  ughc 
at  Icaft  CO  remember,  how  being  rricd  wirh  worldly  affairs ,  and  retired 
from  Courr,pub>ickneceflricy  had  not  fouj^hcyou  our  in  y-nir  private 
repofedocfs  at  t\on\c  ,  to  pat  ih^mgs  royal  A-^mits  ino  your  hands,  if 
you  were  not  he  onely  min  from  whom  all  men  expcft  the  rc-eftablifh- 
menr  of  chefe  affairs.  I  will  no--  fo  far  rely  uion  my  own  opinion,  as  to 
anfwcr  for  the  future :  Yet  when  \  confider  the  adioas  of  y^ur  life, 
which  are  \o  em.nnt^  that  we  finde  difficulty  to  believe  rhem ,  even  af- 
ter tney  have  been  jpcrformed  ,  and  thoie  in  fuch  number,  rhat  (trangers 
may  vvcll  im.'f^ine  you  nave  lived  fiom  rhe  very  beginning  of  our  3lO' 
naiuhy :  I  fuppofe  I  mignt  boUiiy  affirm,  rhat,  if  there  be  yet  any  great 
matter  remaining  lo  be  archieved  in  the  World,  there  is  n'^ne  hut  your 
fell  mud  ar:tmpc  ic.  You  have  polferted  the  favour  of  K^n^^y  as  For- 
tunes wHic)  mightj^ail  you ,  and  have  not  feared  chat  their  pafTions 
couid  our  iaft  y(v^^itocencie.  This  virtue  we  (  j  much  admire  ,hach  fuc- 
ceeded  the  /ame  authorIty,our  Fathers  have  adored.  You  have  made 
no  ufe  of  y-)ur  power  in  State ,  which  you  have  not  ever  iince  conferved 
by  the  force  of  your  cmrage.  You  have  at  all  times  prefcivcd  the  liber- 
ty of  Fra?ice  amiift  the  miferies  of  times,  and  the  ufurpation  upon  law- 
full  power.  Who  is  there  can  fay  this  of  himfelt?  where  are  they  that 
have  flood  firm  between  rebellion  and  fervirude  ?  where  was  there  ever 
kno  vn  an  old  age  fo  necclTary  for  the  World,  or  To  much  good  and  bad 
Fortune  equally  glorious-?  My  Lord,  you  know  your  fclf  too  well ,  to 
fufped:  me  of  flattery,  and  my  humour  is  fo  alitne  from  any  fervilc 
anions,  as  the  Court  hath  not  fufficient  hopes  to  caufc  me  to  do  any 
thing  againft  my  confcience.  I  then  fpeak  as  \  do  now  *,  for  the  onely 
intcrert  of  virtue  *,  and  if  rhat  were  not  on  your  fide ,  I  would  fcek  for  ic 
among  oar  enemies  to  do  it  right :  None  will  fufpeft  I  have  any  preten- 
tions at  M<^ drill -^  or  that  I  intend  to  make  a  Furrune  in  Hnllmd  -,  yet  to 
hear  me  fpeakof  the  Prince  of  OrfTf^e,  and  the  Marquefs  S"/7w/.i; ,  one 
would  fay  that  1  didatonceexpeft  Abbies  from  the  Hollanders  ,  and 
were  a  penfioner  to  Spain.  In  fum,  I  hold  my  felf  obliged  tothofe, 
who  affoord  me  matter  and  means  to  reconcile  the  two  rareft  things  in 
this  world,  to  wit -,  virtue  and  eloquence.  Aid  as  their  reputarion 
haih  need  of  my  Pen,  to  make  it  immortal;  fo  are  their  lives  and  anions 
right  ulcfull  unrome,  when  I  imploy  my  pains  on  excellent  fubjeds. 
You  have  ever  done  me  the  honour  to  wifh  me  well,  and  1  have  re- 
ceived innumtrahle  favours  from  my  Lord  the  Cardinal  your  Son  *,  but 
howfoever,  I  humbly  bcfeech  you  to  be  confident  that  my  affeftions 
are  abfolutely  pure,  and  that  my  particular  inrerefts  have  not  any  al- 
liance therewith.    I  am  fo  happy  as  to  have  fcrved  you  in  a  trouble- 
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forae  time,  and  to  have  been  of  the  weaker  fide ;  as  judging  it  to  be 
the  more  honeft.  I  have  not  fince  been  of  another  mindt  y  and  the 
reafons  drawing  me  to  do  what  I  did,  being  ftill  the  fame ,  1  am  really, 
as  I  ever  have  been, 

My  Lord, 

Teur  mofl  humble  and  thrice 
obedient  fervant^ 
Balzac 

To  the  Duke  of  Efpernon  from  Balzac. 
Letter     XVI. 

^ly  Lordy 

THe  Letter  I  lately  received  from  you,  maketli  me  know  I  am  hap- 
pier then  I  luppofcd,  fince  I  have  the  honour  to  be  fometimcs  in 
your  memory  Ic  is  a  place  (o  taken  up  with  high  thoughts  ,  and 
which  the  publick  good  doth  in  fuch  meafure  make  ufe  of ,  as  I  had 
not  the  ambition  to  imagine,  ihere  could  be  any  room  left  for  a  mao 
of  fo  I'mall  impotunce  as  my  felf  Burl  fee,  that  asy  ^u'.icv^r had 
any  To  potent  enemies  as  to  exceed  your  courage,  fo  have  you  not  any 
fervants  of  fo  flight  confideration,  whom  you  eftecm  not  worrhy  yoor 
care.  Herein  my  Lord,  you  make  ic  appear  that  the  mcancfl  matters 
change  their  nature  into  more  noble  fubjeds,  lo  foon  as  they  become 
yours :  and  how  of  ail  men,  you  have  conquered  part,  and  acquired  the 
reft.  I  am  verily  pcrfwaded,  ic  were  no  lefs  rhcn  to  offend  God ,  to 
deny  obedience  to  a  perfon  fo  high  in  his  favour  as  youare,and  that  his 
meaning  is,  this  commanding  fpirit  he  hath  conferred  upon  youjfhould 
be  mafter  of  all  others.  The  honour  therefore  to  you  appertaining, 
being  little  inferiour  to  what  we  owe  to  facred  things  j  and  that  bcfides 
the  ordinary  providence  which  governeth  the  world,  there  being  a 
particular  one  in  Heaven,  defigned  mecrly  for  the  conduft  of  your  lifc, 
to  mike  it  admired  in  all  after  ages :  ic  is  neceflfary  as  well  in  contem- 
plation of  this  common  confideration,  as  for  others  particularly  con- 
cerning my  felf,  I  fliould  perpetually  remain. 

My  Lord , 
The  $ .  of  AprH  Toitr  mo  ft  humble  and  mof 

162a.  faith  full  fcrvMt^ 

BALZAC. 
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T$the  Duke  of  Efpernon  from  B  a  l  z  a  c 

Letter     XVII.        ^      , 
My  Lord, 
N  this  general  calm  of  the  State,  (wherein  the  affairs  of  this  King- 
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doiii  fcem  to  be  aflLcp,  and  the  Worlds  occurrents  to  be  at  a  ftand) 
all  Fyancc  cxpeds  your  prefenct  at  Court,  to  be  the  Authour  of  the  de- 
fircd  news,  and  to  diaw  from  the  K^ngs  breaft  the  good  intentions 
wherewith  ir  is  fo  richly  ftored.  The  reduftion  of  Btam  not  ftaincd 
with  any  drop  ol  bloud  :  the  tfuth  v/hercin  you  have  inftruftcdall  men, 
conctrniiig  the  poflibility  of  taking  Jinchil,  and  the  order  you  have  now 
larely  left  in  Giacnc^  where  you  have  redoced  the  Faftions  to  fuch  a 
point,  as  their  onely  power  confifteth  in  their  perverfe  humours  ?  pnc- 
teih  us  in  hope,  that  if  God  fhould  defer  the  fafety  of  ow.r  State  till  an- 
other a^c,  it  could  be  no  man  (your  felf  excepted)  for  whom  he  hath 
refcrvedfo  glorious  entciprife.  My  Lord,  it  is  certain  he  never  (hewed 
more  miracles  in  chofe places  himlelf  hath  confccrated  to  hisglory  and 
publick  piety,  and  which  he  hath  cholen  on  purpolc  there  tomanifeft 

'S  power ,  then  he  hath  done  in  your  pcrfon.  And  when  I  confider 
i.ow  ofren  he  hath  proteded  you,  contrary  to  all  humane  appearance  i 
and  the  oppolition  you  have  encountred,  in  arriving  to  this  height  by 
(o  many  rocks  and  precipices ',  I  cannot  but  eonflmtly  believe  you 
have  over-paffcd  the  time  of  dying ;  and  that  for  the  Worlds  general 
good,  it  is  fitting  you  indure  as  longas  the  Sun,  ©r  Sra/s.  To  flop 
here,  were  to  praifc  you  impcrfeftly,  and  onely  to  make  it  appear  you 
are  abk  to  affoard  long  fcr vices.  I  will  therefore  fay  more :  on  which 
fide  foever  I  turn  mine  cy:,  be  it  that  I  convey  them  beyond  the  Seas, 
or  make  them  pafs  ihofc  niouiitains  which  feparate  us  from  our  Neigh- 
bours, I  findc  not  that  perfon  in  any  place,  who  can  juftly  difpute  for 
glorie  wirh  you ',  or  whofe  life  is  fo  illuftrious  as  yours.  I  have  feriouf- 
ly  confidered  all  whatfoever  might  give  value,  or  reputation  to  the 
Courts  of  Hranger  Princes,  and  there  truely  I  findc  men  who  are  well 
feen  in  Military  affairs,  and  who  have  gained  to  themfelves  no  fmall 
experience  by  means  ofan  infinity  of  rules  and  maximes:  But  the  dif- 
ference between  thofe  men  and  your  felf,  is,  that  they  cannot  f^ir  ,  wor 
make  themfelves  awfull  without  the  Indies,  Armies,  and  Cannon^; 
whereas  you  are  redoubtable  all  alone,  and  unarmed  '■,  yea,  your  very 
flilnefs  rcrrifieth  the  grcareft  ent  mies  o( France.  This  being  abfolute- 
lytfue  (as  no  man  can  doubt)  it  ib  high  time  the  KjJ'g  do  really  make 
ufe  of  a  man  whom  the  neccfliry  of  his  Hare  requireth  of  him,  and  that. 
he  no  longei  imploy  thofe  improfperous  perfons,  under  whole  hands 
opportunities  wax  old,  and  his  good  fortune  will  fail  him.    It  is  fuffi- 

cient 
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difnt  that  the  Rhine  and  Atpes  have  formerly  been  French,  and  that  our 
language  is  fpoken  in  neighbouring  Provinces,  without  fuffering  a 
ftrangc  kindc  ot  people  ftill  to  remain  in  the  very  bowels  of  our  King- 
dom, who  will  noc  allow  of  our  ancient  Laws.  There  is  now  no  longer 
means  to  cover  thislkar  which  dilhonorech  the  face  of  Scare,  or  to  fuf- 
fcr  that  Rebellion  &  Loyalty  live  together.  To  (peak  tr urh,whac  kindc 
correfpondency  can  be  expeded  between  the  Mirtiefs  of  the  houfe, 
and  the  Concubine  ?  whar  a  monftrous  produrtion  would  that  prove 
between  a  Monarchy  and  a  popular  government  ?  and  what  kindc  of 
Soveraign  fhould  he  be,  who  were  dependent  on  his  fubjeds ,  and  his 
CounccUubordinate  to  the  Town- houfe  ?  Truly,  if  Catholicks  fliould 
demand  Cities  of  the  King,,  proportionable  to  their  number ,  as  others 
do,  hefliould  be  forced  henceforward  ro  remain  all  his  life  time  ac 
Fomntam-blca/i  and  S.  Germns :  nor  would  there  remain  unto  him  any 
more  then  the  bare  title  of  a  King ,  and  the  common  fields  of  his  Coun- 
trey.  But  it  fhall  not  always  be  fo  if  pr editions  prove  true  :  And  rca- 
foa  as  well  as  nature  requireth  that  things  fhould  be  reduced  to  their 
?ncicnt  form.  It  were  no  Icfs  then  to  injure  him,  who  hath  promifed 
to  France  a  longer  continuance  then  to  all  her  difeafes,  to  think  that  he 
having  given  remedies  againfl  the  Goihes  and  Moo.s,  he  will  fufFer  it  to 
die  at  this  day  by  the  hands  of  a  fmall  pack  of  ReWels :  Provided  ,  that 
face  which  1  rathtr  call  immortal,  then  ancient,  do  flill  alTure  us  of  the 
great  fource  •f  life  you  retain  in  your  couragious  heart,  and  that  heaven 
plcafe  to  preferve  for  the  Worlds  bcncfic ,  the  blefilng  it  conferred  up- 
on us  ac  your  Nativity  >  we  require  not  a  more  rcr tain  prefage  of  the 
end  of  our  evils  y  nor  is  there  any  fo  fick  ,  or  far  flrucken  in  years,  who 
hopeth  nor  to  lurvive  thefe  inteftine  troubles ;  But  we  are  not  to  ima- 
gine that  viftory  and  pcice  are  two  oppofice  things,  though  they  be 
different  j  for  is  the  one  which  afl'ureth  the  other,  and  fetlcth  it  in  fiate 
not  to  be  any  further  either  troubled,  or  threatned  by  any.  When  all 
is  done,  I  finde  it  were  much  to  oblige  thefe  malccontenrs ,  to  give  9, 
fure  repofe  to  their  diflrufffull  fpirits,  and  ac  once  to  rid  tliem  of  all 
their  hopes  and  fears  -.when  they  fhall  no  longer  need  to  trouble 
themfelves  with  making  alTen.blics,  and  that  their  lives  fhill  be  free 
from  the  fear  of  punifhments.  When  I  fay,  both  they  and  we  fhall  en- 
joy common  fecurity,  it  isnot'^o  be  doubted  but  their  condition  will 
be  much  bettered,  it  being  a  much  fairer  fortune  to  be  call  on  Hiore  by 
a  florra  in  a  craifed  VclTel,  then  to  be  flill  in  the  power  of  windes  and 
Sea-wracks.  The  word  of  Ki/;g5  ought  not  to  contradift  the  funftions 
of  Regality,  nor  can  they  oblige  themfelves  ro  leave  their  Subjcds  in 
miferableeflatcor  to  do  contrary  to  what  they  ough:."  And  incon- 
fcience  fmce  theruine  of  Rebellion  is  written  in  Hc^iven,  in  the  fame 
fortasisthedayof  We<?/»C/;^,and  the  Worlds  difTolution ,  wer«  it 
•^  not 


a 


5^  The  Letters  ofMounpeur 

not  as  much  as  to  rcfift  Gods  will ,  and  to  oppjgne  his  providence, 
fliould  we  fo  foon  grow  weary  of  we^l  doing,  or  ictuic  ■  o  finifli  a  work, 
the  eijenc  whercot  is  infallible?  There  is  norhing  to  eahc  tor  \  great 
Vnnct^  as  either  to  finde  or  conccife  faults,  nor  doth  any  man  doubc 
that  diffimulation  is  juft,  when  it  tends  to  the  ad  vantage  and  ^vail  of 
the  deceived.  If  a  mad  man  were  capable  of  remcd  its,  wf  e  it  not 
lawfull  to  cure  him  without  afking  hi:^  confcnt  ?   were  it  fie  a  Father 

the 
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fideration  can  caufe  that  thing' to  change  its  nature,  which  of  it  felf  is 
juft  •,  and  the  Laws  of  neccfficy  do  difpence  with  us  for  thole  of  forma- 
lity. Now  to  return  to  my  firfl  difcourfe ,  and  to  what  particularly 
fcgardcthyourLordfhlp;  feeing  yourabfcnce  from  Court  harh  at  all 
times  thrcatned  more  miferies  UiKo  us,  then  the  apparition  of  Comets 
and  other  irregularities  in  Nature,  andfince  tobc  miferable,  it  is  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  be  at  odds  wuh  you  There  is  nor  any  of  your  enemies  can 
ckipe  the  Divme  fu fit ce,  nor  is  there  any  doubc ,  but  you  will  gene- 
rally  finde  all  thofe  fpirics  favourable  unto  you ,  whom  you  have  for- 
merly convinced  9  or  that  your  propofitions  fhall  not  be  received  as  af- 
furcd  Conquefls.  The  beft  is,  there  are  now  no  njorc  any  ufurpers 
near  the  K^//^,  who  feek  to  ingmfs  his  favours  to  their  own  advantages, 
and  bereave  men  of  thofe  benefits  which  ought  to  be  as  common  ro 
them  as  the  fire.or  aire.  His  Majeflies  heart  is  open  to  all  liis  fubjc^s, 
he  receives  truth  at  whit  hand  !  <  ver  it  comes  unto  him.  Thh  bemg 
fo  (my  Lord)  may  we  not  refl  confident  you  fhall  not  lofe  one  word, 
andthatyourvirtue  whereof  the  World  is  uncapable,  Hiall  at  Irngth 
be  found  the  onely" means  the  Ki»^hath  toredrefsand  re  eftablifh  his 
affairs.  Neither  time,  travail,  nor  coft,  ought  divert  him  from  his  de- 
fign  :  It  is  a  work  will  be  nothing  fo  coftly  as  to  raifc  a  Favorite  ,  and  it 
being  a  thing  all  chriflcndom  exafteihof  him,  as  an  Hereditary  debt 
the  Kini  his  Father  hath  left  to  be  difcharged.  And  trueJy ,  it  is  mod 
certain  that  the  face  of  States  hath  been  changed  ,  and  whole  Pro- 
vinces conquered  ,  with  lefs  coft  then  divers  Tagaa  Princes  have  im- 
ployed  in  ercfting  of  Idols ,  and  caufing  them  to  be  adored  by  their 
people.  But  to  leave  this  Italian  feverity  you  formerly  reproved  in 
me  J  and  left  you  fhould  accafe  me  for  warring  againft  the  dt  ad  ,  I  will 
for  your  fake  pardon  their  memorie  *,  nor  will  I  farther  diUte  my  felf 
apon  fo  odious  a  Subjeft.  Yet  is  this  but  half  of  what  I  intended  to 
fpeak  unto  you  at  Cdi^nac  y  if  in  that  fhort  abode  you  made  there,  and 
the  continual  prefs  hindring  the  freedom  of  my  speech  unto  you,  it  had 
been  permitted  me  ro  have  had  a  longer  audience.  But  (my  Lord) 
what  I  could  not  perform  by  word  of  mouth,  I  will  continue  by  my 
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Letters,  if  you  pleafe  to  do  me  the  honour  as  to  command  them  j  or  if 
jny  words  vv^ich  you  have  herccofore  made  choice  offer  the  concepti- 
on of  your  Hi^h  chougKcs,  in  bewailing  prcfcnr  mifcrics  and  publick 
ingratitude,  be,  a$  plcafing  unto  you,  as  I  am  pcrfcdiy 

The  1 8.  of  TouTm')si  humble^  mp(i obedient f 

J^tfv.  I52J.  and  mosi  faubfuU  fervant^ 

BALZAC. 

.  The  Duke  of  Efpernon  hu  Letter  to  the  French  King  : 
fennedhy  Balzac. 

Letter     XVIIL 

IUnderftand  by  the  Letter  it  pleafcd  your  Majcfty  to  do  mc  the  ho-  , 
nour  to  write  unto  mc.  that  upon  the  op'nion  wherewith  fomc  have 
polTclfcd  you  concerning  the  continuance  of  the  German  Wan ,  yoa 
judge  ic  expedient  ior  the  good  of  your  fevvice,  \  fhuuld  nor  (as  yet) 
leave  thibFrontire.  Whereunto  Sir,  I  can  givu  your  Majefly  no  other 
miA^er,  bur  that  having  at  all  cimes  gathered  out  of  your  commands, 
whar  my  duty  obliged  mc  unto,  and  having  never  propofcd  other  end 
to  my  ddions,  then  the  good  of  your  ftace^  I  fhould  be  careful!  of  ftray- 
ing  f:om  that  defign  in  an  occalion  wherein  I  might  imagine  your  fer- 
vice  depended  on  my  obedience.  But  at  rhisprcfcnc  (Sir)  the  tran- 
quility of  Fv^wcegrowcth  to  be  f'^  general,  your  affairs  fo  powerfully 
cftablifhed,  and  the  honour  of  your  Amitj  fo  precious  among  all  your 
neighbouring  Piinces ;  that  as  rheic  is  nothing  in  this  Kingdom  which 
doth  not  bend  under  your  Auchviriry.  fois  there  not  any  P/7?/<:c  abroad, 
who  doth  not  rcfpeft  your  power,<^  r  wh^  conferveth  not  himfelf  by  youc 
Juflicc.  And  as  concerning  the  ixouhXtioiBohemn.,  befides,  that  time 
hith  evaporated  the  fitft  heat  of  fpirics ,  and  that  they  begin  to  retire 
from  thofe  extremities  wherein  formerly  they  involved  themfclves : 
the  imagined  danger  is  To  far  removed  hence,  as  we  cannot  conceive 
the  leafl  apprehenfion,even  for  thofe  who  are  not  our  next  neighbours 
that  way.  It  is  certain  {Sir)  that  on  this  fide  the  Rhine  all  things 
fcem  ro  be  at  rtft  under  the  fhade  of  your  State,  and  the  -ncienr  Allies 
of  this  Crown  who  are  nearcft  any  danger*  expcil  the  end  of  War 
without  fearing  it  fhould  come  any  further  towards  them,  o;  chat  out 
of  all  this  noife  ,  there  will  arife  any  more  then  one  War.  Thefe  con* 
fiderations  then  do  no  way  oblige  me  to  flay  in  thefe  parrs ,  where 
things  are  in  fo  good  eftare,  as  they  may  well  nigh  fubfift  of  themfelves: 
bclidcs  the  refidencc  my  Son  of  FaUtU  (hall  make  there  in  my  abfencc. 

being 
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being  fnfficient  to  give  order  to  all  occurrenrs  concerning  the  good  of 
your  affairs.  I  aflure  my  felf  your  Majefty  will  be  fo  impartial  as  ro  be 
pleafed  to  rcfled  upon  the  necefliry  of  nty  particular  occafions,and  that 
fuffeiing  me  to  retire  my  felf  to  my  own  houfe,  you  will  at  Icaft  permic 
me  to  enjoy  a  favour,  ufually  intlided  on  othersasapunifhment.  I 
doubt  not  (S  )  ';uc  you  will  condifcend  to  the  defirc  I  have  tp  under- 
take this  voyage,  and  I  pre  fume  you  will  be  pleafed  to  confiHer  ,  that  I 
being  ingaged  in  two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  for  your  ftrvice  »  after 
the  light  of  your  royal  bounty  in  all  forts  of  hands,  it  were  liriall  rcafon 
(I  receiving  nothing)  fliould  ftill  in  this  place  (land  as  a  mcer  cypher 
for  the  honour  of  Vtanct  ^  or  that  I  ruine  my  felf  with  a  rich  fhew,  onely 
to  continue  (hangers  in  the  opinion  they  havt  of '  ht  magnificent  great- 
nefs  of  your  Crown.  Yet  (sir)  having  never  believed  I  could  fuflain 
any  great  detriment  by  the  lofs  of  a  thing  I  lo  flighrly  eftcem ,  as  I  do 
worldly  fubftance,  I  intend  not  in  this  place  to  complain  of  my  pover- 
ty:  But  (to  fpeak  truth  j  fmcc  all  my  words  and  anions  are  by  many 
iriif-iflterpreted  •,  and  that  having  affoardcd  my  durifull  attendance  to 
the  fervice  of  three  great  Kiwg^,  I  yet  finde  much  difficulty  ro  defend 
my  (o  long  a  loyalty  againfl  Calumny:  lam  with  much  forrowcon- 
flrained  to  fay,  that  if  I  flood  firm  in  my  duty,  even  when  difobedience 
was  crowned  wich  regards  y  and  have  maintained  your  Au:  hority,wheii 
by  fome  it  was  abufcd,  by  others  contemned:  It  is  no  fmalJ  injury  to 
me,  to  imagine  1  will  now  begin  to  fail  in  my  loyalty  at  this  age  where- 
in 1  am,  or  fuffer  my  felf  to  be  reproached  by  pofterity,  whereto  I  fludy 
to  annex  the  laft  anions  of  my  life.  But  I  fee  well  (Sir)  it  is  long 
Sjnce  the  hatred  Of  difhoncft  French-mm  hath  been  fatal  unto  me ,  and 
that  it  hath  been  born  with  me  infeparably.  From  the  firfl  hour  I 
appeared  in  the  World,  there  was  never  either  peace  or  truce  unvio« 
lated  to  my  prejudice  j  and  as  thongh  I  were  excepted  out  of  all  trea- 
ties, though  War  be  ended,  yet  that  made  againft  me  eudureth.  At 
this  prefent  (SiY)'\x.  fufficeth  not  I  perform  my  charge  without  omitting 
or  forgetting  any  thing  due  to  your  fervice  » or  that  the  innocencie  of 
myadions  be  generally  acknowledged  »  but  I  am  driven  to  thofc 
ftrcights,as  to  bcforcedtogive  account  of  my  very  thoughts,  there 
being  not  any  (my  felf  excepted)  from  whom  fatisfadion  is  required 
for  the  fault  he  hath  not  as  yet  committed.  If  we  lived  in  a  Countrey 
where  virtue  were  avoided,  as  not  concurrent  with  the  times,  or  ad- 
verfc  to  the  State,  and  where  a  great  reputation  were  more  dangerous 
then  an  inglorious  one,  1  ftiould  not  need  to  make  much  fearch  for  the 
caufeofmy  misfortunes:  hut  I  well  kno^'  the  conduft  you  ufe,  hath 
more  honourable  and  honeft  grounds,  and  that  your  Majefty  hath  no 
pretention  to  reign  with  more  affurance  then  the  ¥j.ng  your  Father  did 
before  you.    It  is  from  him  (Sir)  you  may  learn  how  you  arc  to  di- 

flinguifh 
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flinguifli  wounded  innocencic  from  wicked  impadencie  :  and  to  know 
it  is  ordinary  to  draw'honeft  men  into  fufpicion ,  thereby  to  make 
them unferviceablc.  In  following  his  example,  you  fhallfindeouc 
the  truth,  though  never  fo  clolcly  hidden,  or  what  fhadow  focver 
they  caft  over  the  fame  to  dlfguife  ir.  And  truety  (.Sir)  fmce  this 
great  Prince  in  bcftowing  your  Origin  upon  you,  hath  together  there- 
with conferred  his  moft  Royal  inclinations ,  I  will  never  believe ;  that 
to  follow  a  ftrangerpaflion,  you  will  lofe  rhofe  perfed:ions  fo  proper, 
and  natural  unro  you  i  or  that  for  me  alone  your  Majefly  hath  any 
other  fpirit  then  for  the  refl  of  men.  Truely  ,  if  when  you  were  not 
yet  at  your  own  liberty,  fuch  hath  been  the  natural  goodnefsof  your 
gracious  difpofition ,  as  you  have  at  all  timesrefifled  violent  counfels^ 
nor  have  ever  permitted  your  Authority  /hould  be  imployed  to  the 
fuine  of  your  fubjefts  :  there  is  fraall  appearance,  that  having  now  by 
publick  and  folcmnc  aft  obliged  your  fclf  to  reign  alone ,  and  your 
bounty  finding  not  any  obflacle  to  hinder  the  fame,  you  would  di/lurb 
the  old  age  of  one  of  your  beft  fcrvants,  or  deny  to  his  gray  hairJyjthat 
refl  naturerequires  at  your  hands,  I  ought  to  hope  (atleufl)  for  this 
recompcnce  for  my  long  and  fairhfuU  fervices ,  fince  your  Mjjeftie  may 
beftow  it  without  incommodateing  your  affairs  ,  and  befides,  I  having 
never  cypcfted  other  reward  of  worthy  aftions ,  then  the  onely  con- 
tentment to  have  performed  them,  I  fhall  hold  my  felf  fufficiently  hap- 
py, to  receive  from  my  confciencc  the  teftimonics,which  whileft  Hive 
it  will  affoard  me,  that  I  have  been,  really  am,  and  ever  will  to  the  end 
remain, 

Sir^  Tour  moil  bumble^  mn^'ohedmt^ 
ViovciMetn.oi  md mft faithfuUfitbjea  and 

Jan,  1619.  fervant,         .     '■ 

Efpernon. 

Another  Letter  to  the  French  King/ro/w  the  Duke  <?/Eiper- 
non,  fenned  hj  the  fame  Balzac. 

Letter     XIX. 
Str, 

HAving  long  attended  at  Meti,  the  occafions  not  to  be  unufefully 
there,  and  not  finding  any  thing  either  in  the  conduft  of  my  pre- 
fent  life,  or  in  the  memorie  of  my  fore-pafl'ed  time,  which  might  jurtJy 
cafl  me  into'a  worfe  condition  then  the  reft  of  your  fubjeds  :  V  have 
prefumed  that  the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom,  and  my  Births  prerogative 
might  permit  me  to  make  ufe  of  publick  liberty  ,  and  to  partake 
•f  that  pe«ce  you  have  purchafcd  to   the  reft  of  your  fubjefts. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefsy  {Sh)  youi  Majefties  will,  doth  lo  regulate  mine »  that 
I  had  not  removed,  had  not  the  caufc  of  my  ftay  there  ceafed  ,  and 
the  difficulties  of  the  hohemiar '^  ax  been  utterly  removed.  But  have- 
ing  had   pcrfeft  mrtliigcnce  by  thcrtlationsthe  Duke  of  Lovtfiw  hach 
fcccivcd  from  thole  parts,  that  the  affairs  there  begin  to  be  well  fct- 
Icd,  the  oven  uiethcf  cot  beginning  with  the  fufpcnfion  of  War  on 
both  fides  *,  I  could  not  imagine  the  good  of  your  fervice  did  any  way 
oblige  me  to  remain  longer  in  a  place  out  of  all  danger  in  time  of 
peace  ^    and  which  will  makegiod  ofc  ot  the  Empires  wcaknefs  if 
the  War  continue  :  confide  ring  likewife  that  if  there  be  any  part  of 
your  State  Icfs  found  then  the  reft ,  and  where  your  Authority  had 
need  with  more  then  ordinary  care  to  be  confcrved ,  it  is  queflionlefs 
in  tht  Province  whither  I  am  going,  which  bordering  upon  fuch  neigh- 
bours as  all  honeft  men  m^y  juftly  fulpcft  i  and  being  a  people  com- 
pofed  of  divers  par^s  ,  have  ac  ail  times  been  cirhcr  troubled ,  or 
threatncd  with  changes  :  yea,atthisprelcnr  (w/)  the  moft  common 
opinion  is,  that  the  affembly  nowholdcn  at  \oihel,   is  no  way  plea- 
fing  unto  you,  and  that  it  you  have  been  drawn  to  give  any  alTcent 
thereto ,  it  hath  rather  been  a  connivency  to  the  neceffiry  of  time, 
then  conformable  to  your  will.     Whereupon  (Sir^  if  your  Majefly 
pleafe  to  rcfitft  upon  the  miteries  of  your  State,  where  out  ar  leaft 
you  have  drawn  this  advantage ,  that  even  in  the  very  fprijig  of  your 
age,  you  have  attained  great  experience:  You  fhall  plainly  fee  that 
all  the  miferies  which  befell  your  Majefty  in  your  minority,  have  been 
begun  upon  the  like  occafions.     i  therefore  ufing  my  bcft  indeavours, 
if  the  intentions  of  thofe  of  T{ochel  be  good  ;  to   hinder  that  the 
CTcnts  be  not  evil*,  therein  1  hope  1  fhall  no  way  difobey  you  Majc- 
Aies commands;  Hut  do  rather  explain  them  according  to  the  true 
fenfe,  allowing  them  the  beft  inteipreiafion  ,  fmce  it  is  moft  profita^ 
ble  for  your  fervice.  Truely  (Sir)  no  man  is  ignojanr,that  as  the  confer- 
tation  of  your  Authority  is  the  principle  Law  of  your  State  :  (o  likrwife 
that rhe moft cKprefs  and  important  part  of  your  commands,  is  the 
good  of  your  affairs      This  being  undoubtedly  true ,  what  appear- 
ance is  there  ,  it  being  in  my  power  to  prcleive  the  affeftions  of  a  di- 
vided Province  in  due  obedience  to  your  Majcfty  and  to  pacific  by  my  - 
prefence  thofe  afFeftions  tafily  drawn  to  revoli ,  if  none  did  con6rm 
them  in  their  loyalty :  I  ftiould  (for  the  interrupting  fo  ncceflary  a 
voyage,)  propound  to  my  fclf  fofiiv-lousconfidcrationSjand  thofe  fo 
far  fetch t  as  the  Wdis  of  Bohemia.    Hive  not  in  an  age  (Sir)  where- 
in I  am  perniitttd  to  feed  my  felf  with  vanity  *,  but  I  do  not  withall 
fuppofc  y  our  Majefty  doth  ioflightly  cftecra  of  my  fervice,  as  not  to 
make  any  farther  ufe  of  mc,  fave  oncly  to  fee  the  packets  from  Cer' 
man^  fafcly  conveyed  i  nor  do  1  findc  my  felf  fo  yn-ufcfull^  as  to  be 

forced 
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forced  inflcad  of  better  imploymcnts  *,  onely  ro  let  you  know  what 
nt-wfc  is  ftirring,  and  to  give  you  an  account  of  ordinarie  rumours. 
I  muft  bumnily  bcfccch  your  Majtfty  ,  to  fuffrr  me  to  die  in  this  opi- 
nion I  h^v  of  my  fclf ,  and  to  allow  me  to  make  free  ufc  of  my  Ica- 
furc  9  ir  y<^u  pkale  not  to  impofc  more  honourable  imployments  opoa 
mt  for  your  kivicc  Howfocvcr  it  happen  ,  (Sir)  or  how  badly  (o- 
cvcr  I  be  inrreaud,  I  am  determined  to  continue  refolure  in  well- 
doing. And  youi  Majefty  may  be  moft  aflfured  ,  that  neither  7  wwr, 
which  affoordeth  occifions  to  rhe  mort  miferable  to  raife  their  for- 
tunes ,  nor  Place  ofr<rn  favouring  their  refentments,  nor  ticuffnj  which 
caufeth  their  aftior  s  f  'tent  juft  ;  fhall  ever  tranfporc  me  from  remaia- 
ing  with  the  lame  affcftion  I  ever  have  done  to  be 

From  Vom  dt  l^t  hij^  Sir,   Your  moll  humble,  mofl  oht^ 

the  7  •  of  Feb.  \  619,  dient  ^and  mo(l  fakhfuU 

Jubjc^  and  fctvant^ 

Efpcrnon. 

Another  Letter  from  the  Buke  of  Efpcrnon  to  the  French 
King,  penned  i?y  the  fame  Balzac. 

Letter     XX. 

IF  your  Majefty  have  mifconceived  mine  intentions  before  you  were 
clearly  informed  of  them  j  I  am  perfwadcd,  I  have  at  this  prcfenc  ia 
fuch  fort  juftificd  the  fame  by  my  proceedings,  as  there  is  no  further 
need  to  defend  them  by  my  words.  Truely ,  1  may  juft ly  fay,  that  the 
Conduft  I  have  ufcd,  hath  been  fuch :  the  Q^een  your  Mother ,  having 
done  me  the  honour  to  make  ufc  of  my  fcrvicc  in  a  bufinefs,fhe  deemed 
much  to  import  the  good  of  your  State  >  as  not  making  ulc  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  might  arife  by  caufing  mifchicf  to  continue ,  or  by 
giving  way  to  fuch  defigns^  the  event  whereof  would  have  lufficiently 
commended  the  rcfolucion ,  had  they  not  been  difadvantagious  unto 
you:  I  have  contented  my  fclf  to  teflifie  to  all  F/-«wcr,that  I  had  re* 
fpc<Jt  to  your  Authority  even  in  the  hands  of  mine  enemies :  whereby 
{^sir)  1  rruft  I  have  caufed  my  anions  to  appear  fo  pure  and  unfpotted 
before  your  Majeflie ,  that  you  remain  fully  fatisfied  *,  nor  will  you  I 
hope  judge  I  have  erred,  in  following  a  caufe  I  might  probably  fup- 

Eofe  could  not  be  well  feparated  from  yours.     Now  therefore  fmce  it 
ath  pleafed  your  Majeflie  to  fupply  what  feemed  deficient  in  the  fcli- 
citicof  your  Reign,  and  to  fettle  peace  in  your  State:  All  your  true 

fub' 
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fubjefts  (5??)  are  by  fo  much  rhe  more  obliged  to  rely  on  yoUr  Royah 
word  ;  in  that  it  is  the  Rock  whereon  all  chii(imdom  rcfts  confident: 
And  the  fame  having  been  given  to  the  Uuecn  your  Mother ,  bcfides 
your  obligation  thereto  by  God  and  Nature ,  your  very  reputation 
confirmeth  rhe  fame  unco  her  upon  this  facrcd  and  inviolable  af- 
furance ,  after  having  dedicated  my  fenfibilitics  and  intcrcfts  to  pu- 
blick  peace  ,  and  taken  your  Majefties  memorie  as  witnels,  that  I 
have  at  all  times  ferved  you  faithfully  ,  though  it  hath  not  aUays  been 
by  ordinarie  and  common  ways  j  I  afl'ure  my  fcif  you  vvjjl  be  ple^fed 
to  permit  me  hence  forward  to  pafs  the  refl  of  my  days  in  peace  ?  and 
now  at  length  to  leave  me  in  the  Haven  whereinto  1  have  been  caft  by. 
fo  many  violent  Tempefts.  Sir^  I  have  but  a  fhort  time  to  ftay  in  this 
World,  and  furely  I  fhould  fuppofe  my  life  over-long,  could  I  finde 
my  felf  culpable  of  onefingle  cogitation  repugnant  to  the  Allegiance 
I  owe  to  your  Majcftie  :  I  therefore  moft  humbly  bcfeech  you  (^Sir')  - 
to  be  pleafcd  to  confider,  that  I  dcfiring  no  other  thing  of  you,  but  | 
either  fome  fmatt  repofe  after  my  great  pains ,  or  an  honourable  death 
in  your  fcrvice :  I  can  no  way  herein  allot  more  moderate  limits  to  my 
ambition ,  nor  wifh  a  more  innocent  end  to  my  old  age :  Howfoever,  I 
fhall  efteem  it  right  happy  ,  may  I  end  it  in  this  fort  j  and  if  jn  loofing  ) 
it^  I  conferve  the  qualitie  T  have  ever  hitherto  inviolably  kept  of*-  < 
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To  my  Lord  the  Duke  de  la.  Valete ;  from  Mounfienr 
De    B  A  L  Z  A  e. 

Letter    I. 

N  acquittance  of  my  promife  when  I  parted  from  MetSy 
I  am  to  let  your  Lordfliip  know,  we  are  at  this  inflanc 
beyond  ten  Rivers,  and  now  all  things  have  been  pro- 
pitious to  my  Lord  your  Fathers  voyage.  To  be  diffi- 
dent the  condufion  will  noccorrefpond  to  thcfe  fair  be- 
ginnings :  were  either  to  make  doubt  of  Gods  provi- 
dence, or  to  diftruft  his  grace  j  but  it  hath  pleafed  his  Divine  MajeSiy  ac 
all  times  to  take  fo  particular  care  for  the  confcrvation  of  your  Familie, 
that  he  will  as  foon  permit  his  Altars  and  images  to  be  irreverently  in- 
treated  J  as  perfons,  who  are  fo  high  in  his  favour  as  all  of  you  are.  How- 
foevcr  it  happen  (my  Lord)  if  none  but  the  profperous  can  lofe  by 
alterations  •,  you  will,  I  hope,  confefs  no  fach  change  can  any  way  hap- 
pen ,  whcreout  wc  fhall  not  draw  fome  advantage  j  and  what  interpreta- 
tions focver  they  give  to  my  Lord  your  Fathers  intentions ,  yet  will  all 
honefl  men  judge  favourably  thereof,  nor  will  any  man  apprehend  fail- 
ing after  fo  eminent  an  example.  All  France  attends  his  refolution  to 
be  rightly  informed  in  the  truth  of  the  J^i»^j  affairs,  and  all  men  know 
he  is  of  fuch  confideration  inthisState^  as  his  leaft  difcontentments 
are  to  be  reckoned  among  publick  miferies.  I  will  perfwade  my  fclf 
they  will  not  proceed  to  any  extreamity ,  and  that  there  is  not  impu- 
dcncY  enough  in  our  Enemies  to  iranfport  them  to  fo  dangerous  coun- 
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fcls.  If  the  worft  conjcr  yet  muft  this  voyage  neceffarily  produce  tfie 
one  of  .tvk'o  things,  equally  neccffary  in  a  troublefomc  time,  War,  or' 
lAhBtjr  I  am  not  fo  clear  fighced  in  future  events,  as  to  anfwer  for 
what  fhall  happen  i  yet  fince  the  order  of  feafons  are  framed  to  facili*  ; 
tatc  our  palTage,  and  that  all  things  have  changed  more  fuccesfijlly  un- 
to us  then  we  prefumed  to  defirc  j  there  is  fmall  appearance  that  Hea- 
ven will  declare  it  felf  in  favour  of  the  Icfs  fupportabl^caufe.  But  that 
which  doth  the  rather  fortifie  my  confidence,  is  the  vigorous  cftate 
wherein  I  finde  my  Lord  your  Father ,  he  hath  no  (hew  of  old  age, 
fave  oncly  experience  and  Authority.  Thelate  Liguc^  the  Rebels,  the 
Sword,  nor  poyfon  have  not  been  of  power  to  kill  him  ,  nor  was  there 
ever  man  fo  awfuU  in  his  advcrfe  fortune.  As  for  you  (my  Lord)  who 
are  the  objeft  of  his  hopes  and  fcar$s  and  who  are  to  perform  one  of  the 
principal  parts  in  his  defigncd  adion  :  remember  you  have 
the  command  of  a  place  which  hath  been  the  difhonour  of  .  JJj**  ^'^  */ 
CharLs  the  fifth,  and  which  afbardeth  Vrance  a  revenge  for  *"' 
all  the  affronts  he  oflfered  thereto.  He  who  defended  it  againft  him 
had  no  more  then  two  arms  as  you  have »  and  one  fingle  life,  nor  was 
he  made  of  any  other  matter  then  other  men  are.  It  is  true,he  fought 
by  the  Kings  fuccours ,  but  it  fufficcth  you  fight  for  his  fervice,  and  that 
all  men  know  you  are  refolved  not  to  furvive  your  fortunes.  Were  you 
born  to  perform  ordinarie  aftions,  Ifhouldhold  itfittofpeak  unto 
you  in  another  ft  rain ;  but  fince  you  purpofe  not  to  excrcife  any  idle 
dignity  in  this  World,  nor  are  at  this  prefent  in  cafe  to  make  ufe  of  the 
hands  of  "a  great  Army,  or  expeft  reputation  in  your  bed ;  fpeak  as 
highasyoupleafe,  provided  you  aft  accordingly ;  and  that  out  of 
your  particular  forces  (fince  thofe  of  the  State  fail  you^  you  make 
good  unto  the  Kjvg  ,  the  laft  conqueft  of  his  Anceflors.  One  oncly 
worthy  man  hath  heretofore  been  the  whole  Rcpublick  of  T{ome ,  and 
hath  refifled  the  fury  of  a  viftorious  Army.  So  chough  there  were  no 
more  true  Frcnc.h-men ,  but  my  Lord  your  Father ,  your  felf,  and  my 
Lords  your  brothers^  I  could  no  way  difpair  of  publick  affairs  ,  nor  of 
the  furtune  of  tliis  Kingdom.  My  Lord  ,  I  am  fo  weary  ,  that  I  am 
forced  to  defer  the  continuation  of  this  difcourfe  till  another  time ,  and 
to  reft  a  while  to  make  a  more  ample  relation.  I  will  content  my  felf 
for  the  prefent,  to  pafs  my  promife  unto  you  of  that  Hiftory,  the  fub- 
left  whereof  I  require  at  your  hands,  anjd  taalTure  you  it  is  irapoffiblc 
tobemorethenl  am 
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To  the  Signiour  o/Pleffis,  Govemour  o/ToUcmount, 
from  Balzac. 

Letter     II- 

Since  it  appears  you  have  a  will  to  tofe  every  hour  what  you  can  in 
cruth  fpend  but  oncc,and  that  you  fo  (lightly  cfteem  your  life ,  as 
though  it  were  another  mans',me  thinks  the  War  hath  dealt  very  kindc- 
ly  with  you,  in  being  contented  to  leave  you  half  a  face  ,  and  that  you 
may  well  account  what  is  left,  as  gotten  goods.  The  Duke  de  Mayne^ 
and  the  reft  were  not  quit  at  fo  eafie  a  rate  :  and  it  hath  picafed  God  to 
fhew  examples  in  this  kinde  ,  to  make  it  appear  that  he  approveth  not 
vanity ',  nor  that  he  ncedeththeadvifeof  men  for  the  defence  of  his 
own  and  his  Churches  caufe.  Trudy  ,  if  thefe  men  had  pra^ifed  with 
the  enemy,  they  could  not  have  been  more  confident ;  nor  have  gone 
more  naked  to  War,  had  they  fought;.againfl  women :  And  in  truth  I 
am  fo  far  from  praifmg  their  defperate  courfcs,  as  I  do  not  fo  much  as 
pardon  them  their  deaths ;  and  if  my  opinion  had  palled,  1  fhould  have 
thought  it  fit  to  have  accufed  them  as  culpable  of  their  own  deaths,and 
as  fudi  who  had  committed  the  greatefl  Parricides.  It  becomes  me  ill 
in  this  place  to  prefer ibe  rules  to  myMafler^  for  fhould  I  attempt  to 
teach  your  courage  how  far  it  fhould  extend  itfelf ,  I  might  feem  co  do 
nolefsthenprefcribeLaws  to  what  is  illimitable.  Yet  be  pleafed  (I 
pray  you)  to  be  informed ,  that  valour  is  fo  tender  and  delicate  a  vir- 
tue, that  if  it  be  not  fometimes  well  fhielded  and  concerved  by  fome 
others,  it  bccometh  more  hurtfull  to  him  who  hath  it ,  then  healthful! 
fsr  the  State  ,  often  endamaged  by  it,  or  to  the  Prince  whomaketh 
ufe  thereof.  And  furely  without  the  alfiftance  of  rcafon ,  which  ought 
to  be  its  Governnefs ,  and  Prudence  as  a  guide  unto  it :  there  is  not  any 
paffion  more  blinde ,  nor  which  doth  kfs  differ  from  the  fury  of  beafls, 
and  the  bruitifh  ferocity  of  Barbarians: The  latter  of  thefe  think  ic 
cowardife  to  quit  the  place,  though  the  breach  of  a  River  rowl  upon 
them  ;  or  not  to  ftand  firm  though  they  fee  a  houfe  falling  on  their 
heads.  But  thefe  wretches,  and  we,  have  not  the  fame  pretentions*,  for 
as  they  propound  tothemfclves,  onely  to  kill,  and  to  die,  fo  fliould  wc 
onely  aim  atvi^ory,  and  neglcft  therefl ;  otherwifc  to  what  end  is  the 
knowledge  of  virtue  unto  us,  and  of  the  limits  which  boundeth  it,  or 
to  be  born  under  a  more  happy  Climate,  then  that  of  Polonia  and  Mu- 
fcovia. :  if  we  draw  no  advantage  either  from  the  excellency  of  our  in* 
flitutions,or  extra^ions  ^  I  do  not  at  all  wonder,  why  there  are  men 
who  prefer  death  before  indigence,  and  who  not  finding  any  content- 
ment in  their  own  Countries ,  are  well  pleafed  to  pafs  beyond  the 
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Ice  of  their  natural  air,as  willing  to  forgo  the  infelicity  of  their  fortunes. 
But  a  man  of  worth,  who  at  all  hours  injoyethboth  perfcft  and  pure 
contents,  and  who  hath  a  great  fliare  of  this  ages  virtue  to  lofe,is  a  Ttai- 
tour  to  the  Publickjand  a  Tyrant  to  himfelf ,  if  he  forfake  all  this  for  a 
meet  fancy,  and  deprive  the  World  thereof,onely  for  a  flafh  of  Fame 
and  vain  Glory.  You  know  this  bettf  r  then  I  can  tell  it  you,and  if  you 
fuppofe  the  Phylofophy  you  have  heretofore  fo  highly  efteemed,  be  yet 
wife  enough  to  inftruft  you  ,  fhe  will  tell  you  that  Life  is  the  ground- 
work of  all  other  good  that  can  here  befall  us  \  fwce  by  means  thereof 
one  may  recover  Kingdoms,though  utterly  lofl,  and  remain  Viftor,  after 
having  been  defeated  in  four  battails.  There  is  no  queftion  but  a  dead 
Lion  is  Icfs  worth  than  a  living  Dog  ,or  that  the  moft  part  of  thofe 
Princes  of  whom  there  hath  been  fo  much  fpeecli,  &  thofe  valiant  Ca- 
ptains with  whofe  Heroick  afts  fo  many  Hiftories  are  ftored,  would  not 
willingly  change  their  Laurels  for  our  lives.  Rejoyce  therefore  (good 
Sir)  together  with  Nature :  in  that  you  are  as  yet  in  the  number  of  men* 
and  comfort  your  felf  with  Hanibat^  and  the  Father  of  Alexander  the 
great,  for  the  lofs  you  have  received  :  whatfoever  you  can  fay,  you  have 
yet  fight  enough  to  caufe  you  to  turn  love-fick,  and  to  contemplate  the 
beauties  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  But  fuppofe  you  were  wholy  blinde, 
yet  is  it  true,  that  the  Night  hath  its  pleafures  as  well  as  the  Day  ^  yea, 
and  fuch  as  you  beft  love. 
Thti^.oi  Decemb.  1622.  Toitrs,  Eal  2  Ac, 


Another  Letter  to  Hidafp  from  B  a  l  z  a  c. 

Letter     III. 

MY  dear  Hidafp,  thou  canfl  not  imagine  the  content  I  take  in  thy 
Letter,  and  in  the  good  news  it  brings  me,  it  is  the  onely  way  to 
caufe  me  to  contradift  my  felf,  when  I  account  my  eftate  mifc- 
rable ,  fince  1  hear  thou  art  in  healcb,  and  lovtft  me.  Were  I  not  con- 
fident thereof,  I  fhould  the  next  day  drink  poy  Ton  ',  or  if  not  valiant 
enough  to  attempt  fo  hardy  an  enrerprife ,  i  fhould  die  with  forrow. 
Thou  art  (then)  as  neceffary  for  my  living  as  life  it  felf  i  fo  as  if  thou 
defirefl  my  eftate,  thou  needeft  not  for  that  any  other  means,  than  to 
deprive  me  of  thy  good  opinion  :  But  truely  I  never  had  the  leaft  ap- 
prehenfion  of  fuch  a  lofs,  and  I  aflure  my  felf  if  I  were  dead ,  thou 
(houldeft  be  double  as  rich  as  thou  defireft  to  be.  I  have  long  fince 
been  alTured,  thy  thoughts  are  not  inthralled  to  the  earth,  or  that  thy 
paffions  onely  exceed  thofe  of  the  vulgar.  Let  me  intrcat  thee  to 
cherilh  them,my  dear  Hydajp  j  and  though  I  be  continually  fad ,  and  at 
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all  times  ill  aflPcfted  in  my  health  j  yet  remember  that  the  very  ravings 
ofmy  F^<7i^f y  are  fome times  more  prizeable  then  Vhylofophjcal  Medi- 
tations •,  and  we  fee  beautiful!  faces  often  weep  fo  gracefully^thac  fome 
have  been  enamoured  of  their  tears    1  have  fully  acquainted  thee  with 
our  ©ccurrcnts  here,  by  mylafl  Lc«m,nor  will  1  let  any  opportunity 
pafs  without  giving  my  felf  the  content  of  difcourfing  with  thee  in  that 
kindc  y  binde  me  fomuch  unto  thee,  as  to  do  the  like  on  thy  part :  But 
if  thy  Letters  be  fo  fliort,as  ufually  they  are,l  will  now  betimes  tell  thee, 
I  will  read  them  fo  often ,  as  they  fhall  become  long  enough  in  Ipite  of 
thee.     I  know  well  how  in  the  place  where  thou  art ,  thou  oughtcft 
notlofe  any  minute  of  time  ,  fince  opportunities  laft  no  longer-,  and  rc- 
folvethyfelftotake  a  thoufand  unprofitable  journeys  to  t..y  Lords 
Chamber,  before  thou  makeft  one  topurpofe.     Great  men  ufe  not  ro 
keepRegiftersof  the  abfenr,  nor  remembrancers  of  them  they  u.ually 
forget :  but  rather  to  the  contrarie  ',  they  imagining  there  is  no  other 
thing  on  earth  but  themfelves,  and  what  concerns  them  ".(provided, 
thcyfinde  any  who  look  like  men)  they  never  trouble  themfelves  to 
enquire  for  others  ,  fince  with  them  afTiduity  often  works  more  than 
fcrviccj  yea,  and  thofe whom  they  would  not  zffcft  formerif,  they  will 
love  by  cuftom :  It  is  therefore  necelVary  you  be  flill  in  fight,  and  al- 
ways at  hand  for  the  entertainment  of  F<7rf////r:  Ic  isa  tradition  the  fub- 
tle  Gafcoyns  at  their  deaths  leave  to  their  Children:  and  trudy  as  choice 
alTumeth  Arms  out  of  whatfoever  it  encounters  \  fo  is  it  true ,  that  oc- 
cafion  takcth  hold  of  all  fuch  as  prcfent  themfelves.  We  ought  to  con- 
traft  Tpciied  love  with  honeft  men,  but  yet  not  to  be  at  odds  with 
others.     Poifons  themfelves  are  necelVary  in  fome  cafes ;  and  fince  we 
are  forced  to  live  among  favage  creatures  ,  we  had  need  have  the  in- 
duflry  cither  to  familiarife,  or  force  them.     I  advife  thee  not  ro  look 
before  thee,  behinde  thee,  and  on  every  fide  when  thou  fpeaktfi;  or  to 
be  in  fo  great  fear  to  be  taken  at  thy  word  ,  as  thou  darcft  noc  tell  what 
a  clock  it  is  if  one  afksthee.    Thou  fhalt  gain  much  by  being  filenr, 
the  dumbfliall  at  all  times  therein  exceed  thee:  For  my  part,  I  never 
make  queflion  of  fpeaking,  when  1  have  any  thing  in  my  head  better 
than  filence.    I  do  not  hereby  mean  that  we  ought  to  difcover  our 
intentions  by  our  looks,  or  that  our  intetiour  conceptions  appear  out- 
wardly with  alltheirpaflrions,namely,  of  fear,  hatred,  or  diftemper. 
This  were  to  betray  our  felves,  and  to  give  ill  examples  to  others.   But 
herein  you  are  to  make  ele<Sion  of  place,  and  perfons,  and  not  wilfully 
to  deprive  thy  felf  of  the  moflpleafing  fruit  of  mans  life,  there  being 
not  any,  in  whofe  breaft  we  may  fecurcly  depofite  cither  our  griefs ,  or 
joys.     Bcfides,  I  would  not  have  thee  of  that  Spaniards  humour,  who 
ttok  for  his  device  Que  fi  que  no  *,  bur  confider  with  thy  felf  that  rcafon 
is  a  facrcd  thing,  whereto  thou  art  to  yield ,  where  ever  it  appears.    I 
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Cljnfefs  that  moft  things  arc  involved  in  uncertainties ,  and  that  humane 
fciences  have  very  (lender  and  uncertain  foundations  \  yet  are  there 
fomc  truths  fo  perfpicuous,  and  fo  abfolutely  received  into  the  Worlds 
approbation,  as  it  were  no  lefsthcn  to  lack  common  fenfc,  to  pall  thetn 
Into  qucftion  ,  for  he  who  fhould  fay,  my  Lord  the  Gonftable  cCEfdi- 
gtdersyvetc  not  valiant,  or  my  Lord  the  Cardinal  of  7(ickto»  were  not 
a  man  of  able  parts :  doubtlefs  all  men  would  wonder  at  him,  as  at  one 
who  fought  to  introduce  ferae  new  Seft,  or  indeavour  to  overthrow  the 
fundament  alL^n^i  of  the  Kingdom.  Nay,  1  tell  you  yet  more;  you 
arc  pyoufly  to  believe  divers  fors  to  be  fufficient  men ,  fincc  the  World 
will  have  ic  fo ;  and  that  K.ings  are  not  the  onely  men  who  dcfire  com- 
plafencic  j  fincc  if  wc  mean  to  live  among  others,  we  mufl  fomctimcs 
neceffarily  flatter ,  and  frame  our  felves  to  their  opinions.  Let  us  then 
follow  the  judgement  of  the  wife,  and  the  cuftomes  of  the  vulgar  >  let 
us  keep  our  rhoughcs  to  our  fclvcs ,  and  allow  them  our  aftions  and  out- 
fides.  As  I  have  advifcd  thee  not  to  be  over  filent,  fo  would  I  not  have 
thee  over  talkative,nor  to  weary  anyone  with  thy  difcourfeof  ^o«m- 
tanban^  or  the  exploits  thou  haft  there  fecn  performed.  J  alTure  thee 
to  avoid  the  company  of  thefcboaftmg  companions  j  I  would  take 
port,  go  to  Sea,  or  fly  to  the  Worlds  end.  They  feem  to  me  to  have 
gotten  a  patent  for  pratcing,  and  that  it  were  no  lefs  then  to  take  their 
purfc,  if  one  fhould  offer  to  fpcak  a  word  in  their  prefencc  :  But  above 
all,  it  is  very  death  to  me,whcn  thefe  fellows  come  frefh  out  oi  Holland, 
or  when  they  begin  to  ftudy  the  Matbematicks,  From  MtUan  to  SiemA 
I  was  haunted  with  one  of  thefe  Chapmen  j  whofe  company  I  fhall  fo 
long  as  1  have  life,  reckon  among  my  greateft  misfortunes.  He  would 
needs  reform  all  the  fortifications  of  thofe  flrong  places  we  paffed  bys 
he  trodc  on  no  earth  at  which  he  carped  not ,  nor  travailed  over  any 
Mountain, on  which  he  had  not  fomc  defign  j  he  fet  upon  all  the  Citties 
in  the  Dukedom  of  Florence  -,  he  defired  onely  a  certain  fhort  prefixed 
time,  to  take  in  all  the  States  of  Medenay  Parma^  and  Urbin  :  yea,  I  had 
much  ado  to  draw  him  from  cafling  his  defigns  upon  the  lands  of  the 
Church,  and  S.  Peters  Patrimony.  Thefe  be  difeafes  the  roots  whereof 
are  not  to  be  cut  up  ,  without  taking  away  the  tongue  withall :  Nay ,  I 
fear  when  all  this  is  done,  there  will  be*  yet  need  to  pafs  further  into 
the  cure,  and  to  ufe  means  to  bereave  them  of  voyce ,  for  the  general 
good  of  fuch  as  can  hear.  There  is  yet  another  fore  of  importunate 
people,  whofe  number  doth  fo  multiply  in  France^  it  is  almoft  arrived 
to  an  infinity:  Thefe  have  not  one  half  hours  interrainment  for  thee, 
wi  chout  telling  thee  the  l^lng^  is  raifing  puiflTant  forces  ^  how  fuch  a  one 
is  out  of  credit  with  his  fadion  *,  another  is  a  great  fearcher  into  ,  and 
mcdler  in  State- matters ,  and  how  a  third  diveth  into  all  the  intricacies 
of  Court-  bufmcflfes.    If  you  can  have  the  patience  to  bear  them  yer  a 

while 
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while  longer,  you  fhall  ftrair  underftand  how  the  Prcfidcnt  Jannin  was 
the  man  who  had  the  trueft  intentions  of  all  the  Miniftcrs  of  Ju(iice : 
That  it  is  expedient  to  fhewa  Mafter-piece  of  State^to  give  reputation 
to  the  pfefcnt  o^irrenc  of  affairs:  That  the  t^ingi  Authority  wa§  intc- 
refted  in  this  aflion  :  and  that  thofe  who  fought  to  cry  down  the  prefent 
gorernment,  rather  aimed  at  their  particular  adrantages,  then  rcdtefsof 
difordcrs.    See  here  the  ftile  wherewith  they  perfccure  me  even  ro  my 
poor  Village,  and  which  is  a  caufe  I  loath  State,  and  pablftk  affairs. 
Tir»not  therefore  my  ears  at  thine  arrival,  left  you  turn  mine  adverfary 
with  intention  to  alTault  me  with  thefe  huge  words.     If  you  know  not 
that  thefe  follies  have  not  always  the  fame  arpe(S,  and  that  there  are  as 
well  ferious  follies,  as  flight  ones,  1  would  admonifh  thee  in  this  pbce : 
Now  though  a  man  at  twenty  can  have  no  great  experience  of  the 
World,  yet  have  you  a  fufficient  clear  judgement  to  keep  your  felf  from 
being  deluded,  by  the  appearance  of  good,  or  by  the  outward  luflcr  of 
evil.     I  had  need  of  more  time  then  the  bearer  allows  me,  and  of  more 
words  then  a  Letter  is  capeablc  of ,  fufficiently  toinflruft  thee  what 
thou  ou>,lircft  to  do,  and  what  to  avoid',  or  to  learn  thee  a  Science 
wherem  my  felf  do  ftudy  in  teaching  thee.     I  will  therefore  onely  fay, 
fince  I  am  haftned  to  make  an  end ,  that  before  all  other  things  thou 
art  to  offer  thy  whole  will  to  God,  if  thou  beefl  not  able  to  give  the 
reft  9  and  ro  have  (at  leaft)  good  defigns,  if  it  be  not  as  yet  in  thy  power 
to  do  any  good  deeds.     I  well  know  it  is  no  flender  tafk,  to  undertake 
to  guard  our  felves  from  evil,  where  inticcments  are  extraordinary , and 
the  danger  extream,  and  where  (thou  wilt  tell  me)  that  if  God  will 
hinder  thee  from  loving  beauty  ,  he  had  need  make  thee  blinde.    I 
having  no  pleafmg  anf^cr  to  make  thee  hereto  my  dear  Hydajpc^  I  re- 
fer thee  to  thy  €onfe(for :  intreating  thee  to  confider ,  how  if  the  Kjng 
in  the  flower  of  his  age  wherein  we  fee  him,  and  in  the  midfl  of  an  in- 
finity of  objects  offering  themfelves  to  give  him  content ,  is  yet  iiot- 
withflanding  fo  firm  in  the  rcfolution  to  virtue,  that  he  as  cafily  fur- 
mounteth  all  voluptuous  irregularities,  as  he  doth  his  mofl  violent  re- 
bels, and  is  not  any  way  acquainted  with  forbidden  pleafures ,  nor  doth 
glut  himfelf  even  with  lawfull  ones :  If  as  I  fay,  this  truth  be  generally 
avowed  ,  1  befeech  thee  tell  me  why  continency  may  not  be  placed 
among  things  pofiible  ?  But  I  much  fear,  there  is  no  means  to  gain  this 
for  granted  at  thy  hands  ^  fmce  thou  believefl  as  others  do,  that  to  bt 
chafie,  were  no  lefs  then  to  ufucp  upon  the  poflcflion  of  married  wives. 
Yet  at  the  leafl  Hyf/4j^^  if  this  body  of  thine,  being  of  fufficient  ability 
to  fend  Collonics  into  each  corner  of  the  Wor  ld,and  to  people  the  moft 
defart  places,  willneedsbe  imployed,  I  intreat  thee  to  flay  there, 
without  being  tranfported  with  the  debauches  of  the  mourh  ,  which 
have  no  other  limits  then  the  lofs  of  rcafon,  and  ruine  of  health.    I 
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fhouldbeinutter  dcfpairwcreittoldmc,  that  my  brother  drinks  as*. 
much  as  though  he  were  in  a  continual  Feaver ,  and  were  as  great-  a 
purvey er  for  his  panch,  as  if  he  were  to  enter  into  a  befieged  Citty.     I 
confcfsthy  inclination  doth  of  it  felf  fufficiently  divert  thee  from  thefe 
Germain  virtues,  and  that  thou  art  not  much  Icfs  fobcr  than  my  felf, 
who  have  pafled  over  three  years  without  fuppers,  and  who  would  wil- 
lingly feed  onely  upon Fennill  and  pick-tooths,ifl  thought  I  could 
thereby  recover  health.  Yet  truely  this  doth  not  hinder  me  from  havc- 
ingfomeapprehenfion  ,when  I  confider  how  the  examples  of  greac 
ones  doth  often  give  Aothorsty  to  vice :  and  that  to  keep  our  felves  up- 
right in  the  midft  of  corruption,  is  not  an  effcft  of  the  ordinary  force 
of  men :  Confider  then  once  again  (Hyda/p)  that  we  arc  powerfully  to 
refift  terr.ptations.    Have  an  eye  to  the  intereft  thou  haft  to  contain 
thy  felf  within  the  linaits  of  an  orderly  life  ;  and  be  well  advifed ,  whe- 
ther thou  couldft  be  contented  to  be  of  the  proportion  of  thofe  good 
fellows,  whofe  fpirits  ate  choaked  in  their  own  greafc,  and  who  become 
fuch  comely  creatures ,  that  if  their  bodies  were  pierced,  there  would 
nothing  pafs  forth  of  their  wounds  but  wine  and  Porridge.     Befidei, 
making  profeffion  as  thou  doft,to  be  a  man  of  thy  word,be  not  oflfeiided 
if  I  fummon  thee  to  obferve  what  thou  haft  promifed  mc :  or  that  I 
freely  tell  tbce,  that  if  thou  fallcft  again  to  the  old  game,  I  fhall  have 
fmallfubjeft  to  afture  my  felf  of  thy  fidelity  in  other  thy  former  pro- 
mifcs.   Wert  thou  the  Kjng  of  the  rndics,  or  thy  life  endlefs^I  would  not 
forbid  thee  this  cxcrcifej  butfince  we  have  fcarce  leafurc  enough  in 
this  World  to  attain  virtue,  nor  over  great  pofTtfTions  to  fecure  us  from 
poverty  •,  believe  me  Hjdafp,\t  is  very  dangerous  tofuffcrfhip-wrackon 
fhoari  andbefides,theexpcnce  of  money,  (which  we  efteem  as  dear 
unto  us  as  life)  to  lofe  our  fences  like  wife,  and  our  time,  the  laft  where- 
of is  irrecoverable,  is  both  fhamefuU and  finfuU.  Having  here  admor 
nifked  thee  well  near,  though  confufedly  and  fcatteredly  of  thofe  things 
thou  oughteft  to  flte,1t  were  requifite  1  fliould  likewife  advife  thee  of 
what  were  fit  for  thee  tofoHow,  and  to  caufe  if  I  could,  good  Jaws  to 
arife  ou:  of  evil  manners.  •  But  it  is  fie  to  take  time  to  deliberate  upon  a 
matter  of  fuch  importancei  and  truely  to  fpeak  herein  to  purpofe  ,  all 
the  wit  I  have,)oyned  with  that  of  others ,  were  no  more  than  fuffi- 
cient. 

The  I.  oifar?.  1^24.  •       rom,     BALZAC. 
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To  Hydafp  from  Balzac. 

Letter     IV- 
Y  dear  Hidafp,  if  God  had  conferred  a  Kingdom  upon  mc ,  with 
Ik^'condition  not  to  have  me  fleep  more  than  I  do :  I  fhould  prove 
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the  moft  vigilant  Prince  living  ,  nor  fhould  I  need  either  Guards ,  or 
Sentinels  about  my  perfon.  Surely  there  is  not  any  (my  felf  excepted) 
for  whom  night  was  not  made,  fince  when  the  windes  are  calm,  and  all 
nature  quiet,  I  alone  watch  with  the  Stars.  But  I  much  fear  left  God 
will  not  be  fatisfied  herewith,  fi«ce  I  fore-fee  fo  many  mifcries  ready 
totowluponme,  as  I  have  no  fmall  apprchenfion  to  become  more 
wretched  to  morrow  ,than  I  am  at  this  prefent.  The  onely  counte- 
nance of  Hydafp  wouM  refrcfh  me,  and  caufe  my  pain  to  be  in  fome. 
fort  pleafing.  But  fmce  there  are  now  at  leaft  a  dozen  great  Cities, 
and  a  hundred  leagues  of  Snow  between  us,  i  have  much  ado  to  for- 
bcir  dying,  and  to  fuppoit  my  felf  upon  my  weakeft  part.  Yet  ray 
meaning  is  not  to  have  thee  return  hither  j  for  (were  it  poflible  for  me^ 
I  had  much  rather  corae  to  thee, and  continually  to  gaze  on  that  face 
whereof  1  have  drawn  io  many  fair  poutraifts.  It  is  true ,  there  are  few 
men  living,  whofe  love  wc  fhould  prefer  before  liberty.  But  allure  thy 
felf  thy  Mafter  is  of  thole  *,  be  not  therefore  more  proud  then  Henry 
the  third ,  who  firft  obeyed  him.  For  my  part,  though  I  be  natural- 
ly refraftory,  yet  have  I  ever  had  a  fpecial  inclination  tohislervice^ 
yea,  when  all  things  went  crofs  with  him,  and  that  his  beft  friends  for- 
fook  him,  I  took  pleafure  in  peiifhing, on  purpofe  to  afFoard  hira  fomc 
confolation  in  his  calamities.  Many  dcfue  a  dependency  on  him  ouc 
of  their  particular  ends,  but  me  thinks  we  fhould  have  more  noble 
dcfigns,  fmcc  his  onely  virtue  deferveth  to  be  followed,  and  to  caufe  a 
prefs  wherefoever  it  paffeth.  In  truth,  the  fervice  we  yield  to  fo  great 
a  perfon,ought  to  hold  the  rank  of  the  chief  recompenr es  we  are  to  cx- 
pcft  *,  yet  after  this,  there  followeth  another  feldoro  failing  any  of  good 
parts',  yea,  or  thofe  who  have  but  patience.  If  thou  beefl  of  the  one, 
or  other  fort  of  fuch  men,  remember  this  maxime  j  and  do  not  as  thofe 
honeft  perfons,  who  think  they  do  good  fervice  to  the  State, when  they 
betray  their  Maflers-  Beafts  themfelves  are  capeable  of  acknowledge- 
ment ',  and  that  ltalia?i  had  fome  fmall  fhew  of  reafon,  who  called  thofe 
Devils,  who  cured  Agues,  good  Angels.  Yet  truely  it  is  no  lefs  than 
to  be  over  mannerly  to  gofo  far,  nor  would  J  thank  Gods  enemies  for 
thofe  gracious  favours  I  indeed  receive  from  him  onely.  But  as  touch- 
ing t\)e  reft  of  worldly  affairs,  there  is  no  queftion  ,  bur  we  are  to  re- 
fled  upon  the  neareft  occalions  Fortune  afFoardeth  us  •,  and  thole  who 
feek  after  more  remote  means,  fhall  in  conclufion  finde  from  one  de- 
gree to  another,  that  it  is  to  Hugh  Capete  to  v/hom  zhty  ZTc  obliged. 
I  was  affraid  left  I  ftiould  have  left  my  fingers  upon  this  paper,  and  have 
difenabled  my  felf  forever  writing  more  Letters  after  this,  had  I  any 
longer  continued  my  difcourfe.  I  tell  thee  no  lie  Hydafp  ,  this  is  the 
third  Winter  we  have  had  this  year,and  the  greateft  irregularity  I  ever 
obfcrved  in  nature,    For  Gods  love  inquire  the  caufe  of  Father  fofeph, 

and 
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and  intreat  him  from  mc,  if  your  fclf  be  not  acquainted -with  him » thaci 
he  would  be  plcafed  to  imploy  the  credit  he  hath  in  Heaven ,  to  caufc  * 
the  return  of  warmer  weather. 
The2s.of/rf».i^24.  Balzac. 

Ti the Sei^fteur de laKoche from  Balzac. 

Letter     V. 
Sir, 

1  Cannot  conceive  your  meaning,  when  you  fpeak  of  my  friendfhfp, 
as  of  a  favour,  orpredcftination,  orinbcing  fo  prodigal  of  your 
complements  ajid  commendations.  There  was  (bfficient  in  the  Letter 
you  lately  fent,  to  bereave  me  of  fpeech,  and  to  make  me  flie  to  the 
Indies,  were  I  forced  to  frame  you  apun^ual  anfwer.  But  (ince  you 
are  ufually  viftorious,  be  pleafed,  I  befeech  you,  to  permit  your  cour- 
tefie  to  work  the  fam^cfFeds,  as  doth  your  courage  j  and  fuffer  me  to 
yield  untoyouinthisoccafion,as  I  would  do  in  thofc  of  RochtU  or 
Mountuban,  i  onely  intreat  you,  hence  forward  to  love  me  with  Icfs 
oftentationand  lufter  then  you  have  done  hitherto ;  and  fincc  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  hinder  you  from  having  me  in  eftimation,  let  me  at  the 
Icaft  intreat  you  to  carry  the  matter  fo,  as  though  you  had  committed 
fome  fin  •,  that  is,  without  calling  witnefSjOr  confirming  the  faft  :  other- 
wife,  doubtlefs  the  World  will  fuppofe  your  affeftion  to  be  injurious  to 
your  judgement  j  and  I  much  fear,  left  i  fhould  be'  blamed  for  blinding 
you,  and  for  being  more  wicked  then  the  late  War  ,  which  was  con- 
tented onely  to  make  divers  of  our  friends ,  blinkards.  Truely  that  fo 
complear  a  perfonjwhofe  acquaintance  you  commend  unto  me  j  not 
finding  me  futable  to  the  pourtraid  you  Oiewcd  him,  may  well  fay,  you 
are  not  onely  fatisfied  in  being  fingly  feduced ,  but  feek  to  raife  Here- 
iies  out  of  your  errours ,  and  a  contagion  out  of  your  crazy  conftitu- 
tion.  This  being  fo,  I  fee  not  how  I  can  better  make  good  ,  cither 
mine  own  reputation,  or  your  report,  then  by  voluntarily  banifliing 
my  felf  from  the  place  where  you  are ,  and  not  by  my  prefence ,  to 
overthrow  all  the  Honour  you  have  hitherto  acquired  for  me-  If 
therefore  you  will  not  appear  a  deceiver ,  nor  declare  your  k\f  my  ad- 
verfary,leavemeIprayyou,to  my  retirednefs,  where  I  fludy  onely 
tomaintainhcalth,  and  take  no  other  pains  then  to  procure  my  owft 
rcpofc,  nor  have  any  conference,  but  with  my  felf. 

The  I  o.  of  A^ril  tmr  mo  ft  humUe  fervant^ 

152?.  Balzac. 
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To  Mounjieur  de  Bo  is  Robert  from  Balzac. 

Le'Kter     VI. 

Ince  the  dead  never  return  but  they  affright  us :  I  was  perfwadcd  I 
_  fhould  do  you  no  fmall  pleafure,  nor  a  little  oblige  you,  in  forbear- 
ing to  appear  fo  much  as  in  Paper  before  you,  fufftTing  you  purely  to 
enjoy  your  accuftomed  pleafures,  without  the  mixrurc  of  any  thing  that 
might  be  diftaftefull  unto  you.  But  fince  at  tlisprefcnt  you  come  to 
difturb  the  quiet  of  Church- yards,  and  to  finde  out  a  man,  in  affeding 
whofc  memory  you  might  well  be  fatisfied  ?  I  am  forced  to  tell  you,thap 
the  party  you  fo  highly  efteem,is  wholy  remaining  beyond  the  Alps^tx\A 
how  this  is  onely  his  Ghoft  lately  returned  into  France,  I  break  all  the 
Looking- glafles  I  meet  with,  I  blunder  the  water  of  all  Rivers  I  crofs, 
I  ;avoid  the  fight  of  all  Painters  in  any  place  where  I  come ,  left  they 
fhew  mc  the  pattern  of  my  pale  vifage.  Yet  if  in  the  craxy  cafe  wherein 
1  am,  I  were  any  way  capeablc  of  confolation,  I  beleech  you  to  be  af- 
fured,  I  fhould  take  it  as  proceeding  from  the  good  fuccefs  of  your  af- 
fairs, nor  would  I  defire  of  my  difcafe  any  long  rcfpite,  then  what  were 
requifite  to  rejoyce  with  you.  But  trucly ,  it  is  an  enemy  who  knows 
DOC  how  to  admit  of  conditions  of  peace,  or  truce,  and  I  am  fo  happy  as 
not  to  be  fuffcred  to  quit  my  pains  to  refume  them.*  The  meac  I  here 
cat  for  fuftenance,  is  to  mc  as  pleafing  as  poyronj&  I  endure  life  out  of 
pennance,whereas  you  (in  the  place  where  you  live)  fpcnd  the  remain- 
der of  the  Golden  age^rdaCmg  nothing  to  your  fences  you, lawfully  may 
allow  them.  Though  the  Unecns  Court  be  fo  chaftc,  as  it  were  eaficr 
to  drink  drunk  of  a  fountain,  then  to  take  any  difhoneft  pleafures  there, 
and  that  to  gain  admittance,  it  is  requifite  to  be  firfl  purified  at  the 
Porters  lodge  y  yet  are  you  allowed  even  there  to  have  pleafing  tem- 
ptations, and  going  elfewhere,  to  fcekoutmore  folide  contentments. 
But  as  for  me  in  the  cafe  I  am,  I  make  no  difference  at  all  between 
lovely  creatures/,  and  well  limmed  pidures  :  and  the  mifcry  I  endure, 
having  bereaved  me  of  ad:ion,  my  wretched  virtue  is  as  much  con- 
ftrained,  as  the  fobriety  of  the  poor  is  neceffary.  In  all  this  I  add  not 
one  word  to  the  bare  truth',  and  if  the  Count  oi  ?OHntgiba.ut  had  his 
pardon  ro  let  you  know  how  it  is  with  me,  he  would  tell  you  that  I  am 
more  withered  then  the  laft  years  Rofes,  and  how  all  the  Ingcniers  in 
an  Army,  were  no  more  then  fufticient  to  remove  me.  Butmy  difcourfe 
will  be  more  pleafing,  if  I  fpeak  of  that  head  which  deferveth  to  fill  a 
Diadem  ,  then  in  continuing  this  wretched  complaint.  When  ac  the 
firft  I  faw  concurrent  in  him  fo  much  valour ,  and  fo  great  beauty ,  I 
neither  took  him  for  man  nor  woman ;  but  after  having  recollected  my 
felf,  I  fuppofed  him  to  be  the  Amazonian  Qiicen :  and  doubtlefs  in  the 
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Worlds  infancy, ic  was  to  fuch  faces  onely,  whereto  all  people  yielded 
willing  obedience,  none  quitting  their  fervice,  every  mans  dat^  being 
conformable  to  his  inclination',  foas  the  onely  means  then  to  be  re- 
bellious, was  to  be  blinde.     When  this  young  Lord  came  to  T^ow^  at 
his  return  from  tebattail  of  Prague^l  can  well  witnefs  the  jealoufie 
he  at  once  affoarded  both  ro  men  and  their  wives,  and  of  the  great 
Frognofficlis  all  fuch  gave  of  him,  who  prefumcd  to  have  any  experience 
in  future  occurrents ,  either  by  the  afpeft  of  Stars ,  or  fome  more  fu- 
blime  underftanding<  befides,  to  confider  how  at  twenty  years  of  age, 
there  is  fcarce  any  corner  of  the  known  World  he  hath  not  traced  ,  to 
encounter  honourable  aftions  j  nor  any  fort  of  combate  wherein  for 
the  molt  part  he  hath  not  been  Gonqucrour  3  that  he  hath  born  Arms 
zgiind  TurliSy  and  Infidels,  that  he  hath  appeared  both  in  battailsand 
fieges  of  Cities  *,  that  he  hath  given  life  to  fome  enemies ,  and  taken  it 
from  others.    This  (to  fpeak  truth)  is  a  thing  God  fufFereth  as  rarely 
to  be  feen  as  deluges,  and  other  great  effefts  of  his  power ,  or  juflicc , 
in  a  long  proccfs  of  time  the  meerefl  Cowards  may  become  Maflersi 
were  it  by  no  other  means,  but  that  by  feeing  all  men  die  before  them, 
they  may  inherit  the  whole  World.     Divers  likewife  have  performed 
great  exploits ,  who  have  begun  their  aftions  either  with  grofs  errours, 
or  mean  adventures.     But  as  there  are  very  few  Rivers  navigable  even 
from  their  firft  fountains,nor  Countries  where  the  Sun  fendeth  forth  his 
full  heat  from  the  very  day- fpring  :  fo  are  fuch  men  (doubtlefs)  very 
rare  and  fingular ,  who  have  not  any  need  either  of  growth  ,  or  years; 
nor  arc  fubjed  either  to  the  order  of  times,  or  rules  of  nature.    But  I 
have  no  put  pofe  to  fold  up  a  bock  in  a  Letter :  for  though  my  grief  do 
fometin>cs  permit  me  to  fpend  fome  fmall  time  upon  pleafing  fubjcfts, 
yet  will  it  not  allow  me  to  make  thereon  any  long  ftay.     I  mufl  there- 
fore leave  off,  during  my  fhort  good  day,  left  I  fall  Tick  again  in  your 
prefence ,  and  once  more  clogg  you  with  my  complaints  ,  inftead  of 
thanking  you  for  yourkinde  remembrance  ,  and  aiTuring  you  of  the 
great  dcfire  I  have  to  remain  fo  long  as  I  live, 

.     'a  Tour  mo  [l  humble  fervanty 

i6iS,  BALZAC. 

A  Letter  from  Balzac  to  Mounfeur  de  Boi6  Roberta 

L  E   T   T  E    R  '  VII. 

T Hough  I  receive  no  news  from  you ,  and  howbeit  thofe  from  Vark 
are  generally  naught :  yet  am  I  fo  confident  of  your  excellent  con- 
ftitucion  ,as  I  cannot  imagine  it  can  be  endamaged  by  that  contagious 

aire : 
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aire  \  Surely  if  it  ht  not  in  fuch  fort  infefled,  that  birds  fall  down  dead, 
and  that  the  Springs  be  not  corrupted ,  you  have  fmall  caufe  to  fear  v 
and  I  have  heretofore  feen  you  of  fo  per  fed  a  compoficion,and  fo  ftrong 
a  fubftance  ,  that  an  ordinary  infcdion  (I  fuppofe)  is  unable  to  ftizc 
upon  you  :  And  rather  than  1  will  have  any  apprchenfion  of  your 
being  carried  away  with  the  current  of  thofc  who  die  of  this  great  mor- 
tality >  I  fhall  fooner  believe  that  God  referveth  you  to  make  the  worlds 
Epitaphjand  thofe  laft  Songs  appointed  for  the  catafirophe  of  all  hu- 
mane joys.     Yet  ere  it  comes  to  this  point,  remember  your  promife,  I 
pray  you,  and  fend  mefomething  to  rid  me  of  the  M-egreme  I  have  ta- 
ken in  reading  the  fotteries  of  thefc  times-     I  cannot  counterfeit  the 
matter,  but  muft  confefs  1  tafte  Vcrfes  as  I  doMellons;  fo  as  if  thefe 
two  forts  of  Fruits  have  not  a  relifh  nc/^r  approaching  to  perfeftion,  I 
know  not  how  to  commend  ihcm though  on  the  Kj-agsTzhh  ,  or  in 
Homers  works.     Whatfoever  you  do ,  yet  at  the  leaft  permit  nothing 
to  your  fpirit  which  may  wound  your  reputation  \  and  above  all,  let  me 
iiitreat  you  not  to  be  the  man  who  may  juffly  be  taxed  of  having  vio- 
lated the  chaftity  of  our  language ,  or  for  inftrufting  the  Frmch  in 
forrcign  vices,utterly  unknown  to  their  PredccefTours.     Poetry,which 
God  hath  fomctimes  made  choice  of ,  for  the  uttering  of  Oracles ,  and 
to  unfold  his  (ccrcts  to  mankinde,  ought  at  the  leafl  to  be  imployed  in 
honeft  ufcs :  Nor  is  it  a  lefs  offence  to  make  ufc  thereof  in  vicious  mat- 
ters, than  to  violate  a  Virgin.    This  I  fpeak  upon  the  fubjcd  ot  our 
friend,  whofe  end  I  fear  will  hardly  be  natural,  if  he  die  not  the  fooner 
of  his  fourth  Pox.     This  is  the  fccond  time  he  hath  iflbed  out  of  Tarn 
by  a  breach,  having  efcaped  as  furious  a  flame  as  that  of  Troy.     For  my 
part,  1  cannot  conceive  what  fhould  be  his  defign.    For  to  war  againft 
Heaven  sbefidcs,  that  he  fhall  be  but  flackly  accompanied  in  fuch  an 
expedition,  nor  hath  a  hundred  hands  as  it  is  faid  of  Gyants  5  he  ought 
to  underftandjitwasanaftion  they  could  never  atchieve  :  and  how  in 
Ciciiiaxhtxt  are  Mountains  yet  fmoaking  with  their  MafTacre.  We  come 
not  into  this  World  to  prefcribe  Laws,  but  to  (ubmit  our  felvesto^thofe 
we  finde,  and  to  content  our  felves  with  the  wifdom  ofour  fore-fathers, 
as  with  their  Land  and  Sun.     And  truely,  fince  in  matters  indifferent, 
novelties  arc  ever  reprehenfible,  and  that  our  Kings  quit  not  their  Lit- 
lies  to  quarter  Tulipans  in  their  arms :  by  how  much  greater  right  are 
we  obliged  to  confcrve  the  ancient,  and  fundamental  points  of  religion, 
which  are  by  fo  much  the  more  pure,i|j  that  by  th^r  anti^juity  they  ap- 
proach nearer  to  the  Origine  of  things,  and  for  that  between  them,  and 
the  beginning  of  all  good,  there  is  the  lefs  time  fub)ed  to  corruption. 
To  fpeak  plainly,  there  is  fmall  appearance  that  truth  hath  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  World  attended  this  man,  on  purpofc  to  difcover  it  fclf 
UBCO  him  in  a  Brothell,  orTavern  jand  tobe  fcnc  forth  of  a  mouth 

which 
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which  comes  fhort  in  fobriety  to  tharof  a.5«;j/c.  I  intend  not  to  irti 
rcrmeddic  with  the  Ckjurts  ot  Parliament^  nor  to  prevent  their  decrees 
by  mine  opinion  :  And  to  think  to  make  this  man  more  culpable  then 
he  is,  were  as  much  as  ro  cafl  Ink  on  an  Ethiopians  face  j  I  owe  fo  much 
to  the  memory  of  our  fore- part  acquaintance,  as  I  rather  piety  hira  as  a 
difcafed  perfon.  then  purfuc  him  as  an  enemy.  I  confels  he  hath  parts 
in  him  not  abfolutcly  ill ,  nor  do  I  deny  I  have  much  Jpleafed  my  felf 
with  his  freedom  of  fpeech,  fo  long  as  he  propofed  onely  men  for  his 
objed,  and  fparcd  to  fpeak  of  holy  things.  But  when  I  heard  fay,  he 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  inferiour  matters, and  banded  himfelf  even 
againft  what  is  tranfcendenc  to  Heaven,  I  inftantly  quitted  all  acquain- 
tance with  him,  and  thought  the  onely  pleafure  I  could  do  him,  was  ro 
pray  to  God  to  rcftorc  him  to  his  right  fences,  and  to  rake  pitry  on  him 
as  he  did  of  the  Jews^  who  crucified  our  Saviour.  Hereafter  I  will  be 
better  advifed  then  to  weary  you  with  fo  long  a  difcourfe,  or  to  tire  my 
felf  in  troubling  you:  But  truely  I  thought  I  could  do  no  lefs  after  three 
years  filence,  eftceming  this  not  to  be  over  much  for  a  man  who  is  fo 
flowapay  mafter,  for  fo  many  Letters  he  oweth  you.  Yet  cannot  I 
conclude,  before  I  inform  you  of.fome  particulars  touching  the  place 
where  I  am  at  this  prefenr,  and  of  my  imploymcnts  here.  Firft  there  is 
no  day  paflerh  wherein  I  fee  not  the  rifing  and  fctting  of  the  Sun,  and 
how  during  that  time,  I  withdraw  my  felf  from  all  other  diftraftions,  to 
enjoy  the  purity  of  that  fair  light.  Behold  herein  this  prefent  ftate 
wherein  I  am,  all  the  Courtfhip  I  ufe,  and  the  onely  fubjedion  1  oblige 
my  felf  unto.  When  I  defire  to  take' the  air  at  other  hours  of  the  day, 
I  mufl  indeed  conftfs  my  eys  have  no  objefts  fo  vaft  as  the  Sea,  or 
Appcm?ics,noT  do  I  behold  Rome  under  my  feet  as  formerly  I  have  done: 
Yet  do  I  on  all  tides  difcoverfo  pleafing  a  prorped,as  thougeit  fill  not 
the  capacity  of  my  fpirit  fo  much  as  did  the  other ,  yet  doth  it  far  mor^ 
content  mc.  Painters  come  forty  days  journeys  hence,  to  ftudy  in  my 
Chamber,  and  if  nature  caufe  her  greatnefs  to  appear,  even  from  the 
•  bottom  of  the  dcepcft  Adjfcs,  and  darkeft  downfalls,  fhe  hath  no  lefs 
placed  her  rareft  perfeftions  under  my  windows.  Moreover ,  I  am 
plunged  in  abundance  up  to  the  eys,  but  my  riches  are  tacked  to  the 
twigs  and  branches  of  Trees  j  for  as  Summer  hath  made  me' plentiful!, 
fo  will  Winter  reduce  mc  to  my  former  poverty.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
make  Feafis  of  Figii^s  &  Mclionsy  yea,  out  of  the  very  ^ufcadine  Grapes 
I  eat,  there  iflucthjiquor  enough  to  make  half  a  Kingdom  drunk  j  and 
the  thing  whereat  happily  you  will  wonder,  is,  that  I  put  all  this  into  a 
fick  mans  flomack,  to  whom  well- nigh  all  good  things  are  forbidden  : 
yet  have  I  found  a  means  to  reconcile  my  furfets  with  my  Phylical  re- 
ceits,  and  in  one  and  the  fame  day  Iboth  enjoy  pleafure,  and  endure 
pain ',  for  I  nourifh  my  Fcaver  with  excellent  fi uits,  and  purge  it  with 
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7{uharbe :  but  howfocvcr  I  cannot  baiard  my  health  in  more  innocent 
debauches,  fincc  I  perform  them  without  troubling  the  tranquility  ci- 
ther of  earth  or  air,  or  without  bereaving  any  thing  of  life.  The  firft 
nien  the  World  produced ,  attained  to  cxtream  age  with  fuch  pure 
cates  as  mine  are  ',  for  as  of  all  bloudy  meats  they  onely  ufed  cherries 
and  Mulberries  *,  fo  was  the  fimplicity  of  their  (ives  accompanied  with 
a  perfeft  repofedncfs  i  Nature  as  yet  being  void  of  all  Monfters :  There 
was  ^s  then  no  mention  either  of  Geryon,  or  Minotaure,  nor  cf  ^  p^9. 
The  Inquifition  and  Parliament  were  onely  in  the  Idea  of  things  ;  and 
of  the  two  pjrts  of  Jufticc ,  there  was  that  onely  known  which  gave 
merits  their  due  rewards. 

From  BALZ A Cy  162^.  Balzac 


Another  Letter  from  Balzac  to  Monnfieur  de  Bois  Robert, 

Le  it  e  r     VIIL 

Your  Utter  Qi  the  fifteenth  of  the  laft  Moneth  ,  came  «o  my  hands 
as  1  was  ready  to  fcal  thcfe  Prefents.  You  might  have  juft  caufc 
to  tax  me,  fhould  1  let  them  go  unanfwered,  or  if  this  dead  man  appear- 
ing in  your  prefence  ,  did  not  give  you  thanks  for  the  many  excellent 
words  you  have  ufed  in  the  adorning  his  Funeral  Oration.  I  fhould  be 
but  too  proud  if  others  were  of  your  opinion,  or  were  infefted  with  the 
like  errour  you  are  *,  but  1  much  fear  you  will  not  for  the  prefent  herein 
finde  a  party  equal  to  that  of  the  Leaguc,and  do  much  doubt  if  all  of  a 
contrary  conceit,  fhould  be  declared  Criminals,  there  would  hardly  be 
any  acquitted  in  this  Kingdom.  Howfoever,  I  hold  my  fclf  much  ob- 
liged unto  you,  in  conferring  lb  liberally  that  upon  me, you  fo  well 
know  I  vrant,  andforbeftowing  all  your  colours  and  mercurial  mix- 
tures to  make  me  Teem  beautifull :  I  will  be  well  advifed  how  I  fall  ouc 
with  him  who  flatters  me,  and  in  the  love  I  bear  my  felf ,  I  fhall  at  all 
times  fuffer  a  rival  with  much  ratisfa<Sion.  Since  a  certain  Gentleman 
in  Germany  plcafeth  himfelf  in  being  failed  "Kjng  oijerufalenii  and  fmcc 
thofe  who  have  no  real  Patrimonies,  tickle  thcmfclves  with  meet  Titles 
and  Arms :  by  the  like  reafon  may  I  imagine  my  felf  to  be  the  man  you 
will  needs  have  me,  and  receive  from  your  courtefie  the  qualities  my 
Nativity  hath  not  affoarded  me.  But  to  difblame  both  of  us,  1  befeech 
you  hereafter  to  have  more  care  of  my  modefty,  and  not  to  put  me  in 
danger  either  to  lofe  it,  or  not  to  believe  you.  It  is  no  lefs  then  to 
wrong  the  Angels,  to  call  other  fpirits  then  theirs  divine  j  yea,  all  the 
Cclcftial  Court  is  fenfible  of  fuflfering  that  name  to  fall  to  ground.  *  For 
my  part ,  I  am  fo  far  from  freeing  my  fclf  of  humaae  defers,  as  I  do 
•  •  ail- 
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abfolutely  avow,  there  is  not  any  more  imperfeft  than  I  am,  no  not  fo 
much  as  blinkards  and  maimed  perfons.  I  cfpie  faults  enough ,  on 
which  fide  foever  I  fee  my  felf ,  and  my  wit  is  fo  disfurnifhed  of  for- 
reign  perfedions,  as  I  hold  no  man  for  learned ,  if  he  be  not  adorned 
with  thofe  abilicies  whereof  I  am  ignorant  *,  yea,  even  in  that  whereof 
youfuppofeme  to  have  a  perfeft  undcrftanding:  I  have  in  truth  no 
more  than  meet  doubts  and  conjeftures,ro  as  if  there  were  a  man  of 
perfeft  Eloquence  to  be  found  at  the  Worlds  end,  I  would  go  in  pil- 
grimage on  purpofe  to  fee  one  contrary  to  N.N.  To  fpeak  truely,there 
is  ^reat  difference  between  filling  the  ear  with  fome  pleafing  found, 
and  exprefling  the  fancies  of  Artizans  and  Clowns  according  to  Gram- 
matical rules-,  and  in  reigning  over  the  fpirits  of  men  by  force  of  rea- 
fon ;  and  to  fharc  the  government  of  the  World  wi^h  Conquerours  and 
Lawfull  Ki^^s.  I  have  not  the  prefumption  to  fuppofe  I  am  arrived  at 
this  point',  but  I  likewife  think  few  have  attained  thereto ,  and  the 
Tbylofophcrs  Stone  were  with  more  eafe  to  be  excradted ,  than  the  Elo- 
quence I  propofc  to  my  felf.  it  is  as  yet  a  kinde  of  Terra  incognita^ 
and  which  hath  not  been  difcovered  together  with  the  Indies.  The  T^o- 
mans  themfelves  could  onely  recover  the  bare  image ,  as  they  did  of 
thofe  Territories ,  over  which  they  Triumphed  by  a  falfe  Title :  Yea, 
Greece  her  felf  how  vainly  foever  fhe  boafted  thereof,  yet  feizcd  /he 
onely  upon  the  fhadow,  not  feeing  the  fubftance :  So  as  upon  the  mat- 
ter divers  have  polTefTed  others  with  that  conceit,  being  firft  de- 
ceived themfelves  *,  and  are  obliged  to  the  reflitution  of  an  ill  acquired 
reputation.  Many  of  our  friends  have  fallen  into  the  like  errours;  I  will 
not  name  them,  fearing  to  aflonifh  at  the  firfl  fight  ,  all  fuch  to  whom 
you  fhall  fhew  this  Letter  \  or  leafl  I  fhould  publifh  odious  truths.  It 
fhall  fufficc  I  tell  you  by  the  way,  that  if  to  attain  perfcft  Eloquence, 
it  fufficed  onely  to  weary  our  hands  with  Writing,  none  could  therein 
any  way  compare  with  our  Praditioners  and  Pen- clerks.  Yet  is  there 
not  any  reafon  why  thofe ,  who  perform  poor  things,  fhould  draw 
their  weaknefs  to  their  own  advantage ,  or  imagine  I  flatter  them.  A 
man  is  as  well  damned  for  one  fingle  deadly  fin,  as  for  a  thoufand  with- 
out repentance  i  nor  is  it  the  ftrength  of  their  judgement,  which  hin- 
ders them  from  committing  m.any  faults,  bat  the  onely  barrennefs  of 
their  wits  which  enables  them  not  to  write  many  books.  I  might  en- 
large my  felf  upon  this  fubjcdt,  and  difcover  divers  fecrets  unto  you, 
the  wotld  is  nor  yet  acquainted  with.  But  I  have  neither  time  nor 
paper  left,  fave  onely  to  tell  you  that  1  am 

Sir,    Tour  mlf  humble  fervant, 

BALZAC- 
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Another  Letter  from  Balzac  to  the  fame  man. 
Letter      IX. 

Iundtrftand  fome  have  taxed  me  for  faying  (in  my  laft  Utter  unto 
you)  the  fpirics  of  Angcls-,fince  Angels  being  all  fpirits,it  fecmed  un- 
to them  to  be  two  infcpcrabic  terms :  But  to  let  fuch  men  fee  how  ill 
grounded  their  Objedion  is,  (and  1  fuppofc  our  judgements  wili  here- 
in agree)  ic  may  pleafe  them  to  remember  ,  that  we  call  Angels  ipirirs, 
to  diftinguifh  thera  from  bodies,  being  a  far  different  fignification  from 
What  the  word  Spirit  importeth,  when  We  tskc  ic  for  that  part  of  the 
Soul  which  underflandeth,  reafoneth,  and  imagineth  ,  and  which  cail- 
feth  fo  different  effcfts  in  the  Soul  of  a  fool,  and  that  of  a  difcrcet  per- 
fon.  Queftionkfs  (even  among  Angels  ihersfelvcs)  there  may  be  a 
difference  found  between  thefpirits  of  fome,  and  otherfome  of  thera, 
to  wit,  in  the  faculty  of  Ratiocination  and  Comprehenfion  :  Sirce  thofe 
of  the  laft  order  are  not  illuminated,  but  by  means  ofthem  of  the  pre- 
cedent ranks,and  fo  of  the  reft  even  to  the  ftrft  y  which  have  a  tar  more 
fublime  intelligence  then  the  inferiour  Orders,  which  as  no  man  (how 
fraally  foeverfeen  in  the  Oietapbyficks  will  doubt  of)  come  as  far 
fhort  of  the  underftanding  the  firft  Order  is  indued  with,  as  they  do  oC 
their  degree.  We  are  therefore  to  admit  of  this  difference  ,  and  fay, 
that  an  Angel  is  doubtlefs  a  Spirit,  to  wit,  he  is  not  a  boc.y :  but  withall 
that  an  Angel  hath  moreover  a  fpirit,  namely  ,  this  faculty  of  knowing, 
and  conceiving  cither  leflcr,  or  more  large,  according  to  the  priviledge 
of  his  Order.  So  asif  a  fpirit  hath  no  other  fignification  then  a  fimplc 
and  incompofed  fubftance,  this  inequality  were  not  to  be  found  among 
the  Angels ,  being  equally  fimple,  and  far  from  all  compofuion  and 
mixture.  When  then  I  fay  it  was  a  wrong  done  to  Angels  to  call  an^ 
other  fpirirs  divine  favconely  theirs:  I  take  the  word  Spirit  in  its  fe- 
cond  fignification,  and  thereby  feperatc  it  from  the  Angel,  and  diftin- 
guilhihe  fimple  fubftance,  and  nature  Angellical  from  that  faculty  of 
the  Soul  termed  the  underftanding.  But  that  one  may  not  fay ,  the 
fpirit  of  Angels,  becaufe  they  are  all  fpirit,  is  a  reafon  very  reproveable, 
and  whereto  there  wanteth  nothing  but  verity  to  make  it  ho  untruth  » 
for  that  bcfides  the  fpirit,  or  underftanding  affoarding  to  Angels  fo 
eminent  aknowledge  of  divine  things,  they  are  likewifc  indued  with 
will,  caofing  them  to  love  what  they  know,  and  with  memory  dayly  ad- 
ding fomething  to  their  natural  intelle^.  But  admitting  I  fliould  yidd 
to  whatfocver  thefc  my  reprehendors  would  have ,  and  that  I  limit  the 
word  fpirit  within  the  bounds  of  its  firft  fignification,  I  fhould  ftilThave 
the  better  of  it.  For  in  truth  our  ordinary  manner  of  conception  can- 
Jior  poffibly  rcprcfcnt  Angels  without  bodies,  yea  j  and  the  Church  ic 
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fclfaffoardeth  them  fofair,  bcatifulI,andpcrfcftones,that  from  thcnc^ 
the  bed  Poets  ordinarily  pick  their  Comparifons  to  pourtraitc  thera- 
reft  beauties.  Bcf]des,if  in  holy  Writ,  mention  be  ofccn  made  of  the 
fpirit  of  God,  even  before  he  aflumed  our  corporal  fubftance ,  and  in  a 
fence  which  could  not  be  undcrflood  of  the  third  pcrfon  in  Trinity, 
why  may  not  I  as  juflly  fpeak  of  the  fpirirsof  Angtls,  being  in  compi- 
lifon  of  Gods  fpirit,  no  better  then  earth  ,  and  materials  and  which 
approacheth  not  by  many  degrees  unto  the  fimplicity  and  purity  of 
thismajefterial  caufe,being  as  the  Mother  to  all  the  rcfl.  You  fee  here, 
that  fhowfocver)  it  is  very  dangerous  to  ftudy  by  half  parts,  or  to 
undcrfland  fomc  fmall  matter  more  then  thofc  who  never  were  at 
Schools  yet  is  it  out  of  fuch  men  asthcfe,  that  Novelifts  and  fuper- 
ftitious  perfons;arc  raifcd  j  yea, and  all  the  reft,  who  have  reafon  enough 
to  doubt,  but  not  fciencc  lufficiently  to  determine  rightly. 

Balzac 


To  Moftftjieuy  deBo'is  Robert /row  Balzac. 
Letter     x. 

YOu  have  anticipated  what  I  intended  to  fay ,  and  have  not  left  for 
me  in  all  Rhetorick,  cither  complement  or  commendations  to  re- 
turn >ou.  Trus  is  to  force  ingratitude  by  cxcefs  of  obligation,  and  to 
reduce  me  to  the  neccfTity  of  being  indebted  unto  you  after  I  be  dead. 
In  truth  it  were  neceflary  I  had  the  power  to  promife  you  felicity  and 
ParadiCe,  in  requital  of  the  vows  and  facrifices  you  offer  unto  me ,  and 
that  I  were  in  cafe  to  be  your  advocate  ,  inftead  of  being  thus  put  to 
iftand  toaafweryou.  It  may  be  you  have  a  minde  in  fuch  fort  to 
difguife  me  to  my  felf ,  as  I  fhall  not  hereafter  know  who  I  am ,  but 
be  forced  to  forget  my  own  name,  by  caufmg  me  to  imagine  I  am  not 
the  fame  man  I  was  yeftcrday.  Proceed  at  your  pleafure  to  deceive  me 
in  this  fort,  for  I  am  refolved  not  to  conteft  with  you  in  this  kinde ,  to 
the  Worlds  end  :  nor  to  arm  my  felf  againfl  an  eiumy,  who  onely 
throws  Rofes  at  my  head.  I  fhould  be  very  glad  all  my  life  would  pafs. 
in  fuch  pleafing  dreamland  that  I  might  never  awake,  for  fear  of  know- 
ing the  truth  to  my  prejudice.  But  for  the  attaining  this  happinefs ,  ic 
is  necelTary  I  do  quite  contrary  to  your  ad|ice  ,  and  never  quit  my 
Countrcy-houfe  ,  where  none  comes  to  enter  into  comparifons ,  or 
contefl  with  me ,  for  the  advantage  1  have  over  bruit  beafls  ,  or  my 
lackeys.  !  agree  with  yon  that  it  is  the  Court-voice  which  either  ap- 
proveth  or  condemneth  all,  and  that  out  of  its  light,  things  thoOgh 
never  fo  perfcft,  have  no  appearance :  But  I  know  no:  whether  it  were 
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«iy  bcft,co  make  that  my  own  cafe  >  fincc  I  fear  ic/l  my  prcfcncc  there, 
will  rather  prejudice  my  reputation  &  your  judgcmentjthen  make  good 
your  pofKion.  Upon  the  matter,  if  there  be  any  tollerablc  parts  in  me, 
they  appear  (o  little  outwara{y,  as  I  had  need  have  my  brcaft  opened  to 
difcovcr  them  :  And  in  conclufion  you  will  finde  a  fufficicnt  obligation 
for  me.co  have  you  think  my  Soul  is  more  eloquenr  then  my  difcourfe^fc 
that  the  better  part  of  my  virtue  is  concealed  :  Yet  iince  my  promiie  is 
paft,I  muft  refolve  for  Paris^  though  it  prove  asftrange  a  place  unto  me, 
as  if  I  were  out  of  the  world,  or  as  though  they  fhould  chafe  raw  Cour- 
tiers thence,as  they  do  corrupt  Statef  men.  To  tell  you  plainly  how  the 
cafe  ftands ,  I  am  none  of  thoic  who  ftudy  the  flighttft  anions  of  their 
lives,  and  who  ufe  Art  in  all  they  do,  or  do  not.     I  cannot  light  upon 
that  accent,  wherewith  they  authorife  their  follies,  noinukc  of  ev<^ry 
mean  matter  a  myftcry  by  whifpering  it  in  the  eai  :  And  Icis  do  I  k  ow 
how  to  palliate  my  faults  *,  or  make  fhewofanhoneA  man,  if  really  I 
be  nocfo  :  Now  though  I  could  make  my  (elf  capable  of  rhefe  Arrs, 
yet  would  it  anger  me  fhrewdly,  if  afrer  having  paiTcd  nine  Ports,  .\d 
abidden  many  backcafls  to  gee  thichcr,  to  be  at  laft  ftayed  ar  the 
Tenth :  Nay,  fhould  I  chance  to  gtft  admittance',  what  a  Hell  were  ic 
for  me  to  come  into  a  Countrcy  where  Hats  arc  noi>madc  to  cover 
heads,  and  where  all  men  grow  crooked  with  cKtrea^i  cringcing.  Con- 
fider  therefore  ,  whether  this  humour  of  mine  would  fute  with  the 
place  where  you  are  i  or  if  a  man  whofe  points  and  garters  fccm  pon- 
derous unto  him,  and  whofindes  ic  a  difficult  matter  roobey  Gods 
Commandments,  and  the  Kings  Edids,  can  be  drawn  to  be  obliged  to 
new  Laws,  or  procure  to  himfelf  a  third  fervitudc.  In  the  ftate  where- 
in I  now  am,  all  the  Princes  in  the  World  ad  Comedies  to  make  me 
fporr.     1  enjoy  all  the  Riches  of  Nature,  from  the  Heavens  to  River- 
waters,  and  I  eafily  obtain  of  my  moderate  fpir it,  what  I  cannot  attaia 
unto  by  the  liberality  of  Fortune.     This  being  thus,  will  you  perfwade 
me  to  change  thofe  benefits  none  envy,  with  your  fears,  hopes,  and  fu" 
fpicionsj  orrlbc  thinlf  ic  fie  I  value  Wbeityj  (ot  yvh'ich  the  HoUandcrs 
have  made  War  (now  this  fifty  years;  againft  the  Kir^  of  Spain  ?  But 
fmce  I  have  parted  my  word,  I  am  not  refolved  to  revoke  ic  9  yet  when 
I  muft  needs  bid  adieu  to  my  Woods  and  folitary  places ,  which  have 
thaught  me  fo  many  good  things ,  and  quit  this  inchanted  Palace  of 
mine ,  where  all  my  thoughts  are  reall  infpirations  j  I  ftnll  have  a  greac 
conflift  within  me,  to  keep  my  word  with  you.     I  wiJl  believe  none 
but  your  fclf,  who  befl  know  whether  orno  I  havercafon  to  love  this 
prifon  my  Father  builded  for  me, or  this  little  fpot  of  Land,where  there 
is  no  defcft  but  a  Fountain  of  Gold  and  other  unnecelTary  thingsjthere 
being  elfc  fiifficient  here  to  fatisfie  a  fober  Pcrfon  1 1  mufl  confefs  the 
M  great  rains  hate  blemifhed  all  the  beauty  abroad ;  And  Winter 

Q  2  wbiih 


84  The  Letters  of  Mcmjieur 

which  by  right  fhould  be  condemned  never  co  depart  from  Smdiand,  is 
already  come  tocrofs  the  content  I  formerly  enjoyed  :  But  howfoever, 
there  arc  yet  pleafing  remedies  to  avoid  thefc  prefenr  incommodities. 
The  perfumes  I  burn,  and  whereof  I  am  as  prodigal,  as  though  I  exaft- 
cd  tribute  from  the  Countries  from  whence  they  come,  maketh  me  the 
lefs  to  mifs  the  fwcetnefs  of  the  Spring  :  And  a  grtac  fire  refembling  the 
brightefl  beauty,  which  1  term  the  Sun  of  the  night ,  and  dark  daycs, 
watchcth  at  all  hours  in  my  Chamber,and  givcth  light  to  my  reft,as  well 
as  to  my  Srudie*.  Before  this  wirnefs  (which  I  never  loofe  fight  of )  all 
Natureisthefubjcft  ofmy  meditation  ^  &  [conceive  works,wh!ch hap- 
pily may  merit  a  place  in  your  Library,  &  to  be  chofen  Citizens  of  that 
Divine  Rcpublick.  I  know  not  what  men  do  mofl  efteem  in  books  ,buc 
I  am  confident,  that  in  this  I  compofe,  fujtice  and  Maje(fy  ,  fhall  appear 
fo  evenly  ttrmpercd  ,  as  none  fhail  therein  finde  any  thing  either  favo- 
ring of  cowardize  or  cruelty.  I  take  and  make  ufe  of  the  art  of  Anci- 
ents*, as  they  would  have  done  from  mc^had  1  been  the  firfl  man  living. 
But  I  have  no  fervile  dependancy  upon  their  conceptions  ,  nor  am  I 
born  their  vafral,to  follow  no  other  laws  or  examples jfave  thtirs:To  the 
contrary  (if  I  deceive  not  my  felf  )  my  invention  is  far  more  happy  then 
my  imitationi  and  as  there  have  been  in  our  age  divers  new  Stasfi  difco- 
vered,  till  this  prcfent  unperceived  j  fo  I  in  matter  of  Eloquence ,  feck 
out  fmgularities,  hitherto  unknown  to  any.  It  is  certain,and  you  know 
it  as  well  as  my  fclf,  you  who  know  good  things  when  you  fee  them,and 
who  are  the  Author  of  divers ;  that  there  are  none  fo  fevere  Mufes  as 
the  Frenchy  nor  any  tongue  more  hating  afFc<Sation ,&  bare  appearances 
ofthings  then  ours.  All  kindeofornaments  therefore  are  not  propper 
for  her :  and  her  purity  is  at  fuch  odds  with  the  exorbitant  licence  of  o- 
ther  languageSjthat  a  Prench  vice  in  this  kinde,is  often  made  a  forraign 
tirruc.  But  ( in  this  cafe)  we  are  to  take  advice  of  the  underflanding  & 
carejand  for  my  parr,  I  have  for  my  pattern  herein,the  Idea  of  the  great 
Cardinal  oi^kheUett,  as  though  .'le  were  prefent  and  privy  to  my  con- 
ceptions,or  as  if  he  atall  times  received  or  rejeftcd  them",  as  they  hap- 
pen to  be  either  food  or  otherwifc:But  to  tell  you  the  truth,I  know  not 
well  which  way  I  pafs  by  this  tedious  and  untroden  path ,  or  what  ufe  I 
intend  to  make  of  thefe  fo  many  impertinent  fpeeches.But  I  am  as  often 
out  of  my  way,in  the  allies  of  my  hermitage,&  I  have  many  times  much 
ufe  of  a  man,to  let  me  know  whether  it  be  day,or  night,and  to  order  my 
times  and  aftions  i  yet  would  I  have  you  know,I  do  not  ufually  fall  into 
fucherrours^but  oncly  before  fuch  as  I  love  and  honour,as  I  do  youj  at 
all  other  times,bc  it  in  my  vifits,or  in  my  Letters,!  will  be  well  advifed, 
how  I  fuflPer  the  end  to  come  far  fhort  of  the  Exordium ',  and  from  the 
firfl  word,  I  make  all  the  haflc  I  may  to  come  to 
Jheii.  of  Feb.  T9Hr  mo  ft  hmble  feriam  B  A  l  z  A  c. 
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ro  Mounfienr  Girard,  Secretary  to  the  Dftke  o/Efpernon. 
Letter     XI. 
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Et  me  intreat  ycu ,  that  we  may  deface  out  of  our  intended  Hifto- 
ju-ry   whatfoever  hath  paiTcd  thcfe  laft  four Moncths,lcc  us  imagine 
that  time  to  have  hapned  in  feme  fabulous  age,  and  (for  our  mutual 
content)  let  us  herein  learn  the  Arc  of  Oblivm.  Had  I  becnconltrained 
to  quit  our  ancient  acquaintance,  being  of  equal  age  %o  cither  of  us,and 
whereof  I  make  as  great  accouut  as  of  my  Fathers  inheritance  •,  «U[«»y  j 
had  been  driven  to  the  like  flrcight£,ashe  who  with  one  hand  fhould 
be  forced  to  cue  of?  the  other.     It  is  then  the  necefTity  of  my  inclina- 
tion ,  which  forcetb  me  to  affcd  tb-landen' ,  though  he  were  mine  ene- 
my: and  this  pafTiondoth  foplcafe  me,  that  fhould  any  man  cure  roc 
thereof,  I  would  commenfe  fuit  with  him  for  my  former  malady.     I  will 
notaccufe  any  man  for  the  fault  commitced:Letus  both  imagine  it  to 
be  a  Childe  without  a  Fathcr,and  to  clear  all  mcn,let  us  lay  it  up  among 
the  prefenc  miferies,and  impute  it  to  the  power  of  Fortune.  I  will  rather 
fuppofe  it  to  be  the  lafl  effcdof  the  Commet,  then  impute  it  to  any  art 
of  your  fpirit,  or  that  you  contrived  the  difcontent  I  have  endured.    I 
fwear  upon  whatfoevcr  is  August  or  Sacred  amongfl  men, I  have  no  lefs 
loved  you  then  my  felf,  &  have  equally  fhared  my  felf  between  my  bro- 
ther and  Philander.    Henceforward  1  defire  to  do  the  like.    But  let  us 
leave  all  thefe  fair  words,  and  petty  nicities  to  poor  fpirits,  and  hereaf- 
ter confer  together  with  fuch  liberty  as  Philofophy  aflfoardeth  us.    Bat 
above  all  things  I  intreat  you  not  to  fuffer  a  fuppofed  wifdom  to  reflrain 
you  within  particular  refpeds  and  petty  confiderations,which  may  hin- 
der you  from  fpeaking  high  in  what  concerns  m? .    Fear  not  to  fhew 
your  felf  my  fure  friend,  for  it  is  neither  theft ,  nor  throat-cutting ;  and 
of  the  two  cxtrcamities  of  defeft  and  cxcefs,  it  is  better  to  fall  into  the 
faircfl  and  leaft  faculty.    Ocherwife  if  fricndfhip  fhould  never  appear, 
but  remain  at  all  times  as  a  rcclufe ,  what  better  ufe  can  we  draw  thence 
then  of  hatred  alike  hidden  ?  and  at  the  mofl  what  ufe  is  there  to  be 
made  thereof,  but  onely  for  the  pleafure  of  convcrfation ,  and  necefTity 
of  commerce  ?  But  I  will  leave  this  difcourfe  whereof  1  hope  you  have 
no  ufe,  to  alk  you  fome  news  of  the  little  man  you  fometimcs  fee  ,  and 
who  imagineth  the  l{'mg  bereaveth  him  of  all  fuch  Offices  as  he  beflow- 
cth  upon  fMounfieur  de  Luines.    I  make  no  queflion  but  he  dayly  tor- 
menteth  both  Soul  and  body,  for  that  he  is  not  alwayes  at  his  Maflers 
elbow,  nor  is  fo  ordinarily  fccn  at  the  Looveu  as  the  fteps  of  the  great 
ftairs,or  the  SwijJesHiM  Thrcc-fcorc  and  ten  years  of  experience  have 
not  fufficed  to  fettle  his  fpirit,  and  he  who  fhould  obferve  his  difcourfe 
without  knowing  him,inflcad  of  fuppofing  his  bcaid  to  be  filver- haired, 
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would  latbcr  think  he  had  caft  flower  on  his  face ;  yet  are  we  to  confefs ' 
he  is  one  of  the  rartft  Court-pieces,  and  that  it  is  no  fmall  fport  to  fee 
him  in  a  chafe  againd  the  State,  and  ihe  age  we  live  in,  which  he  ma- 
liccth  more  then  ht  dorh  h-s  creditors.  Make  quiet  ufc  of  fo  pleafing 
a  divcrfion,  and  remember  the  World  could  not  end,  nor  Nature  be 
pcrfeft ,  if  there  were  not  as  well  fuch  men  as  there  are  Apes  and 
Monkies. 
'TheiJ.ofN^fli;.  1^25. 


To  the  fume  from  Balzac. 

Lett|Pr     XII. 
Sir, 

IBefecch  you  tefcrve  your  counfcl  for  thofe  who  are  not  as  yet  re- 
folved  y  and  go  perfwade  the  Count  Maurice  to  marry,  and  beget  Ca- 
ptains for  another  age.  As  for  me,  I  love  both  folicarinefs  and  fociety, 
burwill  not  be  continually  tied  to  cither.  If  my  Father  had  been  of 
my  minde,  1  had  remained  where  I  was  before  he  got  me.  I  imagine 
the  party  you  delire  to  beftow  on  me,  is  fair ',  but  fiay  awhile ,  and  fhe 
will  not  be  fo  :Shc  is  no  fool  j  but  happily  more  witty  then  is  nece5a- 
ry  for  an  honcft  woman  to  be :  She  is  rich ,  but  my  liberty  is  unprizea- 
blc.  So  as  to  make  me  alter  my  refolution,  there  is  no  other  means  then 
anexprefs  commandment  ftom  God,  with  this  propofition,  cither  of 
death,  or  a  wife.  Thofe  creatures  at  Vnris  are  ordinarily  fo  cunning, 
and  well  praftifcd,  the>  finde  nothing  ftrange  the  firft  night  they  are 
married  :  and  here,  they  have  not  wit  enough  to  give  their  bodies  right 
motion  i  but  in  all  places  they  make  men  alike  miferable ,  as  do  Vea^ 
'venyivavj  or  Povrrtj/.  To  tell  you  freely  how  the  matter  (lands  ;  I 
will  not  dayly  difturb  my  ftlf  in  telling  my  MiflrelTes  hairs,  for  fear  fhe 
fhould  bcftow  them  as  favours  upon  her  familiars ',  or  to  be  jealous  left 
all  the  women  who  come  to  fee  her,  were  young  men  difguifcd.  •  I 
cannot  endure,  that  in  my  abfence  fhe  and  her  gallant  drink  to"  the 
health  of  their  Cuckold,  and  that  I  be  the  fubjeft  of  all  their  chat.  And 
on  the  other  fide,  it  were  far  worfe,  were  fhe  chafle,  yet  a  fcowld,  and 
to  be  troubled  with  an  enemy  to  aflfault  me  day  and  night.  I  rather 
affeft  a  tradable  vice,  then  a  tyrannical  virtue :  But  if  there  be  any 
other  remedy,  I  will  not  be  reduced  to  fuch  ftraights,  as  to  chuie  the 
leaft  of  evils  s  fince  there  is  not  any  of  this  nature,  I  cfleem  not  nnfuf- 
fcrable.  In  a  word  Phitander ,  my  Neighbours  example  doth  not  a 
little  terrific  me*. he  hath  begotten  fo  many  dumb, blinde, and  de- 
formed creatures,  he  is  able  to  furnifh'a  rcafonable  Hofpital.    I  will  not 
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be  bound  to  love  Monfters,  becaufe  rhey  are  mine  ,  and  were  I  alTured 
Jiotto  be  dcfeftivein  this  kinde,  I  cODld  well  forbear  having  children  » 
who  if  they  be  wicked,  will  defire  tny  death  h  if  wife  ,expeft  it ,  if  the 
honcfteft  living,  yet  will  they  now  and  then  rcfl^d;  upon  it.  But  ic  may 
be  (you  will  ray)if  my  rcfolution  were  generally  received,the  Sea  (hculd 
be  no  longer  charged  with  ftiios ,  and  the  Land  would  become  defcrc. 
To  this  Thi/ahdcr  I  anfwer,that  fincc  the  world  is  not  always  ro  endure, 
icwere  far  better  to  have  virtue  become  its  Catafirophe  ^  then  any 
thing  clfc  ;  fmce  it  cannot  findc  a  more  fair  and  honcft  concIufion,thcn 
a  general  abflinence  in  this  kinde. 

The  7 . 0/ April  1 625 .  B  A  L  2  A  C 


To  Philander /row  Balzac. 
Letter     XIII- 

Since  thefe  be  the  particular  dayes  appointed  for  Devotion:  we  being 
now  in  thefeafon  ofpublick  Eccleliaftical  mourning,  and  it  import- 
ing every  man  to  apply  himfelf  in  the  affairs  of  his  confcicnccjyou  mufl 
cxcufe  me,  if  I  be  fhort  in  my  converfation  with  you  in  this  kinde,  and 
keep  all  my  difcourfe  for  my  Confeflbr.  It  were  (Irange  we  fhould 
herein  do  lefs  then  the  Bells,  who  are  now  all  dumb, or  trouble  the 
commerce  contraded  between  God  and  man,  oncly  to  tell  idleftories. 
Let  us  therefore  (I  pray  you)  furceafc  all  forts  of  news,  and  not  mingle 
any  prophane  matter  with  this  holy  week,  which  dcfireth  to  be  as  pure 
as  a  Virgin.  The  high  Fcafl  we  are  falling  upon,  will  fct  us  at  libctty, 
after  which,  indead  of  three  Letters  you  have  written  unco  me*  I  am 
contented  to  return  you  fixanfwcrs. 
On  Goodfriday.  B  A  l  2  A  c. 


To  the  fame  from  Balzac 

Letter     XIV. 

YOur  plaints  are  both  right  eloquent,  and  very  un)ufl :  I  can  at  leaft 
well  affurc  you,  my  thoughts  arc  not  fo  often  here,  as  where  you 
are,  and  if  my  Letters  come  not  fofar,ic  is  becaufe  they  can  finde 
none  to  carry  them.  But  by  thefe  prcfents  I  purpofe  rather  to  rejoyce 
with  you  for  the  recovery  of  your  health,  then  to  afflift  my  fcif  unfca- 
fonabiy.  Things  part  are  to  be  reckoned  as  nothing,  and  what  hap- 
pened yeftcrday,  is  as  far  from  us  as  the  life  of  charUma'm,    where- 

G  4  fore 
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fore,  I  who  have  a  perlctt  experience  of  worldly  affairs,  would  as  foqn 
comfort  you  for  the  lots  you  received  by  the  death  of  your  great 
Grandfather ,  (fo  many  years  dead  before  you  were  born)  as  for  the 
late  danger  of  your  Fcavcr ,  fmce  ic  is  now  gone.     The  beft  is ,  the 
Phificians  have  not  fo  far  exhauftcd  you ,  but  there  yet  remains  bloud 
fufficienr,  to  bcftow  pare  thereof  in  your  Miftrcfles  fervice,  and  to  fill 
the  World  with  your  offences  *,  fo  long  as  the  mines  of  your  head  may 
be  repaired ,  and  your  beauty  budd  again  with  the  next  Rofcs ,  there 
is  nothing  loft  hitherto  *,  but  indeed  if  inflead  of  your  former  head, 
you  carried  the  figure  of  a  rofty  Murrion,  or  rotten  Pumpian,  I  fhould 
much  pitty  you  in  fuch  a  plight,  and  would  prefently  add  you  to  the 
number  of  decayed  buildings.     Now  when  all  is  done  FhUander ,  it  is 
but  a  little  water  and  earth  mingled  together  ,  we  ftudy  to  conferve 
with  all  the  maximes  of  wifedom,  and  all  the  rules  of  Phifick-     Let 
usreflcAI  pray  you  ,  upon  onr  better  part »  and  hereafter  labour  as 
well  to  cure  our  felves  of  Vice ,  as  of  the  Feaver.     It  is  that  image  of 
God  we  defaced  by  our  own  hands ,  we  ought  to  repair  j  and  our  firfl 
innocency  is  the  thing  it  behoveth  us  to  afk  at  his  hands ,  rather  theii 
our  former  health.     For  my  part,  lamabfolutely  refolved  to  lead  a 
new  life  5  and  to  take  no  other  care  but  for  my  Souls  health  ,  and  to 
procure  the  fame  for  others.   And  truely  it  were  far  better  to  confc- 
crate  this  great  Eloquence  of  ours  to  his  glorie ,  who  gave  it  us ,  then 
to  imploy  it  in  commending  fools ,  and  in  making  our  felves  to  be 
praifed  among  Children.     The  P.  S.  whom  happily  you  know  ,  and 
who  hath  one  of  the  beft  ,  and  moft  polite  wits  of  all  his  company, 
confirms  me  all  he  can  in  this  my  defign,  and  every  hour  of  his  com- 
pany is  as  much  to  me ,  as  eight  dayes  of  reformation  ;  yet  is  he  not  a 
man  who  profelTeth  that  pale  virtue  which  affrighteth  all  men  ,  and  is 
incompatible  with  humane  infirmities :  but  quite  contrary ,  he  flattcr- 
eth  me  in  reprehending  my  errours  ,  and  inftead  of  the  pennance  I 
defervc ,  he  is  contented  to  cnjoyn  me  honeft  recreations.  Your  bro- 
ther will  tell  you  more  about  eight  dayes  hence  ,  and  will  give  you 
an  accompt  both  of  my  aftions  and  intentions  •,  believe  him^s  truth  it 
felf  *,  and  befides,  afTure  your  ftlf  further  upon  my  word  ,  he  is  worth 
fomc  Doftor  and  an  half  ^  and  hath  $  good  wit,  without  fpeaking  of  his 
zeal  and  virtue. 

The  IT.  of /i-  BALZAC. 
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To  Olyflipa/row^  B  A  L  z  A  c. 

L   E    T    T    E     R       X  V.     . 

IA'm  much  troubled  to  finde  the  caufe  of  your  tears  j  co  impute  them 
to  the  death  of  your  Huiband,  is  happily  but  the  bare  pretext.    It  is 
not  to  be  iraa>»ined  that  death  which  caufcth  the  moft  bcautifull  things 
to  become  ofFcnfiTe  to  the  dayes  brightnefs ,  and  afFrighccth  thole  who 
formerly  admired  them »   (hould  make  that  rAan  pleafing  unto  you,who 
was  never  fo  to  any.     Yet  you  feem  with  him  to  have  loft  all,  and  do  fo 
cunningly  counterfeit  the  affliftcdjlcan  hardly  believe  what  I  fee: 
Canit  bcpoflible,  youfhould  be  thus  pcftered  to  fupport  your  good 
fortune  vfith  patience,  or  be  really  fo  (orrowfuU  for  the  lofs  of  a  poor 
gouty  fellow,  for  whofe  over- long  living  I  fhould  rather  have  thought 
it  fit  to  comfort  you  ?  But  if  this  be  not  thus,  what  do  you  with  all  this 
great  mourning,  wherein  you  plunge  your  felf ,  and  this  mid- night  ne- 
ver removing  from  your  Chamber  ?  I  muft  confefs  1  was  never  more 
aflonifhed,  then  to  finde  fuch  an  Equipage  of  fadnefs  about  you ,  ac- 
companied with  fuch  elaborate  anions  ,  and  fo  conftrained  counte- 
nances *,  and  without  jefting  Olympx  ,  (after  this  I  have  feen)  there  rc- 
maineth  nothing  /or  the  fiill  expreflion  of  a  fained  paflfion  ,  but  onely 
to  wear  black  fmocks ,  and  to  be  attended  by  Moors,    Yet  is  it  time, 
or  never  to  return  to  your  right  fences ,  and  to  conclude  your  Come- 
dy ,  let  me  intreat  you  to  leave  off  all  thefe  fower  faces  to  fools.     Cad 
off  this  black  vail  which  hinders  me  from  feeing  you,  and  confider 
that  five  foot  of  ground  ,  is  worth  you  two  thoufand  pounds  by  the 
year.     To  raife  (uch  a  rent,  the  revenues  of  half  fome  Kingdom  were 
hardly  fufficicnt  >  nor  can  you  tax  me  for  not  fpeaking  herein  the 
truth  ,  fince  1  have  it  from  your  own  mouth.     Is  it  not  almoft  incre- 
dible, fo  fmall  a  corner  of  earth ,  ftiould  yield  fo  large  a  revcnew.    I 
doubt  not  but  divers  will  fuppofe  it  bears  Pearls  or  Diamonds.     But  I 
had  almoft  forgot  the  moft  important  bufmefs  I  am  to  impart  unto 
you,  and  whereupon  I  firft  intended  to  write.     I  muft  therefore  fay » 
you  are  to  have  a  fpccial  care  ,  never  to  repair  the  lofs  you  have  lately 
received ,  afluring  your  felf  there  is  no  one  man  in  the  World  worthy* 
to  enjoy  you  priyatively :  you  ftiall  be  anfwerable  for  thofe  excellent 
qualities  Nature  fe  Art  have  conferred  upon  you  for  the  commanding  of 
men,if  you  fay  you  cannot  live  without  fubmitting  your  felf  to  one. Here- 
in Olympa,  you  ought  not  fuffcr  the  vain  ambition  to  be  wife  to  a  greac 
Signiour  to  tranfpott  you ,  or  the  advantage  of  cntrlng  into  the  Looirr 
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,    in  Carroch,  to  caufeyoia  quit  the  happlnefs  you  have  to  be  Queen  of 

,    your  fclf.     How  much  Gold  foever  one  beftow  in  fetters,  and  how  glo- 

(   rious  foever  the  fervitude  be,  yet  aflfure  your  fclf  rhey  are  but  a  couple 

'    of  bad  matters.     Of  lare  there  was  not  a  ny  part  of  your  body,  whereof 

another  was  not  mafler,  he  would  ex^aminc  your  very  dreams  and 

thoughts ;  It  was  not  in  your  power  to  difpofc  of  onednglc  hair,  nay  he 

robbed  you  of  your  yery  name.     See  here  O^ywp^t,  what  it  is  to  have  a 

!    Hufband,  and  whatyou  torment  your  fr  If  for  with  fuch  prodigal  teiirs. 

j   Me  thinks  it  were  all  you  could,  or  ougUc  to  do  were  he  revived  ^  or  if 

I   the  news  of  his  death  were  doubtfull. 

Tbe  32.  o/July  1^22.     ,  r>ms^    B  A  l  z  A  C. 

To  Cryfolita  from  Balzac. 

Letter     XVL 

IMuflneedsdifabureyouCr;/?;/?^^,  and  inform  you  better  in  theHi- 
flory  of  that  old  Haxtru^y ou  fuppofed  to  be  a  very  Saint.  Firft, 
you  arc  to  underfland,  flic  is  extrafted  out  of  her  Mothers  fins,  nor  was 
ever  any  Virginity  fo  britle,  as  that  fhe  brought  into  this  World.  It  is 
very  likely  fhe  hath  loft  all  remembrance  of  any  fuch  matter :  But  peo- 
ple of  thofe  dayes^ftick  not  openly  to  affirm,  that  the  firft  time  fhe  had 
liberiy  to  go  abroad,  (at  her  coming  homc^  flie  mift  her  Gloves  and 
Maiden- head.  After  this,  her  beauty  augmenting  with  riper  year?, 
fhe  drew  the  eyes  of  all  Italy  u^ox\  her;  and  fold  that  fifry  times  ac 
Court,  fhe  had  formerly  loft  at  School :  But  fmce  then,  fhe  is  arrived  to 
an  experience,  farfurpaflingthatof  the  Lord  Chancellour,or  thePopfs 
Datary :  &  when  I  fhall  tell  you,  flic  knoweth  whether  there  be  more 
pleafurc  in  a  circumcifed  Courtizan  ,  then  in  aChriftian  *,  and  that  fhe 
hath  experienced  theaftivity  of  Indians  and  Mufcovites ,  yet  fliall  I  re- 
late but  half  the  ftory.  So  it  is,  that  now  after  flic  hath  ^Wcd  Limbo 
with  her  paricidial  leachery ,  and  been  three-fcore  years  a  Leftorefs  in 
vice,  flie  would  make  you  confident  of  her  converfion  :  Yet  am  I  credi- 
bly informed ,  that  not  having  now  any  thing  worth  the  lofing ,  flie  is 
turned  Solicitref?  ,  to  entice  others  to  vice  j  nor  is  there  any  chaftity 
fiin  cfcape  her ,  if  it  take  not  fanftuary  in  the  Carmelites.  She  cannot 
endure  there  fhould  be  one  honeft  Woman  in  the  whole  Cirrc  j  this  an- 
gering her  as  much,  as  though  flie  robbed  her,  or  had  declared  her  felf 
tier  enemy.  Yet  is  this  the  Saint  you  fo  much  talk  of  CryfoUta ,  and 
the  very  fame  old  Madame,  from  whom  you  promifed  me  fo  many  mi- 
racles. Now  I,  who  know  her  very  heart,  write  unto  you  ,  what  h'eve- 
aftcr  you  ought  to  believe ;  for  let  her  make  what  fliew  flic  will,  yet  I 

know 
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know  die  is  as  far  from  her  converfion,  as  from  her  youth.  The  Capu* 
chins  themfclves  eould  not  caufc  her  to  pafs  her  word  to  torn  honeft 
Woman  the  nexc  grand  Jubile  h  for  inflead  of  a  better  anfwer,fhe  plain- 
ly told  them,  flie  had  not  as  yet  difpatched  her  bufmefs,  and  could  well 
ftay  till  another ,  which  will  happen  about  eight  and  twenty  years 
hence. 

From  Rome  the  5 .  of  B  A  l  z  A  c. 

February  1 622, 


To  Clorlnddi  from  Balzac. 

Letter     XVII, 
clorinday 

F&t  that  I  am  not  in  your  conceit  fufficiently  punifhed  with  my 
Feaveryjou  belike  think  it  fitting,  I  fhould  yet  be  further  afflided 
with  Love'y  fo  as  there  is  nothing  wanting  to  end  my  good  fortune, 
butonelya  law  (uitcand  a  quarrel.  In  this  very  place ,  defigned  for 
repofe  and  joy,  1  continually  barn,  I  tell  each  hour,  and  my  dreams  are 
full  of  diflraftions.  Yet  after  all  this  ,  you  fuppafe  you  much  oblige 
me  in  wifhing  me  every  night  good  reft,  as  though  it  were  not  in  your 
power  to  give  it  me.  I  had  once  a  Maftcr  of  your  humour  :  he  had 
means  enough  t«  procure  my  advancement ,  yet  he  fuppofed  it  fufli- 
cient  to  wifh  me  well,  and  that  I  ought  to  reft  fatisfied,  fo  long  as  he 
faid,  I  deferved  a  good  fortune.  I  know  not  whether  it  be  your  in- 
tention to  ufe  me  in  this  manner  J'but  howfoever  I  cannot  take  it  ill, 
though  you  mock  me,  lince  you  do  it  fo  handfomely.  Advife  me  if 
you  think  good,  to  fcek  for  a  quiet  life  in  Germany  j  caft  me  headlong 
downfome  Cliffe,  and  then  fay  God  guide  me  ;  wifh  me  a  good  night 
out  of  your  Cfaamber,  all  this  concerns  not  meCLoriida.  If  I  receive 
injuries  from  you,  I  am  no  longer  in  ftate  to  take  notice  of  them.  Yet 
I  fliould  think  you  might  be  fomewhat  more  (enfiblc  of  my  forrows, 
and  at  leaft  to  fhew  your  felf  pictifuU  towards  me ,  though  you  referve 
your  aflfeftions  for  fome  othei^  It  is  no  generous  a<ft  to  kill  a  fjck  per- 
fon,  there  is  not  any  fo  common  a  Qjack-falvcrbutcan  do*as  much. 
And  in  conclufion  Clorinda,  all  the  honour  you  will  attain  unto  here- 
in after  my  death ,  is  onely  to  have  had  fome  fmall  force  more  then  my 
lingering  Feaver. 

Jnmj  bed  the  10  fie  "     .        ^  Balzac 

ffw;  Feaver. 


r 
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Amher  Letter  to  Clor'mda  from  Balzac. 

Le  T  T  E  R    XVIII. 

WE  are  not  feperatcd  cicher  by  Seas  or  Mountains :  your  lodging 
and  mine  couch  ,  yet  findc  I  it  an  impoflibility  to  (ee  you. 
If  you  were  at  fapan ,  or  in  the  Kingdona  of  China ,  I  would  rcfolvc 

,1  my  felf  for  thofe  places ,  and  I  fhould  finde  fome  Bark,  or  other  bound 
for  that  voyage:  think  nod  difl'emble,  there  is  not  any  fhelvein  all 
the Sea^  nor  hazard  to  undergo  in fo dangerous  a  voyage,  whereof  I 
have  not  lefs  apprchenfion  ,  then  the  meeting  this  little  brother  of 
yours.  But  it  may  be  it  is  your  felf ,  who  make  thefc  difficulties ,  I 
fuppofe,  to  arife  elfcwhere.  You  are  glad  you  want  no  pretext ,  on 
purpofe  to  vex  me  when  you  plcafe.  If  it  be  (o  Clorinda. ,  let  me  be 
fo  much  obliged  unto  you  ,  as  to  conceal  it.  I  had  far  rathtr  be  de- 
ceived ,  then  know  the  truth  to  my  prejudice :  Either  my  company  is 
trouble fom  unto  you ,  or  you  refer ve  your  favours  for  fome  other 
friend.     Howfoever,  I.  am  contented  to  believe  your  Mother  is  fick, 

'  and  that  yovi  cannot  quit  her  Chamber :  there  are  no  excufes  fo  coun- 
terfeit, I  accept  not  for  currant,  fo  long  as  they  relieve  my  fpirits : ' 
Confidering  the  power  you  have  over  me ,  it  is  a  fmall  matter  to  fatif-' 
fieyourfelf  in  making  me  conceive  the  bed.  Yet  rauft  I  thank  you 
Clorinday  for  violating  Juftice  fo  formerly  ,  and  faining  reafons  with 
purpofe  to  crre  punftually.  By  this  means  you  will  not  fuffcr  me  fo 
much  as  to  fee  m  miferable,  and  you  cozen  me  fo  cunningly,  I  can 
neither  bemoan  my  felf ,  nor  bcfhrew  you.     Yet  is  it  irapoflible  I  p?n 

'  forever  conceal  ray  fenfibilities:  What  violence  foever  I  offer  to  my 
humour ,  it  can  no  longer  be  contained.  To  be  fhort  Clor'mda  ,  if 
you  loved  me  as  you  fay  ,  you  would  not  live  with  me  in  the  fafhion 
you  do  y  but  I  fhould  receive  from  you  real  favours ,  not  vain  appear- 
ances ;  and  fay  what  you  will ,  we  fliall  meet  alone  once  in  our  lives : 
I  befeech  you  let  not  this  word  affright  you ,  for  if  any  fhould  finde  us 
in  this  manner ,  none  will  imagine  we  confpire  againfl  the  Kj^ng ,  or 
fafpeft  I  read  Mailed  to  you.     Innocent  adtions  carry  their  warrant 

'  ^ith  them,  nor  is  there  any  neceflity  that  two  cannot  be  together 
without  making  a  third.  Believe  me  Clmnda,  if  we  fhutour  felves 
for  three  hours  into  a  private  Chamber ,  the  moft  flanderous  will  one- 
ly  imagine,  I  either  let  you  fee  the  errours  you  arc  in ,  or  that  you  acl? 
niinVftcr  fome  Medicine  unto  me  for  my  Feaver, 

^t.      .    A    -.  BALZAC. 

The  i^- April 

.    1620, 

TO 
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To  Clorinda  from  Balzac. 
Letter     XIX. 

IKnow  not  whether  I  fhould  term  ir  flackntrs,  or  patience,  the  fmali 
rcfiftancc  1  make  againft  the  difpltaturts  yc  u  do  me  *,  it  may  be,  yoa 
arc  refolvcd  to  Ice  how  far  my  hdtlity  wilUxrend,  and  to  extort  the 
utmc  ft  proofs  thereof:  yet  is  it  better  Cloimda  to  endure  injoftice,  then 
toaftit,and  tobe  rather  the  Martyr,thtn  ilic  Tyrant.    Shcwycurwit, 
1  befeechyou.by  infli^ing  dayly  new  torments  up(  n  me,  and  avoid  all 
occafions  of  obliging  me,  wiih  as  much  care  as  1  letk  thofe  to  ferve  ycu. 
I  have  prepared  my  Ipirits  agair  ft  allihe  bad  ccturrcnis  can  happen  ihac 
way.  There  is  nothing  I  cannot  endure,il  it  a  n  ts  frcm  ycu^ycur  flight- 
ing me  oneiy  exctptcd  :  But  hef tin  I  muft  tell  yt  u,  1  am  fo  tender,  as  I 
am  wounded  with  the  leaft  touch.    1  would  not  purchafe  the  Kjrgs  ii- 
vour,  iL|hc  affoard  it  me  in  icufh  teimi ',  nor  would  I  accept  of  his 
Graces  ,  were  I  forced  to  gain  them  with  the  forgoing  the  thing  I  affcd 
more  then  his  Kingdom.  Ycu  ur.dtiftanj  medfhciently  what  1  mean 
hereby,  and  the  juft  cccafion  1  have  to  ccn  plain',  hut  ftill  you  will 
have  me  in  the  wrong ,  nor  do  I  dcubr,  but  ycu  will  accufe  me  of  your 
crime  :  But  fpeak  truely,  have  you  no  apprthenfion,  that  he  whcm  you 
have  fo  often  injured  ,  fhall  at  length  grew  weary  ol  his  fufFerirgs,  ani 
left  he  fhould  lofe  all  fear,  together  with  his  hcptj.     You  might  con- 
fider  Clormda^  that  I  am  notpffltiVtd  with  flight  prffions,  and  how 
your  felf  hath  told  me  ere  now  j  that  if  God  fj.culd  aim  me  Wn\\  thun- 
der when  I  am  angry  5  within  four  and  t^cniy  hours  there  wculd  be 
neither  Towers  nor  Pavillions  ftanding  in  any  place  :  Wherefore  to  fc- 
cond  your  conceit;  know  fif  that  were)  one  while  the  fire  fhould  fall 
Hpon  all  jealous  perfons,  and  by  and  by  burn  all  the  Mothers  and  little 
brothers  in  a  whole  Province.     Arddcubtltls,  if  1  did  ycu  no  bar m, 
yet  would  1  put  you  into  fuch  a  fright,  ycu  fhould  be  forced  to 
hide  your  felf  under  ground  ,  and  come  to  meet  me  in  feme  Cave. 
But  I  gain  much  by  thcfc  glorious  brags ,  or  by  my  fee  ming  feverity  : 
I  alTurc  my  felf,  you  mock  me  and  my  threats.     It  is  long  fmce  I  have 
fliewcd  you  the  way  how  to  catch  me  ,  and  ycu    know  the   means 
how  to  reduce  mc  to  my  form.er  duty :  I  mift  confefs  I  am  not  of 
fufhcient  force  to  conteft  with  Clomda  :  her  kifTes  have  power  to 
cxpell  all  fplecn,  even  out  of  ihefpirit  of  an  Italian  Ti'wce,  {or  the 
grcateft  injury  can  be  offered   him.    Nay  ,  they  would  force  tht 
Duke  de  Main  to  forfake  His  Armsin  thchotttftof  his  Martiall  con- 
fli^s :  Wherefore  I  pray  you,  let  us  agree  upon  a  bufinefs ,  which  oi 
ncctfTity  muft  be  concluded  :  how  difadvmtagious  foever  the  peace 
be  I    treat   of  with  you,  yet  ftiall  I  at  all  times  gain  that  which 

other- 


^ 
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othcrwifc  I  fhould  lofc  in  your  a bfe nee.     I  have  therefore  prcfcnted 
my  complainrs,  with  purpofc  to  receive  fatisfa<^ions :  lam  angry  onely 
to  the  end  you  may  apptafe  me.     I  will  tell  you  to  morrow,  that  I 
am  come  lo  oblige  you,  to  rake  the  pains  to  receive  me. 
Then,  of  Aprils  620.  BALZAC. 


To  Clonndsi  from  Balzac. 

Letter     XX. 

I  See  well  clomda,  I  do  but  lofe  my  labour,  and  that  it  were  an  caficr 
matter  to  return  Ice  into  Coales,  then  to  kindle  loTe  in  you:  All  I 
can  fay,  makes  no  imprcffion  in  your  thoughts ,  you  will  not  fo  much 
ashearreafon,  bccaureitreftcthonmyfidc.  V/cW  Clorinday  I  rauft 
refoive  my  felf  forrhe  worfl:  of  events,  and  ftay  the  rime  till  jMpr  wrin- 
kles afFoard  me  revenge  for  all  the  wrongs  you  have  done  me.  Think 
not  fhis  tyrannical  power  oftyour  beauty,  will  lafk  to  the  Worlds  end. 
Time  which  overturneth  Empires,  and  prefcribeth  limits  to  all  things, 
will  ufc  you  as  it  doth  the  reft  of  fair  workmanfhips.  1  pray  have  pa- 
tience, if  I  caki  u}:)on  me  to  tell  you  this  bad  news  j  for  J  am  not  to  day 
in  the  humour  ro  flatter  any.  Though  it  would  raile  cholcr  m  ynu,  yet 
muft  I  fay,  you  will  grow  ftale ,  and  be  then  no  more  what  you  now  are. 
I  doubt  noc  of  your  fights  when  you  rcfleft  upon  this  change  ,  or  that 
your  very  imagination  is  not  fenfible  of  fome  forrow  ;  yet  fhad  this  hap- 
pen clonnda^  there  is  noran  hour  palFeth,  which  impaires  not  fome  part 
of  your  face.  But  the  rime  will  come,  when  your  Looking-glafs  will 
more  fcare  you,  then  a  Judge  doth  a  Fellon:  your  fore-head  v»illflie 
to  the  Crown  of  your  head ;  your  cheeks  will  fall  beneath  your  chinne, 
and  your  eyes  of  thofc  dayes,  (hall  turn  cf  the  fame  colour  your  lips  are 
at  this  hour.  I  could  willingly  wifh  out  of  my  love  unto  you,  my  rela- 
tion were  not  fo  true  as  it  is.  But  (incc  I  have  quitted  all  complacency, 
there  is  no  means  to  make  me  filent.  Clonnda,  the  Sun  is  ftill  beauti- 
ful), though  ready  to  feti  and  the  Autumne  agreeabIe,though  fprinkled 
with  fome  Snow,  but  we  enjoy  no  happy  years,  bur  the  firft  of  youth  : 
And  be  as  carcfull  of  your  fclf  as  ispoflible ,  yet  can  you  nor  conlerve 
your  complexion, and  acquire  experience.  Will  you  have  me  fay 
inore,andacquaintyou  with  what  I  underftood  by  a  ftranger,  with 
whom  I  have  converfed  all  this  day  ?  You  are  to  know  there  is  not  any 
part  of  the  World  fo  remote,  which  his  curiofity  hath  not  carried  him, 
nor  rarity  in  Nature  ,  he  hath  not  carefully  obfervcd  :  He  hath  feen 
Wquntains  which  burn  perpetually  without  diminifhing  ;  he  hath  land- 
ed in  IIand5,ncvcr  rcfting  in  one  pla  -.  ?  he  hath  fcen  natural  Sea-men; 
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but  he  fwore  unto  me,  who  amorg  all  thcfe  miracles,  he  never  yet  faw 
a  beaucifull  old  Woman.  The  Moral  hereof  is ,  that  you  muft  make 
ufc  of  your  youch ,  and  gather  Nofe-gayes  before  theRofes  wither. 
None  knows  better  then  your  lelf,  that  to  be  fair,  is  to  taign  without 
having  need  either  of  Guardr,  cr  Forts.  You  fee  you  are  the  Worlds 
ambition,  no  man  defiriiig  further  happintfs  then  clorinda:  But  think 
not  to  continue  this  abfolute  authority,  or  this  general  efteem,  by  other 
means  then  you  compalTcd  them  9  and  aflure  your  felf,  that  when  you 
have  no  further  attradions  then  an  eloquent  tcngue^no  man  will  feek 
for  them  among  the  furrowes  of  your  face.  A  Woman  had  need  be 
perfedly  provided  of  virtue,  to  repair  the  mines  of  her  beauty.  AH  the 
wit  and  experience  in  the  "World  is  fruitltfs ,  when  fht  falls  into  this 
ftate,  nor  can  any  thing  hinder  her  fiom  being  hated,  butonelyto 
cfeangc  Sex.  Kcmtnibcr  ihcnCloiinda,  not  to  cxpcft  tolive,  when 
you  are  as  good  as  dead  ;  nor  do  not  fpend  that  time  in  ddiberating, 
which  fhould  be  imployed  in  doing.  You  are  now  of  years  both  to 
give,  and  receive  contentment,  and  we  are  in  the  Moneth  ,  wherein 
each  Creature  turneth  amorous  j  net  excepting  Lions^Tygers ,  or  Phi- 
lofophers.  I  intreat  you  therefore,  not  tofhcw  your  felf  the  fole  in- 
fcnfible  creature  iri  the  World  :  fuffer  your  felf  to  be  convinced  by  rea- 
fon,  fmce  you  cannot  refifl  the  fame  but  to  your  own  difadvantage  r 
You  have  nofubjeft  to  be  fufpicious  of  what  I  fay-,  for  I  advife  you  to 
nothing  C/on«^<7,  wherein  I  wouid  not  willingly  joyn  with  you  in  the 
accomplifhmcnt. 

TheS.ofMzy  1620,  BAlZAc. 


Another  Letttrto  Clorinda/row;  Balzac.  * 
Letter    XXI. 

CLorln^a^  your  Religion  muft  needs  be  amifs,  otherwife  I  Hiould  fee 
you  now  and  then  at  Church :  But  1  think  it  were  an  eafier  matter 
to  convert  a  whele  Nation,  then  to  difpofc  ycuto  give  me  contenr* 
The  caufc  why  you  perfift  in  your  own  opinion,  is,  becaufe  it  is  oppo- 
fite  to  mine.  Well  then,  I  muft  dep^t  without  fpeaking  with  you, 
and  am  barred  from  affoarding  to  my  affcdion,  what  good  manners 
would  have  cxaftcd  of  me,  though  I  had  not  loved  you :  Truely  I  know 
not  in  what  manner  to  fuffer  fo  wounding  a  difpleafure,  nor  am  I  (0 
well^kcquainted  with  my  felf,  as  to  pafs  my  word  for  him  I  fpeak  of  in 
this  occafion.  All  I  can  fay  unto  you  Clorinda^x^^thit  the  onely  way  to 
rid  me  out  of  my  pain,  is  to  perform  the  thing  I  have  fo  often  propofcd 
unto  you,  and  to  make  your  felf  capable  of  a  flrong  rcfolution.  Never 
did  any  Prince  cnccrprifc  a  more  glorious  voyage,  then  mine  fhall  be. 

if 
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if  you  Will  make  one :  and  trucly,  I  fee  not  why  you  fhould  make  arty 
difficulty  herein ,  the  longer  yoar  journey  is,  the  further  fhall  you  be 
removed  froti^  ryranny.  Ic  is  a  Monftcr  you  ought  to  fly  from,  even 
to  the  Worlds  end ^  and  with  whom  to  be  in  peace ,  is  dangerous :  Will 
you  fear  to  come  into  the  Countrcy  of  Comedies ,  Painting,  and  Mu- 
iick  ,  or  into  a  place  where  Women  arc  by  many  as  highly  efteemed 
as  Saints i  without  flattering  you,  I  muft  affirm  ,  you  fhall  feeni 
over  muchro  negltft  your  own  quiet,  if  you  let  flip  lo  favourale  an  oc 
cafion  CO  procure  it.  It  is  time  Cloiinda,  you  make  it  appear  what  you 
are,  and  that  we  begin  the  Hiflorie  of  our  adventures.  If  you  Jove, 
all  things  will  be  cafie  for  you ;  there  is  no  more  difficulty  to  paife  the 
\Alpes,  then  to  go  up  into  your  Chamber:  Nor  doubt  you  that  the  Sea- 
waters  will  become  fwcet,  if  you  be  not  fatisficd  in  that  they  be  fmooth- 
But  1  am  much  affraid  I  fliall  not  receive  from  you  thefatisfadion  I  cx- 
peft.  You  will  tell  me  (as  you  ufe)  we  muft  let  Nature  work ,  and  that 
fhe  will  foon  revenge  us  of  our  enemies.  I  fuppofe  cLorinda  ,  all  this 
may  happen  ,  but  it  is  no  rcafon  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  the  Tyrants 
death  for  our  liberty,  but  to  our  own  refolutions. 

Thego.of/ftv) 

1^20.  BALZAc. 


To  Lydia  from  Balzac. 

Letter     XXH. 

I  Am  almofl  mad  to  underfland  thou  were  feen  laugh  to  day.  Is  this 
true  love  Lydia  to  be  merry  in  ray  abfence  ?  and  to  be  the  fame  wo- 
man thou  art ,  when  I  am  with  thee  ?  Yet  fliould  I  have  been  fatisfied, 
hadft  thou  been  contented  onely  to  have  made  thy  felf  merry  with 
thy  looking- glafs,  fo  the  roan  in  iron  had  not  been  in  ray  place.  I  ne- 
ver faw  him  but  once,  and  furely  he  is  either  a  Sot,  or  elfe  all  the  rules 
of  Pbyffognomy  are  faUe  :  yet  becaufc  he  calls  himfelf  Captain,  thou  per-- 
mits  him  to  pcrfecute  thee  with  his  complements ,  and  art  at  the  point 
to  yield.  If  he  touch  thee  Lydia,  all  the  water  in  the  Sea  i^ittle 
enough  to  purifie  thee  *,  and  if  thou  allowed  him  the  reft,  have  a  care , 
leafl  in  his  Heepyhe  take  thee  for  an  Snemy^  wd  indead  of  his  imbraces, 
rtrangle  thee. 

Tt 


I 
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To  the  Baren  ef  Amhlowik  from  Balzac. 
Letter     XXII  L 

t3/y  Lord, 

Attend  you  here  in  the  fcafon  of  fafmins  and  T^ftSt  and  do  fend 
_you  a  taftc  of  the  plcafurcs  of  Rome ,  for  fear  you  be  poyfoncd  there- 
with, upon  your  firft  approach.  We  are  here  in  the  Coumrcy  of  cu- 
rioficies,  and  to  be  happy  in  this  place  ,  it  fufficeth  not  to  be  blinde. 
The  San  hath  yet  heat  enough  to  ripen  us  Realms  ,  and  to  afFoard  us 
Flowers :  all  the  p^'mter  falls  upon  the  neighbouring  Mountains,  to  the 
end  we  may  not  want  Snovp  in  Augufi.  But  if  you  defire  I  fhQuld  di- 
vert my  difcourfe  unto  more  fetious  matters,  and  conceal  nothing  from 
you :  1  muft  rcli  you,  there  is  no  place  under  Heaven ,  where  l^irtue  is 
fo  near  a  Neighbour  to  ricf, or  where  good  is  fo  mingled  with  Evil: 
We  here  behold  miracles  on  the  one  fide,  and  monfters  on  the  other; 
and  at  the  fame  time  when  fome  Difcipline  thcmfclvcs ,  others  run  to 
debauches  of  all  kindes.Bcfidcs,there  is  as  profound  a  peace  here, as  in 
ihat  part  of  the  Air  elevated  above  the  mndcs  and  Sto-ms.  idlcncfi  m 
this  place  ,  is  an  honcft  mans  ordinary  vocation  •,  and  to  fave  half  the 
World  5  ro  man  will  rife  haftily  from  Table ,  for  fear  of  troubling  di- 
gcftion.  If  you  chance  to  fee  any  with  fkars  in  their  faces,  do  not 
thereupon  imagine  they  have  purchafed  them  either  in  Wars,  or  in  de- 
fence of  their  honour  ,  for  thefe  are  onely  their  MiftrelTcs  favours  \  but 
in  recompence  ot  fuch  refradtoty  humours ,  you  fliall  fee  that  here  ,  the 
fandiity  whereof  doth  illuftrate  the  whole  Church.  Ic  is  their  fervent 
prayers  which  impetrate  all  advantages  over  Enemies :  It  is  their  faft- 
ings  which  caufe  fruitfulnefs  to  flow  apon  the  Earth :  It  is  their  inno- 
cency  which  confctveth  the  culpable  from  Eternal  ruin.  In  a  word, 
there  are  here  fuch  excellent  examples  oi  Virtue,  znA  fo  intifing  allure- 
ments to  y^icr^  that  I  will  not  marvel  if  you  turn  honeft  man  here,  and 
I  will  likewile  willingly  pardon  you,  if  you  do  not  fo.  Truly,  as  new 
Spain  is  the  Province  of  Gold  j  and  as  sAff-ricI^  afFoards  Lions ,  and 
Fra^ice  Souldiers  ',  fo  is  Italy  the  mother  of  thofe  things  you  befl  love. 
When  you  (hall  fee  thefe  Female  Creatures  in  their  own  Countrey,  and 
compare  their  beauty  with  the  bad  fafhion  of  the  mafculinc  Italians ,  I 
doubt  nor,  but  it  will  feem  to  you  as  well  as  to  my  felf ,  thefe  Divine 
Women  to  have  been  created  by  therafelves,  or  to  be  Queens  who 
have  married  their  Grooms.  The  moft  part  of  thofe  beyond  the 
Mounts  have  no  more  beauty  then 'needs  muft,  to  cxcufe  them  from 
being  efteemed  ugly  *,  and  if  there  be  fome  one  whofe  face  you  could 
faflcy,  this  fhall  happily  be  fome  defolate  Palace,  or  fome  well  favowed 
bcaft.    But  here  (for  the  moft  part^  they  are  born  Eloquent  ^  and  I 

H  will 
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will  tell  you  before  hand  5  that  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon,yoa  fhall 
finde  both  your  Mafler  and  ^^Mifirefi.  For  my  parr,  I  ingcnioufly  con- 
fefs,  I  do  no  longer  live  under  C^'^/^^d'i  regency,  and  ail  that  is  per- 
mitted me  in  this  place,  is  onely  fomccimcs  to  honour  her  memory.  I 
€Xped  you  (hould  at  this  palVagc  accufe  me  of  levity  and  difloyalty, 
and  that  you  could  willingly  revile  me-  But  do  you  not  rhink  my  fighs 
muft  needs  be furbarcd,  in  going  every  day  four  hundred  leagues?  Bt- 
fidcs,  being  fo  far  from  her  as  I  am,  what  know  I,  whether  1  love  a 
dead  body,  or  an  Infidel.  I  have  nor  received  any  favours  from  her, 
which  arc  not  rather  marks  of  her  virtues,  then  demonftrations  of  her 
love.  And  had  fhe  lofl  all  her  hberalicy  in  chat  kinde,  fhe  could  hard- 
ly mifs  if.  I  am  therefore  ontly  obliged  to  my  word  ,not  to  her  afFe- 
aion.  And  as  for  that,  I  fhould  ovcr-efteem  her  ,  if  I  made  more  rec- 
koning thereof,  then  fomc  Pnnas  do  of  theirs,  and  I  fhould  (hew  my 
fclf  over  foperflitious,  if  I  valued  what  I  onely  whifpered  in  her  car,  to 
be  of  greater  cfficacie  then  Letters  Pattcnts  and  Edids.  It  is  a  point 
^ecid^  in  Ovids  Theology,  that  an  hundred  falfc  Oaths  from  an  amo- 
Tom  perfon,  amount  not  to  half  a  deadly  fm  ,  and  that  it  is  onely  the 
God  of  Poets  whom  we  oflFend  by  our  perjury  in  that  point.  Now  I 
will  be  judged  by  her  fclf ,  whether  I  having  beftowed  my  fervicc  upon 
her,  fhe  fhould  take  it  ill  if  another  did  reward  me  9  or  that  I  love  ra- 
ther to  be  happy,  then  otherwifc  ;  or  defire  rather  to  polTcfs  Lucretia, 
then  to  defire  Clorinda.  Will  fhe  have  her  tyranny  extend  even  to  the 
Churches  patrimony,  and  that  the  Pope  fliare  his  temporal  Authority 
with  her?  I  do  not  believe  fhe  hath  any  fuch  pretentions.  For  my  parr, 
I  wodM  fhe  knew  I  can  no  longer  behold  any  beauty  but  naked  ,  nor 
r^ive  any  but  warm  and  moifi  kilTes.  I  will  tell  you  the  led  upon  the 
banks  of  lyber^  and  in  thefe  precious  ruins  whither  I  go  to  mufc  once  a 
day,  and  to  tread  in  their  fleps  who  have  led  K^ngs  in  Triumph.  If  there 
were  any  means  there  to  finde  a  little  of  S^Z/a'j  good  fortune  ,  or  of 
Vompeu  greatnefs ,  inftead  of  the  Medals  we  now  and  then  meet  with, 
I  fhould  hare  a  farther  fubjcft  to  invite  you  hither.  Notwithftanding, 
if  you  be  yet  your  felf ,  and  that  by  folemn  vow  you  have  forfaken  the 
World,  and  the  vanities  thereof,  afTure  your  felf,  that  it  is  in  this 
Countrcy  where  felicity  doth  attend  you:  and  that  being  once  in  this 
place,  you  will  efleem  all  thofc  as  banifhed  perfons,  whom  you  have  left 
behinde  you  in  Frtnce, 

tht^S'Oi'Becm'  Balzac. 

-btr  1 621, 
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To  the  CoHfU  $fSd\Qm\xTgfrm  Balzac. 
L  ^  t  i  fc  V    X^IV. 

My  Lord, 

I  Send  you  the  papers  you  have  formerly  feen,  and  whereto  yon  ha?c 
attributed  fo  much ,  as  I  fhould  be  afhamed  to  aflcnc  cheieto,w€rc 
it  not  that  I  hold  it  lefs  prefumprion  ^p  believe  I  have  merited  th« 
Time,  then  to  imagine  lean  have  a  ilactercrof  yourfafliion.  I  had 
need  be  elevated  to  a  more  loveraign  tortunc  then  the  ftate  of  isjngs^ 
to  expeft  complacency  f(om  a  man,  who  could  never  be  procured 
to  approve  evil: and  of  whofc  disfavour,  one  can  hardly  findc other 
caufc  ,  then  the  onely  truth  he  h^th  declared.  Howfoever  ir  be, 
fince  yea  are  now  in  Ljmoftn  ,  and  t<ikc  not  any  journey,  in  ihofc 
parts,  without  having  a  thouiand  old  debates  to  reconcile  ,  and  as 
many  new  oneb  to  prevent,  it  is  very  propable,  that  after  fo  pain- 
full an  imploymcnt ,  and  fo  great  difquiet  of  minde  ,  my  book  will 
fall  into  your  hdnds  ,  jufl  at  fuch  time  as  you  cannot  6nde  any 
thing  niort  ttnious  unio  you  ,  then  what  you  come  from  treating 
of:  For  fhould  1  prefume  that  ir  your  pleafant  walks  of  Dnretal  ^ 
where  ail  your  minutes  are  pltafing  ,  and  all  your  hows  precious, 
there  could  be  any  time  fpare  lot  me,  and  my  works  j  it  were  as  much 
as  to  be  ignorant  of  the  diverfions  thtre  attending  you ;  or  not  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  great  affluence  of  noble  company,  daily  repair- 
ing thither,  to  vifite  you .  But  were  it  fo,  that  you  had  none  with  you, 
fave  onely  the  memory  of  your  fort-paffed  aftions ,  your  folitarinefs 
hath  no  need  of  books  to  make  it  more  pleating  y  nay,  if  all  this  were 
not,  yet  if  you  defirc  to  (cck  contentment  out  of  your  felf ,  you  cannot 
finde  any  more  pleating ,  then  in  the  prefence  of  your  Children ,  and 
particularly  of  that  Divine  daughter  of  yours  ,  from  whom  I  dajjy 
learn  feme  miracle.  It  is  therefore  in  her  abfence ,  and  In  folitary 
walks,  where  I  have  the  ambition  to  finde  entertainment,  and  to  re* 
ceiv<  gracious  acceptance.  In  all  other  places  (without  prefuming  ei- 
ther to  pafs  for  Oratour  or  Poet:  )  it  fhall  highly  fuificc  me  in  being 
hoiibured  with  the  alTurance  that  I  am 

My  Lord  9 
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Balzac 
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A  Letter  from  tie  'Ohiht  of  SchoAitcrg,  to  Mom- 
fienr  de  fi  a  l  z  a  9. 

Letter    XXV. 

THeftilc  you  travail  in,  cjufeth  the  Pens  of  all  fuch  who  attempt 
an  anfwer,  to  h\\  out  of  their  hands  y  an4  Eloqaence  m^yh 
properly  be  called  yours,  that  it  is  no  marvel  though  others  fcavc 
but  a  (mail  (hare  therein.  I  would  therefore  have  you  know  ,-  th.ac 
if  I  undcrftand  any  thing  in  Letters  ,  yours  do  obfeurc  whatfocvef 
hath  hitherto  been  cftecmed  of  in  our  Language  :  and  that  (witb- 
put  flattering  you  )  there  can  be  no  diverfion  fo  pleafing  ,  which 
ought  not  to  give  place  to  the  perufmg  of  thofe  Lines  you  fent  me. 
This  occupation  is  worthy  the  Cabinets  of  iO^gJ,  and  of  the  richeft 
Eare  curtins  of  France ',  and  not  fas  you  would  have  it)  of  my  fo- 
liurie  retirements  in  Ljmofiny  from  whence  I  am  ready  to  k?  gone , 
with  refolution  never  to  retire  from  the  afFeftion  I  have  promifcd 
you,  whence  you  fhall  at  all  times  draw  cfFedual  proofs ,  whenfoever 
you  pleafe  to  imploy  them  for  your  fcrvice. 

Sir, 
lhci.of7«»f  '  Jour  tnoft  affceilonate 

1^44.  fervant 

SCHOMBERG. 
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The  fourth  Book. 

To  my  Lord  Mafliall  o/Schombcrg. 
Letter    I.         "* 

Should  beinfcnfible  of  publlckgood ,  and  an  enemy  to 
France,  had  I  nor  fas  I  ought)  a  true  tafte  of  the  good 
news  your  Foot- man  brought  me.  I  will  not  mention 
the  Obligations  I  oweyou,  being  no  fmallonesjif  that 
be  not  a  flight  matter  to  be  efteemed  by  you  :  Buc 
fince  I  make  profcfTion  to  honour  virtue  even  in  the 
perfon  of  one  departed,  or  an  enemy  *,  and  at  all  times  to  fide  with  the 
right,  were  there  onely  my  fclf  and  Jufiiee  for  it,  you  may  pleafc  to  be- 
lieve, I  complain  in  your  behalf  for  the  miferies  of  our  times,and  that  I 
ana  mod  joy  full  to  fee  you  at  this  prefent,whcrc  all  the  world  mift  you: 
Certainly  your  retirement  from  Court ,  hath  been  one  of  the  fairefl  pie- 
ces of  your  life ,  during  which,  you  have  made  it  apparent  you  are  the 
fame  in  both  fortunes :  fince  I  can  witnefs,that  no  one  word  then  paflcd 
from  you  unfuitablc  to  your  refolution.  Yet  this  rare  virtue  bemg 
there  hidden ,  in  one  of  the  remote  corners  of  the  World,  having  buc 
a  very  fmall  circuit  to  dilate  ic  felf ,  muft  ncceflarily  be  contented  with 
the  fatisfaftion  of  your  confcience  and  flender  tcftimonies  :  In  the 
mean  time  the  authority  of  your  enemies  hath  been  obnoxious  to 
all  honefl  eyes.  There  was  no  means  to  conceal  from  ftrangers 
the  States  infirmities ,  or  what  reafon  to  affoard  them  for  the  dif- 
grace  of  fo  irreproachable  a  Minifter  *,  nor  was  tkcre  any  who  grie- 
ved not ,  that  by  your  abfence  the  King  lofl  fomany  hours  and  fer* 
vices.   For  my  part ,  (my lord)  rcflcfting  upon  you  in  that  eftate,  ic 
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fccmc<i  to  me  I  faw  Phidias^  or  (ome  other  ot  thofe  ancTent  Artiils,tHleir 
hands  bound,  and  their  coAly  maccriaU,  as  Marble,  Gold,  or  Ivory  ta«* 
ken  from  them.  But  now  that  bctrcr  time  mccecd,  each  thing  being 
again  reduced  to  its  place ,  it  is  time  to  rejoycc  with  all  ^ood'Fikncb 
men^  that  you  fhall  no  more  want  matter,  and  that  the  K  ^^hach  at 
length  found  how  unufefull  your  abfcnce  hath  been  to  hi*  affairs:  True- 
ly,  be  it  that  he  content  himfclf  to  govern  his  people  wifely,  or  that  the 
afBidions  of  his  poor  Neighbours  iet  near  his  hcarr,  and  that  his  fufiice 
extend  furrher  then  his  Jurifdiftion  :No  man  doubts  whatloeverhf 
d^tlh  b»r  you  fhall  be  one  of  the  principal  inftrumcnrs  of  his  defignsi 
arid  mat  as  well  Pf^^^as  ^^i^^avcequal  ufe  of  ycnr  ronduft.  All  ri(i«i 
have  well  perceived ,  you  have  nor  c  mributed  any  thing  to  the  admi- 
niflration  of  the  Kjngs  treafure,  fave  oncly  your  pure  fpirit,  to  wit,  that 
part  of  the  Soul  feparatcd  from  the  rci  rcfti  lal  part,  being  free  from  paf- 
fions,  which  reafoneth  without  either  loving  or  defiring  v  and  that  ynu 
have  managed  the  Riches  of  the  State  with  as  great  fidelity  ,  as  one 
oughr  ro  govern  another  mans  goods ,  with  as  much  care  as  you  con- 
ferve  your  own,  and  with  as  great  (cruple  as  we  ought  to  t©uch  facred 
things.  But  in  truth  it  is  no  great  glory  for  that  man  to  have  been 
taithfull  to  his  Mafter,  who  knows  not  how  to  deceive  any :  And  did  I 
believe  you  were  onely  able  to  abAain  from  ill,  I  would  barely  com- 
mend in  you  the  Commencements  of  virtue.  I  therefore  pafs  further, 
and  am  alTured,  that  neither  the  fear  of  death,  which  you  have  (lighted 
in  all  Oiapes,  and  under  the  inoft'dreadfull  afptfts  it  could  poflSbly  ap- 
pear, nor  complacency  which  often  overpaiTeth  the  bcft  Counfels ,  to 
tranfport  it  fclf  to  the  moft  pleafing  ones  •,  nor  any  private  interefl 
which  makes  us  rather  regard  our  felvcs,  then  the  Fublick ',  fhall  at  all 
hinder  you  either  from  purpofing  ,  undertaking ,  or  executing  eminent 
matters,  Pofterity  which  will  peradventure  judge  of  our  age  upon  the 
report  I  fhall  make,  will  fee  more  elfewhere  then  1  can  here  relate ,  and 
I  fliall  tcft  fuflficiently  fatisfiedjif  you  pleafe  to  do  me  the  honour,  as  to 
remember  that  mine  afFeftion  is  no  Childe  of  your  profpcrity,  and  how 
in  two  contrary  fcafons  I  have  been  equally 

My  Lord, 

Tpur  mofi  bumble  and  mo(i 
faithfuU  fcrv&nU 
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TotheBiJhop  (?/ Angoulcfmc. 

Letter    IL 
Sir, 

I  Will  no  longer  complain  of  my  povtrty,fince  you  have  fent  rac 
trcafores  of  Rofes,  Amber grecce  ,  and  Sugcr ;  it  being  of  fuch  plea- 
fing  commodities,  I  pretend  to  be  Rich,  leaving  neceiVary  wealth  to  the 
yttlgar.    Two  Elements  have  joyntly  contributed  the  bed  they  have, 
to  furnifh  matter  for  your  Liberality  \  arid  fmally  valuing  either  Gold,  or 
Pearls  as  I  do ,  I  could  wifh  for  nothing  either  from  Sea ,  or  Land  ,  I 
findc  not  among  your  prefcnts.    You  have  bcftowed  with  a  full  hand 
what  is  offered  upon  AUars^  but  fparingly,which  men  reckon  by  grains, 
and  whereof  none  (the  K  «g  of  rmni^  excepted)  is  fo  prodigal  as  your 
fclf.  In  a  wotd,  this  profufion  of  forraign  odours  you  hifve  cafl  into 
your  Comfitures,  obligeth  me  to  fpeak  as  I  do,  and  to  tell  you  if  you 
feed  all  your  flock  at  this  rare ,  there  will  not  be  any  one  in  all  your 
Diocefs,  who  will  not  cofl  you  more  by  the  day,  then  the  elephant  doth 
his  Mafter.     I  fee  therefore  Sir,  I  am  the  deartfl  Childc  you  have  un- 
der ypur  conduft,  nor  fhould  I  receive  (o  delicate  and  precious  nourifh- 
ment  from  you,  did  not  your  affcftion  force  you  to  believe  ,  my  life  to 
be  more  worth  then  ordinary,  and  confcquently ,  that  it  dcfcrvcth  more 
carefully  to  be  preferved  then  ony  other.     But  to  return  you  comple- 
ments for  fuch  excellent  things,  were  as  much  as  to  undervalue  their 
worth,  Ihould  I  flrive  to  acquic  my  felf  that  way ;  our  Langu^ie  is  too 
poor  and  unable  to  lend  me  wherewith  to  pay  you:  And  iincein  Homers 
judgement  the  words  of  the  moft  eloquent  among  the  Grecians^wcTc 
cfleemed  little  better  then  Honey,  {the  iood  of  Sbepbeards)  there  is 
fmall  probability  mine  fhould  be  comparable  to  Amhergreece  and  Suger^ 
the  delicacies  of  Trinces,    1  therefore  fear  I  fhall  be  forced  to  be  all 
my  life  time  indebted  unto  you,  for  the  favours  I  have  received  from 
you,  and  that  it  mufl  be  onely  in  my  heart,  where  I  can  be  as  liberal  as 
your  felf.    But  I  well  know ,  you  are  fo  generous,  as  to  content  your 
fclf  with  thisfecret  acknowledgement ,  and  that  in  me  you  afFcft  my 
naked  good-meaning,  which  mufl  fupply  the  place  of  thofc  other  more 
fine,  and  fubtile  virtues  I  cannot  learn  at  Court.    Truely,  as  I  expeft  no 
commendations,  being  the  fecond  perfiimes  you  prefent  me ,  in  that  I 
hold  my  felf  unworthy  thereof:  fo  do  I  fuppofe  you  cannot  refufe  me 
your  aflfeaion  ,  fince  it  is  a  kinde  of  deferving  it ,  to  be  pzflTionately 
as  I  am 
The2$.ofDff-  Sir,    Toi^r  moH humble,  and mofi 

cemb.  1625.  faiihfuU  fervwit 

Balzac 
H4  ^<» 
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To  Father  Garraffo. 

Letter     I'I  I. 
TathCYy 

YOu  have  found  the  place  whereat  I  confcfs  I  am  the  mod  eafily 
furprized,  and  to  oblige  me  to  yield,  your  Courcelie  hath  left  no- 
thingfor  your  courage  to  perform :  fince  therefore  you  imploy  all  your 
Mufes  to  require  my  fricndfhip,  and  have  already  payed  cf  your  own  •,  I 
can  no  longer  keep  it  to  my  lelf ,  but  as  another  mans  goods.  But  if 
this  were  not  fo,  my  refentments  are  not  of  fuch  value  with  me  ,  as  not 
often  to  beftow  them  upon  more  flender  confiderations  then  thofc  were 
which  produced  them  ;  nor  do  my  paflions  fo  tranfport  me  ,  but  that  I 
will  at  al]  times  remain  in  the  power  ofKcUgion  and  Ph'lofopby.  Hither- 
to I  can  defend  a  )uft  caufc,  but  in  farther  refifting  what  you  defire  ,  I 
fhould  force  right  it  felf  to  be  in  the  wrong,  were  it  on  my  fide  :  And 
out  of  bare  enmity  which  in  fomc  Common  wealths  hath  been  tolle- 
rated,  I  fhould  even  pafs  to  Tyrannic,  a  thing  odious  to  all  men.  Since 
our  lives  are  momentary,  it  is  no  reafon  our  paflions  fliould  beintmor- 
tal,  or  that  men  Ihouldgluc  themfelves  with  revenge ,  whereof  God 
hath  as  well  forbidden  the  ufe  ,  as  the  excefs.  It  is  a  thing  be  hath 
foly  referved  tohimfelf  ^  and  fince  none  but  he  truely  knoweth  how  to 
ufe  this  part  of  Juftice,  he  would  no  more  put  it  into  the  hands  of  men, 
then  he  doth  Thunder  and  Tempefts.  Let  us  therefore  flop  in  our 
firft  motions,  for  it  is  already  too  much  to  have  begun.  Let  us  not 
term  the  hardnefs  of  our  hearts, Courage:  and  if  you  have  prevented 
me  in  the  overture  of  the  peace  we  treat  of ,  repent  not  your  felf ,  fince 
you  have  thereby  bereaved  me  of  all  the  honour  there  had  been  in 
acquiring  it.  Heretofore  Magnanimity  and  Humility  might  have 
|)ecn  efleemed  two  contrary  things ,  but  fince  the  Maxims  of  Morali- 
ty have  been  changed  by  the  principles  of  Divinity  ,  and  that  Pagan 
vices  are  become  Chriflian  virtues,  there  are  even  weak  aftions  a  man 
of  courage  ought  to  pradice  j  nor  is  true  glorie  any  longer  due  to  tHofe 
who  have  triumphed  over  innocents  y  but  to  thok  ^SMartyrs  they  have 
made ,  and  to  fuch  perfons  whom  they  have  opprelTed.  But  to  pafs 
from  general  confiderations,  to  what  is  particular  between  you  and  me, 
it  Is  no  way  likely,  a  religious  man  would  diflurb  the  tranquility  of  his 
thoughts,  or  quit  his  converfation  wirh  God  and  Angels,  to  intermed- 
dle with  wicked  Mortals,  and  to  makehimfelf  a  parry  in  our  diforders. 
I  fliould  likewife  have  lefs  reafon  to  feek  for  an  enemy  out  of  the  world, 
wherein  there  are  fo  many  adverfaries  rodiflike  ,  and  fo  many  Rebels 
:o  fubcKue.    Now  (Father)  whatfoever  opinion  you  have  had  ,  and 

not- 
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notwkhftanding  any  thing  I  have  (aid  in  the  beginning  of  this  Letter, 
I  never  intended  to  commence  any  real  War  againft  y  ou  :  1  have  not  ac 
all  fek  the  emotion  1  fhewed ',  all   my  choller  being  but  artificial, 
when  at  any  time  certain  of  my  fpeeches  feemcd  difadvanragious  unto 
you  ',  fo  as  1  freely  confent,  that  what  was  written  to  Bjda^  ,  fhaJl  pafs 
as  a  flafh  of  my  brain  ,  and  not  as  any  teftimonie  of  my  belief,  onely  to 
let  men  know  ,  I  had  a  dcfire  to  fhew  how  able  I  was  to  contcft  with 
truth  ,  if  I  had  no  minde  to  fide  with  it.     This  fcience  having  been 
fufficicntly  daring  to  undertake  to  pcrfwadc  ,  that  a  Quartan  Ague  was 
better  then  health  :/(/;«/<?/ ifi^  I  fay  ,  which  hath  invented  praifcs  for 
^u[ivU  ,  made  Apologies  for  l^ro  ,  and  obliged  all  the  people  of 
^rm  to  doubt  whether  Juflice  were  a  good  ,  or  a  bad  thing,  may  yet 
in  thefe  dayes  excrcife  it  felf  upon  fubjcfts  wholy  feparated  from  com- 
mon opinions  ^  and  by  gracefull  fiftions  ,  rather  excite  admiration  in 
mens  fpirits ,  then  exad:  any  credence.    It  raiferh  Fantomes  with  pur- 
pofcto  deface  them.     It  hath  paintings  and  difguifements  ,  to  alter 
ihe  purity  of  all  worldly  things :  It  changeth  fides  without  levity ,  it 
accufcth  innocencie  without  calumny :  And  to  fiy  truth,  Painters  and 
Stage  players  are  no  way  culpable  of  thofe  murthcrs  we  fee  repre- 
fenced  in  Piftures,  or  pi  efented  upon  Theaters ',  fince  therein  the  moft 
cruel  is  the  moft  juft.  None  can  juftly  accufe  thofe  of  falfity,  who  make 
certain  glafles  which   fhew  one  thing  for  another  :  Errour  in  fome 
cafes  being  more  gracefull  then  truth.     In  a  word,  the  life  even  of 
the  greateft  Sages ,  is  not  altegether  ferious,  all  their  fayings  are  not 
Sermons,  nor  is  ail  they  write,  ci  her  their  laft  Teftamenr,or  thecon- 
feflion  of  their  Faith.  What  can  I  fay  more  ?  Can  you  imagine  me  to 
be  fo  curious ,  as  to  condemne  the  guft  of  all  that  great  multitude, who 
flock  to  hear  you  every  morning  ?  Are  you  perfwaded  that  I  and  the 
people  can  never  be  of  one  minde  ?  That  will  oppofe  my  felf  to  the 
belief  of  honeft  men  ?  to  the  approbation  of  Dolors  ?  and  to  their 
authority  who  are  eminent  above  others  ?  No  Father  j  I  allow  no 
fuch  liberty  to  my  fpirit:  alTure  your  felf,  I  efteem  you  as  I  ought.   I 
commend  your  zeal  and  learning ,  yea,  were  it  truer  then  ever  it  was, 
that  to  compofe  tedious  Volumnes ,  is  no  lefs  then  to  coinmit  great 
fins  :  Yet  if  you  oblige;  me  to  judge  of  yours  by  that  you  fentunto  me, 
I  fay  it  is  very  excellent  in  its  kinde,  and  that  I  will  no  way  hinder 
you  from  obtaining  a  Rank  among  the  Fathers  of  thefe  modern  ages. 
But  my  teflimony  will  not  (I  hope)  become  the  onely  fruit  of  your  la- 
bours',1  wifh  with  all  my  heart  the  convcrfion  of  Tur^i  and  Infidels  may 
crown  your  indeavours.  I  am  perfwaded ;,all  the  honour  this  World  can 
affoard,  ought  to  be  efteemed  as  nothing  by  thofe  wh5  onely  feek  for 
the  advancement  of  Gods  glorie.    I  will  therefore  no  farther  dilate  my 
felf  upon  this  Subjcft ,  nor  wrong  holy  things  by  prophane  praifes  *, 

my 
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luy  intention  is  onely  to  let  yog  know,  I  affumc  not  fo  poor  a  part  in 
the  Churches  intcrcft ,  as  not  to  be  extraordinarily  well  pleafcd  with 
thofc  who  arc  fcf^riccahlc  thereto,  and  that  1  am  right  glad  befides  the 
propenfion  I  have  to  eftecm  your  amity,  fo  powerful!  a  perfwafion  as 
Religion  is,  doth  yet  further  oblige  nic. 

roiin^  Balzac. 

To  the  Cardinal  of  Valletta 
Letter     IV. 

MyLcFfd, 

THe  Letter  you  pleafed  to  fend  rae  from  Romt  ,caufcd  me  to  forget 
I  was  {ick,and  1  prcfumed  to  folace  my  felf  after  three  years  of  (ad- 
dcfs,  ever  fmce  news  was  brought  me  of  Lucido'S  death,  and  the  fuc- 
Ctii  of  that  fatal  combatc,  wherein  you  could  not  butbealofer,  on 
which  fide  foever  the  advantage  happened .  My  Lord,  I  doubt  not  but 
your  fpirit  though  altogether  flout  and  couragious ,  to  fupport  your 
fjfoper  misfortunes,  is  yet  mollified  by  the  relation  of  their  miferics 
who  love  you,  and  where  there  is  queflion  rather  of  fhcwing  your  good 
tiature,  or  your  conflancy,  you  will  quit  one  virtue  to  acquire  another. 
1  know  well,  that  in  the  number  of  your  goods,  you  reckon  your  friends 
in  the  firfl  rank,  allowing  onely  the  fecond  place  to  your  dignities,  and 
to  fifty  thoufand  Crowns  rent  which  accompanies  them  5  and  confc- 
quently  I  afTure  my  felf,  you  believe  you  are,  as  it  were,  grown  poor  by 
the  lofs  of  a  man  who  had  relation  unto  you.  But  I  am  likewifc  moft 
Certain,  how  after  the  pafling  certain  unpleafanc  dayes  out  of  the  love 
you  bare  him,  and  having  affoardeth  him  fufficienc  Teftimonies  of 
your  afTcftion,  he  now  expcding  no  further  acknowledgement  or  fer- 
vicc,  you  will  at  length  call  to  minde ,  that  it  is  the  publick  to  whom 
you  owe  your  cares  and  paflions ,  and  that  you  arc  not  permitted  far- 
ther to  afflid  a  fpirit  which  is  no  longer  yours.  Since  the  mifcry  of  this 
4gc  is  fo  general,  as  it  leaveth  no  one  houfe  without  tears,  nor  any  one 
^art  of  Enrope  without  trouble ',  and  fmce  Fortune  is  not  of  power  to 
confcrve  even  her  own  woikmanfhips,  who  are  many  of  them  fallen  to 
jground :  it  mufl  needs  fo  happen  (my  Lord)  that  being  of  the  World, 
you  arc  to  tafte  of  the  fruits  it  produceth,  and  that  you  purchafe  at  fome 
hard  rare,  the  good  fucccfles  daily  attending  you.  But  truely  ,  the 
place  where  you  are ,  and  the  great  defigns  taking  you  up  ,  miay  well 
furnifh  you  with  fo  flrong  and  folide  confolations ,  as  they  need  leave 
no  work  for  others  5  and  my  Eloquence  would  come  too  late,  fbouU  I 
employ  it  after  your  reafon,  which  hath  formerly  perfwaded  you,  there 
being  now  neither  precept  nor  Counfcl  in  all  humane  wiidem  \xn^O' 

pofcd 
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pofcd  to  your  view  i  and  finccneichcr$<npr<i,  nor  Epifietta  can  fay  any 
thing  ftve  oncly  your  thoughts  i  I  had  much  rather  fend  you  divtrtife- 
mentsno  way  diftaftcfull,  then  to  prcfent  you  any  remedies  which 
doubtlcfs  will  prove  importunate.  Thefc  writing?  (my  Lord  j  here  in- 
clo(edj  fhall  not  enter  as  ftrangers  into  your  Cabinet ,  the\  will  not  talk 
unto  you  of  the  five  P'tedicables  of  PoYpbiyy^  nor  of  Ju(iinians  NoveUes^ 
or  the  numbers  of  Algebra,  But  you  may  there  recreate  and  repofe 
your  fpiritsat  your  return  from  Audiences,  Congregations,  and  the 
Confiftory.  I  could  well  have  bcftowed  upon  rhem  a  more  eminent 
title,then  what  they  have.  1  could  out  of  thefe  compofures  have  framed 
Apologies,  Accufations,  and  polirick  difcourfes  >  y*- a,  had  I  pleafed  ne» 
ver  fo  little  to  have  extended  fome  of  my  Letters,  they  might  have  beca 
called  books.  But  befides,  my  dclign,  aiming  rather  to  pleare,then  im- 
portune, and  that  I  tend  to  the  height  of  conceptions,  and  not  at  the 
abundance  of  words :  When  I  treat  with  you,  (my  Lord)  I  fuppofe  my 
fclf  to  be  before  a  full  aflcmbly  *,  and  do  propofe  to  my  felf  never  to 
write  any  thing  unto  you,  which  Vofterit^  ought  not  to  read.  Now  if 
fometimes  from  your  perfon  I  pafs  to  others ,  or  if  I  commend  thofc 
whom  I  conceive  are  dcfcrvinp,  I  aflTure  my  felf,  I  therein  performing 
an  aft  of  Juftice,  and  not  of  fubjedion  :y©u  will  be  no  way  difpleafed 
with  what  I  do  ,  and  well  hope,  I  may  confei  ve  your  favours  without 
violating  humane  Laws,  or  feparating  my  felf  from  civil  fociety. 

The  i5.of /«-  rour  moji  humble  fervant 

fy  1629. 

Balzac. 


To  the  Cardinal  ef  Valletc 
Letter     V. 

T Hough  innocency  be  the  felicity  of  the  afflifted,  and  that  I  finde  iq 
my  felf  the  fatisfadtion,he  can  expeft  who  hath  not  offended,  yet 
can  I  not  fo  eafily  comfort  my  felf;  And  the  remedies  my  Phyhfophj 
aflfoard  me,  are  for  meaner  misfortunes  then  the  lols  of  your  favours. 
All  I  can  contribute  to  my  confolation  out  of  the  alTurancc  I  have  of 
mine  innocency,  is  the  liberty  I  have  taken  to  tell  you  fo,and  to  com- 
plain  of  the  injuftice  you  have  done  me,  if  you  have  fo  much  as  fufFered 
any  to  accufe  me.  I  need  not  feek  colours  to  palliate  my  aftions  or 
words:  it  is  fufficiently  known, their  principal  objefts  have  ever  been 
the  glory  of  your  name,  and  the  dcfire  to  pleafe  you :  I  befcech  you 
likewife  to  call  to  remembrance »  that  hard  times  have  not  hindrcd  me 

from 
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from  imbarking nay  felfwhere my  Inclination  called  me*,  and  that  I 
have  fcrved  roy  Lord  your  Father  ,  when  moft  of  his  followers  were  in 
danger  to  become  his  Martyrs,  Itfhouldfeem  perchance,!  fland  in- 
nced  of  the  memory  of  what  is  part,  and  that  I  make  my  precedent, 
good  Offices  appear,  to  the  end  to  caufc  them  to  ovtr  way  my  prcfenc 
offences-     No  (my  Lord)  I  intend  not  to  make  ule  of  wiiar  now  is  not, 
for  the  juflification  o(  mine  anions,  nor  am  I  ignoran  chat  nevt^r  any 
woman  was  (©vicious,  who  hath  not  hcrercforc  bttu  a  Virgin,  nor  cri- 
minal, who  cannot  prticribe  fomctime  preceding  his  bid  life.    I  fpcak 
of  to  day,  aswcUasof  heretofore,  and  doprorcftuoro  yoii,  with  all  the 
Oachs  able  to  make  truth  appear  holy,  and  inviolably  ,  that  I  ntvep 
had  one  fingle  temp  ation  againft  my  duty,  and  that  my  iid<  Siry  is  Ipot- 
lefs,as  (ifyoulo  plcafed)it  mi^hc  be  without  fafpicion:  I  mullconfcfs 
that  you  havmgdcclartrd  your  kjf  no  way  defirous  to  trench  upon  my 
liberty,  and  that  you  left  it  wholy  to  my  fclf ,  I  hjvt  fomtrimts  made 
nfe  thereof  ,  imaeiniugthat  without  wronging  thd'-firftrciolutior),.  I. 
vowed  to  your  fervice ,  y^  might  be  lawful!  for  me  to  have  fccond  afFe- 
ftions.    I  will  not  cxptft  rhe  rack  to  force  me  toconftfs  if,  I  have 
loved  a  man  whom  the  misf^  nunes  of  Court,  and  the  divers  accidents 
happening  in  worldly  affair  j,have  feparared  from  fome  friends  of  yours, 
and  have  caft  him  into  other  interefts  then  theirs.  Butbefides,  that  he 
was  extrafted  from  a  Father ,  who  did  not  more  defire  his  own  good, 
then  your  contentment;  and  fmce  I  ammoftalTured  howamidftall 
the  fore  paflcd  broils,  he  at  all  times  conferved  his  inclinations  for  you. 
I  mufi  needs  tell  you,  I  was  in  fuch  fort  obliged  unto  him,  as  had  he 
declared  War  againft  my  K^n^^  and  againfl  my  Counrrey  ,  I  could  not 
have  chofcn  any  fide  which  had  not  been  unjuft:  I  therefore  at  this 
day  bewail  him  with  warm  tears,  and  if  ever  1  take  comfort  in  the  lofs 
I  have  fuftained,  I  fhall  eftecm  my  felf  the  moft  unworthy, and  ingrate- 
full  perfon  living.     Your  felf  (my  Lord)  knowing  (as  you  do)  how 
much  I  owe  unto  his  amity,  would  fooner  adjudge  me  to  die  with  him, 
then  blame  my  refentments.    I  aflare  my  felf  all  my  anions  are  dif- 
gnifed  unto  you  ,  on  purpofe  to  caufc  you  to  diflike  them :  Howfocver 
I  will  not  djfpair,  but  the  time  to  come  will  right  me  for  what  is  paft. 
You  will  one  day  fee  the  wrong  you  offer  to  my  innocency,  in  admits 
ting  falfewitneffesin  prejudice  thereof,  and  what  you  now  term  my 
fault,  you  will  then  be  pleafed  to  fay  *,  it  was  my  unhappy  fate ,  or  my 
hard  fortune  :  in  the  interim,  I  am  refolved  ro  continue  in  well  doing, 
and  though  there  were  no  other  but  my  confcicnce  to  acknowledge  my 
fidelitie  yet  inviolably  to  remain 

The  30.  of  De-  Tour  mofl  humble  and  moft  falthfuUfervdht 

ccmb.  1626.  BALZAC. 
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To  the  Lord  Bifiop  of  Nantes. 
Letter      IV. 

SlRy 

AS  the  bearer  hereof  can  teftifie  the  obligations  I  owe  you,  fo  may 
he  bear  wicncfsof  my  pcrpccual  rclentmcnrs,  and  will  cellyou,thac 
wcic  I  born  your  Son  ,  or  fubjcd  ,  you  could  have  buc  the  fame  power 
over  me  you  now  poffcfs :  nay  ,  I  am  perfwadcd,  I  yet  owe  fomewhat 
more  to  your  virtue  ,  then  to  the  right  of  Nations ,  or  nature.  If 
power  hath  made  Princes ,  and  chance  Parents,  reafon  wtU  dcferves  z 
further  kind  r  of  obedience  :  It  was  that  yvhich  overcame  me  upon  the 
firfl  conference  I  had  with  you,  caufmg  me  toproftrace  all  my  pre- 
fumption  at  your  feet,  afttr  having  rightly  prelented  to  my  thoughts, 
how  impofliblc  it  is  toefteem  my  felf,  and  know  you:  I  am  furc  this 
language  is  no  way  pleafmg  to  you ,  and  that  you  will  look  awry  at  my 
Letter  ^  buc  do  what  you  pleafe,  1  am  more  a  friend  to  truth  ,  then  to 
your  humour ,  and  my  fpiiits  are  fo  rcplcnifhed  with  what  I  have  feen, 
and  heard  ,  as  I  can  no  longer  conceal  my  thoughts  :  I  mufl  tell  you 
(Sir)  you  are  thegrcaceft  Tyrant  this  day  living  ;  your  authoritie  be- 
comes awfull  to  all  Souls ,  and  when  you  fpeak ,  there  is  no  further 
means  to  retain  private  opinions,  if  they  be  nor.  conformable  to  yours. 
I  fpeak  this  (crioufly  ,  and  with  my  befl  fenced  you  have  often  re- 
duced me  to  fuch  extreamities,  that  coming  from  you,without  knowing 
what  to  anfwer  you ,  I  have  been  ready  to  exclaim  and  fay ,  (in  the 
rapture  wherein  I  wasj  Reftore  me  my  opinion  which  you  have  violent- 
ly forced  from  me ,  and  take  not  from  me  the  liberty  of  confciencc  the 
Kpig  bath  given  me.  But  truely ,  it  is  no  fmall  pleafure^  to  be  con- 
ftrainedcobe  happy  ,  and  to  fall  into  his  hands,  who  ufcth  no  vio- 
lence y  bat  to  their  avail  who  fuffer.  For  my  part ,  I  have  at  all  times 
departed  your  prefence ,  fully  perfwaded  in  what  I  ought  to  believe :  I 
never  gave  you  a  vifitc  whit h  cured  me  not  of  feme  paffion :  I  never 
came  into  your  chamber  fohoneft  a  man,as  I  went  forth.How  often  with 
one  fhortfpecch  have  you  elevated  me  above  my  felf ,  and  bereaved  me 
of  whatfoever  was  fle/bly  and  prophanc  in  me :  How  often  hearing  you 
difcourfc  of  the  world  to  come,  and  of  true  felicity  have  I  longed  after 
if,  and  would  willingly  have  purchafcd  it  at  the  price  of  my  life  ?  How 
often  could  1  have  followed  you,  (would  you  have  conduced  me)  to  a 
fhigher  pitch  of  pcrfcftion,then  all  ancient  Philofophers  ever  attained  ?S« 
it  isjthat  you  oncly  have  beftowed  the  love  of  invifible  things  upon  me, 
caufing  me  to  diftafte  my  firfl  and  moft  violent  affeftions  :  I  fhould 
flitt  hare  been  bwicd  in  flcfh,had  npt  you  drawivmfi  fprt^j  nor  had  n^y 
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fpirit  been  other  then  a  part  of  my  body,  had  not  you  taken  rhe  pains 
to  unloofc  it  from  fcniual  objcfts,  and  to  fcfcr  the  eternal  from  the  pc- 
rifhablc  part.  You  caufcd  mc  at  the  firft  encounter  to  become  fufpi- 
cious  to  the  wicked,  and  to  favour  the  better  iiAt^  before  I  was  of  it  > 
you  have  made  thofe  remedies  plcafmg,  which  all  others  affrighted  mc 
with,  and  in  the  midft  of  vicejyou  have  conflrained  mc  ro  confeis  virtoc 
to  be  the  moft  beaurifull  thing  on  earth.  Think  not  therefore ,  that 
cither  the  pomp  of  the  Komnn  Court,  or  the  glitter  of  that  of  France^ 
can  daze!  hofe  eyes  of  my  Soul,  whereto  you  have  fhcwed  fo  many  ex- 
cellent things.  It  is  the  beams  and  lightning  of  thole  eminent  ^/>*f«fi 
you  have  dilcovered  unto  me ,  which  caft  fo  forceablc  rcfleftions  upon 
thccyts  ol  my  Soul,  and  w' ich  caufe  mt^,  (though  I  formerly  rcfolved 
to  flight  ail  things,)  yet  ac  Icaft  now  to  admire  fomcthing.  But  ycf 
{Sir)  alTurt  your  icif,  ir  is  not  the  World  I  admire,for  Irather  reflet 
upon  ir,  as  en  that  which  hath  deceived  me  thcfe eight  and  twenty 
years  1  havt  been  in  it ,  and  wherein  I  fcarcc  ever  faw  any  thing  ,  but 
liow  to  do  evil ,  and  counttifeit  to  be  good.  In  all  places  on  earth, 
whether  my  curiofiry  hath  tianiportech  me,  beyond  Seas ,  or  ©n  the 
other  fide  the  Alpes,  in  free  States,  or  in  Kingdoms  of  Conqueft,  I  have 
obferved  among  men  onely  a  fare  of  fJ arteries,  fools,  and  cheaters ;  of 
Old  men  corrupted  by  their  Anceftors,and  who  corrupt  their  childrctn 
Of  flaves  who  cannot  live  out  of  Servitude :  of  poverty  among  virruoos 
pcrfons,  and  ambitious  covetoufncfs  in  the  Souls  of  great  perfons.  But 
now  that  you  have  broken  the  bars,  through  which  I  could  onely  re- 
ceive fome  light  impreflron  of  truth,  I  diftinftly  fee  this  general  corru- 
ption, and  do  humbly  acknowledge  the  injury  I  ofTetcd  ro  my  Crca^- 
ror,  when  I  made  Gods  of  his  creatures  *,  and  what  glorie  I  fought  t^ 
bereave  him  of ,  c^r.  't  t* 

The  1 2 .  qf  January  1^2 5.  B  A  l  2  a  c^'  " 


To  Mounfteur  de  ia  Marque.  ^ 

LETTiia   Vll.  ^  ,^ 

IKiiow  not  what  right  ufc  to  make  of  your  praife«  vUl  receive  tlUpm*, 
I  lofc  all  my  humility,  and  in  rtje^ing  them,  I  give  that  as  graflted 
which  I  am  taxed  for.  Upon  the  edge  of  thefe  two  extreamities,  it  is 
inorc  laudable  to  fuffer  my  fclf  to  fail  on  my  friends  fide,and  to  j&ytt 
in  opinion  with  honeft  men, then  to  lean  to  that  of  Lyfanieu  fmce  all 
men  agree,  that  his  cenfure  is  everoppofire  to  the  right  y  and  that  h^  is 
the  wifcrt  man  In  Trance^  who  rcfcnibks  him  the  Icaft.    There  would 

be 
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be  fome  crrour  in  the  reputation  I  aim  at »  were  I  not  condemnfd  by 
him.  Think  it  not  therefore  ftrange ,  that  injuries  are  blown  upon  mc 
by  the  fame  mouth  which'uttcreih  blafphcmicsagainfl  the  racmoric  of 
p  f  p ,  and  remember  this  old  Maxim ,  that  fools  are  more  unjuft  then 
fome  iinncrs  i  The  bcft  is,  that  for  one  Enemy  my  Reputation  raifcrh 
againfl  me,  it  procures  mc  a  thoufand  protestors ;  fo  as  without  flirring 
hence,  I  get  vi&orics  at  ?ari6  i  nor  finde  1  any  Harmony  fo  pleaiing ,  af 
what  iscompoftd  of  one  particular  murmure,  mingled  with  general  ac- 
clamations. There  are  fufficicnt  in  your  Letter  to  caufe  me  to  retra^ 
the  Maxims  of  my  ancient  Fhilofophy  :  At  the  leaft  they  oblige  me  to 
confcfs,  that  all  my  felicity  is  not  within  my  fclf,  things  without  me 
entring  towards  the  compofition  of  perfeft  happinefs.  I  muft  freely 
confefs  unto  you  mine  infirmity  :  i  fhould  grow  dumb,  were  I  never  fo 
fhorta  time  to  live  among  deat  pertons ,  and  were  there  no  glorie,  I 
ftiould  have  no  eloquence.  But  it  is  time  I  return  to  the  talk  I  have 
undertaken;  and  that  inilcad  of  fo  many  excellent  words  you  have  ad- 
drelTcd  unto  me^  I  oncly  anfwer  you,  that  I  am 

Tour  mo  ft  humble  fervAnt  . 
£alzac> 


To  MomfttHr  Tiflandier. 

Lett  B  B.    VIII. 

AT  my  return  from  Vditon^  I  found  your  packet  attending  me  at  ray 
houfe  >  but  thinking  to  perufe  your  Letters ,  I  perceived  I  read 
my  fanegyrick  >  1  dare  not  tell  you ,  with  what  tranfport  and  excefs  of 
joy  I  was  furprized  thereupon^  fearing  to  make  it  appear,!  were  more 
vain  then  ufually  women  are,  and  afFcft  praifcs  with  the  like  intern^ 
perance  as  I  do  perfumes.  Without  diflcmbling,  tbofe  you  feiit  mc, 
were  fo  exquifite,  as  be  it  you  deceive  me,  or  I  you,  there  never  iflTued 
fairer  cflfefts,  either  from  injuftice  or  errour.  I  befeech  you  to  conti- 
nue your  fault ,  or  to  pcrfevere  in  your  diffimulation  :  For  my  part,  I 
am  refolutc  to  make  you  full  payment  of  what  I  owe  you ,  and  to  yield 
fo  publick  a  tcftimonie  of  the  cftecm  I  hold  of  you,  as  my  reputation 
hereafter  fhall  be  oncly  ferviceable  to  yours,  oblige  me  fo  far,  as  to  ac* 
cept  this  Letter,  for  alfurance  of  what  I  will  perform  ',  and  if  you  findc 
mc  not  fo  ferviceable  as  I  ought  to  be,  blame  thofe  troublcfom  perfanf 
who  are  alwayes  at  my  Throat,  forcing  mc  to  tell  you  fooner  then  I  re* 
folvcd,  that  I  am 

The  5.  o/Aoguft.  rour  mofi  humble  and 
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To  Mounfieur  de  Faret. 

Letter     IX, 

THerc  is  not  any  iicknowltdgemenc  anfwcrablc  to  my  Obligations 
unto  you  :  If  I  owe  you  any  honour,  1  am  farther  indcpted  onto  you 
then  my  life  comes  to.  Trudy ,  to  be  fenlible  of  another  mans  fuf- 
ferings  fooner  thenhimfclf,  ortoafTume  a  greater  fhare  inhisinte- 
refls,  then  he  doth  ;  I  mufl  confefs,  is  as  much  as  not  to  love  in  fafhion, 
or  not  to  live  in  this  age.  Ic  is  likewife  a  long  time  fince  1  hare  been 
acquainted,  that  the  corruption  environing  you,  doth  not  at  all  infcft 
you ',  and  how  among  the  wicked ,  you  have  confcrved  an  integrity 
fuiting  the  Raign  of  Lewa  the  rwclfih  :  Nay,  happily  we  muft  fearch 
further,  and  pafs  beyond  the  Authcntick  Hiftoric.  It  is  onely  under 
the  Poets  chailemam ,  where  a  man  of  your  humour  is  to  be  found, 
and  that  the  combat  of  Roger  hath  been  the  vidorie  of  Lton.  Without 
more  particularly  explaining  my  felf ,  you  uwderfland  what  I  would  fayj 
and  1  had  much  rather  be  indebted  to  your  fupport ,  then  to  the  merit 
of  my  caufe,  or  to  the  favourable  cenfure  I  have  received  from  the  Pu- 
blick.  Certainly ,  truth  it  felf  cannot  fubfift,or  finde  defence  without 
afliflance  >  yea,  even  that  concerning  the  Religion  j  and  which  more 
particularly  appertaineth  to  God  then  the  other,  feafeth  not  on  our 
Souls,  but  by  the  entermire  of  words  j  and  hath  need  to  be  perfwaded 
to  have  it  believed.  You  may  hereby  judge  whether  the  good  Offices 
you  afFoarded  me,  were  not  ulcfuU  unto  me,  or  whether  or  no  my  jyfl 
caufe  happened  fuccesfully  into  your  hands.  But  I  mufl  defer  the 
thanks  due  unto  you  upon  this  occafion  ,  till  our  meeting  at  ?arUy  to 
the  end,  to  animate  them  by  my  pcrlonal  exprcflion.  Be  confident  in 
the  interim  >  though  pitty  it  felf  would  flay  me  in  my  Cell ,  yet  you  are 
of  power  to  caufe  me  to  infringe  my  beremetical  vow:beiidcs,  yoii 
havcfet  fuch  a  lufler  upon  that  great  Citie,  and  have  punduatcd  unto 
me  fo  many  remarkable  things,  and  novelties  thereof,  in  the  Letter  you 
pleafed  to  fend  me,  as  I  fhould  fhew  my  felf  iufeniible  of  rarities  ,  and 
not  pofTcfTed  with  an  honefi  curiofitic ,  had  I  not  a  defire  to  return 
thither.  I  therefore  onely  attend  fome  fmall  portion  of  health  to 
ftrengthen  me,  to  part  hence  \  and  to  go  to  enjoy  with  you  our  mutual 
delights,  I  mean  the  converfation  of  Mounfieu:>' de  VaugeUs ^  who  is 
able  to  make  me  finde  the  Court  in  a  Cottage ,  and  Paris  in  the  plains 
oi  Bordeaux :  Adieu  Mounfieur^  love  mc  alwayes,  fincc  I  am  with  all  my 
Soul 
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Be   BALZAC  m 

To  MomfieHr  Coeffeteau,  Bijhop  of  Marfeilles. 
Letter     X. 

IT  \^  now  fifteen  dayes  fincf  I  received  any  news  from  you,  yet  will 
I  iirvr;  the  change  of  aii  hath  cured  you  i  and  if  you  (as  ycrj  walk 
w  .\  iiflf,  icisrarhtrl  hopcior  ionnc  nurkot  your  authoriiy,  then 
jr.  Vi;y  Jii^.t  Of  I  of  your  infirmity  :  If  this  be  lo,  I  conjure  you  to  make 
Igpodufc  Gi  (his  hJppy  feaLn  yec  icmaining,  and  no  \o  lole  thefe  fair 
daycs,  hdliwmg  away,  and  which  the  net  Clouds  will  carry  from  us. 
1  give  you  c.«).  .idvicc,  as  findcing  it  good  >  and  becaufe  there  is  not 
any  chio>  ik.  h  more  fortifte  feeble  perfons  then  the  Sun  of  this 
monerh,  whole  heat  is  as  innocent  as  its  light.  Adamantm  hath  had 
his  fharc  of  :he  Uiwhoicfom  influence  raigr^ing  in  thefe  parts.  The 
Feav  hach  noc  born  him  the  rcfpeft  due  to  a  perfon  of  his  quality, 
having  fo  rudely  tiitrtated  him,  as  he  is  fcarce  to  be  known  :  Yet  hath 
hefomckmdc  of  obligation  to  his  ficknefs,  in  having  acquainted  him 
wiih  futh  pkafures,  as  were  not  made  for  thofc  who  are  over  fortunate, 
and  which  formerly  he  knew  nor.  At  thisprefent  he  can  never  be 
wcriry  inpraifing  rhe  bcnetits  of  Liberty,  nor  in  admiring  the  beauty  of 
day,  and  the  (livcrfities  of  Nature  '.fo  as  to  hear  him  fpeak  ,you  would 
fuppofe  all  thmgb  ro  be  Novelties  unto  him  j  and  that  he  is  entred  into 
another  wo.jd  ,  or  new  born  again  in  this.  Bcfides  jthey  pafs  their 
time  merrily  ac  iV.  and  of  two  hundred  calling  themfclves  Kirgiwj,  I 
verily  think  there  is  not  one  who  fpeaks  truth, if  fhe  have  not  recovered 
hti  "^'i-idi :;i-head.  Ir  may  be  their  intention  is  not  ill ,  and  that  in  fuf- 
fenn^  themielvcsto  be  courted,  they  have  no  other  defign,thcn  to 
raile  icrvants  to  God.  But  fince  Godly  intentions  do  not  alwaycs 
produce  good  effcfts,if  you  fuffcr  things  to  run  on  in  the  fame  courfe 
which  rhey  do,  1  greatly  apprehend  in  your  regard,  that  Antichrift  will 
fhorr  iy  take  his  beginning  in  your  Diocefs*,  and  left  you  by  confequence 
fhoulo  be  the  firft  objeft  of  hisperfecution.  I  fuppofe  you  have  a 
greater  intercft  then  any  man, to  oppofe  this  accident  which  now  threat- 
neth  us,  and  that  todivertamifchief  whichisto  be  followed  by  the 
Worlds  ruin,  you  ought  not  to  (pare  the  fulminations  of  2?owf;nor  make 
life  ontly  of  half  your  power.  There  are  not  any  will  be  avcrfe  to  this 
good  work,  fave  oncly  sur  young  Gallants.  But  you  cannot  procure 
their  difafTe^jons  upon  a  better  lubjeft  then  this,  nor  do  greacer  fcr- 
vice  to  the  jealious  God,  then  to  confcrve  the  hononr  of  thofe  creatures 
he  loveth,  I  am 
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To  MoHnfieur  Pouzct. 

Letter     XL 

IF  you  will  not  return  from  Court ,  we  are  refolved  to  fend  Deputies 
on  purpofe  to  require  you  of  the  2^j«g,  and  to  befecch  him  to  reftore 
us  our  good  company  :  1  KhowwcII,  that  in  the  place  where  you  are, 
there  are  prifons  both  for  the  innocent,  and  moft  happy  j  and  that  no 
man  can  blame  you  for  your  over-long  abode  there ,  without  accuiing 
you  for  being  fortunate.  But  it  were  likewifefmall  JnflkCy  your  ab- 
lence  fhould  make  thisCicic  a  VilUge,  and  that  Paris  jhould  ufurp  all 
the  affcftions  you  owe  me.  As  I  perfed:]y  love  you,  fo  do  I  exped  to 
be  reciprocally  refpeded  by  you  *,  nor  would  you  I  fhould  herein  have 
any  advantage  over  you,  though  I  yield  unto  you  in  all  other  things : 
Neither  of  us  therefore  can  enjoy  folideconccntmcms,  fo  long  as  we 
are  leparated  h  and  I  pretend  you  do  me  wrong,  if  you  take  fatisfadion 
where  1  am  not.  Take  Foft  therefore  with  fpeed  ,  to  be  here  quickly, 
grow  not  old  either  by  the  way,  or  at  your  Inne,  for  by  this  means  I 
fiiall  get  the  advantage  of  char  time ,  and  you  fhall  gain  me  four  dayes 
out  of  the  lofs  of  three  Monerh;^  I  have  feen  what  you  willed  me  con- 
cerning ^A^  5  But  I  would  you  knew ,  I  have  no  refenrments  againfl 
forcelefs  enemies ,  nor  have  I  any  minde  to  put  my  felf  into  paffion, 
when  thefe  petty  Dodors  pleafe.  Should  thefe  fellows  fpeak  well  of 
me,  I  would  inftantly  examine  my  confcience,  to  know  whether  I  were 
guilty  jof  any  fault  j  and  as  Hippolitus  fufpcded  his  own  innocencie,be- 
caufe  he  was  eftcemed  fpotlefs  in  his  ftepdameseye :  So  fhould  not  I 
have  any  good  opinion  of  my  own  fufficienciitr,  were  I  gracious  in  their 
fights,  who  can  have  no  other  then  bad  affedions.  Howfoever,  they 
caufe  me  once  a  day  to  think  my  felf  fome  greater  matter  then  I  am, 
when  t  refieft  upon  their  number,  and  the  miracle  I  work,  in  intereffing 
in  Qne  and  the  fame  caufe  fuperfticious  perfons ,  Athcifls ,  and  evil 
KionViAdkii. 
The  14.  iip}'*/ 1^25.  rours^  BalZAc 


An  mfmr  to  a  Letter  fent  ^0  B  a  l  z  a  c  Jrom  a  learned 
Old  Lady,  Madamoifelle  de  Gournay. 

Letter   XI L 

I  Do  here  at  the  firfl  tell  you,  I  have  no  other  opinion  of  you ,  then 
ygur  felf  gives  me ,  and  I  have  at  all  times  had  a  more  ftrong  ancf 
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found  notion  of  tbe  inward  qualities  by  the  fpcech ,  then  by  the  Hjfi- 
ogmony.  But  if  after  the  Letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  unto 
ine  ,  it  were  ncceffary  to  feek  any  forraign  proofs  j  the  teftiraonie  of 
thok  two  great  perfonages,  who  have  admired  your  virtue  even  in  the 
bud,  and  left  the  pourtrait  thereof  under  their  own  hands ,  may  well  ! 
fervc  as  an  Antidote,  to  fecure  me  from  the  imprcflions  and  the  painted 
fliadows  of  calumny,  I  who  know  that  Afia^  Ajrlcii ,  and  a  great  pare 
of  the  World  bcfides,  believe  Fables  as  fundamental  points  o{T{eUgion^ 
donor  at  all  wonder  (if  in  what  concerneth  your  particular)  there  be 
fome  who  fide  not  with  the  truth  ,  which  is  fure  to  finde  enemies  in  all 
places  where  there  are  men.  This  is  an  cfFeft  of  that  crrour,  now  grown 
old  in  popular  opinion ;  that  it  is  fit  an  honeft  woman  be  ignorant  of 
lUany  things,  and  that,  to  maintain  her  reputation,  it  is  not  requifite  all 
the  world  commend  her  j  but  that  flie  be  unknown  to  all  men.  Nay, 
I  fay  further :  The  vulgar  doth  ordinarily  caftan  injurious  cye,and  with 
i'ome  tax  of  extravagancie ,  upon  great  and  Heroical  qualities ,  if  they 
appear  in  thacfex  ,to  which  they  conceive  it  ought  not  to  appertain. 
Now  though  to  fpeak  generally  ,  and  to  rcfleft  rightly  upon  the  order 
of  earthly  things,  and  the  grounds  of  policie,  I  muft  confcfs ,  I  fhould 
lean  to  the  firft  of  thele  opinions:  Yet  will  I  be  well  advifed,  how  I 
think  that  Nature  hath  not  fo  much  liberty  left  her ,  as  to  pafs  (upon 
occafion  )  the  limits  fhe  ordinarily  alloweth  her  felf  >  or  fometimes  to 
exceed  her  bounds  without  blame ,  to  the  end,  to  produce  certain 
things,  far  furpafling  the  reft  in  perfeftion.  It  is  no  good  Argument  to 
averre,  that  becaiife  you  are  adorned  with  the  virtues  of  our  fex ,  you 
therefore  have  not  referved  thofe  of  your  own  j  or  that  it  is  a  fin  for  a 
woman  to  underftand  the  Language  which  heretofore  the  Veflals  made 
ufe  of  I  will  therefore  leave  thefe  calumnious  per  fons  ,  who  defirc  to 
bereave  Lillies  of  their  beauty,  andChriftal  of  its  clearncfs,  to  return  to 
the  Letter  I  have  received  from  you  j  where  without  flattery 
I  will  affirm ,  that  ^  this  man  who  hath  been  dcfcribed  unto  J^^^J?"''^ 
you,  for  fo  vain-  glorious  a  perfon ;  who  defpifeth  times  pafl, 
who  mocketh  the  modern  ,  and  prejudicateth  the  future  >  hath  found 
out  divers  things  in  your  works  well  pleafing  unto  him,:  fo  as  if  my  ap- 
probation be  at  this  prefent  of  any  weight  with  you ,  you  may  for  your 
own  advantage,  add  this  Encemwt  to  that  o( Lipfius ind  Montagnio^2nd 
boldly  affirm  you  have  this  advantage  over  Icings  and  Smperonrsy  that 
the  taftes  of  two  different  ages  have  agreed  in  your  favour.  Since  you 
were  firft  commended,  the  face  o( Chriftendom  hath  changed  ten  times: 
Neitherourmanners,  attire,  or  Court,  are  cognifib'e  to  what  you  have 
fecn  chem.  Men  have  made  new  Laws,  yea ,  and  the  virtues  of 
fore-fathers  age,  are  efteemed  the  vices  of  curs :  yet  fliall  it  appear 
asnidft  fo  many  changes  and  ftrangc  revolutions,  you  have  broug^ 
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10  our  times  one  and  the  fame  repucarion  •,  and  iliac  your  beauty  (I 
fpeak  of  what  enamoreth  the  Capuwis  Frieis,and  old  Philofopliers) 
hath  not  left  you,  with  your  youth.  1  Ihjll  in  mine  own  regard  be  very 
glad,  the  World  fhould  take  notice  ho.v  much  I  honour  virtue  ,  by 
what  name  foevcric  paflfeth,  and  under  wharfhapc  foever  it  is  fhrowded: 
and  I  eftecm  my  party  ftronger  by  the  half,  thtn  it  hath  been  ,  (ince 
you  have  vouchfafed  to  enter  thereinto.  Buc  if  without  offending 
againft  Grammatical  rules,  and  thofc  olDzcorum  :  1  durft  rake  you  for 
myfccond,  I  alVure  my  felf  if  we  were  to  denounce  war  againfl  thefc 
petty  Authours,  who  are  ingendered  by  errour,  and  difclofed  out  of  the 
corruption  of  this  age,  you  fhould  not  have  over  many  in  talking  half  a 
dozen  oi  them  to  tafk  for  your  parr.  As  che  Icaft ,  you  would  put  thofc 
Pedants  to  filence,  who  brag  they  have  taught  mc  to  fpeak.  Yet  will 
I  tell  you,  before  I  proceed  any  further,  and  to  the  end  they  may  know 
as  much  (if  you  pleafe)  that  my  Mother  is  not  refolved  to  give  this  for 
granted,  and  howif  there  be  any  glorie  to  be  gotten  in  fo  poor  an  ex- 
ploit, (he  is  determined  to  difpute  the  matter  agaioftali  ihefe  book- 
makers. I  have  ever  been  hitherto  of  opinion,  that  in  whacconccrn- 
eth  the  choice  of  words,  I  ought  to  fuffer  my  felf  to  be  governed  by  the 
common  acceptation  thereof,  without  adhering  to  any  one  mans  fmgle 
example ;  and  that  inflead  of  acknowledging  the  authority  of  any  par- 
ticular, I  am  to  follow  thcpublick  confent.  But  howfoevcr,  It  is  not 
the  praife  of  a  great  Orator  to  fpeak  cur  language  well,  but  rather  the 
mark  of  a  true  Frenchman  *,  Nor  do  i  pretend  applaufe  from  any,  for  not 
being  hom  in  HoUand^ot  Germany,  It  is  true,  I  attribute  much  to 
Elocution,  and  know  that  high  things  lland  in  need  of  the  help  of 
words,  and  that  after  thofe  have  been  rightly  conceived,  they  are  as 
happily  to  be  eXprcITed.  It  onely  angers  mc,  than  out  of  the  poorefl 
part  of  Rhetoric^  received  among  the  ancients,  they  will  needs  extraft 
all  onrs.  And  that  to  pleafe  mean  fpirits,  it  is  fitting  (as  the  y  think^ 
our  works  fhould  refemble  thofc  facrifices ,  whereouc  they  take  the 
heart,  and  where,  of  all  the  head,  nothing  is  left  fave  onely  the  tongue. 
I  would  make  anfwer  to  the  oUur  advertifements  you  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  give  me,  if  they  had  nor  relation  to  a  matter  I  referve  my  felf 
fully  to  treat  in  L.  being  a  work  I  am  in  hand  with  ,  and  which  ).  hope 
fliortly  to  prcfent  unto  you  at  Far  is.  There  it  fhall  be ,  where  I  will 
make  it  appear  unto  you,  that  reafon  cannot  have  an  eafier  tafk,  then  to 
pcrfwadc  afpiric  of  the  like  making  mine  is,  and  that  I  equally  love  the 
iruth,  whether  I  receive  it  from  any  other,  or  that  I  findc  it  my  felf. 

The  3.  of  Au" 
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To  Mounfieur  Berniere,  Trefident  in  the  FarlUmnt  9f 
Roan. 

Letter    XIII. 

THe  mean  compliment  I  am  to  ofFcr  you,  is  the  firfl  cffeft  of  the 
turning  drinks  I  rt-ceived  from  you.     I  have  no  means  to  finde  cue 
my  right  fences  to  enccrrain  you-,  they  are  loft  in  your  excellent  liquors, 
and  I  had  need  be  morcvilianc  then  I  am,  to  defend  my  felfagainft 
Spain  and  Nonnandy^  wirh  their  united  forces  :  I  verily  think,  that  what 
fliDuld  have  been  drunk  ac  B.^irmei ebnw'wt  this  and  E after  ^  jS  over- 
flown in  my  Chamber :  If  my  Friends  come  not  to  my  aid,  I  am  in  dan- 
ger to  fuff^r  fhpwrack,  or  not  to  become  fober  again  till  next  year :  yet 
will  you  needs  have  me  even  in  this  plight  wherein  I  am,  to  aft  a  fober 
mans  partj  and  my  Soul  roexecure  thoCe  funftions  you  have  fufpended. 
It  is  impoflible,  not  being  my  felf ,  I  fhould  fpeak  my  ordinarie  lan- 
guage j  I  canno:  give  you  two  words  of  thinks  without  taking  one  for 
another ',  and  my  head  is  fo  full  of  your  SpaniQi  Wine  ,  and  Normandy 
Cider,  that  my  wits  ^ive  place  ?  I  will  therefore  content  my  felf,  to  af- 
fure  you  whh  this  imaVl  porcion  of  fcnc€ yet  left  me,  that  fuppoling 
your  fricndfhip  produced  nothing,  and  were  as  barren,  as  it  is  fruitfiU, 
1  svould  fue  for  it  out  of  a  rtiore  noble  confideration,  then  that  of  parti- 
cular incercfl,  and  would  teftific  unto  you,  that  it  is  your  felf  I  lovc,and 
and  not  your  fortunes:  Believe,  1  befeech  you,  the  truefl  of  all  men  : 
you  gained  my  heart  the  firft  time  1  had  the  honour  to  fee  you  v  1  then 
gave  my  felf  wholy  as  yours,  :;ni  (aid  within  my  felf ,  what  I  have  often 
fince  reiterated,  that  you  being  rich  enough  to  purchafe  a  Soveraignty 
beyond  the  Alpes^  if  that  fhould  ever  happen,  lefleemedyou  a  fuffi- 
cient  worthy  perfon,to  deferve  to  have  me  live  under  your  Regency, 
and  that  I  was 

At  Paris  the  $.  of  Tour  mofi  bumble  fervmt 

CMarchi62l.  and  fnbje^ 

Balzac. 


To  Momfteur  de  Voiturc. 

Letter     XIV- 

T Hough  the  halfofF-At^zce  divide  us,  yet  are  you  as  prefent  to  my 
fpirit,  as  the  objefts  I  fee,and  you  have  part  in  all  my  thoughts  and 
dreams.  Rivers,  Plains,  and  Towns  may  well  oppofe  themfelves  to  my 
content:  they  cannot  hinder  my  memoric  fro  taking  entertainment  with 
you,or  from  the  frequent  tafle  of  thofe  excellent  difcourfes  wherewith 
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you  ha?€  graced  me  ,  till  I  be  fo  happy  as  again  to  hear  you.    Though 
you  fhould  grow  proud,  yet  muft  I  confefs,  1  conceive  not  any  thing  ei- 
,  thcr  great  or  fublirae,  fave  oncly  thofe  Seeds  you  have  fcacrered  in  my 
(  Soul ;  and  that  your  company  ,  which  at  ftrft,  was  right  plealing,  is  now 
I  become  abfolutely  necefTarie  for  me :  You  may  therefore  well  think  it 
,  is  not  willingly  I  leave  you  thus  long  in  your  MiftrelTes  hands ,  or  that 
i  I  fufFer  her  to  enjoy  my  goods,  without  giving  me  account  :  Every  mo- 
!  inent  fhe  obllgeth  you  to  allow  her,  are  fo  many  ufurpations  (he  makes 
upon  me  >  all  you  whifper  unto  her ,  are  fccrets  you  conceal  from  me  9 
and  to  have  your  converfation  in  mine  abfcnce,  is  to  inrich  her  fclf  by 
my  lolTcs.    But  there  is  no  reafon  I  fhoulci  malice  fo  fair  a  Rival,  in  that 
'   both  of  you  are  happy » or  that  I  frame  mine  affliftions  upon  your  mu- 
!    tual  contents ',  provided  (at  my  coming)  I  finde  four  Moncchs  abfcnce 
j   not  to  have  blotted  me  out  of  your  remembrance,  and  that  Love  Siath 
\   there  refervcd  fome  place  for  friendfhip,  I  fhall  ilili  have  for  mine  ad- 
'   vantage  the  time  palTing  to  attend  the  hour  afflgncd  j  and  you  will 
come  to  comfort  me  fometimes,  concerning  the  miferies  of  this  Age, 
I    andtheinjuftice  ofmen.     In  the  interim ,  in  the  place  where  now  I 
'  am,  as  I  have  but  flender  joyes ,  fo  have  I  not  any  great  difcontents :  I 
*    am  in  equal  diftancc  removed  from  disfavour  and  good  fortune,and  that 
')  unconflant  Goddcfs,  who  is  ever  imployed  in  depopulating  Cities ,  and 
1^  fubverting  States ,  hath  no  leafure  to  work  mifchief  in  mean  places. 
I  fee  ShepheardelTcs  who  can  oncly  fay,jfe^  and  nay, and  who  are  too 
grofs  witted  to  be  deceived  by  underftanding  perfons  *,  yet  is  painting 
as  little  known  among  them  as  Eloquence  i  and  bccaufe  I  am  their  Ma- 
iler, they  would  fuffcr  me  tofhewthem,  iflfopleafcd,  how  fmall  a 
diiiance  there  is  between  power  and  Tyrannic  :  inflead  of  the  fine 
'    words  and  quaint  difcourfes  wherein  your  Ladies  abound,  there  iflTses 
from  their  mouths  a  pure  and  innocent  breath ,  which  incorporates  ic 
felf  with  their  kiffes ,  and  gives  them  a  tafte  ,  you  ordinarily  finde  not 
among  thofe  of  the  Court.    Suppofing  therefore  you  make  not  any 
[    better  choice  there ,  then  I  happen  on  here  by  chance,  I  make  over 
\    particular  profcfllonj  to  relye  on  your  judgement,  and  of  being 
The  7 .  of  0£io^  Tour  mofi  humble  fervant 

ber  1625. 

BA  L2  A  C. 

To  Mounfienr  de  Vaugelas. 

Letter    XV. 

THe  good  opinion  you  have  of  me,  makes  op  more  then  half  my  me- 
rit, and  you  herein  rcfembic  the  Poets  ^pj<5^j,  who  out  of  fmall 
^  truths 
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truths  frame  incredible  fixions;  howfoeuer,  if  you  loved  me  not,  but 
according  to  the  rigour  of  Law  and  Reafon ,  I  flionld  much  fear  to  be 
but  of  indifferent  efteem  with  you.  Ic  is  then  much  better  for  me,  the 
afFcftion  you  bear  me ,  appear  rather  a  paflion  then  a  virtue.  Extre* ' 
mitiesin  all  other  things  are  reproveable,  in  this  laudable :  and  as  cer- 
tain Rivers  are  never  fo  ufefull  as  when  ihcy  overflow  :  fo  hath  Friend- 
fhip  nothing  more  excellent  in  ic  then  excefs ,  and  doth  rather  offend 
in  her  moderation  ,  then  in  her  violence.  Continue  therefore  in  ob- 
ferving  neither  rule,  nor  meafure,  in  the  favours  you  afford  me ,  and  to 
the  end  I  may  be  lawfully  ingratcful!,  being  infinitely  obliged,  leave  me 
not  fo.  much  as  words  wherewith  to  rhank  you.  Truely  your  laft  LcC- 
Uri  have  taken  from  me  all  the  terms  I  fhould  imploy  in  this  occafion, 
and  inftead  of  the  good  Offices  I  incrffjntly  receive  from  you,  it  feems 
you  will  onely  have  new  importunies  in  payment.  Since  it  is  thus,  fear 
not  my  nicenefs ,  or  that  in  matters  of  great  confcquence ,  I  make  not 
ufeof  your  affcdion,  and  in  flight  ones  I  abufe  it  not*,  henceforward  it 
is  requilite,  you  recover  all  my  Law-futcs,  corapofe  all  my  quarrels,  and 
corrcft  all  my  errours :  For  to  undertake  to  cure  all  my  difeafcs,  I  fnp< 
pofc  you  would  nor,  in  prejudice  of  Moimfieur  de  Lorime.  It  fhall  there- 
fore fuffice,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  let  him  at  this  palfage  read  howl  re- 
quire my  life  at  his  hands ;  and  if  the  onely  obeying  him,  will  prefcrvc 
me,  I  will  place  his  precepts  immediately  after  Gods  Commandments. 
There  is  noreccitdiftaflefull ,  if  his  Eloquence  affoard  theprepara* 
tive,  nor  pain  unafTwaged  by  his  words  ,  before  ic  be  expelled  by  his 
Art :  Remoteftcaufcs  are  as  vifible  to  him,  as  the  mo(tordinarieefFeds> 
and  if  nature  fhould  difcover  herlfelf  naked  unto  him,  he  could  not 
thereby  receive  auy  further  communication  of  her  fccrets,  then  he  hath 
acquired  by  former  experience.  Let  him  therefore  beflow  better 
nights  on  me,  then  thofe  I  have  had  thefe  fix  years,  wherein  I  have  had 
no  fleep  j  intreat  him  to  make  a  peace  between  my  Liver  and  Stomacky 
and  to  compofe  this  civil  War,  which  diflurbs  the  whole  infidc  of  my 
body,  if  he  dcfire  I  fhould  no  longer  live,  buc  for  his  glorie;  and  to 
perfwade  the  World,  he  is  nothing  indebted  to  thofe  Arabian  Princes, 
who  pradtifed  Thifick ,  or  to  the  gods  themfclves  who  invented  it. 
Truely  if  meer  Humanifls ,  whom  divers  of  his  profelTion  have  fome- 
times  fcorned,  feem  of  flight  confideration  with  him-,  or  if  he  be  not 
contented  with  a  civil  acknowledgement ,  I  am  ready  to  call  him  my 
prefcrver,  and  to  ereft  Altars,  and  offer  facrifice  unto  him :  Yea,to  com- 
pafs  this,  I  will  quit  the  better  part  of  what  I  implore  •,  Ic  fhall  fuffice  he 
hinder  me  from  dying  ,  and  that  he  canfe  my  difeafes  and  plaints  to  en- 
dure fome  thrce-fcore  years.  I  would  likewife  know  (if  ^yoii  pleafe) 
what  his  good  Cozen  doth,  that  Cittizen  of  all  Common-  wealths ,  that 
man  who  is  no  more  a  fVangcr  in  Perfia ,  then  in  France ,  and  whofe 

I  4  know- 
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knowledge  hath  the  fame  extent,  as  hath  all  the  Turkijh  Empire ,  and 
all  the  ancient  Roman  Monmchy,  I  have  at  the  lealt  ihice  hun.^rcd 
qpeftioni  to  alk  him  ,  and  a  whole  Volumne  of  doubts  to  propofe  unto 
him  y  i  txpeft  at  our  ftrft  meeting,to  lefolve  hich  him  upon  thr  afFiirs  of 
former  ages,  and  concerning  the  differcnr  opinions  of  h^omm  and  Ge- 
nebrard  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  Efcales  and  cafaubon  on  th^  oiher.  I  am 
in  chc  mean  time  refolvcd  to  pafs  ten  or  twelve  dayes  with  Moum^cur  de 
!2^-2<:<7/?,  totheend  tofechim  in  that  time  work  miraclts,  and  write 
things  which  God  mud  neceiTirily  reveal  unto  him.  Trut  ly  Conquc- 
rourshave  no  greater  advantage  over  Mafters  of  Fence,  i  hen  he  hath 
over  Doftors ',  and  he  is  at  this  day  one  of  the  great  worker  anfhips  of 
Nature.  If  all  wits  were  like  his,  there  would  be  a  gicat  deal  o»  rime 
loft  at  School ;  Univerfities  would  become  the  moft  unprofirab \c  pirts 
of  the  Common-weal:h,  and  Lai'dc  as  well  zsM^Um  pjrchmcnc ,  wi^h 
other  forraign  Merchandizes,  woUld  be  father  marks  of  our  vanity,  th^n 
any  effcfts  of  our  nectfTity^ 
The  10.  o/Oftober  162  $. 


ToMounfieur  ^^  Racan. 

Le   T  TE  R       XVI. 

WEte  my  health  better  then  it  is^yet  the  roughnefs  of  the  feafbw 
we  arc  entring  into,  and  which  I  hoped  to  prevent ,  makes  me 
over  apprehenfive,  to  ftirouc  of  my  Chamber,  or  to  hazard  my  felf  in  a 
long  voyage :  ASunlefsday,  or  one  night  in  a  bad  Hofl-houfe,were  fuf- 
ficient  to  finifh  the  work  of  my  death  j  and  in  the  ftite  wherein  I  am, 
I  fhould  much  fooner  arrive  in  the  next  'WoxXA^xhtmiChajtelleTaut, 
I  muft  therefore  intrcat  you  to  hold  me  excufed,  if  1  keep  not  promifc 
with  you,  or  if  I  take  fome  longer  time  to  make  provifion  of  ftrength, 
to  prepare  my  felf  for  fo  hardy  an  encerprize.  At  our  return  from 
Court,  we  are  to  come  to  your  delicate  Houfe,  and  to  fee  the  places 
where  the  Mufcs  have  appeared  unto  you,  and  diftated  the  Vcrfcs  we 
have  fo  much  admired.  Thofe  wherewith  you  lionoured  me,do  over- 
much engage  me,  to  leave  my  judgement  at  liberty  ',  I  will  onely  con- 
tent my  felf ,  to  proteft  that  you  were  never  fo  very  a  Poet,  as  when  you 
fpake  of  me  •,  and  that  you  have  Art  enough  to  invent  new  Fablcs,as  in- 
credible as  ancient  fiftions :  it  feems  Divinity  cpft  you  nothing  jand  be- 
caufe  your  Predcceflbrs  have  furni/hed  Heaven  with  aUTorrs  of  people, 
and  (ince  Aflrologers  have  there  placed  Monfters,  you  fuppofe  it  may 
be  likewife  lawfull  for  you,  at  Icaft  ,to  get  entrance  there  for  fome  of 
vour  friends.    You  may  do  Sir  what  you  plcafe  j  nor  have  I  any  caufe 

to 
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to  blanac  the  height  of  you  aflTcdion  .  fince  I  hold  he  loves  not  fu(pq: 
cntly,  who  loves  not  exctflivcly.  It  will  onely  be  the  good  wits  of  our 
age  who  will  not  pardon  you  ',  and  will  take  ir  impatiently ,  to  fee  rMT 
name  in  your  Verfes  with  as  great  Splendor  and  Pompe  as  that  of  4?te- 
mifa  and  Ydalia.  But:  as  yoa  imploy  not  other  mens  pafhons  cither  fji^ 
matter  of  hate  or  love  *,  fo  I  fuppofe  you  make  lefs  ufe  of  rhcir  eyes  in 
judging  the  truth  of  thing?.  In  this  cafe,  I  am  fufhcicnrly  confident  ^^ 
my  Ketoriili ,  to  aiTure  my  felf  I  fhall  at  all  times  perf<vadc  you,that  ^  am 
more  eflimable  then  mine  Entmits  :and  that  tliey  have  no  other  a3r 
vantage  over  me,  who  am  fick,  but  onely  health,  if  they  injoy  it.  ^g. 
fides ,  you  need  not  make  any  Apology  in  cxcufe  of  your  tedioufneft  iff 
well  perceive  by  the  Excellencie  of  your  labours,  the  time  you  h^yc 
therein  imployed,  and  know  that  perfeftion  is  not  prefently  to  be  Re- 
tained. A  Craftf-man  may  cafily  in  a  fhort  time  finifh  diverfe  Statues  of 
Clay ,  or  Plafter ,  but  thcfe  are  but  for  a  dayes  ufe,  or  to  ferve  as  Orpar 
ments  at  a  Cities  triumph,  not  to  continue  many  K'«^^  raigns :  Thofc 
who  carve  in  Brafs  or  Marble,  wax  old  upon  their  works,and  doubtlefs^ 
matters  ever  to  endure  are  long  to  be  meditated  :  if  my  3iegYeme  woqI(J 
permit  me,  I  could  fay  mort^  unto  you,  bur  all  I  can  obacin  of  it,  i^  to 
fign  this  Letttr,  and  to  alTure  yow  that  I  am  perfeftly 

The  20.  of  No-  roiiYmo^  humble  and,  fj^- 

vmh,\62^.  eilonate  fervant  y         < 

Balzac. 


To  the  Abbot  of'S'r',  Cyrafi. 

Letter     XVII. 

Since  you  defire  to  fee  in  what  Stile  I  begun  to  write ;  and  how  fuflS- 
cient  a  fellow  I  was  a c  nineteen  :  I  here  fend  you  my  errours  of  thap 
age, and  the  firfl  faults  I  committed  :  it  were  much  better  to  condemn 
their  memory,  then  to  fall  into  them  afrefh,  by  renewing  them  in  this 
place.  But  you  will  be  abfolutely  obeyed ,  and  I  have  no  refiflancf 
againfl  your  force:  See  here  then  the  remainder  of  many  things  nc^w 
loft,  and  what  I  have  faved  from  fhip- wrack ,  being  neither  valuable  tp 
the  Diamonds,  or  lumps  of  Ambergreece,  the  Sea  hath  lately  caft  upqn 
the  Cozdoi Bayone. 

I  advife  you  for  your  honours  fake,not  to  refrefh  the  memory  of  ^^it 
is  part  ,  nor  tofeek  for  examples  of  your  fidelity  in  our  Civil  w^ts, 
fmce  you  have  not  therein  conferved  it.  You  may  hereupon  fay  wlkit 
you  pleafe ,  and  try  ( if  you  can  ;  to  make  things  fecm  to  us  con- 
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itixy  to  what  they  are  y  yet  am  I  well  aflfared,  you  were  engaged  in  t 
f aft  ion  j  wherein  you  have  not  been  ufefulJ  to  the  King ,  no,nor  where 
;^ou  could  fcrve  him  as  an  honeft  man  ought;  fo  as  if  you  dcfiic  I  ftould 
(to  do  you  a  favour)  forget  things  part  >  or  if  you  will  alleadge  that  rhe 
tranquillitywe  now  enjoy,  and  the  good  order  ufed  in  mannaging  Pu- 
Blick  affairs ,  were  the  tffefts  of  your  prudent  conduft  *,  befides  ,  that 
this  glorre  is  not  abfolutely  due  unro  you, and  there  lemaining  others 
vjrho  fuppofc  they  have  as  large  a  fharc  therein  as  your  felf.  You  muft 
not  take  it  ill,  if  I  freely  tell  you,  there  is  not  any  thing  therein  wor- 
ttiyof  adrrtiration.  You  entered  upon  the  State- government  in  a  peace- 
aibie  time,  you  therein  found  all  things  fo  well  difpofed,  as  they  feemcd 
6f  chemfelves  to  work  the  wifhed  effefts  j  and  the  mofl  of  the  French  fo 
ftrdinedtofobjeftion,  asit  wasnohard  matter  to  bring  them  to  due 
obedience.  And  herein  you  are  neceffarily  to  confefsj  you  owe  much 
iti  CC  Cf  and  that  he  palTcd  the  laft  years  of  his  life  for  your  inflrufti- 
6ns,-  as  he  fince  then  died  for  the  general  good  of  this  Kingdom.  If 
t?htrc  hath  been  any  obftacle  to  remove,  which  at  this  prefent  may  be 
tiTOnbleromc  unto  you,  he  hath  before  hif  death  rid  his  hands  thereof, 
#hh  as  much  good  fortune  as  refolution.  If  i t  may  be  eftccmed  a  be- 
iffdfir,  to  undcrfland  the  nature  of  the  peoplc,thereby  to  deal  with  them 
according  to  their  hunfiours,  he  hath  made  it  appear  unto  you,there  was 
Mt  any  thing  above  his  patience  ?  fince  without  refentment ,  he  was 
able  to  fuffer  the  lofs  of  his  liberty  \  and  if  fo  it  werejthat  he  was  forced 
to  make  ufe  of  fome  violent  aft,  which  ne^erthelefs  was  neceiTary ^nei- 
ther hatred,  nor  envy  have  ever  been  of  power  to  hinder  his  under- 
takings. In  a  word,  he  hatTi  tamed  the  moft  ftubborn  fpirirs,  he  hath 
left  the  parties  who  moft  pe|plcxed  this  poor  Kingdom ,  cither  abfo- 
fotely  ruined  i  or  fo  weaknecT,  as  they  are  utterly  unable  to  rife  again. 
Uc  hath  accuftomed  all  men  to  patience,  and  hath  performed  foftrange 
things,  as  we  now  finde  not  any  thing  extraordinary  j  and  (what  I  moft 
^ftcem)  he  hath  made  the  World  fee  how  great  things  rhe  Kings  Au- 
thority was  able  to  do,  though  fomctimes  he  did  this  for  the  eftablifhing 
his  own.  I  therefore  do  not  at  all  now  wonder ,  if  having  found  affairs 
difpofed  to  receive  fuch  imprcffions  as  you  pleafed  to  put  upon  them, 
you  have  hitherto  caufed  them  to  fallout  indifferently  well,  or  if  you 
have  not  as  yet  committed  any  confiderable  erronrs  in  the  mannaging 
of  State-affairs,  as  not  having  any  matter  of  difficulty  to  overcome,  you 
have  oncly  herein  fuffered  your  felf  to  be  guided  by  common  and  ordi- 
nary prcfidents.  But  what  is  all  this  ?  that  your  indeavours  fhould  de- 
fcrve  to  be  preferred  before  all  thofe  fervices  the  T>.  and  P.  with  their 
fredeceiTors  have  performed.  Had  you  any  imagination ,  when  yoU 
fpake  in  fo  high  terms  ,  you  could  caufe  us  to  believe  (o  great  impro- 
babilities ;  or  had  you  fo  poor  an  opinion  of  all  mens  judgements,  as 
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to  fuppofe  we  more  valued  your  fears  and  continual  diftrufts,  then^fo 
many  generous  aftions  performed  by  them  in  the  eye  of  all  Chriften' 
dom,  for  the  glorie  and  reputation  of  this  Crown.  I  will  not  touch 
upon  the  merits  of  the  living,  left  you  fhould  impute  that  to  a  dcfire  of 
complacency,  or  feme  particular  obligation,  which  theonely  intcreftof 
truth  cxafteth  of  me.  I  onely  require  juftice  for  the  dead  ,  whom  yoa 
have  dared  to  wrong  in  the  l\}n^s  prerence,againfl  all  rules  of  piety, 
obliging  you  to  refped  their  memory.  Doubt  not,  but  that  they  arc 
yet  (enfible  of  things  in  this  World ,  and  that  amidft  the  glorie  and 
contentments  they  polVefs,  their  care  to  live  in  the  {zood  odour  of  men, 
doth  yet  continue  :  You  may  therefore  well  imagine,  they  have  juft 
caufeto  think,  thofe  lives  they  have  loft  in  their  Princes  lervice,  and 
for  the  defence  of  their  Countrey  had  been  ill  imployed  ,  and  might 
juftly  complain  of  our  ingratitude,  fhould  we  fuflfer  before  our  eyes 
their  reputations  to  be  queftioned,  wirhout  teftifying  any  diftafte.  In 
vain  had  they  triumphed  over  the  moft  beaucifull  parts  of  the  earth, 
and  carried  their  vi^orious  Arms  where  the  name  of  Vrmcc  was  noc 
yet  arrived.  To  fmall  purpofe  had  they  recluded  the  power  of  ftrangcrs, 
wherein  the  limits  of  Nature  prefcribed  unto  them.  In  vain  likewile^e- 
ven  in  our  memorie  had  they  confcrvcd  State  &  7i^c/igio»,  when  thofe  of 
your  faftion  did  divcrfly  labour 'the  ruine  of  b®th ',  fhould  you  now  be 
fufFered  to  enter  into  comparifon  with  them;  or  as  though  the  poftef- 
fionof  that  glorie  wherein  they  alwayes  remained,  were  unjuftly  con- 
troverted in  their  cafe.  Bur  the  mifchief  herein  is,  that  we  have  onely 
righton  our  fide,and  that  all  things  are  foaverfeuntous,as  it  will  be 
very  hard  to  caufe  reafon  to  be  fo  much  as  regarded ,  becaufe  it  favours 
us  i  foas  I  get  nothing  by  difputing  with  a  man  who  is  above  Laws^^nd, 
in  whofe  behalf  the  K.ing  hath  received  fo  advantagious  imprcflions  ,  as 
he  may  fecurely  exercife  his  paflions,  under  pretext  of  his  Antborky^znd 
confound  his  particular  enmities,  together  with  the  interefts  of  the 
Comrmn-wcalth.  I  fhould  be  very  loath  to  fay  you  are  grown  to  fucb 
extremities,  or  that  out  of  vanity  and  prefumprion ,  two  imperfeftipns 
purely  humane,you  fhould  fo  (uddenly  be  ftept  into  Cruelly  &  Tyramk^ 
two  Diabolical  £/r(?wj.  Neverthelefs,  if  having  great  power  in  the 
S^nii  breaft ,  (as  indeed  you  may  do  much)  you  caufe  a  general  diffi- 
dence therein  of  all  things,  and  indeavour  to  bring  his  beft  fervants  in- 
to fufpition  with  him ,  thereby  to  make  them  unufefull:  If  you  intend 
by  imaginarie  jealoufies  to  divert  his  inclination  from  that  goodnefs, 
whereto  at  all  times  it  hath  had  an  extraordinary  propention ;  or  if 
you  hinder  him  from  the  free  ufe  of  his  natural  debonarity  toward  her, 
who  brought  him  into  this  world.  Do  you  not  think  men  will  begin 
to  fay,  it  is  noc  vanity  alone  hath  fpoiled  you  ?  and  that  it  will  not  be  ge- 
nerally wifhed,  that  the  Maxims  you  make  ufc  of,  were  feme  what  more 
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chnfli'm^  and  lefs  contrary  to  Gois  Commandments.  I  know  we  have  a 
Trmce  of  fiich  perfcftion^as  Hcavcv  ir  felfcannot  without  miracle  make 
tirthcr  addition,then  Expcicncc.  So  timely  a  wife  man  hath  fcascc  ever 
been ',  all  his  inclinations  do  wholy  aim  at  good,  and  yirtne  is  to  him  f(J' 
rjaturalj  as  I  verily  believe  he  would  be  much  rroublcd  to  do  ill.  But 
you  arc  not  ignorant  that  one  cannot  give  poifon  ro  ar.y  man  fo  eafily, 
is  to  him  whom  in  taking  ir,  fuppoferh  he  receiverh  wholeTom  Phifick, 
^nd  that  ill  counfels  have  never  fo  grear  power  over  our  fpirits,  as  when 
^e  embrace  them  withouc  diftrufl.  Surely  the  uttcrmofl  of  evils  is  that, 
whereof  we  have  neither  knowledge  nor  apprehenfion  •,  nor  is  there  any 
fault  more  dangerous,  then  when  we  make  ufe  of  rcafon  ir  felf  in  our  er- 
tours.  1  have  no  purpofe  to  offend  any  with  my  difcourfe  ,  and  do  in- 
trcat  you  to  believe,  1  think  it  very  well  you  make  ufe  of  all  rhe  means, 
^QU  fuppofc,  may  conduce  to  the  caufing  rhe  K^ngs  aurhorlty  to  become 
ttiore  awfull  toali  men,and  publick  peace  further  confirmed.  Thefe  are 
two  fo  delicate  matters,  as  they  cannot  be  touched  without  danger,  nor 
fconfcrvcd  with  over -much  care.  Yet  muft  you  pardon  me,  if  I  fay  you 
ate  to  be  very  circumfped,  left  in  thinking  to  ftrengthen  this  authority, 
you  abufc  it  not  to  the  prejudice  of  your  own  conlcience  ',  and  you  are 
^■ithallto  confider,  that  Veace  cannot  be  of  any  long  contin«ance,  if  it 
he  pleafmg to  God ,  who  hath  never  fufF,red  without  refenrment, that 
the  Laws  of  Nature  fhould  be  violated.  Thefe  Laws  the  Barbarians 
themfclves allow  of,  have  not  been  eftablifhcd  either  by  force  or  necef- 
lity,as  others  are :  The  fiift  thing  we  can  do,  is  to  folinw  them,  and  the 
Obedience  we  yield  them,  can  neither  be  nii!d<!r,  nor  more  eafie :  They 
arcflot  engraven  upon  Marble,  but  are  born  wich  us*,  they  are  not  pecu- 
liar to  one  people  or  Countrey,  but  are  common  to  all  men :  They  have 
hot  ordained  any  punifhment  for  thofe  who  will  not  oSrerve  them  ,  fo 
was  it  not  probable ,  that  any  could  be  found  fo  much  their  own  ene- 
mies, as  to  be  inclined  to  fuch  extreamiries.  To  conclude,  they  were 
riot  made  for  the  mean  and  vulgar  people  onely ,  but  for  all  the  World: 
and  thofe  are  the  more  ftriftjy  thereto  obliged,  who  owe  moft  to  their 
^xtraftion.  If  this  be  true  (as  you  cannot  bur  know)  fhould  not  Heaven 
be  injured  ?  things  both  Divine  and  J^/or^/,  fhould  they  not  be  openly 
difpifedj  would  not  Nature  her  felf  cry  vengeance  againft  you  ,  fhould 
you  by  your  crafts  and  difguifements  animate  a  youn^  Prince  againft 
that  perfon,  who  of  all  the  World,  ought  to  be  moft  dear  unto  him,  and 
deface  out  of  his  royal  Soul  by  your  fervile  fears  (ill  founded)  his  firft 
and  moft  innocent  affcftions  ?  I  will  not  believe  for  mine  own  concent, 
and  the  honour  of  our  age,that  this  mifchief  can  happenjbut  I  am  much 
perplexed  to  know  who  it  is,  that  caufeth  all  honeft  men  to  iigh  ,  who 
hindreth  us  theperfcft  feeling  of  that  felity  peace  affoards,  and  which 
tompafTionatcth  even  ftrangcrs ,  who  are  Icaft  intereflfed  in  our  affairs. 

will 
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will  you  have  fo  favage  a  Soul,  as  to  dread  the  faireft  thing  t}ic  WoiIj} 
afFoardeth  ?  or  can  you  be  fo  pufiUanimou!,  as  to  have  any  timorous  rcr 
fleftion  upon  an  affliftcd  pcrfon  ?  Can  you  imagine  goodness  it  felf 
fliouid  do  hurt ,  or  that  the  Court  cannot  without  danger  behold  wHac 
it  hach  heretofore  fcen  with  fo  grcar  contentment  ?  For  my  parr,  if  th!§ 
be  thus,  I  findc  no  diflr»;rence  between  a  lofl  ftate,  and  one  concerning  is 
(elf  in  this  (ort  •,  and  it  muft  needs  be,  thofe  miferies  you  apprehend  afp 
very  violent,  if  they  exceed  your  remedies.  Alas,  if  we  have  fcrgotccij 
we  arc  Chridian*,  fhall  we  not  at  leaft  remember  we  are  men  ?  if  we  be 
almoftinlcnnble,even  to  brutality,  fhall  we  not  yet  affcard  forncthing 
to  apparance  ?  Be  fatisfied  in  being  in  cflimation  and  favour  with  the 
ICiwg:  Govern  alone,  (if  you  can)  all  his  affairs ',  adminifler  fuftice  withf 
out  any  afliftanr  *,  take  all  his  authority  into  your  own  hands  •,  yet  fuffef 
his  ^lotha  to  fee  him,  give  way  that  he  refufe  her  not  a  favour ,  whic!) 
he  cannot  hinder ,  even  his  very  enemies,  foraetimes  from  enjoying. 
AfFoard  jfmce  it  is  in  your  power,  this  favour  to  all  Fra?ice ',  appeafe^  in 
time  thofe  publick  complaints  ready  to  rife  againflyou^and  flacknipg 
fome  pare  of  your  rigorous  counfels ,  add  this  oncly  point  deficient  iij 
the  felicity  of  this  K^ngsvaign.  If  you  can  procure  fo  pious  a  thing,  an4 
fo  pleafmg  to  Go^and  Ma?r,  this  great  reputation  of  Honcjiy  you  haye 
fhrewdly  hazarded,  will  return  with  more  glitter,  and  lufter  then  ever  |g 
had  i  we  will  not  believe  cur  own  eyes,  if  they  fhe  w  us  any  thing  oppq- 
fite  thereunto:  We  willfuppofe  it  is  fome  other  who  hada  defire  to  out 
ftrip  the  D.  and  P.  and  how  there  is  not  any  apparance,  that  a  man  ir? 
whom  age  ought  to  finifh,  what  the  ftudy  of  uifidom  had  happily  left 
unperfcft,  fhould  ftill  be  fubjeft  to  enter  into  errours.  But  if  on  the 
other  fide,  you  go  on  in  abufmg  cur  good  K^^igs  facility,  &  unprofitably 
to  perplex  his  fpirits  with  perpetual  diftrufts,ifyoudifguife  all  things 
unto  him  ,  on  purpofe  to  caufe  him  to  perceive  nothing,  but  what  yoij 
pleafe,  nor  to  take  notice  of  ill,  being  hidden  under  the  apparance  ofit^ 
contrary  ;  perfwade  not  your  felf ,  that  God  will  long  fufFtr  Truth  to  be 
unknown.  Do  not  think,but  things  will  fhortly  return  to  the  fame  terms 
wherein  'Nature  placed  them  *,  or  that  the  Iv^wg  having  once  difcoverq^ 
the  bad  defigns  of  his  Favourites,  will  noteafily  be  induced  once  agaii? 
to  amaze  the  whole  World,  by  a  fecond  example  of  his  Juftkc^  and  tp 
fatisfie  his  peoples  complaints ,  by  abandoning  them  to  publick  venge.- 
ance.  Then  will  you  over-Iare  reflleft  upon  this  Worlds  vanity  :yo!^ 
Will  then  confider^that  when  we  eftecmed  you  happy,  you  were  mcJuntf 
I  cd  to  a  place  from  whence  there  is  not  any  who  have  not  fallen ,  and 
'  how  F<?,r//a^  envious  of  your  felicity,  drew  you  from  that  fweet  ancj 
^  peaceable  life,wherein  you  were  entred  j  fearing  left  thereby  you  mighf 
|f  ponfcfvc  your  yktiic^  or  therein  avoid  your  ruin. 
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To  Monnfteur  Malherb. 
Letter     XVIIL 

AFccr  I  have  told  you  how  dear  the  teftimonies  I  have  received 
from  your  remembrance  ate  unco  mc  \  I  can  do  no  kfs  then  thank 
you  for  the  good  Jaftui  you  afFoardcd  mt.  If  the  like  Integrity  yfttt 
to  be  found  among  thofc,who  have  the  life  and  fortunes  of  men  in 
their  hands,  I  fhould  take  pleafure  in  pleading,  and  by  the  fame  reafon 
Laws  punifti  offenders,  I  mighc  hope  to  be  rewarded.  It  may  be  I 
flatter  my  felf,  but  I  fuppofe  my  intertft  \i  the  fame  with  all  honefl 
men,  and  that  they  can  no  longer  live  \\\  lecuricyjfuice  1  am  fallen  upon, 
for  the  virtues  I  value  in  them.  Surely,  if  the  World  fufFcr  ill  tongues 
to  touch  upon  my  labours,  it  is  very  probable,  they  will  not  fpare  other 
mens  j  aiid  that  hereafter  ihere  will  not  be  any  thing  fo  excellent, 
which  fhall  not  be  hated,  nor  fo  holy  ,  fomc  Lyfander  will  not  violate. 
Thefe  ill  examples  therefore  arc  not  to  be  fuffered,  nor  is  it  to  be  tol- 
lerated,  that  one  particular  perfon  forfakc  publick  belief ,  to  rely  upon 
his  own  peculiar  fence  :  and  fhould  this  diforder  continue,Artificers  and 
Farmers  would  (at  length)  prove  reformers  of  State.  I  pretend  not 
hereby  to  lelTen  the  favour  I  received  from  you  :  But  on  the  contrary, 
I  am  fo  eafie  to  oblige ,  as  I  fuppofe  my  friends  give  me  all  whatfoevcr 
they  take  not  from  me  j  you  will  yet  avouch  thus  much,  that  lupporting 
my  fide,  you  do  in  fome  fort  fight  in  your  own  defence  :  For  if  to  day 
they  fay,  my  Stile  is  not  good,  tomorrow  they  will  maintain  your 
Rimes  to  be  naught.  But  it  is  now  time,  after  I  have  thanked  you,thac 
I  wrangle  with  you,  and  complain  for  having  been  injured  in  the  per- 
fon of  ^lounfieur  de  Kacan ,  whom  you  tax  for  a  difeafe,  whereof  I  have 
been  dead  this  ten  years.  1  doubt  nor,  but  that  part  of  us  whereby  wc 
are  men,  as  well  as  by  reafon,  hath  heretofore  acquired  you  Honour  > 
and  that  our  Hiftorie  ought  to  yield  a  glorious  teftimonie  of  your  fore- 
palTed  virtues  in  that  klnde :  But  iince  you  can  no  longer  be  happy 
therein  ,  but  by  mcmorie  j  and  that  your  courage  will  now  fland  in 
need  of  your  Sons  aMance  j  me  thinks,  it  is  unfeemly  for  you  to  fcoflFe 
at  our  weaknels  j  for  howfoevcr  in  accufing  us ,  for  not  having  conti- 
nued young  fo  long  as  your  felf  syou  can  onely  tax  us  for  arriving  at  rhe 
Haven  fooncr  then  you  have  done.  There  is  none  but  M»  F.  who  may 
boldlylaugh  at  the  debility  of  others,  and  make  jefts  at  our  charge  > 
but  he  hath  reafon  fo  to  do,  fince  his  merit  herein  is  generally  acknow- 
ledged ;  2s  being  little  lefs  valiant  in  thofc  feats,  then  that  ancient  He- 
roes ,  who  fubdued  Monflcrs,  and  in  one  night  was  fifty  times  Son  in 
law  to  one  of  his  Hofts.    I  infinicely  efleem  the  csnincnt  qualities 
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wherewith  he  is  adorned  ,  and  hiide  nothing  in  him  which  is  notpef- 
fe^Iy  pleafing.  Buc  when  I  confidct  that  he  is  capeable  to  caufe  us  to 
be  dcfpifcd  by  a  whole  Sex,  and  ro  make  us  ridiculous  to  the  mci| 
beautifullpartofthe  World,  I  have  great  comcftation  within  my  fel^ 
to  forbear  to  wi/h,  him  ill  y  and  whai  parr  ioever  I  take » touching  the 
glorie  all  men  allow  him :  Yet  doch  it  not  a  little  anger  me  3  .that  J3f^ 
Eloquence  is  not  fo  mafculine  as  his. 

Thci$.  of^//^.  1^2$. 


To  Momfteur  de  Vaugelas, 

Letter    XIX. 

WErc  it  not  for  the  Utter  you  wrote  me,  I  fhould  have  flood  ^ 
need  of  all  my  Phylofophy  to  comfort  my  felf  for  the  lofe  f 
have  received.  But  fmce  you  have  fent  me  the  counterfeit  of  that  di- 
vine company  1  left  at  Par^s ,  having  thereby  fomcthing,  rcprcfenting 
my  forcpalTed  good  fortune  ',  take  it  not  ill,  I  begin  ro  have  lefs  apn 
prehcnlion  then  formerly  I  bad,  of  the  difcomfortl  luffer  in  being  re» 
moved  from  you  j  or  if  I  fay,  you  have  caufcd  your  abfenceto  become 
thereby  the  lefs  irkforae  unro  me,  which  otherwvfe  would  have  proyed 
infuppor table.  Lucidor  dorb  overmuch  oblige  nae  in  retaining  me  In 
hismemorie,  and  in  defiring  my  company  in  his  inchantcd  PaUace,  I 
bcfecch  you  to  tell  him,  I  (ball  never  forget  the  happy  day  we  there 
/pent, and  that  I  cannot  believe ,  there  is  a  more  excellent  Strufture 
even  in  the  Roman  Kingdom,  though  buildcd  by  the  very  hands  c^ 
Tafio  or  Ariofo:  in  fadnefs  my  thoughts  ftayed  there,  when  I  parted 
thence,  I  ftill  walk  in  his  Allies ',  I  wander  in  his  Woods ,  and  flumbc^ 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Fairies  Fountain  ,  whereof  I  need  onely  drii^k 
a  drop  to  turn  Poet :  That  infinity  of  different  beauties  difcovering 
themfelves  to  our  eyes,  at  the  opening  of  the  Gates,  caufcd  me  inftant> 
Jy  to  hate  7(omej  Faru^wnd  all  Cities  \  and  I  termed  the  Duke  oiyenice 
miferablc,  in  that  he  is  condemned  never  to  remove  from  the  place 
where  he  is,  and  confequently  never  to  fee  what  I  there  beheld.  The 
Foot- port,  who  is  to  carry  this  Letter ,  doth  much  prefs  my  difpatcb, 
telling  me,  he  fhall  hazard,  to  remain  ftill  in  this  place,  if  I  make  it  any 
longer.  This  is  equally  my  miferie ,  and  your  good  fortune  j  for  as  l 
am  conftraincd  to  deprive  my  felf  of  the  contentment  to  enterraii? 
time  with  you  ,  fo  will  this  free  you  from  divers  impertinent  fpeecbCiSi, 
wherewith  happily  I  fhould  othcrwifc  have  iipporciined  you. 

T/'f4-o/Augufti52S. 
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Letter    XX.     - 

To  the  fame. 

I  Can  no  longer  live  witbouc  receiving  news  from  you  ,  and  under- 
ftanding  froiii  your  felf ,  the  good  lucccfs  cf  your  voyage-  Mybro- 
ttrtr  writ  unto  me  ,  thty  have  done  you  fome  kinde  of  jufticc  ,  whcre- 
v^lth  you  were  reafonable  well  plcafed  *,  but  if  this  content  be  not  ab- 
foluce  5  I  am  refolved  not  co  rejoyce ,  and  I  do  already  condcmne  the 
S^ate,  and  all  thole  who  govern  ic.  Iris  a  fliame  to  fee  the  bounties 
6i  Princes  in  the  hands  of  fuch  perfonswho  can  neither  bcufeful]  nor 
fitafing  unco  them  j  and  that  hontft  men  muftftili  fatisfic  themfclves 
'Vfeith  the  oncly  reftimony  of  a  good  confcience ,  and  in  the  content 
they  receive  in  well  doing :  For  my  part ,  I  will  not  complain  of  For- 
ttine,  provided,  ycu  occaf:on  to  commend  her.  Now,  if  the  Mini- 
ftfcfs  of  State  undei  flood  my  fccret,  andthitfor  fatisfyiug  of  two, 
it. Were  oncly  necefl'jry  to  oblige  one*,  by  acquitting  themfclvcs  of 
t^hac  they  owe  you  ,  they  might  eafily  fpare  what  they  have  pro- 
fiiiifed  me.  We  have  newly  received  ridings  of  the  Defeat  given  to 
the  Enemies  naval  Army  ,  bur  having  left  one  of  my  near  friends 
Hf  that  Conflid  ,  I  cannot  forbear  to  be  a  bad  French- mart  till  to 
i;fioTrow,  and  to  grieve  for  the  Victory,  whereat  all  others  rejoyce: 
Sefidcs,  I  being  of  a  profeflion  onely  e^^ercifed  in  private,  andre- 
jpofe ,  1  alTurc  you  the  report  of  Cannons  begins  to  trouble  me » 
for  of  all  wars  ,  thofe  of  Germany  plcafe  me  beft  ,  in  that  I  am 
thirty  dayes  journeys  off :  Our  Doftors  fay  no  Icfs  then  I  do  :  the 
rhofl  zealous  among  them ,  longingly  txped  a  more  quiet  feafon  9 
fearing  the  mine  of  the  adverfe  part,-  for  the  intereft  of  their  Ar- 
gtiments  and  Scholicrfliip  :  and  in  very  truth  ,  I  cannot  conceive 
what  they  fhould  do  with  their  controverfies  ,  where  there  no  lon- 
ger any  againft  whom  thay  coold  contend,  1  write  you  this  from 
tht  bank  of  the  moft  beautifull  River  of  the  World  b  but  being  fo 
fat  from  you,  I  talie  all  pleafures  impcrfcftlyi  and  were  my  Kinf- 
itjan  revived  ,  not  (ecing  you ,  there  would  flill  remain  a  kinde  of 
afifliftion  upon  me  ,  which  nothing  but  your  prefcnce  is  able  to 
c^fe.  Without  playing  the  Poet ,  I  can  aflure  you,  I  have  taught 
Vbur  name  to  all  the  Rocks  in  my  wildernels  :and  it  is  written  up- 
afi  the  Barks  of  all  our  Trees  :  but  you  are  no  way  obliged  unto 
itie  ,  in  that  I  love  you  extraordinarily.  It  is  an  aftion  indepen- 
dant  on  my  will  or  free  cleftion ,  it  being  at  this  prefent  asnecef- 
flty  for  me,  as  all  other  things  are,  without  which  I  cannot  fub- 
fl/t  :  And  it  is  requifue  I  fuflFcr  my  felf  to  be  tranrporced  by  the 
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force  of  my  inclination ,  which  another  would  call  his  Dcflhiy.  Be 
therefore  when  you  plcafe  mine  enemy  >  you  are  alTurcd  1  fhall  ne- 
ver be  but 

The  2 1 .  of  Septeni'  ^^^^ ''  ^^^  humble  and  most 

ber  l6iS»  faithfull  fcrvant 

Balzac. 


To  the  fame. 

Letter     XXI. 

A  Lame  Foot-man  would  have  made  more  hafte  then  the  MclTen- 
ger  did ,  who  delivered  me  your  two  Utters^  fifteen  dayes  after 
the  latter  of  them  was  written :  Yet  notwitl^ftanding  was  he  very  well- 
corn,  and  had  it  been  L\  fancier  himfclf,  bringing  news  from  you,  he  had 
been  inviolable  to  all  my  Lackiesi  and  I  had  received  him  as  my  friend. 
Trucly,  there  is  not  any  difcontent  which  is  not  loft,  in  the  joy  I  re- 
ceive to  be  beloved  by  you,  and  if  thefmalldifpleafurethey  have  done 
me,  were  of  power  to  offend  me,  I  fhould  in  your  favours  finde  the  re- 
medy others  feek  for  revenge.  I  have  as  unmovedly  read  the  Satyre 
made  againft  me,  as  I  write  this  Letter',  and  have  onely  accufcd  my  bad 
fortune,  which  hath  at  all  times  chofen  the  mofl  infamous  of  all  men 
for  mine  enemies:  you  cannot  imagine  how  much  I  am  afhamed  of  this 
unlucky  accident, and  of  the  wrong  I  fuppofe  I  receive,  when  at  any 
time  they  give  me  the  advantage  in  a  comparifon  wherein  Lyfander  can- 
not enter  without  having  the  better  of  it.  Yet  Sir ,  I  am  refolvcd  to 
have  patience ,provided,the  War  you  raife  againft  me,be  onely  feigned, 
and  that  you  fpeak  not  ferioufty  \  for  furely  I  would  burn  all  my  pa- 
pers, were  they  culpable  of  one  fingle  word  difpleaiing  unto  you  j  and 
my  thoughts  fhould  be  far  different  from  my  intention,  had  1  done  any 
thing  difguftfull  unto  you  *,  howfoever,  I  crave  pardon  for  the  fauk 
whereofyouaccufe  me,  though  I  fuppofe  I  have  not  done  you  any  fo 
ill  Offices  to  fair  Ladies ,  as  it  feems  you  would  perfwade  me :  On  the 
contrary,  if  my  tcftimony  be  fecondcd  by  their  afcents ,  there  will  not 
be  hereafter  any  among  them,  who  will  not  look  upon  you,  as  at  one 
of  their  chiefeft  felicities  j  and  who  will  not  fell  all  her  Pearls,  to  pur- 
chafe  one  of  your  Nights.  Queens  will  come  from  the  remotcft  parts 
of  the  World,to  tafte  the  pleafure  of  your  converfation  y  and  you  fhall 
be  the  third  after  Salomon  and  Alexander^  who  fhall  caufe  there  to  come 
at  rhc  report  of  your  Virtue.  As  for  devout  perfons ,  I  do  not  think 
they  will  rank  Health  and  Strength  in  the  number  of  Vices  j  for  by  that 
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rcafon  they  fliould  hold  all  thofe  for  Saints^  whom  the  Courts  of  Vxttta- 
ment  have  declared  as  impoceni: ,  and  fo  fill  Heaven  with  Tick  folks.  To 
fay  truth,  I  cannot  deny,  bur  I  have  given  the  AUrum  to  married  men, 
and  I  mufi:  fay,  your  vifits  will  be  fufpicious  to  thofe  who  know  you  nor: 
but  when  they  fhall  underftand  what  I  intend  to  publifh  in  all  places, 
that  you  had  rather  die,then  violate  with  fo  much  as  one  fingle  thought, 
the  laws  of  true  FYie?idJhip  ,  and  ihar  your  fidelity  is  irreproveablc : 
In  ftcad  of  avoiding  you,3s  an  objeft  of  fcandal,thcy  will  propound  you 
to  their  Wives  as  an  example  oi  Contmcncy.  I  could  alleadge  divers 
other  things  for  myfuftificanon,  but  if  you  think  I  have  been  faulty,  I 
Will  not  prefume  to  imagine  I  am  innocent  j  and  rather  then  contradift 
you,  I  will  fign  the  decree  of  my  Death  with  mine  own  hand. 
The  10.  of  oetoh.  162$, 


To  the  fame. 

Letter     XXII. 

THere  is  no  other  means  to  exceed  the  height  of  what  you  have 
written  ,  nor  to  anfwer  the  civilities  of  your  Letter  ,  but  onely  by 
rcndring  you  all  your  own  word*:  I  know  hoc  your  meaning :  but  to  take 
the  moft  unprofitable  of  your  friends  for  your  benefador,and  to  thank 
mc  for  the  ill  I  do  you,  is  no  Icfs  then  ftrangely  to  abufe  the  propriety 
of  words,  efpecially  for  a  man  foperfeftly  acquainted  with  our  lan- 
guage, as  your  felf;  or  queflionlefs  it  muft  needs  be,  you  fuflfer  my  pcr- 
fecutions  with  the  like  patience,  as  good  men  receive  thofe  affliftions 
God  layes  upon  them.     For  as  loflcs  and  difeafcs  are  prefents  and  fa^ 
vours  in  terms  of  devotion  ;  fo  do  you  heftow  pompous  names  upon 
poor  matters,&:  you  make  your  felf  belicve,yoa  fhall  draw  fome  advan- 
tage out  of  my  Amity,  though  in  truth  you  extrad  nothing  thence  but 
charge  j  nor  doth  it  produce  any  better  effc(!ts ,  then  Thorns :  And  up- 
on the  matter,  what  elfe  are  the  pains  and  affairs,  I  perpetually  put  up- 
on you  ?  or  what  difference  is  there  between  the  hatred  of  an  Enemy, 
and  fo  troublelom  an  affedion  as  mine  ?  It  is  I  who  diflurb  your  reft, 
who  ufurp  your  liberty,  who  will  not  fuffer  you  to  have  any  leafure, 
though  that  be  the  true  polTcflSon  of  the  wife.    It  is  no  want  of  good- 
will in  me,  that  I  change  not  all  your  kindenefs  into  choller,  and  make 
not  a  pleader  and  wrangler  of  the  beft  tempered  fpirit  Philofophy  ever 
received  from  Nature  j  I  lay  Ambufhes  for  you  at  Paris  ,  at  Fmain- 
bteau,  and  at  S.  Germams  :  Yea,  fhould  you  think  to  hide  your  felf  at 
the  Worlds  end  to  avoid  importunities,  1  would  undertake  the  voyage 
of  ^agelkn^  to  feek  you  out  there :  ycc  arc  you  well  pleafed  with  all 
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this,  and  I  receive  thanks  inftead  of  cxpcaing  ill  words.  The  care 
you  have  to  oblige  me,  exceeds  all  I  can  defire :  Good  Offices  come 
thick  upon  me ,  when  they  proceed  from  your  fide  >  and  they  are  adi- 
ons  ic  feems  you  are  pleafed  to  convert  into  habitudes.  Without  cn- 
tring  into  infinities,do  I  not  of  recent  memorie  owe  to  your  tcftimonie, 
all  the  good  opinion  your  eKcellent  frienrl  can  have  of  me  5  and  if  he 
imagine  I  .im  worthy  any  cftimation,  is  it  nor  you  who  fcts  a  value  upon 
my  defers ,  and  who  have  aflifted  me  in  deceiving  him  ?  But  in  whac 
fort  foever  you  have  procured  me  thefe  favours,  be  it  that  therein  yoa 
have  either  committed  theft,  or  made  an  acquifition,  I  am  ftill  right 
happie  to  be  beloved  by  a  man,  who  hath  the  reputation  not  to  affcCt 
ill  things,  and  to  pleafe  whom,  it  is  as  much  as  to  be  reckoned  in  the 
number  of  honefl  men.  The  day  before  I  parted  from  Court ,  I  had 
the  leafure  to  obfcrve  him  at  Mounfieur  the  Marfhal  o( S chambcrgs^  houfe; 
but  I  aflure  you,  I  could  fpy  nothing  of  flender  confideration ,  cither  in 
his  words  or  afped  j  and  though  I  have  alwayes  ufcd  to  be  diffident  of 
my  firft  opinion  j  nor  ever  to  judge  without  long  deliberation  ,  I  have 
notwithftanding  herein ,  finned  againft  my  own  rules  i  and  was  not 
afhamcd  to  fay ,  that  a  wit  of  twenty  years  had  amazed  mine  :  But  the 
Sermon  bell  rings ,  which  calls  and  forccably  draws  me  from  you  :  my 
contentment  therefore  muft  give  place  to  my  dutie  ,  which  commands 
me  to  make  an  end,  after  I  have  required  news  from  you,  concerning  a 
Woman,  to  whom  I  am  extraordinarily  and  particularly  obliged ',  of  a 
woman  I  fay,  who  is  more  worth  then  all  our  books,  and  in  whofc 
converfation  there  is  fufficient  to  make  one  an  honeft  man ,  without  ci- 
ther the  help- of  Greelis  or  Romans :  How  old  a  Courtier  foever  you  arc, 
you  underftand  not  French,  if  you  underftand  not  Madame  de  'Dsfloges, 
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To  the  fame. 

Letter    XXIII. 

Hope  very  fhortly  to  follow  thefe  few  lines ,  and  to  come  to  court 
^you  with  as  much  affiduity  and  fubjeftion,  as  though  you  were  to  be 
the  founder  of  my  fortunes.  I  have  no  other  bufincfs  at  Paris ,  bat 
this  y  though  I  frame  many  pretexts  for  that  voyage  ,  but  I  fwear  feri- 
oufly  you  are  the  onely  caule.  My  melancholy  is  of  late  become  fo 
black,  and  my  fpirits  are  fo  beclouded ,  as  I  muft  of  neceflitie  fee  you, 
to  diffipate  them.  It  is  to  fmall  purpofe  to  fpeak  well  of  me  in  the 
place  where  you  arc,  they  do  me  no  good  though  *,  this  is  as  much  as ' 
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caft  incenfe  upon  a  dead  body,  and  to  flrow  flowers  upon  his  grave  ^but 
this  is  no  reviving  of  him.  1  noJonger  receive  any  comfort  in  the 
news  you  fend  me,  and  I  am  well  aflured  my  misfortune  is  conftant, 
what  alteration  focver  happen  in  the  World :  it  rcmaineth  then,  that  I 
feek  for  my  confolation  in  your  prtfcnct^,  and  power  forth  all  my  com- 
plaints into  your  bofom  j  this  1  will  do  at  the  fir/l  fight  ot  the  Sun- 
beams,  befeeching  you  to  believe,  that  as  in  the  midddi  of  felicity ,  I 
fhould  have  need  of  you  to  make  me  happy  i  (o  alfo  having  fuch  a  friend 
as  your  felf,  I  fhali  never  eflcem  my  fcif  abfolucely  miferable. 

bir   i62f.  BALZAC. 


^  B  A  L  z  A  c  ^/ij  Letter  to  Hidafp. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    X  XI V. 

I  Do  far  more  eflecm  the  cctrthufims  filencc,then  the  Eloquence  of 
fuch  Writers,  and  am  perfwaded,  (excepting  in  Church  fcrvice,  and 
for  the  necelTity  of  Commerce)  the  Pope  and  the  King  fhould  do  well  to 
forbid  them  Latin  and  FrenchyNhtxtoUhty  feek  to  make  two  barbarous 
languages.  I  know  well,  that  FremJo  fpirits  are  fwcrn  Enemies  to  all 
forts  of  bondage,  and  that  twelve  hundred  years  of  Monarchy ,  hath  no  t 
been  of  power  to  make  them  lofe  their  iiberry,  it  being  as  natural  to 
them  as  life  it  felf.  Whatfoever  ugly  face  they  frame  to  the  Liquifition, 
and  how  full  of  Tygers  and  Serpents  foever  they  paint  the  fame,yet  do 
I  ftnde  it  right  neccffary  in  this  Kingdom ;  For  befidts  that ,  it  would 
caufe(as  in  Spain  and  i/iz/)')  even  the  wicked  in  fomeforr,  to  referable 
the  upright,  and  vice  not  at  all  to  offend  the  publick  eye :  it  would  be- 
fides  hinder  Fools  from  filling  the  world  with  their  baflardly  books,and 
the  faults  of  School  maflcrs  from  being  as  frequent  as  thofe  are  ofMa- 
giflrates,  and  Generals  of  Armies.  Truely  It  is  a  fhame  there  are  Laws 
againfl  thofe  who  counterfeit  Coinsrand  falfifieMercandizcs*,  yet  that 
fuch  are  freely  permitted  who  corrupt  Philofophy  and  Eloquence ,  and 
who  violate  thofe  thjngs,the  Vulgar  ought  no  more  to  meddle  with  then 
with  State  govcrnmenr,  or  Religious  My  Series.  The  late  great  plague 
was  of  fmall  confideration  incomparifon  of  thi*,  which  checks  all  the 
World  :  and  furely  ,  if  fpeedy  order  be  not  taken/,  the  multiplicity  of 
our  Authors  will  make  a  Library  as  big  as  Taris ,  wherein  there  fhall 
fcarcely  be  found  one  good  word,  or  reafonable  conceit.  Thcfe  be  the 
fruits  arifing  out  of  inordinate  idlenefs,  and  the  third  fcourgecaufed  by 
Peace,  fent  to  afflirt  this  poor  Realm  after  Duels,  and  Liw-luirs.  There 
are  hardly  any  to  be  found ,  who  are  contented  to  keep  their  faults  and 
follies  to  themfclvcsj  or  to  fin  in  fecrct  j  bmt  arc  alfo  doting  upon  their 
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own  follies,as  they  do  dcfire  to  engrave  them  in  Marble  and  Brafs,there- 
by  to  eternize  their  memory,  and  to  make  them  paft  retracing.  Now  to 
return  to  the  party  of  whom  you  particularly  required  my  opinion ,  and 
who  indeed  is  the  firft  ruhje<ft  of  this  Letier.  I  muft  ingenioufly  confefs 
unto  you,  that  next  to  Beer  and  Ph^ficl^^  I  never  found  any  thing  fo  di- 
ftaftcfull  as  his  works  :  he  wanrech  (almofl  throughout)  even  natural 
Logiclii  yea,  that  part  thereof  which  proveth  men  to  be  frcafonable  crea- 
tures. In  three  words  he  fpeaks  four  bad  ones,and  as  he  alwaycs  ilraycth 
from  the  fubjcd:  whereof  he  treateth,fo  doth  he  ordinarily  talk  in  an  un- 
known language,  though  he  intend  to fpeak  French :  Befides,  Ice  it felf 
is  not  more  cold  then  his  conceits ,  and  when  he  defires  to  be  facetious 
(as  at  every  turn  he  fain  would  J  he  had  need  to  be  in  fee  with  his  Rea- 
der to  make  him  laugh, as  at  Funerals  in  P^r^jweepersareufually  hired 
for  money.  There  is  no  queftion  but  truth  were  of  far  more  force ,  and 
difarmect,  then  it  can  be  with  the  afliftance  thisfimple  fellow  would 
ftrive  to  affoard  her:Now  fuppofmg  fuch  men  were  ingaged  in  the  right, 
without  any  treacherous  defign  ,  yet  is  it  as  much  as  to  abanden  Gods 
caufe,  to  fuflfer  it  to  be  fupporred  by  fo  weak  aud  unworthy  Pens.  The 
Renegxdocs  have  not  fo  much  wronged  Chriflianity,  as  ihofe  who  have 
not  valiantly  defended  themfelves  againft  the  Tiiykh^  ^"ch  who  through 
defcft  of  conddft  &  fkill,though  they  wanted  neither  zeal,nor  affcdion, 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  furprized  by  the  fame  advantages ,  they  other- 
wife  might  have  hsd  over  their  enemies.  Truely  rhe  Empire  of  the  wic- 
ked doch  much  more  maintain  it  fe!f  by  our  pufillanimity,  then  by  its 
own  pow.t:r  or  forcesjnor  doth  any  thing  caufe  virtue  to  be  fo  badly  fol- 
lowed,is  doth  the  weak  and  unfkiKuU  teaching  and  explanation  thereof. 
It  were  therefore  requifite,  fome  wife  man,  who  had  been  in  this  Coun- 
trey,  where  there  is  continual  debate,  and  where  there  is  never  either 
peace  or  truce,  (called  the  Colledge  oiSarboii^^mA  who  befides  had  the 
arc  to  make  good  things  gratefully  &  could  bring  matters  to  attonemenc 
by  a  fweet  handjfhould  come  tocleanfe  the  Court  from  thofe  opinions 
lately  introduced,  and  cure  Souls  inftead  of  wounding  them  with  inju- 
ries. It  was  that  great  Cardinal  who  triumphed  over  all  humane  fpirits, 
and  whofe  memory  fhallever  be  (acred,  fo  long  as  there  remain  any  Al- 
tars, or  that  oblation  is  offered  on  earth.  It  was  I  fay  the  Cardinal  of 
Tcron^  who  was  able  to  fhew  Epicurus  himfeIf,(omething  more  fublimc 
and  tranfcendent  then  this  life  ,  and  caufe  his  flefhly  Soul  to  be  cape- 
able  of  the  greatefl  fecrets  of  Chriflian  Religion.  Though  tliis  man 
had  a  dignity  equal  in  height  to  the  grearefl  Conquerors  and  Monarchs;. 
Yet  had  he  (in  what  concerned  Religion)  an  heart  as  humble  a?  that  of 
decreped  men  and  Infants.  How  often  hath  he  (with  thofe  two  diffe- 
rent qualities;  impofed  filence  upon  all  Phiiofophy,  and  fpoken  of  Di- 
vine matters,  with  as  great  perfpicuity  as  though  he  had  already  been  in 
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Heaven  j  or  had  fecn  the  fame  Dcvine  verity  wholy  difcovcred  ,  whcreo  f 
here  on  earth,  we  have  oncly  a  confufcd  underftanding,and  imperfeft 
knowledge.     To  tell  you  in  plain  terms,  but  for  the  works  of  this  De- 
vine  perfon,  which  I  as  highly  eftecm  as  the  vidories  of  the  late  K^/ig 
his  Mdfler,and  wherein  I  defire  alwayes  to  leave  mine  eyes,  when  I  am 
nccefficated  to  give  over  reading  :  I  had  been  much  troubled  to  retire 
my  felf  from  the  tracing  the  book  you  fent  me,  fmce  any  mifchief  doth 
fo  cafily  catch  hold  of  me,  when  I  come  near  it,  as  I  can  hardly  look  up- 
on a  begger  without  taking  the  itch  ,  and  my  imagination  is  fo  tender 
and  delicate,  as  it  is  (cnfible,  and  afflided  at  the  fight  of  any  bafe  ob- 
jeft;  yet  thanks  be  to  God,  and  the  Antidote  I  continually  rake,  I  am 
the  better  armed  againft  the  confpiracie  you  intended  againft  me  :  and 
have  yet  life  in  me,  after  having  been  under  a  fools  hands  longer  then  I 
defired.     But  by  what  I  can  gather,  he  is  notwithftanding  in  good  re- 
puce  in  the  place  where  you  are,  and  likely  enough  to  finde  ftore  of 
fuch  as  will  follow  him,  in  that  he  is  head  of  an  evil  partie.     I  can  here- 
unto anfwer  you  nothing,  fave  onely  that  between  this  place  and  the 
Fjrc?ican  Mountains,  good  wits  do  fometimesftray  from  common  opi- 
nion, as  from  a  thing  too  vulgar ',  and  do  often  take  counterfeit  virtues, 
yea,  even  thofe  who  have  not  any  refemblance  to  the  right ,  for  perfeft 
verities:  But  when  I  confider,  how  there  is  fcarce  anykinde  of  beaft 
which  hath  not  heretofore  been  adored  among  idolaters  ,  nor  any  dif- 
eafe  incident  either  to  the  body,  or  minde  of  man,  whereunto  Anriqui- 
tie  hath  not  erefted  Temples.  I  do  not  at  all  marvel,why  divers  men  do 
fometimes  eflecm  of  thofe ,  who  are  no  way  deferving  ',  or  why  fimple 
people  fh3uld  hold  Sots  in  high  reputation,  fince  they  have  addreflfed 
incenfe  to  ^pes  and  CmadiUs.     The  thing  I  moft  vex  at  herein,  is, 
that:  both  your  f-lf  and  I,  are  in  fome  fort  obliged  to  the  Anthrrf  of  the 
book  yeu  fent  mc,3nd  that  1  have  received  the  beginnings  of  my  ftu- 
dies,  and  firft  tinfture  of  Learning  from  the  la(\ ,  and  leafl  eflimable  of 
all  men .     For  my  part ,  I  proteft  before  all  the  World ,  I  am  not  for  all 
that  guilty  ,  either  of  the  follies  he  will  faHinto,or  of  any  fuch  as  he 
hath  formerly  committed :  and  that  having  had  much  ado  to  purifie  my 
underflanding  from  the  ordures  of  the  Colledgc  ,  and  to  quit  my  fclf 
from  pervcrfe  ftudies ;  I  have  now  noorher  pretention,  bur  to  follow 
fuch  as  can  no  way  be  reproachable  unto  me.    Howfoever ,   I  fhould 
not  rejed  Cb.^fltty ,  though  my  Nurfe  had  died  of  the  Tox ',  and  it  may 
fometimes  happen  ,  that  a  bungliog  Mafon  may  lay  fome  few  flones  in 
the  building  of  the  Looker,  or  at  the  Quecn-mothcrs  Pailace. 
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Letter     XXV. 

THe  Letter  newly  delivered  unto  mc  from  you,  is  but  three  moneths 
and  an  half  old :  it  is  an  age  whertin  men  are  yet  young,  yec  fome 
?opes  have  not  reigned  fo  long,  and  in  the  (late  wherein  the  churches 
affairs  have  often  ilood.  You  might  have  written  unto  me  at  the  be- 
ginning of  one  Papacy,  and  I  had  received  yours  at  the  end  of  another^ 
howfoever,  I  can  no  way  better  impioy  my  paticnce,then  in  attending 
my  good  fortunes  and  as  it  was  the  ule  to  be  invited  a  year  before- 
hand to  the  Sybarites  Feafts ,  fo  is  it  fitting  you  make  me  long  attend 
the  moft  perfeft  content  I  enjoy  in  this  World.  I  doubt  not  but  T.  T. 
fceketh  all  occafions  to  do  me  ill  offices  and  that  my  abfcnce  affoard- 
eth  him  much  adTantage  to  wrong  mc  '-,  but  on  the  other  fide ,  I  cannot 
think  men  will  more  readily  believe  mine  enemies  words,  then  mine 
own  aftions  *,  or  that  it  is  fufficienc  onely  to  flander  an  feoncft  man  ,  to 
make  him  prefently  wicked.  It  is  true  what  he  faith  ,  that  I  am  noc 
very  ufcfullfor  Adamanta's  fervice  ,  I  will  at  ail  times  readily  yield  that 
quality  to  his  Coach-horfes,and  to  the  Mules  that  carrie  his  Coffers: 
Yet  am  I  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Generofitie  of  that  Signiour,  to 
think  he  doth  more  elteem  the  bodie,  then  the  Soul,  or  to  fuppofe  that 
a  Farmer  fhould  be  of  higher  confideration  with  him,  then  a  man  of 
worth.  What  confefTion  of  Faith  focvcr  R.  makes ,  I  will  not  imagine 
he  can  ever  be  really  altered  :  I  had  rather  both  for  mine  own  con- 
tentment and  his  honour  belive,  it  is  onely  a  voyage  he  hath  made  into 
the  Adverfaries  Countrey  ,  to  the  end  to  bring  us  fome  news ,  and  to 
give  us  account  of  what  paiTeth  at  ch.ircnton  :  Surely,  1  fuppofe,!  fhould 
not  wrong  him  fo  much  in  holding  him  for  a  Spie  among  Enemies,  as 
to  call  him  a  forfaker  of  his  fide,  and  a  Fugitire  from  that  Church, 
whereto  he  hath  at  leafl  this  obligation,  (if  he  willconfcfs  no  other) 
that  it  is  fhe  who  made  him  a  Q\  riftim.  You  may  do  me  a  courtefje, 
to  make  me  acquainted  with  the  caufe  moving  him  to  forfake  us,  and  to 
go  from  thofe  Maxims  he  hath  fo  often  preached  unro  me  j  Tlut  a  wife 
man  dies  in  the  7{eligi4tt  of  his  Mother :  That  he  never  alters  h^s  opinion  : 
That  he  never  repents  himfelf  of  his  forcpajfcd  life  therein  :  That  all  2^j- 
velties  are  to  him  fujpiciom. 

It  is  long  fince  Iknew,  that  no  mans  caufe  can  be  bad  in  the  hands 
of  Mounfieur  d^Andillyy  and  that  he  betters  all  the  aflfeds :  he  intcreffed 
himfelf  in  my  protedion,  the  i.  day  he  faw  my  works*,  fo  as  it  is  not  any 
more  rr.y  felf  whom  he  commends,  but  his  own  judgement ,  which  he 
is  bound  to  defend :  Yet  will  I  nor  defift  from  being  much  obliged  un- 
to him  :  For  I  fuppofing  one  affoards  me  a  favour,  when  at  any  time  he 
dorh  me  Juflice,  you  may  well  think,  I  have  right  particular,  and  mofl 
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tender  fcnfibilities  for  thofc  courtefits  I  receive ^  but  they  are  in  fpccial 
regard  with  mc,  when  they  come  from  a  pcrfon  of  fo  high  eftimarion 
in  my  thoughts  as  he  is,  and  of  whom  I  fhould  ftill  have  Hiuch  to  fay, 
after  I  hadrelated,  how  amidft  the  corruption  of  this  age,  and  in  the 
authority  Vice  therein  hath  gained,  he  hath  notwithftanding  the  forti- 
tude, to  continue  an  upright  man  ,  and  blufheth  not  at  Chriftian  vir- 
tues, nor  vanreth  of  Moral  ones.     I  hope  to  fee  him  wirliin  few  dayes, 
and  to  take  pofTcffion  of  fome  fmali  corner  in  his  Hou(c  at  Pcmponay 
which  he  harh  provided  for  me,  thtre  to  breath  at  mine  eafe,  and  to  fct 
my  fpirirs  fomctimes  at  liberty.     In  the  interim  you  rauft  needs  know, 
about  what  I  bufii  my  felf ,  and  that  I  tell  you,  I  entertain  a  fool,  in 
whom  I  findeall  the  A^orsin  aComedy,  and  all  forts  ©f  exrravagan- 
's  incident  to  the  tpirit  of  man.     After  my  books  have  bulied  me  all 
.-■  moriiir.g,and  that  1  am  weary  of  their  company ,  I  fpei:d  fome  part 
of  ihe  af:cr  »)Oon  with  him,  partly  to  divert  my  thoughts  fromfcrious 
things,  which  rio  but  nourifh  my  Melancholy.     Ever  lince  1  came  into 
s  World,  I  have  been  perpetually  troublefome  to  my  felf ,  I  have 
and  all  the  hours  of  my  life  tedious  unto  me  •,  I  have  done  nothing 
all  day,  bu:  feck  for  nij;hr.     Wherefore  if  I  defire  to  be  merry,  I  muff 
neceltarily  deceive  my  felf,  and  my  felicity  is  fo  dependant  upon  ex- 
terior things,  that  without  Pahiting,  Mufic(i ,  and  divers  other  divertifc- 
ments,  how  grcK  a  Mufer  foever  I  am,  1  have  not  fufficient  wherewith 
to  entertain  my  felf,  or  to  be  pleafed.     Think  not  therefore ,  that  ei- 
ther my  fool,  or  my  books  arc  fufficient  to  fettle  my  contentment  j  nay, 
rather  if  you  have  any  care  of  me,  or  if  you  defire  1  fhould  have  nolea- 
i'"re  to  be  fad,  make  me  partaker  of  all  the  news  hapning  in  the  place 
:ere  you  are  v  let  me  fee  the  whole  Court  by  your  eyes ,  caufc  me  to 
c-iiil  ac  all  Strmor.s  by  your  ears .  give  me  accompt  ofthegocdand 
bad  palVagcS  hapnirg  this  winter ,  and  that  there  part  not  a  pofl ,  un- 
charged wiihaGazetro  of  your  flile,as  there  fhall  not  any  go  hence, 
ho  fhall  not  bring  you  fome  vifion  of  my  retirednefs. 
There  runs  a  rumour  in  thefe  parts ,  that  Aiounfrnr  de  BondeviUe  is 
fl/in ,  but  fince  there  are  not  many  more  hard  archievements  to  be 
wrought ,  then  ihar,  it  is  too  great  a  death  to  be  believed  upon  the  firft 
report. 

The  I.  of  November  1625. 


Letter    XXVI. 


WEre  I  not  confined  to  my  bed,  I  fhould  my  felf  have  follicited 
the  buhnefs  I  have  rcconimendtd  unto  you  v  nor  fhould  1  have 
f    fufTcrrd  you  thus  far  to  oblige  me  in  my  abfence.     Bat  fince  1  cannot 
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poflibly  part  hence,  and  am  here  conftrained  to  take  ill  reft ,  being  for 
more  grievous  unto  nae  then  agitation  ;  I  humbly  befcech  you  ,to  fuf- 
fcr  chefe  Lines  to  falute  you  in  my  ftead,  and  to  put  you  in  remem- 
brance of  the  requeft  I  made  unto  you.  Sir,  I  am  refolvcd  not  to  be 
beholding  to  any  but  your  fclf,  for  the  happy  fuccefs  whereof  the 
goodnefs  of  our  caufe  affurcth  us ,  and  in  cafe  your  integrity  fhould 
be  intereffed  ,  I  would  owe  the  whole  to  your  farour :  For  befidcs, 
that  you  are  born  perfeftly  generous,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt ,  but  the 
commerce  you  have  with  good  books  ,  and  particularly  with  Seneca, 
hath  taught  you  the  Art,  To  do  good  to  allmea.  But  to  the  end  the 
obligation  1  defire  to  owe  you ,  may  be  wholy  mine  own,  inflead  of  re- 
ferring it  to  the  ftudy  of  Morality ,  to  your  bountifull  inclination ,  or  to 
the  Juftice  of  my  requeft :  I  will  rather  imagine,  Ifhall  be  the  folc 
caufe  of  this  cfFeft,  and  that  you  will  aft  without  any  other  afliftance, 
out  of  the  love  you  bear  me,  who  am  paflionatdy 

Tar  is  the  2.  of  Tour  mo  ft  humble  and  mo  ft 

Maj  1627.  faithfull  fervant , 

Balzac. 

Letter     XXVIL 

GX.  X.  is  refolved  to  leave  all  worldly  affairs  in  the  ftate  he  found 
them  ,  and  thefc  great  cares  which  fhould  have  extended  them- 
fclves  over  the  mofl  remote  parts  of  chrijtendom ,  have  nor  as  yet  paf- 
fed  the  limits  of  his  houfe  :  He  prefcrves  his  old  age,  and  prolongs  hi> 
life  by  all  the  pofllble  means  he  can  imagine  :  But  it  is  thought  he  will 
not  long  make  his  fucceftbr  attend,  and  that  his  death  will  be  the  firft 
news  in  the  Ga%etto.  Phif:cians3nd  ^j'?/o//'gf/j  have  concluded  upon   I 
this  point,  that  he  fhjll  not  fee  the  end  of  Autumn.    For  my  part,  I  ne-   , 
ver  made  any  great  difference  between  a  dead  perfon,  and  an  unprofi-   I 
table  one',  and  if  things  lefsperfeft,  ought  to  be  poft  pofed  to  more   '' 
excellent  ones ',  it  were  a  mockery  to  make  choice  of  fick  folks ,  and 
caufe  them  to  be  adored  by  thofe  who  are  in  health,  or  to  put  foveraign 
power  into  their  hands,to  the  end  onely  to  have  them  leave  it  to  others,    j 
But  it  is  not  my  part  to  reform  all  things  difpleafing  me  in  this  world,   | 
and  I  fhould  be  very  ungrateful!,  if  I  blamed  that  form  of  government, 
wherein  I  finde  my  fdf  very  well :  In  effcft  {sir)  fpeak  no  more  to  me 
of  the  North  ,  nor  its  neighbours  j  I  declare  my  felf  for  Rome  againft 
P.Tr^,  nor  can  J  any  longer  imagine,  how  a  man  can  live  happily  un- 
der your  Climate,  where -Tw:rr  rakes  up  nine  Moneths  of  the  Tear^ 
and  after  that  the  Sim  appearerh,  onely  to  caufe  the  Plague ,  and 
(weak  as  it  is)  forbears  not  to  kill  men  :  There  is  not  any  plic??, 

{Tiomc 
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(i?o«25  excepted)  where  life  is  agreeable ,  where  the  bodle  findes  its 
pleafures,  and  ^le  fpirit  his,  where  men  arc  at  the  fource  of  fingu- 
iar  things.  T{gmt  is  the  caufe  you  are  neither  Barber,  iaa  nor  Pagafiyfmce 
/he  hath  taaghc  you  the  civihty  of  Tifiigion :  She  hath  given  you  thofe 
itf-rvi  which  Arm  you  againft  errour,  and  thofe  examples  whereto  you 
owe  the  good  actions  you  perform.  It  is  from  hence  inventions  and. 
Arts  are  come  to  you  ,  and  where  you  have  received  the  Science  of 
of  Peace  and  War.  Painting,  Mufick,  and  Comedies  are  ilrangcrs  in 
Fraftce  ,  but  natural  in  Italic :  that  great  Viitue  it  felf  you  fo  much  ad- 
fiiire  in  your  Court,  is  fhe  not  Roman  ?  That  Marrchionels,  of  whom  fo 
fflmy  marvels  are  related,  is  fhe  not  Counrrcy  woman  to  the  Mother  of 
fhe  GracheSi  and  the  Wife  of  Bnitm  ?  and  in  truth  ,  to  poflefs  all  thofe 
perfeftions  the  World  acknowledgeth  in  her,  was  ic  not  fitting  flie 
fhould  be  born  in  a  place  whereon  Heaven  defafeth  all  its  Graces? 
Truely  ,  I  never  afcend  Mount  Palati/ijOr  theCapitole,  but  I  change 
fpirit,  and  others  then  my  ordinarie  cogitations  feaze  upon  me.  This 
aire  infpireth  me  with  fome  great  and  generous  thing  1  formerly  had 
tiOt ;  and  if  I  mufe  but  two  hours  upon  the  Banks  of  iybcr  ,  I  am  as  un- 
derftanding,  as  if  I  had  fludied  eight  dayes .  It  is  a  thing  I  wonder  at, 
tfiat  being  fo  far  off,  you  make  fo  excellent  Verfes,  and  fo  near  the  Ma- 
jeftie  o{yirgils.  I  fuppofe  therefore ,  none  will  blame  me ,  for  having 
chofen  rR^me  for  the  place  of  my  abode,  or  for  preferring  flowers  be- 
fore Snow  and  Ice.  If  men  choofe  Popes  of  three-fcore  and  ftn  years 
old,  2nd  not  of  five  and  twenty,  the  dayes  are  therefore  neither  fadder 
nor  fhorter,  nor  have  we  any  fub)t<S  ro  complain  of  our  Maftcrs  debili- 
ty, fincc  we  are  thereto  obliged  for  our  quiet. 

From  Rome^/-/?  2§. 
ct/March  1621. 


Letter     XXVIII. 

IT  is  not  to  anfwer  your  excellent  Letter,  I  write  you  this,  but  onely 
to  let  you  know,  you  have  fo  abfolutely  acquired  me  to  your  fervice, 
as  yon  have  left  me  nolibertie  to  do  what  I  defire,  when  there  is  any 
qucftion  of  performing  your  pleafure.  Since  therefore  you  and  your 
Primers  have  confpired  againft  my  quiet,  and  that  you  determine  to 
make  my  infirmities  as  publick ,  as  though  you  meant  to  lead  me  ro 
theHofpitals,  or  Church- porches ',  I  am  contented  with  clofed  eyes  to 
obey  you,  and  to  put  my  reputation  to  adventure,  rather  then  feem 
torefufe  a  thing  you  have  demanded  of  me.    Mounfimr  the  Vriour 

of 
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of  Chives ,  to  whom  I  communicate  my  mod  fecrct  thoughts,  and 
in  whofe  perfon  you  fhall  fee  that  I  know  how  to  make  good  ele- 
ftions,  (in  dchvepingyou  this  Letter)  may  conclude  it ,  and  acquaint 
you  with  the  power  I  have  given  you  over  all  my  defires  *,  truely ,  it 
hath  no  other  bounds  then  impoffibilities.  Since  as  for  thofe  which 
are  onely  unjuft,  I  believe  1  fhould  make  fmall  fcruple,  to  violate  the 
Laws  for  youf  fake,  and  to  teftifie  unto  you,  that  virtue  it  felf  is  not 
more  dear  unto  me  then  your  friendfhip ;  this  is 

1  he  4.  of  JdniiCL'  Tour  mo  ft  humble  and  mofi 

rj  162^,  affc^ionate  fervant 

BALZAC. 


Le  TT  E  R     XXIX. 

BEing  now  ready  to  alter  my  courfe  of  life ,  and  part  hence  to 
come  to  Courts  I  held  my  felf  obliged  to  advertife  you  ,  that  here- 
in I  do,  what  I  have  no  minde  unco,  and  that  they  have  pulled 
me  out  from  a  (oil ,  where  I  fuppofe  I  had  taken  Root.  It  much 
afflifts  me ,  that  I  muft  forfake  the  company  of  my  Trees ,  and  pare 
from  that  pleafing  folitude  my  good  Fortune  had  chofen  for  mc , 
before  I  was  born :  But (ince  all  the  World  drives  me  out,  and  be- 
caufe  what  I  call  repofe  ,  my  friends  term  PufiUanimity ',  I  mufl  fuffer 
my  felf  to  be  carried  away  wirh  the  prefs,  and  to  errc  with  others ,  fincc 
they  will  not  let  mc  do  well  by  my  felf.  Upon  my  Confcience  it  is  not 
out  of  my  own  ambition  that  I  am  high-minded,  but  out  of  my  Fa- 
thers 5  and  if  people  of  his  time  had  not  meafured  things  by  the  events, 
&  had  not  believed  thofe  onely  to  be  wife,  who  are  fortunate,  I  fhould 
net  have  bufied  my  felf  in  fearching  at  ?aris ,  for  what  I  ought  to  have 
found  in  my  felf :  But  truely  I  have  fo  great  obligation  to  fo  good  a 
Father,  and  the  care  he  hath  taken  to  hulband  the  good  grain  he  hath 
caft  into  me,and  to  finifh  me  afcer  he  had  framed  mcjhave  been  fo  great 
and  pafTionate,  as  there  is  no  reafon,  I  fhould  follow  my  private  inclina- 
tion, by  refifling  his  intention.  I  go  therefore  fmce  it  is  his  pleafure, 
to  live  among  wilde  hearts,  and  to  cKpofe  my  felf  to  hatred  and  calum- 
ny, as  though  the  Ff-^T^r/  and  5ci^t?V^  were  not  fufficient  to  make  me 
miferable.  At  my  firfl  approach  the  Gramr/tarians  w'lW  call  me  into 
queftion,  becaufe  I  put  not  the  Frenrh  word  Menfbnge  into  the  feminine 
gender  ,  and  do  not  believe  the  Jurifdiftion  they  have  over  words ,  is 
pdwerfull  enough,  to  cauf:^  this  word  to  change  Sex.  Thofe  who  have 
not  as  yet  written,  will  fct  pen  to  paper  againft  me,  and  the  new  Bridge 

will 
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will  Eccho  nothing  but  my  name  and  their  injuries.  I  /liall  be  much 
diftaftcd  to  hear  I  am  become  an  Author,  and  that  I  perform  indifferent 
good  pieces.  The  meaner  fort  of  fpirits  will  be  much  moved  ,  in  that 
I  have  fet  fo  high  a  race  upon  Eloquence  ,  and  being  unable  to  follow 
ine,thcy  will  throw  flones  to  flay  me.  The  truth  I  have  not  diflfem- 
bled,  will  at  once  offend  our  adverfarics  and  ill  Priefis;  debauchc 
pcrfons  will  never  forgive  me  the  F.  P.  they  have  feen  in  my  books; 
and  Hypocrites  will  wifhmeill,  bccaufe  1  fee  upon  vice  even  with- 
in the  Sancliiiry.  See  here  (my  dear  friend)  the  pcrfecution  pre- 
pared for  me ,  and  of  what  forts  of  people  the  Army  of  mine  Ene- 
nsies  is  compofed.  In  all  apparence  there  is  not  any  valour  able 
to  furmounc  fo  great  a  multitude  ',  and  I  Hiould  do  much  better 
to  enjoy  the  peace  of  my  Village  ,  and  to  eat  Mellons  in  fecuri- 
ty  ,  then  to  cafl  my  felf  into  this  incenfed  troup  ,  and  to  engage 
my  felf  in  an  endlcfs  War:  yet  fmce  all  Grammarians  are  not  worth 
one  Philofopher ,  and  in  that  the  better  part  hath  often  the  advan- 
tage over  the  greater  i  1  am  in  hope.  Authority  and  Realon  fiding 
with  me,  I  fhjll  eafily  get  the  tipper  hand  of  multitudes  and  in- 
juflice.  To  tax  me  in  thefe  times  wherein  we  are ,  is  as  much  as 
to  give  the  lye  to  his  CMafter  ,  and  to  condemnc  the  opinion  of 
the  prime  men  of  our  age.  Thofe  who  govern  at  Rome  ,  and  at 
Faris ,  make  my  labours  their  delights  j  and  when  at  any  time  they 
lay  afidc  the  weight  of  the  whole  '.PgyLcL  ,  they  refrcfh  themftlves 
with  my  iroi\s.  But  if  fome  bad  ^lonlis  who  in  religious  houfes, 
as  Rats  ,  and  other  imperfed:  creatures  may  happily  have  been  in 
the  Ark ,  feek  to  gnaw  my  reputation  j  3lounfienr  dc  Nantes  ,  and 
cMonnjieur  de  BcrdL  will  conferve  it  j  and  you  know  them  for  two  men, 
whom  the  Chirr ch  in  this  age  beholdeth,  as  two  Sa'wts  dif  interred 
out  of  the  memorie  of  hef  Annals ,  or  two  of  thofe  Priwacrue  Fa- 
.  tbcrs  5  whofe  Souls  were  wholy  replenifhed  with  Jc/hs  chrift  ,  and 
who  have  eftabhfhed  the  Truth  as  well  by  their  Rioud,  as  Do5trine. 
I  have  bcfides  ,  as  an  oppofite  to  my  Calumniators ,  one  of  the, 
mofl  petfeft  Religious  this  day  living;  I  mean  Father  /^)/c/>/;, whofe 
great  Zeal  is  guidtd  by  as  eminent  an  undei (landing  ,  and  who 
hath  the  fame  paflions  for  the  general  good  of  chnftcndomySLi  Cour- 
tiers  have  for  their  particular  interefts.  This  irreproachable  wicnefs 
knows,  I  reverence  in  others  the  Viety  I  finde  not  in  my  felf?  and 
if  I  perform  not  all  the  adions  of  a  perfcftly  virtuous  perfon ,  yet 
have  I  at  leaft  all  the  fenfibilitiesand  defires.  CMoimfieur  ihe  Abbot 
of  St.  Cy/'^n  ,  who  is  not  ignorant  of  any  thing  falling  within  the 
compafs  of  humane  underftanding  ,  befides  the  more  fublime  gifrs 
and  illumination*  wherewith  he  is  adorned  ,  and  who  in  a  right  pro- 
found Littcrature ,  hath  yet  a  more  refigned  humility ,  will  anfwer  for 

me 
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me  in  the  fame  cafe ',  and  though  all  thefe  ftrange  forces  fhould  fail 
me  >  have  1  nor  (ufficient  in  the  protcftion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Air ,  and 
Mounjieur  Bouthilier  ,  who  do  both  of  them  love  me,  as  though  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  their  Brother  \  and  who  are  fo  fage  ,  fo  ju- 
dicious ,  and  fo  undcrftanding  in  all  things,  as  ic  is  not  probable^  they 
would  begin  to  erre  by  the  good  opinion  they  have  of  me :  I  fup- 
pofe  that  hereupon  I  may  venter  to  go  to  Court ,  and  that  with  fo 
powerful!  afliftance  ,  there  are  no  enemies  1  need  fear.  Ycc  will  I 
once  again  tell  you,  and  I  befeech  you  believe  me,  I  would  not 
pare  hence ,  were  I  permitted  to  flay  \  and  that  ic  doth  not  a  little 
trouble  me,  to  lofe  the  fight  of  my  paths  and  allies  wherein  1  walk, 
without  being  enforced  to  wear  Bootes  3  or  have  any  apprebenfion  of 
Carroaches. 

¥tomBal%ac^  the  i?. 
oiOHQbcri62i\. 


Letter     XXX; 

IAm  doubtfull  to  believe  you  fpeakineatneft  in  your  Letter,  and 
that  he,  of  all  men,  who  hath  moft  caufe  to  be  fatisfied  with  himfel^ 
fhould  need  the  afliflince  of  any  other  to  comfort  him.  This  is  as  much 
as  to  be  diflaftcd  amidft  the  abundance  cf  all  things,  and  to  beun- 
gratcfuU  toward  your  good  fortune  ,  lincc  in  the  height  of  thofe  fa- 
vours you  receive,  and  expc^acion  of  thofe  prepared  for  you  v  you  not- 
withftandingfeekforforraignpleafure5,andareftnfible  of  petty  con- 
tentments among  great  felicities.  My  writings  are  no  objects  but  tor 
fick  and  fad  eyes  i  yea,  of  fuch  as  will  be  neither  cured, nor  comforted: 
They  may  indeed  flatter  melancholy,  and  affoard  a  man  (m  defpair) 
poifon  not  unpleafmg  unto  him  *,  but  to  contribute  any  thing  to  the  ^- 
tisfaetion  of  a  contented  fpirit,  and  to  mingle  thcmfelves  with  the 
pleafures  of  his  life,  without  corrupting  all  the  fweetnefs ,  is  a  thing  I 
can  hardly  be  drawn  to  believe  :  And  I  herein  imagine  you  have  rather 
a  dcfign  to  tell  me  fome  good  news,  then  to  write  a  true  Hiftorie  unto 
me.  At  the  age  of  00000.  ycuare  feated  upon  Flower-de-luces, 
and  can  you  lye  down  upon  Rofcs  ?  You  are  wife  ,  and  have  not  ac- 
quired the  fame  with  lofs  of  your  beft  years  \  you  are  born  the  fame  we 
defire  to  be  at  the  befl :  on  what  fide  foever  you  cafl  your  eyes ,  you 
finde  prcfenc  felicities ,  and  certain  hopes  •,  and  were  there  neither 
hoover  nor  Pallace  to  promife  you  preferments  or  Offices ,  the  houle 
where  you  are,  may  alone  make  you  happy.  There  it  is,  where  virtue 
hath  no  caufe  to  complain  of  the  injuf\ice  of  Fortune,  and  where  Ihe 
is  more  commodioufly  lodged,  then  among  VlAlofophers;  wuhouc  going 
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thence  5  you  port'efswhacfocvcr  we  delire  inourwifhes,  and  what  we 
imagine  in  our  dreams.  The  daycs  which  to  mc  are  fo  IoHg,and  whofe 
each  moment  I  reckon  ,  pafs  over  fwifcly  at  Fillefavin  j  nor  can  riches 
annoy  you  in  a  focicry  capable  to  make  even  poverty  picafiog.  What 
likelyhood  is  it  then,  this  being  io^  you  fhould  be  of  your  Letters  opi- 
niouj  and  that  you  cannot  be  without  me  ?  It  fufficcth  mc ,  you  fome- 
times  have  me  in  your  thoughts  as  thofe  in  Heaven  behold  what  they 
left  on  Earth:  and  that  you  receive  the  votes  and  prayers  I  fhall  here- 
after addrefs  unto  you ,  after  the  folcmne  protcftation  I  am  about  to 
make,  to  remain  whilcft  I  live 

From  Paris  the  i^.  of  rour  mofl  humble  and  mo  ft 

September  1617.  faithfuU  fervam 

Balzac. 
The  end  ofthefirjt  Book. 
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de 
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To  Momfieur  Moreau,  Comfellour  to  the  King,yr»^ 
Lieut snant  0/  P  a  R  i  s. 


Sir, 


Letter     L 

^^^  Come  to  renew  my  old  importunity,  and  require  you*" 
Authority,  to  call  the  Printers  of  VarU  to  accoDnt:They 
have  fet  ibrth,  in  my  name,  certain  Letters,  which  I  ac- 
knowledge to  be  mine,  and  deny  not  to  father  ^  bpc  yet 
[•  they  ought  to  have  been  counfcItothcm,confidcring  I 
never  meant  they  fhould  gadd  about  the  ftreecs.  By  this 
means,  when  I  think  1  am  in  my  Clofet,  I  finde  my  felf  upon  the  Stage; 
they  carry  me  abroad,  when  I  defirc  to  be  private,  and  what  I  intended 
an  inclofure  to  my  friends,  they  lay  in  common  for  all  the  Counrrey. 
You  know  Sir,  that  this  kinde  of  writing  hath  alwayes  been  privi- 
ledged  j  and  that  many  things  are  entrufted  to  the  bofom  of  Letters, 
which  neither  curiofity,  nor  hatred  ought  to  prye  into :  nor  ever  will,  if 
that  be  any  thing  difcreet ;  This,  any  thing  generous.  An  Enemy  in 
War,  that  neither  (pares  mens  goods  nor  lives,  yet  makes  a  confcience 
of  opening  Letters :  the  Law  of  fecrets  prevailing  againft  the  dcfire  of 
revenge  :  Yet  fo  unfortunate  am  I,that  what  an  Enemy  will  not  offer  in 
War,  I  fufFer  in  peace  ;  and  that  by  men,  that  have  no  caufc  to  wifh  me 
ill.  I  have  nothing  fo  properly  mine ,  which  they  think  not  as  properly 
theirs  ,  Nothing  kept  fo  clofe,  which  they  bring  not  to  light.  If  hold 
could  be  laid  on  intelleftual  things,  they  would  dive  (I  think)  into  the 
very  thoughts  of  my  heart:  but  fmce  their  arms  are  too  fhort  for  this, 
they  (natch  them  from  me  as  foon  as  ever  I  have  made  them  fenfible, 
and  given  them  a  body  upon  Papers  in  fuch  fort  Sir,  that  I  fhould  not 
dar«  to  write  my  very  Auricular  Confcflion,  for  fear  they  fhould  put  it ' 
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in  Print)  and  make  ic  be  cried  upon  the  Exchange ;  and  I  mud  be 
forced  at  laft,  either  to  renounce  all  commerce  in  this  kinde,  or  at  Icaft 
fo  invent  fomeftrange  unknown  Charaders  to  fpeak  in  fecret  3  and  to 
prefcrve  my  conceits  from  their  arrefting.  They  arrogate  to  themfelves 
a  more  foveraign  power  than  Princes  do  ,  who  alwayes  leave  te  private 
men,  the  free  ufe  of  that  which  is  theirs,  and  never  offer  to  make  a  high" 
way  of  my  Garden,nor  a  thorough-fare  of  my  Court-yard.  This  is  a 
diforder,whereof  the  confcquenccr'cflefts  upon  you,  and  wherein  you 
arc  mpre  intertflcd  than  my  Self  j  for  I  do  not  believe  you  would  be 
willing  to  fee  thofc  excellent  difcourfes,  which  1  have  heard  you  make 
at  the  -opening  of  your  Courts ,  and  be  disfigured  by  an  uncorrcAed 
impreflion  *,  and  it  would  grieve  you  that  prophanc  hands  fhould  touch 
them  without  choice  or  difcretion,  and  thereby  marre  their  luftre ,  and 
defile  their  purity.  I  therefore  humbly  intrcat  you  in  this  point  to 
take  care  of^your  felf ,  and  to  do  your  felf  right :  The  boldnefs  of  thefe 
.  mercenary  perfons  is  not  reftrained  by  refpeft,  itmuft  have  a  (Wronger 
bridle  9  and  if  you  give  it  not  a  flop  by  fear  of  punifhment  '■,  neither  our 
Ciofcts,  nor  our  Beds  will  have  any  thing  fo  fccret,  which  will  not  be 
cried  upon  the  Market  place,  and  to  fpeak  in  the  Comedians  pbrafe. 
That  which  Jnfiter  fpeaks  to  Juno  in  her  ear ,  fhall  be  made  Table  talk 
for  dll  the  people.  You  being  as  you  are,  the  cenfor  of  manners  and 
Pylot  of  the  flate  \  it  belongs  to  your  place  to  refirain  thisfo  Tyranni- 
cal an  ufurpation  upon  the  liberty  of  mens  fpirits,  and  whilcft  you  de- 
fend from  violence  our  fortunes  and  our  lives  j  you  muft  not  expofc  to 
the  fame  violence  other  of  our  goods,  no  lefs  dear  to  us  than  thofc. 
And  herein  I  promifc  to  my  felf  fome  confideration  of  my  own  particu- 
lar, and  that  for  my  fake ,  you  will  lee  your  courtefie  go  further  than 
your  Juflice.  And  having  obliged  me  to  you  already  upon  the  like 
occafion  j  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  maintain  that  firft  favour  with  a  fe- 
cond,  and  make  the  Printers  know  that  you  have  taken  ray  name  and 
writings  into  your  proteftion  ,  to  defend  them  againfl  all  their  pra- 
Aifes.  This  fhall  be  to  me  a  fingular  favour,  and  which  fhall  binde  me 
all  my  life  to  feck  out  means  to  teftifie,  that  I  am 

Sir,    ToHY  moft  bumble  and  mofi 
affe^mate  fervant , 

BALZAC. 

To 
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Ta  Mounfienr  Rigault. 
Letter     1 1. 

HAving  adventured  to  fpcak  Latin,  I  feared  my  boldnefs  might  have 
had  but  ill  fuccefs  j  and  I  doubted  whether  in  a  <orraigi  Countrey 
I  might  pafs  for  an  enemy, or  for  a  f  icnd.     But  your  Letter  hach  given 
me  alTurance  of  my  condition.    I  account  it  as  the  Letters  Patten  s  of 
my  naturalizing  j  and  where  I  was  afraid  to  be  held  a  sarba-aar.^  I  fee 
my  felf  luddenly  become  a  Roman.     For  fince  there  is  now  no  more 
ufe  that  can  fervc  for  the  Law  y  nor  people  that  can  ferve  for  the  Judge 
of  a  dead  language;  I  have  therefore  rccourfe  to  you  Sir, in  whom  I 
feem  to  fee  the  very  face  of  the  mofl  pure  antiquity ',  and  who,  after  the 
dilTolution  of  the  body  of  the  Common- wealth,  doth  yet  preferve  the 
fpirir.     The  Gothes  and  yandab  have  boafled  falfly  that  they  left  in  ic 
nothing  remarkable  tlfinde  ftill  the  full  Majcfty  of  the  language  in 
your  writings  j  and  yowr  ftilc  hath  in  it ,  not  onely  the  Aire  and  Garb  of 
that  good  time  j  bat  the  very  courage  and  the  virtue.    You  draw  your 
opinions  from  the  fame  Well,  and  I  fee  no  caufe  that  any  man  can  have 
to  contradift  them.     It  is  certain,  that  to  gain  belief  ,  one  niuft  keep 
himfclf  within  the  bounds  of  likelyhood  9  and  prefent  to  pofterity  ex- 
am plcs,which  it  may  follow  y  and  not  Prodigies,  with  which  it  may  be 
frighted.    Words  that  are  difproportionable  to  the  matter ,  fecm  to  , 
favour  of  that  Mountibanks  ftrain  9  who  would  have  it  believed  ,  he 
could  make  a  (latueof  a  Mountain,  and  would  perfwade  us,  that  a  man 
were  a  mile  long.     There  are  fome  mens  works,  not  much  lefs  extra- 
vagant than  this  Mountibanks  defign  j  and  moft  men  feem  to  write 
with  as  little  ferioufnefs ;  and  with  as  little  care  to  be  believed.     And 
though  men  make  a  confcience  in  dealing  with  particular  perfons '-,  yet 
when  they  come  to  deal  with  the  publick,  they  fecm  to  think  them- 
felves  difpenfed  with  *,  and  that  they  owe  more  refpcft  to  one  neigh- 
bour than  to  whole  Nations,  and  to  all  ages  to  come.    You  know  noc- 
withftanding,thatthisisno  new  vice  j  and  not  to  make  a  troublefom 
enumeration  of  the  ancient  adorers  of  favour :  Is  not  that  bafe  flattering 
of  Vellcm  come  even  to  us  ?  and  was  he  not  a  Bond  flave,that  de- 
fired  one  fhould  know  he  was  in  love  with  his  Chain  ?  I  could  eurfe  the 
ill  fortune  of  good  Letters,  that  hath  bereft  us  of  the  book  which  Brum 
writ  of  vertue ;   and  in  lieu  hath  left  us  the  infamous  poflcfRon,which 
that  villain  makes  of  his  loofnefsjand  how  he  had  more  care  of  the  dregs 
of  a  corrupted  Court  *,  than  of  upholding  the  main  ftrudure  of  the  La- 
tine  Philofophy.  If  it  had  been  his  fortune  to  have  out-lived  Sejanxs  9 
I  doubt  nofi  but  he  would  have  taken  from  him  all  the  praifcs  he  had 

L  2  fiivcrj 
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given  him  to  make  a  prcicnc  of  them  co  his  lucceflfour  Macron  :  and  if 
the  gaps  and  breaches  of  his  book  were  filled  up  ,  one  (hould  fee  he 
had  not  forgotten  fo  much  as  a  Groom  in  nil  Tiberm  houic  of  whom 
he  had  not  written  encomiums.  We  live  in  a  Government  much  mor« 
juft ,  and  therefore  much  more  commendable  *,  the  raign  of  our  King 
is  not  barren  of  great  examples.  It  is  impoflible  the  carriage  of  ^.the 
Cardinal  fhould  be  more  dextrous,  more  fage ,  more  aftive  than  it  is: 
yet  who  knows  not  that  he  hath  found  work  enough  to  do  for  many 
ages ,  and  Battails  enough  to  fight  for  many  Worthies :  Thar  he  hath 
met  with  difficulties  worthy  of  the  tranfcendenr  forces  of  himlclf, 
far  exceeding  the  forces  of  any  other  i  it  is  nectlT.ry,  that  rime  It 
felf  fhould  joyn  in  labour  with  excellent  Maftcr- workmen  to  pro- 
duce the  pcrfcftion  of  excellent  works  The  recovery  fof  a  wafted 
body ,  is  not  the  work  of  onely  one  potion  ',  or  once  opening  a  vein: 
the  reviving  a  decayed  eftare  ,  requires  a  reiteration  of  endeavours, 
and  a  conftancy  of  labours.  The  falving  of  dcfperatc  cafes  goes  not 
fo  fwift  a  pace,  as  Poers  defcriptions,  or  Figures  of  Orators.  We  muft 
therefore  keep  the  extenfion  of  ourJubjcft  within  certain  boundsjand 
not  fay,  that  the  vidory  is  perfeded  ,  as  long  as  it  leaves  us  the  evills 
cf  War  5  and  that  there  remains  any  Monfter  to  be  vanquifhed,reeing 
even  poverty  is  yet  remaining,  which  is  one  of  thegrearcfl  Monf^crs; 
and  in  comparifon  whereof ,  thofe  which  Hercules  fubrlntd,  were  but 
tame  and  gentle.  With  time,  our  Redeemer  will  fini/h  his  work  J 
and  he  that  hath  given  us  fccurity  ,will  give  us  alfo  no  doubt  abun- 
dance. But  feeing  the  order  of  the  world  ,  and  the  necclTity  of  af- 
fairs affords  us  not  yet  to  tafte  this  happines  *,  ic  fhall  be  a  joy  un- 
to me ,  to  fee  at  leaft,the  Image  of  it  in  your  Hif^ory  :  to  return  and 
re-enter  by  your  means  into  thcfctnreejfo  rich  and  fl^'urifhing  years, 
after  which  the  peace  harh  fhewed  ic  felf  but  by  fits  j  and  the  Sun  it 
felf  hath  been  more  referved  of  his  beams ,  and  not  ripened  our  fruits 
but  on  one  fide.  You  fhallbinde  me  infinitely  unto  you ,  to  grant 
me  a  fight  of  this  rare  Pecce  ,  and  to  allow  me  a  Key  of  that  Tem- 
ple, which  you  keep  fhut  to  all  the  World  befide; ,  I  aflure  my  felf 
I  fhall  fee  nothing  there  but  that  which  is  ftatcly  and  Magnificent  5 
fpecially  I  doubt  not  but  the  roof  it  felf  is  admirable,  and  that  your 
words  do  Parallell  the  fubjeft  ,  when  you  come  to  (peak  of  the  lafl 
Defigns  of  our  deceafcd  K^ng  \  and  of  the  undoubted  revolution  he 
had  brought  upon  the  ftate  of  the  World  ,  if  he  had  lived.  And 
though  in  this  there  be  more  of  divination  than  of  knowledge  ;  and 
that  to  fpeak  of  fuch  things  be  to  expound  Riddles ;  yet  in  fuch  cafes 
it  is  not  denied  to  be  Speculative ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  L  wierc' 
counting  the  death  of  c^far  ^  did  lightly  pafs  over  the  Voyage  he  in- 
tended againft  the  Farthians  j  and  that  he  ftayed  not  a  little  to  con- 

fidcr 
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fidcr  the  new  face  he  would  have  put  upon  the  Common- wealth  ,  if 
death  had  not  prevented  him.     If  all  my  affairs  lay  here,  yet  I  would 
make  a  journey  to  Paris  ,  exprefly  for  this  h  and  to  read  a  difcourfe, 
made  afcci  the  fafhion  of  this  Epitaph ,  which  pleafcd  me  exceeding- 
ly. Hih^dad^ftgntowin  Rhodes  and  overcome  lti\y.     Ifhould  have 
much  ado  to  hold  in  my  Paflion  till  chen  ',  but  now  I  ftand  waiting  fof 
'your  rertuUian  ,  that  I  may  learn  of  him  that  patience, which  he 
teacheth,  thar  I  faint  not  in  waiting  till  it  be  printed  j  what  a  croud 
there  will  be  to  fee  him  ,  'when  he  fhall  be  in  ftate  to  be  feen*,  and 
when  he  (hall  come  abroad  undtryour  correftions*,  like  to  thofe  glo- 
rious bodies  5  which  being  cleanfed  from  all  impurity  of  matter,  do 
gliftcr  and/hine  on  every  fidtr.     This  is  an  Authour  with  whom  your 
Preface  would  have  made  me  friends,  if  I  hadorhrrwife  been  fallen 
out*,  andthatthe  hardnefsofhisphrafejand  the  vices  of  his  age  had 
given  me  any  diftafte  from  reading  him.     But  it  is  long  fince  that  I 
have  held  him  in  account ',  and  as  fad  and  thorny  as  he  is,  yet  he  hath 
not  .been  unpleafmg  to  me.     Me  thinks  1  finde  his  writings,that  di:rk 
light  -,  or  light(om  darkncfs  ,  which  an  ancient  Poet  fpeaks  oflFj  and  I 
looK  upon  the  obfcuricy  of  his  writing,  as  I  fhould  look  upon  a  piece  of 
Eoone  that  were  well  wrought  and  polifhsd.     This  harh  been  ever 
my  opinion  of  him      As  the  beauties  o(  Africa,  do  nor  therefore  leave 
to  be  Amiable,  becaufe  the^  are  i.ot  like  to  ours;  and  as  Sophmisbe 
would  have  carried  the  prize  from  many  Itali^tn  faces ;  fo  the  wits  of 
the  fameCountrey  do  nor  leave  to  pleafe,  though  their  eloquence  be  a 
forreiner :  and  for  my  part  i  prefer  this  man  before  many  that  take 
upon  them  ro  be  imitators  of  dccro.     Let  it  be  granted  to  delicate 
cars,  thar  his  ftile  is  of  Iron :  but  then  let  it  be  granted  aUo,  that  of  this 
Iron,  many  excellent  Armours  have  been  forged  j  that  with  it  he  hath 
defended  the  honour  and  innoccncy  of  Chriftianity  j  with  it  he  hath 
pwt  the  l^alentimaiis  to  flight,  and  hath  pierced  the  very  heart  oi  Mat' 
cton.     You  fee  I  want  not  much  of  declaiming  in  his  praife  *,  but  to 
avoid  this  inconvenience,  I  think  beft  to  break  off  abruptly.     I  am 
neither  good  at  making  Orations,  nor  at  venting  of  Complements  i  I 
am  a  bad  Advocate,  and  as  bad  a  Courtier :  yet  I  entreat  you  to  believe 
that  I  very  truely  am 

Sir,    Tour,&c, 


To  MounfieHr  du  Moulin, 

Letter     III. 
1 1 R ,  no  modefty  is  able  to  refift  the  praifes  that  come  from  yon 
>And  I  vow  wto  you  ,  I  took  a  pleafureto  fufFer  my  fcif  to  be  cor- 

L  3  rupted, 
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iTupted,  with  the  firft  lines  of  your  Letter.     But  itmu/l  be  one  that  ' 
knows  himfeU  Icfs  then  I  do,  that  dwels  long  in  this  errour.    After  a 
pkafing  dream,  one  is  willing  to  awake ,  and  I  fee  well  enough ,  that 
when  you  fpeak  fo  much  in  the  praife  of  my  work*  you  make  not  ufe 
©f  the  whole  integrity  of  your  judgement.   You  do  me  a  favour,  I  can- 
not fay  you  do  me  jufticc  *,  you  feem  to  have  a  will  to  oblige  me  to 
you,  by  hazarding  to  incurre  the  difpleafure  of  truth.    Now  that  you 
are  your  felf  at  the  Goal ,  you  encourage  with  all  your  forces  thofe  that 
are  in  the  race ',  and  to  per fwade  them  to  follow  you  j  make  them  be- 
lieve thev  (hall  go  beyond  you.    An  admirable  trick  of  Art ,  I  muft 
confels  *,  and  which  a^  ftrft  I  did  not  difcover.    But  whatfoever  it  be, 
and  from  what  ground  (oevcr  this  wonderfull commendation  of  yours 
pr  )ceeds',  I  eftecm  it  not  lefs  than  an  ambitious  man  doth  a  Crownjand 
withourpirrcingintoyourpurpofe,  I  take  a  joy  in  my  good  fortune : 
whicn  IS  no-  fmall  Sir,  to  be  loved  of  you,whom  1  have  alwayes  exceed- 
ingly cftcemed :  and  whom  I  have  a  long  time  looked  upon  in  the 
Huz,wnot  party,  as  an  excellent  Pylot  thaf.  affronts  a  great  Fleet,  being 
himfelf  but  in  Pinnace.     The  right  and  authority  is  on  our  fide*  the 
plots  and  Stratagems  on  yours,  and  lyou  feem  not  lefs  confident  in  your 
courage,  than  we  in  our  caufe.     It  is  certain,  that  this  is  the  way  to 
give  a  fcdition  the  fhew  of  a  jud  War :  and  to  a  multitude  of  mntiners 
the  face  of  a  well  ordered  Army.   By  this  you  keep  many  in  a  good 
opinion  of  that  which  hath  now  loft  the  attraftive  grace  of  Novelty  5 
and  though  it  be  now  bending  to  its  declination  ^  yet  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, but  that  it  holds  flill  fome  colour,  and  fome  apparance  ,  by  the 
y arnifh  of  your  writings*,  and  that  never  man  hath   more  fubtilly  co- 
vered his  caufe  from  (hew  of  weakncfs  j  nor  more  ftrongly  upheld  his 
fide  from  ruine  than  your  felf : 

si  Fergama  T^extra 
roefendi  pojjent,  etiam  hu  Dsfenfa  fuiffent. 
This  is  my  ordinary  language,  when  it  comes  in  my  way  to  fpeak  of 
you.     I  am  not  of  the  paffionate  humour  of  the  vulgar ',  which  blanch- 
eth  the  liberty  of  their  judgement  ♦,  and  findes  never  any  fault  in  their 
own  fide,  nor  virtue  in  the  oppofite.     For  my  felf,  from  what  cloud 
foever  the  day  break  s  I  accounr  it  fair ;  and  alTure  my  felf  that  at  T^me 
honefl:  men  commended  Hanmhal  *,  and  none  but  Porters  and  bafc 
peopk  (pake  bafcly  of  him.     It  is  indeed  a  kinde  of  facriledge  to  de- 
veft  any  man,  whatfoever  he  be,  of  the  gifcsof  God,  and  if  I  fhould  not 
ack  lowledge  that  you  have  received  much  j  I  fhould  be  injurious  to 
him  tha^  Hath  given  you  much  \  and  in  a  different  caufe  wrong  an  indif- 
ferent Benefaftour.    It  is  true,  I  have  not  alwayes  fla  rtred  the  ill 
I    difpofed  V<ench  '■,  and  was  put  in  fome  choler  againft  the  Authors  of  our 
laft  broils  j  but  obferving  in  your  writings  that  our  Tenets  are  alike; 

and 
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and  that  the  fubjeftion  due  to  Princes  is  a  part  of  the  RcligiMi  you  pro- 
fcrsjlhflvethought  I  might  well  fpcak  by  your  confcnt,  as  mu|j  ^j  j 
faid  :  and  in  fo  doing,  be  but  your  Interpreter.     Whether  the  te»^^^ 
rife  from  the  Northern  winde,  or  from  the  Southern^  it  is  to  me  equai., 
unplcafmg;  and  in  that  which  concerns  my  duty  ',  I  neither  take  Coun- 
fcl  from  England,  nor  yet  from  Spam.     My  humour  is  not  to  wreftle 
with  the  time  j  and  to  make  my  felf  an  Antagonift  of  the  prefenc  •,  it  is 
pain  enough  for  me  onely  to  conceive  the  Iden  oiCaio,  and  Caftm',  and 
bemg  to  live  under  the  command  of  another,  I  findc  no  virtue  more  fit- 
ting than  obedience.     If  I  were  a  Swit^^er  ,  I  would  think  it  honour 
enough  to  be  the  K^ngs  Goflip;  and  would  not  be  his  fubjcd,nor  change 
my  liberty  for  the  bcft  Mafter  in  the  World  5  but  fmce,  it  hath  pleafed 
God  to  have  mc  born  in  chains,  I  bear  them  willingly,  and  finding  them 
neither  cumberfom  nor  heavy,  1  fee  no  caufe  I  fhould  break  my  teeth, 
infeeking  to  break  them.   It  is  a  great  argument,  that  Heaven  approves 
Chat  govemmencjwhich  hath  continued  its  fucceflion  now  a  dozen  ages : 
an  evil  that  fliould  lafl  fo  long ,  might  in  fome  fort  feem  to  be  made  Le- 
gitimate, and  if  the  age  of  men  be  venerable,  certainly  that  of  dates 
ought  to  be  holy.     Thefe  great  fpirits  which  I  fpeakofin  ray  work, 
and  which  have  been  of  your  party,  fhould  have  come  in  the  beginning 
of  the  World,  to  have  given  Laws  to  new  people  *,  and  to  have  fetlcd 
an  eftablifhmcnt  in  the  politick  eftate*,  but  as  it  is  neceffary  to  invent 
good  Laws,  fo  certainly  it  is  dangerous  to  change  even  thofe  that  are 
bad.    Thefe  arc  the  moft  cruel  thoughts  that  1  entertain  againft  the 
heads  of  your  party :  in  this  fort  I  handle  the  adverfe  fide ;  and  take 
no  pleafurc  to  infult  upon  your  miferies,  as  you  feem  civilly  ro  charge 
me,  who  have  written  that  the  KJTJg  fhould  be  applauded  of  all  the 
World,  if  after  he  hath  beaten  down  the  pride  of  the  Rebels,  he 
would  not  tread  upon  the  calamity  of  the  aflflifted.    The  perfccutors  of 
thofe,  who  fubmit  themfelves,  are  to  me  in  equal  execration  with  the 
violatoursofSepulchers*,  andlhave  not  onely  pitty  of  their  affliction, 
but  in  fome  fort  reverence.     I  know  that  places  ftrucken  with  light- 
ning, have  fometimes  been  held  Sacred.  The  finger  of  God  hath  been 
refpefted  in  them,  whom  it  hath  touched  •,  and  great  adverfities  have 
fometimes  rather  given  a  Religious  refpe<ft,  than  received  a  reproach. 
But  thus  to  fpeak  of  the  good  fuccefs  of  the  K^^igs  armies  were  tofpeak 
properly  :     Both  fides  have  gained  byhisviftory.     All  the  penalty 
that  harh  been  impofed  upon  you ',  hath  been  but  rhis,  to  make  you  as 
happy  as  our  felves,  and  you  are  now  in  quiet  pofTcflion  of  that  happi- 
nefs,  for  which  before  your  Towns  were  taken,you  were  bur  fnppllants. 
Our  Prince  will  put  no  yoke  upon  the  confciencesofhis  fubjefts.he  de- 
fircs  not  to  mike  that  to  be  received  by  force', which  cannot  be  receive  cJ 
but  by  perfwafion',  nor  to  ufe  fuch  remedies  againft  the  Fycnch  ,  which 
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not  gqp^j  ^"^  againft  the  Moors.  If  the  V^mg  of  Sia?cden  ufc  his 
orofpeiVf, '"  this  manner,  and  (oil  not  fo  pure  a  grace  with  profcripti- 
I^Pj^  punifliments  *,  I  make  you  a  faithful!  promife  to  Jo  that  which 

defirc  me  to  do  *,  to  employ  all  my  cunning  and  all  my  Engines 


b  ereft  a  ftatue  to  the  memory  of  his  name.  You  teuch  the  right 
firing  of  my  inclination,  when  you  pray  m^  to  praife  and  to  magnifie 
that  Prince,  If  all  the  Crowns  that  are  wrought  upon  his  Scarf  fhould 
be  changed  into  fo  many  Kingdoms,  they  could  never  in  my  opinion 
fufficiently  recompence  fo  rare  a  virtue  *,  nor  be  able  to  fill  fo  vafle  t 
Spirit  as  his  is :  As  I  expeft  nothing  but  great  from  his  valour,  fo  from 
his  hcncfty  I  hope  for  nothing  but  good  j  and  although  in  Spain  ic 
be  currant  that  he  is  the  true  Antichrift ',  yet  I  am  neither  fo  devout 
to  believe  fuch  a  fable  ,  nor  fo  fearfull  to  be  afraid  of  fuch  a  dream. 
I  onely  anfwer  fome  fcrupulous  perfons ,  who  qucftion  me  about  this 
Prince ;  that  our  King  bath  in  him  a  fecond  to  ftand  by  him  \  and  fuch 
a  one  as  a  fitter  could  never  be  found,  to  ftrike  an  amufement  into  the 
houfe  of  ^uftria. ',  and  to  divert  it  from  the  care  it  takes  of  our  affairs. 
But  I  will  ftay  my  fclf  here  for  this  time*,  and  not  enter  upon  a  fubjed^, 
which  I  refcrve  for  the  deareft  hours  of  my  leafure  ,  it  is  better  to 
make  a  ftand  at  the  porch  of  holy  places,  than  to  enter  into  them 
without  preparation.  Befides ,  my  difcourfe  may  feem  already  long, 
if  not  toi  long,  for  a  beginning  of  acquaintance  j  pardon  I  befeech 
you,  the  contentment  I  take  to  be  this  way  with  you,  which  makes  me 
forget  both  your  employments ,  and  my  own  cuftom  :  which  is  not  to 
be  troublefom  to  any,  much  Icfs  to  make  Sermons  to  my  friends ',  but 
your  feif  gave  me  the  Text  I  have  handled,  and  I  cannot  doubt,  but 
that  having  opened  unto  you  the  bottom  of  my  heart ,  without  diffi- 
mulation  ',  you  will  give  my  liberty  the  credit  of  your  belief,  and  with 
this  1  folemnly  affure  you  that  I  truely  am, 

Sir ,    Toury  &c. 


To  Momfienr  f^^  Abbot  o/Baume. 

Letter     IV. 
Sir, 

I  Am  true,  if  not  liberal;  and  I  fend  you  that  I  promifcd  ,  though  I 
cannot  fend  you  what  I  wowld.     This  is  neither  a  moveable  for  the 
ufe  of  your  houfe,  nor  an  ornament  to  beautifie  your  clofet  j  it  is  mat- 
ter of  difcourfe  onely  for  two  or  three  dayes  at  your  table  -,  and  a  No- 
A    yelty  that  will  quickly  grow  flale.     But  if  your  felf  have  any  better 
(.'   opinion  of  it ,  and  that  you  account  it  of  any  value  3 1  am  contented 
1  that 
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that  you  leave  my  ftile  to  the  naercy  of  any  that  will  arrcft  it  i      ^ 
pleafe  to  juftifie  my  intentions  to  men  that  are  reafonable,  and  .^ 
fufFer  in  the  Countrcy  where  you  are ,  that  an  honeft  man  fhould  be 
opprclTed  with  the  hatred  againft  his  fide.     If  I  were  a  revolted  5/>^- 
mard.^  and  that  the  words  1  write  did  come  from  the  mouth  of  a  Fu- 
gitive, they  might  with  good  reafon  be  taken  in  ill  part ;  and  we  findc 
that  a  Grecian  at  Athens ,  was  once  punifhed  for  ferving  the  Terfians  to 
be  their  Interpreter :  but  I  defire  you  to  confider  ,  that  the  caufe  I 
maintain  is  the  caufe  of  my  Prince  and  Countrey,  which  I  could  not 
maintain  coldly,  without  a  kinde  of  treafon.     We  punifh  Prevarica- 
tours  and  Traitors,  but  true  and  lawfull  enemies  wepraife,  and  I  can- 
not think  that  JW.  the  Cardinal  of  Cueva,  will  think  the  worfe  of  my 
paflion,  for  the  publick  liberty ,  who  hath  (hewed  himfelf  the  like  paf- 
fion,  for  one  particular  mans  Regency.    I  am  not  afraid  that  a  good 
aftion  fhould  make  melofe  his  favour,  or  that  being  himfelf  eXtrcam- 
^y  juft ,  he  fhould  nor  more  tfteem  of  ray  zeal,  which  is  natural  and 
honeft  >  than  the  choller   of  Dodor  Boucher ,  a   mercenary   man, 
and   a  Penrioner  to  a  ftrangcr.     It   will  be   no  Novtlcy   to  fay 
that  of  5/ji«,  which  hath  been  alwayes  faid  of  great  Empires,  and 
that  rapine  and  cruelty  is  a  reproach  even  to    Eagles  and  Lions. 
To  be  a  Tyrant  and  an  Ufutper,  is  it  nor  in  other  terms  to  be  a  Gran- 
dee, and  a  Conquerour  ?  And  are  not  violence  and  feverity  vices  tnat 
exceed  the  reach  of  virtue ,  and  which  makes  our  morality  ridiculous; 
I  blame  fometimes  the  counfelsof  2(i//^j  ,  but  I  never  lay  hands  up- 
on their  royalty,  aud  if  I  feek  to  cut  ofFfuperfluiries  and  cxccfles,  ic 
cannot  therefore  be  juftly  faid ,  1  tear  that  off  which  I  feek  to  prune. 
Crowns  are  to  me  facred,  even  upon  Idolaters  heads ',  and  I  adore  the 
mark  of  God  in  the  perfon  of  the  great  chanty  and  of  the  great  t%logoll. 
Having  now  made  this  Declarationjwhichyec  is  more  exprefly  deli- 
vered in  my  book  :  I  hope  there  will  be  no  place  left  for  calumny,  and 
I  promife  to  my  fclf ,  that  for  my  fake  you  will  whip  the  Spaniards  in 
point  of  generoufnefs,  and  fhew  them  that  fhe  hath  fhewed  her  felf 
principally  to  do  a  favour  to  enemies,  and  to  mingle  things,  which 
fcem  hard  to  be  mingled,  courtefieand  war  together,  I  demand  not 
thefe  good  Offices  from  you ,  I  fexpeft  them  from  your  friendftiip, 
and  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  continue  ic  to  me  in  fpighc  of  all  the 
fpightfulnefs  and  bitternefs  of  the  oppofites,  feeing  I  know  you 
are  free  from  thofc  petty  pafiions  of  vulgar  fpirits  ,  and  that  you 
know  1  am 

Sir,    Tour^&c. 

To 
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To  Momfieur  Bouthillier ,  Connfellorof  the  Kingt^  his  Com' 
fels^  and  Secret nry  of  hU  commands. 

Letter     V. 
Sir, 

I  Vow  I  am  one  of  the  worft  Courtiers  of  Vraiu^. ,  and  to  juftifie  for* 
tune,  for  having  little  favoured  me ,  I  will  accufe  my  felf  for  having 
little  courted  her  i  yet  for  the  love  of  you,  I  have  ufed  an  extraordina- 
ry endeavour.  My  afFeftion  hath  gone  beyond  my  adtion,  and  I  have 
put  my  felf  to  the  venture  to  go  as  fa?  as  Gafcogny  to  feck  you  our.  If 
you  had  gone  by  Cadillac,  as  I  was  told  you  would,  you  had  found  me 
it  the  waters  fide  at  your  difinbarking,  and  I  Ihould  have  pur  hard  with 
the  befl  of  the  Countrcy  to  have  had  the  honour  to  offer  you  my  fer- 
vice  fi'fl  of  any,  but  God  did  not  think  nae  worthy  of  my  defircs.  It 
was  his  pleafure  I  fhould  nriake  a  journey  of  fifty  leagues  not  to  fee 
you,  and  I  conceive  my  happinefs  to  be  fuch,  that  if  J  fhould  go  to  Pa- 
ris with  the  like  intention,  God  would  prefently  infpire  the  I^tngs  heart 
fo  fend  you  away  in  fome  Embaffage  :  Be  pleafed  therefore,  Sir, to 
foatt  me  this  travail  *,  I  dare  undertake  no  fecond  voyage,  for  fear  Icafl 
ffih  a  chought  onely  fhould  remove  you  from  the  flation  where  all  the 
good  of  life  is  fcated,  and  our  of  which  a  man  can  have  no  conrenrmenr, 
but  what  he  can  get  by  the  force  of  reafon  and  Philofophy.  It  fnfficeth 
me  that  1  have  this  one  way  left  me,  to  prefent  you  my  complements^ 
and  that  from  time  to  time  I  can  make  you  read  that  your  idea  is  the. 
dear  company  of  my  folitude,  and  your  reputation  the  comfortable 
trouble  off  my  repofe.  In  the  fftate  I  now  am  in,  this  in  effeft ,  is  all 
the  part  1  claim  in  the  affairs  of  the  World  ;  thefe  are  the  news  for 
which  I  retain  flill  my  whole  enquiry ;  I  profefs  unto  you  the  publick 
iprofperities  would  be  lefs  dear  unto  me,if  yours  were  not  bound  up  in 
one  volume  with  them.  It  doth  not  trouble  ,me  I  confefs  that  our 
affairs  are  profperoiis ,  and  that  our  armies  have  glorious  fuccefs,  but  to 
think  that  you  are  one  of  the  inflruments  of  fo  fiourifhing  a  Kingdom, 
and  that  the  K.^ng  makes  ufe  of  your  Pen  to  communicate  himfelf  to  his 
own  people,  and  to  flrangers ,  and  to  diftribute  both  good  and  evil  to 
all  Europe^  this  is  that  which  ravifheth  me  with  extremity  of  joy.  From 
your  words  are  framed  the  Oracles  that  are  at  this  day  given  to  all  Na- 
tions, you  trouble  not  your  brains  any  more  with  the  petty  intereAs  of 
"Tjttus  and  M<evm  %  Italy  and  Germany  are  now  your  clients ;  and  the 
Princes  that  either  fear  or  fuffer  opprelfion,  eXpeft  their  deflinies  firom 
your  anfwers.  I  had  the  pleafure  Sir  to  fee  all  thefe  things  before  they 
were  vilible  >  I  faw  the  fruit  when  it  was  but  in  the  buddc,  I  knew  the 
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Gold  when  it  was  yet  in  the  Mine,  I  remember  your  happy  entrance  in- 
to the  World,  and  that  you  have  not  needed  a  time  of  probation  for 
being  perfeftly  an  honeft  man^you  faid  things  to  me  in  your  infancic, 
which  I  make  ufe  of  now  in  my  old  age ',  and  I  keep  for  a  Monumenc  a 
Letter  you  once  writ  to  me  Irom  FiUeJav'm  as  a  feed  of  all  the  dif- 
patches,  and  of  all  the  inftrnftions  you  ifhall  ever  make.  At  that  time 
I  was  proud  of  my  forcunc^  and  you  gave  me  leave  to  boaft  of  your 
fficndfliip,!  dare  not  now  ufe  the  privacy  of  fuch  terms ',  it  is  fie"  my 
ambition  fhould  be  more  modeft  and  more  moderate.  I  crave  now 
onely  an  acknowledging  and  a  proteftion,  and  this  I  hope,Sir , you  will 
not  deny  me  *,  but  take  me  for  one  of  the  charges  dtfcendcd  upon  you, 
with  the  inheritance  of  Mounficur  <C  Aire  your  deccafcd  Uncle  *,  Bear 
with  my  paffion  as  a  thing  of  your  own,  and  which  you  cannot  put 
away*  fincc  in  cifcd  I  am  and  never  be  other. 

Sir ,    ThanjouY^  &e. 


To  MoHnfienr  the  Earle  o/Excefter. 

Letter     XVI. 
SIR, 

IF  I  had  made  a  vow  of  humility,  you  give  me  here  a  fair  occafion  to 
be  proud  for  not  breaking  it,  yet  this  fhould  not  be  an  efFed  of  the 
love  of  wifedom  *,  it  fhould  be  a  mark  of  averfion  from  goodnefs,  If  I 
did  not  teftifie  the  joy  of  the  news  I  have  received.  1  could  never  ex- 
peft  from  Fame  y  a  more  fweet  recompence  of<  my  travail  than  this, 
which  is  prefented  to  me  by  your  hands,  and  when  I  fee  the  Son  of  the 
great  Cecile  let  down  his  fpirics  fo  low  as  to  mine,  and  make  himfelf  lefs 
than  he  is  by  reprefenting  me  in  his  Countrcy ;  I  cannot  forbear  to 
vow  unto  you  that  it  hath  touched  the  moftfenfible  part  of  my  Soul, 
and  that  with  joy  thereof  my  miferies  have  given  me  a  comfortable 
breathing  time.  For  your  (elf  Sir,  all  the  flain  you  can  take  herein  is 
but  this,  that  it  may  be  faid,  you  have  your  fports  as  well  as  your  buii- 
nefTcs,  and  that  all  the  hours  of  your  life  are  not  equally  fcrious ,  buc 
feeing  the  gods  in  times  pafl  have  changed  their  fhapes  9  and  difguifed 
thcmfelves  in  a  thoufand  fafhions  j  I  conceive  it  may  be  juflly  allowed 
to  you  to  give  us  the  moral  fence  of  thofe  fables,  you  are  able  without 
any  wrong  to  your  felf  to  flit  w  us,  that  great  perfous  cloyed  with  their 
felicity  are  glad  fometimes  to  im.itate  the  aftioos  of  private  men,  and  to 
putonMafks  to  fave  thcmfelves  from  the  importunity  of  their  grear- 
ncfs*  Whatfocvcr  your  dcfign  were  I  cannot  buc  turn  ic  to  my  advan- 
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tagc,  for  by  this  means  I  am  certainly  an  honeftcr  man  in  England  than 
in  France :  feeing  1  fpeak  rhcre  by  your  mourh  ;  I  therefore  moft  hum- 
bly thank  you  for  the  favour  you  have  done  me,  in  making  me  better 
than  I  was ;  and  I  joy  in  this,  that  ^y  your  means  I  am  impi  oveci  in  va- 
lue, which  inablrs  me  to  make  you  the  more  worthy  prcfent,  in  prc- 
fcnting  you  my  afftftion,  and  rhe  defire  1  have  co  be  ail  my  life 

Sir,  Tour^&c. 

To  Momjieurde  Boy  ffdit. 
Letter     VI  I. 

WJHac  occafion  foevcr  it  be  that  brings  me  your  Letters  ,  it  can- 
not be  but  very  pleafing,  I  feel  a  joy  at  the«nely  fight  of 
yoarname,  and  the  honour  you  do  me  to  remember  me  is  fo  dear 
unto  me  ,  that  though  perhaps  it  be  fortune  that  doth  it ,  yet  I  can- 
not but  thank  you  for  it.  You  are  one  of  thofe  whofe  leaft  favours  are 
ObttgaLoric  y  and  you  never  cafl  them  from  you  fo  carelefly ,  but  that 
they  dcferve  to  be  carefully  gathered.  When  others  bear  you  afFe- 
dion  and  hold  you  dear ,  it  is  but  to  be  jufl ,  and  to  pay  debts  y  but 
when  you  do  the  like  to  others,  it  is  to  be  liberal,  and  to  bcftow  fa*? 
vours.  You  may  then  imagine  what  glory  I  account  it,  that  the  mean- 
iiefs  of  my  iplrit  ha  h  the  approbation  of  your  judgement ,  and  I  am 
not  a  lirrieglad  that  my  inclination  hath  fo  goodfuccefs,  not  to  be 
hated  of  one  whom  I  fhould  love ,  though  he  hated  me.  For  a  train 
CO  this  firfl  favour  I  require  from  you  a  fecond  j  be  pleafed  Sir  that  I 
afk  you,  if  it  be  in  truth  myfelf  whom  you  exhort  to  moderation, 
whether  you  think  in  your  confclence  that  I  am  fallen  into  the  vice 
comrary  to  this  virtue  ?  It  is  now  four'years  that  l  fuffer  ou'ragesjthey 
think  it  not  cnoagh  to  do  me  wrongs  unlefs  they  print  them  too  *,  they 
do  me  hurt,  and  would  have  me  think  my  felf  beholding  to  them  for 
it ;  an  infinite  Army  of  Enemies  are  come  into  rhe  Field  againfl  me, 
under  the  Colours  of  Philarque-,  it  is  not  two  or  three  private  men, 
it  is  whole  Companies,  whole  Troups  that  fet  upon  me  :I  am  the 
Martyr  of  a  thoufand  Tyrants,  and  if  this  unhappy  influence  pafs 
not  over ,  or  abate  not  ,  I  fhall  come  at  laft  to  be  the  objed  of 
pcrfecotion  for  all  the  World.  They  have  painted  me  out  a  »pu- 
blick  finner  amongft  honefl  men  j  a  man  that  cannot  read  amongft 
Schollers  y  a  mad  man  amongfl  the  fober :  Thefe  good  Offices  they 
have  done  me  hitherto  without  any  revenging  •,  1  am  as  yet  a  deb- 
tour  of  thefe  charities  to  them  that  have  lent  them  to  me  *,  I  have 
taken  thefe  blows  with  hardinefs  in  ftcad  of  repelling  them  with 

forces 
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force  i  and  my  patience  hath  been  fuch  ,  that  many  have  called  ic 
want  of  courage  :  If  this  be  lo,  you  will  grant  me  Sir,  that  yon 
trouble  your  felf  about  thac  which  cannot  be  i  that  another  mans 
prailcb  (hould  be  iniupportable  to  me  ,  when  I  have  not  been  fen- 
fible  of  my  own  Calumnies :  I  am  not  like  to  be  in  hafte  to  hinder 
by  my  violence  the  making  of  friend/hip,  who  have  by  my  re- 
miflenefs  as  it  were  confcnred  to  my  own  hatred.  There  is  no  co- 
lour to  think  that  1  fhould  complain  of  words  feigned  ,  and  fuch 
asdcclaimers  ufeinfport,  who  have  not  fo  much  as  fpokcnaword 
of  the  moft  cruel  aftion,  that  ever  tlie  moft  premeditated  malice 
could  bring  forth.     Let  our  friend,  if  he  plcafe,  make  an  Epitaph  or 

a  deifying  of let  him  imploy  all  his  Mortdr  and  all  his   Arc 

to  build  him  either  a  Sepulcher  or  a  Temple  ,  and  to  fpeak  after 
the  manner  of-- —  let  him  ere^  him  afhrine,  and  place  him  amongfl 
his  hou/hold  faints :  I  fay  nothing  againfl  all  this,  nor  condemne  his 
proceeding,  whether  it  be  that  he  honour  the  memory  and  merit  of 
the  dead  ,  or  that  he  ftandinawe  of  the  credit  and  faftion  of  his 
heirs.  I  cafily  bear  with  thefe fmall  fpots  in  my  friends,  and  exaft 
no  more  of  them  than  they  can  well  Ipare.  I  know  that  Greek 
and  Latine  make  not  men  valiant,  nor  are  things  that  defcendcd 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Soul ,  they  fcarce  reach  to  the  urtermoit  fu- 
perfrcies  :  they  ftay  commonly  in  the  memory  and  in  the  imagina- 
tion ,  and  polifh  the  tongue  without  fortifying  the  heart :  I  fhould 
therefore  defire  too  much  ,  if  I  fhould  defire  at  all  that  thefe  good- 
ly knowledges  fhould  get  a  new  virtue  for  ray  fake,  and  fhould  work  2 

greater  effcit  m  the  fpirit  of than  they  wrought  in  the  Poet 

Lucan ,  whom  fear  conftrained  to  accuse  his  Mother  ,  and  to  praife 
a  Tyrant.  If  it  flay  but  upon  me  that  this  dear  Childc  ihould  fee  the 
light ,  after  lo  many  fower  looks  and  fo  many  throws  I  am  ready 
my  felf  to  ftrve  for  a  Midwife.  I  am  content  it  fhall  be  publifhed 
to  day  ,  and  to  morrow  be  tranflated  into  all  languages ,  that  the  Au- 
thor may  not  lofe  a  day  in  his  glory  ,  an**  that  his  glory  be  not  bound- 
ed within  River  or  Mountain.  Nevei^  fear  that  I  will  impair  his  ill 
nights  ,  or  add  the  care  of  one  procefs  to  his  ordinary  watchings  j  if 
he  have  no  other  unquietnefs  but  what  he  is  like  to  have  from  me, 
he  mayfbe  fure  to  enjoy  a  perpetual  calm ,  and  a  perfeft  tranquili- 
ty  7  if  he  be  not  awaked  but  by  the  noife  you  think  I  will  make  him, 
he  may  deep  as  long  as  Epimenides,  who  going  to  bed  a  young  mas 
was  fifty  years  elder  when  he  rofe.  Bcfides,  I  have  too  much  care  of 
my  own  quiet,  to  go  about  to  trouble  his  •,  and  I  love  his  contentment 
too  well,  not  to  procure  it ,  being  to  coft  me  nothing  ,  but  the  dif- 
fembling  his  weaknefs,  And  this  I  entreat  you  Sir,  to  aflure  him  from 
rac.    But  knowing  you  to  be  wife  and  virtuous  in  the  degree  you  are, 

I doub: 


I 


id  a  truth,  ^ 
it,  of  a  So-  y 
id  therefore  I J 
tion ;  but  I 
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Idoubc  nor,  but  ofyour  own  head,  you  will  tell  him,  that  it  becomes 
«ota  man  of  his  gravity,  to  countenance  fuch  petty  things  ^  and  in  a 
point  of  Scholiarftiip  to  ufc  as  much  formality  and  ceicmony,  as  if  ic 
were  the  Nc^otia  ion  of  an  Asnbaffador  5  but  much  morCj  that  ic  is  a 
bale  quality  to  juggle  with  his  friends  >  and  after  having  faid  a  truth, 
which  was  not  for  all  m.  ns  tafte  J  to  make  a  Comment  upon  ii      '    " 

plaftcr.  I  have  read  I'acum  ,  and  the  books  of and 

Ihould  know  the  ftile  oiTjbenm  ?  and  the  Arc  of  Equivocation 
fliould  be  loath  to  fcem  ingenious,  ro  [he  prejudice  of  mine  honour; 
and  to  make  ufe  of  poyfon,  though  I  had  one  lo  fubtil  that  would  kill 
without  leaving  any  mark  to  be  Teen  \  I  have  loved  man  in  affliftion ; 
and  have  made  ufe  of  men  in  mil.  ry  :  Lightning  hath  not  driven  me 
from  places,  which  it  hath  made  frightfulU  I  have  given  teflimony  of 
my  affcdion,noc  onely  where  it  could  not  be  acknowledged, bur  where 
it  was  in  danger  to  be  puniflied.  I  am  not  now  fo  dealt  withall  my  felf  j 
and  yet  if  the  juftice  of  my  caufe  were  not  as  it  is  to  be  regarded  >  me 
thinks  the  violence  of  my  adv^rfarics  oughc  to  procure  me  fome  fa- 
vour ;  doth  not  even  honour  oblige  thofe  that  have  any  feeling  of  it, 
not  to  joyn  with  the  multitude  which  cafls  it  felf  upon  a  fingle  man? 
Oppreffiou  hath  alwayes  been  a  fufflcieni  ground  for  proteftion  j  and 
noble  mindes  never  feek  better  Title  for  defending  the  weakt,than  the 
need  there  is  of  them-,  and  to  take  part  with  a  ftranger ,  it  is  caufe 
enough  that  many  aflault  him,  and  few  airifthim,and  fuch  alfo  I  doubt 
not  is  your  rainde  :  I  am  not  lefs  perfwaded  of  the  generoufnefs  of  your 
minde  j  than  of  the  grcamefs  of  your  fpirir,  and  allure  my  felf  you  are 

lot  the  lefs  on  my  fide,  becaufc  I  have  many  perfecucors,as  becaufe  al- 

1, 1  am  firmly, 

Sir,    Tonr^&c* 

To  MoHnfieur  Huggens,  Secretary  to  my  Lord,the 
Prince  of  Orange. 

Letter    YHL 
Sir, 

I  Complain  no  more  of  fortune,  fhe  hath  done  me  at  leaft  fooic  cour« 
tciic  amongfl  her  many  injuries ,  andifmce  fhe  fufTers  that  you  love 
rack  is  a  fjgn  fhe  hath  fome  care  of  me  amidft  her  perfecutions  i  this 
good  news  I  have  learned  by  a  Letter  of  yours  to  -M.  the  Baron  of  Saint 
Surin^  who  will  bear  me  witnefs,  that  after  I  had  read  it,  I  defircd  no- 
thing more  for  pcrfefting  my  joy,  but  that  \  might  be  fuch  a  one  as  you 
w^ake  me,  and  be  like  my  pifturc.    If  this  be  the  coal  of  HoUmd  with 

which 
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which  you  make  fuch  draughts,  ic  furpalTcth  ail  the  colours  that  wc  ufe 
here  to  paint  withall,  and  yet  the  beauty  cofts  you  nothing*,  bur  you 
fhaJl  hardly  make  mc  believe  it ;  I  know  Gold  and  Azure,  and  can  cafily 
diftinguifli  it  from  coal  *,  I  fee  Sir  the  Ambuflies  you  lay  for  me  i  The 
facility  of  your  ftilc  covers  the  force  of  ir,  but  weakens  it  not,  and  un- 
der a  fliew  of  carclcfnefs,  I  finde  true  Art  and  Ornaments.  It  fcrves 
not  your  turns  to  do  better  in  the  place  where  you  are  than  we  ;  and 
fhutting  us  out  to  hold  pofTefiion  of  the  ancient  and  lolid  virtue  *,  but 
you  go  about  to  take  from  us  all  that  is  any  way  palTable  in  corrupt 
eflates^  I  mean  the  glory  of  language  ',  and  not  fufFer  us  to  have  this 
little  toy  to  comfort  our  felves  withall,  for  the  lofs  of  all  our  truer  trca- 
fures.  After  fifty  years  Vidoricsyou  will  now  be  pcrfwading  a  parley, 
and  will  make  your  felves  matters  of  men  by  a  more  fweet  and  humane 
way  than  the  former ,  as  much  in  effeft  as  to  be  that,  you  have  fome- 
times  been  termed,  the  brothers  of  the  people  oiRome ,  and  Heirs  cf 
the  old  Catoes^  who  made  profeftlon  of  fe verity,  and  yet  were  not  ene- 
mies of  the  graces.  This  is  to  perfume  Iron  and  Copper  ,  and  to  the 
liberty  and  difcipline  of  Sparta  ,  to  add  the  bravery  and  dainties  of 
^thensy  31.  de  Saint  Surin  hath  hereof  made  us  excellent  relations:  and 
you  have  fcnt  him  back  to  us  with  his  heart  wounded,  and  his  minde 
tainted  with  that  he  hath  fcen*,  &  he  wants  not  much  of  being  become 
a  bad  French-man ;  at  leaft  he  reteins  nothing  for  his  Counrrey  but  a 
dutiful!  and  reverent  aflfeftion  y  his  love  your  Ifland  hath  gotten  poJ- 
fefiionof,and  I  am  much  afraid  you  will  finde  more  load-ftones  to 
draw  him  to  you  ,  than  we  fhall  finde  chains  to  hold  him  wi:h  m. 
He  is  full  of  the  objefts  he  hath  left  behinde  him ,  and  when  I  talk  ti> 
him  of  our  Court  and  of  our  confufions  j  he  anfwers  with  telling  me 
of  your  government  and  good  order.  And  here  you  fhall  pardon  vpx 
!if  I  change  my  complement  into  blame ,  and  require  to  be  right- 
ed by  yon  for  debauching  a  friend  ,  who  with  one  look  of  his  coun- 
tenance allayes  and  fweetens  all  the  bittcrncfs  of  my  life.  The  num- 
ber of  my  pcrfccutours  is  in  a  manner  infinite ,  but  for  how  many 
think  you  I  account  fo  brave  a  champion  ?  Take  him  from  me  and 
you  leave  me  quite  difarmed  againft  ill  fortune ;  I  loofe  my  comforr 
for  adverfitic ,  and  my  example  for  virtue.  And  finding  you  the 
principal  Author  of  this  difgrace ,  I  know  not  how  I  fhould.but  har<r. 
you, and  perfcvcre  in  the  rcfolucion  I  have  taken,  to  be  mod  aflFc 
ftionatcly,  , 

Sir ,    TouYf  &c. 


To 


The  Letters  ofMtunJieHr 

To  the  Baron  of  Saint  Surin. 
Letter    IX. 

sir , 

I  Learn  by  the  Gan^tu  that  you  have  received  a  wound  at  MaHrkk  > 
fo  it  be  light  I  forgive  it  you  •,  but  though  it  be  but  a  fcratch  I  love 
you  too  well  not  to  accufe  you  of  too  much  forwardnefs.  They  that 
are  poor  in  reputation  ought  to  prefs  up  ro  the  trenches ;  and  fuch  fer- 
vour is  as  Well  bcfeeming  frefh  Souldicrs  as  young  Fryers  *,  but  for  you, 
you  have  fcen  roo  many  wars  to  be  called  by  the  firft  name,  and  your 
valour  having  been  fhewed  in  the  prefcnce  ot  the  Prince,  and  approved 
by  the  tcHimony  of  the  very  enemy  *,  it  feems  to  me  that  your  part  h 
notfo  much  to  bring  it  forth  as  a  new  matter,  as  to  keep  it  up  as  a 
known  good.  I  would  have  you  make  good  aftions,as  you  ufe  to  do; 
but  I  would  have  you  do  it  now,if  it  might  be  had  with  a  body  charmed 
and  with  inchantcd  Arms ,  that  leaving  behinde  you  all  danger ,  you 
might  have  before  you  norhing  but  glory.  If  God  had  given  us  three 
or  four  lives,  we  might  at  any  time  venture  one,  and  fometimes  in  a 
bravery  let  one  go,  being  alTured  we  have  another  in  ftore  ',  but  to  be 
prodigal  in  poverty,  and  to  becarelcfsof  ones  head  when  no  art  can 
make  him  a  new ',  this  is  a  point  hath  no  apparence  of  reafon.  We 
muft  not  fet  fo  light  by  the  beauties  of  heaven  and  the  Rayes  of  vifible 
things,  nor  turn  our  eyes  from  a  fpe<Saclc  fo  magnificently  erefted  for 
us:  1  offend  perhaps  the  ears  of  your  courage  with  this  difcourfe,  and 
you  are  like  to  fend  my  counfel  away  as  it  came  j  yet  take  not  diflafte- 
fully  an  officious  injury  and  think  it  notftrange  that  I  acquaint  you 
with  my  fears  ,  feeing  a  goddefs  was  not  afhamed  to  attire  her  Son  in 
Womar^s  habit  to  prefcrve  him;  it  would  grieve  me  exceedingly  to 
fee  you  come  halting  home,  or  with  but  one  eye,  and  to  bring  fuch  un- 
toward favours  from  the  Wars  •  I  will  not  be  bound  to  flatter  your 
griefwirh  that  word  of  3  Lacedemonian  mother ,  Courage  my  Son\  you 
cannot  now  tai^e  aftep  thit  puts  you  not  in  mindc  of  your  virtue,  and  lefs 
with  that  example  in  the  Hiflories  of  Saluft,  he  made  oftentation  of  a 
face  remarkable  onely  for  fkars,andfor  having  but  one  eye,  wherein 
he  took  a  pIeafure,though  it  made  him  deformed  ,  and  cared  not  for 
lofing  one  part  of  himfelt,  which  made  all  the  reft  the  fuller  of  ho- 
nour- Sparc  me  i  bcfeech  you  this  kinde  of  confolation,  which  I 
fhould  give  you,  if  youfufFcr  the  like  loflfes ;  and  be  not  fo  hoc  in  feck- 
ing  after  a  fair  deatb,which  can  gain  you  nothing  but  a  fair  Epitaph. 
Give  me  belief  onely  this  once,  and  after  this  I  will  leave  you  to  your 
crtvn  belief,  and  commend  you  to  your  good  Angel.  You  fliall  have 
leave  to  difpofe  of  your  time  feme  oiherwifc  than  thus  \  but  remember 

char 
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that  Melons  arc  pad ,  and  make  not ftand  waiting  too  long  for 

you :  Our  Rivers  never  ran  more  clear ,  nor  our  Meddows  were  ever 
more  green.  I  make  ufc  Sir  of  all  things,  both  reafonablc  and  infenfi- 
blc  to  pcrfwjdc  your  return.  In  the  name  of  God  come  and  draw  me 
out  of  the  unquictncfs  you  have  put  me  in  >  I  have  fomeihing,  I  know 
not  what,  lies  heavy  at  my  heart,  and  nothing  willlightcn  it  but  your 
company ;  That  which  a  fupcrftitious  man  would  do  for  a  drcam^,  or 
for  fome  idle  prcfage,  do  you  I  pray  you  for  a  friend :  who  carries  you 
alwayes  in  his  minde,  and  who  is  more  than  any  in  the  World, 

Sir ,    ro«y,  &c. 


To  my  Lord  the  Cardinal  de  la  Valctte. 

L  E  T  T  E  E      X. 

SI  R,  the  Letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  unto  mic ,  the  thir- 
teenth of  the  laft  Moneth  came  not  to  my  hands  till  the  beginning 
of  this,  otherwifc  I  had  fooncr  given  teftimony  how  dear  rhcfe  laft 
marks  of  your  rcmembring  me  are  unto  me ,  and  how  much  I  receive 
of  fccrct  glorie  ,  feeing  all  other  is  denied  me  ,  in  that  1  have  done 
any  thing  which  feems  not  altogether  unpleaiing  to  you.     I ^  is  no 
fmall  matter  to  entertain  eyes  thar  ufe  not  to  ftay  upon  vulgar  Ohjtt^s ; 
and  to  miniftcr  plcafure  roamindc,which  hath  nothing  in  it  bur  lav*'- 
full  paflTions  *,  and  indeed  Sir,  the  height  of  my  ambition  is  bounded 
there. ,  If  I  had  no  other  payment  for  all  my  travail ,  but  onely  your 
good  opinion  of  it ,  I  fhould  not  complain  for  being  ill  paid  9  and 
your  goodnefs  hath  made  me  full  t ecompence  for  all  the  wrongs  I  have 
received.    The  number  of  my  enemies  is  great ,  I  fee  it  well  j  the 
time  doth  not  favour  me,  Iconfcfsit;  but  having  your  favour  Sir, 
what  can  I  fear  under  fo  powerfull  a  proteftion  ?  Seeing  thofe  to  whom 
God  hath  given  clearer  eyes  than  to  other  men, and  a  more  foveraign 
reafon  ,  as  well  as  a  more  foveraign  dignity,  have  no  ill  opinion  of 
my  opinions ,  what  need  I  care  for  the  cenfure  of  the  bafe  World  ?  and 
how  can  I  but  hope  that  the  truth  afliftcd  by  a  few  fages,  will  be  alwayes 
able  to  withftand  a  multitude  of  Sophiftcrs  ?  I  now  fend  you  Sir  my 
anfwcrtofuchoftheirObjeftions,  that  feem  worth  the  refuting ,  and 
which  have  but  any  fpark  of  apparance  to  daxle  the  eyes  of  iimple  peo- 
ple y  the  reft  are  fo  ridiculous  that  I  dare  not  oppugne  them,for  fear  yoo 
fliould  think  I  haddevifed  them  my  felf  to  make  matter  for  difcourfe*,  or 
that  I  coaped  with  them  about  points  where  I  were  fure  they  could  do 
me  no  hurt.  And  yet  why  fliould  I  diffemble  my  ill  hap?  Thofe  ridicu- 
lous Objedions  finde  abettonrs  &uphoulderS9  although  I  have  juftice 
on  my  (ide,yct  am  I  fued  ftilK  and  pcrfecutcd  by  men  I  neyer  oflfendedi/ 
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and  that  when  I  give  ovtt  the  field  and  inrrcat  for  my  life,  fee  the  deal- 
ings of  ctuclmindcs  toward*  thofe  that  are  good :  They  have  no  force, 
but  b^caufe  I  make  no  refinance ',  they  magnific  themfclves  in  the 
wrong  of  their  advanragfe  •,  they  have  not  rakcn  it  *,  it  is  my  fclf  have 
given  it.  Their  firft  fDCccffcSjWhfch  my  ruffcrancc  hath  incouragedj 
have  been  new  bonds  for  the  continuance  j  and  becanfc  I  have  ufcd  no 
words  againft  their  blows,  thty  think  I- judge  my  felf  worthy  to  en- 
dure them  *,  yet  all  this  fhall  not  make  me  (ihsngc  my  refolurion  ,  and  I 
ambenttoflay  within  the  bounds  into  which  I  have  voluntarily  put 
my  felf.  Although  I  am  neighbour  to  a  Marfhals  Court,  yet  I  chufe  ra- 
ther a  difgracefullquietncfs  than  to  entertain  the  beft  quarrel  in  the 
World.  I  have  got  as:ic  were  a  habit  pf^carclefnefSj  I  dare  not  fay  of 
patience,  leaft  I  might  be  acciafed  to  praifc  rhy  Telf  for  a  virtue.  It  may 
happen  that  their  perfccotionfliall  not  continue  fo  long  as  my  innoccn- 
cy,  and  that  I  may  fee  an  end  oV  that,whSh  would  be  my  end.  It  may 
be  a  calmer  fcafon  will  follow  after  this,  and  perhaps  the  tempeft,  that 
threatens  my  head,will  fall  but  at  my  feet.  However  the  World  go,  I 
will  alwayes  comfort  my  feJf  with  the  Letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  unto  me.  I  will  put  your  good  will  in  baiiance  againfl  all  mens 
malice,  and  againft  all  the  injuries  of  Fortunes  I  will  account  my  felf 
not  altogether  unhappy  as  long  as  I  /haU  have  place  in  your  remmbY'mg 
w^,  and  that  you  will  believe  I  am 


riii;rj  riia;  Sir,    Tww,  c^f . 
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Sir, 

I  Never  durfl  adventure  to  be  fuirer  to  you  in  behalf  of  others ,  and 
finding  my  felf  unworthy  of  your  favour,  I  have  never  ofFtred  to 
counterfait  a  FavoritCv  But  though  I  did-  fland  lo  far  in  your  grace  as 
to  do  good  offices  for  any,  and  that  you  altowed  me  the  liberty  which  I 
dire  not  take  of  my  felf  >  yet  I  fhould  do  very  untowardly  to  begin  with 
afuitinbehalfofMounfieur  Conrades yZtiA  to  ftep  before  you  in  your 
own  inclinations.  I  know  youf  love  to  him,  is  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
you  ever  had,  and  he  therefore  one  of  thefirft  fervants  you  ever  enter- 
tained :  The  choife  of  io  judicious  an  infancie  as  yours,  hath'not,!  dare 
fay,bcen  rafhly  made ',  and  I  difcover  dayly  by  the  opening  of  his  heart 
and  thoughts  unto  me,  the  reafons  you  had  to  love  him  at  firft  i  I  come 
not  therefore  as  his  Solicitdur,but  ashis  barewitnefs;  and  allure  yea 
Biofl  undoubtedly,  that  I  know  not  a  man  livlog  more  religious  towards 

the 
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the  menfiory  of  his  maftcrs»  mere  firm  in  performance  of  his  duty,irK)re 
iervenc  in  bis  pafljons  >.  noi:  more  pafl]ona\:ely  afFedcd  to  your  feivice 
shan  himfelf.  N(;w  chat  he  hath  loft  M.  the  Maifhal  Scomberg^by.  whofe 
commandiiwrjc  I  came  exprefly  (lomBoydeauxy  to  offer  him  on  his  part 
ull  the  eonccritjiicnt  he  could  wifh  }  he  thinks  he  hathirighc  after  him  to 
place  his  hope  in  you,  and  that  you  will  do  him  rjhe  honour  to  uphold 
With  yoac  pi  occction  the  sfFairs  he  hath  at  Court.  I  concur  with  him  in 
thiScDpinioK';  and* kric wing  that  in  this  fo  general  a  corruption  of  the 
world,  this  age  of  ours  owes. unco  you  the  lafte.  examples  we  .fee  of 
goodnefs,  and  that  without  you  neither  the  deed  fhould  any  more  findc 
piety,  nor  the  miferable  consolation  j  I  have  conceived  you  wUl  not  take 
it  ill  that  I  confirm  him  in.this-bclicf ,  and  thtcl  take  thiscccafion  to 
fay  thai:  unto  yots^wbich  in  the  fuddennels  of  my  dcparturc>  I  had  no': 
rime  to  fay  •,  that  I  am  ptrfeftly  and  ever  / 

At  Angoulcfme  2^.  Nov.1652.  Sir;  Your^&c. 
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Letter  ;,  X Tt- 

'^^'Oa  are  a  better  luaatto  you  would  have  me  believe  you  are. 
X  Yorir  words  of  fire  and  bloud  agree  ill  widi  the  fwcetncfs  of  y out 
fpir  ic  5  and  having  received  from  you  a  Letter  of  challenge  ,  I  expeft 
from  you  another  of  friend/hip.  You  may  mali^  your  profit  of  the  good 
examples  you  hive  fecn  on  ichac  fide  the  Mountains,  but  follow  npi  the 
■Italian  examples  of  being  captious  and  retaining  of  fpleen,  as  if  it  were 
a  Jewel.  It  is  notfit  the  holy  week  fljould  pafs  upon  your  choller  with- 
out abating  it.  It  would  nprt  be  an  aft  of  courage,  but  a  hardnefs  of 
heart,  and  the  btfl  extremities  partake  fo  much  of  vice,  that  even  fu- 
pream  right  is  no  better  than  fupream, wrong.  Play  not  therefore  the 
Tyrant  towards  your  friend,  but  flay  your  felf  within  the  bounds  of  or- 
dinary jiiflice.  The  limits  that  part  jufiice  fiom  wrong  are  not  fo  well 
markedour,  but  ?hat  one  paiTeththem  often  before  he  is  aware  ^  and 
it  is  neither  a  lawfull  grearnefs  to  make  our  felves  terrible  to  thofe  that 
love  us,  nor  an  honeft  refiftance  to  ffand  obdurate  to  the  prayers  of  men 
in  mifcry.  But  perhaps  I  offer  remedies  to  one  in  better  ftate  than  my 
felf  j  perhaps  I  am  aflfraid  of  an  artificial  choUcrj&^m  frighted  with  that 
which  is  but  a  Vizard.  It  may  be  you-have  a  defircto  know  in  what  de- 
gree I  loveyou^  and  that  your  hard  dealing  withme  is  but  to  try  me  ; 
fuch  experiments  would  prove  dangerous  taany  other  man  betides 
your  felf ,  but  you  may  make  them  fafcly,for  Imakeyoupromife  that 
my  patience  fhall  be  more,  infcnfible  than  your  fence  is  tender.  But  yet 

M  2  ifiwfc 
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mufe  a  little  upon  the  honour  of  our  friendfhip^and  upon  the  opinion  of 
the  world.  I  did  make  confeffion  to  you  of  my  faults ^and  I  am  told  you  [ 
publish  briefs  of  your  diflikc*,!  have  told  you  confidently  that  I  fuffer  in  [ 
it,  and  bccaufc  I  did  not  tell  it  with  a  good  grace,you  arc  offended  with 
the  incivility  of  privacie.  Me  thinks  you  fliould  not  exaft  from  a  plain 
Countrcy  man  fo  punftual  a  difcretionv  by  living  amongft  clowns  I  have 
forgotten  all  the  good  manners  I  learn'd  with  you: the  wild  man  you  had 
civilized  is  returned  back  to  his  natural  condition.  I  do  not  any  longer 
walk  in  the  Woods,  I  wander  there  \  and  had  it  not  been  to  fee  my  Lord 
Mayors  fhcw,  I  had  not  been  feen  in  the  Cicie-,although  to  fay  the  truth, 
fo  obftinate  a  retyring  might  juftly  enough  have  been  cenfured  as  akind 
of  rebellion*,  &  as  the  ftudy  of  wifedom  takes  from  me  all  admiration  of 
vain  pomp  jfo  yet  it  leaves  me  the  reverence  of  lawfuU  authority.  And  to 
this  purpofe  (tbat  I  may  change  the  tenour  of  my  difcourfej  I  muft  tell 
you  that  I  am  very  well  pleafed  with  my  Voyage,  and  do  not  repent  me 
to  have  performed  a  fmall  complement,which  hath  difcovercd  unto  me 
an  eminent  virtue.  I  have  ftudied  M.^£?  ^rajfac  now  eight  days  together, 
I  have  obferved  him  in  publick  &  in  private? I  have  feen  him  handle  dif- 
ferent fubjcftsjwith  fo  equal  force ,  that  I  am  even  afhamed,that  having 
fo  perfeft  knowledge  of  his  own  Art ,  yet  he  knows  mine  much  better 
than  my  felf.  He  is  none  of  thefe  limited  wits  that  count  themfelves  full, 
if  they  have  but  three  words  of  Latine,  &  have  but  read  one  of  Plutarks 
lives:  Take  them  out  of  certain  common  places,within  which  they  en- 
trench themfelves,and  draw  all  difcourfe  thither,  every  where  elfe  they 
are  utterly  difarmcd  and  without  defence,  but  his  knowledge  is  fo  uni- 
verfal,&  comprehends  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  things,that  one  cannot 
touch  upon  any  point  where  he  is  not  ready  for  you  ?  and  to  draw  him 
dry,  I  do  not  think  there  are  queftions  enow  in  the  World  to  put  unto 
him.  In  one  day  I  have  heard  him  difcourfe  with  Gentlemen  about 
hunting  and  hufbandry,  with  Jcfuites  about  Divinity,and  the  Mathema- 
ticks;with  Doftors  of  lefs  auftere  profeflfion  about  Rhetorick  &  Poetry, 
without  ever  borrowing  a  forraign  term,  where  the  natural  were  the  fit- 
tcr^and  without  ever  flying  to  authority  where  thc'.cafe  in  queflion  were 
to  be  decided  by  reafon.  To  anfwcr  a  premeditated  oration  from  point 
to  point  upon  the  fuddain,  &  to  fend  back  our  oratours  more  perfwadcd 
by  his  eloquence  than  fatisftcd  with  their  own,  this  I  have  feen  him  of- 
tentimes do,  and  no  man  ever  came  to  vifit  him,  whofe  heart  he  did  not 
win  with  his  words,or  at  leaft  left  in  it  fuch  an  impreflion  as  is  wont  to 
be  the  firft  elementing  8c  foundation  of  love.  No  liberty  can  be  fo  fweet 
as  fo  reafonable  a  fubjcftion  -,  fuch  a  yoak  is  more  to  be  valued  than  the 
Mayor  oiKochelsHiUhtxAi  h  and  when  one  is  once  aflfured  of  the  fuffici- 
cncy  of  his  guide,  it  is  afterwards  but  a  plcafure  to  be  led.  In  lefs  than 
one  week  he  hath  new  made  all  fpirits  herc;hath  fortified  the  weak,hath 
cleared  the  fcrupulous,  and  hath  given  to  all  the  world  a  good  opinion  of 
the  prcfcnr,and  a  better  hope  of  the  time  to  come.  I  v«w  unto  you  I  nc- 
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Ivcr  kw  a  man  that  had  a  morcplcafing  way  of  commanding  ,  nor  better 
i  knew  how  to  temper  force  &  perfwafion  together.  I  have  indeed  known 
]  fome  not  unfit  to  command,  but  rather  in  a  Galley  than  in  a  Citie ,  fuch 
i  might  ferve  for  excellent  Galley  Officers,  but  arc  never  good  to  make. 
Governoursj  they  underftand  not  the  Art  of  governing  Freemen  *,  there 
arc  even  fome  hearts  of  fo  generous  a  difpofition,  that  thefe  men  would 
be  too  rude  to  carry  a  hard  hand  over  them;  they  would  curb  them  with 
a  Bridle  and  a  CavaflTon  j  whom  they  might  lead  in  a  garter.  They  think 
that  power  cannot  fubfift  but  by  feverity ,  and  that  it  grows  weak  and 
fcornedjif  it  be  not  frightfull  and  injurious.  This  method  and  manner  of 
governing  is  not  like  to  come  from  the  fchool  and  difcipline  of  M-  the 
Cardinal,  from  whom  nothing  is  ever  fcen  to  come  that  relifheth  not  of 
the  mildnefs  of  hiscountcnance,and  receiveth  not  fome  impreflion  from 
the  clearnefs  of  his  eyes.  All  that  have  the  honour  to  come  near  about 
hira  are  known  by  this  Charafter,&  wear  all  the  fame  livery ,thoogh  they 
be  of  different  deferving.  There  is  not  fofullen  anhumorlft  tliarisnot 
mollified  by  his  prefence ,  nor  fo  dull  an  underftanding  that  he  nnakes 
not  pregnant  with  a  word  of  his  mouth, this  you  know,  &  1  amnocigno- 
rantof;  he  makes  pcwerfullufe  of  weak  inftruments,  an-i  his  infpirati- 
ons  lift  up  fpirits  to  fuch  a  height  as  their  own  nature  could  never  car- 
ry them.  He  needs  in  a  man  but  a  fmall  feed  of  reafon  to  draw  from  him 
exceeding  effeds  of  prudence, and  heinftruds  foeffeftuaily  the  grolTeft 
fpirits*,that  what  they  want  in  themfeheSjthey  get  by  his  inftruftions. 
Thefe  are  works  which  none  can  do  but  hejmaterials  which  none  but  he 
can  put  in  framejyet  I  think'l  may  fay  without  offence, that  this  is  more 
of  his  choife  than  of  his  making.  To  fpirits  that  languifhed  for  want  of 
room  to  ftir  themfclves  in,  he  hath  given  fcope  and  imployment,  and 
where  he  hath  found  a  virtue  negle^ed,to  make  it  as  bright  as  it  was  fo- 
li'd ',  he  hath  not  forborn  to  crown  it  with  his  friendfhjp.  There  is  not  a 
mouth  [in  all  this  Province  that  blertith  not  his  Eleftion^and  every  man 
believes  to  have  received  from  him  that  power^  which  he  hath  proceed 
to  him, who  will  not  ufe  it  but  for  our  good.  Amongft  the  fhowts  of  exul- 
tation which  wait[upon  him  in  all  pla:es  where  he  goes^  the  joy  of  the 
peoplejis  not  fo  fixed  upon  prefcnt  objeds,but  that  it  mounts  to  a  higher 
caufe,and  gives  thanks  to  the  firfl  moover  of  the  good  influences,  which 
the  lower  heavens  pour  down  upon  us.  And  in  effcft  if  Cefar  thought 
he  took  a  fufficient  revenge  of  the  Afrkam^for  their  taking  part  with  the 
enemy,  by  placing  Salu(i  to  be  their  Governour  ',  who  did  them  more 
hurt  by  his  private  family,  than  a  Conqueror  would  have  done  wirh  all 
his  Army  *,  by  the  contrary  reafon  we  may  gather  that  the  rrue  Father 
of  his  Countrey  hath  had  a  fpccial  care  of  us  in  advancing  M.  de  B  nfTac 
to  the  government  of  this  Province,and  meant  herein  to  honcu--  the  me- 
mory of  his  abode  there  ,  and  to  make  happy  that  land,  where  perhaps 
the  firfl  conceived  thofc  great  defigns,  which  he  hath  fince  cffefted. 

M  5  Ifhould 
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\  fhould  not  have  fpoken  fo  much  in  this  point  if  I  did  not  kfiow, that 
you  miflikc  not  in  me  thefe  kindcs  of  excefs  j  and  if  it  were,  nor  the 
vice  of  Lovers  at  the  firft  co  fp*:ak  of  theobjeft  of  theif  love  wi^thouc 
alllimirs.  Befides,  I  have  been  willing  to  make  you  forget  the  ber 
ginning  of  my  Letter  by  the  length  of  the  middle',  and  by  a  more  plea- 
fmg  fecond  difcourfe,  to  take  from  you  the  ill  tafte  I  had  given  you  by 
the  firlt.  And  fo  aduc  Mouniieur  cholcr^  never  fear  thsc  I  will  provoke 
you  again  j  it  was  my  evil  Angel  that  caft  this  temptation  upon  me  to 

make  me  unhappy  j  1  might  have  been  wife  by  the  example  of - 

whom  you  handled  fo  hardly  in  prcfencc  of I  (hall  be  better  ad- 

vifed  hereafter :  and  will  never  be 

From  Balyic  1 6,  Sir  y  But  joiir,&i, 

of  April  16$^. 


To  MoHfifteur  de  Soubran. 

Letter    XIII. 

Sir,  .  ;C'.,     . '' 

IF  you  take  mi  for  a  man  hungry  of  News,  you  do  not  know  me  5  and 
if  I  have  afked  you  for  any,  it  is  becaufe  I  had  none  to  tell  you  ,  and 
becaufe  I  muft  have  fomething  to  fay  \  I  have  done  it  againft  ths  flream 
of  my  rcfolution  quite ,  which  is  to  quit  the  World  both  in  body  and 
minde:  butcuftom  is  a  thing  we  often  fall  into  by  Hying  it',  and  we 
fwear  fometirnes  that  we  will  not  fwear ,  Idefire  fo  li:tle  to  learn  that  I 
know  not,  that  I  would  be  glad  to  forget  that  i  know  j  and  to  be  like 
ihofegood  Hcrmites,  who  enquired  how  Cities  were  made,  and  what, 
kinde  of  thing  a  l^ing^  or  a  Common-wealth  was ',  I  anii  well  alTurcd  that 
P^rw  will  not  be  removed  out  of  its  place ',  that  T^chell  wiUnct  be  fur- 
prized  again  by  Guitou  %  that  petty  Princes  will  not  devefl  great  Kings ; 
that  favour  will  never  want  Pancgyricks  and  Sonnets ',  that  ihe.Court 
will  never  be  without  Sharks  and  Cheaters ;  that  virtue  will  ever  be  the 
mod  beautiful! j&  the  moft  unprofitable  thing  in  the  World.  And  what 
can  ycu  write  in  the  general  of  affairs,  that  hath  not  relation  to  one  of 
thefe  points  ?  And  for  my  own  particular,  what  can  I  hear,  but  that  ei- 
ther fome  book  is  writtenagainft  me,  or  that  my  Pcnfion  is  like  to  be  ill 
paid,  or  that  I  fhall  not  be  made  an  Abbot,  unlefs  I  be  my  felf  the 
Founder  of  the  Abby :  fuch  news  would  be  terrible  to  a  man  more  in- 
tcrreflfed  than  my  felf,  but  tome,  they  are  in  a  manner  indifFercnr,  an4 
trouble  me  no  more  ,  than  if  you  Hiould  tell  me  it  will  be  foul  weather 
all  this  Moon,  or  that  the  water  is  grown  (hallow  in  our  RiverjOr  that  a 
Tree  in  my  Wood  hath  been  overturned  withTempeft.    I  have  had 

here- 
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heretofore  fome  pretentions  to  Church  preftrments,  but  now  they  are 
all  reduced  to  this  one  prcierncient  pf  being  a  good  Chriftian  •,  and  fo 
long  as  they  caft  not  upon  BaLr^^  tKe  term  of  an  Apoftata  for  the  reft, 
I  am  well  content  with  my  prefent  condition  *,  and  certainly  defiresfo  ' 
moderate,  cannot  chufebutbe  fucccsfull,  and  I  will  never  believe  that 
ill  fortune  any  more  than  good  will  fctk  after  me  fo  far  as  this ;  or  that 
it  is  poffible  for  him  to  fall  that  ftands  fo  low  j  yet  if  any  Devil,  enemy 
of  my  advancemeorfhould  envy  my  retiring  ^  and  if  any  promoter 

fhould  lay  to  my  charge,  thar  to  get  out  off I  would  corrupt » 

1  make  my  fclf  rhis  promife  Sir,  that  you  will  fta»d  ftrongly  in  defence 
of  your  Vimocent  friend,  and  that  infojufta  proteftionyou  will  cm- 
bark  alfo  that  eicccUent  perfonage,  of  whom  you  fpeak  in  your  Letter. 
I  am,  as  yon  kno  v,  unhappy  enough  not  to  know  her,  but  feeing  the 
honcft  men  o{  Greece  have  ufed  to  adore  upon  adventure,  and  built  Al- 
tars to  unknown  Deities,  it  may  a:  well  be  lawfull  for  mc  to  ufe  devo- 
tion to  fhis  Saint  upon  the  credit  of  the  people  of /^o«?f,  who  have  now 
thcfe  three  years  looked  upon  her,  as  upon  one  of  the  true  Originals, 
whereof  they  revere  the  Sratues  >  they  all  agree  in  this,  thai  fince  the 
Voiciaes  and  the  Cornciiacs  there  never  was  any  thing  leen  comparable 
to  this  •,  and  that  thofe  divine  women ,  which  were  the  domeftical  Se- 
nate of  their  hufbands,  and  the  rivals  of  their  virtue,  have  no  other  ad- 
vantage over  this  French  Lady ,  but  that  they  died  in  an  age  of  funeral 
Ocations.  You  fend  me  word  chat  you  finde  her  in  the  fame  eftate  you 
left  her,  and  that  (he  is  now  as  frefhand  amiable  as  ever  fhe  was ,  and  I 
eafily  believe  it '-,  this  long  continued  flate  of  youth  is  no  doubt  the  re* 
compence  of  her  extraordinary  virtue :  the  calm  within  fweetcns  and 
clears  the  Air  without  j  and  from  the  obedient  paflTions  of  her  minde, 
there  rifcth  neither  winde  nor  cloud  to  tainc  the  purenefs  of  her  com- 
plexion. As  there  are  certain  temperate  Climatc5,which  bring  forth  Ro- 
I  fes  all  the  year  long  5  and  where  it  is  counted  for  a  wonder ,  that  fuch  « 
day  it  was  cold  ,  or  fnowed :  fo  are  there  like  wife  certain  faces  privi- 
ledged,prefervedto  the  end  of  old  age,  in  the  happy  eftate  of  their 
infancy  ,  and  never  lofe  the  firft  blolToming  of  theii'  beauty.     But  it 
is  not  for  a  man  buried  in  the  darknefs  of  a  Defart ,  to  talk  of  the 
moft  illuftrious  mactcr  that  is  in  the  World  :  it  befits  me  rather  to 
read  that  over  again  which  you  have  written,  than  to  add  any  thing  to 
it,  and  for  fear  leaft  any  word  fhould  fcape  from  me  that  is  not  Courtly, 
and  which  may  marre  all  I  have  faid  already,  without  further  difcourfc, 
I  alTufe  you  that  I  am 
From  B^^^c,  the  8,  Sir>  rmr,^c. 

oiAtigufi  163?. 

I  M  4  T* 
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To  Mounjieur  de  la  Nauuc,  CounfelleHv  to  the  King  in 
his  gredt  Chamber. 

Le  TTER    XIV. 
Sir, 

I  Take  great  joy  to  hear  you  harkcn  after  me,  and  that  you  need  no 
remembrancer  to  put  you  in  mindc  to  be  mindefull  of  nae.  This 
thought  of  yours  is  fo  much  the  more  dear  unto  me,  bccaufc  ic  comes 
from  a  heart  that  hath  none  vain  or  cafual  ,but  makes  choife  of  the  Ob- 
Feas  ic  behoIds,and  of  the  Images  ic  receives:  to  be  thought  of  by  you, 
IS  to  be  worthy  of  being  rhought  of.  This  ought  to  be  the  ambition  of 
men  that  are  worth  ought;  and  a  virtue  that  is  not  approved  of  you, 
inews  there  is  fomething  in  that  is  defcftive.  If  then  I  have  this  mark,  I 
have  the  feal  and  confirmation  of  the  true  good  :  I  have  both  the  good 
forruncsj  rhac  of  virtue ,  and  that  of  your  favour  j  and  herein  at  leaft  I 
nave  fomc  refrmblance  of  an  honeft  man.  There  are  fome  whom  blindc 
chance  hath  lifted  up  above  you,  of  whom  I  cannot  fpeak  in  this  man- 
ner :  one  may  fet  their  blame  and  their  praife  in  equal  degree  of  indif- 
ierency,and  there  is  no  Obligation  to  follow  them  in  their  opinions,  but 
when  they  get  it  by  conftraint,  or  elfe  by  purchafe.  All  their  greatnefs 
IS  in  their  Titles ;  there  fcarce  appears  upon  them  one  little  beam  of  ic 
in  dayes  of  Ceremony ;  and  if  they  will  have  us  to  refpeft  them  ,  they 
i  mult  be  fain  to  fend  a  Herauld  to  put  us  in  roinde.  For  you  Sir,  it  is  not 
onely  upon  the  Bench  that  the  World  reveres  you,  but  your  authority 
follows  you  wherefoever  you  are  j  flie  accompanies  you  even  in  your 
ord  inary  converfation :  you  cannot  fo  difguife  your  felf ,  but  that  I  fhall 
alwayes  cake  you  for  my  Judge  *,  and  this  gravity  of  your  countenance, 
which  changes  every  word  you  fpeak  into  a  Decree,and  gives  a  dignity 
to  your  very  filence,  may  ferve  to  verifte  that  Paradox  of  the  Stmiiesy 
That  a  wife  man  can  never  be  a  private  perfon  *,  and  that  Nature  her 
1  felf  makes  him  a  Magiflrate.  Mounfieur  Coeffeteat  and  my  felf,  have  of- 
1  ten  had  long  difcourfcs  about  this  point,  and  ic  is  not  as  we  would  have 
ir,  and  as  we  wifh,  that  a  man  fhould  be  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs, 
whofc  merit  we  fee  afcended  to  the  top  *,  but  this  is  the  deftiny  of  the 
bcft  rhings^either  they  are  wholly  negleftcd,or  at  moft  but  half  known: 
and  I  have  feen  in  the  fame  place  a  Munkey  fet  upon  the  top  of  a  Tira- 
mis^  and  a  Mafl/!r  piece  of  Thydias  fuffered  to  ftand  upon  a  very  mean 
Bafe  9  but  the  fatisfaftion  of  your  confcience,  and  the  teftimony  of  your 
good  report  ought  to  be  your  comfort  for  all  fuch  events.  There  arc 
slluftrious  lives  of  divers  fafhionsi  but  thofe  like  yours ,  which  caft  a 
^vi^eet  and  pleaiing  light,pleafe  me  much  better  than  thofe  that  thunder 

and 
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and  lighten.  It  is  not  the  noife  snd  the  flafhcs  that  make  the  ftir  dayes» 
it  is  a  calm  and  clear  air  *,  and  a  life  led  in  tranquility  and  judgement, 
which  is  the  work  of  reafon  i  is  preferrable  before  one  half  of  the  great 
fuccefs,  the  World  admires,  which  are  but  the  extravagancies  of  for- 
tune. See  here  the  decree  of  a  Countrey  Philofophcr ,  and  matter  of 
meditation  for  one  of  your  walks  at  Tfy.  To  tell  you  true,I  have  a  great 
longing  to  come  upon  you  one  day  on  the  rudden,and  to  furprize  you  in 
fome  of  your  conferences ',  but  it  fhall  be  then  with  a  purpofe  to  return 
as  foon  as  I  have  feen  you,  without  fo  much  as  feeing  ?ans',to  make  you 
thereby  fee,  I  can  with  more  eafe,  go  a  hundred  miles  for  a  man  I  love, 
than  four  paces  for  the  miracle  of  the  World.  Such  a  bravery  would  be 
an  affront,  and  fubjeft  to  interpretation  I  fuppofci  yet  I  am  alTured  that 
thofe,  who  are  not  difeafed  with  opinion  ,  and  infefted  with  cuflom, 
would  make  no  ill  cenfure  of  it,  and  it  little  concerns  me,  that  the  com- 
mon people  condemn  me  j  if  you,  and  thofe  other  good  men  do  juflifie 
me,  and  believe  that  I  am 
At  Baic^ac,  1$,  fa-  Sir ,  TouVy  &c. 

nuary  1612, 

To  Mounfieur  Chzpkin, 
Letter  XV. 

sir  9  .      ,    rj 

EXpcft  not  from  me  a  regular  anfwer  to  your  Letters  i  for  be  fides 
that  I  yield  an  abfolute  aflcnt  to  all  they  contain,  and  that  in  treat- 
ing with  you  ,  1  defire  rather  to  believe  than  difpute ,  and  f  be  found 
faichfuU  rather  than  reafonable,  I  fhould  do  wrong  to  the  acknowledge- 
ment I  owe  unto  you ,  to  make  you  fee  it ,  in  the  penfivenefs  I  am  now 
in,and  to  dlfliflre  fo  pure  a  matter  with  the  impreffion  of  fo  black  a  va- 
pour. I  therefore  referve  it  for  fairer  dayes :  when  my  minde  fliall  enjoy 
itsformcr  ferenity  i  and  that  I  fhall  poittfs  it  without  diflradion.  At 
that  time  I  continue  my  ill  occupation,  and  after  I  have  made  a  P^^"^» 
it  comes  in  my  fancle  to  make  a  friend  :  you  I  alTure  you ,  mufl  be  th« 
man  I  fhall  fct  before  mine  eyes ;  and  fhall  not  feek  a  nwre  illoflrious 
Original^nor  a  more  remote:  ycc  it  grieves  me  Sir,  that  you  fhould  love 
with  fo  little  fuccefs :  it  is  not  reafonable  you  fhould  weary  your  felf  in  « 
foyi  that  will  bear  nothing  ,  and  that  you  fhould  take  pleafurc  to  im- 
ploy  your  hulbandry  in  tilling  of  ftones  and  thorns ;  you  can  never 
dive  to  the  bottom  of  my  ill  fortune  i  you  are,  I  deny  not,  a  powcrnul 
agent ,  but  it  muft  be  upon  an  apt  fubjeft  >  your  induflry  is  great ,  bat 
Art  correfts  not  deftiny  j  and  I  am  afhamed  to  fee ,  that  all  hu- 
■jane  wifdom  fhould  be  unprofttablcly  imployed  in  governing  of  me, 

when 
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<vhcn  whole  conamon-weakhs  are  governed  fometimes  wich  lefs  adoc. 

A  whole  Fleet  would  not  put  you  to  fo  much  labour  as  doth  one  poor 

Barki  ind  to  fuccour  one  particular  perfon,  you  muft  enter  combare 

againil  Heaven  and  Earth.     It  is  better  Sir ,  that  this  perpetual  Objeft 

'     of  fcandal  be  removed  by  my  abfence  j  and  that  I  leave  peace  to  my 

.    friends  by  leaving  the  field  lo  my  adverfdries.  This  refolution  is  nocfo 

unieauly  as  lomc  would  point  it  out  unto  me,  change  onely  the  terms ; 

and  that  which  they  call  cowarriiy  and  running  3way,is  bur  to  be  better 

advilcd  and  to  yield  to  the  time-    I  have  read  a  word  in  a  Lecrer,which 

C'lceyQ  writ  to  Brutus ^thu  confirrDS  me  much  in  :his  opiuion  i  Ton  with' 

h-  drerp  yoitr  ft  :f,  faith  h'lmtofa  coniiHcd  CuiCf  you  gave  place  to  J^arletsy 

^'   for  you  Sioiekti  fay y  i  hat  a.  wife  man  n^var  runs  away,     Cato  himfelf, 

\  who  would  rather  die,  than  live  to  fee  a  Tyranny  •,  was  he  not  refolved 

;  to  go  volunrariiy  inro  bauifhmenc  for  ^voiding  a  more  fupporrable  evil? 

'  And  rhinkyou,  thai  he  had  more  rcafon  to  love  his  liberty,  than  I  to 

j  love  my  quiet?  Or  chat  his  grief  was  more  juft  than  mine?  As  all  rc- 

lillenccsare  not  honeft,  fonciiher  src  all  flights fhamefull',  and  as  there 

^re  feme  naughty  joyes,  fo  there  arc  Tome  reafonable  griefs ;  and  you 

til  lee  in  the  Parap'nrafe  of  our  friend,  that  for  a  difgrace  which  Saint 

-nul  received  at  Ephefm^  his  heart  failed  him,  and  he  grew  weary  of  his 

•  fe.  The  authority  of  fo  great  an  cxample>bindes  you  to  pardon  in 

..  ,  tlie  weakneffes  you  charge  me  with  :  For  my  fe'f,  me  thinks  I 

ar  continually  founding  in  myears,  rhe  voice  that  cried  to  Arfcn'nis^ 

.  Hge,  f<:de^  race'-,  which  fee rr.s  tocounfcl  me  |to  give  my  felf  fatisfa- 

dionby  my  quiet,  and  to  give  others  contentment  by  abfenting  my 

Jf  ,and  by  my  filence.  Some  further  reafons  I  will  acquaintyou  with, 

iicn  I  (ball  have   he  honour  to  fee  you ;  having  no  meaning  to  do  any 

T*,iug  without  your  liking,  and  without  your  leave  i  whofc  1  am 

AtSi%c8.  of  Shy  Mofihumble^&c. 

April  1 6^2, 


To  Momfieur  dc  Nefmond  Comfellour  to  the  King,  md 

Controller  of  the  Princes  Houfe. 

L   B    T    T    E     R      XVL 

Sir, 

MY  dear  Coufin  ,  we  were  put  in  hope  we  fhould  have  the  happi- 
ncfs  to  fee  you  in  this  Countrey,  and  that  here  you  would  make 
i  oneof  the  rcpofcs  of  your  voyage,  but  you  have  not  been  pleafed  to 
mak^us  fo  happy  \  It  fcems  you  thought  not  our  walks  plcafant  enough 

for 
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for  you ',  you  fcorn  nowtheFonntains  of.H^'//'^«5  and  the  River  of 
hal^acthtk  fweec  Objeds,  which  heretofore  gained  your  inclinati- 
ons, and  enchanted  the  innocency  of  your  tenrJer  years  ,  arc  not  now 
able  to  cKcire  in  you  the  lead  defire,  nor  To  much  as  to  tempt  your  gra- 
ver age.     I  findc  in  this  fomething  to  he  offended  at,  and  whereof  to 
complain;    If  you  had  to'do  with  a  Poet,  he  would  makes  mighty 
quarrel  berwee.i  you  and  the  Deiries  oi  the  Woods  and  Waters  *,  and 
would  fend  you  moA  reproachful)  Elegies  in  behalf  of  rhe  Nymphe^, 
whom  you  have  Icorned.     But  it  makes  well  for  you  rhat  I  underfVand 
not  the  language  of  .he  Gods ,  and  that  I  can  fpeak  no  orherwife  than 
the  common  ptcple  do :  this  will  defend  you  from  a  number  of  naugh- 
ty Verfes  :  and  I  will  fay  nothing  to  you  more  fpightfull  than  this  ^  that 
you  feem  to  referve  your  felf  all  for  Taris,  and  fear  ro  be  prophaned 
with  the  bafenefs  of  a  Village.     Pfinccsand  their  affairs  leave  not  in 
youfo  much  as  one  poor  thought  for  us  -,  and  the  pleafures  of  the  Coun- 
trcy  are  too  grofs  and  meager  for  a  rafle  that  is  ufed  to  more  delicate 
and  folid  pleafures.    You  fee  Sir ,  my  dear  Coulin,  that  my  complaints 
are  fweet,  and  thar  I  juftifie  you  in  accufmg  you.     It  is  certain ,  there 
is  a  part  of  the  adive  life ,  which  one  may  call  dclightfull  y  and  though 
Virtue  have  iier  joy  with  lefs  tumult  than  Vice  ,  yet  the  very  fecrecy  of 
her  joy  augmentcth  alfo  the  fweetncfs ,  and  vapours  not  out  the  purity 
thereof-,  and  fo  it  happens ,  that  while  you  fought  but  after  honef^y, 
you  have  found  withall  delighsalfp :  yowdf^am^i  bu^  of  being  vivtuoi-s 
and  profitable  to  your  Ccuntrey ,  and  into  the  bargain ,  you  have  cc> 
tentment  alfo  and  pleafure  for  your  fclf.   For  in  effed  coniidering  youi 
humour,  I  doubt  not  but  the  pains  you  take,  is  your  fufficient  recom- 
pence  for  the  pains  you  take ,  and  that  your  very  aftion  keeps  you  in 
br^th  i  or  rather  refrefheth  you  *,  and  as  one  in  ^njtotle  laid  ,  That  ic 
was  a  death  to  him,  when  he  was  not  in  fome  office  *,  fo  I  verily  believe, 
that  to  take  away  imploy  ments  from  you ,  were  as  much  as  to  take  away 
your  life,  and  that  you  would  refufe  even  felicity  it  felf,  if  it  were  of- 
fered you  without  having  fomcthing  rodo.    You  do  well  to  love  a 
burden  ifeat  gracerh  you  more  than  it  weighs,  and  not  to  think  it  a  trou- 
ble to  be  in  a  race,  which  you  have  entered  with  as  much  applaufc  as 
they  can  defirc  that  are  going  out.    You  have  been  mens  joy, from  the 
inflant  you  were  firfl  feen,  and  your  mgny  implcyments.that  have  fincc 
fo  happily  fuccecded ,  h«vc  bur  ratified  the  good  opinion  that  was  had 
of  you  being  yet  unknown.    There  arc  fome  men  that  get  more  reputa- 
tion by  playing  upon  advantage  ;  but  yours  isalawfnil  acqueft  ,  and 
this  integrity,which  hath  nothing  in  it*,  either  fierce  or  fearfull,  this 
Icarning,which  is  neither  clownifhnor  quarrelfoni , this  conrfe, which  can 
avoid  Precipices  without  turning  our  of  the  rigfic'way,  are  none  of  the' 
qualities  with  which  men  ufe  to  abnfe  the  World  ,nonc  of  the  enchants-'^ 

mencs 
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iBcntSjWhlch  you  make  ufc  of  to  dazle  our  eyes.  And  though  our  eyes 
werenotcapableofillufion,  yet  having  merited  the  grace  and  favour 
of  a  Prince,  the  cleared  fighced  the  Heavens  ever  made,  and  whofc  gift 
I  value  lefs  than  his  judgement :  It  is  not  for  us  any  longer  to  examin 
your  fafficiency ;  feeing  he  hath  chofen  you  for  an  inftrument  of  mana- 
ging his  affairs.  You  would  not  believe  the  pleafures  that  Madam  com- 
fagnole  and  my  felf  take  in  the  coniideration  of  this  matter ;  and  what 
reflexion  we  receive  of  all  thofe  good  fucceflfes  that  accrew  unco  you  i 
I  can  affure  you,  fhe  forgets  you  not  in  her  devotions,  and  if  God  but 
hear  her  prayers,  you  need  not  make  any  wi/hes  for  your  felf;  We  pro- 
mifed  our  felves  we  fhould  fee  you  in  our  dcfarts,but  fince  your  honour 
calls  you  otherwere  *,  it  is  reafon  we  reft  fatisfied  with  fo  fwcet  a  necef- 
(ity,and  to  hear  with  patience  that  the  publick  hath  need  of  your  fer- 
vice.  It  is  far  from  me  to  prefer  a  fliort  fatisfaftion  of  my  eyes  before 
the  long  and  dureablc  joyes  I  expeft  from  the'progrefs  of  your  repu- 
tation ;  and  if  I  fhould  defire  that  for  your  coming  hither  you  fliould 
put  your  felf  the  farther  off  from  your  ends,  my  defires  fhould  be  in- 
difcreet,  and  I  fliould  not  be  the  man  I  ought  to  be. 
From  Bal:i;ac  i.  O^i- 1632.  Sir,  my  dear  cofin^ 


To  Momfieur  dePontac  Monplefir. 

Letter    XVII. 
Sir, 

MYdearCofm,  ifthecounfellhavegivenyoudidnot  give  an  in- 
tereft  in  theSrefolution  you  have  taken,  yet  I  could  not  chufc 
but  acknowledge  it  to  be  good  ,  confidcring  the  good  fuccefs  it  hath 
produced.  It  is  true  that  till  now  I  never  liked  of  long  deliberations, 
nor  of  ftaid  lovers  j  bucfeeingyour  wifdomhath  concluded  in  favour 
of  your  love,  and  that  it  is  noTonger  an  idle  contemplation  of  the  per- 
fon  you  love  ;  I  feem  to  conceive  the  defign  you  had  in  drawing  out 
the  lines  of  your  love  to  fuch  a  length  *,  in  which  it  cannot  be  faid  there 
hath  been  time  loft  i  but  that  you  would  tafte  all  the  fweetnefs  of  hope 
before  you  would  come  to  that  of  poflfeffion  *,  this  is  not  to  be  irrefolute 
bit  fnbtill ,  and  not  to  make  a  ftop  of  contentments  but  to  hufband 
them.  This  is  not  to  have  an  apprehenfion  of  being  happy ,  but  to 
have  a  dcfire  to  be  happy  twice,  fo  that  in  this  point  you  are  fully  jufti- 
fied.  This  circumfpeftion,which  I  accufed  wrongfully,  and  which  is 
.  equally  removed  from  Fury  and  EfFeminatenefs,  puts  the  pafTlons  into 
a  iuffc  and  dureablc  temper,  and  makes  the  minde  capable  of  its  felici- 
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ty  by  a  fcrious  preparation ,  and  I  vow  unto  you  that  the  life  you  have 
begun  was  well  worthy  you  fhould  take  fome  time  to  ftudy  it ,  It  is  not 
fie  to  enter  the  ftate  of  marriage  rafhly,  and  by  the  conduft  of  Fortune*, 
all  the  eyes,  that  prudence  hath, are  not  too  many  to  fcive  for  a  guide 
in  this  bufinefs  j  many  men  fall  into  a  fnare  whileft  they  think  ro  finde 
a  trcafurc ,  and  errours  are  their  mortal  whcr<r  repentance  is  unprofita- 
ble >  but  God  be  thanked  you  are  out  of  danger,  and  your  happincfs  is 
in  fanduary.  There  is  no  T^e^lar  nor  Rofes  now  but  for  yon  >  (accept 
from  me  I  pray  this  one  word  of  a  wedding  Complement)  and  in  the  » 
eftate  you  are  in,  what  are  you  not  ?  Since  a<kjiitjucrour  that  is  aown- 
cd  is  but  the  figure  of  a  lover  that  injoycs  j  the  lover  receiving  that 
really  which  the  Conquerour  bat  dreams.  You  offend  not  the  peo- 
ples eyes  with  proud  infcriptions,  nor  aflonifli  them  with  the  clamour 
of  your  conqueft  *>  you  celebrate  your  triumphs  covertly,  and  draw  no 
mans  envy  upon  you  j  you  raign  by  your  felf  alone  ,  and  all  the  pomp, 
which  greatncfs  draws  after  it,  is  not  comparable  to  that  which  you  in- 
ioy  in  fecret.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  lawfull  pleafures,  and  ought 
not  to  be  with  forbidden*,  but  I  have  heard  it  faid,  that  in  the  firft  there 
is  a  certain  peace  of  fpirit,  and  a  confident  contentment  which  is  not 
found  in  the  other :  And  as  the  Honey  is  lefs  gathered  from  the  flowers 
then  from  the  dew  which  falls  from  the  Stars  9  fo  thefe  chaAe  plea- 
fures are  feafoned  from  Heaven,  and  receive  their  perfeAion  from  the 
heavenly  gracc,and  not  from  their  own  nature.  I  have  learned  from 
the  ancient  Sages,  that  there  is  not  a  more  ancient  nor  a  more  excellent 
friendftiip  than  this  *,  that  in  this  fweet  fociety  griefs  are  divided,  and 
ioyes  doubled,  and  that  a  good  wife  is  a  catholkon^  or  univcifal  remedy 
for  all  the  evils  that  happen  in  life.  I  doubt  not  but  [fhe,  whom  you 
havechofen,is  worthy  of  this  name,  and  though  I /hould  hold  your  tc- 
liiroony  in  fufpition  ,  yet  I  have  heard  it  depofed  with  fo  great  advan- 
tage on  her  part ,  and  by  fo  tender  and  )udicioas  fpirits,  that  I  am  not 
oncly  glad  in  your  behalf  for  the  good  company  you  have  gotten  you, 
but  give  you  thanks  alfo  in  my  own  behalf  for  the  good  alliance  you 
have  brought  me.  I  am  exceeding  impatient  till  I  fee  her,  that  I  may 
between  her  hands  abjure  my  wrong  opinions  j  and  if  need  be,  make 
honourable  amends  before  her  for  all  the  blafphemies  I  have  hereto- 
fore written  againft  marriage,  I  folemnly  by  this  Letter  ingage  my 
felf  to  do  It,  and  intreat  you  to  difpofe  her,  that  fhc  may  accept  my  re* 
traftions ,  which  proceed  from  a  heart  trucly  penitent  and  full  of  paf- 
fion,  to  teflific  to  you  both,  that  I  am 

Sir,  My  dm  Copn^ 
From  B4/^<ic  2|.  Sept. 

1635.  rour^  &€. 
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jii ;         To  AfoHnfieur  Huggcns,  CounfetlourandSecretaryto  my  r 
I  Ijonl'the  Prince  df-Ordingc-  ■ 

"Sj^Our- Letter  hath  r%n  freae  hazards  "before  k  arriv^.  h^rc  ;  Ic 

X  vt^JiKlrcdabout'fe^'mbrteihsiogcthi^^  laft  it?  is 

coai£,.o  my  lianas  i  I  afitj^feett-tb  i!i>eT<ttv6Xtei&f«rtiajr unknown.,  who 

;  being  tjot-haii  wicktc|;,^c^)t€nte«<himfe}f<5fldy  wkh  <)pening  it ,  but 
wouid  not  by  any  m^aVis  tHst  I-FhowFrf-  l(^^?t.•^^Ha¥ipy^Vet€l•'■rf^ dOuM 
p  VMcIl.  recover  ocbathirtgs'^gifiev4?f6r;a«id' that  1  coutd  fajTy  he  wefc 
ouE  i4f»y«d;vvhbm  Itovk^^li  Wiv^iftr'itrt  Vbut  1  have  \t>i\  Uva  for  ever, 
and  y,au  aret^efvcr  aW^^tbi^ftcif^  iiife  tHKt  I  knt  yott ',.  yet' I  li?y  it  nocto 
>^ur  cnargevnor  to  «ieia*ar||e^'ybuf  iHi'^fc^^ 

chacjnam  iiumourj'wfe'fp^ik'e-a  fhoBfaftJTilfonifes  dgainlt-poor  m;;a^ 
td^d .a«  h^r  Hiftorie5^3'l*'sb?e^o;'Tf^yifr« tforfoothi  his  'brotlier  died 

}  tncre /and perti^aps x3ff •a'^nalkdy Vha^  h'e 'h^fll'gotreft'fi3!neWheTe  clie. 
tviy  grief  Kwifer  'tt^ah^Hb;  f  m6aM  ?^'k^'%'Iofe^attkiadtly  at  ydcr 
hanps^tt:'yod^r6'yctel^fSf"the'rieh^rf''fe^  itybiiciyow^  zhtWfh  torn- 
mm  t&tisi  both  i  we  baffe  ^tftTr  a  cSnimoft^  ff  ie«4  ari4  y^Ur  'ft?f  Have 
racfi£r..the^grcatcr'ni;rf^4H  «th"f<^  fadf  lociety 

haVe-ai*V3irjra^e  over^'lile^fof'hivwg"  performed  td  him  the  lafl:  duties. 
He  law  your  i^ar j  faii'fe i^-ngft  ht&  blciVd;  yod  filled  yonr  «y es  ift^d  your 

dr^ciyaGfrorti'beiQ^rp^iif^ly  fenfiHe  ^'eHcTtd^ifyap^/zfi^y'K/ii,  ami 
'''"     ""'  ^'        "  '  ■  '  yqtir 

and 
iry- wound  ^Hthi^  ^hAers  -  Philpf*^hy  eouk! 
lay  upon.ic.  ^  M«  i4in!c8'iT5ygi^re?istb-iltd'iTi  place  oi  my ^Tlricild  ><  I 
peilsislc  With  a  kin3*^,  of  fwcetni^rsbiipahif([5?f^ 
thhiklt  a  fecond'Iofsf  iff  hidi^nor  t^'^ifs'tfry  dine  wrth'.tnvyet- 1  mttft 
iiitrtuif'it  a  liilfle  forbeat^nee,  that  I  iitay  have  time  torn  ac- 

count^of  your^libe^arityy^ifa  that  ycu  mayltflow  vvjiatfs  become  of  the 
pretexts  you  fent  me>  t'reHcfvtd'  rhcVn  Sfi^^'^iifrer  yoiir  Ikttef,  and  that 
hyatiotherkindcof'li(!vittturc.  1  haveliitpatted  them  to  thevvorthiefl 
perfons  of  our  Provi^'^c ,  I  am  at  tfils-pme  adorning' nfiy^e!ofct  with 
them,  and  make  !ii9re  reckoning  of  thetii 'than  of  all  tWe  riches  your 
Havens  can  fhcw,  or  then  all  the  precious  rarities  the  Sea  brings  to  you 
from  the  fartheft  parts  cf  the  Earth.  There  is  as  much  difference  be- 
tween your  friends  ftile,  and  that  of  other  Panegyrifts,'^s  betwccu  the 
ftourncfs  of  ^  Souldicr  and  the  coyncfs  of  a  Curtefan.    This  manly  i  il 
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eloquence  full  of  metali  and  courage,  fee ms  rather  to  fight  than  to 
difcourfe;  and  rather  to  aid  the  l\'';''g' ci  Si^edcn  then  to  praifc  him. 
The  ordering  of  this  Tragedy  is  according  to  the lules  and  intention  of 
Arisiotle ;  precife  decency  moft  rcligioufiy  obfcrved  ,  The  vcr fes  lofcy 
and  worthy  of  a  Theartr  of  Ivory.  Every  part  pleafcd  me,  butth<icot 
the  Chord's  even  ravi/hed  me,  and  bccaufc  i  figli  alwaycs  afcer  xca/;. , 
that  Chorus  of  the  RomancSouldicrs  put  me  in  paflion  9 1  finde  my  fei^' 
touched  wiihitac  the  very  quick,  aod  in  all  conipany  where  I  come,  i 
cannot  forbear  crying  cue,  as  if  I  were  m  rapture  with  divine  fury: 

0  Uta  otia  FormU  ;  Lucdni  0  tcpidi  Lacu^^  Eaiorur/2  0  mcdli  dicsyO  fuU 
Eljfm  amula  vallibus :  Laffi  tempaies  <r\iayis  :  Camprm  tm  iutoris ,  lU 
Baccho  ac  Cereri  vctm^  &c.  1  have  ontly  one  little  /cruple  to  propofc 
unto  you  >  I  know  not  well  why  iyftph<^i^  is  brought  in  with  Mariamne^ 
fpeaking  of  S/>jr,  Coc)tui dind  ^ichemi  j  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  ic  is 
poffible  a  natural  body  fhnuld  be  formed  of  two  as  difFtring  pieces  as 
are  in  my  opinion  ,  the  ]^wt(h  Religion  and  the  Hc^thenifh.  My  doubt 
grows  from  my  ignorance,  and  not  from  prefumprion  :  I  alk,  as  delirous 
to  learn,  and  not  to  pick  a  quarrel,  efpccially  witii  a  man ,  who  in  fuch 
Criticifmes  is  a  l\i::g ,  and  whom  I  acknowledge  for  the  true  and  4a^iull 
fuccefl'or  of  the  great  ScaUg^r  ^  1  have  read  his  two  Trads  upon  the  Sa- 
tyrc  oi  Horace,  which  art  indeed  two  M after- pieces",  and  I  do;not  think, 

1  ever  faw  together  fo  much  antiquity  rcnutd,fo  much  rcafon  difplayed, 
fo  much  fubtilcy  fortified  with  fo  much  force.  He  ftands  not  dreaming 
upon  a  word  of  no  difficulty,  erefting  as  it  were  Trophees  of  likepal- 
fagcs, after  the  fafhion  of  our  Note-makers  now  adayes^  who  heap  up 
places  upon  places,  and  bring  nothing  in  their  writings,  but  the<:rudity 
andindigeftion  of  their  reading.  He  handles  GriAiraar  like  a  t^hUofo- 
pher,and  makes  books  to  be  fubjcd  to  reafon  j  and  ihe  authority, which 
time  hath  given  them  to  the  principle*,  which  truth  hath  eftabliflied-,  he 
hath  difcovered  that  Idea  of  art,  which  the  bed  workmen  never  yet 
came  near,  and  hath  added  that  laft  perfeftion,  which  fhews  fpots  and 
impurity  in  the  mof\  elaborate  writings.  I  have  a  great  defignSir^  to 
go  make  my  felf  an  Artift  under  his  difcipline  ,  and  to  be  at  once  both 
your  Courtier  and  his  Schollar,  I  have  thought  upon  this  Voyage  a 
ycarfmcc--,  but  1  would  fain  your  Wars  would  make  paiTage  for  me 
the  way  I  would  go ,  and  that  there  were  nothing  Spatitjh  between  Fa- 
m  and  the  Hagm.lht  fanftity  of  Oratours  and  Poets  is  not  reverenced 
over  all  the  World ,  they  bear  no  awe  zmongd  Barbarians  \  thcfe  pub- 
li'ck  enemies  would  not  fpare  Apollo  himfelf ,  nor  the  Mufes,  and  mf 
pcrfon  would  finde  as  little  refpeft  at  their  hands  as  my  book  did,which 
in  full  councelthey  caufcd  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  Marquefs 
ofAytonay  yet  I  think  you  may  fay,  you  never  heard  fpeak  of  a  more 
lUuffcious  Executioner ^nor  of  one  that  doth  mere  honour  to  his  trade; 

and 
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y'  and  that  the  Counts  of  Egmont  and  Horn  were  not  handled  in  their  pu- 

'.\h  nifliment  with  fuch  pomp  and  flate.   I  dare  not  laugh,  Sir,  at  this  ex- 

i  traragant  cruelty.   The  Truce  I  had  taken  is  expired ,  and  I  cannot 

f  poffibly  ftretch  the  leave, which  my  grief  gave  me  any  further.  I  there- 

:,^  fore  leave  you  to  return  to  her,  and  end  with  fwearing,  ?er  iUos  manes 

'II  numina  dolor  is  noftri^  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  World  more  dear  un- 

j  ?  to  me  than  your  friendfhip,  and  that  I  am  with  all  my  Soul, 
|J*  Atlial%ac2,oi 

%  Fcbui6i%,  S'ltj  Youry&c, 

I  "iTo  Momjieur  dc  la  Nanue,  CounfellouY  of  the  King  in  hia\ 

II  fir  ft  Court  ofEnquefls, 

Letter    XIX. 

(Ti  yf  Y  dear  Cofm,  I  never  doubted  of  your  affedion  towards  me,  but 
iyli  ihought  it  proceeded  of  pity  rather  than  of  merit  *,  and  that 
having  nothing  confidcrabie  in  me,  but  my  ill  fortune  j  your  good  na- 
ture was  thereby  onely  excited  to  do  me  this  charity ;  but  now  I  fee, 
you  propofe  to  your  felf  a  more  noble  Objed,  and  think  to  finde  a  bet- 
ter reafon  for  your  loving  me ;  yet  I  know  not  whether  it  be  fo  juft  as 
j  the  former,  and  whether  you  may  as  lawfully  refpeft  a  vulgar  perfon  as 
ll  you  have  protefted  an  unfortunate.  If  I  had  had  any  fuch  feeds  of 
I  goodncfs  in  me  as  you  fpeak  of,  ray  ill  fortune  would  have  ftifled  all 
r  their  virtue.  Nothing  can  bud  forth  in  an  air  perpetually  tempeftuous. 
It  is  not  enough  for  the  labouring  man  that  he  take  pains  in  his  hulban- 
dry ,  and  that  his  foyl  be  good,  but  there  muft  be  a  fwcetnefs  of  the 
fcafon  alfo  to  favour  his  travel :  which  I  have  hitherto  proved  fo  contra- 
ry, that  I  wonder  iiow  I  hare  the  heart  to  be  alwayes  planting  for  tcm- 
pefts  to  fpoil.  I  finde  more  good  for  me  in  idlenefs  than  in  labour, 
and  more  gain  by  dohig  nothing,  than  by  doing  well.  When  I  am  idle, 
I  am  at  leaft  at  quiet ;  and  envy  refts  as  well  as  I  j  but  as  foon  as  once  I 
offer  but  to  ftir,  there  is  prcfently  an  alarum  raifcd  in  the  Latine  Pro- 
vince :  and  oppofition  is  made  before  I  have  conceived  any  thing  to  be 
oppofed.  Other  mens  good  deeds  are  rewarded ',  mine  onely,  if  any  oj 
mine  be  worthy  the  name,  fliould  ftand  in  need  of  a  Pardon  from  the 
King :  a  very  hard  fuite  it  would  be,  but  to  get  their  Pardon :  and  1  fol« 
low  not  virtue  onely  without  reward ,  but  I  follow  her  with  danger 
You  think  notwithflanding  that  I  take  a  pleafure  in  this  ungratefull  oc 
•upation  9  and  that  I  have  a  greater  forward nefs  to  it ,  than  I  finde  re 
fiAancc.  You  think  my  fpirit  fliould  ncrer  flirink  for  ill  fucceflfcs ,  anc 
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thacofltsownfertilcy  without  either  one  beam  of  the  Sun, or  6ns  drop 
of  dew,  and  at  the  mercy  of  all  windes,  it  is  able  to  bud  and  bring  fortfi 
(omething.  You  judge  too  favourably  of  a  vigor  that  is  half  extin- 
guished ,  and  confider  nor,  that .  melancholy  indeed  is  ingenious  and 
pregnancjwhen  it  comes  from  the  teraper,which  Auflotle  commendeths 
but  that  it  is  dry  and  ftupid  when  it  proceeds  from  the  continual  out- 
rages of  advcrfe  fortune.  And  therefor*  Sir,  my  dear  Coufm,  expc<S 
nothing  from  me  to  anfwer  your  expcftation,  and  to  merit  the  venera' 
tion  you  fpeak  of  in  your  Letter,  I  cannot  endure  fuch  a  great  word  \a 
your  mouth  .are  you  not  afraid  tocome  under  my  office  of  a  Gramma- 
rian ?  One  fuch  improper  term  is  unexcufable,  unlefs  it  be  you  had  re- 
lation to  that  old  Verfc  ,  Kcs  eU/acra  mifcr ;  or  to  that  brave  fellow  in 
the  controverfies  of  Seneca  ,  who  in  the  life  time  of  the  Oratour  C^ftiu^y 
but  upon  the  wane  of  his  fpirit,  affirmed  that  he  reverenced  his  very 
Cynders,  and  would  ufe  to  (wear  by  his  fhadow,  and  by  his  memory.  Ic 
fhallfufficc  me  that  you  handle  me  intthis  manner,  that  Mounfieur  your 
Prefidentand  your  felf  would  fometimes  fay  in  lamenting  me  ,  he  bad 
been  further  oj}  than  novphe  is  ^  if  he  had  met  with  fen  er  ambufhcs  in  his 
way.  I  require  your  recommendation  of  my  fcrvice  to  that  rare  perfo- 
nage,  whom  1  dare  not  call  the  lafl  of  the  French^  I  remember  what  was 
hid  to  CremHtim  cordia  his  char gci  but  how  ever,  I  accouut  him  worthy 
of  the  ancient  France,  and  of  the  Senate  which  wc  have  not  fecn  ,  that 
had  the  honour  to  be  Arbitratour  between  the  Emperourind  the  Pope; 
a  mediator  between  the  King  and  his  people.  I  require  from  you  but 
onely  the  like  favour ,  and  I  acquit  you  of  your  veneration ,  provided 
that  you  keep  for  me  your  good  willj  which  I  cannot  lofe  if  you  be  jufl, 
fince  I  am 

From  8^/^4(7  1 6.  Sir,  my  dear  Cofin^ 

Febr,  1634.  Tour^&C. 


To  Mounfieur  Conrade. 
Letter    XX. 

THe  account  t  make  of  you  is  far  from  Ibeing  a  miftaking.  One 
fhould  do  you  wrong  to  take  you  for  any  other  than  your  felf;  and 
it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  finde  a  man  for  whom  you  could  be 
changed  without  lofs.  I  fee  therefore  your  drift,  you  would  not  think 
the  number  of  your  virtues  complear,  if  you  added  not  humility  ,  and 
you  would  make  me  fee  that  there  are  Capuchine  Huguenots.  Indeed  a 
fine  novelty ,  but  it  belongs  not  to  you  ,  to  be  fo  mciicft  s  nor  to  take 
upon  you  perfeftion^  who  have  not  yet  attained  Converfion.  To  fpeak 
uprightly,  yotr  refpcfts  and  your  fubmiffions  arc  not fuffcrable ,  men 
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ofed  to  fpeak  othcrw'ife  in  the  golden  agesand  to  fay  nothing  more  hard- 
jj  ly  of  you,  you  are  too  unjuft  a  valuer  of  your  felf.  Do  what  you  can,yoa 
[  arc  never  any  more  able  to  weaken  die  Tcftimony ,  which  Madam  de* 
'  LogeSy  and  Mounfieur  chap  Lun  have  given  of  you,  than  you  can  deny  me 
I  your  friendlhip  which  I  crave  of  y«u  in  their  name.  You  fee  how  conta- 
:     gious  an  ill  example  island  how  I  imitate  you  in  condemning  you.  I  can 

tplay  the  rcferved  as  well  as  you ,  and  feck  for  mediators  and  favour  to 
obuin  that  favour  you  have  granted  mc  already.  Thefe  arc  the  fubtil- 
.  ties  of  my  pafiion ,  to  the  end  I  may  tafle  a  lecond  joy  ,  I  will  make 
J  you  tell  me  twice  one  thing  j  Moreover,  at  our  firft  mcecing,!  will  caufe 
*  you  to  expound  your  Letter ,  thereby  to  hufband  the  better ,  yet  for 
j:    that  time  the  pleafure  I  take  to  hear  you  alTure  me  that  you  love  me. 

I  Such  afTuranccs  fhould  perfwadc  mc  but  little  in  the  mouth  of  many 
men  j  but  for  you,  I  know  with  what  Religion  you  make  your  promifes, 
and  of  what  holinefs  your  word  is.  I  know  you  approve  of  no  lies, 
but  thofe  of  the  Mufes ,  and  that  fidions  in  Poetry  you  can  bear  with- 
■j  all ,  but  banifh  them  from  your  converfation  j  I  am  glad  therefore  I 
/^  have  found  one  face  amorig  fo  many  vyzards ,  and  thar  1  can  lay  hold 
^  of  fomcthinglcanfeei  ,  and  that  hath  truth  in  it.  It  is  nothing  but 
1  true  hartednefs  of  my  mind^  that  gives  me  the  boldnefs  to  approach 
"  other  virtues ,  with  all  which  I  am  at  defiance  ,  if  1  finde  not  this  free- 
^  dom  in  their  company.  By  this  Sir,  you  have  won  me,  and  1  mufl 
vow  unto  you,  that  this  fuicerity  whereof,  you  make  profe(iion,hath 
been  a  wondcrfull  allurement  to  a  man,  that  is  no  longer  taken  with 

■  the  bravery,  or  gallantnefs  of  a  fine  fpiric.  Thcfe  flaOics  have  fo  often 
abufed  me ,  that  I  am  now  grown  to  be  afraid  of  any  thing  looks  red, 
leaft  it  fhould  be  fire  and  burn  me.  I  fufpeft  thefe  Barks  that  arc  fo 
painted  and  guilded  over ,  i  have  often  made  fhip- wrack  in  fuch  :  I 

■  dcfire  thofe  that  arc  found  and  (afe,and  enter  them  as  Veffcls  to  fayl  in, 
andnotas  Galleries  to  walk  in.  When  I  Ipeak  of  a  friend,  I  mean 
not  a  companion  in  trade,  or  in  diforder ,  nor  one  that  can  return  vlfits 
the  next  day  after  he  hath  received  them,  who  never  milTeth  to  fend 

i  Letters  by  every  Pofl :  and  is  not  failing  in  the  leafl  duties  of  a  civile 
life,  but  I  mean,   a  witnefs  of  iheconfcience,a  Phyfician  of  fecret 
1  griefs,a  modcratourinprofperity  jand  a  guidein  adverficy.     I  have 
ji  fome  few  left  me  of  this  fort ,  but  have  had  many  lofTes,  and  very  late- 
j  lyone,  which  but  for  you  would  be  irreparable ',  you  whom  God  hath 
,  fent  to  comfort  me ,  and  whom  I  fubftitute  in  the  plao«  ©f  one  of  the 
I  honeflcft  men  that  was  in  France.     Our  contraft,if  you  pleafe,(hall  be 
fhort  and  plain.    1  will  propofe  no  matter  of  luflre  to  engage  you  in  it^ 
onely  I  alfure  you  my  heart ,  and  a  fmccrity  anfwerable  to  yours.    It 
's  now  of  proof  againfl  the  mofl  dangerous  air  of  Chriftendom ,  I  have 
roughc  it  from  Komc  ^  I  have  prcferved  it  at  ?(iris  *,  It  is  not  there- 
fore 
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fore  likely  that  to  deceive  you ,  I  am  come  to  lofe  it  in  a  Village  j  and 
thatlhaveany  defigntofalfjfic  my  faith  3  feeing  I  aflurc  you ,  I  mil 
ever  be 
From  B<i/^tff ,  the  5 .  Sir  ,  Tohr^  &  c. 

offe^y.  1635. 


To 


Letter     XXL 
Sir, 

Since  you  will  have  me  to  write  that  in  a  Letter,  which  I  fpake  unto 
you  by  word  of  mouth ,  this  Letter  fhall  be  a  fecond  Teftimony  of 

the  account  I  make  of ,and  of  the  feeling  I  have  of  the  courtc- 

fies  received  from  him.  During  the  time  wc  had  his  company,  I  con- 
fidered  him  with  much  attention  v  but  in  my  confcience  obfcrvcd  no- 
thing in  the  motions  of  his  fpirit,but  great  inclinations  to  great  de- 
figns,  and  to  fee  him  do  wonders  in  the  World,  you  need  wifh  him  no 
more  but  matter  of  imployment.  He  hath  all  the  intendments  of  an 
honcfl  man,  all  the  Charafters  of  a  great  Lord :  by  thefe  he  gains  nncns 
eyes  in  prcfenr,  and  their  hearts  in  expectation ,  and  afterwards  brings 
more  goodnefs  forth  than  ever  he  promifed ,  and  exceeds  expeftation 
with  performance.  And  in  truth,  if  this  Hcroick  countenance  had  no 
wares  to  vent  but  vulgar  qualicies,this  had  been  a  trick  put  upon  us  by 
nature  ,  to  deceive  us  by  hanging  out  a  falfe  fign.  The  charge  he  ex- 
ercifeth  in  the  Church,  is  no  burden  to  him,  he  hath  in  fuch  fort  ac- 
commodated his  humour  to  it,  that  in  the  moft  painfull  funftions  of  fo 
high  a  duty  jthcre  lies  nothing  upon  his  fhoulders,  but  eafe  and  delight. 
He  embraccth  generally  all  that  he  believes  to  be  of  the  decency  of 
his  profcflion,  and  is  neither  tainted  with  the  heat,  which  accompanies 
the  age  wherein  he  is ,  nor  with  the  vanity,  which  fuch  a  birth  as  his 
doth  commonly  bring  with  ir.  In  a  word  the  way  he  takes  goes  di- 
redly  to  7{ome.  He  is  in  good  grace  with  both  the  Courts ,  and  the 
Pope  would  be  as  willing  to  receive  the  Kjngs  commendation  of  him, 
as  the  l<^ng  would  be  to  give  it.  He  hath  brought  from  thence  a  fmgu- 
lar  approbation ,  and  hath  left  behinde  him  in  all  the  holy  Colledges  a 
moft  fweet  odour  ,  and  that  without  making  faces*,  or  making  way  to 
reputation  by  fingularity.  For  in  effeft,  wi  at  heat  foever  there  be  in 
his  zeal,  he  never  fuflfers  it  to  blaze  beyond  cuftom :  his  piety  hath  no- 
thing, either  weak  or  fimple  ,  it  is  fcrious  all  and  manly  ,  and  he  pro- 
tefleth,  it  is  much  better  to  imitate  S.  chads  ^rh^n  to  counterfeit  hirr- 
Concerning  his  paffion  of  horfes,  which  he  calls  his  malady  j  fmce  he 
is  no5  cxtrcam  in  it,  never  counfcl  him  to  cure  it  j  it  15  noi:  fo  bad  as  cV 
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ther  the  Sciatica,  or  the  Gout  \  and  if  he  have  no  other  difeafc  but  that, 
he  hath  nor  much  to  do  for  a  Phyfician.  One  may  love  horfes  inno- 
cently ,  as  well  as  Flowers  and  Pifturcs :  and  it  is  not  the  love  of  fuch 
things, but  the  intemperate  love  thac  is  the  vice.  Of  all  beafls  that  have 
any  commerce  with  men ,  there  are  none  more  noble  nor  better  condi" 
tioned  j  and  of  them  a  great  Lord  may  honeftly  and  without  difparagc- 
ment  be  curious.  He  indeed  might  well  be  faid  to  be  fick  of  them,  who 
caufcd  mangers  of  Ivory  to  be  made  for  them,  and  gave  them  full  mea- 
fures  of  pieces  of  Gold  ',  this  was  to  be  fick  of  them ,  to  bcflow  the  boQ 
office  of  his  (late  on  the  goodliefl  horfe  of  his  flablc  ;  and  to  mock  in- 
deed reafon  it  felf,  and  the  fpeech  of  men, to  give  them  a  neighing  Con- 
ful.  You  fliall  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  another  ftory  to  this  purpofe, 
not  unpleafant.  Ic  is  of  /  beophyUci,  Patriarch  o( ConftanUnople^who  kept 
ordinarily  two  thoufand  horfes,  and  fed  them  fo  daintily,  that  in  flead  of 
Barley  and  Oats,  which  to  our  horfes  are  a  feafl,  he  gave  them  Almonds^ 
Dates,and  Piflach  nuts',and  more  than  thisjas  Cedrenus  reports,he  fteep- 
cd  them  long  time  before  in  excellent  Wine ,  and  prepared  them  with 
all  forts  of  precious  odours.  O.ie  day  as  he  was  folemnizing  his  Offic© 
in  the  Church  of  Saint  Sophia  ,  one  came  and  told  him  in  his  ear,that  his 
Mare  Phorbante  had  foaled  a  Coh  ',  with  which  he  was  fo  ravifhed,  that 
inflantly  without  hav>ng  the  patience  to  finifh  his  (ervice ,  or  to  put  off 
his  Pontifical  Robes,  he  left  the  myftcriesin  themidfl  jandran  tohis 
ftable  to  fee  the  good  news  he  had  heard,  and  after  much  joy  expreffed 
for  fo  happy  a  birth,  he  at  lafl  returned  to  the  Altar ,  and  remembred 
himfelfof  his  duty jwhich  the  heat  of  his  paffion  had  made  him  to  for- 
get. See  Sir,  what  it  is  to  dote  upon  horfes ;  but  to  take  a  pleafure  in 
them,  and  to  take  a  care  of  them,  this  no  doubt  may  make  a  man  be  faid 
to  love  them  j  and  neverthelefs  not  the  lefs  the  wifcr  man.  Even  Saints 
themfelves  have  had  their  pleafures  and  their  paflimes ;  all  their  whole 
life  was  not  one  continued  miracle  j  they  were  not  every  day  24.  hours 
in  cxtafie :  amidfl  their  Gifts,  their  Illuminationi,  their  Raptures ,  their 
Vifions  i  they  had  alwayesfome  breathing  time  ol  humane  delight,  du- 
ring all  which  time  they  were  but  like  us  :  and  the  Ecclefiaftical  ftory 
tells  us,  thac  the  great  Sain c/^/;»,  who  hathdelivered  Divinity  in  fo  high 
a  flrain,  yet  took  a  pleafure,  and  made  it  his  paflime  to  play  with  a  Par- 
tridge,which  he  had  mide  tame  and  familiar  to  him.  I  did  not  think  to 
have  gone  fo  far  \  it  is  the  fubjeft  that  hath  carried  me  away  ,  and  this 
happens  very  often  to  me  when  I  fall  into  difcourfe  with  you.  My  com- 
plements are  very  fhort,and  with  men  that  are  indifferent  to  me,  I  am  in 
a  manner  dumbibuc  with  thofe  that  are  dear  unto  me,  I  neither  obferve 
Rule  nor  Meafure  j  and  I  hope  you  doubt  not ,  but  that  I  am  in  the 
higheft  degree, 
At  BalT^aCf^S.  Ja?!,  I ^5 3.  Sir,  Tour^&c, 

TO 
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To  MounpeHr  Godeau. 

Let  TE  R     XXII. 
Sir, 

THere  is  no  more  any  merit  in  being  devout  >  Devotion  is  I  thing 
fo  pleafing  in  your  book ,  that  even  prophane  perfons  findc  a  reliiffi 
in  it,  and  you  have  found  out  a  way  how  to  favc  mens  Souls  with  plca- 
fure.  I  never  found  it  fo  much  as  within  this  week,  that  you  have  fed 
me  with  the  dainties  of  the  ancient  Church ,  and  feafled  me  with  the 
Agapes  of  your  Saint  Vaul.  This  man  wis  not  altogether  unknown  to 
me  before,  but  I  vow  unto  you,  I  knew  him  not  before,  butontly  by 
fight  *,  though  I  had  fometimes  been  near  unto  him  ,  yet  I  could  never 
mark  any  more  of  him  than  his  countenance  and  his  outfide :  your  Pa- 
raphrafc  hath  made  me  of  his  counfcl,and  given  me  a  part  in  his  fecretsi 
and  where  I  was  before  but  one  of  the  Halljl  am  now  one  of  the  Clofcr, 
and  fee  clearly  and  diftindly  what  I  faw  before  but  in  Clouds,  and  un- 
der rtiadows.  You  are  to  fay  true,  an  admirable  Decipherer  of  Lettcrsj 
in  Tome  paffages  to  interpret  your  fubtilty  is  a  kinde  of  Divination^and 
all  throughout,  the  manner  of  your  txprelfing  is  a  veiy  charm.  I  am  too 
proud  to  flatter  you,  but  I  am  juft  enough  to  be  a  witncfs  of  the  truth  9 
and  I  vow  unto  you,  it  never  pcrfwades  me  more  than  when  it  borrows 
your  flile.  There  reflcfts  from  it  a  certain  flafh,which  plcafeth  inftant- 
ly  as  beauty  doth,and  makes  things  to  be  lovely  before  one  knows  they 
are  good.  Your  words  are  no  way  unworthy  of  your  Authourjthey  nei- 
ther weaken  his  conceits  by  ftretching  them  out  at  length  ,  nor  fcatter 
the  fence  by  fpreadingit  out  in  breadth.  But  contrariwife  the  power- 
full  fpirir, which  was  ftreightened  within  the  bounds  of  a  concife  flile, 
feems  to  breath  at  cafe  in  this  new  liberty,  and  to  encreafe  it  fclf  as 
much  as  it  fpreads  itfelf :  he  feems  to  pafs  from  his  fetters  into  triumph, 
and  to  go  forth  of  the  prifons  of  Rome  where  7{eio  fhut  him  up,to  enter 
into  a  large  Kingdom ,  into  which  you  bring  him  with  royal  magnifi- 
cence. There  are  fome  fo  curious  palats,  they  cannot  relifh  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Son  of  God,  and  are  fo  impudent  as  to  accufe  the  holy 
Scriptures  of  clownifhnefs and  Barbarifme,  which  made  Mounfieur  — -, 
who  died  Archbifhop  of  Benevent^  that  he  durft  not  fay  his  Breviary^ 
for  fear  to  mar  his  good  Latin  by?contagionof  thebad,  and  leaft  he 
fhould  take  fome  tinfture  of  impurity  that  might  corrupt  his  elo- 
quence. I  will  not  fpeak  at  this  time  what  I  conceive  of  his  fcru- 
ple  *,  onely  I  fay  that  if  in  the  vulgar  Tranflition  there  be  Barbarifm, 
yet  you  have  made  it  civil  *,  and  if  our  good  Mdheh  fhould  come 
again  into  the  World,  he  would  finde  nothing  in  your  Paraphrafe  that 
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were  not  according  to  the  ftridnefs  of  his  rules ,  and  the  ufage  of  the 
Court  whereof  he  fpake  fo  often.    Some  other  time  we  will  confer 
about  the  Preface,  and  the  Letters  I  received  ,  which  I  have  in  a  raan- 
ner  all  by  heart,  but  efpecially  I  have  culled  out  thefe  dear  words  to 
,  princin  my  memory,  and  to  comfort  my  fpirits.  ^  little  patience  will 
\  crcfwn  you  J   all  thdr  throws  feem  Ul^e  thofe  of  fick  mm  a   little  before 
\'  thej  die^  in  -which  I  thitili  there  is  neither  malice  nor  force  ^  if  you  cm 
I  but  dijpife  tkem^  Trefer  the  better  fide  before  the  greater ,  and  the  Clofet  be- 
fore the  Theater.  Hom^  perfons  are  for  )0u,  and  I  ma^  account  you  can 
,    not  much  for  p leafing  others.    The  people  have  often  times  left  Terence 
for  dancers  upon  the  Rope,  andbanifhed  Pinlofophers,  togratifie  fefters, 
.    I  have  nothing  to  add  to  this*,  and  will  take  heed  how  I  Tow  Purple 
•   with  pack-thread.  I  content  my  felf  Sir,  at  this  time  to  aflure  you  that 
I  I  paflionately  am 

Ij      From  Balzac  lo.  Sir ,  Tour,  &c. 
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To  Momfiettr  de  Thibaudicre. 

Letter     XXIII. 

Sir, 

Will  notraife  to  you  the  price  of  my  tears,  though  I  have  fhed  them 

_for  you  eight  dayes  together :  I  content  my  felf  to  tell  you  that  I  am 

low  comforted  *,  fince  the  news  of  your  death,  it  changed  into  tidings 

}(  your  hurt  *,  and  that  I  am  made  airurcd,you  may  be  quitted  of  it, 

for  a  little  pain  and  a  little  patience.    I  know  well  that  virtue  is^more 

Happily  imploycd  in  well  ufing  honcft  pleafures,  than  in  patient  bearing 

Voublefom  croffesj  and  that  without  an  abfolute  diflemper  in  the 

tafte ,  one  can  never  finde  any  fweetncfs  in  pain  \  yet  you  fhall  confefs 

unco  me ,  that  there  is  a  kinde  of  contentment  in  being  lamented  j  and 

though  the  joyes  of  the  minde  be  not  fo  fenfible  as  thofe  of  the  body, 

yet  they  are^^more  delicate  and  more  fubtill  j  at  leaft,  you  have  come  to 

know  of  what  worth  you  arc  by  the  fear,  which  all  honeft  men  were  in 

to  lofe  you  ,  and  that  in  a  time  when  half  the  World  is  a  burthen  to 

'  the  other  5  and  every  one  refervcs  his  lamentation  for  his  own  mife- 

ties  \  yet  all  in  general  have  mourned  for  you,  in  fuch  fort  Sir,  that  you 

have  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  your  own  Funeral  Oration  ,  and  to  enjoy 

the  continuance  of  a  happy  life ,  after  receiving  the  honours  done  to 

worthy  men  after  death.     If  the  War  of  Italy  continue  till  Winter ,  I 

•will  come  and  learn  from  your  own  mouth ,  all  the  particulars  of  your 

[adventures,  and  I  fhall  then  know  if  your  Philofophy  have  not  been 

V  moved. 
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moved  5  and  waxcd  pale,  at  the  fight  of  the  Probe,  and  of  the  Rafour. 
In  the  mean  time  do  me  honour  to  be  mindcfull  of  him  who  exceed- 
ingly honours  you,  and  to  keep  for  me  that  part  in  your  aflfcftionawhich 
you  have  promifcd  me,  fince  I  rruely  am 
At  Balzac  29.  of  Sir ,  Tour^  &c. 

July  1530. 


To  Momfteur  Gyrard,  Secretary  to  my  Lord  the  Dnke 
de  Efpernon. 

Letter     XXIV. 
Sir, 

I  Had  heard  that  before ,  which  you  fcnt  me  word  of  by  your  foot- 
man *,  and  had  rejoyced  already,  for  the  new  Dignity  of  Mounfieur 
the  Prefident  Segnier.  It  feems  you  think  he  is  made  Lord  Keeper  of 
theScales  for  none  but  for  you,and  that  no  Feafl:  for  the  joy  of  it  fhould 
be  kept  any  where,  but  at  Cadillac,  Within  thefc  four  dayes  you  fhall 
fee  it  kept  all  the  Countrey  over  '<,  n  is  a  favour  the  Kjng  hath  done  the 
whole  Realm.  It  is  not  fo  much  for  the  purity  of  the  air ,  and  for  the 
ffuitfulnefs  of  the  earth  ,  that  we  ought  to  call  it  a  happy  year,  as  for 
the  eleftion  of  worthy  Magiftrates.  I  therefore  take  a  joy  in  this  news, 
as  Pam  a  fubjed:  of  the  2^wgj  •,  and  this  is  the  firfl  Right  I  claim  in  it : 
but  beyond  this,  I  have  a  fecond  Right  of  rejoycing,  in  that  I  am  inte- 
reifed  in  the  advancement  of  a  moderty,  which  I  know ',  and  make  ac- 
count to  be  made  happy,  by  the  profperity  of  him,  of  whofe  honefty  I 
am  aflured.  I  put  not  forth  this  laft  word  ,  at  adventure  :  I  am  ready 
to  make  it  good  againfl  whofocver  fhall  think  it  rafti ;  and  I  know  he 
hath  prefervarives  againfl  all  the  poyfonsof  the  Court',  and  a  judge- 
ment that  cannot  be  corrupted  with  all  the  bribes  of  Fortune.  There 
is  nothing  of  fo  high  a  price,  for  which  he  would  be  willing  to  leave  his 
virtue:  if  he  had  lived  in  Nerocs  time ,  he  had  been  a  conftant  Martyr  j 
but  living  now  under  a  juft  Prince  he  will  prove  a  profitable  Officer. 
To  preferve  a  life  ,  which  is  to  continue  but  a  few  dayes,  he  would  not 
obfcure  that  life ,  which  ought  to  lafl  in  the  memory  of  many  ages: 
and  the  leaft  fpot  upon  his  honour  ,  would  be  more  infupportable  to 
him,  than  the  cflfufion  of  ail  his  bloud.  He  kaows  that  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Juftice  ,  being  the  interpreter  of  God  ',  he  cannot  work  of 
himfelf  5  that  this  Divine  Aft  ought  to  be  a  general  Sufpenfion  from  all 
humane  affcdions,  and  that  in  the  cxercife  thereof , he  is  no  longer  at 
his  liberty,  to  fhew  love,  or  hatred  *,  revenge,  or  gentlenefs.  He  confi- 
ders  that  he  makes  not  law,  but  onely  declares  it ',  that  he  is  a  Minifler , 
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andnotaMafter  of  his  Authority  ^  and  that  the  Soveralgnty  is  in  the 
Law,  and  not  in  hirafclf.  This  is  the  reafon  why  in  every  caufe-he  ccn- 
furcSjhe  bethinks  himfelf  of  hisown  proper  caufe^  which  fhall  one  day 
be  cenfured  \  he  fo  judgeth,  as  if  Pofterity  were  to  take  a  review  of  his 
judging  ',  and  as  though  the  prefent  time,  were  but  fubaltcrnate  to  the 
future.  Thus  I  bave  heard  him  to  make  his  account  •,  and  from  his 
principles  I  have  drawn  my  conclufions  jand  in  a  conference  I  had  fome- 
times  wich  hiro,  he  feemed  to  me  a  better  man  than  1  have  fet  him  forth. 
In  fuch  fort  Sir,  that  I  am  not  of  a  mindetocontradiftyou  >In  your 
writing  of  him  to  me,  you  fay  nothing  '.which  is  not  of  my  knowledge  y 
and  in  my  writing  of  him  to  you,I  do  nothing  but  follow  your  conceits. 
Nevei  fear  that  the  common  errours  will  deprave  his  fpirit?  he  hath  laid 
too  fure  a  foundation  in  the  knowledge  of  truth  j  he  is  too  ftrongly  con- 
firmed in  the  good  Seft.  Having  often  and  fcrioufly  meditated  on  the 
condition  of  humane  affairs,  he  values  them  juft  as  much  as  they  are 
worth,  but  he  adds  nothing  by  opinion;  he'hates  neither  riches  nor  au- 
thority, this  were  the  peevifh  humour  of  the  Cynic(is^xo  hate  a  thing  that 
i«  it  felf  is  lovely  \  he  makes  ufe  of  them  after  the  manner  of  the  Aca- 
demy, and  of  the  Lyr^c/^w,  which  never  thought  them  impediments  to 
Iiappinefs,  but  rather  aids  and  furtherances  to  virtue.  Or  may  we  not 
f ay  fTJore  probably  that  he  hath  drawn  his  doftrines  from  a  Spring  nearer 
hand  *,  and  that  he  hath  not  gone  outof  himfelf  to  finde  out  thefrueft 
wifdom  ?  He  hath  examples  at  home,  which  may  ferve  him  for  Idaas  of 
perfeftion  ,  and  Sages  in  his  own  race,  which  are  Artifts  of  virtuous  life. 
Whilefl  he  governs  himfelf  by  their  Rules ,  he  may  well  pafs  by  all 
forraign  doctrines  *,  and  having  his  deceafed  Uncle  before  his  eyes  ;  he 
need  not  care  to  have  Socrates  for  a  myrrour :  H^iippe  malim  untim  cato- 
i:em  quam  trccentos  Socratas.  The  memory  of  this  illuflrious  perfonagc  is 
in  fuch  veneration  through  all  FrancCiind  his  name  hath  preferved  fo  ex- 
cellent an  Odour  in  the  prime  Tribunal  of  Chrillendom,that  icis  not 
now  fo  much  the  name  of  a  family,as  it  is  the  name  even  of  integrity  and 
conftancy  it  felf.  Remember  the  Epigram  of  that  Greer arr^yvhok  Manu- 
fcript  I  fhcwed  you  ',  which  faith ,  that  in  a  place  at  Athens  when  one 
named  riutarchythcrc  was  an  Echo  anfwered  Philofophy,  as  taking  the 
one  for  the  other,&  making  no  difference  between  the  two.  By  the  like 
reafon  the  Mufes  might  ufe  the  fame  figure ,  and  aft  the  like  miracle,  in 
favGur'of  this  new  Pillar  of  juflice.  They  never  need  to  ufe  refervations, 
nor  fear' too  deep  engaging  themfelves:whatfoevcr  they  lay  forth  before 
hand  for  his  glory,fhalI  all  be  allowed  them  again  in  the  reckoning.  Ha- 
ving been  bred  up  in  their  bofom,  and  beingcntred  into  their  Sanftua- 
ry,hc  will  never  fuffer  them  to  ftand  waiting  and  catch  cold  at  his  gatej 
nor  that  a  Stvit'^^r  fhall  keep  them  out  from  entring  his  bafe  Court. 
They  fiiall  never  havc(I  alTure  my  fclf)thac  unhappy  advantage  to  have 

given 
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given  him  alia  and  receive  back  nothing  from  him  again;  to  have  en- 
riched his  mindc  witha  thoufand  rare  knowledges,  and  then  hardly  get 
him  to  fcal  them  an  acquittance.  Lee  us  now  come  to  the  other  part  of 
your  Letter  •,  and  aiTay  to  fatisfie  your  Doftour  concerning  his  Obje- 
dion.  He  findes  fault  with  me,becaufe  1  praife  the  Pope  for  his  beau- 
ty, and  fayes  that^fuch  praife  is  for  women  and  youth,  and  belongs  not 
to  old  men  and  Pricfts.     Firft,Sir  1  anfwer,  he  wrongs  me  in  changing 
my  terms ',  for  I  make  a  great  difference  between  beauty  and  a  good 
Vifagc  :'of  this  iTpake  in  the  perfon  of  the  Pope,  and  fhould  never  have 
thought  I  had  committed  a  fm  ,  though  1  had  fpoken  of  the  other  alfo. 
As  concerning  age,youknow  there  are  beautiful!  old  men,though  there 
be  not  beautifull  old  Women;  and  you  remember  that  ancient  perfo- 
nage,who  by  report  of  Hiftory  was  of  equal  pleafmg  to  all  companies 
through  all  the  ages  of  his  life.  As  concerning  the  quality,  befides  that 
God  reieded  in  facrifice  all  lean  and  unfound  Oblarion;  he  required  al- 
fo to  have  handfome  Priefls'^and  you  may  fhew  your  f  icnd  in  the  books 
of  Mojes,  that  not  onely  the  lame  and  pore  blinde,but  even  the  flat  no- 
f.d  were  excluded  from  being  Minifte;  s  in  facrificing.  Bur  if  being,  as 
he  is  a  prophane  Dodour,  the  holy  Scriptures  do  nor  pleafe  him^yct  he 
might  have  remembred  that  old  word  of  the  Tyae^kk  Poet,  feiJ'O-a^/or 
TvfctvvUof  ,  upon  which  1  had  aw  eye  when  1  faid.  This  Vifage  worthy 
of  an  Empire.  And  yet  more  being  a  G^fcognc  Doftor,  I  wonder  he  ne- 
ver read  the  Pancjf^jricli ,  which  a  Countrcy  man  of  his  pronounced  at 
Rome  before  the  Empcrour  Thcodofius ',  where  he  fhould  have  found 
thefe  words  *,  Aagujiifima  quaeiue  fpccki ,  plurimum  cnditur  traherede 
Coslo ;  five  enim  Divinus  tile  animiii  vcnturus  in  corpus^  di^nim  frius  me- 
leatur  hofpitium,  five  am  veneritfingh  habit aculum  pro  hibitu  fm  \  five 
aliiid  ex  alio  crefcit ',  &  am  fe  pariajunxcruntyUtr^quc  majora  funt  par- 
cam  Arcanum  co^lefte  riman ',  Tibi  iftudfoU  patent  impcrator  cum  Deo  con- 
forte  fecretum.  lUud  dicam  quod  intcllcxip  hominem  &  dixijfe  fas  efl ; 
talemcfe  debere  qui  a  gcjttibus  adoratur  cui  toto  o/be  tcrrarim  pnvMta  vet 
publico,  vota  redduntur  j  a  quo  petit  Navigaturus  ferenum  ,Percgnnatu- 
Yus  reditum,  Pu^aturus  aufpicium.  Virtus  tui  meruit  imperiumjfed  vir- 
tuti  addidit  forma  fuffragium.  Ilia  prafiitit  ut  oporteret  te  principem  fieri', 
hac  ut  deceret.  In  this  difcourfe,  there  are  fome  terms  which  yet  may 
feem  fitter  for  a  Pope  than  for  an  Emperour :  and  here  is  to  be  noted, 
that  Tfcf0fl(<>y/«5  was  no  young'man  ,  when  Latinus  Pacatus  praifed  him 
thus  for  his  beauty,  for  it  was  after  his  defeat  of  the  Tyrant  Maximusy 
and  when  after  many  vidtories  obtained  againfl  the  Barbarians  ,hc  was 
in  full  and  peaceable  pofVeffion  of  his  glory.    Sometime  before  thisj 
Gregory  T^ar^an^^n  had  upbraided  the  Empcrour  Julian  for  his  ill 
favoured  Vifage  ,  for  the  ill  feature  of  his  face ,  and  for  other  de- 
formities  of  his  body  ,  of  which  neverthclefs  he  was  not  guilty. 

Though 
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Though  one  might  here  queftion  the  holy  Oratour ,  whether  in  doing 
this  he  did  well,  or  no  ?  Yet  from  hence  we  may  at  leaft  gather ,  that 
%    the  qualiciesjcontrary  to  thcfe  he  blames,  ought  juftly  and  may  be  law- 
^    fuljy  made  accountof ;  and  thatluch  praifcs,  which  rtfleft  upon  the 
*    Crcatours  glory,  arc  much  more  Chriftian  than  rhofc  accuJations,which 
^    trench  upon  the  fcornmg  of  his  knowledge.     Your  friend  therefore  is 
certainly  more  fevere  than  he  need  to  be.  He  'S  much  to  blame  to  re- 
ject in  this  fort  the  bleffings  of  Heaven  ,  and  the  advantages  of  birth  > 
and  to  imagine  that  holincfs  cannot  be  exampiar  and  Apoftolick ,  un- 
lefs  it  be  pale  and  lean,  and  look  like  one  were  ftarved.     Thefc  are  the 
,.   dreams  of  Tcrtullian^  who  will  have  it ,  that  our  Saviour  was  in  no  fore 
beautifuU,  and  therein  gives  the  lie  to  all  Antiquity,  and  to  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  whole  Church.    He  draws  a  Pidure  tor  him ,  which  is  not 
,     onely  injurious  to  his  Divine,  but  difhonourable  alfo  ro  his  humane  na- 
j^    ture.  This  in  my  opinion  is  one  of  his  greateft  errours ,  and  which  mod 
of  all  ftartles  me  in  reading  his  books.     If  he  would  have  it,  that  his 
jlj  watchings  and  abfllnence  had  dried  up  his  bloud,  and  made  him  look 
j  gaflly ',  rh.it  to  the  burnt  colour  of  Afrkli,  he  added  alfo  that  of  burnt 
j^  Melancholy  and    of  overflowing  choler ,  it  may  perhaps  be  granted 
him  j  yet  I  will  not  accnfe,  either  the  Sun  of  his  Countrey  j  or  the  tem- 
s^erature  of  his  body :  but  leave  every  one  in  his  natural  eftate  j  and  fo 
"^nould  he  have  done.     But  to  go  about  to  disfigure  the  mofl  beautiful! 
amongft  the  Children  of  men,  and  to  tclipfe  all  the  beams  and  luftre  of 
a  Divine  countenance,  this  is  a  fullen  humour,which  no  patience  can 
bear  with  ;  no  charity  can  ever  pardon.     You  wondered  at  this  Grange 
'opinion  when  I  lad  fliewed  it  unto  you ;  and  I  perceived  you  fufpeftcd 
'vl  did  him  wrong  *,  now  therefore  to  juftifie  my  credit  with  you,  and  to 
'let  you  feci  diditnottoahufe  you:  I  fend  you  here  the  paflTages  I 
J  promifed  you  to  look  our.     The  firft  is  in  his  book  of  Patience  y  where 
'Chrifl  is  called  Concumeliofus  fibiipff.    The  fecond  in  his  book  againfl 
the  fews ,  where  he  is  faid  to  be,  Ne  afpcclu  qiddem  hone^us :  but  hear 
the  third,  which  will  fright  you  to  hear,in  his  Trad  of  the  flefh  of  Chrifl: 
.^Adeoutnec  hitmance  hone  (talis  corpta  fnity  tacentihus  apudnos  quoque 
^Prophetis  de  ignobill  afpeBu  ejm^ipfa  pajfioneSy'ipf<ieqHe  contumelice  lO' 
quuntiir  y  pajftones  qiddem  humanam  carnem  \  coht/melia  vero  inhonefiam. 
An  aufm  ejjct  aliqim  imgue  fummo  perftvlngeYe  corpm  novum  ?  sputami- 
nibm  contaminane  faciem  n't  ft  meyemem,  &€>    Let  us  fee  what  Mounfieur 
7^««t  thinks  ofthis;  and  whether  he  be  of  thefefharp  and  four  ones 
that  would  take  from  Heaven  its  ftars,and  from  the  Earth  its  flowers. 
Certainly  my  cenfurer  is  of  this  number  y  for  I  perceive  beauty  ofFends 
him,  and  he  would  eafily  fubfcribe  to  TertuUians  opinion.   Yet  fay  no 
more  to  him  of  all  this,  but  that  which  he  mufl  needs  knowjand 
fpare  fending  out  a  fecond  Procefs  againd  a  man  that  hath  too  much  of 

the 
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the  fir  ft,  and  dcferves  you  fhould  take  fomc  care  of  his  quiet  \  fince  he 
is  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart, 
FromB^/^<i^io.of 
March  l^M-  Sir,    Yoia,&c. 


To  My  Lord  the  Bijhop  of  Nantes. 
Letter     XXV. 

IT  is  told  me  from  all  parts  that  you  fpeak  of  me ,  as  one  that  is  dear 
unto  you ,  and  of  my  ill  fortune ,  as  of  a  thing  that  concerns  you.  It" 
th's  tcndernefs  proceed  from  a  foft  effeminate  Tpiric,  yet  it  would  nor 
be  without  meric ;  and  oblige  me  infinitely  unto  you  j  but  now  that  in- 
comes from  a  feeling  of  the  purefl  fpirit  in  the  World  ,  and  the  leafi 
capable  of  weaknels  *,  how  much  ought  I  toefteem  it,  and  of  howgreac 
price  to  value  it?  Ir  wants  not  much  of  making  me  love  that  grief 
which  procures  me  fo  glorious  a  confolation  h  and  I  vow  unto  you,  thac 
to  bepittied  of  you,  is  a  more  pleafing  thing  than  to  be  favoured  of  the 
Court.  In  that  Countrey  men  go  upon  fnares  and  ruines;  the  beft 
places  there  are  fo  flippery  that  few  can  ftand  upright  >  and  if  the  mife- 
rable  pretenders  avoid  a  fuddcn  falling  ,  it  is  by  enduring  a  tedious  tof- 
fing :  receiving  perpetual  affronts,  and  returning  perpetual  fubmifTions. 
I  therefore  like  much  better  to  hide  my  felf  here  with  your  good  fa- 
vour ,  and  my  own  good  quiet,  than  to  bear  a  fhew  there  with  their 
frights  and  four  looks ;  and  1  blefs  the  windes  ,  and  count  my  Ship- 
wrack  happy  which  hath  caft  me  back  upon  my  old  home.  Some  thac 
were  more  fenfible  than  my  felf,  would  in  this  cafe  complain  of  the 
World  9  but  I  content  my  felf  to  forget  it :  I  will  neither  have  War, 
nor  commerce  with  the  World  :  I  have  founded  a  retreat  to  all  my  paf- 
fions  *,  as  well  thofe  that  be  troublefom,as  thofe  that  be  pleafing  •,  and 
I  proteft  onto  you  Sir,  I  fhould  read  with  more  delight ,  a  relation  of 
one  of  your  walks  at  Cadillac  ^  than  the  moft  delightfom  paffage  of  all 

the  German  Hiflory :  when  I  think  upon  you  in  company  with , 

me  thinks  I  fee  Lalius  come  to  vifite  Scipio ,  and  confirming  him  in  the 
refolotion  he  hath  taken  to  ftand  aloof  from  the  tumults  and  turbulcn- 
ciesof  worldly  affairs ;  and  by  a  quiet  retreat  to  place  his  virtue ,  and 
his  glory  in  a  fure  hold.  I  am  extreamly  glad  of  the  honour  he  will 
do  my  Father  to  pafs  this  way,  and  bring  you  along  with  him  j  and  yon 
may  well  think  that  after  this  I  fhall  not  reckon  oar  Village  inferiour  to 
Tempe^  or  to  Tyvoly.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fit  of  an  Ague,which  is  now 
leaving  me,  but  very  quickly  to  return  j  I  would  go  as  far  as  T^ochel  ro 

meet 
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meet  with  this  good  fortune,  that  I  might  be  at  the  firft  opening  of 
thofc  LargelTes  of  the  Church,  which  a  mouth  fo  holy  and  eloquent  as 
yours  mufl  needs  diftribuce.  But  I  am  not  happy  enough  to  fee  you, 
and  gain  a  Jubilee  both  an  once  >  It  mufl  be  your  pleafure  to  be  fo  gra- 
cious as  to  accept  of  fuch  a  complement  as  I  am  capable  of  >  and  to  reft 
aflured  with  my  aflfuring  you  by  this  melTcnger  that  I  am,  and  alwayes 
will  be  with  all  the  forces  of  my  Soul, 

At  Bal'^^H  1 3.  M^y  165  j.  Sir ,  Touu  &(- 

Another  to  the  fame- 

Letter     XXVI. 
Sir, 

THcre  are  fomc  of  your  bounties  I  hive  caufe  to  complain  of;  they 
are  fuch  as  cannot  be  acknowledged  jand  in  the  leaft  of  your  anions 
you  are  fo  great ,  that  if  I  take  meafurc  of  my  lelf  by  you,  I  cannot  ap- 
pear but  very  little.  Your  liberality  makes  me  rich,  but  withall  it  dif- 
covers  my  nccclTity ,  there  being  no  proportion  between  you  and  me, 
how  extreara  foe?er  my  poircfTion  be,  it  can  be  no  competent  price  for 
yours  •,  and  in  the  Commerce  that  is  between  us,l  return  you  but  Flints 
for  Diamonds,  yet  I  prefent  them  to  you  but  in  forma,  pauperis,  not  as  a 
MouncibankiSc  know  I  give  you  nothing,though  I  keep  notlMng  for  my 
fclf.  I  am  well  alTurcd  Sir,  that  I  honour  you  infinitely,butam  infinitely 
unfatisfied  to  offer  you  fo  mean  a  thing,  there  is  norcafonable  man  that 
r'oth  not  as  much,&  fwcc  fo  much  is  due  to  you  for  oneiy  your  virtue, 
howmuch  am  I  to  pay  you  more  for  your  afFeftion  ?  Of  this  lafl  moyity 
1  am  altogether  Non-folvent^my  fervices^my  bloud  aie  not  all  worth  itj 
and  I  confefs  unto  you,  I  fhiU  never  be  able  to  deferve  but  rhefe  four 
words  of  your  Letter,  Non  difcedo  abs  te  Mi  Fill,  fed  avcUor  \  nor  thofe 
'Felicias  in  Chrifto  meas ',  nor  this,  Dulce  decus  mziim  ,  with  which  you 
graced  me  at  another  time.  Mounfieur  Gyrard,  who  knows  all  my  fe- 
crcts,  and  offers  to  be  an  agent  for  me  with  you  ,  will  tell  you  with  a 
better  grace  how  fcnfible  I  am  of  your  fo  great  favours,  and  how  proud 
of  fo  illuflrious  an  adoption  as  you  are  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  ',  of 
which  I  make  far  greater  reckoning  then  to  be  adopted  into  the  family, 
of  the  Fabiansy  or  the  t^arcelli  ^  you  fhall  alfo  hear  by  him  j  that  fincc 
yow  departure  from  hence,  you  have  been  (I  may  fay)  folemnly  invo- 
catcd,  and  mofl  honourable  commemoration  hath  been  made  of  you  in 
all  our  innocent  diforderly  wakes.  Our  Curate  believes  verily  that  your 
prefencc  hath  brought  a  blelTing  to  the  fruits  of  our  Parifh^and  we  look 
for  better  Harvefts  then  our  neighbours ,  who  had  not  the  happinefs 
thereof  as  we  had.     There  is  therefore  juft  caufe  that  every  week  we 

make 
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make  a  feaft  upon  the  day  of  your  coming  to  BuLt^c^  Et  ut  tlbi  tanquam 
futuro  in  pofterum  loci  Genio  non  mo  poculo  libetur.  If  this  kinde  of  ac- 
knowledgement will  content  you  ,  I  fhall  perfectly  acquit  ray  fclf  of 
performing  my  duty,  having  learned  in  Lorrain,  and  the  Low  Countre}  s 
the  means  of  teftifying  that  1  am 
At  B<j/^«c  6.  of  fune  1633.  Sir ,  Yoiir^&c. 

Another  to  him- 

Letter    XXVII. 
Sir, 

T Hough  I  know  the  good  deferts  of  - are  not  unknown  unto 
you,and  that  you  need  no  forraign  commendation  to  incrcafe  your 
refpeds  towards  him,yet  I  cannot  hold  from  doing  a  thing  fuperfluous-, 
&  aflfiire  you  by  thcfe  few  lines  that  it  will  be  no  blemifh  to  your  judge- 
ment to  let  him  have  your  Tcftimony  of  his  piety.  Ever  fince  the  time 
he  renounced  his  errour  jhe  hath  continued  firm  and  ftedfaft  in  the  do- 
ftrine  you  taught  him :  of  an  erroneous  Chriftian  you  made  him  an  Or- 
thodox ,  and  your  hand  is  too  happy  to  plant  any  thing  that  doth  not 
profper.  He  is  therefore  your  workmanfhip  in  Chrift  Jefus ,  and  other- 
wife  fo  perfeft  a  friend  ofmine,that  I  know  not,  if  in  the  order  of  my 
afFcdions  ,  I  ought  not  tofet  him  in  equal  rank  with  my  own  brother. 
This  at  leaft  I  know,  that  the  leaft  of  his  bufmcfles  is  the  greateft  of 
mine,  and  I  will  not  onely  part  your  favour  between  him  and  me ,  but 
will  become  your  debtour  for  the  whole  my  feif  alone.  I  am  now  po- 
lifhing  thofe  writings  which  I  had  condemned,  but  that  you  afkcd  their 
pardon  ',  and  fince  it  is  your  will  they  fhould  noc  perifh  ,  I  revoke  my 
fentcnce,  and  I  am  refolved  your  felf  (hall  be  the  other  perfon  of  my 
Dialogue  ;  after  the  example  of  that  Roman  you  love  fo  well ,  whofe 
books  of  Philofophy  are  commonly  his  conferences  with  Erutin  ,  or 
other  Sages ,  the  true  and  natural  judges  of  fuch  matters  j  yet  Sir  it  is 
impofTible  for  me  todiffemble  any  longer  a  grief  I  have  at  my  heart,and 
to  end  my  Letter  without  letting  you  fee  a  little  cut  you  have  given  me 
there  >  you  made  me  a  promife  to  come  back  by  BaL%ac ,  and  now  you 
have  taken  another  way  :  Thus  the  wife  men  of  the  Eaft  dealt  with  He- 
rod  ',  yet  I  am  neither  Tyrant  nor  enemy  to  the  Son  of  God.  This  kinde 
of  proceeding  is  far  unlike  the  Belgick  fincerity ,  and  it  is  not  fit  for 
Saints  to  mock  poor  finners.  But  how  unkindely  (bever  you  deal  with 
me ,  I  can  never  turn  Apoftaca ,  and  fliould  you  prove  more  cruel,  I 
fhould  yet  never  be 
From  Bal'3:ac  15.  Sir ,  But  your,  &c, 

OM*  i6$s. 
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To . 

Letter    XXVIII. 
Sir, 

Since  you  have  taken  pleafure  iu  obliging  me,  I  will  not  have  youf 
have  the  grief  fo  iofe  your  Obligation,  nor  that  my  incompetent 
acknowledgement  fhould  make  you  have  the  lefs  ftomack  for  doing 
good.  1  know  your  goodnefs  is  clear  and  free  from  all  forraign  rc- 
I'pefts,  and  hach  no  motive  butitfelfj  it  is  not  at  any  mans  prayers 
that  the  Sun  rifeth  >  neither  doth  he  fhine  the  more  for  any  mans 
thanks  J  your  courtcfies  are  of  like  condition  :  Your  favours  have  not 
been  procured  by  my  making  fuit  *,  and  as  of  my  part  nothing  hath 
gone  before  the  kindeneffcs  I  have  received  ,  fo  on  your  part  I  aifurc 
my  felf  you  expeft  nor  that  any  thing  fhould  follow  ihem  ;  yet  fome- 
thing  muft  be  done  for  examples  fake  5  and  not  to  give  this  colour  for 
/hewing  little  courtefie  to  fuch  as  complain  that  men  are  ungratefull. 
The  place  where  you  arc  is  full  of  fuch  people  ;  all  commerces  are  but 
Amufements  ,  and  to  make  men  believe  the  whole  World  is  given  to 
deceive*,  and  it  is  a  great  merit  in  you  that  you  can  follow  lb  forlorn 
and  folicary  a  thing  as  truth  is  in  a  Countrey  where  Divines  maintain 
her  but  weakly,  and  where  fhe  dares  fcarce  be  fecn  in  a  Pulpit,  doth  it 
not  fhew  an  extraordinary  courage  to  take  upon  him  to  diflribute  her 
amongft  the  pretenders,and  that  in  open  Theater  ?  It  is  no  mean  hardi- 
nefs  to  be  good  at  the  Court  y  to  condemn  falfe  Maxims  where  they 
have  made  a  Seft,  and  where  they  have  gotten  the  force  of  Laws.  I 
have  been  afTared  you  mak^  profeffion  of  this  difficult  virtue,  and  that 
inthegreateflheatofcalumny,  and  the  coldeft  zfTiflance  that  ever  a 
poor  innocent  had,  you  have  been  pafTionately  afFefted  in  my  behalf, 
bein^  altogether  unknown  unto  you ,  but  by  the  oncly  reputation  of 
ny  ill  fortune  ;  and  ever,  at  this  prefent  you  are  raking  care  of  fomc 
affairs  of  minc,which  I  in  a  manner  had  abandoned ;  and  upon  the  re- 
port you  heard  of  my  negligence  you  make  me  offer  of  your  pains  and 
mdoflry.  The  onely  ufing  your  name  were  enough  for  all  this^I  might 
well  fparc  my  own  unprofitable  indeavours,  where  my  ncgligence,be- 
ing  favoured  by  you,  fliall  without  all  doubt  be  crowned.  You  have 
heard  fpeak  of  that  Gyfcww,whom  the  love  of  Philofophy  made  to  for- 
get the  tilling  ofhis  grounds  and  of  whom  AriHotle  faid  that  fee  was 
wife,  but  not  prudent.  He  found  a  friend  that  fupplied  the  defeft  of 
his  own  ill  hufbandry,  and  repaired  the  ruins  of  his  houfe.  If  my  eftate 
were  like  his,  I  fhould  expeft  from  you  the  like  favour  -,  but  I  alk  not  fo 
much  at  this  time.    All  that  I  defirc  now,  ——  hath  promifed  me  a 
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dozen  times  over  j  and  I  fee  no  reafon  to  diftruft  an  Oracle.  He  is  nei- 
ther infpired  by  any  falfe  Deity,  nor  hath  made  me  any  doubtfull  an- 
fwer  j  fo  that  rcfifting  my  felf  upon  this  foundation,  there  feems  to  have 
been  a  kinde  of  Religion  in  my  negligence  :  and  I  am  not  altogether  in 

fomuch  blame,  as would  make  you  think  me.  He  is,  I  deny  not, 

an  Authour  worthy  to  be  credited ',  and  his  teflimony  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived j  but  yet  he  hath  notthcgiftof  not  erring,  and  never  believe 
him  more,  than  when  he  affures  you  that  I  am 
From  Bd\ac  9.  of  Tebi.\  1 6go.  Sir,  Tour, z^c. 

To  MoHnfieur  du  Pleix,  the  Kings  Hifioriographer, 

Letter     XXIX- 

sir. 

Since  the  time  that  perfecution  hath  broken  out  into  flames  againfl 
me,  1  never  received  more  comfortable  affiftance  than  from  your 
felf*,  and  1  account  your  ftrength  fo  great,that  I  cannot  doubt  of  the 
goodncfs  of  a  caufc  which  you  approve.   You  were  bound  by  no  Ob* 
ligation  to  declare  your  fclf  in  my  behalf,  and  you  might  have  conti- 
nued Neutral  with  decency  enough  j  but  the  noblcnefs  of  your  minde 
hathpalTcdover  thefe  petty  rules  of  vulgar  Prudence  j  and  you  could 
not  cndufe  to  fee  an  honeft  man  opprciTed,  without  taking  him  into 
your  protedion.     This  is  to  fhew  me  too  much  favour  in  a  Kingdom 
where  Juflice  is  no  better  than  Mercenary,  and  where  it  is  bought  af- 
ter long  folliciting.     I  know  well  that  the  foundcft  part  is  of  my  fide  ; 
and  that  my  ftate  is  not  ill  amongft  the  wife  s  but  on  the  other  fide, 
there  are  fo  many  oppofites  on  the  By,  that  make  war  upon  me ;  that  I 
am  ready  to  leave  my  felf  to  the  mercy  of  the  multitude,  and  to  be 
pcrfwaded  by  the  number  of  my  enemies ,  that  I  am  in  the  wrong.    It 
is  therefore  no  fmall  Obligation  I  am  bound  to  you  in,  that  you  have 
preferved  the  liberty  of  your  judgement  amidft  the  alterations  and 
fadions  of  paffionate  men  \  and  have  taken  the  pains  to  clear  a  truth, 
which  is  to  me  of  great  advantage,  and  was  to  you  of  fmall  importance. 
I  do  not  dcfirc  that  men  fhould  count  me  learned :  this  quality  hath  of- 
ten troubled  the  peace  of  the  Church  ^  and  they  are  not  the  ignoranc 
that  make  Schifmes  and  Herefies :  And  lefs  I  pretend  to  the  art  of  well 
fpeaking  ;  many  bad  Citizens  have  ufed  this  as  an  inflrument  to  ruin 
their  Countrey  *,  and  a  dumb  wifdom  is  much  more  worth  than  an  ill 
minded  eloquence.    That  which  I  defire,  and  which  would  trouble  me 
much  to  have  taken  from  me  is  honefty  *,  of  which  onely  I  make  pro- 
fcffion,  and  without  which  we  are  never  able  to  attain  falvatfon ;  where 
with  all  the  Greek  and  Latine  of  our  books  wc  may  incurre  perdition, 

Moun- 
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Mounfieur  Gyrardj  a  man  you  dare  truft,  and  one  that  hath  never  bOrn  j 
falfe  witnefs  ,  will  anfwcr  for  me  concerning  this  laft  point.    He  hath 
fcen  my  Soul  to  the  very  bottom,  and  can  affure  you  without  deceiving 
you  J  that  I  am  no  lover  of  vice  ^  and  if  you  defire  alTurance  that  I  am  an 
cxtream  lover  of  virtue,  he  will  enter  into  bond  for  me  that  I  am 

At  Bal\ac  12.  Aug.  1630.  Sir ,  Tourj  &c. 


To  Momfteur  Maynard. 

Le  TT  E  R    XXV. 

si/-, 

THat  forrow  is  happy  which  hath  you  for  a  comforter.  I  finde  more 
contentment  in  your  paflionating  me,  than  1  finde  affiiftion  in 
others  perfecuting  me  :  and  I  am  far  from  wifhing  ill  to  an  age,to  which 
I  am  beholding  for  fo  excellent  a  friend.  In  this  refpeft  I  eafily  pardon 
it,  the  wrong  you  fay  it  hath  done  me  >  and  fhould  be  more  unjufl  than 
it  felf  is ',  if  being  beholding  to  it  for  a  treafure  ,  I  fhould  think  much 
to  partake  of  its  iron  and  ruft.  It  is  not  now  onely  that  opinion  go- 
verns the  World  i  there  hath  been  difputing  againft  reafon  in  all  ages. 
Contentions  and  Herefics  have  ever  been ,  and  the  truth  it  felf  was  not 
believed,  when  it  came  into  the  World  in  perfon,  and  would  have  fpo- 
ken.  I^eek  not  the  favour  of  the  multitude,  it  is  feldom  gotten  by  ho- 
nefl  and  iawfull  meansj  and  in  thatjEnchanttrs  have  had  fome advan- 
tage over  Prophets.  I  feek  the  Teftimony  of  few  j  I  number  not  voices 
but  weigh  them  rand  to  fhew  what  I  am  ,  one  honefl  man  is  Theater 
enough.  Therefore  never  trouble  your  felf  that  things  have  befallen 
me  as  I  made  account  they  would,  and  never  afk  for  reafon  of  the  vul- 
gar who  have  it  not.  Ignorance  can  never  be  jufl,  nor  go  right  in  the 
daik :  Alarms  are  given,  and  furprixes  are  made  by  the  favour  of  night: 
this  is  the  time  of  Murthers  and  Robberies ,  fhe  the  mother  of  dreamsj 
and  phantafms.  Your  felf  I  ave  had  yoar  part  in  this  experience  as  wellj 
as  others.  And  at  this  very  time  I  am  talking  with  you,  it  may  be  yortj 
are  accufed  by  fome  for  being  a  mifcrcanc ,  for  not  believing  that  Sainc 
GregoYy  made  prayers  to  God  for  Trajans  Soul ;  or  that  Saint  Taul  was 
ever  a  bofom  friend  of  Seneca.  It  may  be  you  are  called  Huguenpt  for 
doubting  the  infallibility  of  Philarchus ,  and  denying  fome  of  his  mira- 
cles. It  may  be  you  are  charged  with  feeking  in  vain  to  perfwadc  a 
Mafier  of  Art,  that  ArifioUe  had  as  much  learning  as  Kamtis ',  and  that 
Ciceroes  ftile  is  as  good  as  that  of  Lipfius.  What  fhall  Ifay  more  ?  Ic 
may  be  your  dear  and  well  beloved  CMttrtial  puts  you  to  more  pains  to 
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defend  him ,  than  to  imitate  him  *,  fome  fchollar  of  Muret  maintains 
boldly  againft  you,  that  he  is  a  bcaftly  Buflfon  j  and  peihaps  the  con-  ^ 
trary  will  not  be  believed  upon  your  bare  word. 

Forfiun  &ftupidas  bona  carmina  perdis  ad  aures. 

It  is  fie  to  laugh  at  fuch  diforder,  and  not  to  grow  in  choler  V  and  if 
you  will  make  a  Satyr  of  it,  that  it  be  of  the  Charader  of  Horace ,  and 
not  of  Juvennl.  I  cannot  abide  vfftories  thar  are  cruel  y  I  dfk  mercy 
for  my  enemies,  and  love  that  my  revenges  fhould  be  imperfit  and  thac 
your  Pen  fhould  not  be  bloudy,as  indeed  it  could  not  bf,  but  of  a  bafc 
obfcure  bloud  j  and  to  put  you  into  a  quarrel  unworthy  of  you  j  I  make 
too  great  a  reckoning  of  your  valour,  and  am  too  much 

From  Bal\ac  20, 
March  1612.  Sir,  YouTf&c, 


To  Momfisur  de  Defcourades. 

L    E     T    T    li    R      XXXI. 


MY  dear  Cofm  ,  if  I  could  with  any  honcfty  leave  the  bufinefs  I   1 
have  in  Angoumois ; fhould  not  go  into  Langiudoc  with-  ,1 

out  me  \  and  I  would  make  this  journey  of  purpofe  onely  to  have  the   ' 
happinefs  to  embrace  you ;  you  would  know  me  prefently  by  the  old  i 
ycUownefs  of  my  face  5  and  thereupon  the  force  of  bloud  would  draw 
along  with  it  a  little  tendernefs,  and  I  d«  not  believe  but  you  would 
make  a  difference  between  your  own  and  flrangers.     The  efFefts  of  . 
grace  defiroy  not  the  afFcdtions  of  nature  j  they  onely  take  away  thac   L 
which  is  impure  and  earthly  j  and  I  alTure  my  felf  you  do  not  love  me   ^ 
Icfs  than  you  did,  but  that  you  love  me  in  a  better  fafhion.    I  am  told   a 
that  the  kinde  of  life  you  have  chofen  is  not  auftere,  but  onely  to  your 
felf ;  and  that  your  Thorns  prick  no  body  elfe ;  in  truth,  a  devotion  that 
pleafeth  me  exceedingly,  and  I  could  never  away  with  this  fludied  itd^ 
ncfs,  which  difguifcth  the  hatred  it  bears  to  men ,  under  pretence  of 
the  love  of  God.    I  am  right  glad  you  have  taken  the  other  way,  be- 
caufe  we  may  now  come  fafely  to  you,  and  never  be  afraid  your  virtue    ; 
fhould  fcratch  us.    Chriflian  Philofophy  hath  nothing  in  common  with    ! 
theCynick.   This  difguifeth,  and  that  reformethj  one  compofcch  the    ' 
countenance,  the  other  regulates  the  fpiritjand  indeed  without  an  exaft 
managing  the  fuperiour  part  j  all  the  pain  that  is  taken  about  the  infe- 
riour  ijtono  purpofe  without  that,  Mortification  is  not  fo  good  as 
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carnality  i  and  if  you  do  notliing  but  change  your  cloath  of  Gold  for  a 
rufTc  t  Coac  9  and  your  cut-work  band  for  a  demy  collar ,  you  (hall  no 
doubt  be  a  lofcr  by  the  change.  But  the  cafe  is  not  fo  ;  you  have  Icfc 
cares  and  trouble, for  caimnds  and  quiet;  and  youpoiTets  a  happinefs 
which  icings  can  neither  keep  with  thcmfelves,  nor  fufFer  amongft  their 
Neighbours;  Ifpeakof  peace,  which  in  vain  is  expcftcd  from  ther  Al- 
liances and  from  their  Leagues,  being  not  to  be  obtained  but  onely  of 
God,  and  who  gives  it  not  bur  to  his  friends.  You  are  a  hiippy  man  to 
be  of  that  number  ,  and  you  may  believe  me  that  1  am  not  troubled 
about  it,  feeing  there  is  good  hope  I  may  have  a  benefit  by    it  my  felf, 

fi  and  that  your  pra)  ers  may  draw  me  after  y  ou  j  I  doubt  not  but  they  arc 
of  great  power  and  efficacy  ,  and  doubt  as  little  that  I  am  my  ielf  of 
the  number  of  thofc  you  hold  dear  unto  you  j  but  as  one  that  hath 
more  need  then  any  other,  I  conjure  you  to  double  them  unto  mc,who 
am  in  heart  and  Soul 

1  Sir,  My  dear  Cofir^ 

!       From  Balytc  4* 

of  :^aj  1635.  rmr^  &c. 


^  To  Mounfieur  d' Andilly.  ComfelloHr  of  the  King 

in  his  Counfels. 

Letter    XXXIL 

.Shy 

I  Perceive  that  Mounfieur  the  great  Mafler  is  a  great  extender  of  ex  - 
pofitions,  and  hath  tied  you  to  explain  your  fclf  in  a  matter  whereof 

I  I  never  doubted.  Herein  he  hath  exceeded  his  Commiflion,  and  done 
more  than  he  had  in  charge  to  do.  I  fcek  no  new  alTurance  of  your 
friendfhip  -,  this  were  to  fhcw  a  diflruft  in  the  old ,  whereas  the  founda- 
tion already  laid ,  is  fuch  that  makes  me  forbear  even  ordinary  duties, 
for  fear  I  fhould  make  fhew  to  need  them,  and  as  if  I  would  hold  by 

!  any  other  ftrength  then  your  own  inclination.  Care  and  diligence, 
and  affiduity  are  not  alwayes  the  true  marks  of  fjncere  afFcdlions,  which 
I  fpeak  as  well  in  your  behalf  as  my  own :  Truth  walks  now  adayes  with 
a  lefs  train ,  men  ufe  not  to  make  open  profeflion  of  it,  but  rather  to 
confefsit  as  a  fin :  her  enemies  are  Arong  and  open,  her  adherents  weak 
and  Iccret :  yet  Sir,  if  (he  were  in  more  dilgrace,  and  were  driven  out  of 
France  by  Proclamation :  I  fhould  believe  you  would  be  her  receiver, 
■nd  to  fiade  her  out ,  I  fhould  go  diredlly  to  Fomfone,     I  therefore  ne- 

I  ver  doubted  of  your  love  j  this  were  to  fhew  a  diftrufl  of  your  word  paft 
to  me :  I  marYclled  that ,.-.--..  knew  nothing  of  it ,  and  that  you  let 
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Mm  take  poflTcffion  of  his  government,  without  recommending  unt^  '' 
him,  your  friends  there.  To  fatisfie  my  felf  in  this  point,  I  faid  in  my 
minde,  that  certainly  this  proceeded  from  the  great  opmion  you  had  of 
his  juftice  y  and  that  conceiving  there  would  not  be  with  him  any  place  . 
for  grace  or  favour  y  you  would  not  do  me  a  (upcrfluous  office.   This  is 
the  interpretation  I  madeof  anomiflion  ,which  in  appearance  feemed 
toaccufc  you  *,  and  this  is  fhe  conjecture  I  made  of  your  filence,  before 
I  came  to  know  the  caufc.     Now  1  fee  I  was  in  the  wrong ,  to  imagine 
you  had  fuch  fubtil  conlidcrations  *,  or  that  you  were  rcftrained  by  fuch 
a  cowardly  wifedom  which  dares  not  alTure  the  good  to  be  good ,  leaft 
fuch  alluring  fhould  corrupt  it.     For  my  part  1  renounce  a  prudence  < 
that  isfo  daftardly  and  fcrupulous ,  that  fears  to  vet.rurc  a  word  for  a 
virtuous  friend,  becaufe  this  friend  is  a  man,  and  may  perhaps  lofc  his 
virtue.  You  do  much  better  than  lo,  and  I  am  i-lad  to  fiudt  you  not  lo 
jealous  of  the  glory  of  your  judgement,  but  that  you  can  be  contented 
to  be  flighted  and  fcorned  ,  when  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  a  friend 
you  love  :  let  us  leave  flegm  and  coldrefs  to  old  Senacours ',  and  never 
make  qucflion  whether  we  ought  to  call  them  infirmities  of  age,  or 
fruits  of  reafon :  There  arc  good  qualities  for  enabling  men  to  judge  of 
criminal  caufes ,  but  arc  nothing  worth  for  making  men  fit  to  live  in  fo- 
cicty  :  and  he,  of  whom  it  was  faid,  that  all  he  defired,  he  defjred  cx-  | 
treamly,  fecms  to  me  a  much  honcftcr  man  than  thofe  that  dcfirc  fo  i 
coldly  ;  and  are  fo  indifferent  in  their  dcfires.     If  you  were  not  one  of  ij 
thefe  violent  reafonable  men  ,  and  had  not  fome  of  this  good  fire  inj 
your  temper,  I  fhould  nor  have  your  approbation  fo  good  cheap.  That . 
which  now  galls  you,  would  not  at  all  touch  you*,  and  things  which  ^ 
nowdcfcend  to  the  bottom  of  your  Soul ,  would  pafs  away  lightly  be-  I 
fore  your  eyes.     I  hear  came  yefterday  a  man  to  fee  me ,  who  is  : 
not  fo  fenfible  of  the  pleafurcs  of  the  minde  *,  and  took  great  pitty  of  i 
me  and  my  Papers :  he  told  me  freely  that  of  all  knowledges  which  re-  i 
quire  fludy,  he  made  reckoning  of  none  but  fuch  onely  as  are  neceflTary  J 
for  life ',  and  that  he  more  valued  the  flileof  the  Chancery  than  that  of  i 
Cicero  j  he  more  efleemed  the  penning  of  a  Chancery  Bill ,  than  the  befl  . 
penned  Oration  that  ever  Cicero  writ.    I  thought  this  at  fiirft  a  flrange 
complement,  but  thinking  well  of  it,  I  thought  it  better  to  feem  to  be 
of  his  opinion,  then  undertake  to  cure  a  man  uncureable.     I  therefore 
anfwercd  him ,  that  the  Patriarch  Calarigitone  fo  famous  for  the  peace  i 
o(yervins,  was  in  a  manner  of  his  minde,  who  being  returned  from  his  U 
EmbafTage,  and  afked  what  rare  and  admirable  things  he  had  feen  at  | 
T^aru  i  made  mention  of  none  but  their  Cooks  fhops  \  faying  to  every  I 
body,  as  it  were  with  exclamation  yeramente  quelle  roftiferies  fono  Cofa 
fliipenda ',  as  much  as  to  fay  that  there  arc  Barbarians  elfewhere,  then  at 
iFf^and  Morocco,    One  half  of  the  World  doth  not  fo  much  as  cx 
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cufc  that  which  you  praifc :  our  merchandiic  is  cried  down  long  fince, 

and  to  bring  it  into  credit  again  and  puc  it  off,  there  had  need  return 

'nto  the  World ,   feme  new  ^ugujius  and  Antommis^ faith  ,  that 

whileft  he  waits  for  the  rcfarreftion  of  thefe  good  Princes;  he  is  re- 
folved  to  reft  himfelf:  and  not  to  publifh  his  Verles ,  till  they  fhall  be 
worth  a  Piftolc  a  piece.  I  fear  it  will  be  long  ere  we  fhall  fee  this  Edi- 
tion come  forth  *,  for  my  felf  who  make  no  fuch  reckoning  of  my 
Profc  j  I  have  no  purpofe  to  make  merchandife  of  it;  yet  defirc  I  not 
neither  to  tire  my  hands  with  writing  continually  to  no  profit.  I  mean 
to  make  hereafter  no  other  ufe  of  my  Pen  ,  then  to  require  my  friends 
/'to  let  me  hear  of  their  healths;  and  to  aflbrc  you  Sir^  that  I  am  no 
mans  more 
At  BAl'^^ac  12.  June  163  3.  Than  your^  ^c. 
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To  Momjienr  Conidxt. 
Letter    XXXIII. 


I  Had  a  great  longing  to  fee and  you  have  done  me  a  fpecial 
Kindencfs  to  fend  it  me  over.     Yet  I  muft  rell  you ,  that  your  fend- 
fng  It  gets  him  a  greater  refpeft  with  me  then  his  own  dcferving ,  and 
.   11  you  appoint  me  not  to  make  fome  reckoning  of  him ,  all  that  I  fhall 
00  for  his  own  fake,  will  be  but  to  bear  with  him.     A  man  had  need 
he  of  fanguine  complexion,  and  in  a  merry  vein  before  ,  that  fhould 
be  moved  to  laugh  at  his  poor  jefts.     Mclancholick  men  are  too  hard 
to  be  ftirt'd  j  that  which  goes  to  the  Centre  ot  other  mens  heartsiftayes 
I  ^  without  doors  in  theirs  *,  at  leaft  it  touchcth  but  very  weakly  the  out- 
'  •  ijdc  j  and  oftentimes  I  am  fo  fadly  difpofcd  and  in  fo  fullen  an  humour, 
that  if  a  jeafter  be  not  excellent,  I-  cannot  think  him  tolerable  nor  in- 
;  y^Tf  to  hear  him.   It  is  ctXK.^in  tht  Itaiiam  are  excellent  in  the  art  of 
y  je"'ng,and  I  could  mark  you  out  a  paflage  in  Boccace  that  would  have 
^    made— — -  and  all  his  predcceffours  the  Stoick  Philofophers  to 
lorfeit  their  gravity.  But  there  are  not  two  BoccaceSj  nor  two  Ariofioesy 
there  are  many  that  think  themfelves  pleafant  when  they  are  indeed 

ridiculous  *,  I  would  our  good would  leave  his  wrangling  about 

:  contrcvcrfies,  and  fall  to  this  kindc  of  writing  ,  in  which  in  my  opi- 
'  nion  he  would  prove  excellent.  This  would  draw  his  Genius  out  of 
i  Fetters,  and  give  it  the  extent  of  all  humane  things  to  play  in  j  onely 
he  fhodd  fpare  the  Church  for  hercldcftSon  fake,  and  forbear  the 
JPope  for  M.  the  Cardinals  fake,  onejof  the  Princes  of  his  Court. 
'  Thefe  are  refpefts  you  ought  to  have,  untill  your  converfion  furnifh 
<you  with  other  more  religious,  and  change  this  your  honcft  civility 

into 
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into  a  true  devotion.  If  wc  be  not  bound  to  fpeak  of  mens  religion 
revcrcntlyj  yet  we  are  bound  to  fpeak  fer.oully,  and  cv.n  at  this  day  we 
caJl  Lucian  an  Athcift  ,  ifor  fcoffing  at  thole  Gods  wiio  we  know  were 

falfe.  For  the  reft  Sir,  I  pray  take  heed  you  fiiew  not  my  Letter  to , 

he  would  give  me  a  territile  check  in  bthalf  of ,  he  would  not  in- 

durc  I  fhould  fpeak  fo  infolently  of  an  Auclior  approved  by  the  Aca- 
demy, De  gli  infenfati  de  Peroufe,  and  indeed  I  had  not  fpoken  as  I  did, 
but  that  I  dare  truft  your  filence,  and  know,  that  to  difcover  a  fecret  to 
you  is  to  hide  it.  Make  much  of  this  rare  virtue  and  never  leave  ir^  and 
be  pleafed  to  believe  me  that  I  am 
At  Balzac  1 5.  oi  June  1 53  3.  Sir ,  Toiir^&c, 

,  To  the  fame  another. 

Letter    XXXIV. 
Sir, 

I  Am  going  to  a  place  where  in  fpeaking  good  of  you  I  fhall  finde  no 
contradiftion,  and  where  your  virtue  is  fo  well  known,thac  if  1  fay  no- 
thing of  it  but  what  I  know,  I  am  fure  1  fhall  tell  no  news.  I  bring 
along  with  me  the  laft  Letter  you  writ  unto  me,and  mean  to  be  earneft* 

ly  intreatcd  by  Mounficur -  before  I  yield  to  grant  him  a  Coppy. 

As  for  Madam fhe  fhould  entertain  an  enemy  upon  this  pafporr, 

and  though  fhe  were  refolvcd  to  give  me  no  audience ,  yet  fhe  would 
never  deny  it  to  the  reader  of  your  writings.  I  know  of  what  account 
you  are  in  her  heart,  and  how  much  I  ought  to  fear^leafl  all  the  room 
there  be  taken  up  before  hand  with  your  favour.  Yet  fuch  opinion  I 
have  of  her  juftice,  that  I  willingly  make  her  Arbitratour  of  our  diffe- 
rence 9  and  require  her  to  tell  whether  fhe  think  I  have  done  wrong  to 
— —  -  in  dcfiring  him  to  give  over  his  going  to  Law,  and  to  pafs  the  reft 
of  his  daycs  in  more  quiet  and  fweet  imployments.  The  art  of  jcfting, 
whereof  I  fpeak  is  no  enemy  to  the  art  of  morality  whereof  you  fpeak, 
rather  it  is  the  moft  fubtle  and  moft  ancient  way  of  retailing  it  ;  And 
that  which  would  fright  men  ,  being  ufed  in  the  natural  form,  delights 
and  wins  them  fometimes  ,  being  ufed  under  a  more  pleafmg  mafk. 
Men  loath  a  wifcdom ,  that  is  drie  and  altogether  raw  i  it  rpuft  have  a 
little  feafoning,  fuch  a  kinde  of  fawce  as  Socrates  was  wont  to  make  it  j 
that  Socrates^l  fay,whom  all  the  Families  of  Philofophers  account  their 
Founder,  and  acknowledge  for  their  Patriarch.  The  ftory  fayes  he  ne- 
ver ufed  to  fpeak  in  earned, and  the  age  he  lived  in  called  him  the  fcof- 
fcr.  In  Tlatoes  book  you  fhall  finde  little  clfe  of  him  but  jefling  •,  with 
diforderly  perlbns  you  fhall  fee  him  counterfet  a  Lover ,  and  a  Drun- 
kard, thereby  to  claw  them  whom  he  would  take.     He  fhuns  the  f^ile 

03  ci 


J 


54  Th  Letters  ofMoHnfletir 

of  che  Dogmatifts ,  or  to  fpeak  definitively  or  things,  as  thinking  it  am 
inftrumcnt  of  Tyranny,  and  a  yoak  that  oppi  cffech  our  liberty.  In 
fhoi  c  he  handles  fcrious  matters  fo  little  ferioufly  that  he  feems  to  think 
the  fliorteft  way  ro  perfwade  was  to  pleafe  v  and  that  »rirtue  had  need 
ofdclight,  tomake  way  for  her  into  the  Soul.  Since  his  rime  there 
have  come  men  who  contented  not  themiclves  with  laughing,butmakc 
profcflion  of  nothing  elfe  ,  and  have  made  it  their  recreation  to  play 
upon  all  the  anions  of  humane  life.  Others  hav*:-  difguiled  themfelves 
into  Courtiers  and  Poets,  and  left  their  Ddemmaes  and  their  Syllo- 
gifmes  to  rum  jeaflcrs,  and  to  gtt  audience  in  priv)  Chambers.  We  fee 
then  the  World  had  not  alwayes  been  fad  before  Anolioznd  Bernia 
came  into  its  they  were  not  the  men  that  brought  it  firfl  to  be  merryj 
jeafting  is  no  new  invention  ,  it  was  the  firft  trade  that  wife  men  ufed  ; 
who  thereby  made  themfelves  fociable  amongfl  the  people.  Theophra- 
fins  who  fucceeded  Ariftotle  thought  it  no  difparagemenc  to  Philofo- 
phy,  nor  that  there  was  in  it  any  uncomclinefs  unfit  for  his  fchool  Ly- 
cceumy  he  is  excellent  at  defcriptions,and  counterfeitings,  and  his 
Charaftersare  as  fo  many  Comedies,  but  that  they  be  not  divided  in- 
to Ad:s  and  Scenes^and  that  they  reprefent  but  onely  one  perfon.  S"e- 
neca^  as  folemne  and  of  as  fullen  humour  as  he  was  otlierwife,  yet  once 
in  his  life  would  needs  be  merry,  and  hath  left  us  that  admirable  Apo- 
theofts  of  Claudius ,  which  if  it  were  lofl,  I  would  withafl  my  heart  give 
one  of  his  books  dc  Bmeficiis  to  recover  again  j  and  a  much  greater 
ranfom  if  it  were  polTible  to  get  it  entire.  No  doubt  but  you  have  heard 
fpeak  of  the  Cafarsy  of  the  Emperour/w/w^z ;  that  is  to  fay,  of  thefports 
of  a  fevere  manjandofthemirthof  a  melancholick  man.  And  from 
whence  think  you  had  the  J^cnippaan  Saryrs  their  names  *,  Things 
fo  much  efteemcd  of  by  antiquity ,  and  under  which  title  the  learn- 
ed Varro  comprifed  all  wifcdom  divine  and  humane,  even  from 
Menippus  the  Philofopher ,  who  was  of  a  Seft  fo  auftere ,  and  fo  great 
an  enemy  to  vice ,  that  jfuftus  Lipfius  doubts  not  to  fet  it  in  com- 
parifon  with  the  mofl  flrid  and  reformed  order  of  the  Church.     I 

am  much  deived  but  Madam -will  not  be  found  fo  fcrupulous  as 

you,  but  will  give  her  voice  in  favour  of  an  opinion  authorifed  by  fo 
great  examples.  And  indeed  Sir,  why  fhould  you  not  like  that  our 
friend  fhould  referve  fome  mirth  and  fome  pleafure  for  his  old  age  ?  and 
having  declaimed  and  difputed  abroad  all  day,  fhould  come  at  night  to 
have  fome  merry  talk  in  his  own  lodging?  why  fhould  you  think  it 
amif:,that  after  fo  many  wars  and  Jcumbats  I  fhould  counfcl  him  to  re- 
frefh  himfelf  with  a  moie  eafie  and  lefs  violent  kinde  of  writing;  and  to 
afford  us  fuch  wares  as  may  be  received  as  well  at  T{omei%  at  Geneva.  ? 
Thefe  thirty  years  he  hath  been  a  Fencer  upon  Paper,  and  hath  furnifh- 
ed  all  Europe  with  fuch  fpedacles  ?  why  fhould  he  not  now  give  over  a 

quar- 
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quarrel  that  he  is  never  able  lO  compofc  ?  He  may  in  my  opinion  ho- 
neftly  (ay,  it  u  enough^  and  conrenr  himfelf  to  have  outlived  his  old  adt 
verfarics,  wichour  ftaying  to  look  for  new.  Having  had  to  do  with 
Mounfieur  .trffeteau ,  and  with  Cardinal  Taron  y  \t  would  be  a  fliame 
for  him  to  meddle  now  with  a  dizzy  headed  father,  or  with  the  Antick 
oi  Roan  \  and  a  poor  ambirion  it  would  be  in  my  judgement  to  creft 
Trophies  of  two  fuch  broken  Babies  i  it  were  better  he  left  individuals 
and  fell  to  judge  of  fpecies  in  general,  and  that  he  would  confider 
other  mens  follies  without  partaking  of  them.  It  were  better  to 
difacdit  vice  by  (corn,  then  to  give  it  reputation  by  invcftives,and  to 
laugh  with  fuccefs ,  then  to  put  himfelf  in  Choler  without  profit. 
Though  there  be  many  forts  of  difciplining  men,  and  correfting  their 
manners*,  yet  I  for  my  part  am  for  this  fort,  and  finde  nothing  fo  ex- 
cellent as  a  Medicine  that  plcafcs.  Many  men  fear  more  the  bitternefs 
of  the  potion  that  is  given  them,  then  the  annoyance  of  the  infirmity 
that  offends  them  *,  we  would  fain  go  to  health  by  a  way  of  plearure,and 
heffhouldbe  a  much  abler  man  that  could  }pwge  with  Rafpkes  9  then 
he  that  fhould  do  it  with  Rhubarbe.  Our  Gentleman  by  -----  his  leave 
is  none  of  rhcfe  *,  for  commonly  he  neither  inflrufts  nor  delights ,  he 
neither  heals  nor  flatters  their  paflions  that  read  him  j  he  hath  neither 
inward  trcafure  nor  outward  pomp ;  and  yet  I  can  tell  you,  as  beggarly 
and  wretched  as  he  is,  he  hath  been  robbed  and  ranfacked  in  France, 
He  could  not  fave  himfelf  from  our  Thcevcs  >  and  you  may  fee  fome  of 
his  fpoils  which  t  prefent  you  here. 

3lj  fidling  Dofior  in  bis  vifage  various^ 
Had  twice  as  many  hands  as  had  Briareus; 
rhere  tvos  not  any  morfeHn  the  difh 
Which  he  with  c^es  and  fingers  did  not  fijh  9 

And  fo  forth. 

Yon  fee  we  live  in  a  Countrey  where  even  Beggars  and  Rogues  can- 
not pafs  in  fafety  ;  though  they  have  nothing  to  lofe,  yet  they  lofe  for 
all  that,  and  men  pull  the  hairs  even  from  them  that  are  bald.  There 
is  no  condition  fo  ill  but  is  envied  of  fome,  no  pvoerty  fo  great  which 
leaves  not  place  for  injuries.  Cottages  are  pillaged  as  well  as  Pallaces; 
and  though  covetoufncfs  look  more  after  great  gains,  yet  it  fcorns  not 
fmall.  But  all  this  while  you  muft  remeniber  that  my  difcourfc  is  al- 
legorical, and  that  I  fpeak  of  Poets  and  not  of  Trcafurcrs.  I  am 

At  Sal'^ac  2$.  of  Sir ,  Tour,  &c. 

Sept.  1^30. 
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To  mj  Lord  the  Mnrefchall  Dcffiat. 

Letter    XXXV. 
Sir, 

T Hough  I  know  your  life  is  full  of  bufmcfs ,  and  that  it  hath  nei- 
ther ftftival,  nor  day  of  reft  ',  yet  I  am  fo  vain  as  to  fancy  to  my 
fclf  that  I  fhall  be  able  to  fufpend  this  your  continual  aftion  ,  and  that 
the  recreation  1  fend  you  fhall  finde  fomc  place  amidft  your  affairs: 
you  are  not  one  to  be  wrought  upon ,  you  know  the  true  value  of 
things  ,  and  fee  in  Arts  thofe  fecrets  which  none  but  Artifts  them- 
Iclvcs  fee.  There  is  no  thinking  therefore  to  deceive  you  by  a  fhew 
of  good,  andbyfalfeflafhes  of  reputation  j  no  way  to  gain  eftima- 
tion  with  you,  bat  by  lawfull  waycs,  and  rather  by  fecking  com- 
mendation from  ones  felf,than  teftimony  from  others.  This  is  the  caufe 
that  I  come  aiwayes  direftly  to  your  felf ,  and  never  feek  to  get  a  fa- 
vour by  canvafing  and  fuit ,  which  is  not  ito  be  gotten  but  by  merir. 
If  ray  book  be  good  it  will  be  a  follicitour  with  you  in  my  behalf  -,  and 
if  it  make  you  pafs  fome  hours  with  any  contentment ,  you  will  let  me 
underftand  it  when  you  have  read  it.  Howfoever  I  hope  you  will 
grant ,  that  the  Penfion,  which  the  Kjng  gives  me,  is  no  excefs  that 
needs  reformation  '■,  and  that  none  will  accufe  you  of  ill  hulbandry, 
if  you  pleafe  to  pay  me  that  which  is  my  due.  There  have  been 
heretofore  in  the  place  that  you  are  mow  in  certain  wilde  unlettered 
peifons  5  who  yet  made  fliow  of  valuing  humane  learnings ,  and  to 
refpeft  thofe  graces  in  others  which  were  wanting  in  themfelves ',  for- 
cing their  humour  and  fweetning  their  countenances  to  win  the  love 
of  learned  men  *,  and  either  out  of  opinion,  or  out  of  vanity  have  re- 
vered that  which  you  ought  to  love  out  of  knowledge,  and  for  the 
intereft  you  have  in  it  ,  I  fay  for  the  intereft ,  becaufe  bcfides  the 
virtues  of  peace ,  having  in  you  the  virtues  of  war ;  it  concerns  you 
not  to  leave  your  good  atchievements  to  adventure ,  but  to  caft  your 
eyes  upon  fuch  as  are  able  to  give  your  merits  a  teftimony  th«t  may 
be  lafting ,  I  dare  not  fay  that  I  my  felf  am  one  of  that  number,  but  thus 
nnuch  I  can  afture  you  moft  truly  that  I  am 

At  Bal-x^ac,  20.  Sir ,  Tow,  &c. 
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To  Momfieur  Granicr. 
Letter  XXXVL 


"I 


SI  R,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  27.  of  the  lafl  moneth  j  but 
it  makes  mention  of  a  foimtrjvvhich  never  came  to  my  hands :  and  ic 
muft  needs  be  that  fortune  hath  robbed  mc  of  it ,  for  fear  1  fhould 
be  too  happy  ,  and  fhould  have  two  pleafures  in  Sequence.  This  is 
an  accident  which  1  reckon  amongft  my  misfortunes  i  and  I  cannot  fuf- 
ffcicntly  complain  of  this  Violacour  of  the  Law  of  Nations ,  who  hath 
been  fo  cruel  as  to  break  our  Commerce  the  very  firfl  day  of  our  en- 
tring  into  it ;  and  to  make  roe  poor  without  making  himfclf  rich.  I  am 
more  troubled  for  this  lofs,  than  for  all  thatiliallbe  faid,  or  written 
againft  me:  Slander  hath  a  goodly  catch  of  it  to  be  at  war  with  me,  it 
fhall  never  make  me  yield  j  it  is  an  evil :  is  it  not  a  glory  for  a  private 
man  to  be  handled  infuchminner,as  Princes  &:  their  Officers  arc?  And 
is  it  not  a  mark  of  greatnefs  to  be  hated  of  thofc  one  doth  not  know.? 

I  never  fought  after  the  applaufe  of ,  which  cannot  chufe  but 

have  corrupt  affeftions  in  fuch  fort,  that  did  they  praifc  me  ,  I  fhould 
afk  what  fault  I  had  done  ?  Though  their  number  were  greater  than  you 
make  it,  this  would  be  no  great  novelty  to  me ,  who  know  that  truth 
goes  feldom  in  the  throng  i  and  hath  in  all  times  been  the  Po(Tcflion 
but  of  a  few.  Even  at  this  day,  for  one  Chriftian  there  are  fix  Maho- 
metans *,  and  there  was  a  time  when  Ingemm  orbu  ,  &fe  Arrianum  cjfc 
miYatus  eft.  If  God  fuffer  men  tobe  miftaken  in  matters  of  fo  great  im- 
portance, where  their  falvation  is  at  ftake^  why  fhould  I  expcft  he  fhould 
take  care  to  illuminate  them  in  my  caufe  which  no  way  concerns  them; 
and  to  preferve  them  from  an  crrour  which  can  do  them  no  hurt? 
Whether  I  be  learned,  or  ignorant*,  whether  my  eloquence  be  true,  or 
falfc,  whether  my  Pearls  be  Oriental,  or  buc  of  l^enice :  what  is  all  this 
to  the  Common  wealth  ?  There  is  no  caufe  the  publick  fhould  trouble 
it  fclf  about  fo  light  a  matter ;  and  the  fortunes  of  France  depend  not 
upon  it.  Let  the  I(wg5fub>efts  believe  what  they  lift  j  let  them  enjoy 
the  liberty  of  confcience  which  the  Kjngi  Edids  allow  them.  A  man 
mufl  be  very  tender  that  can  be  wounded  with  words;  and  he  muft  be 
in  a  very  apt  difpofirion  to  die,that  lets  himfelf  be  killed  by  Philarchasj 
or  Scioppius  his  Pen.  For  my  fclf  I  take  not  matters  fo  to  heartjnor  am 
fenfiblc  in  fo  high  a  degree.  The  good  opinion  of  honefl  mindes,  is  to 
Kie  a  foveraign  remedy  againfl  all  the  evils  of  this  nature.  I  oppofc  a 
little  choife  number ,  againfl  a  tumultuary  multitude*  and  count  :my 
felf  flrong  enough,  having  you  on  my  fide  j  and  knowing  you  to  be  as 
vigorous  a  friend  of  mine,  as  I  am 
From  Bal':^ac  i$,  Feb.  16^1,  Sir,   tQUfy&c* 

to 
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To  Mounfieur  Gaillard. 

Letter    XXXVIL 
Sir, 

I  Am  unfortunate,  but  I  am  not  faulty,  I  was  allured  you  had  written 
to  me,  but  I  received  not  your  Letters.  You  have  been  my  dcfen- 
dour*,  and  I  have  been  a  long  time  without  knowing  to  whom  1  was 
bound  for  defending  me  :  whether  it  were  a  man  or  an  Angel  that  was 
come  to  my  fuccour.  Thcfe  are  honeft  fubtclties,  and  generous  fupe- 
rerogacions.  This  is  to  deceive  in  charity  ,  and  to  his  advantage  that 
is  deceived.  This  is  co  bring  again  that  good  time,  wherei»»  Kiiights  un- 
known came  to  Freemen,  that  were  opprclTcd,  wirhouc  telling  their 
names ,  or  (o  much  as  lifting  up  the  Beavers  of  their  Helmets.  Yoa 
have  dont  in  a  manner  the  like ',  you  [lav^e  hidden  your  (elf  under  a 
borrowed  fhape  s  thereby  to  rake  away  from  a  good  aftion,  all  appa- 
rence  of  vain  glory  ',  and  to  let  them  ihac  are  intereffedjfee,  that  you 
are  virtuous  vyichout  looking  tor  reward.  For  my  lelf  ^  I  do  not  think 
I  am  bound  ro  follow  the  intention  of  this  fcrupulous  virtue.  If  you 
have  a  will  to  fhun  noilV,and  the  voice  of  thc'people  \  yet  you  cannoe 
refufe  the  acknowledgement  of  an  honeft  man  :  nor  let  me  from  paying 
what  I  owe  you.  Becaufe  you  are  modeft ,  I  muft  not  therefore  be 
Dngratefull  as  I  am  not  by  my  good  will,  I  affure  you.  You  polTcfs  my 
bear r,  as  abiolutely,  as  you  have  juftly  purchafed  it  j  I  am  yours  by  all 
the  (or^s  of  righr ,  not  forgetting  that  of  the  wars.  I  will  even  believe 
that  my  enemy  hath  gotten  a  full  viftory ,  to  the  end  I  may  more  juflly 
call  you  my  Redeemer  *,  and  that  you  may  have  the  Crown  that  was  due 
to  him  had  faved  a  Citizen.  Mounfieur  BorftiUy  whofe  wifdom  and  in- 
tegrity you  know,  will  anlwer  for  the  truth  of  my  words:  and  for  my 
iclf » 1  fhall  need  no  furety,  when  I  fhall  be  able  to  teftifie  unto^you  by 
ny  anions  •  that  there  is  not  in  the  World  a  man  more  than  my  felf 

From  Balytc  22.  April  i dgo.  Sir,  Tour,  &c- 


To  Mounfieur  the  Mafier  Advocate  in  the  Parliaments 

Letter     XXXVIIL 
81R, 

I  Have  too  great  a  care  of  your  reputation ,  to  fcek  to  have  you  be 
found  a  liar.  It  fhall  not  lie  upon  me,  that  you  be  not  a  man  of  your 
word ;  and  that  your  friend  is  not  contented  ;  and  feeing  it  is  expefted 
to  fee  this  prefcnt  day  what  I  have  written  of  his  company  j  It  is  not  fit 

to 
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to  put  off  till  to  morrow.the  efFeft  of  your  promife  :  or  that  he  fhould 
languifh  in  the  expcflation  of  fo  fmall  a  thing.     It  is  true  my  book  is 
not  here,  and  my  memory  is  not  now  fo  faithful!,  that  I  dare  truft  ic  to 
deliver  that  I  gave  it  to  keep  :  yec  I  conceive  after  I  have  ftiired  it  uj^ 
in  your  name,  which  is  fodcar  unco  me,  I  fliall  finde  enough  to  fatif^ 
fie  your  defire,  and  receive  from  it  this  good  office.     I  leem  therefore 
to  remember  1  faid,  that  after  lo  many  years,  that  the  Chriflian  Mufes 
have  been  in  France :  he  is  the  onely  man  hach  eniertained  them  with 
honour  •,  and  hath  built  a  Pallace  for  this  foveraign  fcience  to  which  all 
other  are  fub)eft  and  inferiour.    He  hath  drawn  her  out  of  an  objcurc 
and  Cclofe  manfion  ,  where  like  the  poor  Socrates  fhe  difcourfed  in  pri- 
fon  of  the  fuprcam  felicity,  to  place  her  a  feat  worthy  of  her,  and  to  fee 
up  a  flatcly  and  fumptuous  race  for  the  c'Kercife  of  her  Children.  From 
hence  we  may  apprehend  the  dignity  and  merit  of  our  Sorbpn  :  for 
which  a  man  the  fullefl  of  bufmrfs  in  all  the  World ,  hath  yec  had  (o 
particular  a  care  amidft  the  moft  violent  agitationof  his  thoughts,  that 
the  defign  of  the  houfe  he  ereds  for  lacr,riaih  found  place  in  his  breaft, 
amidfl  the  Forts  and  Rampires  of  T{ochell.    if  our  prcdeceflfors  th^ 
Cmles  next  to  thtir  Gods,  gave  the  fecond  place  of  honour  to  their 
7:)ruide5,  who  fhewed  them  but  a  dim  a.id  confuted  light  of  the  ftate 
of  our  Souls  after  this  life  •,  what  rcfpeft  then ,  what  reverence  can  be 
too  great  for  thofe  venerable  Fathe-^s,  who  teach  us  by  a  knowledge 
mofl  infallible  j  what  the  chief  and  lupream  good  is ,  who  diicovei  to 
us  in  certainty,  the  things  that  are  above  the  Heavens,  who  make  us 
true  relation  of  that  admirable  Common-wealth  ot  happy  Citizens  thac 
live  without  bodies,  and  are  immaterial;  and  who  deliver  to  us  the 
wonders  of  the  intelledual  World  ,  more  pertinently  and   more  di- 
redly ,  than  we  relate  to  blinde  men  the  ornaments  of  this  viliblc 
World.     With  them  are  had  the  fprings  of  pure  Dodrine;  where  with 
others,  but  onely  Brooks  and  Streams  9  with  them  are  had  refolutions 
of  all  doubts,  remedies  for  all  poifons :  with'them  time  wrongs  not  an- 
tiquity ;  nor  doth  old  age  either  need  painting,  or  fear  tainting  :  with 
them  this  fixteenthage  of  the  World,  beholds  Chriflianity  prefcrvcd 
and  kept  in  its  firfl  luftre.     Seing  the  memory  of  the  moft  part  of  the 
7^ow^«e  Lords  is  perifhed  together  with  their  Baths,  their  Aquedufts, 
their  Races,  their  Amphitheaters  j  whereof  the  very  ruins  are  them- 
felves  ruined  and  loft ',  I  finde  that  AI.  the  Cardinal  undciftands  more 
than  ever  they  did  ,  and  goes  a  ftraighter  way  to  eternity,  travelling  in  4 
place  where  his  travel  can  never  perifh  and  leaving  the  care  of  his  name 
to  a  company  that  of  necefliry  fhrll  be  immortal,  and  fliall  fpeak  of  his 
magnificence  as  long  as  there  fhall  be  fpeaking  of  fm  and  grace,of  good 
and  evil  Angels  of  the  pains  and  rewards  of  the  life  to  come.  I  believe 
I  have  not[fpoken  any  further  of  it :  and  1  think  I  could  not  have  fpo- 

ken 


6q  The  Letters  ofMounJteuy 

jken  lefs :  it  is  Uwfull  for  us  to  fee  a  price  upon  our  own  9  and  if  an 
ancient  Writer  faid ,  that  more  worthy  men  came  forth  of  Ifocrates 
School  i  than  out  of  the  Trojan  Horfe :  why  may  not  we  fay  as  much 
of  Alberms  Magnus ,  and  of  Saint  Thomas  ?  Me  thinks  I  hear  our 
Countrey  men  fpeak  of  nothing  elfe  5  but  of  the  Lycaum  and  of  the 
Academy  :  and  it  is  now  five  and  twenty  years  that  I  have  beaten  my 
brains  about  the  Gymnofophifts  the  Brachmanes  and  the  Rabbins: 
but  when  all  is  done,  we  (hould  remember  that  we  are  Chriftians; 
and  that  we  have  Philofophers  that  arc  nearer  to  us ,  and  ought  to  be 
dearer  to  us  than  all  they.  I  am  glad  occafion  hath  been  offered  me 
to  put  my  opinion  hereof  in  writing  ',  and  thereupon  to  let  you  know 
I  make  no  myftery  of  my  writings  -,  and  efpecially  with  you  ,  to  whom 
!  have  opened  my  very  heart  j  and  whofe  I  am  wholly  without  re- 
fcrvation, 


Sir, 


AtP/zm4.  July 
1633- 


uW  0/2  humbly  3  &c. 


Let- 
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To  my  Lord  the  Earlc  0/  E  x  e  t  e  r. 

« 

Letter     L 


Sir, 


IF  you  had  wholly  mifliked  my  book,  I  had  wholly  de- 
faced it :  but  feeing  fome  parts  of  it,  feemcd  to  you  not 
I  unfound,  I  have  thought  it  fufficient  to  cut  off  the  cor- 
^m^s^^j  rupt  part,  that  you  might  be  drawn  to  endure  the  reft. 
I'^^^^^i)  I  now  therefore  fend  you  an  Edition  of  it  reformed, 
done  exprcfly  for  you,  and  which  I  have  taken  care  to 


clcanfe  from  the  ftains,  that  in  the  two  former  were  diflaftefuil  co  you. 
lit  is  not  my  purpofc to ftand  difpucing  in  an  Argument, where  I  am 
I  willing  to  be  confuted :  nor  to  defend  that  which  is  condemned  by  you, 
!  where  the  quef^ion  is  to  give  you  fatisfaftion  by  my  rigour ;  I  prefently 
i  grow  infenfiblc  of  the  tendemefs  of  a  Father ;  and  fliall  he  uncompaf- 
fionate  to  my  deareft  iflfues,  as  often  as.your  pleafure  fhall  be  that  they 
/hould  pcrifli.    My  writings  are  to  me  no  better  than  Monflers  when 
they  offend  your  eyes,  and  to  feem  vile  to  you,  is  to  be  vile  indeed  ; 
and  therefore  in  fiead  of  afking  their  pardon ,  I  have  been  my  felf 
the  haftncr  of  their  jpunifhment.    There  cannot  a  greater  tcfliraony 
be  given  of  a  mans  integrity,  than  when  the  Delinquent  concurs  ia 
opinion  with  the  judge  j  and  is  the  Executioner,  where  he  is  the  con- 
dcmner-  All  this  have  I  already  done  ;  and  although  in  that  unhappy 
pafTage  which  gave  you  diflafle,  I  had  not  fo  much  a  meaning  to  bite 
as  to  laugh-,  yetlconfcls  I  rook  my  mark  amifs  for  laughing  juftly. 
Oftentimes  one  countenance  for  another  changeth  the  face  of  the  mofl 
innocent  adion  of  the  world :  and  though  I  failed  onely  in  ill  explain- 
ing my  fclfj  yet  it  was  fault  enough,  feeing  thereby  I  gave  you  caufc 

ro 
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to  doubt  of  my  intention.  Truly,  my  Lord,  ic  was  never  my  meaning 
fo  milch  as  to  touch  the  refplcndent  glory  of  your  Divine  Princcfs.  I 
know  well  enough, it  was  iiicer  to  coniider  her  t-y  the  magnanimity  of 
her  fpirit  j  whtrcot  your  whole  poftcrit^  Hiall  tdjfcc  the  fruits,  then  by 
the  light  flower  ot  boaily  beauty^  which  not  oneiy  falls  away  by  death; 
but  runs  away  at  the  very  firft  approaches  of  age.  I  (boold  come  out  of 
another  World, if  I  were  ignorant  ot  the  Encomiumi  fhchach  in  this 
kinde  received  by  all  peoples  voices.  She  haih  I  know  been  ftiled  the 
Star  of  rhe  Noi  th  :  the  Goddcfs  of  the  Seaj  the  true  ihetis,  I  have 
read  ma  Letter,  which  Hcmy  the  great  writ  unto  her  in  the  height  of  all 
his  troubles  j  and  in  the  violence  of  the  league :  chcfe  words,  /  voiU  Mn' 
dam  beyo'ir  Captain  General.  Even  he  that  excommunicated  her,fpake 
of  her  wich  honoui  :  and  he  was,  as  you  know,  an  understanding  Prince, 
and  admirable  in  the  Arr  of  ruling.  He  took  a  pleafure  to  be  difcour- 
fing  of  her  wich  Embaffadours  rclidcnt  at  his  Court  j  and  would  fornc- 
times  fay  mcrily,  tliar  if  he  had  been  her  hulband  ,  certainly  greatnefs 
and  authority  would  have  been  the  ilTues  of  fo  renowned  a  marriage. 
Bur  though  (he  had  not  afcendcd  to  this  high  degree  of  reputation,  and 
though  hcfhould  be  devefled  of  all  thefe  glorious  marks  of  honour, 
yet  there  are  two  confiderations  j  lefs  fpecious  indeed  in  the  eyes  of 
the  World ;  but  more  fenfible  to  my  fpirir,  that  would  binde  me  flrong* 
ly  to  reverence  her  memory  :  One  Sir,  that  (he  hath  not  fcorncd  our 
Mufcs  j  the  other ,  that  fhe  hath  loved  your  houfe.  I  was  taught  by 
Cambd-n  ,  the  knowledge  fhe  had  in  all  kindes  oi  learning  5  fo  far,  as 
that  fhe  had  happily  Trsriflated  out  of  Greek  into  Latine  fome  of  5a- 
pbocUs  Tragedies  j  and  fome  oilfocratcs  OraJons.  Of  the  fame  Authour 
alfo,  I  have  learned  the  great  part  your  Anccftours  bare  in  her  confi- 
dence and  fecrers  j  and  your  name  is  fo  ofccn  iffed  in  the  hiflory  of  her 
life,  that  where  foever  EU\abeth  is  mentioned,  -.here  C^cUe  for  the  mofi: 
part  is  never  left  out.  So  that  fhe  being  by  good  r  ighc  your  domcftical 
Deity,  and  the  reverence  you  bear  her  ,  you.  mofl  ancient  inclination; 
it  is  far  from  me  to  violate  that  which  you  adore,  or  to  hate  that  which 
you  fo  dearly  love  5  feeing  1  am 
AtB^/c^^c, 25./«wei<534.  Sir,  rowc^^c. 


To  my  Lord  the  Archbijhop  of  Thouloufe. 
Letter     II. 


IH4ve  never  been  fociable  fince  your  departure  from  hence  5  no  man'  ^ 
can  make  me  fpeak^  and  I  do  nor  yet  break  my  fullen  filence ,  bm,  • 


/)tf    B  A  L  Z  A  C.  6j 

onely  to  cell  you,  I  am  the  faddell  Hermite  that  ever  was.  Thofe  whom 
Sinn  Hierome  reportb  to  have  been  conpanions  ot  Serpents  and  .  cor- 
pions,were  never  of  fo  untoward  an  humour  as  I  j  foi  1  have  their  vexa- 
tion, and  i  have  not  their  conlolation.  Noihing  plcafech  me  in  the 
place  where  1  am  •,  you  have  carried  away  with  you  ail  its  wonh  and 
goodncfs  7  and  it  is  not  the  hirdnefs  ot  the  fealon,  it  is  your  ableiicc 
that  obfcurcs  the  beauties  of  my  folitude.  It  was  not  well  done  S\i  to 
accufiom  me  to  a  pleafure  which  you  meant  (o  fuddcnly  to  take  away 
from  me,  or  to  fay  better,  to  fhcw  me  onely  my  good  fortune  thereby 
to  make  me  long  afcer  it  i  and  then  go  prticntly  and  make  othti  s  nap- 
py with  enjoyning  it  j  and  yet  1  know  well ,  that  fuch  petty  coniidcia- 
[tions, owe  obedience  to  a  greater,  and  that  parcicular  inccrtfls  ou^nt 
alwayes  to  give  place  to  publick.  Mine  therefore  is  not  lo  dear  unto 
me,  but  that  i  willingly  forget  it  upon  (uch  occasions ,  and  eafily  forgo 
my  own  conceits ,  to  enter  upon  the  purpole  of  Divine  providence. 
The  peace  we  hope  for  fhall  perhaps  by  your  voyage  be  advanced,  and 
you  arc  now  perhaps  fent  from  Heaven  to  go  whither  you  thought  to 
have  gone  without  commanding  j  If  pcradventure  there  be  fourid  fome 
particular  men  that  are  too  much  heated,  your  Sufcbms  and  your  Jhco' 
doret  will  help  to  allay  their  heat  j  and  if  they  be  too  flifly  bent  upon 
feverity,  you  will  make  them  abate  their  rigour  by  the  examples  you 
bring  them  ,  of  the  moderation  of  their  fathers  i  I  have  too  good  aa 
opinion  of  fo  many  worthy  Prelates  as  are  in  your  aflemblies ,  to  ima- 
gine they  would  ever  agree  to  arm  Princes ,  cither  againft  a  penitent, 
oragainft  an  honeft  man,  offended  j  and  would  not  in  the  interefts  of 
their  order  content  themfelvcs  with  imploying  the  Thunderbolts  of  the 
yatk an  9  Withouz  calling  forth  alfo  thofe  of  the  ArfenaL ;  Whatfocvcr 
may  be  (aid  in  defence  of  fuch  proceeding,  it  can  never  in  my  opinion 
have  fo  general  approbation,  but  that  fome  honefl  fpirits  will  be  fcanda- 
lized  by  it.  This  would  be  to  bring  excommunication  into  a  poor 
account,  to  make  it  ferve  onely  for  an  EfTay,  and  for  a  preparative  d 
punifhment ,  and  to  make  it  the  firft  plafter  of  a  light  wound ,  which 
ought  to  be  the  laft  remedy  of  the  exticamefl  evils.  Such  praftifc 
would  be  far  from  the  cuftom  of  the  ancient  ChriftiaBityjandofthe 
age  of  Martyrs  j  and  I  cannot  conceive,  neither  can  it  be,  that  Chriilian 
Paflors  fhould  become  Butchers  of  their  Flock  j  and  that  the  Church, 
vhich  hitherto  hath  been  in  perfecution  ,  fhould  now  it  fcif  begin  to 
perfccute.  This  Church  Sir ,  as  your  felf  and  the  Gentlemen  your 
prethren  teach  us,  is  notacruclSrepdame,  proud  and  maligning  her 
ipoufes  Children  >  but  it  is  a  natural  Mother ,  compaffioning  her  own, 
ind  defirous  to  adopt  even  Profclites  and  ftrangers  :  You  tell  us  that 
J  he  runs  after  the  greateft  finners ,  and  goes  as  a  guide  before  all  the 
ij  A^otldj  which  is  far  from  faying  that  it  (lands  noc  with  her  dignity  to  be 
)  an 
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an  inflrumenc  of  their  converiion ,  nor  (o  much  as  once  to  take  care 
what  becomes  of  them  -,  It  is  you  who  atfure  us  that  fhe  is  content  to 
bfe  her  richcft  VelTcls ,  fo  as  thereby  fhe  may  gain  to  her  the  facri- 
legious  perfon  who  did  ftcal  them  \  it  is  from  you  we  learn  that  fhe  is' 
far  from  animating  juftice  to  ruin  innocents  ,  who  gives  fanftuary  of 
pardon  ro  Delinquents.  I  have  heard  (peak  of  the  fwcet  nature  and 
fighing  of  the  Dove  \  buc  never  of  her  cruclry  nor  of  her  roaring  *,  and 
to  give  her  claws  and  teach  her  to  love  bloud ,  would  be  no  lefs 
than  to  make  her  a  Monfler^  this  would  be  Sir  to  make  love  it  fell  turn 
wilde,  and  Mecamorphofe  it  into  hate.  This  would  be  to  imitate  the 
ancient  Pagans ,  who  attributed  to  their  gods  all  thepaffionsand  in- 
firmities of  men  *,  no  man  I  hope  fhali  be  able  to  lay  fuch  prophana- 
tion  to  our  charge  ,  we  will  be  no  corrupters  of  the  moft  excellenc 
purity ,  no  handlers  of  holy  things  with  polluted  hands ,  no  flretchers 
of  our  defefts  to  the  hjghcft  point  of  perfeftion  :  They  which  do  fo, 
in  what  part  of  the  World  foe ver  they  be,  areAnathemaes  in  your! 
books ,  accurfed  in  your  Sermons ,  condemned  by  the  rules  of  your 
Doftrine  ,  and  by  the  examples  of  your  life.  Thefe  falfe  Saints  do 
not  ferve  C^.rift ,  but  ferve  themfelvcs  of  Chrifl  j  they  follicice  their 
own  aflfairs  in  his  name ,  and  recommend  it  as  his  caufe  when  it  is 
their  own  fuit.  Perfwafion  that  they  do  well  makes  them  more  har- 
dy in  doing  ill ,  they  call  cheir  cholier  zeal ,  and  when  they  kill,  they 
think  they  facrifice.  Thanks  be  to  God  no  part  in  the  whole  body  of 
our  Clergy  is  fo  unfound  \  it  is  returned  to  its  Oyl ,  and  to  its  Balm,; 
in  whofe  place  the  civil  wars  had  fubflicuted  deadly  Aconite  and  bit-i 
ter  Wormwood.  The  League  is  dead,  and  Spain  heart-fick',  our  Ora- 
cles are  no  longer  infpired  by  forraign  Deities  ,  the  fpirit  of  love  and; 
charity  animates  all  your  Congregations;  and  no  doabthethat  oughc' 
to  be  the  mouth  of  the  aflembly ,  will  confider  that  Bifhops  are  Mi-| 
niflers  of  mercy ,  and  not  of  juftice  *,  and  that  to  them  our  Lord  faid,! 
/  leave  peace  ivith  you ,  but  faid  not  I  leave  vengeance  with  you  j) 
howfoever  the  wifedom  of  Af .  the  Cardinal  will  ftrip  off  all  the  Thor-j 
ny  prickles  of  paffions ,  and  fweeten  all  the  bittcrnefs  of  figures ,  be- 
fore they  arrive  to  come  near  the  K^ng.  This  Divine  fpirit  is  far  fur- 
mounting  all  Orations,  all  deliberations  ,  and  all  humane  affairs, and 
in  this  he  will  eafily  finde  a  temper  both  to  preferve  the  honour  of  thrf 
Church ,  and  yet  not  opprefs  the  humility  of  him  that  fubmits  j  both 
to  give  full  fatisfaftion  to  the  firft  order ,  and  yet  not  withdraw  regard 
from  the  merit  of  the  fecond  j  both  to  make  us  fee  heads  bowed  and 
knees  bended  before  the  Altars .  and  yet  no  houfcs  demoliflicd,  nor 
governments  deftroyed,  whereof  the  Altars  fbould  receive  no  bcncfir. 
I  am  in  hope  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  inform  me  of  the  occur  j 
rents  of  the  whole  hiftory ,  whereof  I  doubt  not ,  but  you  are  youri 
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felf  one  of  the  principal  parties ,  and  I  expeA  by  your  tetter*  a  true  ' 
rclaiion  of  all  the  news  that  runs  abour.     In  the  mean  time  Sir,  I  truft 
you  will  not  take  it  ill  that  I  fpeak  unto  you  of  this  great  affair ,  as  a 
man  that  fees  it  afar  off;  and  whom  you  appoint  fomctimcs  to  deliver 
his  advife  upon  matters,  of  which  he  hath  but  fmall  undcrftanding.  Ac 
your  return  we  willrenue  the  Commerce  we  have  difconcinucd ,  and 
fjnce  you  will  have  it  fo  I  will  once  again  play  the  Oratour,  and  the 
Politician  before  you  *,  yet  1  fear  mc  much,  you  will  fcarce  be  fufFcred 
to  keep  your  promifc  with  mc  -,  I  fee  you  arc  more  born  to  adion  than 
to  reft,  and  that  our  rural  pleafures  are  not  worthy  fo  much  as  to  amufe 
fo  great  a  fpirit  as  yours  is,  I  therefore  wifh  you  fuch  as  arc  worthy  of  • 
you  •,  tkat  is,  the  folidcft  and  the  perfcfteft ,  and  fuch  as  glorious  At-  ■ 
chievements  and  glorious  aftions  leave  bchindc  them  j  and  I  love  noc 
my  felf  fo  much  that  I  am  not  much  more 

AtBal\ac2S.  fanuary  i6io,  Sir 9  Tour,  d^c. 


To  Monnfieur  Arnaut,  Ahhot  ofS.  Nicholjis. 
Letter     III. 

THe  fmall  fervice  you  defired  of  rae  is  not  worth  confidering ,  but 
onely  for  the  great  thanks  I  have  received  for  it ;  I  had  altogether 
forgot  it  when  I  received  your  Letter,  which  makes  me  yet  forget  ic 
more  in  making  me  to  remember  it.  You  have  words  that  change 
things,  and  in  your  language  an  impuiflfant  willingnefs  is  an  immortal 
obligation.  If  you  make  fo  great  account  of  good  dcfires ,  I  marvel 
what  price  you  fet  upon  good  deeds  *,  and  if  you  thus  beftow  your  com- 
plements without  neccflity ,  I  fear  you  will  want  them  when  you  have 
need »  you  fhould  go  more  rcfcrveldy  to  work ,  and  retain  more  pro- 
vidence for  the  future.  A  man  may  be  a  good  hufband,  and  ycc  noc 
be  covetous  \  and  feeing  limits  and  bounds  are  fit  in  all  cafcs,they  can- 
not be  unfit  in  the  cafe  of  courccfie :  Think  not  therefore  Sir ,  that 
herein  you  have  done  an  aft  of  acknowledgement  9  you  have  gone 
far  beyond  the  bounds  of  this  virtue.  If  there  be  a  vice  oppo- 
fitc  to  ungratefulnefs ,  your  too  great  olficioulnefs  hath  made  you 
fall  into  it ;  and  by  the  cxccfs  you  have  avoided  the  defeft.  The  in- 
tercfts  of  M.  the  Cardinal  Bentivoglio  have  no  need  of  recommending, 
but  amongft  people  chat  arc  not  yet  Civilized  i  that  which  con- 
cerns his  honour ,  is  no  matter  of  indifferency  to  them  that  know  his 
virtue,  and  they  that  know  it  not  are  no  better  than  Barbarians.  If 
to  do  hinQ  fervice  I  had  not  run  whither  you  prayed  mc  but  to  go, 
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:i  and  if  I  had  not  required  an  abfolutc  fupprcffion  of  that  difcourfc) 
whereof  you  required  onely  but  a  fwcctning  j  I  bad  performed  my  du- 
ty but  very  weakly  ,  and  had  deferved  blame  in  that  for  which  you 
praife  me.  Though  his  name  were  not  refplendenc  in  hiftory,  nor 
his  dignity  in  the  Church ,  yet  he  fhouid  have  luftre  enough  in  his 
very  ftile  and  wricings,and  though  he  were  not  a  Grand- childe  of  Kings^ 
and  a  Scnatour  of  rhe  whole  earth  \  yet  I  finde  fomething  in  him 
more  worth  than  all  that :  I  confider  him  without  his  Purple  ,  and  dc- 
vefted  of  all  external  ornaments^  regarding  onely  thofe  that  arc  na- 
tural to  him  '-,  and  which  would  make  him  moft  illuftrious ,  though  he 
had  but  a(?  black  cap  on  his  head  ,  and  moft  eminent ,  though  he  were 
but  a  private  man.  Thefe  are  advantages  he  hath  over  other  men, 
and  which  he  communicates  to  this  age  of  the  World :  goods  that  he 
polTeflcth  and  I  enjoy.  For  I  vow  nnco  you  that  in  this  fad  place 
whither  my  defire  to  pleafe  ha.h  entrapped  ',  and  where  there  is  no 
talk  but  of  Suits  and  quarrels  \  I  fhouid  not  know  in  the  World  how  to 
pafs  my  "time  j  if  I  had  not  brought  his  book  along  with  me.  This 
hath  been  rhe  companion  of  my  voyage  ,  and  is  now  the  comforter 
of  my  Exile  j  and  after  I  am  dulled  with  a  deal  of  troublefom  di- 
fcourfe,  and  have  my  ears  filled  with  idle  chat ,  I  go  and  purifie  my 
felf  in  his  delicate  relations ;  and  gather  my  fpirits  together ,  which 
rhe  noife  and  clatter  had  before  difperfed.  I  never  faw  in  fo  fober  and 
chafte  a  ftile  ,  fo  much  fulnefs  and  delight  j  if  nature  herfclf  would 
fpeak  5  fhe  could  never  make  choife  of  more  proper  terms  than  thofe 
he  ufeth  ;  and  where  proper  terms  fail ,  fhe  could  never  more  difcreet- 
ly  borrow  forraign  than  he  doth.  TheGharader  of  his  phrale  is  fo 
noble,  that  by  this  onely,  without  any  other  figns  I  fhouid  eafily 
know  he  is  come  of  a  good  houfe  ;  and  I  fee  that  fortune,  which 
hath  been  fo  great  an  enemy  of  his  bloud  ,  and  hath  done  fo  much 
hurt  to  his  aiiccftors ,  hath  not  yet  been  able  to  take  from  him  the 
mark  of  their  grcatnefs,  nor  the  manners  and  language  of  a  Prince. 
Afterwards  you  give  me  thanks  for  loving  qualities  that  are  fo  lovely, 
and  that  making  profcfTion  of  Letters,  I  am  put  in  paffion  for  him,who 
prefervcs  their  honour,  and  who  in  his  Countrey  is  the  Crown  and  glo- 
ry of  our  Mufcs  V  as  often  as  there  is  qucftion  for  his  fervicc  I  fhall  need 
no  fecond  confideration  to  put  me  in  heat  about  it  1 1  tell  you  plainly, 
I  fhall  do  it  no  whit  the  more  for  any  love  of  you  *,  I  intreat  you  to  pro- 
vide fome  occafion  apart  from  all  interefls  of  his ,  where  you  may  fee 
the  extraordinary  account  I  make  of  your  merits,  and  the  defire  I  have 
to  manifefl  unto  you  that  I  am 
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To  Monnfienr  Ogier. 
LetterIV. 


YOu  could  never  have  fallen  again  to  your  Pen  upon  better  terms 
than  you  have  done  *,  and  I  have  a  conceit  your  (ilcnce  hath 
not  been  fo  much  a  ncglcft  as  a  medication.  The  Letter  you  plea- 
fcd  to  write  unto  me  is  fo  full  of  infinire  excellent  things,  that  ic 
feems  you  have  been  making  provifion  three  years  together  to  make 
one  feafl,and  that  your  fparing  for  lo  long  a  time  had  no  other  mean- 
ing but  to  be  magnificent  for  one  day.  The  dilpatch  of  the  Conftan- 
ti^opolu^ti  (\ive  you  icnt  me  f  and  the  news  of  kpppenhagenyow  wric 
unto  me  are  lo  inriched  with  ornaments  of  your  making,  that  I  fee 
plainly  whatfocver  paffeth  through  your  hands  receiveth  an  impref- 
lion  of  excellency ,  and  that  glorious  atchicvcmcnts  have  need  of 
you  to  be  their  Hiftoriari.  Ic  is  not  ftrange  unto  me  that  M.  your 
brother  hath  pleaded  my  caufe ,  I  am  an  eternal  client  of  your  fa- 
mily ,  and  as  it  is  my  part  to  honour  my  bcnefadors ,  fo  ic  is  yours  to 
prefcrve  your  benefits :  But  verily  I  couid  never  have  thought  this  laft 
a^ion  fliould  have  had  the  Court  of  'Denmarii  for  a  Theater,  and 
the  Jiing  and  his  Daughters  the  Princefles  for  Judges.  You  fenc  me 
word  I  had  a  famous  decree  patTed  on  my  iidc  ,  and  that  the  af- 
failanc  was  as  much  hifled  at ,  as  the  defendant  was  applauded.  God 
be  praifed  that  grants  us  juflice  amongft  the  Goches  ,  for  injuries 
done  us  by  the  French-^  and  that  raifeth  up  in  an  end  of  the  World 
a  foveraign  defcndor  of  pcrfecuted  innocency  ,  fuch  fuccour  fome- 
times  he  hath  extraordinarily  afforded  when  men  abandon  her  j  the 
Lions  do  become  humane ,  rather  than  leave  her  without  protcftion  » 
and  in  the  moft  frightfull  defarts  there  have  been  found  Nurfes  for 
Children  ,  whom  the  cruelty  of  their  Mothers  had  expofed.  Let  us 
therefore  never  believe  that  fweetnefs  and  humanity  are  qualities  of 
the  Earth,  or  of  the  Air  j  they  are  neither  proper  goods  of  the  eafter- 
lings,  nor  captive  virtues  of  the  Grecians.  They  are  wandring  and 
paflant ,  all  climates  receive  them  in  their  turn ,  and  it  is  not  the  dm- 
brick  Cbe-ffmcfm  any  longer ,  it  is  Athens  and  Achaia  that  at  this  day 
are  Barbarians.  This  Divine  Princefs  of  whom  your  brother  writes 
fuch  wonders ,  hath  no  doubt  contributed  much  to  this  change ,  and 
and  though  there  fhould  fhtne  no  other  Sun  upon  the  Banks  of  the 
Baltici^  Sea,  this  one  were  enough  to  make  virtue  bud  forth  in  all 
hearts,  and  to  make  Arts  and  Difcipline  totiourifh  in  all  parts.  This 
is  a  fecond  Tailors  tJMt  fhall  have  her  Temples,  and  her  fuppliants  y  (he 
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fhall  be  prcfident  of  Letters  and  ftudics,  as  well  as  the  former.  Even 
thatwhichyoufayofthe  defcftof  her  birth,  and  of  the  obfcurity  o^ 
her  Mother,niight  be  ground  enough  for  a  Poet  to  make  an  entire  work* 
and  to  aflure  us  that  (he  was  born  and  came  out  of  her  Fathers  head  • 
at  Ieaft,Sir,if  your  relations  be  true ,  fhe  is  the  lively  image  of  his  fpi- 
fit,  the  interpretour  of  his  thoughts,  the  grearcfl  ftrength  of  his  eflate, 
and  who -by.  her  eyes  and  tongue  reigneth  and  rnlcth  over  all  objefts, 
that  either  fee,  or  hear.  Why  fhould  I  diflTemble*  or  hide  my  content- 
ment? I  muft  confcfs  I  am  proud  in  thehigheft  degree  for  the  praifes 
ftie  hath  given  me.  Never  Prince  paifed  the  Kh'm  more  happily  than 
mine  hath  done ,  feeing  fo  good  Fortune  hath  attended  him  there, 
and  that  there  he  fhould  be  crowned  by  a  hand,which  was  able  to  give 
wounds  to  all  others.  What  fhall  I  fay  more  ?  I  fcorn  all  the  an- 
cient  Triumphs  when  I  think  upon  this :  I  hope  for  no  luftre,  but  from 
her  fplendour ,  I  fcek  for  no  glory ,  but  in  her  recommendation  ;  her 
oncly  voice  is  inflead  of  the  fuffragcs  of  a  whole  Diet  of  all  the  North, 
and  whatrcafon  they  fhould  not  for  ever  be  banifhed  the  Empire, wfio 
blame  that  which  fhe  praifeth,  or  that  would  oppofe  the  foveraignty 
of  her  excellent  judgement  ?  As  for  our  common  enemy  condemned  by 
her,ro  keep  company  with  the  Hobgoblins  of  Norway  *,  fince  he  is  no 
longer  in  the  World,  is  no  longer  in  ftate  to  do  her  obeyfance.  If  it  be 
not  that  God  will  have  that  to  be  the  place  of  his  purgatory  which  fhe 
would  have  to  be  the  place  of  his  banifhmenr,and  that  this  proud  fpiric 
is  confindc  to  live  amongfl  the  tempefls  and  other  frantick  itfues  of  the 
North,as  yarro  fpeaks  of  Satyrs.  You  have  readji  fuppofe  the  Dialogues 
of  Saint  Greiorie^  and  therefore  mud  needs  know  that  all  Souls  are  not 
purged  after  one  manner ,  butfome  pafs  through  the  fire ,  and  others 
endure  the  Ice  'i  and  the  extremity  of  cold  is  no  lefs  an  inflrument  of 
Divine  juflice ,  than  extremity  of  heat.  But  I  purpofe  not  to  fet  a- 
broach  a  queftion  of  Divinity  ,  for  I  fhould  then  begin  a  new  Let- 
ter >  and  it  is  now  time  I  (hould  finifh  this  :  but  telling  you  firft ,  that 
he  which  fhall  deliver  it  to  you,  hath  in  charge  to  prefent  you  a  larger 
difcourfe;  and  to -let  you  fee,  that  there  is  both  Greek  and  Latine  in 
our  village.  If  it  were  not  for  my  fludy,  my  folitudc  would  neither 
have  excufe  nor  comfort,  and  yet  fhall  not  have  it  perfeft  neither ,  un- 
lefsyou  bring  it  to  me',  and  befohonefl  a  man  as  to  come  and  fee 
me :  as  I  mofl  heartily  inireat  you  to  do  j  and  to  believe  that  I  paf» 
^onately  am 

KtBAl\sCi  7*  Sir,  Tour^&c. 

Feb,  163s. 

To 
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To  AfoHnpeHr  Sirmond. 

Letter    V. 
sir, 

BE  not  fcandalized ,  nor  take  exception  at  my  filence.  The  great- 
eft  part  of  the  Letters  1  write  are  but  the  paimcnt  of  my  old 
debts :  and  before  I  anfwcr  one ,  i  fufFer  my  felf  to  be  fummoned  three 
or  four  times.  1  fcldom  ftay  upon  matter  of  complement ;  all  1  can 
do,  is  but  to  defend  my  felf  untowardly  9 1  think  my  felf  fufficiently 
honefl,  if  I  be  but  indifferently  uncivil ;  and  becaufe  I  am  ape  to 
do  courtefies  voluntarily  j  I  expeft  alfo  voluntarily  to  receive  them  y 
of  you,  Sir,  efpecially ,  who  judge  not  friendfhip  by  the  look  ,  and 
knows  that  fuperftition  is  more  ceremonious,  than  true  piety.  The 
new  favours  I  have  received  from  your  Mufes  are  to  me  as  they  ought 
to  be,  exceeding  renribie:yet  think  not,  that  this  makes  me  for- 
get your  former  benefits :  and  that  I  carry  not  in  minde  ,  that  it  is 
you  that  gave  me  the  firft  tafle  of  good  ,  and  the  principles  of  vir- 
tue; you  do  but  build  upon  the  foundation  you  laid  your  felf;  and 
give  eftimation  to  your  own  pains.  Having  been  my  guide  in  t 
Countrey  which  I  know  not ;  it  is  for  your  honour  it  fhould  be  be- 
lieved,! have  made  fome  progrefs  there ,  that  fo  it  may  appear  your 
direftions  are  good.  Thus  your  Poem  hath  in  it  a  hidden  art ,  which 
few  underftand  *,  and  I  am  but  the  colour  of  your  dcfign.  You  en- 
joy your  felf  all  the  glory  you  have  done  me  *,  all  the  glory  you  have 
imparted  to  me  (laycs  dill  with  your  felf*,  and  you  have  found  out  a 
way  how  to  praife  your  felf,  without  fpcaking  of  your  felf :  ant)  how 
to  be  liberal  without  parting  from  any  thing.  If  you  come  this  Sum- 
mer to  ?arisy  I  will  give  you  account  of  an  infinite  number  of  things 
that  will  not  diflike  youj  and  in  revenge  thereof,  I  require  to  hear  from 
you  fome  news  of  our  male-content  j 

Cui  mos  in  trivils  hmili  tentate  Vencna 
Ardua  &  impofitoi  femper  cervice  re  belli 
Ferre  duces ;  Cceloque  Jovtm  violart  Ton  ante. 

I  know  not  whether  you  have  been  able  to  bring  the  flatc  in- 
to his  favour ',  but  this  I  know ,  it  is  nofmall  work  for  pcrfwafion  to 
effcft,  feeing  he  is  no  lefs  obflinate  in  his  crrours,  ihn  you  ftrong  in 
your  reafons.  Whatfoever  he  fay  of  the  time  *,  and  of  the  carriage  of 
cbings  y  the  impunity  with  which  he  triumphs,  is  a  vifible  mark  of  the 
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moderate  government  of  this  Kingdom  y  and  in  any  Countrcy  but 
thisj  his  head  long  before  this  time  had  paid  for  his  tongue.  But  I 
hear  be  is  of  fo  vile  an  humour  ,  that  he  is  angry  for  his  very  liber- 
ty i  and  thinks  it  is  done  in  fcorn ,  that  he  hath  not  all  this  while  been 
put  in  the  Baftyle.  He  values  himfclf  to  be  worthy  of  an  informer  *, 
and  of  Commiffioners  *,  and  thinks  he  hath  meiit  enough  to  be  punifht 
in  ftate.  Lcr  us  bear  a  little  with  his  malady  h  he  is  other  wife  not 
evil ,  nor  of  evil  qualities :  It  is  onely  the  temperature  of  his  body 
that  is  faulty :  andTif  Mounfieur  Cy^ois  caji  purge  away  his  chollcr ,  he 
fhall  procure  to  Af.  the  Cardinal  a  faithfulUfervant.  I  cxpcd:  here- 
upon an  Epigram  of  your  making,  and  am  with  all  my  Soul, 

From  Balr(tLc  4. 


To  Mounjieur  Colombicrs. 

Letter    VI. 
Sir, 

IFinde  by  the  Letter  which  Mounfieur  de  Mmtin  writ  unto  you, 
that  you  have  done  me  good  Offices  with  him  ;  and  tliat  upon 
your  word ,  he  takes  me  for  more  than  I  am  worth.  It  is  your  part 
now  to  make  that  fure  unto  him,which  you  have  warranted ,  and  to 
difguife  me  with  fo  much  Art ,  that  may  make  good  your  fiift  deceit 
by  a  fecond.  Fot  to  think  that  I  fhall  <bc  able  to  anfwer  his  expe- 
ftation  ,  and  fatisfie  your  promifc :  I  know  he  expeds  too  much  i  and 
know  you  have  promifed  too  much  j  that  which  he  fpeaks  of  me 
and  of  my  writings,  feems  rather  to  come  from  the  paffion  of  a  lo- 
ver ,  than  from^the  integrity  of  a  Judge  :  and  I  ought  to  take  it ,  ra- 
ther as  a  Prefent ,  than  as  a  Recompence.  I  know  befides ,  that  the 
place  from  whence  he  writes  hath  alwayes  been  the  habitation  of 
courtcfie ;  and  that  the  fpark  of  the  Court  of  Kome^w\\\c\\  once  re- 
fled  there  ,  hath  fmce  ;t  parted  from  thence  j  leli  a  light  which 
gives  an  influence  to  the  manners  and  fpirits  of  the  Countrey.  So 
that  to  this  day  diftinftion  mufl  be  made  between  the  civilities  of 
Avignon  ,  which  extend  to  all  forts  of  Grangers  ,  and  the  rcfent- 
ments  of  an  able  man  ,  which  rcfpeft  nothing  but  reafon  j  and  a 
difference  muft  be  put  between  the  honefty  of  a  complement ,  and 
the  Refigion  of  a  teflimony*  Mounfieur  Malherbe  deceafed  ,  who 
never  gave  any  mans  merit ,  more  than  its  due:  and  but  coldly  prai- 
sed the  mofl  praifC'Worthy  things  j yet  hath  heretofore  to  me,  in  fo 
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high  a  degree  extolled  this  man,  of  whom  we  fpeak ;  that  I  could  not 
but  thinkjj'it  muft  needs  be  a  very  extraordinary  virtue  that  tran- 
fported  him  fo  unwontedly,  and  a  very  prcfting  verity,  that  forced 
him  to  open  himfclf  fo  freely.  I  have  fincc  been  confirmed  in  my 
judgement  of  him  by  divers  perfons  of  good  quality  ,  and  gene- 
rally by  the  voice  of  all  our  Countrey  :  But  yet  there  is  in  this  more 
caufe  for  me  to  fear ,  than  hope :  Wife  men  do  but  oncly  rafte  an 
crrour;  with  which  conimoH  people  drink  themfclves  drunk  :  They  do 
not  plunge  themfclves  in  falfc  opinions  ,  they  pafs  them  lightly 
over  i  and  I  am  afraid  you  will  ere  long  receive  another  Letter  iii  re- 
traftation  of  this ,  he  hath  now  written  fo  much  in  my  favow :  if 
the  worft  come  to  the  worft ;  and  that  there  be  no  means  for  me ,  to 
keep  all  the  good  you  have  gotren  me  ;  I  yet  may  lawfully  require  to 
have  a  part  left  me  i  which  Mounficur  your  brother  in  Law  cannot 
honeflly  deny  me.  I  am  unfit  for  the  terms  he  gives  me  j  I  wil- 
lingly return  them  back  to  himfclf:  Let  him  keep  his  admiring  for 
miracles;  or  at  leaft  for  the  great  flupcndious  works  of  nature;  I 
afpire  not,  nor  have  any  pretence  to  fo  high  a  degree  of  his  account  9 
but  I  think  I  have  right  to  his  fricndfhip  j  and  that  both  of  you 
are  my  debters  of  fome  good  will ;  feeing  I  honour  you  both  exceed- 
ingly, and  pafTionately  I  am 

From  Bal^u  20.  of  Sir,  Toury  &c» 

O^obcr  1552. 
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Letter    VIL 

I  Am  not  altogether  prophane ,  yet  am  but  a  fimple  Catechumene 
neither :  I  adore  your  myfteries ,  though  I  comprehend  th^m  not* 
and  dare  not  give  my  fpirit  that  liberty  which  you  give  it.  Is  it  fit  to 
be  a  judge  of  a  Science  ,  of  which  it  is  yet  but  learning  the  Al- 
phabet? ItfcarceknowsvifibleObjeds,  and  runs  a  hazard,  when  it 
confiders  but  the  exteriour  face  of  nature  *,  as  for  that  which  is  above, 
it  climbs  not  to  it ,  nor  foars  fo  high.  My  curiofuy  is  not  fo  ventrous ; 
and  concerning  the  condition  of  foperiour  things ;  I  wholly  refer  my 
felf  to  thcSorbone.  Never  think  therefore  that  I  will  give  my  ccn- 
fure  of  your  book  :  I  have  not  yet  difcovcred  the  bottom  ;  onely  the 
bark  ,  I  mufl  tell  you  feems  very  precious  *,  and  I  am  raviflied  with  the 
found  and  harmony  of  things,  I  underfland  not  j  this  kinde  of  writing 
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would  have  aftonifhed  Philofophcrs  whom  it  could  not  have  pcr- 
fwaded :  and  if  Saint  Gregory '^(jiri^an'^n  had  bucfhcwed  fuchapiece 
as  this  to  fhemifliHi ,  he  coul4  not  chufe  but  have  been  moved  with 
it,  and  muft  needs  have  admired  the  probability  of  Chriftianity; 
though  he  had  not  known  the  fccret.  Thefe  are  not  words  that  one 
rcads^andare  painted  upon  Paper :  they  are  felt,  and  received  with- 
in the  heart.  They  live  and  move,  and  I  fee  in  them  the  finews  of  the 
firflChriAiansvandtheflileofthatHeroickage,  where  one  and  the 
fame  virtue,  gave  life  both  to  dilcourie  and  aftions^  gave  influence 
both  to  the  Soul  and  to  the  courage;  made  both  Doftours  and  alfo 
Martyrs.     Tell  me  true  ,  Did  you  not  propofc  to  your  felf  a  Pattern 

to  follow  ?  Have  you  not  been  at  the  Oracle  of :  have  you  not 

received  fome  inlpiration  from  our  excellent  friend  ?  Me  thinks  I 
inect  with  his  very  Character :  In  certain  palTages  I  obfcrve  fome  marks 
ind  traces  of  his  fpirit  j  and  when  I  read  them,  cannot  fometimes 
forbear  crying  out :  Sic  oculos^  fie  lUe  manm^  &c.  You  need  not  take 
oflfencc  at  my  fufpition :  fo  noble  a  refemblance  is  an  inferiority  lifted 
pp  extreamly  high.  You  are  not  therein  his  Ape,  but  his  Son :  There 
is  nothing  bafe  nor  mean  in  the  imitation  of  fo  high  and  perfedl  an 
Idea :  and  you  know  the  example  of  Plato ,  made  Thilo  go  cheek  by 
jpwl  with  him.  All  I  afk  of  you  at  Paris ,  where  you  fo  liberally  offer 
me  all  the  good  Offices  you  can  do ,  is  but  this  \  that  you  will  do  me 
the  favour,  toaflure  that  great  perfonage  of  the  great  reverence  I  bear 
to  his  merits  :and  what  glory  I  count  it  to  be  counted  his  friend  :  but  I 
require  with  all  the  continuation  of  your  own  love,  with  which  you  can 
honour  none,  that  is  more  truely  than  I  am 

July  2$.  i6io»  Sir,    TouTi&c. 


To  Momjieur  Coeffetcau,  Bljhop  of  Datdany. 

Letter    VII L 
Sir, 

Since  your  departure  from  Mets  *,  there  hath  nothing  hapned  wor- 
thy of  the  Hiftory  I  promifed  you  ,  but  onely  that  Cafar  as  I  hear, 
hath  prefented  to  the  view  of  brave  fpirits ,  certain  new  and  very 
flrange  recreations  by  which  he  hath  gained  a  great  opinion  of  his 
knowledge-  As  to  make  the  images  in  a  piece  of  Tapiftry  ,  to 
walk,  and  movej  to  make  all  the  faces  in  a  room,  to  fcem  to  be 
double  ;  to  make  a  River  rife  in  a  Hall*,  and  after  dreaming  away 
without  wetting  of  any  ,  make  a  company  of  Fayrics  appear  and 
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dance  a  round  v  tliefc  are  his  ordinary  (ports ,  and  to  ufe  the  phrafe 
of  our  friend  j  but  the  oucfide  of  bis  fecret  Philofophy.  Signiour 
iMercurio  Cardano  ,  fwcars  he  hath  feen  all  this,  and  more ;  enough  to 
finde  you  difcourfe  for  many  meetings :  and  if  you  appoint  him  to  fee 
hand  to  his  Pen  ,  he  will  be  a  Philofiratm  to  this  Appolonius,  He  hath 
told  me ,  as  he  hath  heard  it  from  him  ,  that  for  certain,  the  Heavens 

menace  France ,  with  a  notable  revolution  y  and  that  the  fall  of , 

hath  not  been  fo  much  the  end ,  as  the  change  of  our  miseries.  For  i 
my  felf  who  know  ,  that  God  never  makes  Mountibanks  of  his  Coun-  \ 
eel  y  and  that  the  virtue  of  the  King  ,  is  able  to  correft  the  ma-  | 
lignity  of  the  Stars :  I  laugh  at  the  vanitie  of  fuch  prefages;  and  look 
for  nothing  but  happinefs  from  the  afcendent  and  fortune  of  fo  great 
9  Prince.  But  to  change  this  difcourfe ,  and  this  Mountibank  for 
another :  I  have  feen  the  man  Sir ,  that  is  all  armed  with  Thorns : 
that  purfues  a  Propofition  to  the  uttermoft  bounds  of  Logick*,  that 
in  rooft  peaceable  converfations ,  will  put  forth  nothing  ,  nor  ad- 
mit of  nothing  that  is  not  a  Dilemma  ,  or  a  Syllogyfme.  To  tell 
you  true,  what  I  rhinkof  him  ^  he  would  pleafc  mc  more  if  he  had 
lefs  reafon :  this  quarrelfom  eloquence  affrights  me  more  than  it  pcr- 
fwades  rae.  They  which  commonly  conyerfe  with  him ;  run  in  my 
opinion  the  fame  fortune ,  which  they  do,  that  live  near  the  falls  of 
2Vi/«j  j  there  is  no  overflowing  like  that  of  his  words  ,  a  man  cannot 
fafely  give  him  audience  *,  a  Headach  for  three  dayes  after ,  is  the  leaft 
hurt  he  can  take ,  that  but  hears  him  talk  an  after- noon.  The  Gentle- 
man that  brings  you  this  Letter ,  harh  charge  given  him  from  all  in 
general  to  entreat  you  Sir,  not  to  forfakeus  in  fo  important  a  mat- 
ter -.but  to  come  and  free  our  companies  from  one  of  the  grcatefl  crof- 
fes,  that  hath  a  long  time  afflifted  civil  fociety..  You  are  the  onely 
man  in  whom  this  Sophiftcr  hath  fome  belief:  and  therefore  none  but 
you  ,  likely  to  reduce  him  to  common  right  j  and  to  bring  his  fpiric 
to  fubmit  it  felf  to  Cuftom  and  Ufage.  You  can  if  you  pleafe  make 
ft  appear  unto  him*,  that  an  honeft  man  propofes  alwayes  his  opini- 
ons ,  no  otherwife  than  as  doubts  s  and  never  raifeth  the  found  of  his 
voice,  to  get  advantage  of  them,  that  fpeak  not  fo  loud:  that  no- 
thing is  fo  hatefuU ,  as  a  Chamber  Preacher,  who  delivers  but  his  own 
word  j  and  determines  without  Warrant,  that  it  is  fit  to  avoid  geftures, 
which  arc  like  to  threatnings,  and  terms  which  carry  the  ftile  of  Edifts; 
I  mean  ,  that  it  is  not  fit  to  accompany  his  difcourfe'  with  too  much 
aftion  *,  nor  to  affirm  any  thing  too  peremptorily.  Laftly,  that  conver- 
fation  reflefts  more  upon  a  popular  eftate,  than  upon  a  Monarchy ;  and 
that  every  man  hath  there  a  right  of  fuffragerand  the  benefit  of  liberty. 
You  know  Sir,  that  for  want  of  due  cbferving  thefe  petty  rules,  many 
have  fallen  imo  great  inconveniencesjand  you  remember  him  who  fpii: 

Qjiccn. 
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;  Qyeen  ^iargareti  own  dinner  by  ftriking  an  argument  upon  her  Ta- 
i:  ble  fWith  too  great  violence ,  difturbed  and  drove  Queen  Margaret 
from  her  dinner.  Such  men  commonly  fpoil  the  beft  caufes  ',  whileft 
they  feck  to  get  the  better ,  not  bccaule  their  caufe  is  good  \  but 
becaufe  themfelvcs  are  the  Advocates  i  reafon  it  felf  fcems  to  be  wrong 
when  it  is  not  of  their  fide,  at  leaft  not  in  its  right  place,  not  in 
its  ordinary  form.  They  difguift  it  in  fo  ftrange  a  fafliion  that  it  can- 
not be  known  to  any  y  and  they  take  away  her  authority  and  force, 
i  by  painting  her  in  the  colours  and  marks  of  folly.  Thefe  are  the 
\  particular  heads,  for  which  we  dcfire  you  to  take  the  pains  of  apply- 
ing your  Exorcifmes  :  particularly  upon 1  dare  fay,  you  will 

have  a  thoufand  Bcncdiftons  ,  if  you  can  drive  out  of  his  body  this 
Devil  of  difpute  and  wrangling ',  which  hath  begun  already  to  tor- 
ment us.     We  exped:  you  at  the  end  of  the  week  *,  and  I  remain 

FromJJW^ais. 
^       Angtift  1 6 1 8 .  Sir ,    rour^  &  c. 


To  my  Lord  the  Earle  of  Braffac. 

Letter     IX. 
Sir, 

THat  which  I  have  written  of  you  *,  is  but  a  fimple  relation  of 
that  I  have  fccn  of  you :  and  if  there  be  any  ornament  in  it : 
It  muft  needs  be ,  that  either  your  felf  have  put  it  there  %  or  elfc 
that  Fortune  hath  lent  it  to  me.  I  had  done  it  very  innocently ,  I  af- 
fureyou,  if  I  had  fpoken  any  thing  well  j  who  was  fo  ill  prepared 
for  it.  I  fhould  have  hit  a  mark  which  I  aimed  not  at  j  and  have 
drawn  a  Pifture,  by  thecafual  falling  down  of  my  Penfil.  My  drift 
was  to  entertain  my  friend  ,  who  was  accoflomed  to  the  negligence 
of  my  ftilc'.and  with  whom,  if  I  committed  any  fault,  I  was  fure 
pf  pardon.  He  cries  not  out  murther  ,  upon  feeing  one  Vowel  en- 
counter another ,  nor  ftands  amazed  at  meeting  with  an  untoward 
wordj^s  if  it  were  a  Monfter :  This  favour  I  receive  from  him  ;  and  he, 
the  like  from  me :  we  allow  all  liberty  to  our  thoughts :  and  if  in  treat- 
ing together,  we  fhould  not  fometimes  violate  Laws  of  our  Art,  we 
fliould  never  fliew  confidence  enough  in  our  friendfhip.  Rhetorick 
therefore  hath  no  place  in  writings  where  truth  takes  up  all ;  There  is 
great  difference  between  an  Oratour ,  and  a  Regiftcr  >  and  my  pri- 
vate teflimony  ought  not  to  pafs  for  your  Encomium.  Yet  you  will 
have  it  to  be  fo^  you  had  rather  accufe  me  of  being  eloquent »  than 

corv 
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confefs  your  fcif  to  be  virtuous  j  and  you  avoid  prefumpdon ,  by  a 
contrary  extremity.     Irfeemsthisoccafion  is  dangerous  to  you  *,  and 
a$  in  a  fhipwrack,  where  all  run  to  (ave  the  dearefl  things;  to  you 
abindon  your  other  virtues ,  to  prefcrve  your  modcfty.   She  doth  her 
felf  wrong  Sir  ,  to  ftar.d  in  oppofition  to  the  publick  voice  \  and  to 
rejcd  the  teOimony  of  noble  fame.    She  ought   not  to  contradift 
the  two  chief  Courts  of  Luropc  ^  whereof  the  one  honoureth  your 
memory  ,  the  other  makes  ufe  of  your  counfels.     ^/iftotLe  would 
never  approve  of  this  j  who  fpeaks  of  a  vice  like  this,  with  which  if 
a  man  be  tainted ,  he  refembles  him  to  one ,  who  will  not  confefs 
he  hath  won  in  the  Olympick  games ,  though  men  come  and  adjudge  I 
him  the  Garland  ^  and  calls  himfdf  flill  culpable,  though  three  de-  I 
grecs  of  ihtAiopagc  ^  pronounce  him  innocent.     Be  not  you  of  fo  ' 
little  equity  \o  your  felf  > and  fufFer  me  to  tell  you  what  I  think: 
feeing  I  think  nothing  ,  but  that  which  is   the  common  opinion  j 
and  I  deliver  not  fo  much  my  own  particular  conceit ,  as  the  gene- 
ral belief  of  the  whole  World  :  They  who  prefer  a  Captain  of  Ca- 
rabins  before  Alexander  the  Great  *,  and  know  not  how  to  praife  the 
integrity  of  a  Statefman,  without  affronting  that  oi  Ariltides  y  fall 
into  that  excefs,which  reafon  requires  fhould  be  avoided.     Yet  we 
ought  not  for  all  this,  generally  to  flight  all  merit  of  the  prefenc  | 
age*,  and  fancy  to  our  fclves ,  that  we  are  not  bound  to  revere  vir-  5 
tue  y  unlefs  it  be  confecrated  by  Antiquity.     For  ray  felf ,  I  judge  I 
more  favourably  of  things  prelent  ,  and  do  not  think  I   run  any  ! 
hazard  in   fublcribing  to  the  Popes  judgement  of  you  ,  that  m  i 
ferving  the  King ,  you  have  been  his  govcrnoiir.    This  would  be  to 
be  too  fcrupulous ,  to  fear  miftaking  ,  after  him  that  they  fay  can- 
not erre'^and  you  arc  too  courteous ,  to  count  it  a  courtcfie  that  1 
do  my  duty  j  and  to  give  me  thanks  that  I  am  not  a  Schifmatick. 
Concerning  the  laft  Article  of  your  Letter  >  I  fay  it  gives  me  not  fo 
much ,  as  a  temptation :  neither  am  1  indeed  capable  to  receive  it. 
It  fufficeth  me  Sir ,  that  you  proted  my  repofe  here  j  for  to  enter 
into  defence  of  my  interefls  in  the  place  where  you  are ,  as  you  do 
me  the  honour  to  promife  me  j  I  would  advife  you  not  to  under- 
take it.    You  could  never  look  for  better  fucccfs  ,  than  the  prime 

man  of  this  age  had,  who  could  not  obtain  of j  the  favour 

he  required  ©f  hina ,  in  my  behalf.  It  is  much  eafier  to  break  down 
the  Alpesjand  to  bridle  the  Ocean,  than  to  procure  the  paimenc 
of  my  Penfion:  and  there  is  nothing  that  can  make  a  worker  of  mi- 
racles fee,  there  is  fomething  impoflible  for  him  to  do  j  but  onely 
my  ill  Fortune.  There  are  the  bounds  of  this  power ,  which  is  fo 
much  envied :  The  good  will  he  bears  me  ,  cannot  draw  from  the 
K^«^i Officers  the  eight  hundred  pounds, which  arc  due  unto  me: 

aitd 
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and  it  is  Gods  will  he  fhould  be  difobeyed  in  this ,  that  I  may  lie  a  wie- 
nefsagainfl  them  who  fay  that  he  is  abfolute.  I  onely  increat  you, 
feeing  you  defire  to  oblige  me  to  you ,  to  flicw  him  the  conftancy  of 
my  pai^ons ,  which  is  obdurate  againft  ill  fuccelTes ,  and  prefervcs  it 
felf  entire  amidft  the  luins  of  my  hopes.  It  fhall  be  fatisfadion  enough 
for  mc  that  he  do  me  the  honour  to  believe  I  can  adore  freely  and 
without  hope  of  reward ;  and  that  I  fhould  do  him  as  great  reverence 
if  he  were  not  in  fo  great  a  height  of  happinefs.  I  expedi  this  favour 
firom  your  ordinary  goodnefs ,  and  promife  my  felf  that  you  will  al- 
alwayes  have  a  little  love  for  mC)  feeing  I  have  a  will  to  be  all  my  life 
moft  perfeftly 
From  Bat':^ac  30.  of  Sir,    Toufy  &c. 

May  i5}}. 


To  Momfieur  de  la  Nauve,  Counfellour  of  the  King  in 
his  great  Chamber. 

Letter    X. 

S  Ay  what  you  can,  I  am  not  fo  Indulgent  to  my  paflion  as  you  are 
injurious  to  your  own  merits.  Amongft  all  your  good  qualities, 
you  have  one  that  lecms  an  Enemy  to  all  tfie  reft  j  dctraftion  doth 
you  more  injuftice  than  you  do  your  felf,  and  envy  it  felf  gives  you 
tbac  which  your  own  modefty  takes  away  from  you.  This  is  not  to 
handle  the  truth  civilly,  to  lefpcft  her  then  when  fhe  cmbraceth  you  ? 
This  is  to  render  her  civil  for  good ,  to  call  her  fabulous ,  when  fhe 
calls  you  virtuous.  I  finde  in  this  Sir  more  fcruple  than  Religion: 
The  firft  and  moft  ancient  charity  is  thereby  broken ,  and  you  are 
faulty  in  the  firft  principle  of  your  duty;  if  owing  juftice  to  all  the 
World  ,  you  deny  to  do  it  to  your  felf  alone.  It  muft  be  a  great 
precifenefs  of  confcience  that  (hall  finde  in  you  the  evils  you  accufc 
your  felfjof ,  and  a  fight'more  clear  than  mine  that  fhall  fee  defaults 
in  the  courfe  of  your  life.  If  you  have  any ;  they  are  furely  imma- 
terial, and  fuch  as  fell  not  under  icnce.  They  come  not  within  the 
knowledge  of  any ;  It  mufl  be  a  fecret  between  your  confeffour  and 
you.  None  is  known  Sir,  at  leaft  not  known  to  be  revealed  ,  and  if 
any  were  fo  known  ,  it  would  rather  be  found  a  proof  of  humility 
than  a  mark  of  imperfeftion.  I  am  none  therefore  ,  as  you  fay  I 
am,  of  thefc  charitable  lyars,  who  attribute  to  them  they  love  all 
that  ihcy  want  jnorofthefe  forgers  of  Commonwealths,  who  carry 
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their  imagination  beyond  all  pcffibility  of  things ;  I  prefent  not  unto 
you  an  Idea  to  make  you  better  then  you  are,  but  taking  you  into  con- 
^deration  I  propofe  you  as  my  example  to  Air  me  up  to  goodnefs  y  I 
draw  your  picture  far  my  own  ufc  and  not  for  your  glorie ;  I  intend 
more  the  inftruding  my  felf,  than  the  fmoothing  you  with  fair  words. 
The  objeft  of  fo  elevated  a  virtue  fills  my  mindc  with  great  defircs, 
and  if  it  aftonifh  me  foraetimes  with  its  heighth  ,it  makes  me  at  lead 
fee  by  experience ,  that  an  infcriour  virtue  is  pofTible  t«  be  acquired  i 
fo  that  to  fay  true ,  I  Andy  you  more  than  1  praife  you ,  and  am  in  this 
more  fwayed  with  interefl  than  with  paflion:  I  mean  this  pafTion  with- 
out eyes,  that  rifeth  onely  from  the  animal  part  *,  for  as  for  that  which 
is.reafonablc  and  works  with  knowledge,  I  have  that  for  you  in  the 
higheA  degree,  and  by  all  kinde  of  obligations  and  of  duties  am 

At  BaLyic  6.  Fe- 
bruary 16^4.  f  Sir,    TouTy&c. 


^  To  MoHnfienr  Heinfius,  Profeffor  of  the  Politick^  at 

L    E    Y    D   E    N. 

Letter,  XI. 
Sir, 

I  Acquit  my  felfofa  charge  that  was  laid  upon  mc  ,  and  fend  you 
from  Mounficur  Favereau  the  Verfes  he  lately  made  for  the  Kjng  5 
they  have  had  the  approbation  of  all  France ,  but  they  have  not  ycr 
had  his  own ,  and  if  this  publick  judgement  be  not  confirmed  by  you: 
particular ,  he  takes  it  but  as  the  pa^on  of  a  Mother  y  and  that  France 
doth  buMlatter  her  Chiklren.  He  thinks  no  glory  is  legitimate  where- 
of you  are  not  the  diflributour  ,  and  that  things  are  not  fo  good  by 
their  own  goodnefs,  as  by  the  account  you  make  of  them  i  you  fee  by 
this  Sir  what  rank  you  hold  in  the  Common-wealth  of  Letters ,  and  tha*: 
I  am  not  the  onely  man  that  look  upon  you  with  veneration  ,  being 
featcd  in  the  Throan  of  the  great  Scatiger ,  and  giving  Laws  to  all  the 
civil  parts  of  Europe.  The  higheft  degree  that  a  man  can  afpire  un- 
to, who.  is  Prince  amongAhisown,  is  to  become  a  judge  amongA 
Ar angers  *,  and  there  to  get  reverence  where  he  cannot  pretend  fub- 
jcftion.  To  this  uppcrmoA  Region  of  merit  are  you  afccndcd  j  the 
light  of  your  do^rinc  fhincs  upon  more  than  one  people,and  more  than 
one  Countrey  i  it  fpreads  and  communicates  it  feif  in  divets  places  and 
kindesiit  hath  as  well  adorers  afar  ofF,as  admirers  at  home:Hc  of  whom 
Ifpcak  Sir,i5  worth  a  whole  multitude,  and  makes  not  onely  a  part  of  a 

choife 
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'^^  chGife  company,  but  is  himfelf  alone  a  company  and  a  number.    Do 
you  afk  for  qualities  intcUeaual  and  moral  ?  for   virtues  civil  and 

V'    nuhrary  ,  would  you  have  a  Philofopher ;  a  Mathematician^  a  Poec, 

^f'  tor  Latine ,  Italian  ,  French?  you  fhall  findc  them  all  in  his  one 
perfon.  He  hath  the  Key  of  the  mod  fublime  fciences  ,  and  the 
luperintcndance  of  the  nobleft  Arts'.  Heretofore  he  hath  been  the 
difpenfcr  of  the  conceits  of  ^kfvzri^o,  the  reformer  and  pruning  knife 
of  the  fuperfluitics  of  his  ftilc ,  at  this  time  he  is  overfeer  of  all  cu- 
rious works  j  the  Oracle  that  Carvers  confulc  ,  and  the  fpirit  that 
guides  the  hand  before  Painrers.  He  meddles  iw  an  inSnire  number 
of  things  with  equal  capacity  ,  and  hath  as  many  trades  as  the  Sage  of 
the  Stoiclis  had  ^  but  makes  better  works  of  them  than  he  did.  It  is 
not  poflible  either  to  fill  his  fpirit,  or  to  fee  it  about  work  enough  j 
fo  greedy  and  unfatiable  it  is  of  knowledge,  fo  impatient  of  reft,  and 
growmg  frefh  with  adion.  And  to  impart  to  you  the  exprcflion  of  a 
gallant  friend  of  ours  j  he  is  in  as  great  a  heat  for  the  pleafurcs  of  the 
nimde,  as  the  Princes  of  ^>^  are  for  the  plcafures  of  the  body  pandas 
they  have  many  Concubines  befides  the  Sultcma^\v\\\c\\  they  marry,  fo 
hath  he  one  profeffion  as  his  principal  ftudy,  but  leaves  not  for  all 
that  to  follow  other  exercifes,  though  follow  them  but  with  infcri- 
our  aftcftion  •,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  faid  of  him  ,  that  he  knows  all ,  but 
that  he  ought  to  know  -,  and  that  he  is  nothing  lefs  than  that  he  ought 
to  be.  He  acquits  himfelf  moft  worthily  Of  his  charge,  and  never 
Hands  in  contemplation ,  when  it  is  time  to  be  in  aftion.  If  he  be  a 
Ijreat  Poet ,  he  is  no  lefs  a  great  Lawyer ;  he  makes  as  well  the  draught 
of  a  Procefs  as  the  defcription  of  a  Tempeft  j  and  having  fung  ThiUis 
md  Amarillis  with  an  admirable  grpce ,  he  treats  of  Seta  and  Sempro^ 

y  yaaw'nh  no  lefs  folidity.  I  give  xjus  teftimony  as  religioufly  of  him, 
asiiflgive  it  before  a  Judge^  and  as  if  my  writing  were  upon  Oath.  Is 
it  not  fit  you  fhould  be  ignorant  of  his  merit,  whom  without  any  merit 
you  ought  to  refpeft  ,  though  but  onely  for  hisrefped  to  you.  It  is 
fit  you  know  that  he  is  an  elevated  perfon ,  humbling  himfelf  before 
you,  and  a  Saint  offering  you  facrifice.  It  is  fit  alfo  I  fhould  fatisfie 
his  defire,  which  you  fhall  fee  in  the  word  he  hath  written  to  you  ,  as 
he  was  going  out  of  his  tnne  and  taking  Coach ,  but  that  done.  Sir, 
It  is  not  fit  I  fhould  forget  my  felf  5  I  intreatyou  therefore  you  will 
be  pleafedthat  in  prefenting  to  you  the  vows  of  another ,  I  may  of- 
fer you  alfo  my  own,  and  make  you  this  true  protcflation,  that  I  am 

From  Bal's^ac  5.  of 
Tiecember  i6z^,  $\r  y  Tof^r^  &c. 

Ti 
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To  Mounfienr  de  la  Pigeonnicre ,  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral of  Bloyes. 

Letter     XII. 
Sir, 

THe  Letter  you  took  the  pains  to  write  unto  me  hath  calmed  my 
fpiric,  and  given  it  cafe  j  I  could  have  no  comfort  of  the  news  of 
your  death  ,  but  oncly  by  that  of  your  refurreftion  i  and  to  make  an 
end  of  weeping  for  you  ,  it  was  ncceflary  you  fhould  come  your  fclf 
and  flay  my  tears.  I  am  none  of  thcfc  broachcrs  of  Paradoxes,  whom 
too  much  reafon  makes  unrcafonable ,  and  have  no  feeling  either  of 
joy  or  grief  My  fpirit  is  more  tender ,  and  my  Philofophy  more  hu- 
mane j  and  let  them,as  long  as  they  pleafe,  call  thefe  paflions  infirmi- 
ties ,  yet  for  my  part  1  had  rather  have  my  malady  than  their  health ; 
If  I  had  loft  you,  I  had  loft  part  of  ray  fclf,  and  fhould  never  think 
myfelf  an  entire  man  again,  and  if  I  had  not  hope  to  enjoy  again 
your  learned  converfation ,  I  (hould  findc  nothing  but  bitternefs  in  my 
life  *,  nothing  in  my  ftudies  but  Thorns  ,  at  this  time  efpecialJy,whcn 
I  am  promifed  a  retreat  three  miles  from  Bloys  ,  and  that  I  fhall  come 
under  the  jurifdiftion  of  J^.  the  Lieutenant  General.  I  do  not  much 
rejoyce  at  this  your  new  Dignity  ,  becaafe  I  do  not  rejoyce  at  the 
fervitude  of  my  friends ;  and  becaufc  I  do  nor  count  it  any  great  hap- 
pmefs  to  be  alwayes  handling  the  Sores  and  Ulcers  of  the  people.  1 
make  more  reckoning  of  your  idlencfs  than  of  your  imployment,  and 
of  the  Elegy  you  will  make  than  of  all  the  judgements  you  will  give. 
If  you  plcafeto  fend  it  ,or  pleafe  to  bring  it  your  fclf  to  Far  is  ,  yon 
flial!  make  choife  your  fclf  in  what  place  of  my  book  you  will  have  it 
I  fct  j  and  I  fhall  not  be  a  little  proud  to  have  fo  fair  a  mark  remaining 
I  of  your  fricndfhip.  I  had  more  to  fay ,  but  I  was  puU'd  away  from 
my  Letter ,  and  your  own  bcft  friends  debauch  me  *,  I  muft  therefore 
perforce  leave  you ,  yet  alTuring  you  once  again  that  I  am  infinitely 
glad  I  fhed  my  .tears  for  you  without  caufc,  and  that  no  man  is  more 
truly  than  my  felf 

htVarisT.Sept.ie^i.  Sir,    Toiir^&e. 

To  MounpeHr  Chaplain. 

Letter     XIU. 
Sir, 

IF  your  ticket  had  overtaken  me  at  OrLems^  I  had  certainly  return- 
ed to  Pnrii  to  receive  that  honour  it  proraifed  me  >  and  not  have  loft 

fo 


f 
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fo  pleafmg  a  vifit  »  which  would  have  comforted  me  for  ^  troublcfom 
one  that  affliftcd  me  not  a  little  the  day  before.  But  the  mifchief  iSf 
that  I  was  come  hither  before  your  ticket ,  and  all  I  can  do  now  ,  is 
to  let  you  know  the  grief  I  take ,  that  my  inclination  and  my  affairs 
lye  not  alwayes  in  the  fame  place.  They  have  drawn  me  from  the 
fuburb  Saint  German ,  to  make  me  ride  Port  in  chegrcarclt  violence  of 
the  late  heat ',  and  have  cypofed  my  head  to  all  the  beams ,  or  to  fpeak 
like  a  Poet ,  to  all  the  Arrows  of  the  Sun.  I  vow  unto..you  that  be- 
ing in  this  cafe,  I  even  repented  my  fclf  of  allthc  good  1  had  ever 
faid  of  it,  and  would  fain  call  back  my  praifes,  feeing  it  made  no 
difference  ac  all  between  me  and  my  Port  boy,who  had  never  prai(i»d 
it.  Thanks  be  to  God  I  am  now  in  place  of  fafety  ,  where  you  may 
wtU  think  1  leek  rather  to  quench  my  thirft  ,  than  to  clear  my  Sun 
burnt  fkmj  and  look  more  after  refrefliing  than  tricking  my  fclf  up. 
To  this  purpofc  1  forget  nothing  of  that  I  have  learned  in  Italy :  My 
ordinary  Dice  is  upon  the  fruirsofAutumne  j  being  of  opinion  that  no 
intemperance  of  thefe  pure  Viands  can  be  difhoneft  ,  and  that  it  is  not 
fie  to  bt  fober  as  long  as  the  Trees  offer  us  their  ftore,and  temptour  ap. 
petite.  Be  pleafed  Sirjthat  my  bufinefs  may  not  be  to  do  untill  the  trees  ^ 
rtiall  have  nothing  upon  them  but  leaves^  and  that^  may  not  go  to  the 
Cictie  but  when  the  winter  drives  me  from  the  Countrey.  In  the  mean 
time,I  leave  mine  honouritoyour  care,  in  the  place  where  you  are ,  and 
I  recommend  unto  you  a  little  reputation  that  is  left  me,  having  fo 
many  wars  upon  me,  and  fo  many  combinations  madeagainft  me.  I 
would  be  glad  my  name  had  lefs  luflre ,  and  my  life  more  quiet ,  but 
I  know  not  where  to  finde  obfcurity  j  I  am  fo  well  known,  if  not  by 
my  good  qualities ,  at  lead  by  my  ill  fortune,  that  though  I  fhould 
banifh  my  felf  into  a  ftrange  Countrey  ,  I  do  not  think  I  could  be 
hidden.  VbiqueNotus perdidicx^lio  locum  y  I  have  no  remedy  there- 
fore but  to  continue  in  this  famous  miferie,  and  to  be  labouring  conti- 
nually to  provoke  the  envious ,  and  to  make  work  for  the  idle*,  where- 
in notwithftanding,  iflfhalldoany  thing  that  pleafeth  youji  fliall 
not  think  my  labour  illbeftowed :  I  am  in  truth  in  great  im- 
patience to  make  known  to  all  the  World ,  the  account  I  make  of  your 
virtue  :  and  to  leave  a  publtck  Tcftimony,  and  if  I  durft  fay  it,  an  eter- 
nal ',  by  which  porter ity  may  fee,  that  we  have  loved  one  another  9  andfj 
that  I  paffionately  have  becn^  and  am 

From  BalT^ac  10. 

September  1611.  Sir,  TouYy&c. 
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2),  B  A  L  Z  A  C  8i 

To  Momfmr  Mainard, 
Letter     Vo 

I  Have  heard  this  day  by  a  Letter  from  Mourifieur  chaplain  ,  that  you 
are  at  ?arif,zx\A  that  in  fomc  bufmcfsof  his  you  have  obliged  hirn 
exceedingly  :  wherein  you  have  done  more  than  ever  you  ment ;,  and 
your  aftion  hath  in  it  a  double  merit.  I  owe  you  thanks  for  it  m  my 
own  behalf:  and  bcfidcs,  being  joyned  as  lam  with  him  in  commu- 
nion  of  all  goods  and  evils  j  you  cannot  fallen  upon  him,  and  leave 
me  free.  He  fends  me  no  word  of  the  nature  of  his  bufmefs  ,  ni 
which  you  have  done  him  fuch  good  offices :  but  I  doubt  me  ,  it  is 
fome  imployment  beyond  the  Alpes  ,  and  dependance  upon  fonne 
AmbalTadour  to  Rome.  Whereof  1  think  I  may  truely  fay  ,  with- 
out giving  reins  tomy  Pdflionatall;  thathe  hith  both  the  fubltarice 
and  the  fHpplcnefs ,  which  are  neceflfary  in  dealing  with  the  brains 
of  that  Countrey,  and  that  he,  under  whom  he  ferves,  may  he  and 
fleep  all  the  time  of  his  imployment,  without  any  prejudice  at  all 
to  the  K^ngi  fervicc.  They  who  fee  but  his  outfide  onely ,  take  him 
for  a  neat  man,  and  one  of  excellent  and  pleafingqualicies:  but  I, 
to  whom  he  hath  difcovered  that ,  which  he  hides  from  all  the  World 
befides :  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  capable  of  great  defigns,  and  that 
befides  fpeculativc  knowledge,  hepoffefleth  thofe  alfo  which  ferve 
Tor  ufe  ,  and  arc  rednceable  to  aftion.  I  would  fay  more  ,  if  the 
Port  would  fuffer  me.  I  will  onely  add  this  in  point  of  his  honefty, 
which  I  faid  ro  you  once  of  an  ancient  Roman ,  that  I  fee  no  ex- 
ample of  virtue ,  in  all  the  firft  Decade  of  Tim  Livius ,  that  is  of  too 
high  a  ftrain  ,  or  coo  hard  for  him.  Never  therefore  withdraw  your 
affection,  torn  fo  worthy  a  place  j  and  fo  long  as  you  thus  oblige  my 
friends,  It  is  I  that  will  be 

Sir, 
At  Balzac  20.  of  'DC'  Tour  moji  humble  and 

cember  idji.  moji  obliged  fei" 

vant  3  &c. 


to 
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Letter    XV. 
Sir, 

Nthe  Letter  which received  from  you,  Ifawa  line  or  tw: 

for  my  fclfj  that  would  even  tickle  a  heart  that  were  harder  thai? 

Q_  minc^ 
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mine  ,  and  which  I  could  not  read  wiihou:  fome  touch  of  vair-glorie. 
There  is  a  pleafurc  in  yielding  to  fuch  Iweet  temptations ,  and  though 
I  know  my  merit  hath  no  right  to  To  gracious  a  remembrance  ,  yet  by 


,^i  what  title  foevcrlcome  to  be  happy,  I  am  boc  a  little  proud  of  my 
'  fortune.  Thcfe  are  Sir  the  meer  eflfcfts  of  your  goodne(s ,  and  your 
'  experiments  in  that  arc ,  with  which  you  know  how  to  gain  hearts, 
and  to  purchafc  men  without  buying  them.  The  faireft  part  of  the 
■ :  carthjin  which  you  have  left  a  dear  remembrance  of  your  name,  gives 
ij  this  teftimony  of  you  by  the  mouth  of  its  Princes  ,  and  of  their  fub- 
jeds  ,  but  feeing  in  the  place  where  you  are,  you  meet  with  fpirits 
of  love  and  tendernefsi  it  cannot  be  that  any  fhould  efcape  you ,  up- 
on whom  you  have  any  deiigu  to  rake  hold.  All  things  are  biting  be- 
yond the  G^romie '■,  the  Sheep  of  that  Countrey  are  worfe  than  the 
Wolves  of  this  j  and  I  have  heard  a  great  perfon  of  our  age  fay,  That 
it  France  hud  a.  SoiU^  certainly  Galcogny  fhrdd  be  the  Irafcibie  part. 
Yet  I  hear  Sir,  you  have  already  fweetned  all  you  found  fowr  there; 

i   and  that  your  onely  look  hath  melted  all  the  fteel  of  the  courages  of 
that  Province.     Mounfieur  de and  my  felf  make  account  to  go 
I  fee  the  progrefs  of  fo  admirable  a  beginning,  and  this  next  Summer  to 
\y,  come  and  behold  you  in  all  your  glorie.    But  if  we  go  thirty  miles  for 

•'  vve  would  more  willingly  go  three  hundred  for and  I 

begin  to  think  already  of  a  vow  to  Loreita ,  that  I  may  thereby  have  a 
colour  to  ^oiol^omc ,  to  be  there  at  the  time  when  you  fhall  do  ho- 
nour to  France  ',  and  maintain  the  K^ngs  rights.  This  cannot  be  too 
foon  for  his  fervice,  nor  foon  enough  for  my  delirc,  who  am 

From  Bd7:ac  4.  of 

Aiigiijt  1 6 ^2.  Sir ,  Tour, &:, 


To  MoHnJlenr  Arnaut,  Ahkt  of  Saint  Nicholas. 
Letter    XVI. 

sir. 

Am  vcfy  flow  in  anfwering  your  Letter,  but  I  could  not  doit  fooner; 
after  three  moneths  of  continual  agitation,  this  is  my  firft  hour  of 


I 

I  Icafure  ,  and  the  firfl  place  I  finde  of  commerce  ,  to  tender  you  the 
I  complement  I  owe  you.  I  fee  well  that  your  word  is  not  fubjcd  to 
the  accidents  of  tlje  World  ,  and  that  I  have  chofen  a  plot  which  is 
out  of  the  reach  of  Fortune.  Your  sf^itdlon  to  me  is  not  of  this  brit- 
tle matter  that  friendfhips  at  Court  be  made  of  j  it  is  of  a  more  ex- 
cellent flufF,  and  fuch  a^' neither  time  can  wear  out,  nor  my  negli- 
gence wejken.  I  need  not  doubt  of  prcferving  a  good  that  you  keep 
I  for 
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for  me  ;  your  faithfulncfs  is  more  than  my  negligence,  and  I  am  mora 
alTured  of  your  honcfly  than  of  my  own  ^  nocwiihftanding  what  cer- 
tainty focvcr  I  have  of  your  love ,  it  is  no  trouble  to  me  to  have  new 
^fluranccs:  M^n  that  arc  well  enough  perfwaded  ,  yet  will  go  to  a  ^ 
Sermon ,  and  take  a  pleafurc  to  hear  that  they  know  already.  For  my 
felf  I  can  never  be  weary  of  reading  a  thing  that  gives  me  fatisfa- 
ftion,  and  though  it  were  as  feigned  as  it  is  true,  yet  you  write  ic 
with  fo  good  a  gracf,-hat  it  would  be  a  pie ar^re  to  be  fo  deceived* 
yet  it  was  fit,  you  fhould  have  ftayed  there  j  and  not  caufe  me-to  fall 
from  joy  into  prefumption  :  How  can  you  look  myfpirit  fliould  con-: 
tain  ic  felf  within  its  bounds,  knowing  that  I  am  talked  oiztKome^ 
and  that  my  name  is  fometimes  pronounced  by  the  moft  eloquent, 
mouth  of  Itai^  ?  you  Hiould  have  concealed  the  exprefs  charge  yoaj 
had  from  M.  the  Cardinal  of  Bentivoglio,  to  fend  me  his  Hiftory  >  or. 
at  lead:  foe  a  temper  to  my  vanity  ,  you  fnould  have  told  me  at  thcf 
fame  time ,  that  I  mufl  not  impure  a  favour  to  my  own  fufficiency,  for 
which  I  am  beholding  to  your  good  offices ',  I  may  believe  Sir  that  he 
had  never  had  this  thought  of  me ,  if  you  had  not  ftirred  it  up  in  him 
by  fome  favourable  mention  you  made  of  my  perfon  j  and  I  know  he 
putsfo  greatatruftinyou,  that  after  you  have  once  made  a  com- 
mendation ,  he  would  make  a  confcience  to  ufe  his  own  juc^gcmenc 
in  examining  my  wcrch.  From  what  ground  foever  my  happinefs 
comes ,  I  am  bound  to  acknowledge  the  vifible  caufe  ,  and  to  that  I 
deftinate  my  fiiA  good  dayes  journey  that  God  fliall  fend  me.  I  will 
not  fail  to  give  thanks  to  M.  the  Cardinal ,  and  to  give  him  an  account 
of  my  reading  ,  that  he  may  fee  I  know  as  well  how  to  receive  as  he 
to  give.  In  the  mean  time  I  offer  him  a  prefent  far  unworthy  of  the 
magnificence  of  his,  and  which  will  fhew  him,  how  with  his  hook 
of  Gold  he  hath  fifhed  but  brafs ,  fuch  as  it  is  youfhall  do  me  a  favour 
to  prefent  it  to  him,  and  to  lee  me  hold  the  poflTeflion  I  have  in  your 
love,  whofe  lam  all  my  life 
At  Ed'xac  I  o.  of  Sir ,  Tohy^  &c. 

May  1634. 


To  Momfiefir  de  Nefmond,  Controller  of  the  Prince 

of  Conde's  Houfe-  s; 

Letter    XVIL 

Sir,  .  .    , 

MY  dear  Colin  ,  your  Letter  hath  told  me  no  news ,  it  hath  one» 
ly  confirmed  me  in  my  opinion',  and  tcflified  that  you  are  al- 
wayes  good ,  and  alwayes  do  mc  the  honour  to  love  riie.  You  have  qua- 

0^2  lit'-* 
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lltics  of  greater  luftcr  than  thiSjbut  you  have  none  of  greater  ufe  j  and 
-  they  that  could  live  without  your  wifdom ,  yet  cannot  bear  the  mifs  of 
your  goodnefs.  My  fifter  and  I  continue  to  implore  it  in  a  bufinefs 
which  is  already  fet  on  foot  by  your  commendation, and  which  attends 
a  full  accompliftiment  by  your  fccond  endeavour.  It  is  neither  without 
example  nor  without  reafon;  it  needs  but  fuch  an  undertaker  as  your 
felf,  and  you  may  eafilyfavc  it  from  rigorous  juftice,  if  you  will  but 
lend  a  little  aid  to  its  equity.  Cf  your  will  I  make  no  doubt ,  it  is  the 
:  continual  agitation  of  the  Court  that  makes  me  fear ,  which  drives  men 
one  way  and  their  affairs  another.  But  if  the  Heavens  help  us  not,  we 
are  not  like  in  hafte  to  fee  it  in  any  ftate  of  confidence  j  it  will  be  al- 
wayes  Acting  like  the  I  fiind  of  Greece,  untiil  a  great  birth  fhall  make  it 
ftay  i  and  that  God  nuke  fure  the  K^^^gs  vidories  by  the  SlL'cens  fruit- 
fulncfs.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  not  fie  you  fhould  fiay  at  home,  but  that 
you  fhould  make  one  in  all  voyages  •,  but  you  mud  not  be  of  thefe  tra- 
vellours  that  get  many  hoafl:F,and  few  fi  lends.  You  are  in  a  ftatc  of  ob- 
liging and  making  men  beholding  to  you  by  doing  alwaycs  good  ;  and 
now  for  fear  you  fhould  want  matter  to  work  upon,  I  offer  you  matter 
here  to  fet  you  awork.  Be  pleafed  Sir  \  my  dear  Cofinithat  1  intreatyou 

to  deliver  to the  Letter  I  \vi it  unto  him '>  and  when  you  deliver 

if,  to  teflifie  withall  unto  him,  that  having  the  honour  to  be  to  you  as 
lam,  the  things  that  touch  me  mufl  needs  concern  you  j  Heretofore  I 
have  held  good  place  in  his  confidence,  and  to  ufe  the  terms  of  a  man 
you  hate  not :  P^etns  mibi  cum  co  confuettido  &,  cum  fnvatus  crat  Am'ici 
vocabamiir.  Even  lately  2iX.?afis  he  offered  me  courtefies  that  might 
have  contented  a  prouder  mans  vanity  than  mine  j  and  I  received  from 
hi.n  more  good  words  than  was  poffible  for  me  to  return  him.But^thefe 
illuflrious  friendfhips  require  continual  cares,  and  an  alTiduiiy  without 
ccffation.  I  know  they  are  fubjeft  to  a  thoufand  inconveniences,  and 
that  they  grow  cold  if  they  be  not  flirred  up  and  kindled  continually. 
Three  words  of  your  mouth  fpoken  with  a  due  accent,may  favc  me  the 
folliciting  of  three  moneths,and  my  requefls  ought  not  to  feem  uncivili 

feeing  I  defire  nothing  but  that  which hath  done  me  the  honour 

to  promife  me  j  and  thinks  no  otherwife ,  but  that  I  have  received 

ir.  To  this  purpofe  I  fend  you  a  fhortinftrudionfor :and  you 

may  be  pleafed  to  be  a  mean?,thathe  cafl  his  eyes  upon  itjat  fuch  time 
as  the  bufinefs  he  hath  about  your  perfon  fhall  permit  him.  I  would  not 
folllcite  you  fo  boldly  :  norprefs  upon  you  fo  burdenfome  a  familiarity, 
if  youhaJnotyour  felf  made  the  overture  firfl.  It  isa  perfccutionyou 
have  drawn  upon  your  felf  by  the  liberal  off,;rs  you  made  me  in  your 
Letter ;  and  I  conceive  you  did  fpeak  as  you  mean,  as  1  do,  in  protcft- 
ing  that  I  honour  you  with  my  Soul  \  and  am 
From  Balzac ,  20.  Oclob.i  6^2,  Sir,  My  dear  Cofmy  Ymr^  &c. 
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To  Motinfieur  de  Borftell. 

L  E   T   T   E   R    XVin. 
Sir, 

I  Do  not  know  my  k\i  in  your  Letters :  you  are  like  rhofe  Pjinters, 
that  care  not  for  making  a  face  like,  fo  they  make  it  fair.  Certain- 
ly you  thought  upon  fome  honefler  man  than  my  fcif  >  when  you  took 
the  pains  to  write  unto  me  j  and  your  Idea  went  beyond  your  fubjcft : 
or  elfc  you  meant  to  excite  me  to  virtue  by  a  new  fubtility  -,  and  the 
praifes  you  give  me  are  bur  difguifed  exhortations.  They  could  not  be 
Sir,  either  more  fine,  or  more  delicate :  and  I  do  not  think,  that  your 
pretended  Barbarifm  comes  any  thing  bchinde  the  Grecian  eloquence. 
But  tell  me  true  j  Is  it  not  as  artificial  as  Brutus  his  folly  ?  And  are  not 
you  in  plain  terms  a  Cofener,  to  mike  us  believe  you  come  from  that 
climate,  from  whence  the  cold  and  foul  weather  comes  ?  Whereas  ic 
cannot  be  you  fhould  be  born  any  where  but  in  the  heart  oi  Paris,  or 
if  any  place  be  more  French  then  Farr,  that  certainly  mufl  needs  have 
been  your  Cradle.  You  fpeak  too  well ,  not  to  fpeak  naturally  j  this 
garb,  and  this  purity,  in  which  you  exprefs  your  lelf,  is  not  a  thing 
that  can  be  learned  by  Books :  you  owe  ic  to  a  nearer  caufe  j  and 
ftudy  goes  not  fo  far  as  it.  There  have  Grangers  been  MafHiallEof 
France  ,  but  their  accent  hath  alwayes  difcovcred  ,  they  were  not 
natural:  and  they  have  found  it  more  eafie,  to  merit  the  leading  of . 
our  Armies  ,  and  to  gain  che  favour  of  our  Kj^^  ;  than  to  Icam 
our  language  ,  and  attain  a  true  pronouncing.  But  Sir,  feeing  in  your 
perfon,  there  is  feen  an  AmbalTadour  of  eighteen  years  old  ;  and  a  wif- 
dom  without  experience :  there  is  nor  any  thing,be  it  never  fo  wonder- 
full  which  being  reported  of  you,  may  feem  incredible  after  this.  It  is 
fit  onel  y,  that  you  make  more  account  than  you  do,  of  this  fo  rare  and 
admirable  a  quality  :  and  that  you  fhould  ufe  it,  according  to  its  merits; 
and  not  to  employ  it  upon  bafe  fubjefts ,  that  are  not  worrhy  of  ir. 
Otherwifc  how  good  an  Artift  fo  ever  you  be  \  you  will  be  blamed  for 
making  no  better  choife  of  your  Materials  v  and  my  felf ,  who  draw  fo 
much  glory  from  your  fault  y  had  yet  much  rather  fee  you  employ  your 
excellent  language,  in  treating  of  Princes  interefts,  and  theprefent 
cflate  of  Europe,  than  in  advancing  the  value  of  a  poor  fick  man  :  who 

prayesyou  to  keep  your  valuing,  for :  and  afk  you  nothing  but 

pitty  9  or  at  moft  but  affeftion :  if  this  be  to  merit  ir,  that  I  pjflionj re- 
ly am 

From  Bal-:^ac  6, 7{0'  Sir,  Tourj  &c. 

vmberi62$, 

0,3  To 
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jf  1  To  him  Another. 

:^|  L  E   T  T  E  R       X  I X. 

Sir, 

I  Remember  my  promifc,  upon  condition  you  forget  not  yours ;  and 
chac  irt  cafe  you  come  within  fix  miles  of  BalT^ac :  you  will  allow 
nie  the  half  dayes  journey,  I  require.     Ic  is  not  any  hope  I  have 
J  to  fend  you  away  well  facisfied  ,  cither  with  your  Hofte  ,  or  with 
''u'your  lodgjng,ihac  makes  me  to  make  this  requeft ;  but  it  is  Sir ,  for 
f  my  own  benefit :  for  you  know  very  well ,  we  never  have  commerce 
;|  together,  but  all  the  gain  remains  of  my  fide.     I  fin4e  that  in  your 
I  converiation  ,  which  I  feek  for  in  vain,  in  my  neighbours  libraries: 
,'  and  if  there  fall  out  any  errours  in  the  work  I  am  about ,  the  faults  muft 
be  attributed  to  your  abfence.    Leave  me  not  therefore ,  I  intreac 
you,  to  my  own  fence ,  and  fuflfer  me  to  be  fo  proud  ,  as  to  expeft 
one  of  your  Vifits,  if  you  go  to  Santoigne ,  or  otherwife  to  prevent 
ir,  if  you'ftay  at  Lymoufin.    There  are  fome  friend fhips  that  ferve 
onely  to  pafs  away  the  time ,  and  to  remedy  the  tedioufnefs  of  folita- 
rhiefs :  but  yours  Sir,  bcfides  being  pleafant,  is  withall  I  vow  ,  no  Icfs 
pi  ofteable.     I  never  part  from  you  ,  that  I  bring  not  away  plcafures 
iUt  lafl,and  profit  that  dorh  you  no  hurt.  I  make  my  felf  rich,  of  that 
/ou  have  too  much ;  and  therefore  as  you  ought  not  to  envy  me  my 
;ood  fortune,  which  ccfls  you  little  :  fo  you  ought  to  believe  alfo,  that 
IS  long  as  I  fhall  love  my  felf ,  1  fliall  be 

At  Balzac  2o.  of 
T>ecember  162^,  Sir ,  r<?«r,  e^f . 


Another  to  him. 

Letter    XX. 
Sir, 

A   T  that  time  when  Miflrifs parted  from  hence  s  I  was  too 

/\.much  out  of  order  to  prcfent  my  felf  before  a  wife  man  ;  and  I 
tiofe  rather  to  be  failing  in  the  rules  of  civility  :,  than  to  be  im- 
jortunate  upon  you  with  my  grievances.  Now  that  I  am  a  little  at 
Vjict;  and  can  fall  to  work  indiflf^rrent  well*,  I  muft  needs  tell  you, 
hat  the  confidence  I  have  of  your  love,  fweerens  all  the  bittcrnefs 
"  ffiv  fciri: ,  and  tha:  in  mv  moft  fenfiblc  diflaftcs ',  I  finde  a  comfort 
*    ^  '  ^  in 
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in  thinking  of  this.  It  is  certain  Sir ,  the  World  is  ftrangely  altered, 
and  good  men  now  a  dayes,  cannot  make  a  troup.  This  is  the  caufc, 
that  feeing  you  are  one  of  this  little  flock  which  is  prtfcrved  from  in- 
fcftion  5  and  one  of  thofe  thar  keep  virtue  fom  quite  leaving  us*,  I 
therefore  blcfs  inctfTintly  Madam  'Dcjlogcs  ^  for  the  cKcellent  pur- 
chafe  I  have  made  by  her  means:  and  proclaim  in  all  places ,  that 
fhe  difcovercd  me  a  treafure  when  fhe  brought  me  firft  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  you.  If  I  hulband  it  not  ,  and  drcfs  it  with  all  the  care  and 
induftry,  it  deferves  ^  it  is  not,  I  alVure  you ,  for  want  of  defire:  but 
fo  fwcec  and  pleafing  duties ,  have  no  place  amidft  the  traverfes  of  a 
life  in  perpetual  agitation ,  and  your  ordinary  converfation  is  refervcd 
for  men  more  happy  than  I,  I  wait  therefore  for  this  favour  from  a 
better  fortune  than  the  prcfenr,  as  alfo  occafions  by  which  I  may  tcfti- 
fic,thatl  paflfionattly  am 

At  B^/X'^f  I .  of  Fe-  Sir ,   Tour,  &c, 

biUCLiy  1650. 


To  him  another. 

Letter     XXI. 
Sir, 

ALthoughlamravifhed  with  your^eloquence,  yet  I  am  noc  fatif- 
fied :  but  you  remain  flill  unjufl: ,  and  1  not  well  pieafed.  I  fee 
what  the  matter  is*,  youarcfo  weary  of  your  Pennancear  Z;'/«(7;/y/«: 
that  you  have  no  miwde  to  come  and  continue  it  in  Angoumoi^.  You 
like  better  to  go  in  a  ftr eight  line  to  the  good,  than  to  goto  it  by  the 
crooked  change  of,  evih  and  prefer  a  fafc  harbour  before  an  incom- 
modious creek.  Wherein  Sir,  I  cannot  blame  your  choile  j  onely  I 
complain  ofyourjproceeding',  and  findeitftrange,you  fhould  difguife 
your  joy,  for  efcaping  a  bad  paflige  ,  and  that  you  are  content  to  be 
unhappy  at  Rocholh  becaufe  you  will  not  venter  to  be  unhappy  here. 
Thefe  high  and  Theological  comparifons,  which  you  draw  from  the 
aufterity  oi  Anchorets ,  concerning  woiks  offupererogatition,  concern- 
ing Purgatory  and  Hell,  make  me  know  you  are  a  mocker,and  can  make 
ufe  of  ironies,  with  the  fkill  and  dexterity  of  Socrates.  Take  heed  i  be* 
not  revenged  upon  this  Figure  of.,  yours  by  another ,  and  rerurn  you 
Hyperboles.  For  this  once,  I  am  refolved  to  fufFcr  all  >  hereafter  per- 
haps, I  fliall  help  my  feif  with  my  old  Arms.  But  howfoevcr  the  World 
go ,  and  in  what  ftile  focver  I  write  unto  you ,  you  may  be  fure  I  fpeak 
ferioufly,  when  I  fay,  that  I  very  firmly  am  i 
At  B<?/c^tfff  9.  Sept.  1 6 3 04  *  Sir,  Tourj  &c. 

0.4  To 
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To  him  another. 
Letter    XXIL 

I  Am  exceedingly  beholding  to  you  for  rcmembring  mci  and  for 
ihe  good  news  you  have  fo  liberally  acquanted  me  withall.    If  chey 

.    ^oved  Soger  ,  as  well  as  they  love  Sale  ',  they  fhould  have 

I    enough  of  it ,  never  to  drink  any  thing  but  Hyppocras  \  nor  to  eat  any 
I    thing  but  Cooifits.     Without  jelling  I  vow ,  thefc  are  excellent  Re- 
>     bcls  -,  and  their  fimplicity  is  more  fubtill  than  all  the  Art  aad  Maxims 
I     of  Florence.   Thefe  Mariners  read  Leflfons  now  to  the  inhabitants  of 
I     lerrci  finni  \  and  are  become  the  P<edagogias  of  Princes.     There  is 
I     nothing  of  theirs  that  troubles  me,   but  the  propofition  of  ^hcir 
Truce.     They  fhould  rejcft  it,  as  a  temptation  of  the  Devi]  rand  I 
dare  fwear ,  it  was  never  fet  a  foot,  but  to  gain  time  and  opportuni- 
ty :  The  good  will ,  the  Spaniard  makes  fhew  to  bear  them  j  is  the 
I    baite  they  fhew  upon  the  hook  they  hide ,  he  fecks  not  after  them, 
but  to  catch  tliem  s  and  he  makes  fhew  of  kindncfs ;  becaufe  he  could 
do  no  good  with  force.     Though  I  have  not  read  the   Book  you 
fpake  to  mc  of*,  yet  I  doubt  not  of  its  worth  and  goodaefs  j  I  know 
the  Authour  is  a  man  of  great  learning  and  experience,  and  one  that 

ha:  h  been  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  I  mean  of ;  who 

•  no  doubt  hath  acquainted  him  with  all  the  Myfteries  of  our  flate.  For 
my  felf  /it  muft  needs  be  that  I  fpeak  but  at  hap  hazard  of  this  mat- 
ter:  for  it  would  be  a  miracle',  if  by  living  in  the  Woods ,  I  fhould 
learn  the  fkill  to  govern  the  Citties ',  and  that  I  fhould  be  a  Polititian 
and  a  Lawyer ,  being  fcarce  cither  a  man,  or  a  Cittizen  :  for  to  fpeak 
truely ,  If  the  firfi  be  a  fociable  creature ,  and  the  other  a  manager  of 
fome  part  of  the  Common-wealth  :  I  fee  not  in  the  eflate  I  am  in, 
how  I  can  juflly  pretend  to  either  of  thefe  two  qualities.  In  favour 
therefore  of  Mounficur I  yield  up  my  right  in  all  the  good  I  re- 
ceive from  you  i  and  in  all  the  praifes  you  give  me  ,  as  things  that 
much  more  belong  to  him  than  me.  Admire  as  much  as  you  will ,  his 
fubtiliry  *,  but  yet  make  fome  reckoning  of  my  true  minde  j  and  give 
him  that  which  I  leave  himjr  but  yet  keep  for  me,  that  which  you  can- 
not take  from  me  ,  without  doing  me  wrong  :  I  mean  your  good  will ; 
which  ought  to  be  the  prize  of  my  pa(rion,and  of  the  fidelity ,  with 
which  I  fhall  be  all  my  life 

MBAl^aci.of  Sir,  Your,&e. 

f me  16^0. 

Te 
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To  him  another. 

Letter     XXIII. 
Sir, 

I  Should  be  extreamly  culpable  ,  if  you  were  not  extreamly  good  > 
but  I  know,  you  are  no  rigorous  eKaftour  of  that  which  is  your  due, 
and  that  you  have  much  indulgenccjfor  the  faults  cf  thofe  you  love. 
My  idlenefs  is  even  become  ftupidity  ',  and  hath  taken  from  me  all  ufe 
both  of  fpeaking  and  writing  •,  yet  all  things  confidercd  ,  this  is  no  ill 
quality  at  this  time  :  no  manisbound  to  give  account  of  his  filencc; 
and  many  become  Delinquents  for  their  fpeaking.  I  do  not  think 
therefore  you  would  alk  me  news,  in  a  time,  when  reporting  it  is  dan- 
gerous :  and  when  one  may  be  called  in  queftion  to  make  explication 
of  it  before  Magiflrates  \  though  the  litteral  fenfe  of  our  words  be 
innocent,  they  may  fearch  the  allegorical ,  and  (land  pup.ftual  upon 
an  equivocal  term  to  make  us  culpable  of  another  mans  fubtilty.  But 
I  defie  the  moft  pregnant  Grammarian,  and  the  mofi  fevere  inquifitoor 
to  find  any  faulc  in  the  protcffation  I  make  cf  moft  perfcftly  honouring 
your  virtue^  and  of  being  with  all  my  Soul 

M?cixk^.Qi  Sir,    Your^&c. 

May  i6n» 


To  him  Another. 

Letter     XXIV. 
Sir, 

IF  my  Letters  had  not  been  loft ,  you  fliould  have  known  long  ere 
this  the  joy  I  have  had  in  being  made  certain  of  the  moft  important 
truth,  that  ever  kept  my  minde  in  fufpence  j  and  in  learning  from  your 
felf  that  you  dome  alwaycs  the  honour  to  love  me*,  not  that  i  ever 
doubted  of  your  goodnefs,but  I  have  fo  much  knowledge  of  my  own  un- 
fortunatenefs ,  that  I  cannot  hear  any  111  news  fo  incredible  which  I  do 
not  believe  to  be  very  probable.  Yet  I  perceive  Sir,  by  your  holding  out 
fo  firmly  in  behalfofapariyruined,that  you  are  not  eafily  altered  either 
in  your  opinions,  or  from  your  errours.  That  which  you  have  once  fpo- 
kcn,a»d  indeed  that  you  have  but  once  conceived,is  never  changed  nor 
revoked  j  and  therefore  as  l!have  nothing  more  dear  nor  more  precious 
than  your  friendfhip,fo  have  I  nothing  alfo  more  afturedjOr  of  more  foli- 
dity.  This  your  ancient  G:>*«j/2  probity  is  nota  whitaltred  by  contagion 
of  our  ill  examples,  &:  the  ftrength  of  your  conftitution  \\ii\\  been  able 

to 
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to  refift  the  ill  air  of  ourCourr.  It  is  not  out  of  ignorance  that  you 
follow  not  the  falfe  maxims  of  this  age  j  but  follow  your  own  and 
thofc  that  be  lawfully  and  if  it  be  true,  that  the  King  of  the  Flies 
hath  a  fting  indeed  ,  but  never  ftings  >  it  is  much  more  true  of  you ,  that 
having  the  power  and  abiliry  to  do  evil ,  yet  for  all  ^that  you  are  no 
evildoer.  But  this  would  be  too  little  to  praife  you  but  thus  j  they 
that  underhand  you  well,  will  fay  with  me  ,  there  is  nothing  in  virtue 
fo  high,  or  difficult,  which  your  Soul  hath  not  attained  unto  :  and  as 
nature  hath  given  you  all  the  good  qualities  that  cannot  be  acquired 
by  ftudy',  fo  your  own  ftudy  hath  procured  you  all  tht  good  qualities 
that  arc  not  in  the  gift  of  nature.  Though  your  courtefics  had  left  me 
my  firft  liberty  ,  and  that  there  were  neither  Obligation  on  your 
part,  nor  Refcntment  on  mine  ,  yet  I  fhould  fay  as  much  as  I  do,and 
give  this  teflimony  of  you  before  all  the  World  ,  and  I  am  not  Icfs  true 
of  my  word  than  I  am 


Another  to  him. 

Letter     XXV. 
Sir, 

THis  bearer  will  tell  you  how  often  in  a  day  I  am  fpeaking  of  you, 
and  in  what  efteem  your  virtue  is  in  all  places  where  I  am  heard 
fpeak  i  I  fpeak  of  nothing  elfe  but  of  the  kinde  of  life  you  have  cho- 
fen,  and  this  1  propofe  as  the  peace  of  paflions,  which  with  others 
are  fo  mutinous ,  and  as  the  Kingdom  of  wifdom,  which  is  not  free  in 
the  great  World.  Never  repent  you  of  fo  hardy  a  flight,  nor  of  fo  no- 
ble a  banifhment  j  the  leafure  that  you  take  is  far  better  than  the  im- 
ployment  that  others  defire ,  and  you  are  that  clofc  happy  man  that 
enjoys  true  happinefs  without  either  pomp^  or  envy. 

^^muliis  iUe  Jovis^  celfa  qui  tmit  is  ah  arce. 

Sub  pedibm  velfamma.  videtfaftigU  7((^um: 

^uem  non  amhigui  fafcesynon  mobile  vulgus^ 

i{on  leges,  non  ctifira  tcnent,  qui  peCtore  magno 

Spemque  metumque  domat  vitio  fublimior  omni  * 

Exemptus  falls ,  indignantemqm  repellit 

Fertunam ,  dubio  quern  non  in  tuYbine  rerum 

Dependet  fup/ema  dies,  fed  abire  payatum 

\Ac  pkmm  vita,  &c.  ^. . 

This 
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This  me  thinks  is  your  very  dcfcripdon,  and  might  be  mine  alfo, 
if  I  had  cut  off  a  little  thread  by  which  I  hang  ftill  about  ?am  •,  cue 
of  a  fancic  of  my  fiiends  ,  without  any  hope  at  all  in  my  felf;  for 
thanks  be  to  God  I  have  purged  my  fpirit  from  all  fmoaks  and  fumes 
of  the  Court ,  and  my  ambition  goes  no  further  than  the  border  of 
my  village.  I  have  no  longer  any  thoughts  but  ruflipk  and  provin- 
cial? and  demand  not  of but  onely  abatement and  re- 
turn of  QuaitcC  EfcHi-')  if  thefe  be  two  things,  and  as  it  is  faid,  both 
wichin  his  power.  One  conierence  with  you  will  fully  accomplifh  the 
fetling  me  in  a  good  ftate  ,  and  you  cannot  deny  your  counfel  to  a 
man  that  hath  a  longing  to  put  it  in  pradifej  and  who  is  with  his 
whole  heart 

At  Bd^c  1.  Sir ,    rour,&c. 


Another  to  him. 

Letter    XXVI. 
Sir, 

THis  day  being  the  fix  and  twentieth  of  April  ,  I  folemnly  re- 
nounce all  Complements  ,  yet  after  I  have  told  you  firft  that  I 
never  ufed  any  with  you  ,  but  fuch  as  were  moft  true  j  and  that  whac- 
foever  I  have  written  unto  you  heretofore  untill  now  ,  is  of  as  great 
force  and  vigour  as  if  it  had  paiTed  before  a  publick  Notary.  I  have 
with  a  great  deal  of  plcafure  read  the  Latine,  which  you  did  me  the 
favour  to  fend  me  h  the  force  of  the  reafoning  ^  and  the  Oeconomy  of 
the  difcourfe  content  me  exceedingly  ^  onely  one  little  word  diflafts 
me,  and  your  friend  might  well  have  for  born  to  couple  us  with  Ma- 
hometans and  Infidels.  The  liberty  which  the  K^ng  gives  his  Sub- 
jeds,  not  to  be  of  his  opinion,  ought  not  to  reach ;to  the  fcandali- 
Zing  of  that  opinion ,  and  feeing  hcholdsitaglorie  to  be  theeldcft 
Son  of  the  Church  ,  to  call  this  Church  a  whore  ,  is  in  good  French 

to  call He  deferves  Sir  more  refped,  and  your  Doflours  fhould 

have  more  difcretion :  For  in  truth,  if  their  Religion  were  the  prime 
Religion  of  the  Kingdom ,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  preach  it 
in  the  Lovure  *,  rhey  could  never  fpeak  in  higher  terms  ,  nor  handle 
Catholicks  in  a  ruder  manner  than  they  do.  I  alTurc  my  felf  you  will 
be  in  this  of  my  opinion  :  One  rouft  alwayes  remember  the  condition 
of  the  time,  and  the  ftate  of  affairs  j  wife  men  will  never  provoke 
them  that  are  eafiiy  able  to  undo  them  *,  and  in  the  ancient  triumphs  it 
was  lawfull  for  the  Souldiers  to  feoff  at  their  General  i  but  it  was  not 

law- 
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lawfnll  for  the  vanquifhed  to  fpeak  reproachfully  of  the  Conquerour  s 
you  may  plcafe  to  make  fomc  rcfleftion  hereupon ,  and  I  know  you 
will  conceive  that  innocency  it  felf  becomes  culpable,  if  it  draw  on  pcr- 
fccution.  I  bid  you  goodnight,  and  am 

■  At  'Balyic  26.  of  Sir,  ToHYi&c. 

April  1634. 


Another  to  him. 
Letter     XXVII. 

S'lY^ 

Without  accepting  the  challenge  you  (ent  me ,  I  thank  you  for 
the  care  you  had  to  make  me  winne  honour  h  If  it  came  of  ic 
fcif  1  would  perhaps  not  (lick  to  receive  it,  but  if  it  cannot  be  had 
without  contefting ,  I  will  none  of  it ;  I  love  my  eafe  too  well ,  I  fay 
not  to  lofe  it ,  but  even  to  hazard  it  in  the  btft  quarrel  of  the  World. 
I  am  as  patient  and  as  utterly  difarmed  as^  an  Anabaptift  j  I  zm 
afraid  of  a  Foyt,  or  a  Squib  j  far  from  running  upon  Mufkets  and 
Swords  points ,  as  they  fay  in  our  Vicinage.  It  would  be  a  hard  mat- 
ter to  draw  a  man  of  this  humour  to  a  Combat ;  but  a  much  harder 
matter  to  make  me  ftand  in  argumentation  ,  being  refolved  to  let  the 
World  hold  what  opinion  it  pleafeth,  and  even  to  forfake  my  own, 
if  any  man  will  wrangle  with  me  for  it.  I  defire  neither  to  crtablifh 
my  own  Maxims  ,  nor  ,to  deflroy  other  mens  *,  and  if  a  Maftcr  of 
Arts  fhould  come  and  try  me  with  Omnis  Homo  Currit ,  I  would  anfwer 
him  Lafcialo  andar ;  and  if  he  fhould  go  on  and  ky^fed  Vetrm  Curritf 
I  would  reply,  Lafcialo  flar  \  and  if  he  would  conclude  ,  E-fgo  Fetrus 
efl  Homo ,  I  would  take  my  leave  of  him  and  fay ,  che  nC  Importa  ?  I 

have  very  ferioufly  confidered  of  the  the  Letter  of and  ab- 

folutely  loft  all  remembrance  of  my  own  *,  I  thought  I  had  reafon, 
and  perhaps  I  was  wrong,  his  intentions  might  be  good ,  but  my  in- 
terpretation of  them  was  naught.  The  conclufion  is*,  He  is  a  man  I 
make  infinite  account  of,  and  his  friendfhip  fhall  alwayes  be  dearer 
to  me  than  my  own  opinion.  I  conjure  you  to  give  him  alTurance 
hereof,  and  to  get  his  leave  that  I  may  live;  feeing  I  am  already 
beholding  to  you  for  fo  many  other  courtefies ,  and  am  alfo  with  all 
niy  Soul 

At Balq^c  t$.Aii'  Sir,  TottTt  &c. 

guft  1634* 

Te 
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To  Mounfteur  de  Bois  Robert. 

Letter     XXVIIL 

F  it  had  not  been  for  a  troublcfom  rheum  which  hath  followed  irc 
now  thefe  fifcccn  dayes ,  I  fhould  have  (ooncr  thanked  you  for  the 
new  courcefies  you  have  done  me  ,  and  for  the  late  pains  you  have  ta- 
ken for  the  moft  unprofitable  fcrvant  you  have.    God  will  reward  a 
nature  fo  free  and  noble  ,  for  my  felf  I  can  but  praife  it,  and  give  it 
the  Tcftimony  that  is  due 'unto  it.    But  to  make  it  perfeft  ,  I  intreac 
you  it  may  be  as  Iwect  as  it  is  gracious ,  and  heal  me  if  it  may  be  with- 
out thrufting  your  nails  into  my  fores.    I  dciire  not  to  be  left  in  my  ill 
eftate  by  flattery,  bucyct  Idclire  to  be  drawn  out  of  it  without  rough- 
ncfs ;  words  alone  fealoned  with  fwectnefs  content  me  more  than  good 
deeds  that  are  dry  ,  and  come  from  a  proud  hand.    Be  not  therefore 
like  the  friends  oi  Job  ,  who  reproached  him  in  conforting  him  *,  but 
be  compaflionate  a  little  to  humane  infirmities ,  and  remember  you 
cannot  alter  me,  unlefs  you  new  make  me.     1  dare  not  fay,  that  I  pre- 
fer the  liberty  of  Defarts  before  the  magnificence  ofCourts;  and  that 
chains,  though  neverfo  well  made  and  guilded  over,  do  yet  not  tempt 
me  •,  I  onely  fay ,  I  know  my  felf  too  well  to  meddle  in  a  trade  where- 
of I  am  not  capable,  and  to  begin  a  life  which  I  muft  needs  end  ,ac 
the  very  beginning.    Thus  Sir,  I  do  that  out  of  confideration  which 
you  think  I  do  out  of  lazinefs,  and  the  faintnefs  of  my  fpirit  comes 
from  that  of  my  body.    But  1  know  it  is  impolfible  to  perfwade  you 
to  this,  and  no  means  is  left  me  to  juftific  my  ficknefs  but  by  my  death, 
and  when  you  have  lof^me  ,  then  you  will  finde  and  fay  1  had  reafon 
I  to  complain.    In  the  mean  time  I  underftand  that  the  Devils  of  Faris^ 
'of  EfuxelSj  &c.  are  not  let  loofe  ,  and  commit  outrages  upon  me  in 
four,  or  five  languages.   The  contrary  faftion  fortifies  it  felf  day ly,  and 
there  fcems  to  be  merit  and  piety  in  tearing  afundcr  my  reputation. 
Leave  me  not  therefore  to  advcrfariesfo  incenfed,  and  add  not  your 
rigour  to  their  cruelty.    I  conjure  you  to  take  fome  care  of  an  affliftcd 
Soul  ,if  I  havedcfcfts,  fupply  them  by  your  virtue  j  if  I  be  negli- 
gent in  my  affairs,  be  you  my  tucour,  but  exa^  no  more  of  me  than 
nacure  hath  given  me.     You  are  too  generous  to  put  back  a  man  that 
cafts  himfeif  between  your  arms ;  and  one  that  is  more  than  any  other 
in  the  World, 

hiBal:^ac^.oi  Sir,    Tour^&c, 

J  anna,  J  i6j2. 
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To  Mounfienr  Defcartes. 

Letter     XXIX. 
Sir, 

YOurLetrer  found  me  in  the  blacked  humour  I  was  ever  in  in  a| 
my  hfe.  To  tell  you ^  that  in  that  eftate  it  brought  me  joy;  wert 
it  to  fpeak  too  boldly  for  a  man  in  mifcrie  ;  but  it  is  true ,  it  did  a  lic-| 
tic  mitigate  my  fadnefs,  and  made  me  capable  of  confolation.  i  dc 
no  more  now  live  but  in  the  hope  1  have  to  go  fee  you  ziAmfterdam ; 
and  to  embrace  that  dear  Head  ,  which  is  fo  full  of  rcafon  and  under- 
landing.     This  isthatwhiclj  hinders  me  from  inviting  you  to  come 

hither  j  where :  He  is  ever  in  theflavery  ofCeremoniesand  Com 

plements  ',  and  playes  the  coward  with  fuch  a  contradiftion  of  hij 
fpirit ,  that  one  could  r40t  imagine.  He  hath  the  Soul  of  a  Rebel ',  and 
the  fubmifRon  of  a  flave :  if  you  may  believe  him,  he  hath  no  ambi^ 
tion  J  yet  he  confenrs  to  that  of  anocher ',  and  dies  of  a  ficknefs  that  is 
not  his  own,  See  ^vhac  it  is  to  be  a  fycophant  j  and  to  be  undutitull  by 
obedience.  But  you  Sir,  hare  raifed  your  raindcs  above  thefe  vulgat 
confidcrations :  and  when  I  think  upon  the  Sroic^i  Wifemin,  who  one- 
ly  was  free,  was  rich,  was  a  7^'m^  *,  me  thinks,  I  fee  you  foretold  long 
ago  J  and  that  ze-no  was  but  the  Figure  of  Mounfieur  Defcartes : 

Fccllx  qui  pr.tu'it  Ycrtim  coz/irifccrs  caufas, 
Aique  meiHs  omms^  &  incxGrahile  fatim 
Siibjecitpcdibus. 

Either  you  are  this  happy  man,  or  he  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
World  :  and  the  conqueft  of  truth ,  for  which  you  labour  with  fo  great 
force  and  induflry  fccms  to  me  a  more  noble  bufmefs ,  than  all  that  is 
done  with  fo  great  bruit  and  tumult  in  Germany  and  Italy.  I  am  not  io 
vain  to  pretend  ,  I  fhould  be  a  companion  of  your  travel  herein  5  but 
I  fhall  at  ieafl  be  a  fpeaator  h  and  (hall  enrich  my  felf  with  the  rellicks 
of  the  prey  *,  and  with  the  fuperfliiity  of  your  abundance.  Think  noc 
that  I  make  this  propofirion  by  chance ;  1  fpeak  it  in  great  earneft ;  and 
if  you  ftay  never  fo  little  in  the  place  where  you  are  j  you  fhall  finde 
me  a  Hollmder  as  well  as  your  felf?  and  my  Mafters ,  the  States,  fhall 
not  have  abetter  Citizen:  nor  one  more  paffionatc  for  liberty  than  I, 
am.  Although  I  love  eKtreamly  the  air  of  italj  y  and  the  foyl  thaci 
bears  Orenges  j  yet  your  virtue  is  able  to  draw  me  to  the  Banks  of  thci 
frozen  Sea  *,  and  even  to  the  utrcrmoft  Border  of  the  North.  It  is^ 
now  three  years ,  that  my  imagination  goes  in  qucft  after  you  ',  and, 

thati 
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that  I  even  die  with  longing  to  be  united  to  you  ,  and  never  to  pare 
from  you  again  :  and  to  teftifie  unto  you,  by  a  continual  fubjcftion, 
that  I  paflionately  am 

At  Paris  2$.  oi  Sir,    Tonr^&c, 


To  Mounpmr  de  la  Motte-Aigron. 
Letter     XXX. 

I  Have  heard  of  the  happy  accomplifhment  of  your  marriage;  and 
that  it  liath  been  one  ot  the  great  folemnities  of  Kot^J/.  I  have 
cclebrared  it  here  in  my  particular  i  with  Icfs  pomp  indeed  and  tu- 
mulr  j  but  with  as  much  joy  ,  and  fatisfaftion  of  niindc ,  as  they  that 
fung  the  Hsmtnceus.  Though  perhaps  yon  would  not  have  it  fo  *,  yec 
your  contentments  are  mine  i  you  have  not  any  paflion  fo  proper 
to  your  fclf  J  whichisnot  common  with  me,  and  play  the  cruel,  as 
long  as  you  will;  I  will  have  a  fharc  in  that  which  is  yours?  even  then 
when  you  will  nocaffoard  to  give  it  me.  Attheworft,  I  will  love 
you  ftill,  as  I  have  ever  done,  as  a  creature  fupreamly  excellent; 
though  not  fupreamly  juft:  As  there  are  fome  virtues  that  arc  fiercer 
and  fcornfuU  ;  fo  there  arc  fome  fciences  which  have  attraftiy^s 
amidfl  their  difficulties  ,  and  which  draw  us  on  in  thrufting  us 
back :  You  are  like  ihefe  abftrai^  knowledges :  Your  merit  fweet- 
cns  all  your  rigours  :  and  how  hard  foever  the  perfecucion  hath 
been ,  which  I  have  fuffcred :  yet  1  vow  unto  you ,  I  could  never 
finde  in  my  heart  to  hate  the  Tyrant.  I  have  ftill  fo  great  a  care 
of  his  reputation  ,  that  I  would  not  be  thought  innocent  *,  for  fear 
he[fhould  be  blamed  to  have  done  me  wrong;  and  I  had  rather  be 
a  Prevaricatour,  and  treacherous  to  my  it\i y  than  to  feem  I  had 
caufe  of  [complaint  againfl  him.  We  ought  to  condemne  the  memo- 
ry of  this  diforder ;  and  to  fupprefs  this  unfortunate  Ol^mpade.  We 
ought  to  perfwade  our  imagination ,  that  the  matter  is  not  fo  indeed  j 
but  that  it  is  onely  dreamt.  When  you  fhall  pleafe  to  remember  your 
words  •,  I  fhall  fee  your  Verfes ;  and  your  friends  Sermons.  la  the  mean 
time  Sir,  if  you  will  not  have  ic  be  a  meer  liberality ',  I  fend  you  fome- 
thing,  to exercife  commutative  juflice  ,  and  begin  a  traffick  whereof 
the  Toll  is  not  agreed  upon  to  be  taken  of  right.  Never  was  a  man  fo 
mifcrabiy  bufied  as  myfelfj  I  am  intricated  with  an  infinite  number 
of  petty  affairs:  which,  as  you  know  ,  are  no  lefs  cumberfom  than  the 
great :  Oncthrufl  of  a  fword  hurts  not  fo  much  as  a  hundred  pricks  of  a 

Pin: 
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Pin  :  and  the  Arabians  have  a  faying ;  It  is  a  better  bargain  to  be  devoured 
^  a  Lion,  than  to  be  eaten  up  0/  Flies.  If  I  had  you ,  I  fhould  have  a 
Redeemer  •,  bur  your  Scatc-bufincfs,  is  preferable  before  my  inccrcfts  ; 
and  ic  is  better  I  fhould  wane  you,  than  come  to  have  you  with  the 
curfesoftheptop'e.    I  am,  and  fhall  ever  be 

At  Bal-^ac  »p.  /«- 

'^*^34«  Sir,   Tourj&c. 


To  Momjteur  de  Granier'. 

Lett  e  r    XXXL 
Sir, 

THe  day  I  parted  fcomP^rM  \  I  dreamt  not  of  taking  any  journey  j 
but  a  news  which  I  received,  made  me  take  Horfe  within  an 
hour  after  I  received  ir.     This  is  that  which  hindred  me  from  taking 
my  leave  j  and  to  ufe  fuch  compliments  with  you  ,  as  in  luch  cafes 
are  accuftomcd.    If  I  did  not  know  you  to  be  an  enemy  of  the  Ty- 
ranny of  Ceremonies  s  and  that  you ,  as  well  as  my  felf,  cut  off  from 
ftiendfliip  all  vain  pomp  and  fuperfluities ,  I  fhould  fludy  <or  long  ex- 
cufes  to  juflifiefmy  journey:  but  in  fo  doing,  I  fhould  offer  wrong 
to  a  wife  man;  to  think  he  had  opinions  like  the  vulgar  rand  that  he 
would  not  either  give,  or  take  fo  good  a  thing  as  liberty.     I  enjoy 
it  as  I  would  wifh  within  thefe  tluee,  or  four  dayes  j  and  I  have  re- 
ceived it  at  the  Bank  of  the  River  where  1  left  it  the  laft  year.    I  ba- 
nifli  from  my  minde  all  thoughts  of  the  ftreet  Sainr  faques  y  and 
dream  not  either  of  my  Prince  ,  or  Common- wealth  ,  cither  of  ene- 
mies books ,  or  of  my  own  :  I  dream  ,  to  fay  true  ,  continually  of 
you  ;  and  finde  no  image  in  my  memory  fo  pleafing  ,  as  that  which 
prefents  me  the  time   of  our  being  together.     I  would   willingly 
employ  Atlante  ,  or  Mel'ijfe  ,  to  procure  me  a  more  folid  content- 
men  cj  and  to  convey  you  and  your  Library  hither  in  a  night.     I  can- 
not forget  this  dear  retreat  of  your  repofe;for,I  know,  that  with- 
out this,  you  would  finde  even  in  Tryvolie,  a  want  in  your  felicity; 
and  that  without  your  books ,  our  fruits  would  be  but  four  5  and  our 
good  cheer  but  of  ill  rafle  unto  you.     Thefe  are  imaginations  Sir, 
with  which  I  flitter  my  felf;  whilefl  I  ftand  waiting  to  return  toTa- 
r/^jthat  I  may  there  go  finde  out  a  happinefs  which    cannot  come 
hither  to  finde  out  me.     If  in  the  mean  time  youpleafe  to  fend  me 
fome  news ,  whereof ,  you  know  provincial  fpirits  are  eKtreamly  gree- 
ciy  *,  you  Hiall  give  me  means ,  to  make  a  whole  Countrey  beholding 

to 
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to  me',  and  you  need  bucto  didacethem  to :  who  will  cafe  you 

of  the  pains  of  writing  them.  In  thcfc,  I  require  not  the  ftrams  of  your 
un^lcfftanding,  nor  the  politick  Animadvcrfions  which  come  from  this 
accurate,  and  Collincant  judgement ,  (to  ufe  the  barbarous  eloquence 
of  our  friend)  it  fhall  be  enough  for  me  that  I  may  know  in  general 
fomc  part  of  that  which  patTeth,  and  may  have  fome  Epitome  of  the 
Hiftory  which  you  fend  weekly  to  Mounfieur  d'AndtUj.  I  humbly  en- 
treat you,  to  affurt  him  that  I  honour  him  continually  with  pallion  5 
and  aiture  your  felf  alfo,  that  I  am 

At  Bal-3^ac  I  o.  of  Sir ,  Tour,  &c. 

Septemb,  idgi. 

To  Momftenr  de  la  Nauve,  Commander  of  a  Company 
in  P^^cdmont. 

Letter    XXXII. 

Sly, 

MY  dear  Ccufm  ,  I  cannot  endure  you  (hould  be  come  back  into 
France y  for  nothing  but :and  that  he  (hould  folcly  and 

without  mc,  polTcfs  a  happincfs  ,  which  more  belongs  to  me  than  him. 
His  Letters  fpcak  nothing  but  of  your  converfations ,  and  of  your  feaft- 
ings ;  nfcws  which  he  fends  me.  rather  to  brave  me,  and  to  fet  me  in  a, 
longirig,  than  to  give  any  part  in  his  good  forttine,  and  to  juftiiie  his 
.  iiay  at  Vat  is*  I  fliall  one  day  have  means  to  be  revenged  of  him  for 
rhis  malice  :  I  doubt  no:  to  have  liberty  to  walk  abroad  ,  when  he 
fhall  be  tied  to  ftay  at  home ;  and  to  have  my  turn  in  feafiing  and  ma- 
king merry,  when  he  fhall  (tand  waiting  upon  enterremcnrs  ,  and  go 
exhorting  men  that  are  to  be  hanged.  Yet  he  is  all  this  while  your 
V^avorire  in  my  abfence ,  thpugh  he  need  not  think  me  abfcnr ,  un- 
3efs  he  will ',  for  if  he  love  me  enough ,  to  be  troubled  for  loHng  me, 
he  may  eafily  recover  me  ,  by  looking  upon  ycur  face.  This  refem- 
blance  between  you  and  me,  isnot  the  leaft  of  my  vanities;  and  I 
vow  unto  you,  I  am  proud  of  it  in  the  highefl  degree  :  every  day  I 
thank  m.y  Mother  for  it  in  my  heart ;  and  do  a  fccret  homa^jc  for  it  to 
Nature.  It  were  enough  for  me,  to  be  taken  for  your  Coppyi  but  my 
gray  hairs  tell  me  to  my  fhame  ,  that  I  am  rather  your  Original  ,  and 
put  rac  in  minde  of  tiiis  untoward  advantage.  I  fhould  not  do  much 
good,  to  paint  them,  unlcfs  withall,  I  could  difcharge.the  |>enfive- 
ncfs  rhat  hach  changed  rhcm:forthe  tindure  of  this  blots  out  all 
other.  It  is  tic  therefore  to  be  merry  ,  and  to  banifh  fcrrowv feeing  this 
j*  the*  onelv  ineanj  ro  new  makejus.and  to  make  us  ih\t  to  rcfiR  old  a|:e, 
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I  refolvc  my  fclf  to  do  fo  ,  though  ic  be  but  to  do  Fortune  a  fpight; 
and  to  take  from  her  by  my  not  grieving,  the  plcafurc  Hie  thinks 
to  take  in  her  ciucity.  Bjt  this  goodly  rcfoluiion  (lands  in  need 
of  you*,  my  joy  would  be  perfert,  if  you  would  fometimes  bc^a 
man  of  the  Province*,  and  chat  there  were  any  appearance  of  hope, 
to  fee  vpu  at  CondevtUc.  1  kno^v  no  reafon  you  fliould  fcorn  an  Ifl4n(f9 
in  which  our  Ariofio  would  have  charmed  his  dearcfl  Herces  9  and 
whereof  he  would  have  made  a  thoufand  other  Tlrange  devifes  »  if 
he  had  been  able  to  difcovtr  ir.  Venture  to  come  thither  this  next 
Sommcr,  I  conjure  you  to  it  by  the  meraoiy  of :  and  I  will  pro- 
mi  fe  you,  though  not  the  good  fellowfbip  oi  fans  *,  yet  at  leaft  the  fair 
dayesofP^r^',  yecac  Icaft  the  fair dayes  of  fi^ciro/.  But  I  fear  mc" 
much  you  arc  not  refolu^e  enough  to  come  to  civilize  a  clown  j  whj 
yet  is  beyond  all  I  can  fay. 

At  Bal:i^ac  g  of 
JmiiCLij  16^4.  Sir ,  ICmY^  &c. 


Another  to  him. 


Sir, 


MY  dear  Coufin ,  the  beginning  of  your  Letter  had  frighted  me, 
and  I  was  taking   Alarum  at  thefc  words  of  death  and  Phyfi- 
jj  cians,  but  I  recovered  my  fpirits  when  I  faw  the  firft  had  failed  of 
'  his  blow,  and  that  you  ufe  not  the  other  but  to  Arengthen  you  in 
I'  an  cftite  th«y  have  already  put  you  *,  fuch  dayes  as  this  will  prove 
more  healthfull  to  you  than  all  their  Drugs  ,  and  the  fweetncfs,which 
begins  to  fpring  from  the  purity  of  the  Elements,  is  the  onely  Mcdi- 
:   cine  that  heals  without  corrupting,  and  cleanfeth  without  wailing. 
I  For  my  felf  I  think  not  of  dying  when  I  have  once  gotten  March 
\\  over  my  head  ,  and  me  thinks  I  ftnde  my  fclf  renewed  at  the  onely 
ti  fmellingof  the  Violets.    I  make  ufe  of  them  to  more  than  one  fcr- 
•  vice,  they  fcrve  me  for  Broths  as  well  as  for  Nofcgaycs.     I  cannot 
be  pcrfwaded  that  cold  purgeth  the  Air  ,  or  drives  away  fickncfs ;  and 
'  I  am  glad  at  heart  to  hear  the  Duke  of  Fm<z  is  dead  of  the  Purples 
in  the  moneth  of  J^inuarj ,  and  that  in  Germmie.     At  leaft  this  will 
juflifie  the  Summer  and  the  hot  Countreys ,  and  will  fcrve  us  for  a 

proof  againft when  according  tohiscuAom  he  will  plead  our 

adverfaries  caufe.  I  am  more  than  1  thought  I  was  *,  feeing  you  af 
ii;furc  me  that  I  am  fometimes  the  fubjed  of  our  conferctices:  and 
I   though  in  this  you  run  the  haxwd  of  being  in  the  number  of  thoft 
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Or Jtours,  who  were  blamed  for  making  ill  choifc  of  their  fubjcfts ; 
yet  pardon  me  if  I  account  the  tcflimony  of  your  remcmbring  me, 
more  dear  unco  me  than  the  gloric  of  your  well  fpeaking «  and  if  I  like 
rather  you  fhould  talk  of  my  idlenefs  and  of  my  walks  ,  than  to 
difcourlc  of  pubiick  affairs,  or  voyages  of  Princes.  I  regard  not  the 
edimation  of  the  people ,  I  would  give  a  great  deal  to  buy  out  that 
with  which  I  have  gotten  it ;  but  there  are  certain  friendfhips  upon 
which  onely  I  rely  ,  and  to  be  razed  out  of  all  accounts  in  the  Rate 
would  be  Icfs  grievous  to  me  than  to  be  blotted  out  of  your  me- 
mory. Continue  therefore  thefe  conferences  which  are  fo  pleafing  ro 
me,  and  of  which  1  am  in  fpirit a  partaker,  or  rather  deny  me  noc 
thefe  confolations  which  are  fo  fweet  unco  me ,  and  whofe  efied  I  feel 
4  hundred  miles  off.  I  cannot  diftemble  the  need  I  have  of  you ,  I 
could  not  live  if  you  did  not  love  me,  but  withall  you  could  love  a 
man  who  is  more  paHionately  than  I  am 

At  B£l\ac  22.  of  Sir ,  Your^  &e, 

Febr,  1534. 

Another  to  him. 

Letter    XXXIV. 
Sir, 

MY  dear  Coufin ,  (  am  exceeding  glad  to  hear  of  your  news  9  a^ 
for  news  of  the  World  I  fet  fo  little  by  them ,  and  interefl 
my  iclf  fo  little  in  general  affairs ,  that  I  may  boldly  fay ,  I  never  yet 
read  a  whole  Ga\etta  through:  you  may  think  this  a  Hrange  didafle 
of  the  prefent  time  ,  and  a  temarkable  impatience  ,  efpecially  in 
a  man  who  complains  that  Livies  Hiftory  is  too  fhort »  and  wifhes  Hero- 
dotus would  never  make  an  end.  Things  that  wounded  me  hereto- 
fore at  the  very  heart ,  do  riot  now  fo  much  as  fuperficially  touch  me  i 
that  which  1  accounted  as  itiyown  is  now  become  a  flrangcr  to  me, 
and  my  heaft  is  hardned  againi\  all  accidents  that  happen ,  if  the j 
concern  not  cither  my  felf ,  or  my  friends-  It  is  true  the  death  of- — - 
wrought  in  me  tome  compaflfion  \  I  can  never  hate  men  that  arc  extra- 
ordinarie ,  and  it  grieves  me  that  cowardice  fhould  triumph  over  ver- 
tue  9  and  the  Uzie  caafe  the  valiant  to  be  murthcred.  For  this  man 
it  would  not  ferve  to  take  him  at  tabic ,  ic  was  neceflary  to  come  be- 
hinde  him  *,  for  elfc  the  moft  refolutc  of  the  confpiratours  would  ne- 
ver have  had  the  courage  to  do  the  aft  ,  would  never  have  abidden 
rhe  fplcndor  of  that  terrible  countenance,  and  would  have  thought  he 
had  alwaycs  heard  this  voice. 

R  2  Frffe 
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TalUt  temnifas  inter  quod  credis  inermem 
Tat  beliis  quafita.  vlro,  tot  cadibm  aimat 
CMajejias  teterna  Duccm.  Si  admovcris  or  a. 
'Carinas  &  trcbiam  ante  oculos^  Thrafymcnaque  bufla 
St  Fautp .  flare  in gcntem  nmaherU  hmbram. 

Change  but  the  Latin  names  for  Vutck,  and  we  may  conclude  thus  > 

Guftavi  flare  ingent^mmiraberii  tmbram^ 

If  I  fhould  fay  more  ,  I  fhould  feem  to  make  his  Funeral  Orationj 
f  am  neither  fit  nor  officious  enough  to  go  fo  far ,  my  defign  was  onely 
to  write  a  word,  or  two,  and  to  pay  you  all  your  Complements  with 
this  one  little  word,  I  am  but  molt  crucly 

Ac  Baltic  7.  of  Sir ,    Tour,  &c, 

ipyil  1654. 


Another  to  him. 
Letter    XXXV. 

S  I  'liy 

MY  dear  Coufm  ,  T  mean  not  to  fhew  your  Letter  to  the  Doftour 
chat  brought  iclto  me  ,  it  would  make  him  lofe  that  little  hii- 
niiliiy  that  is  Icfc  him  ,  and  he  wouki  think  himfelf  already  In  fiatu, 
ferfitionis  acqmftta  *,  you  do  not  well  to  ufe  him  as  he  were  fomc  rare 
perfonage  ,  it  is  the  way  to  fpoil  him  altogether ,  and  to  harden  a  va- 
nity which  durft  not  otherwifc  fhew  it  ft  If.  I  fhall  have  fomething  to 
do  to  make  him  come  to  himfelf,  and  to  takedown  the  fwcliing  of 
Ms  fpirit,  which  your  tefiimony  hath  put  him  into.  It  is  an  cafier 
rracter  to  corrupt  than  to  reform  the  good  works  more  flowly  than 
the  evil  j  and  I  much  fear  my  remedies  will  not  be  fo  forcible  as  your 
Vioyfon  *,  Under  this  name  auflere  Philofophcrs  would  comprife  the 
Prefent  you  havefcnt  me.  They  conceive  that  perfumes  are  made  of 
fwccc  and  pleafmg  poyfons  ,  and  rhac  if  they  make  no  imprelfion  up- 
on the  body,thcy  yet  cfreminjte  the  vigour  of  the  mindc:  For  my  (ell  I 
hp(--iV  no  fuch  harfh  language  ,  but  concent  my  felt  to  fay  with  an  ho- 
itflcr  man  than  they  :  Cnrfcd  be  thcfe  Ejfem'iyjate  fcrfon's  thu  haze 
:  V'i  down  fo  innocent  and  fo  gvud  a.thln^.  The  ufe  of  it  is  law- 
'  ,  the  excefs  is  forbidden ;  I  know  the  fiffi  ,  and  you  would  ah 
lu^on  '^^  other,    for  to  fpeak  init'lywhar  good  can  come  of  lo 

€3jorbiranc 
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exorbitant  a  liberality?  and  what  means  this  abundance  of  Orcnge 
flower  water  with  which  you  have  loaded  our  MelTengcr?  you  would 
not  have  Tent  me  a  greater  quantity  of  this  water ,  if  where  you  are, 
men  had  rained  a  great  fhowrc  of  it:  and  let  this  be  (poken  witli- 
out  Hyperbole  •,  and  wi thou:  putting  me  upon  the  high  ftrain.  Your 
good  deeds  have  no  fpice  of  the  prefcnt  poverty ,  one  m^y  fee  in 
them  the  abundance  of  the  golden  age  ,  and  an  image  of  that  hap- 
py  time  of  which  a  Poet  writes  j  ihj  poivred  out  by  FlouMs  rvhn 
they  give  now  by  drops'',  yet  you  have  done  well  to  get  beforehand  ; 
hereafter  the  fumpruary  Laws  will  not  fuflfer  you  to  be  fo  lihcral; 
and  you  are  threacncd  with  the  coming  forth  of  a  Proclamanon  that 
will  bring  things  back  to  the  ancient  frugality  of  our  ancefiours. 
Perfumes  flijll  nor  be  ufcd  but  in  Temples ,  and  about  the  facrifices  at  j 

great  tcftivals,  nor  bifkes ',  but  about  the  Pallace,  or  at  the  K^ngs   \ 

Coronation-,  fo  that  you  fhall  learn  the  virtue  of  moderation  by  a  Itflbn 
from  the  Prince  ,  and  you  fhall  be  made  a  good  hufband  if  you  will 
not  be  a  bad  Cittizen.  1  my  felf,  who  profit  by  diforder,  muft  tell 
you  thus  much ,  that  if  you  reduce  not  your  great  Bottles  to  little 
Viols  5  I  fhjll  cnform  againfl  you,  and  yet  will  al.vayes  be 

From  Bd-^^c  lo.  of  Sir,    ronr^&d 

June  i6?4.  - 


Letter    XXXVL 

NEwawii  Hofl  better  paid  than  I ,  for  making  you  poor  Cheer", 
if  you  fhould  make  any  long  journey  at  this  price ,  you  would 
make  your  felf  a  poor  man  before  you  corae  home ,  and  your  firfl 
courtclies  are  fuch  ,  that  they  fcarcc  leave  any  place  for  fecond-  You 
are  fo  good  that  you  are  unjuft ;  to  compare  cur  fruits  to  thofe  oflta- 
ly  is  not  fo  much  to  advance  our  Village ,  as  to  vilifit  '^a.plc^znd.  Flo- 
reme.  This  is  to  affront  her  whom  ^^i^gi/ adored,  and  to  whom  he  faid 
upon  his  knees,  and  holding  up  his  hands ; 

Salve  magna  Tarens  frugum  Saturvia  tellui 
CMagna  virum^SLC. 

There  is  no  reafon  to  pardon  this  excefs  to  a  man  that  makes  pfofc-i- 
fion  of  the  truth^and  who  ought  to  fpeak  that  plainly  which  it  is  lawfuH 
for  Poets  to  difguife.  Thefc  fellows  make  waftc  oftheir  ornaments  and 

R  3  thtir 
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their  figurei  j  they  call  the  worft  wine  they  drink  Ne^^zr*,  and  though 
the  houfe  of  Cacut  were  no  better  than  an  Ox  ftall,  yet  in  their  Yerfe* 
they  make  it  a  K*Wi;^Paliace;  (uch  liberty  is  not  allowed  to  Philofor 
phers  9  and  without  derogation  to  this  quality,  which  you  have  fo  good 
"   Title  to  polTcfs,  you  could  never  have  bcftowed  your  praifes  upon  fuch 
bafe  Vyandt  as  I  was  fain  to  fet  before  you.    And  for  my  cnrertaiomcnt 
with  which  you  feem  much  better  fatisfied  *,  even  that  was  yet  much 
poorer,  and  more  meager  than  my  cheer.    You  know  Sir,  that  in  cur 
commerce,  I  contriburc  nothing  but  my  Oociblenefs,  and  ray  ears;  I  am 
the  people  and  you  the  Theater*,  I  rhcan  a  Theater  reafonable  and  intel- 
ligcn-^  infpired  with  fentences  &  inftrudions,to  whofe  audience  i  would 
run  irom  one  end  of  the  World  to  another ,  and  never  complain  of  my 
pains  nor  c  f  my  journey.    I  would  not  onely  return  you  your  vific  in 
,  Tourain  *,  but  to   hear  you  would  do  much  more  ,  and   go  much 
further  ,  willingly  untertake  as  long  a  voyage  as   AppoUomus  did  , 
who  travailed  many  Kingdoms ,  and  paffcd  many  Seas,  onely  to  fee 
larckts  in  his  Throne  of  Gold  ^  and  hear  him  difcourfmg  of  the  na- 
ture of  things.     Your  Indian  vifagc  and  your  yellow  colour  make 
,  fliew  of  a  Gymnofopkili  •,  but  Gymnofbphi[ls  had  not  the  virtue  that  lies 
hidden   under  this  ycllownefs ;  for  though  tbcy  made  Trees  to  fpeakj 
and  fenc  tcmpefts  on  their  errands  ^  where  they  pleafed, yet  thefc  were 
tffcfts  of  their  Devillifh  arts  ,  and  no  arguments  of  their  wifdom. 
I  Yours  is  not  onely  more  humane  and  more  Lawfull  >  but  is  ufed  al- 
i  fo  with  le(s  pride  and  lefs  violence.    Inftead  of  filling  the  eyes  with 
i  unprofitable  wonders ,  it  makes  to  flow  and  ftream  in  the  Soul  necef- 
I  fary  verities  5  ic  doth  not  aftonifh  mc  with  prodiges,  nor  affright  me 
jj?  with  Thunder ,  but  it  perfwades  me  to  do  that  1  ought  to  do ,  and  in- 
f  flruAs  me  to  know  that  I  ought  to  know.    It  is  the  fame  I  thinl; 
i^  that  appeared  under  the  Empire  of  Trajan  j  and  communicated  it 
-  fclf  to  men  by  the  mediation  of  Vluurch^    Ho<?  have  you  decked 
'  her  without  difarming  her  ?  bow  fweetned  her  countenance  without 
!  wcaknThg  her  force  ?  how  covered  her  Bones  and  Mufcles  with  a  fair 
*  flcfh,  and  made  her  a  body  of  a  Carkafs?  The  Syllogifrae,  which 
^  by  the  faying  of  a  Grecian  is  the  Trident  and  Mace  of  Philofophy, 
f  is  in  your  writings  all  painted  and  perfumed  :  After  you  have  purged 
j]  it  from  the rufl  of  Barbarians  ,  and  from  the  poyfon  of  Sophiflers, 
.  you  make  with  it  a  wholefom  and  delightfull  lancing,  and  no  man 
feeks  to  ward  your  blows,  becaufe  they  heal  and  tickle.     With  thefe 
f  rare  knowledges  you  fhould  entertain  your  ftiends  ,  and  not  with 
i'  the  fruits  of  our  Orchard  ,  nor  with  thofe  of  my  ftudies ,  which  are 
if  as  vulgar  the  one  as  the  other ;  But  yet  feeing  they  pleafe  your  tafle, 
f  and  that  you  demand  of  me  particularly  the  laft  piece  you  faw  of 
'  my  making,  I  have  intreated-*- who  carries  it  to Puris  to  de- 
liver 
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•ifcr  ir  unto  you  in  the  place  where  you  are  j  By  your  cxannple- 1  call 
it  my  dilTcrtirion,  becaufe  we  live  in  a  Countrcy  oi  iibe(ty,aud  where 
auirs  of  this  nature  are  not  under  the  Jurifdirtion  of  rhe  K^ngs  Com- 
oiiflion.  But  I  durft  not  be  fo  bold  at  the  Court ,  where  there  is  no 
longer  any  favour  for  naughty  words,  nor  faftty  for  innovatours  of 
our  language.  Remember  thcrefofe  that  I  fpeak  under  htnedicite, 
and  in  our  moft  flrait  confidence  *,  and  imirate  herein  that  Queen^  who 
in  publick  called  her  Son  by  the  name  of  her  Hulband  ,  but  in  pri- 
vate by  the  name  of  her  favorite  j  much  after  this  fort  do  I ;  having 
conceived  my  work  from  the  acquaintance  1  h^ve  with  the  Latin  i  I 
let  it  in  truth  carry  a  Fremh  title,  but  inftcret  and  fpeaking  in  the 
car  I  give  it  the  name  of  his  Father.  It  is  now  three  moneths  that 
M. de  Nantshiih  been  in  Britanie  ,  and  M.  de  'Xholow^  in  I  angurdoc. 
Upon  the  firfl  opportunity  I  will  not  fail  to  fend  them  your  rare  Pre- 
Tents,  and  lee  them  know  in  what  heigth  of  account  you  hold  rhem 
both.  Do  me  the  like  office  to  Mounfieur  Bourdelot,  and  afTure  him 
that  I  have  great  pretenfions  upon  his  learning ,  and  that  I  ground  my 
felf  rouc'i  upon  his  honefty.  Hercafier  one  of  them  fhill  be  my  trea- 
furein  the  necelhties  of  my  fpiric ,  the  other  my  fanftuary  againft  the 
malice  of  the  World. For  you  Sir,  it  is  impcflible  for  me  to  exprefs  the 
high  opinion  I  conceive  of  you  j  when  the  qneflion  is  to  fpeak  of  your 
virtue,  I  cannot  find e  words  that  give  me  fatisfadion,  and  thertfore  at 
this  tinae  you  fhil  have  from  me  but  the  common  conclulion  of  all 
my  Letters,  that  I  am 

From  Balzac  i^.De-  Sir ,  rou,\  ^c, 
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To  Mounftenr  de  Algue  here,  Comminder  of  h  Com* 
party  in  Holland. 

Letter    XXXVII. 

S;V,  '-'"'"'■ 

YOurLctttr  bathfftayed  here  a  long  time  for  me  *,  if  t  fiii^  been 
here  at  its  firft  arrival ,  I  had  fooner  tcftified  to  you  the  joy  with 
which  I  received  it:  and  the  efpeclal  account  I  make  of  the  meancft 
of  your  favours ,  T  feek  not  afrcr  new  acquaint4nce ;  I  had  rather  I 
could  forgo  one  half  of  thofc  I  have  alreidy  but  for  yours  j  I  vow 
unto  you  I  have  moch  defired  it,  and  you  had  atrraftives  for  me,  even 
in  the  Melancholy  of  my  Qjiartan  Ague.  I  difcovcrcd  a  great  worth 
under  the  veil  of  your  difvaluing  your  felfj  and  fiw  well,  that  you 

R  4  foughc 
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bought  rather  to  go  fifely  and  folidly ,  than  to  go  in  pomp  and  (late  s 
and  had  more  care  to  nourifli  your  minde,  than  to  fct  it  out  in  co- 
lours. I  do  not  therefore  take  you  for  a  fimple  Csptain  of  HoUandy 
who  takes  nothing  but  Stoccadoes  j  and  Circumviliation  *,  and  ftudies . 
fuch  other  words  in  that  Countrey ,  to  come  afterwards  and  fright^us 
with  them  here  in  France.  I  know  you  poflfcfs  no  lefs  the  virtues  of 
peace  ,  than  thofe  that  make  a  noife  and  handle  irop :  and  that  you 
are  a  man  of  the  Library  ,  as  well  as  of  the  Arfcnal.  Mounfieur 
Huggens  ,  I  aflure  my  felf ,  is  of  the  fame  minde*,  and  I  doubt  not, 
but  having  obfcrved  you  in  both  thefe  kindes ,  he  relifheth  as  well 
your  fpirit,  as  be  values  your  courage.  I  am  very  glad  of  the  cOtr 
refpondence  that  is  between  you ;  of  which  ,  if  you  pleafe  ,  I  fliall 
make  ufe  hereafter ,  for  the  fafety  of  our  Commerce.  Bur  Sir ,  I 
have  another ,  more  important  requeft  to  make  onto  you  j  and  I  car-- 
neftly  entreat  you  to  do  for  me ,  with  my  Lord :  the  good  of- 
fices, which  I  have  right  to  hope  your  goodnefs  will  afford  me.  It 
hath  been  written  to  me  from  Varis^  that  he  had  feme  fmiftcr  cwiccic 
of  me  i  and  indeed  the  coldnefs  of  his  countenance  ,  the  lafl  time  I 
had  the  honour  to  do  him  reverence ,  fcemed  to  fhew  as  much.  -  This 
misfortune  comes  not  to  me  by  any  fault  of  mine :  for  I  fwcar  unto  you 
Sir ,  that  I  have  alwayes  carried  towards  him  a  moft  religious  refpcft ; 
and  have  never  fpoken  of  him,  but  as  ofa  man  of  very  extraordina- 
ry parts.     It  muft  needs  be ,  that  this  is  fome  re-Hick  of :  thofc  impref- 

fions,  which hath  left  in  him  :  and  that  he  judgeth  of  me  by  the 

report  of  my  Enemies.     I  will  not  move  queftions  againft  thie  merao- 

I  ry  of  a  dead  man  •,  nor  blame  the  paffion  of  a  great  wonhy.     There 

J  have  been  fome  moved  with  motives  lefs  rcafonablc ,  that  have  wept 

for  their  Dogs*,  and  built  Tombs  for  beafts  they  loved.     In  that,  I 

acknowledge  the  good  fortune  of :  but  you  know  better 

than  any  other  what  his  honefty  was  :  and  you  ought  upon  this  oc- 

cafion  to  give  your  utterrpofl  Tpftimony  in  behalf  of  calumniated 

\  innocency.     I  conjure  you  to  doit  cffeftually  :  and  from  what  Coaft 

^  foever  the  evil  come ,  take  into  your  protcijiion  an  hontft  man,  who 

paflionately  is 

fxom  Balytc  3.  of 

•  February  1^35.  Sir,  X^nh^.^-^x 
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Another  to  him* 

Letter     XXXVIII. 
Sir, 

I  Have  received  in  one  Packet,  a  Letter  from  you,  of  the  four  and 
twentieth  of  March;  and  another  from  Mounlieur  Huggtm  of  the 
hfceenth  of  Decemb.  r.     1  give  you  a  thoufand  thanks  for  each  of  themi 
and  complain  not  5  that  I  ftaycd  a  while  for  the  latter,  feeing  if  it 
had  come  a  readier  way ,  it  had  perhaps  not  come  i)  fafe  a  way :  nei- 
ther contains  it  any  news ,  whereof  the  knowledge  might  not  be  for- 
born  without  any  danger :  no  matter  in  it,  that  cither  concerns  the 
life  of  the  Prince,  or  the  good  of  the  flare.     It  migbt  have  come  time 
enough,  ten  years  hence,  for  it  fpcaks  of  nothing  but  of  Kings  and 
Common-wealths,  that  have  been  long  ago.     Our  commerce  hath  no 
objcd,  but  our  books ;  and  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  a  (low- 
refs,  that  does  a  favour  to  my  negligence.     Buc  my  good  neigh- 
bour,   fuflfers  me  to  be  idle  no  longer  •,  fhe  will  have  me  here- 
after make  ufe  of  her  mcffengersj  and  by  confcqucnt,eafc  you  of 
your  conveying  them.    Yet  for  my  part,  I  exempt  you  not  altogether, 
but  if  you  return  into  HolUnd  ,  at  the  time  you  have  appointed  *,  you 
fliall  do  me  the  favour  to  remember  the  note  1  fend  you.     I  inrreat 
you  alfo  to  demand  of  our  friends  in  that  Countrey  ,  what  reafon  they, 
have  to  bring  into  our  language  a  new  fafhion  of  fpcaking  *,  and  which 
by  the  communication  you  have  with  them  ,  is  gotten  into  the  Letter 
you  fentme.    if  you  fay,  my  Maftcrs  the  States;  you  may  as  well 
fay,  Mounfieur  theCouncel;  and  Madam  the  AlTcmblyiand  npore 
than  this  *,  if  many  Senatours  that  make  the  body  of  a  Republick ,  iray 
be  called  my  Mafters  the  States ,  then  every  Scnatour,  which  makes  a 
part  of  that  body,  may  be  called  Mounfieur  the  Scate  rand  if  this  be 

fuffered  ,  the  mcfl  ftrange  opinions  of fhall  be  authorifed  by  pu- 

blick  ufe :  of  the  fame  words  will  be  made  another  language  ,  and  af- 
ter this  it  cannot  be  thought  ftrange,  that ---— -fhould  fpeakof  the 
Seigmu/ic  of  Venice  *,  as  of  the  InfarUa  of  Portugal  \  and  thac  fhe  fhould 
marry  with  Mounfieur  the  Kjngs  brother.  Ic  is  true  the  league  com- 
mitted the  like  incongruity  when  it  gave  the  Duke  de  Main^  the  Title 
of  Lieutenant  of  the  State,  and  Crown  of  Trance^  but  this  was  not  with- 
out a  check :  you  know  what  fport  the  c^Jtbillcon  makes  at  it  j.and  with 
what  force  he  defends  at  once,borh  the  rights  of  the  Kingdopv^nd  thic 
Laws  of  Grammar.  And  where  the  fame  Anrhour  in  another  piace,calU 
the  AflTembly  ,  which  was  held  atP^wi  5  My  Lords  the  States  *,  be  did 
that  but  ro  make  it  ridiculcusi  &  not  with  meaning  to  fpeak  regularly:, 

OlU 
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Our  dear  frienas  may  make  of  a  little  Citic,  a  great  j  but  of  a  bad  word 
they  cannot  make  a  good  :  and  though  their  liberty  extend  very  far, 
yet  it  reacheth  not  to  licenfe  Barbarifm.  Moonfieur  Huggens  will  con- 
sider of  this  point »  and  if  in  propounding  to  the  Councci  Jo  impor- 
rant  a  matter,  he  (hall  fpecd  well;  he  fhill  have  the  honour  to  purge 
hisCountrey  of  a  vicious  phiafe «  as  much  in  the  judgement  of  Gram- 
marians, as  to  free  it  from  a  Hidra,  or  Chym^raf  and  therein  fhall  fhc!i| 
hirofcif  a  Hercules ,  era  bellerophon.  This  is  a  way  I  take  with  myi 
friends ,  to  make  my  fclf  laugh  9  becaufe  I  am  given  to  pcnfivcnefs? 
when  I  am  alone ;  and  1  cannot  ftir  up  any  Joy  in  me,  but  by  the  prc- 
fencc,  at  leaft  the  reprefentation  of  Tome  perfon,  which  is  both  dear 
unto  me  ,  and  chofen  for  the  nonce :  of  this  number  Sir,  you  are ,  and 
know  well,  that  I  am 

From  Pa> is  i.  of  Sii^   Tourf&c. 
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To  Mounjleur  de  Bois  Robert, 
Letter    XXXIX. 


:'r3»?J?!^iJ 


IN  the  meantime,  tillItecyou;bcpleafcd  to  receive  from  tnt^  i 
complement,  which  fhall  not  be  tedious  :Onely  to  let  roe  congra- 
tulate with  you  the  recovery  of  your  health.     God  hath  now  a  kinde 
of  interefl  in  prefervingitj  feeing  you  have  confecrated  it  to  himi 
and  your  life  is  vowed  to  a  perpetual  Meditation  of  his  Myftcrics. 
I  doubt  not  of  his  bleffing  this  your  holy  dcfire  *,  and  look  at  my' 
return  to  finde  a  great  Preacher  under  your  Caflbck.     You  will 
fliewme  as  many  Homilies » as  heretofjre  you  have  fht  wed  me  Son- 
nets rand  inftead  oi  Pamajftn  and  Prm?lfa-^  you  will  fpeak  of  S ion  f 
and  of  Slice.    Yet  moderate  your  (elf  a  little  at  firft  :  and  be  re^ 
:   ferved  in  a  ftrange  Countrey.     I  would  not  1  ave  you  dive  too  deep 
I  into  the  AbylTes  of  Kredeftination;  famous  for  the  fhipwracks  of  fo 
I  many  Pilots;  or  to  fpeak  more  plainly,  for  the  Hcrefies  of  fo  ma-. 
ny  Dortours.    If  you  will  rake  my  counfel  ,  you  (hall  let  the  /f-;, 
fuites  and  the  J'lcobim  fight  it  out  between  themfclves  about  the  Quc- 
Aion  DeAuxiliis  ;  and  never  meddle  amongft  them  ,  nor  go  about  to 
i,  part  them.    The  often  ufing  of  Syllogifmes  is  very  dangerous  for 
j  health;  ?here  is  nothing  that  heats  thebloud,  or  enflames  Choler 
')  more  theti'Difputation.    Befides ,  though  you  make  your  felf  hoarfc 
i  with  fpeaking  for  the  Truth ,  and  make  it  never  fo  plain :  yet  you  (hall 
never  make  your  advcrfary  to  confcfs  it  >  or  cv«  be  able  to  take  hold 

of 


Dt  BALZAC.  107 

of  him,  fo  long  as  he  can  flip  from  you  by  a  diAin^ion.  Above  all 
Sir,  let  not  the  love  of  Divinity  make  you  forget  your  temporal  af- 
fairs, and  the  care  of  your  fortune  :for  otherwife ,  It  were  better  I 
fhould  ftudy  w?th  you  to  haifs  j  and  that  you  fhould  make  the  Court 
both  for  your  fclf  and  mc.  As  I  am  like  to  acquit  my  fclf  excream 
)adly  \  fo  you  are  likely  to  grow  foon  to  perfcftion  *,  and  I  dclpair  not, 
)ne  of  thefe  dayes  to  faluce  you  by  the  Title,  of  Moll  Reverend  Father 
n  God.  I  know  you  do  not  difllike  that  we  fhould  write  to  one  ano- 
her  in  this  kindeofftile,  which  Cicrro  and  Trcbatius  made  ufe  of, 
lefore  fuch  time  as  untoward  Complements  had  corrupted  friendfhip*, 
md  that  this  ba/e  jangling  was  brought  into  fafhion.  This  Trebatias 
vas  a  famous  Lawyer :  of  whom  Cicero  made  great  account  *,  and  yet  is 
Iwaycs  wrangling  with  him  about  his  Science,  and  his  formal  Writs: 
he  like  liberty  I  am  bold  to  take  with  you  *,  whom  I  honour  infinite* 
y  f  and  fhould  not  in  this  fort  contribute  to  our  common  )oy,if  I  were 
tiot  with  a  perfcft  frecnefs  of  heart 

From  Bal'Kjtc  11,  oi  Sir,    Tonr^&c* 
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Another  to  him. 
Letter    XL. 

tfitty  your  good  fortune  ,  the  Court  that  follows  you  at  your 
Chamber  would  be  to  me  an  unfupportable  honour  ,  who  would 
lot  give  my  Mornings  for  all  the  Complements  of  Tarit.  It  is  the 
lower  and  prime  of  the  day  that  is  taken  from  you;  it  is  the  time  of 
vieditation  and  Prayer  which  flattery  intrudes  upon.  There  is  no  Crc- 
iitour  nor  Sergeant.that  you  might  not  deal  withall  better  cheap  than 
with  thefe  troublefom  friends.  You  are  unfortunate  to  be  fo  beloved, 
and  a  man  of  whom  fo  many  other  have  ufe,  can  be  of  little,  or  no 
ufe  to  himfelf.  It  is  better  yet  to  pafs  for  a  Clown  ,  than  thus  to  pro- 
ilituteones  felfby  civility,  and  better  never  to  facrificc  to  the  gra- 
ces ,  than  to  make  ones  felf  the  bcafl  for  the  Sacrifice.  You  would 
perhaps  intermit  this  courfe ,  but  the  time  is  pafl  for  that ;  i  j^reach 
would  draw  upon  you  a  War ;  and  you  would  run  the  fortune  of  that 
poor  Saint,  who  was  murihcred  with  pricks  of  Pen-knives  ,  and  cut 
in  pieces  by  his  Schollers.  You  would  be  the  obje^  of  a  Rhetorical, 
an  Htflorical  and  a  Poetical  pcrfecution  ;  and  the  mufes,which  now 
court  you,  would  grow  furious,  and  fall  a  tearing  you,  fo  that  you  have 
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•no  remedy  now  but  to  bold  ic  our,  if  yeu  look  for  fafcty  in  the  place 
you  arc  in  •,  you  muft  ever  be  the  mediacour  between  Apollo  and  Pocts^ 
you  muft  alvvayes  have  a  thouf<ind  bufinefles  both  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  1  Go 
your  Chamber  muft  be  the  paitage  alwayes  from  the  Univcrfity  to  If 
the  Court.  This  back-door  whereof  you  have  fcnt  me  a  Platform,  Itlii 
is  in  truth  an  excellent  invention ,  but  this  will  prefcntly  be  difcO'  j  ih 
vercdj  and  you  will  gain  nothing  by  it  ^  but  to  be  befieged  in  more 
places  at  once.     Do  better  Sir,  quit  the  phce  that  is  not  tenable, 

and  comcfave  yourfelfat 1  am  not  fo  poor,  but  I  can  make 

you  a  refemblance  at  leaft  of  the  good  cheer  of  Faris  ,  and  furnifh 
you  with  innocent  pkafures,  fuch  as  Philofophy  and  Priefthood  will  ^ 
allow  of  j  It  fhall  be  for  as  fhort  a  time  as  you  pleafe  ;  and  onely  to 
make  an  ill  cuflom  take  another  coorfe.    All  the  family  defires  this 

voyage,  particularly -■• who ii  in  good  hope  his  Son  cannot 

prove  ill,  feeing  you  have  no  ill  opinion  of  him  ,  and  for  his  Daughter 
of  whom  you  write  me  fo  much  good :  I  cannot  flay  ray  fclf  from  vow- 
ing to  you,  that  fhe  is  not  altogether  unworthy  of  if,and  perhaps  would 
have  deferved  an  Air  with  three  couplets  of  your  making  ,  if  fhe  had 
appeared  in  the  time  when  you  were  the  great  Chauntcr  of  France. 
But  now  that  you  have  changed  your  courfe  of  life,  there  is  no  look* 
ing  for  any  thing  from  you  but  fpifitual  difcourfe  and  Chriflian  Medi- 
tations ,  which  yet  will  ferve  as  fitly  for  a  Sex  to  which  devotion  be- 
longs no  Icfs  than  beauty.  Bring  therefore  to  us  the  Original  of  your 
piety  and  of  your  Divinity  ,  at  leafl  fhew  fomc  forrow  that  you  cannot 
do  it  J  that  I  may  fee  my  affedion  is  not  fcorncd ,  and  that  I  am  not 
without  revenge 

FromBd^q^if i.of  Sir,  roury&c.l^: 
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Another  to  him. 

Letter     XL  I. 
Sir,  ;  ;  '  ■      ■  ■:_; 

IF  you  hold  your  old  wont,  you  will  tax  me  with  ignorance  ianfd' 
write  m^  a  man  of  another  World  j  one  delivered  me  but  ycf^er-' 

night  obfcivations  upon  the  procefs  of  the  Marfball  of and  1' 

r  fet  my  ^felf  to  reading  all  the  time  my  Groom  fct  himfelf  tofleeping. 
i  In  very  truth  they  gave  me  an  excellent  rellifh  j  and  I  vow  unto  you  I 
;i  never  read  a  ftile  more  fubtile,  nor  that  hid  its  Art  more  cunningly; 
Vl  entreat  you  to  fend  me  word  who  the  Authour  is,  and  to  whom  1  am 
ibcholding  for  fo  plcafing  a  nighr.    It  mufl  needs  be  fomc  man  who 

under- 
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underfhnds  two  things  equally  well,  affairs  and  how  to  wiite,  one  thac 
partakes  of  the  life  of  a  Schollar ,  and  of  a  Courtier  j  like  to  than 
God  of  whom  the  Poets  fay,  he  is  of  the  one  and  other  World,  vtro- 
que  facit  commeicia  mu?ido.  From  the  knowledge  of  Books  he  draws 
the  vigour  and  force  of  his  phrafc,  and  from  the  pradife  of  the  Court  j 
the  colours  anifweetcnjng  of  his  matter.  He  fpcaks  the  language  of 
the  Clofet ,  and  brings  proofs  of  the  Paliace ',  but  in  fuch  fore ,  thac 
ncatnefs  doth  not  weaken  his  reafons ',  and  his  force  is  fo  temper- 
ed 5  that  even  Ladies  may  be  judges  of  the  proccfs.  Once  again, 
I  entreat  you  to  fend  me  the  name  of  this  fagc  Obfervcr,  and  be- 
fides  i  to  give  me  account  what  grace  I  ftand   in  with  Mounhcur 

de :  1  was  told  in  no  very  good  grace',  neicher  I,  nor  my 

Wiitings  neither.    If  1  made  but  little  reckoning  of  him  ;  I  fhould 
eafily  comfort  my  felf  for  this  difgrace  ;  but  in  truth,  it  would  grieve 
rac  much  to  be  condemned  by  a  judgement,  to  which  I  fhould  make  a 
confcicncc  not  to  fubfcribc  V  and  I  rathtr  believe,  there  are  many  de- 
fers in  my  writings  ^  than  that  in  his  taftc  there  is  any  6tk^  of  rea- 
lon.    Allure  him  Sir,  if  you  pleafe,  thai  1  am  at  leaft  capable  of  Difci- 
pline :  and  am  apt  enough  to  follow  any  method  he  fhall  prcfcribe  me^ 
for  attaining  a  proportion  of  knowledge  to  content  him.    Let  him  bur 
tell  me  my  faults,  and  fee  how  quickly  I  will  mend  them ',  let  him  but 
fay,  what  it  is  in  my  ftile  that  offends  him',  and  fee  how  ready  I  fhall 
be  CO  give  him  fatisfadion.     If  ray  Hyperboles  difpkafe  him*,  I  will 
blot  them  out  of  my  Letters  the  next  time  they  are  printed  j  I  will 
truely  confcfs  all  1  have  ever  ufed ,  and  make  a  folemne  vow  never  to 
ufc  more.    Yet  it  cannot  be  truely  faid  j  that  to  ufc  this  Figure ',  is  x 
matter  that  defctves  blame-,  for,  not  to  fpeak  of  humane  Aurhourj, 
weaiould  then  blame  the  Son  of  God*,  for  faying,  Itiseaficr  for  a 
Cammelto  go  througb  a  needles  eye,  thm  for  a  ricb  mm   to  enur  in- 
to the  Kingdom  of  heaven.    But  I  will  not  feck  to  fave  my  felf  by  fo 
fuprcam  an  authority  : In  this,  I  willrcfpeft  our  Saviour,  bucnotfoN. 
low  him  •,  I  will  believe  chat  fuch  examples  are  far  above  all  humane 
imitation  ;  and  will  not  attempt  it  no  more  than  to  walk  upon  the  wa- 
ter ,  and  to  go  forty  dayes  wichout  eating.     In  good  earneft,  I  would 
do  any  thing  to  give  contentment  to  a  man  that  gives  contcncmcnt 
to- W.  the  Cardinal ;  and  hath  pcrfwaded  the  l{]vg  of  Sivedcn.     U  he 
will  plsy  the  Tyrant  with  thofe  that  feck  his  favour,  let  him  ',  I  rcfufe 
nor  hence  forward  the  hardeft  conditions  he  can  lay  upon  mc  ;  and  to 
gain  his  pro:eftion  ',  I  renounce  with  all  my  heart  my  very  liberty :  In 
is  now  four  and  twenty  hours  fince  I  laid  my  eyes  together ',  It  js  time 
thcfcforcthat  I  bid  you  good  morrow,  or  gooi  night-,  take  which  ot 
them  yoo  pleafe  j  and  believe  me  alwaycs, 
•  From  B.rL'^ac  4.  7):^  ^"?  »^'>^''^*j  ^^'  , 

ccff^bcr  1634, 
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[  To  MotinfietiY  the  Mafter  Advoc4te  in  the 
Parliament. 

L  E  T   T   E    R      XLII. 
Sir, 

YOu  know  I  have  fed  upon  the  fruits  of  PomponrUy  eVcn  beyond 
the  rules  of  rempcrance  >  and  I  told  you  there  that  they  arc  gc- 
ncFiilly  excellent  \  yet  1  now  cfpecially  declare  my  felf/in  favour  of  the 
lift  you  lent  me,  and  findc  them,  far  furpafling  ihe  Amber  Pear ,  or 
all  other  kindcs,  which  I  cannot  name.  It  is  true,  1  affcft  cfpecial- 
ly the  Tree  it  felf  that  bears  them  :  and  Taccount  the  mcaneft  of  the 
Leaves ,  no  meaner  than  Jewels :  yet  their  own  goodncfs  is  fuch ,  thac 

though  they  grew  in  the  Garden  of- -  :  or  grew  upon  a  ftock  thac 

Father  — :  had  planted  ',  yet  I  fliould  not  for  all  that,  but  high- 
ly eflcem  them,  and  take  a  pleafnrc  in  their  tafte.  In  a  word,  to 
leave  fpcaking  in  Allegory ,  and  n»t  to  flounder  my  felf  in  a  Figure, 
into  which  you  have  moft  malicioufly  cart  rac ;  I  fay  Sir ,  that  in  all 
your  Prefents ,  I  fee  nothing  but  cKcellent  9  and  Icafl  you  /hould 
think,!  meant  to  exempt  my  feJf /rom  giving  a  particular  account  of 
my  judgement,  by  fpcaking  in  general  terms :  I  let  you  know ,  that 
in  the  firfl  place,  the  two  lines  fpokcn  of  at  the  end  of  the|difcourfe, 
plcafc  me  infinitely  *,  and  next  to  this  that  place  which  is  written  up- 
on occalion  of :that  F>v7««  is  too  good  a  Mother  to  rejoyce  in 

the  lofi  of  her  Children  j  and  that  the  viftories  gotten  upon  our  felvcs, 
are  fit  to  wear  mourning  ,  and  be  covered  with  black  vails.  All  that 
could  have  been  faid  upon  this  Argument,  would  never  have  been 
comparable  to  this  ingenious  filencc.  And  as  he  hath  dexteroufly 
fhunned  a  padage  fo  tender ,  fo  he  enters  as  bravely,  and  as  proudly 

upon  a  matter  that  will  bear  it ;  when  fpcaking  of :  he  faith,  thac 

having  overcome  the  waves  and  the  windcs,  that  oppofed  his  paflagc, 
md  travcrfcd  the  fires  of  fo  many  Canons  of  the  Enemies*,  with  3 
few  poor  Barks,  he  made  his  way  through  a  Forreft  of  great  fhips,  and 
dcfpifmg  all  the  engtifh  Forces,  made  a  fmall  Illand  to  be  the  Grave 
of  the  gloric  of  that  great  Queen  of  the  Northern  Iflands.  And  a 
little  after «  where  he  faith  :  that  God  ,  who  bcftows  his  favours  upon 
Nations,  by  meafure  *,  feeing ,  that  the  admirable  valour  of  ours,  would 
eafily  Conquer  the  whole  World  *,  if  it  had  Prudence  equal  to  its  cou- 
rage, feems  therefore  to  have  given  us,  as  a  Counicrpoifc  to  the 
greatnefs  of  our  Ipirits  ^  a  kinde  of  impetuofity  and  impatience,  which 
to  our  Armies  have  oftentimes  been  fatal ,  and  caufc  of  ruinr.  But 
that  now  the  cafe  is  altered  in  this  point :  that  now  tht  Trench  arc 

oncly 
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oncfy  F  rem  h  in  the  CouTigc  and  Valours  chac  thcfe  Ljons  arc  grown 
icaionablc  >  and  now,  to  the  ftrcngch  and  courage  of  the  North ;  chcy 
joyn  the  prudence  and  ftaycdnefs  of  the  South,  &c.  Alio  where  he 
faith,  that  the  carriage  ac  Ca\al  y  is  a  thing  incomprehcnfiblc ;  and 
for  which  we  muft  be  fain  to  look  out  fome  new  name  j  for  it  cannot 
be  called  a  Siege ,  feeing  the  place  was  furrendred  bclore  ever  it  wai 
battered:  nor  it  cannot  be  called  a  battel,  feeing  no  man  flrook  a 
(iroak:  nor  it  cannot  be  called  a  Treaty,  feeing  Treaties  are  not  made 
with  Weapons  in  hand,  &c.  But  that  which  plcafeth  me  moft  of  ail, 
bccaufc  if  touchcth  indeed  the  faring  of  my  own  inclination  J  is  thac 
which  he  fpeaks  of  the  Maiqucfs  of  RamboviUet  :  that  there  had 
been  Statues  ercfled  in  honour  of  her  virtue  j  if  fhe  had  fortuned  to  he 
born  in  the  beginning  of  her  race.  For,  as  you  know  Sir,  this  illu- 
ftrious  Woman  ,  is  of  Komane  ftockj  Et  de  Gente  Sabella  *,  of  which 
yirgil  fpeaks.  Thefe  are  the  palTages  I  can  call  to  minde ,  having 
not  the  Originals  by  me:  being  taken  from  me,  by  a  neighbouiing 
Lady;  whoaflTcfts  the  King  of  Sweden  with  the  iikcpaflion  ,  as  Ma- 
dam RamboviUet  ,if  I  duifl  difcover  my  fclf  therein*,  they  fliould  both 
know  how  I  do  concurre  with  them,  fo  eminent  a  virtue  may  chaflely 
enough  be  loved  of  botbSexes^andletthellanderousHiftcry  fpeak 
its  pleafure  j  I  foe  my  part  think  no  otherwife  of  it ,  than  as  the  Qiieen 
of  Sheba  loved  Salomon :  and  as  Nicomedes  loved  C^far.  I  had  begun 
fomcthing  for  the  Triumph  of  this  great  Prince ,  but  his  death  made 
my  Pen  fall  out  of  my  hand ;  and  therefore  you  are  like  to  have  no- 
thing from  me  ac  this  time  in  revenge  of  your  Sonnet.  For  your 
French  Profc,  I  fend  you  another,  which  1  will  never  believe  to  be 

Latin ,  untill (hall  affurc  you,  it  is  >  lo  whom  I  inrreatyou  tj> 

(licw  it  fiom  me :  yir  plane  cum  Ant'tquitate  conferendns ,  &  qui  mihi  e(t 
in  hoc  gcnere^  unns  curia^  C^nfor  &  Quirites,  1  have  read  many  things 
of  his  with  infinite  farisfaAion  :  but  I  know,  he  hath  certain  milerics 

in  his  writing,  which  he  lets  not  common  people  know  >  and — 

hath  told  me  of  a  continuation  he  hath  written,  of  the  Hiflory  of  M.  </e 
Thou  \  which  is  not  imparted  but  to  his  fpecial  friends  >  and  which,  \  am 
infinitely  defuous  to  fee :  but  I  am  not  a  man  that  will  enter  by  force 
upon  any  mans  fecrets :  and  my  difcreiion  in  fuch  cafes,  I'ha])  be  al- 
waycs  greater  than  my  curiofity.  Of  tare  luebit^fi  pitiri  non  licet^  If  f 
fbould  not  prefently  make  an  end  of  my  Letter,  1  Ihould  kill  you  with 
Latin  ^  for  1  finde  my  felf  in  an  humour  that  way ;  and  in  this  dcferc 
where  I  live :  I  have  no  commerce ,  but  wih  fuch  as  fpeak  all  Latin  ,  E 
would  pcrfwade  you  to  revive  them  in  our  language  \  by  an  imicarion 
which  you  arc  able  to  do,  not  much  unlike  rhofc  great  examples  y  £ 
mean  of  cicero ,  of  Salu^ ,  and  of  Livie  *,  not  of  Cajftodore ,  or  EnnO' 
dm  Tkincnfis^  or  Sidonmi  Apolimarit*    They  thac  love  this  impurity 

«f 


^^ 


HZ  The  Letters  of  MoHnfienr 

of  ftile  5  are  in  a  ficker  ftarc  thaa  they  chat  love  to  eat  Coals  and  afhes. 
Fat  be  it  from  us,  to  have  fuch  difordercd  appetites,  and  let  us  never  be 
fo  foolifh,  to  prefer  thcconuption  and  dtcay  of  things  before  their 
prime,  and  their  maturity,  I  am 

Ac  Bal:^c  4.  of 

February  i^ ^3-  Sir ,  rour,  &Ci 


Another  to  him. 

Letter     XLIIL 
Sir, 
TTE  that  delivers  you  this  Letter,  knows  as  much  of  my  news  as  I' 
Xxmy  ftlf,  and  will  make  you  ample  relation  ot  all  that  hath  paf- 

icd  at :He  hath  a  bufincfsiin  the  Parliament ,  which  is  of  no 

great  difficulty ',  and  which  may  be  fpcd  vsi:hout  any  great  eloquence  : 
yet  1  addrcfs  it  to  you,  but  upon  condiiion,  that  you  fliall  not  imploy 
your  whole  force  about  it  i  but  that  your  labouring  for  him  may  be  a 
lefrefhing  to  you,  from  fome  other  labour.  I  hear  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleafure,  of  the  progrefs  of  your  reputation,  and  of  the  effcfts  of 
niy  prefages.  The  acclamations  you  caule  in  the  Pallace ,  are  found-  - 
ing  in  all  places  *,  and  we  are  not  fo  out  of  the  World,  but  that  the 
Eccho  of  them  comes  to  us.  But  Sir,  I  content  not  my  fclf  with  clap- 
ping of  hands,  and  praifing  your  well'fpeaking>  as  others  do;  I  defirc 
.0  have  fome  particular  ground,  for  which  to  give  your  tbanks,and  am 
vvilling  to  be  in  your  debt,  for  complement  and  reverence  ;  this  (hall 
be,  when  you  have  fped  my  friends  fuit :  and  which  fhall  be  a  canfc,if 
)  ou  pleafc,  that  I  will  now  at  the  end  of  my  Letter,  add  a  fuperlativc  3 
dndfay  Iam» 

hiBd^dc  2.  of  Sir, 

^ov.  1 53 1 .  '^'onr  moll  humble^  moft 

^  faithfully  &c* 


Another  to  him. 

Letter     XLIV. 

Sir, 

T  Make  ro  fccret  of  oilr  friendniipjit  is  too  hontft  to  be  hidden 't 
■land  I  am  fo  proud  ofic,  that!  think  my  fclf  of  nowcrthbut  by  jr. 

Moun» 
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Mounfieur7<i«yw,acknowlcdgcth  my  good  Fortune  herein  ,  anf^  i, 
himfclf  in  paflion  to  get  your  acquaintance  ,  to  which  he  pcrlwadcs 
himtelf  I  fhould  not  be  his  woid  introdaftor  y  and  that  by  ray  means 
he  mighc  be  admitted  to  yourClofet.  1  will  make  my  tclf  believe 
that  he  fhall  not  be  deceived  in  this  opinion ;  and  that  for  my  fake  yoii 
will  add  to  your  accuftomed  courtcfies  a  little  extraordinary.  They 
who  faw  Terkles,  how  he  thundred  and  lightened  in  the  publick  Al- 
femblics,  were  defirous  to  hear  him  in  a  quieter  tftace  j  to  know 
whether  lijs  calm  were  as  fweet  and  pleafmg  as  his  Tempt  ft.  This 
man  hath  the  like  defire  j  and  though  my  recommendation  were  as  in- 
different to.you,  as  it  is  dear  ;  yet  fo  honed  a  curiofiry  would  defervc 
to  be  rcfpefted.  He  is  the  Son  of  one  of  my  befl  friends,  and  though 
perhaps  you  know  it  not,  you  are  the  example  that  Fathers  propofc 
for  imitation  to  their  Children  y  and  by  whofe  name  they  excite  to 
virtue  all  their  youth.  I  need  not  fay  more  to  you  of  this ,  onely.  be 
mindefuU  of  our refolute  and  undaunted  Maxins  j  and  in  this  age 
of  malice,  do  not  fcorn  the  ptaiie  I  give  you  for  your  goodnefs.  I  kifs 
the  hands  of  all  your  eloquent  family,  and  I  am 

A^ViD'is  \6,  oi  Sir,   YouTi&c, 

Tebr*  i5}4.  ^^ 


To  Mounjieur  de  Caupeau  ville  Abbot  of  Viftory, 
L    E    T   T   E    R.     XLV.  • 

THe  time  which  my  malady  permits  me ,  1  bcftow  upon  yon ,  and 
make  ufe  of  the  rcfpitcof  my  fits,  to  tell  you ,  Ijhave  received 
your  lafl  Letters,  and  the  new  alTurances  of  your  friendfhip :  which  is 
fo  much  the  dearer  unto  me,  becaufe  I  know  youufe  them  with  di- 
fcretion  *,  and  that  there  be  not  many  things  you  greatly  affeft.  This 
makes  for  my  glory,  that  I  can  pleafe  fo  dainty  a  taflc  *,  and  that  I  can 
get  good  from  one  that  is  fo  covetous.  It  is  no  fmall  matter  to  draw  a 
wife  man  out  of  himfelf ;  and  to  make  Philofophy  compafTionate  of 
others  evils.  Although  the  place,  to  which  ihc  hath  raifed  you  can- 
not be  more  eminent,  nor  more  fure  y  yet  my  difgraces  may  be  caufc 
that  her  profped:  is  not  fo  fair,  or  pleafant :  and  how  felled  foever  the 
peace  of  your  mindebc,  yetthcObjcftof  a  perfccuted  friend,  may 
perhaps  offend  your  eyes.  Our  Mounfieur  </f  Bf  rt/i//e  ^  I  affure  my 
felf ,  diflikes  not  this  kinde  of  wifdom :  he  likes  to  have  that  hufband- 
ed  and  dreffcd,  which  7.mo  would  have  to  be  rooted  out  y  he  knows 

S  tha^ 
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IV    that  magnanimity  hath  its  rcfidcncc  between  eflTcminawncfs  andt 
■'     cruelty  i  and  chat  the  fwcct  and  humane  virtues,  have  place  between 
the  Fierce  and  rhc  Hcroick.     Focts  fomctimes'make  the  Demy  Gods 
•       to  weep  i  and  if  an  old  womans  death  were  caufe  enough  to  niake 
t       ty£mai  fhed  tears  j  the  opprtflion  of  one  innocent ,  cannot  be  un- 
worthy of  your  fighes.    Yet  I  require  from  you,  none  of  thefc  fad  of- 
fices:  your  onely  countenance  is  enough  to  give  me  comfort.     I  do 
not  live,  but  in  the  hope  1  have  to  fee  ir,  and  to  get  you  to  fwear  once 
again  in  prefence  of  the  fair  Agnci ,   and  the  refk  of  your  Chamber  Di- 
vinities, that  you  love  meftill.    After  that,  if  you  will  have  us  make  a 
voyage  in  your  Abbyjlfhall  eafily  condifcend  :  ProvidccTSir,  that  you 

J,  promife  me  fafety  amongfl  your  Monks:  and  that  they  be  n6ne  of 
;  thofc  who  profefs  exquifire  words :  and  onely  talk  of  Analyfis  and  caco-- 
I'  T^aL.  If  you  have  any  that  be  of  this  humour,  you  are  an  unfortu- 
i  nate  Abbot,  and  you  may  make  account  to  be  never  without  fuit^S. 
I  Firfl ,  they  will  afk  you  a  double  allowance  :  next  they  will  queftion 
your  Rcvf.  :icw ;  and  if  you  chance  by  ill  hap  to  make  a  Book,  you  arc 
fure  to  be  prefenrly  cir^d  before  the  Inquifrion  ;  or  at  leafl  before  the 
Sorbon.  God  keep  you  Sir  from  mch  Friers,  and  (endyoufuch  as  I 
am,  who  eat  but  once  aday  •,  and  who  will  not  open  my  mouth ,  unlefs 

Bit  be  to  praife  your  good  words,  and  to  tell  you  fomecimcSa  out  of  the 
,  abundance  of  my  heart,  that  I  am 

At  Baltic  2 6.  of  Sir ,  Ypury  b-c* 


To 


Letter  XLVI. 
Sir, 

I  Am  able  to  live  no  longer ,  if  you  bcrefolved  to  love  mc  no  longer; 
and  think  not  that  the  'good  you  promife  me ,  can  countervail  the 
lofs  of  that  you  take  from  me.  Keep  your  eflimation  and  your  boun- 
ty, for  thofe  that  have  nothing  in  them  but  Vaniiy  and  Avarice:  I  ana 
endowed  from  Heaven  with  better  and  more  noble  paflfions;  i  like  bet- 
ter to  continue  in  my  poverty,  than  in  your  difgrace  *,  and  will  none  of 
this  cold  fpeculative  eftimation,  which  is  but  a  meet  dtvicc  of  tea* 
Ton  i  and  a  part  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  if  you  give  in  me  fmgle,  and  no- 
rhmg  elfc  v^ith^  it.  I  mufl  tell  you,  I  think  my  ielf  worthy  of  fomc- 
firTng  more  ',  and  that  the  Letter  1  write  to  you,  was  worthy  of  a  fwcccer 
anfwcr  chan  you  lent  mc.     If  cbtrein  I  faidany  thing  that  gave  you 

diflafle. 
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diflafle,  T  call  that  God  to  witncfs,  by  whom  youfwejir  \  1  then  wan- 
■dred  far  from  my  intcntl  <n.  1  meant  to  contain  my  complaints  wirh- 
in  fo  jaft  bounds,  tha,  y  lu  ihould  not  finde  the  leaft  caufcto  take  of- 
fence. But  1  fee  I  have  bt;en  an  ill  intcrpreierof  my  fclf ,  and  my 
rudencfs  hath  done  wrong  co  my  innocency  :  vec  any  man  bur  your 
felf,  would  I  doubr  not  h<jve  born  with  a  friend  in  paflion,  and  not  fo 
unkindcly  have  rerurncd  cholcr  for  forrow.  As  for  my  pettifh  hu- 
mour, it  is  quickly  over,  and  there  is  no*  a  fhorter  violence,  than  that 
of  my  fpirit ;  whereas  you  have  tsken  hve  whole  weeks  ro  digeft  your 
indignation ,  and  in  the  end  come  to  rcll  me ,  you  '•  -uld  do  mc  any 
good  you  can  ,  upon  condition  to  love  me  no  longer.  I  vow  unro 
you,  it  is  a  glorious  art  10  do  good  to  all  the  World,  and  to  make  even 
ungratefull  men  beholding.  But  Sir,  if  you  rhink  me  one,  to  whom 
you  may  give  that  name*,  you  do  mc  exceedingly  much  more  wrong, 
than  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  mc  light :  Neque  dccoaum  fap'witi^  unde 
amico  infamiam  parat.  inde  fibigloriam  qucererc,  I  am  wounded  at  the 
very  heart,  with  this  you  have  written  *,  bu:  fincc  you  will  not  fufFcr  me 
to  complain  ;  I  ronft  be  fain  to  fuffcr  and  I'ay  nothing  *,  oncly  I  will 
content  my  felf,  to  make  a  Declaration  contrary  to  yours  j  and  tell 
you,  I  will  never  make  you  beholding  to  me  ,  becaufe  I  am  not  hap- 
py enough  ro  be  able  to  do  it  j  bat  yet  I  will  love  you  alwaycs,  and  wdl 
alwayes  pe rfcftly  be 

At  Balzac  I .  of  Sir ,  Your^  &c» 

CMarch  1635. 


To  Momfteur  Troviilier,  Fhjftcian  of  the  Popes^ 
Hofife. 

Letter     XLVII. 
Sir, 

HAving  alwayes  made  efpecial  reckoning  of  your  friendfhip ',  it  is  a 
gre«t  fatisfaftion  to  me,  thac  I  receive  aiTurance of  it,  by  your 
Letter.  I  doubt  not  of  your  compalTionacing  my  difgraces ;  and  that 
the  perfecqcion  raifcd  againfl  me ,  hath  touched  you  at  leaft  with  fome 
fence  of  gfiefi  for  even  meer  ftrangers  to  me,  did  methefe  good  Of- 
fices y  and  though  the  jufticc  of  my  caufe  had  not  in  it  fclf  been  wor- 
thy of  refpeft  ;  yet  the  violence  of  my  adverfarics  was  enough  to  pro- 
cure me  favour  and  proteftours.  There  is  no  man  of  any  generous 
fpirit,  that  found  not  fault  with  the  wits  of  your  PhilarrbfH  .-nor  a 
map  of  any  wifdom  that  thought  him  not  a  Sophifter.   Yet  I  cannot 

S   2  blame 
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blame  you  for  loving  him:  feeing  I  know  well,  you  do  it  not  to  pre- 
judice roc,  and  chat  your  afFeftion  corrupts  not  your  judgement. 
You  are  too  intelligent,  to  be  deceived  with  p^tty  (ubtilties  j  and  too 
ftrongjto  be  broken  with  en^ins  of  Glafs ;  but  in  truth  ,  being  as  yoii 
are,  a  neceflary  friend,  to  a  «iumaer  of  pcrfons  of  different  qualities  j» 
itcinnocbe,  but  you  muft  needs  have  friends  of  all  prices,  and  of 
all  me.it,  and  that  rhe  uoju^  as  well  as  the  innocent  are  beholding  to 

you.    Youfhail  nearby  Mounfieur ,  wlienheconics  to  Rome^ 

the  little  credit  1  have  with  the  man  you  fpake  to  me  of,  to  whom  I 
prcfent  my  fervice,  but  oncly  once  a  year  j  and  that  I  do  too,  leafl  f 
fhould  foig-r  my  name,  and  miftakc  my  perfon.  If  in  any  other  mat- 
ter,which  fs  abfolutciy  in  my  own  power  j  you  will  do  me  the  honour 
to  imploy  me  j  you  fhall  fee  my  courfe  is  not  to  ufc  cxcufes  and  co- 
lours ,  but  that  1  truly  am 

^  At  V^trU  4.  of  Sir ,  rour,  &c. 


To  Monnjleur  Gerard,  Secretary  to  my  Lordth^ 
Bake  d'Efpernon. 

Letter     XLVIII. 
Sir, 

YOutannot  complain  »  nor  be  in  n-tifery  by  your  felf  alone  :  I  par- 
take of  all  your  good  and  evil,  and  feel  fo  lively  a  rcflcftion  of 
them,  that  there  needs  but  one  blow  to  make  two  wounds.  And  thus 
I  aai  wounded  by  rhe  news  you  write ,  and  though  your  grief  be  not 
alcogether  jufl ,  yet  it  is  fufficient  to  make  me  partake  with  you,  that 
it  is  your*.  We  weep  for  one  not  onely  whom  we  knew  not  ,  bat 
whom  we  know  to  be  happy :  one  that  in  fiK  monerhs  flaying  in  the 
World  h^th  gained  that,Nvhivh  Sr.  Anthony  was  afraid  to  lofe  after 
three  fcore  years  pennancein  the  wildernefs.  I  wifh  I  could  have  had 
the  like  favour ;  and  have  died  at  the  time,  when  I  was  inriocent :  be- 
ing my  Telf,  neiiher  valiant  nor  ambitious,  I  account  thofc  wars  the 
befl  that  are  the  fhortcfl:  and  that,  though  in  Faradife  there  be  dr- 
vers  degrees ;  and  divers  manfions  *,  yet  there  is  not  any  chat  is  not  ex- 
cellent good.  Canferve  onely  your  goodly  maker  of  Saints,  and  yoti 
fhall  findc  fofne  of  all  forts;  I  mean  of  the  one,  and  the  oth^  Sex  : 
Religious  and  Seculars,  Gafio^gnes  and  French.    You  know  well ,  t 

have 
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iiave  appointed  you  here  a  Chamber  \  and  that  you  arc  my  debtor  of  a 
vificc,  now  a  whole  year,  if  you  be  a  man  of  your  woM  i  but  I  fear  me 
you  are  nor,  and  thac  as  your  cuflom  is,  you  will  content  your  felf 
with  praifing  my  quiet  courfe  of  life  >  yet  1  would  have  yo'ui  to  flatter 
at  lead  my  fpirit,  though  it  be,  hue  with  ferae  light  hope  of  fo  perfeft 
a  contentment :  promife  me  you  will  come,  and  make  me  happy  5 
though  you  break  your  proniife,  1  fhall  cv^i  oy  at  leafl,  fo  much  of  good; 
and  in  doing  fo,  you  fhill  amufe  me ,  though  you  do  not  fatisfic  me. 
I  fend  you  all  I  have  ot  that  admirable  l^icormto ',  of  vvhom  there  is  fo 
much  talk,  and  who  hath  made  himfclf  famous  now  thefe  three  years, 
under  the  name  of  Fetrui  AuYciim :  I  cannot  for  my  life  finde  who  he 
is.    Mounfieur  de  Filfac^  told  me  lately  at  Paru,  that  of  him  that 
brought  the  leaves  to  Printing,  he  could  not  pciTibly  learn  any  more 
than  this,  that  he  was  a  man,  who  defires  to  ferve  God  invifibly.  And 
in  truth,  if  you  knew  in  what  lort  he  carries  his  fecrecy  j  and  with  whac 
care  and  cunning  he  hides  himfclf ',  you  would  confefs  he  takes  more 
pains  tofhun  reputation,  than  ambitious  men  take  in  running  afrerrit. 
For  from  being  a  Plagiary,  to  rob  others  of  their  glory,  who  refufeth 
that  which  is  his  own,  and  fuffers  a  Phantafme,  to  rc;ceive  thofe  accla- 
mations and  praifes  which  belong  to  himfclf.    This  is  no  man  of  the 
common  mould  ;  even  in  the  judgement  of  his  advcrfaries  >  and  his 
writings  favour  not  the  compofitions  of  this  age.    They  are  animated 
with  the  fpirit  and  vigour  of  the  former  times  j  and  reprefent  us  a 
Church  we  never  faw.   Yet  it  (eems  in  fomc  paffages,  he  hath  lefs  of 
Saint  c/4«/?iwj  fweetncfs  than  of  Saint  Hit?  owj  choler;  and  that  he  is 
willingcr  to  do  that,  which  juftice  onely  permits  him,  than  that  which 
charity  counfcls  him.     I  could  wifh  he  had  (hewed  a  little  more  refpeft 
to  the  gray  hairs,  and  rare  merit  of  Father  S^rwowd/i  or  rather  that  he 
would  have  dulled  the  edge  of  his  Arms,  and  dealt  with  him  in  a  gent- 
ler war.     But  there  is  no  means  to  bridle  a  provoked  valour ,  nor  to 
guide  a  great  force,  though  with  a  great  moderation.     All  Saints  are 
not  of  one  temper  ^  it  is  enough  fcr  Religion  to  cut  off  vices  j  and  to 
purifie  the  pafTions.     Our  moral  Divinity  acknowledgeth  fome  inno- 
cent cholers  •,  and  it  is  the  beauty  of  Chrifts  flock,  that  there  be  Lions 
amongfl  the  fheep,  and  that  as  well  the  fublimeft  and  ftrcngefl  fpirits 
as  the  bafeft  and  fwectefl  fubmft  and  proftrate  themfelvcs  to  the  great- 
nefs  of  Chriflianity.     If  I  had  learned  nothing  in  his  book  but  onely 
to  know  what  refpeft  men  owe  to  a  Char^fter  reve«-nced  of  the  An- 
gels,! had  not  loft  my  time  in  reading  him.  If  Bifhops  be  Princes,  and 
if  their  Dignity  be  equal  or  Superiour  to  K^?7£i,fhaU  we  make  any  diffi- 
culty, to  call  a  Prelate,  My  Lord  ;  and  tfleem  him  lefs  than  a  Grand  o£ 
SpairiiOr  than  an  Earle  of  engla-id  ?  You  will  tell  me  more  of  this  at 
your  next  meeting  *,  and  1  doub[  nor,  fetting  afide  the  intcreft  of  •— -- 

S  5  fend 
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fend  it  me  back  when  you  have  read  it  j  and  forget  not  the  Chapter^  of* 
bonefl  Bernia»  lam  more  than  I  am  able  to  exprefs. 

At  Balzac  1 5.  of 
October  1 6  J4.  Sir ,  rour^  &tt 


To  my  Lord  the  Bljhop  of  Nants. 
_  Letter  XLIX. 

I  Am  now  grown  fhamelcfs,  and  make  no  longer  any  cowfticnce  to 
be  troublefom  ro  you.     But  you  may  thank  ypxM  own  goodnefs  for 
it:  which  hath  from  the.  very  firft  been  fo  ready  to  mc ,  and  freely 
makes  me  offer  of  ^hat,  for  which  it  ought  to  make  be  a  fuitor.     1  fend 
^ou  now  fow  hivnk>^Hel,  and  if  you  pleafe  to  let  three  of  your  own 
lines  bear  rhcm  co%J»^' ,  I  doubc  noc  buf  they  will  have  a  happy  ar- 
f ival, and  th^t  the  IkifFwill  procure  paflage  for  the  g.  eu  velTel.     But 
l>ecaufe  Foraane  her  lelf ,  hath  done  one  half  of  my  difccAirfe,  and 
that  I  have  Tr^le  commerce  with  any  but  IMhirs  born ,   I  humbly  en- 
treat you  my  Lord,  to  be  fo  good,  when  I  am  fallen  to  help  me  to  rife, 
and  not  fuffer  me  to  go  aflray,  in  a  Countrey,  w.^ere  yon  .ir ;  Prince.  I 
know  you  love  your  own  eieftions,  with  more  than  natural  tcndcrpefs, 
and  that  you  rcipeft  me*,  a?  none  of  the  leaftof  yourCrearures.    This 
is  a  caufe,  why  to  keep  me  in  your  favouc,  and  to  ingage  you  in  my  in- 
terefts,!  will  not  tell  you  to  your  face,  that  you  are  the  chryfoftomt  of 
cur  Church  ,  that  you  are  privy  to  the  moft  fecret  intentions  of  Saint 
Vau!^  7 hit  th;re  is  neither  Jiw  ncr  Gentile  ,  that  hearing  you  fpeaJ^  of  the 
greafnef  and  'Digmtieof  chriftiamtie^ehth  willinlgy [ubmit  himfclf  to  fol- 
iort?  chrift,  I  will  onely  fay,  it  hath  been  your  will  to  be  my  Father,  and 
that  I  am 

My  Lord, 
AtBalc^acS.of  Your,&c. 

Jan.  1650. 


Another  to  him. 

L   E    T    T    E    R      L. 

Sir, 

fOu  have  a  right  to  all  occafions  of  doing  good.    I  fee  not  there- 
fore, how  I  can  forbear  to  offer  you  one  \  and  to  the  end^you  may 
al- 


1^ 
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alwayes  be  meriting  of  thanks ,  why  I  fhould  not  alwaycs  be  craving 
new  courccfics.  The  bearer  of  this  Letter  is  my  near  Kinfman  ,  ycc 
ourfricndnilp  is  nearer  ^  than  our  alliance,  and  tnc  knot  which  Nature 
made,  virtue  hath  tied.  1  humbly  entreat  your  Lordfhip,  to  let  him 
fee  you  flight  not  things,  whereof  1  make  luch  reckoning,  and  to  do 
that  for  my  fake,  which  you  would  much  wiilinger  do  for  his  own  fake 
if  he  were  known  unco  you.  He  ii'a  man  of  raectal  and  fpiriti  and  hatli 
ferved  the  K^ng  in  this  Province ,  having  alfo  had  the  honour  to  be  in 
perfon  before  him  in  very  famous  actions.  Ac  this  time  ,  he  is  trou- 
bled againft  all  right  and  reafon,  and  they  that  have  drawn  him  from 
the  exercife  of  his  charge,  to  make  him  walk  to  Parity  have  nothing  to 
fay,  buc  that  they  do  it  of  purpofe  to  vcxhim.  And  therefore  their 
manner  of  (ightwich  him,  is  by  flights  and  retreats,  and  they  caft  fo 
many  bones  of  difficulty,  between  his  Judges  and  him,  that  ic  is  irapof- 
(ible  thc-y  (hould  ever  come  to  any  ilTuc.  They  arc  not  able  to  hinder 
his  juflification  at  lafl ;  buc  they  are  able  to  dchy,  and  keep  him  off  4 
long  time.  You  Sir,  may  fave  him  this  long  )  'n^y ,  and  may  break 
tUis  Projed  that  Calumny  (ets  on  :  if  you  plcalc       :  to  facilitate  the 

overture,  he  will  pr«pofe  unto  you,  obtaining  for  him  of onely 

one  quarter  of  an  hours  audience,  1  afTurc  my  fclf ,  he  will  not  be  loath 
to  hear  him,  being  able  to  inform  him  of  the  flate  of  things  in  thefe 
parts  i  and  which  he  will  do  faithfully,  having  thereof  a  fpecial  know- 
ledge. You  fhall  therefore  my  Lord  ,  infinitely  oblige  him,  to  take 
him  into  your  proceftion,  and  you  may  be  pleafed  to  remember,  thit 
it  is  your  dear  Son,  that  makes  this  requeft  unto  you ,  one  whom  in  the 
cxtafic  of  your  Fatherly  affedion  ,yGu  have  fometimes  called  yous 
glory  7  and  the  ornament  of  this  age,  who  yet  accounts  no  quality  be 
hath  fo  glorious,as  that  which  he  will  never  part  with»  whilcfl  he  lives 3 
to  be 

My  Lord, 
From  Balx^ac  -3.  of  Tour,  &c. 

April  1611, 


FINIS. 
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To  my  L  o  R  D ,  the  Cardinall 
T>e  la  Valet. 


ET  T  E 


rI. 


I  R,  being  not  able  to  bring  you  this  untoward  Prc- 
fcnc  my  fclfe,  I  humbly  entreat  you  to  excufe  mec 
that  I  fend  it.  Wherein  I  bind  you  not  to  a  fecond 
ptrufali,  and  to  read  that  againe,  which  perhaps  you 
have  read  already  with  diftaft.    It  is  true  Sir,  thac 
fomcthing  is  altered  in  the  Copyj  and  well  neerc 
one  halfc  added  to  the  Oiiginall  5  but  the  fpight  is^ 
that  bifc  Wares  get  no  value  byftore,  and  the  water  that  comes  from 
the  fame  Spring,  can  never  be  much  diflfei  jog :  but  if  in  anyofthcpaf- 
fages,  1  have  not  altogether  come  off  ill,  and  that  I  have  had  fome  tole- 
rable conceits,  I  acknowledge  Sir,  that  I  have  had  k  all  from  the  good 
education  ]  had  with  you  j  and  thac  it  is  the  fruit  of  thofe  Iiiftrudi- 
ons,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honcur  to  impart  unto  me.     For,  no 
man  ever  had  conceits  more  pure  ,  more  pregnant,  than  your  felfc  ; 
no  man  ever  faw  things  moreclecrly  tban  you  doe  ;  you  can  reil  pre- 
cifcly  in  what  degree  of  good  and  evill  any  thing  ftandsj  and  to  find  ouc 
the  truth,  there  n.:eds  no  more,    but  to  follow  ycur  Opinion.   But  to 
rpcake  truly,  I  feare  this  quality  in  you,  no  IclTe  than  I  efteeme  it  j  you 
have  too  much  knowledge  in  you  for  a  Difcouifc  that  requires  fimpli- 
cityin  the  Reader.  Niicber  am  I  fo  unadvifed,  to  expofeic  to  the  [f 
verity  of  your  judgement,  I  [ubmi:  it  rather  to  the  proteAioa  of  your 
goodneffe,  and  hope  you  wtllnot  lay  open  thofe  faults,  which  none  but 
your  fclfe  fliall  fee  :  Humbly  entreating  you  to  proteft  a  fpirit  of  youc 
own  making  j  and  not  fo  much  to  confider  my  manner  of  cxprcffing, 
as  the  affc^icn  with  which  I  am 

Sir, 

rows,  &c. 

Aaz  To 


^  The  Letters  of  Monfteup 

To  the  fan^e  is  before. 
Letter  II. 

SI  K  i  I  am  n^g'i^entj  far  fearc  of  beir^  trcublcfomf,  9ni  Itft  | 
ihould  beirnpor.uaattly  complem«mail,rfoicbcaictorhcwrayfclfe 
f  fficioiifly  darifiill.  But  my  fiulr  g'-owing  from  difcrction,  I  hepe 
ycu  will  no:  lase  it  ill,  fhu  I  have  a  care  not  to  trouble  you,  and  tbat 
you  will  pardon  the  inrcrmiflfion  of  my  Letrcs,  which  ha-hnoochcr 
tndi  but  rhe  foKicing  your  Eys.  I  feeke  no  Colours  of  Art,  to  paint 
out  the  afFcdion  I  owe  to  yoi^r  Icivicc  j  This  were  to  corrqpt  the  natu- 
rail  purity.  Truth  is  fimple  and  rtiamcfaft,  and  when  /]\cc  cannot 
fiiew  her  [elk  by  realhfieds,  lliec  will  fcorne  to  doic  by  verbal!  ix? 
prtfli  jns.  It  is  not  in  my  tongue  to  txprclfe  her  orhcrwifc  ,  than  in 
fuch  termts  as  grc  the  engagements  ot  a  lye  j  and  when  I  (hall  have 
made  you  moft  (inceie  proteftacions  of  inviolable  fidelity  ,  there  will 
CGpne  a  coivzening companion  th>c  will  out-vy  me,  and  endcare  him- 
felfe  beyond  all  my  oacbes.  1  could  wilh  there  were  fomc  mar^e  to  di- 
ftinguilh  proteftacions  that  are  true,  from  thofe  thtt  are  feigned  j  for  if 
there  wei  e^  I  j1iou!d  have  great  advantage  over  many  Couitie  s,  more 
rfri.icus  and  more  hot  in  offering  their  fervice,  than  I  am,  and  yoi| 
fiifuld  acknowledge  thjt  the  cmiriencyof  your  vcrtue,  not  to  fpeake 
of  thcemfnency  of  your  dignicy,  is  &fn»  m^n  more  rtjigioufly  reverent 
ccd^tban  ofmy  fcifcjwfao  am/indevci:  will  be 

ffr, 

Youff  8cc. 


To  Monfieur  Godea, 
Let  TE  R  I  11^ 

SIS.,  Dlfguifing  yvill  not  feive  your  turne,  you  are  aremaifeaHc 
.  man,  and  whether  it  be  that  you  call  the  dirtetubling  of  Art,  Negli- 
gence, or  that  youcarinot  put  off  rhofc  ornament?,  which  arc  naui  all 
in  yoi;  ;  I  let  you  knew  tbat  the  (xcellency  of  your  ftile,  cx:cndseven 
t^oyour  familiar  fpeech  ,  ard  ihu  you  arp  able  to  fwceten  it  wichouc 
jawcing  it.  A  man  may  f^ethat  come  fpiinging  and  p  wing  frrm  you? 
^'bichinoib^rsisbfonghta  faiOit,  and  that  wiihengircs  J  you  gather 

that 


D^BALZAC  i 

ihit  Which  others  p»ill  ofF^  atid  thoiigh  you  Write  noining  locflyjyct  you 
tfvht  nothing  with  ftrcyning :  yet  I  muft  tell  you,  they  arc  not  the  pco 
tiodsof  your  fen'cnccj,  nor  the  paWfes  that  winnc  me  fu  much  umo 
you;  1  am  toogroffc  for  fucb  flcrtdcr  and  fine  threads  j  »f  you  had  no- 
thing but  rich  conceits  ^nd  choice  words,  (bis  wcK  bucthevei-cucofi 
Sopbifter ,  and  I  (hauld  phce  you  in  thi  number  of  things  that  may 
pleafe,  but  not  of  things  ihat  one  ought  to  love  j  1  make  more  reckon^ 
ing  of  the  honclty  of  a  duinbc  man,  thin  of  the  clocjuencc  of  a  varlet :  I 
looke  after  the  good  of  f^ciety,  and  the  comfort  of  life,  and  not  after  the 
ijeltght  of  Tbeacers,and  the  amufement  of  company;  Lei  us  ofiake  then  i 
fcrious  profcffion  of  our  duties,andlc£  us  gi^c  good  eXinlplcs  to  an  evill 
age  3  let  us  make  the  world  fee,  thit  the  knowledge  we  hive  of  vertue,  ii 
rot  meeily  fpecuUtive  ',  and  let  us  juftific  our  lookcs  and  our  Studies, 
chat  now  are  charged  with  the  vices  and  impeVfe^ionS  of  their  Teach- 
ers, Philofophy  is  not  midc  to  be  playd  withal!  ,  but  to  be  made 
nfeof,  and  we  muft  count  it  an  Armour,  and  not  a  painted  Coltc* 
They  arc  men  of  the  worft  making,  that  now  a  daycs  ma\e  thcwoiH 
doing  J  fots  take  upon  them  to  be  lubtlc ,  ahd  Wc  have  no  more  any 
tame  Beafl^  amongft  u',  they  are  all  favage  and  wilde.  For  my  fdfr, 
rbohavefccoe  wickcdncirc  in  its  Triumph,  arid  who  have  fomctimC 
l.vcd  inthe  Countrcy  offubrlcry  and  craft  1 1  aiTurc  yoii,IbaYC  brought 
rorhing.from  chencc,  but  loithing,  and  before  ever  I  taftcd  it,  wag 
cloyed,  I  am  exceeding  glad  to  find  you  of  the  fame  dicr,and  doubt  not 
of  the  Doiflrinc  1  Preach,  feeing  I  read  the  fame  in  your  ownc  Letter  | 
B  Jicve  it  Sir ,  there  is  none  more  wholcfomc,  none  more  worthy  of 
our  Creation.  Which  I  am  refolvcd  to  maintaine,  even  to  Death,  and 
will  no  more  leave  it,  cbih  tiic  refolution  I  have  made,  to  be  wiihout 
tcaGng  5 


To  Monfieur  (godeau  againe. 
Letter  IV. 

SI  R,  I  hive  known  a  good  While  ,  that  you  are  no  longer  iVfi^it] 
and  thatvou  lately  made  your  entry  \n\o  Pirit ;  I  doubt  not  but 
With  magnificence  enough,  and  riot  without  beftowirigfomt  publike 
large (Tc.  I  never  knew  you  go  a  forraging,  that  you  returned  not  boiiic 
laden  with  booty  5  i^n^  your  Voyages  baVe  alwaye^  enriched  your 
follov/trfol  pre;eftd  mj  feifc  io  biVc  a  felling  of  ibi«,  ai^d  though  farre 
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removed  from  the  place  where  you  ad  them,  yet  I  lot  not  meine,thac 
my  abfence  fliould  caufe  me  to  lofe  my  fliarc  in  the  diftcibution  of  your 
good  deeds.  Ceafe  not  Sir,  I  entreat  you,  to  bind  me  unto  you,  and  to 
defer  ve  well  of  our  language.  Fill  ouc  Ciofets  wich  the  fruics  of  your 
brain^and  fince  you  can  do  ic,makc  us  to  gather  more  (heaves  of  Corn, 
than  the  beft  woikmen  hitherto  have  left  us  earcs;  My  devotion  ftands 
waiting  continually  for  your  Chriftian  workes,  and  I  entreat  you,  they 
may  be  done  in  fuch  a  volume ,  that  we  may  carry  them  handfomcly 
with  us  to  Church.  That  which  I  have  fcen  of  them,doth  fo  exceeding- 
ly pltafc  me,  that  I  would  be  a  Poet  for  nothing  clfc  but  wich  fomc  in^ 
different  grace  to  praife  them^and  to  fay, 

Viffii  blele  him  tf/it  nukes  [u(h  bleffed  Vtrftsi 

If  I  did  not  love  you  well ,  I  fliould  f  nvy  you  the  converfatiqn  of 
Monficur  ChipUinc,  of  which  in  a  fortnight  I  rtceiyed  not  one  fmtll 
fpark  by  the  ordinary Poft. Thus  I  do  but  taft  of  that  whereof  you  make 
full  meales  5  yet  remember,  I  have  as  good  right  in  him  as  your  fclfe, 
and  though  I  truft  you  with  the  keepiog  him,  yet  I  do  not  quit  my  pare. 
in  him  5  To  him  and  you  both,  I  am  moft  aiFcdionately. 

7ouri  &€.     . 


To  Monfieur  Conrat. 
L  E  T  T  E  R.   V, 

ST  R,I  had  undertaken  to  have  anfwcred  to  every  point  of  your  elo* 
quent  Letter,  buc  when  I  bad  fpcnt  a  whole  moneth  about  it,  I 
could  not  fatisfie  my  felfe  with  my  undertaking,  That  which  1  had 
writteoj  was  not  worthy ,  me  thought ,  that  I  (hould  Father  it  j  and  I 
began  to  thinke  I  (hould  doe  you  a  great  couitcfie,  to  fave  you  the 
reading  of  an  ill  Oration.  But  teeing  of  evilU,  the  leaft  are  the  bcft,you 
ftiali  have  caufc  10  be  plealed  with  this  complement ,  which  will  coft 
you  no  mone  but  one  looke  to  looke  over,  and  never  put  you  to  the 
iaboUr  of  turning  over  the  Icate.  I  have  this  onely  to  fay  at  this  time, 
that  the  reporr,whicb  was  fprcadd  my  death,  hath  not  killed  me,  and 
that  in  defpigh:  of  rumour  and  mortall  Prefages ,  I  intend  to  be  happy 
by  youe  mcancs  ,  and  not  to  forgoe  the  good  fortune  prefented  to  me 
in  your  pcrfon  :  To  I  call  your  excellent  fricnd(hipj  with  wMichno  bur- 
den is  heavy,  no  calamity  dolorous.  For  I  know  I  (hallfindeinyou 
that  ancjem  gencrourueiVe,  whereofM»nficur(<c/<«N(?vf,aQd  Monfieur 

Ac 
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de  Ftrrtt,  made  profcflion;  I  account  when  I  difcover  fccreti  to  ycu » 
I  hide  them  j  afid  lliall  have  ro  jcalou/ie  of  mf  honour  when  I  hav^ 
put  it  into  your  hands.  In  fucb  fort  Sir,  that  my  foulc  lliould  be  a  ve' 
ry  hard  temper,  if  it  did  not  fecle  a  kind  of  ticiclingin  roprefcntan^ 
great  advcotagesj  and  iU  (hould  net  moft  perfcdly  be,  as  you  oblige 
mc  to  be. 

Tour,    ftc. 


To  my  Lord  the  Biftiop  of  Nantes. 
Litter  VL 

SI  Rj  I  was  upon  the  point  of  fcndiog  my  footmsn  to  you,  when 
I  faw  your  footman  enter  my  Lodging  ,  who  brcUghc  m'e  news  (X- 
cceding  joyl'ull  5  and  now  I  depend  no  longer  upon  Fortune  ,  fince 
another  bel:des  her  ftlf  can  ma\c  me  tiappy  5  aad  am  fo  inde(  d  as  much 
as  I  would  wifh  ,  and  Hiould  never  know  the  va'ue  of  your  friendfhip, 
if  I  made  ic  not  the  bounds  of  my  anibiticn.  To  complaine  of  for- 
tarnc,  nad  ro  be  your  favorite,  are  things  that  imply  a  mon  all  contra - 
diAion  ;  it  is  an  cafie  mat" cr  to  comfort  a  penfion  ill  paid,  when  a  mars 
is  in  polTtfiion  of  itore  ©f  treafure,and  having  neither  [he  gift  of  impu- 
dcncy ,  nor  of  hypocrilic,  it  is  not  for  me  to  profper  in  an  age  wbicb  e- 
ftecme  them  moft  that  arc  owners  cfthftfe  qualities.  It  is  enough  for 
me,  that  M.  the  Cardinal!  doth  me  the  honour  to  wifh  mc  well,  and 
condcmnes  not  your  judgfment  of  me  j  all  other  difgraccsjfiom  whence 
faercr  they  come,  I  am  prepared  to  beire ,  and  take  for  a  favour 
the  contempt  that  is  linked  to  the  profcffion  of  vertue.  But  it  is  tuo 
much  to  fay  of  me,  that  which  Stntu  faid  to  Cato  :  C.nonem  faculum 
fuum  piriim  intelUxit.  Thcfc  are  tranfccndcncies  ofMr.  rf€N4Btex,and 
impoltures  of  love.  He  ftretchetb  all  objcfts  to  infinity,  and  all  hit 
comparifons  arc  beycnd  proportion.  The  Sunne  and  the  Starres  arc 
common  things  with  him,  and  he  can  find  nothing  in  Nature  godly 
enough  to  ferve  fora  fimilitude  of  that  he  loves.  It  is  this  dcctitfal! 
paffion  bath  made  you  believe,  that  I  am  of  fome  great  worth,  and  that 
my  barren  foile  is  fruitful!  in  high  conceits.  Bu:Sir,  I  count  all  this 
nothing,  if  this  love  of  yours  pefwade  you  not  to  come  and  ftay  a  while 
in  it,  and  to  be  mindlull  of  your  word.  I  have  put  ^fonfieur— -in 
h^pe  hereof,  and  make,  my  fclfe  furefinceyou  have  made  meafo- 
lomne  promifc  3  knowing  that  Truch  is  rc(id?fit  wpon  the  moucboi 
Kihop?, 
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Vixtfii,  venleti  Gnve  io>  immutablU  ftnSiU 
Tonaut  ^kfi  vtrbky  ((^vocm  Un  fequuntur. 

The  Authourof  thcfc  Vcrfcs  fiiall  be  your  fourth  fuppliant  .*  it  is 
one  that  hath  been  of  your  old  acquaintance ,  ani  was  accounted  the 
yirgilo^h'is  time  Imakeiireofhim  upon  this  occafion,  brcaufe  per- 
haps you  will  make  more  reckonin|  of  him  than  of  mee^  whoycc  am 
more  than  an)  man  in  the  World, 

Sir, 

7our,  &c. 


Another  to  my  Lord  Biftiop  of  Nantes. 

Letter  VIL 

SIRj  I  fpeake  Latine  but  once  a  yeatc ,  and  yet  as  feMome  as  itis^ 
it  comes  more  epon  hazard  than  out  ofknowled|e,  and  holds  leifc 
of  learning  than  o^  rapture :  vouchfafc  thcieforc  to  take  it  in  good  part, 
that  in  my  fetled  braines,  1  anfwer  you  in  the  vu'gu  Tongue  ,  and 
tell  you,  that  never  Eares  were  more  attentive,  noi  more  prepared  to 
bearing,  than  ibofcof  our  family  when  I  read  your  Letter  before  them  : 
they  were  not  fatisfi<-'d  to  have  onely  a  litterall  interpretation ,  and  to 
make  me  .heir  Grammarian,  but  I  muft  dcclaime  upon  it,  and  make  a 
Pitaphrafe  as  large  as  a  Commenrary.  If  you  will  know  the  fucceflc, 
I  can  truly  fay,  that  all  the  company  was  well  fatisfied  j  buc  I  may  tell 
you  all,  that  they  were  even  ravifhcd  with  admiration  of  your  bounty, 
fpccially  my  Niccc,who  in  the  grcatcft  vanity  that  fexis  capable  of,  nc* 
ver  durft  imagine  (lie  (hould  ever  hivcthe  honour  to  bcprayfcd  inLatin, 
and  (hould  feve  for  an  Argument  of  commendation  to  the  greateft 
Dcdorofour  age.  Shee  faith,  this  is  a  fecond  obligation  you  bind  her 
in,to  make  her  a  ^omttne  after  you  hive  made  her  your  daughter  i  and  to 
give  her  fo  noble  a  Country,af  er  giving  her  fo  worthy  a  Father.  And  yet 
to  thcfc  two  favours,  I  can  addc  a  third,  which  (he  forgot :  mcthinkes 
Sir,  flicc  fattens  and  grows  up  with  thcfc  prayfes  you  give  her  j  (hce  is 
fairer  by  one  halfc  tban(hcc  was  before.    And  if  from  vertuethertf 
llTuc  c-rcainc   bcamcs,  which  enlighten  the  Objcds  ihit  are  neere 
It  ;  and  that  bcaury  flowes  from  goodncflc ,  as  from  the  Spring,  I 
need  not  then  gccfarrcto  feeke  from  whence  this  varnilhof  hcrlooke, 
this  amiabkneffe  ofh«countcn|n6€,isgcownc  upon  bcr:  U  «  cer- 
tainly 
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talnly  your  late  benedidtion  that  bath  painted  her  j  and  to  fpeakc  ic  in 
the  words  of  the  Poet, 

Forms fdm  Tdtir  tfft  idlt\  tumenque  Juvtnttt 
furpureum ,  |r  Ixtos  mlU  tffilnt  honorts, 

1  have  confidcred  of  theLctcr  whereof  you  pleafed  to  fcid  mee  » 
Copy,  and  in  my  judgement ,  you  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  World  to 
reft  fatisfied  with  it.  They  could  never  have  been  more  in  favour  of 
you,  if  you  had  endiced  them  your  felfe,  and  our  friend  himfelfc  had 
writ  them  :  if  you  had  been  the  King,  and  be  th€  Secretary,  if  I  be  not 
deceived^  this  ftile  will  bring  a  cooling  upon  the  joy  of  -  "and  riiakc 
them  fee,  they  have  at  lead  miftaken  one  word  for  aaoibcr,  and  that  the 

abfencc  of bath  not  been  a  difchargc  of  his  authoriry,buc  one 

ly  a  breathing  from  the  labours  of  his  charge.  I  am  wreftling  ftill  with 
— ~and  preparing  you  an  afccr.dinners  Recreation  ,  which  /  will 
bring  my  felfe  to^urduux,  if  you  ftay  there  till  the  next  moncifa.  la 
the  meanc  time,  fince  you  defirc  new  alTu-ances  of  my  fidelity ,  I 
fweare  unto  you,  wi;h  all  the  Religion  of  Caches,  and  wicb  all  the  U- 
bcrcy  and  finceii  y  of  the  golden  agcjthat  J  am 

Sir, 

Twr,  &c. 


To  Monfieur  de  la  Nanue  ,  Councellour  of  the 
King ,  in  his  firft  Chamber  of 
Enquefts. 

Letter  VI  II. 

C  I  R,  my  deare  CouCn,  your  noblcneflfe  is  not  of  thefe  times »  but 
you  are  gener«u$  after  the  old  fa(hion.  To  call  ihc  paines  I  put  you 
to,  a  favour ,  and  to  thankc  a  man  for  petfecuting  you,  this  is  a  venue 
which  Ortflts  and  Phylidcs  perhaps  knew  ,  buc  is  now  nowhere  to  be 
found,but  either  in  old  fa  Wes,  or  in  your  Letter.  The  offers  you  make 
mcjdo  not  fomuch  give  me  a  poircflion,ascdnfirme  me  in  ic,and  afure 
me  the  durablcnes  of  a  bappineCTejwhich  wents  noihing  of  being  per- 
U6tf  but  being  durable.  Monfieur  de—>—« hath  ftretched  his  bet iefe 
yet  further ;  he  hath  told  me  of  your  comming  into  this  Provience,  and 
bath  promifed  me  at  Icaft  fome  bourcs  of  tbofe  Grand  dayes  that  bring 
you  hitheiiif  they  were  as  long  as  thofe  oiVUtoes  year^thcy  ihonld  not  be 
too  long  for  mce ,  if  I  might  be  fo  bappy  to  fytttd  (hioi  in  ^cur  com- 
pany. 
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pany^  I  make  accour^c  to  husband  the  lead  minures  of  it  I  can  cakt 
liold  of,and  am  about  in  fuch  fort  ro  deck  up  my  Hcrmitage,thac  k  may 
HOC  be  oflfcnfivc  to  your  eyes.  lean  prefeiKycu  but  wiih  groffeplea* 
Aires  and  Country  recreations  5  yer,you. that  are  perfe<S^Iy  jait,  will  not 
rcfttfe  to  take  a  little  contentment  where  you  aic  perfcdly  lovc<i,  and 
prefcrrc  a  lively  paffioH, 'and  aheait  fincere  ,  before  falfe  fcmblances 
and  a  dead  magnificence.  My  complements  arc  thort,  and  I  am  by 
profedlon  a  very  bad  Courtier^  but  my  words  carry  truth  to  ihtm^  and  I 
am  with  all  my  faule, 

Sifi  my  deere  Coufjiy 
At  Baltic,  func  ii 

1654.'  To«r,  Sic, 


To  Monfieur  ide  U  Motte  le  Vojer^ 
Letter  IX. 

SI  R,  I  am  going  from/?4w  in  haftjand  carry  with  me  the  jriefe, 
that  I  cannot  fl,ay  to  tell  you  in  bow  great  account  1  hold  the  offer 

you  make  me  of  you-r  friendlhfp.  If  this  be  the  price  of  fo  poore  2 
marchandifej  as  that  I  fentyou,  never  was  man  a  greater  gainer  by 
traifiking  than  I  :  snd  you  feemc  in  this^not  unlike  thofe  IndUnty  who 
thought  to  over-reach  the  SpintArds,  by  giving  them  Gold  for  Glalfe. 
I  have  long  fince  knowne  your  great  worth,  though  you  vvould  not  be 
knownc  to  have  fuch  worth  in  yoa  j  all  thfi  care  you  can  take  to  hide 
the  beauty  of  your  life,  cannot  keep  the  luftre  of  it  from  dazeling  mine 
eyes,  and  though  you  make  your  Vertue  a  fecrct ,  yet  I  have  pierced 
into  it,  and  difcovered  it.  And  yet  I  muAconfcffe  unto  you  my  infir- 
mity, I  findittoo  fublime  for  me,  and  with  my  ottermoft  ability  am"^ 
not  able  to  reach  it  j  all  1  can  doe,  is  to  refped  it  with  reverence ,  and" 
to  follow  you  with  my  eyes  ?and  thoughts.  The  World  cannot  raife 
it  ftlfe  above  the  pitch  of  the  prefent  age,and  be  wife  in  cquall  rank  with 
tArifiides  and  Socrates  5 1  am  contented  to  be  in  a  lower  forme  of  ver- 
tue, for  I  am  a  man,  and  they  dcmyGods  1 1  neither  afpire  to  be  their 
cquall,  nor  their  rivall,  muchleflc  Sir,  to  be  their  judge  or  accnfer. 
A^nitui  and  Mtlittu  would  be  much  miftaken  in  mc,if  they  fhculd  thinfc 
I  would  joync  with  them  in  their  accufation,  as  though  I  thought  all 
opinions  to  be  bad, which  arc  not  like  mine  ownji  had  rather  think,  that 
it  is  I  that  lofc  the  fight  of  Orapw  Tubero  fometimes,  than  thinkc  that 
be  is'ftrayedjor  out  of  the  way ;  and  rather  charge  my  felfe  with  weak- 
neffcjthan  accufe  faim  of  raflinciTe.ijet  Wm  leave  the  middle  Region  of 

.'"  "   ""'  '^    -----  -   -  •  -  --  ^^^ 
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the  ayrcbclew  him,  and  mounr  up  above  the  higheft  j  Ice  him  take  up- 
on him  to  judge  of  humane  things,  from  Shepheards  to  Kings,  from 
fiirubbes  to  ftarres,  provided,  that  he  be  pleafcd  to  hold  there,  and  bow 
his  wings,  and  Cubmit  his  reafon  to  things  divine.    I  have  not  time  to 

tell  you,how  mnch  I  value  him.  Monficar  de •will  at  more  leifurc 

entertait^e  you  with  difcourfc  about  it,I  onely  will  aflure  you,  that  what 
maske  foever  you  put  upon  your  face,  I  find  yoB  aln ayes  exceeding  ami* 
able,and  that  I  will  ever  be 

Sir, 
At  Birft,  6.  S(ptmh, 

i6$t.  Tour,  &c. 


To  Msidzm  de  Villefavw. 
Letter  X. 

MAdam,  fceiag  it  i$my  ill  fortune,  that  I  cannot  find  youthen 
I  come  to  fee  you,  I  entreat  you  to  let  me  fpeak  to  you  by  an  in- 
terpreter 5  and  that  I  may^make  this  benefit  of  my  being  fo  farrc  from 
FtrUi  to  have  a  right  of  writing  to  you,when  I  could  not  have  the  power 
offpeaking  with  you.  Indeed,  as  long  as  you  were  taken  up  with  enter, 
taining  your  deare  fonne,  whom  long  abfence  had  made,  as ic  were 
new  unto  you,  and  as  long  as  you  were  tailing  the  firft  joyes  which  his 
returnehad  brought  with  it  5  It  had  been  a  great  indifcretion  in  a 
ftranger,  to  intrude  bimfelfe  into  your  private  fealb ,  and  trouble  the 
liberty  ofyour  familiar  converfation  I  but  now  that  yourextaficsof  joy 
are  over-pafled  ,  and  that  a  more  calme  eftate  makes  you  (ociablc  to  o- 
thers  abroad  ;  Now  Madam,  you  may  vouchfafe  to  accept  my  comple- 
ment, and  tohearc  me  fay,  with  my  Gountrey  freedome,  that  yon 
want  much  of  that  I  widi  you,if  you  want  any  thing  of  abfolntc  felicity, 
I  make  no  doubt  but  Monfieur  3mtbiUicr  your  fonne,  as  he  parted  from 
hence  a  righc  honeft  man,  To  he  is  turned  hicbet;  an  underftanding 
man  3  and  that  to  the  lights,  which  arc  given  by  Nature,  he  hath  added 
thofc  that  are  goften  by  pradice,  and  by  conference.  The  lyrcoUtalf^ 
which  is  fo  powerful!  in  ripening  of  fruits,  hath  not  beenlcffe  favour- 
able to  the  feeds  of  his  fpirit,  and  having  been  at  the  fpring-head  of  hu- 
mane prudence,  I  aflure  my  felfe,  he  hath  drawn  decpe  of  ir,  and  hath 
filled  his  minde  with  fo  many  new  and  fublime  knowledges  5  that  even 
his  Father  (  if  it  were  not  for  the  great  Love  he  beares  him  )  might  noc 
unjuftly  grow  jealous  at  it.  This,Madamjis  that  happineiTe  I  fpeak  to 
you  of,  and  which  I  hive  alwaycs  wiftiedtoyou,  and  to  which,  there 
can  nothing  be  added ,  but  to  fee  (hortly  fo  excellent  an  inftrument  fee 

•  '         ?vrorkc 
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a  workc,  and  fo  able  a  man  employed  in  great  atfiu  cs  When  this  dial! 
be,  I  fliall  then  fee  the  fuccctfe  of  my  ancitnt  p  redid  ions,  anJof  thati 
have  long  read  in  bis  very  face  3  i">  tiiat,you  niay  well  chin'te,  I  Ihill  take 
nodiftaft  ar  you  •  content-ncnt,  as  well  for  the  tcpat^ion  of  my  skill  in 
Phyfnomy  and  Pi-ognofticitiilg,  as  for  that  /  perted  y  am 

• 

A  t  Bil^tc.  1. 6  Slob.  hiidm, 
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to  Monfieur  ^/e  gomhervillt. 
Letter  XI> 

C  I  R,  the  mifchancc  at  iht  TuittirUfi  bathdifqui  ted  me  allnigfif, 
and  my  unquietneffe  would  have  continued  ftill  ,  if  you  had  not 
taken  thcpaincscocalmeif.  The  newcs  you  fend  mf,gi/cs  me  life  j  A 
mancanaoc  be  innocent  whom  Madam^e  /♦iii/bn/miudgetb  culpa* 
blejfhcc  is  not  one  that  will  complaine  where  there  is  no  fault  5  and  tru  - 
ly,  if  (l^c  hid  taken  the  mifchance  of  her  page  in  another  fafliion  thirf 
flic  didji  would  rather  have  abandened  reafon  than  maimaine  it  againft 
ber,  and  would  not  have  truft^d  my  own  teflimorty,  if  (he  re/cdcdit. 
Yourcmembcrj  that  but  hearing  her  Nimc,  I  fell  down  in  a  trancCj 
and  thai  the  very  fighc  of  ber  livery,  flruck  into  me  a  religious  horrour, 
and  a  trembling  refped,  which  is  not  ba?ne,birr  to  things  Dvinc.  And 
iri  thfsrankc,!  place  fo  rare  a  beauty  asbcrs  is*  and  though  r  be  no  man 
of  the  World  ,  yet  I  am  not  fo  very  a  ftranger  to  theoccurrents  of  the 
Worldjbut  that  I  very  well  know,  fhe  is  nniverfally  adored  j  I  muft  not 
alwaycspaffc  for  an  Hermire  ;  this  I  am  fare,  fhe  carries  with  her  tbe  * 
d-firesand  vowesof  all  the  Court,  and  fhce  leads  in  triuaiph  tbofc 
Gillants,wbo  have  themfclvcs  triumphed  over  out  enetiiies :  yet  I  know 
withall,  they  depend  more  upon  her  by  their  ownp3ffi")n,  than  by' 
her  endeavours,  and  foRow  v»yichout  being  drawee.  Thcfc  arc  Cap- 
tivis  ,  whom  (he  trufts  upon  their  word,for  their  true  impiifon- 
ment,  and  whom  fhe  fuffcrsto  be  their  owne  Kceperi.  Iff  the  coiirfe 
(hi  holds  of  honcfty,  her  favours  arc  fo  mb  all,  or  (a  ligbr,  tbare  eiih'cr 
they  content  none  but  the  wife,  becaufe  they  dclire  no  more  than  what 
is  given  them  j  or  none  but  the  unwifc ,  bccaufe  tbey  take  that  ta 
be  given  them,  which  was  never  meant  theci ;  fo  there  arc  feme  per- 
haps well  fatisfiedjbut  it  is  by  the  force  of  their  imagination,- and  no  bt)- 
dy  bath  caufe  to  b:  prottd  of  a  F«rtune,which  no  btjdy  pofiefTjih.  As  her 
Ycrme  is  as  clcarc  as  the  fire  that  f^yarklcs  in  ber  eycf ,  io  her  repo-a- 
" ' '  '   "  tion' 
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tlon  IS  as  much  \vul?ouc  blemilh  as  bcr  bcau:yiand  ofthis^honcft  people 
givcteftimonybyihcir  wods,   and  D\  traders  by  chcir  filence.    $bce 
makes  thorncs  th.ic  they  cannat  p;iclc,    and  makes  flanc'cr  itfclfeto 
Icarncgood  ruanneis.     And  tbcrefoic  Sir,  I  Ihould  be  very  unfortu- 
nate, it  I  bad  been  caufe  of  difpUating  her,  wbcm  all  the  World  en- 
deavours to  pleafe  5  and  it  would  be  a  fhjmc  to  our  Nation,  tbnt  a 
FrW(i!>.ifin  Ihould  beare  himftlfe  unrcvacnrly  towards  bcr,  to  whom 
very  BMbarUns  would  bca  c  a  reverence.  If  this  mif-fortuncbad  bc- 
fillen  me,it  is  not  the  faving  my  P.'ges  life,fli.)u!d  make  me  ftand  in  the 
dcfencejand  I  would  never  c?elirf  to  augment  my  traine^but  to  the  end  I 
mighc  have  the  more  f  crifices  to  ol^'er  upon  the  Altar  of  her  cholor.  But 
(he  is  too  mercifull  to  punidi  me.in  Delinquents,  and  too  generous,  to 
give  petty  Examples  .*  (hec  refcrves  her  juWIce  for  the  Great  ones,  and 
the  Proud  i  for  thofe  who  havi'^g  more  tender  fcnfes,  are  better  able 
to  fcclc  the  weight  of  her  ar.ger  iore'fcin  t;uth  h<r  purpofe  is  to  ftievf 
nie  a  particular  favour,by  a publi  c  declaration, and  to  let  the  World  fefj 
fliec  makes  a  reckoning  oi  that  of  which  the  World  makes  ncnc.  And 
knowing  what  the  g-arefulnclfe  of  good  Leters  is,  /hcc  is  dcfirous 
to  bavc  them  in  her  dcbtj  flice  payes  our  fludies  before- hand ,  for  the 
fruii  Oieexpeds  from  them,  and  obligcth  the  Art  which  can  p  ayfe  the 
Obligarion  :ihct  is  made  believe,  that  I  have  fome  skill  in  thtsArr,and 
I  perceive  I  am  not  in  Co  little  refpcA  with  her  as  I  thought;  andcf 
this  I  am  afl'u  ed,  by  the  painci  it  coil  you,  to  make  her  take  her  Page 
;jgaini  that  washuitjand  by  the  civill  jangungc  fhcc  dcfired  you  to 
deliver  from  her.    It  exceeded  indeed  all  bounds  of  moderation,  and  ic 
("iemes  fliec  would  not  onely  for  my  five  protetSt  an  innocent,  but  would 
be  readv.if  nctd  were,  to  reward  a  (iciinqucnr.    For  acknowledgemen? 
cf  which  gene-^ous  gooJn'  Ife,   all  my  own  fpirir,  and  all  my  friends  put 
logciicr,  can  neyer  be  too  much.   It  is  p.irnciilar'y  your  felfe  to  whom 
1  muft  have  recou  fe  in  this  rccaGon  :  you  Sir,  who  fet  the  Crown  up- 
on Beat  t  cs  head,  who  h  vc  the  pow^"r  to  make  Queens  at  your  plea-^ 
fare  }  and  to  whom  Qlympid  and  Y^^tidc  tc  beholding  for  their  Era* 
pire :  havi'Tgbcftowed  fo  gieat  ^lj:y  upon  pe  fons  that  never  were; 
and  fet  all  France  a  running  after  Phjn'afmfS ,  you  may  well  take 
upon  you  to  defend  the  reputation  of  a  fcnflble  and  living  vertue,  and 
cbooie  a  lubjeft  that  may  be  ctankcfu'.l  to  you  for  your  choice^  and  tbt$ 
is  a  matter  yon  cannr  t  denv,  of  which  we  will  tallce  morejand  conclude 
it  aftc<  d'.nner  in  prefenceof  the  L^dy  thatts  ioterefled  in  it,  into  whofe 
prefence,!  muft  cjnzreat  ycU;to  be  my  UHier  to  b;  ing  me,  that  fo  I  may 
cvec  moj:^  and  more  be/ 

Sir-, 
Ac  Pirhj  r.  ^^ne,  jour  mofi  humble  and  mojl 

14^)1.  0  h'kei  fcrviOHi  &  c. 
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1    '"'- 
To  Monlieur  de  VHUers  HottomAff. 

Letter  XII. 

SI  R,  bcirtg  equally  tender  of  the  good  will  you  bearc  me,  and  of  tbef 
account  you  make  of  me,  I  cannot  chofe   but  reft  well  facisficd 
with  your  rcmcmbring  me  ,  and  with  the  judgement  you  deliver  of  my 
writings ;  you  are  not  a  man  that  will  bearc  falfe  witnefTC}  and  you 
bave  too  much  bonefty  to  deceive  the  World,  but  withall,  you  have 
too  much  undcrftandingto  be  deceived  your  felfe,and  one  may  well  re- 
ly upon  a  wifdome  that  is  confirmed  by  time  and  pradice.    This  is  that 
which  makes  mc  to  mike  fuch  rccboningofyoar  approbation,  and 
fach  account  of  yourcounlell,  that  I  ihall  be  loath  to  be  defcdive  in  the 
}eaft  tittle  of  contenting  you.   It  is  farre  from  mc,  to  maintainc  a 
point,  ihit  you  oppofe  - 1  give  it  over  at  the  firft  blow,  and  yield  at  the 
firft  fummons :  ye:  I  could  never  hive  thought,  that  of  a  jeaft,  there 
(Iioul'd  have  been  made  a  fault  j  or  that  a  poore  word/poken  without  dc- 
fignc  or  ayming  at  any,  fiiould  have  been  the  caufeeffo  great  com- 
plaints. You  know,  that  in  a  certaine  modcrne  Schoole,  there  is  a  dif- 
ference made,  Fri  U  virtu  faniniU;  tt  U  Donmfci  s  and  it  is  held, 
that  to  make  love ,  is  more  the  vice  of  a  woman,  than  of  a  Princeffc  j 
2nd  lelfe  to  be  blamed  in  the  perfon  oiSemirtmk  or  Cleopatra,  than  in 
theperfon  of  Lucretii  or  Virgmia  :  I  carry  not  my  opinions  fo  farre, 
and  I  mease  to  be  no  Authour  of  fo  cxctavagant  a  Morality.    It  may 
fufficc,  that  wi;faouc  defcending  from  the  Thefis  to  the  Hypotheps,  X 
pioceft  uato  you ,  I  fliould   be  very  forry ,  I  had  trenched  upon  the 
repuracion  of  that  great  QucenCj   or  intended  to    corrupt  the  me- 
mory of  fo  excellent  an  odour ,  as  rtiee  hath  left  Bchinde  her  5  of 
wbofe  great  wortbineffe ,  I  have  in  other  places  faid  fo  much  ,  that 
I  fhould  but  ffiame  my  felfe  to  fay  any  otherwife  ;  and  indeed, 
the  tcrmes  I  ufed  were  free ,  and  not  injurious ,  and  fach  ,  as  if 
they  wound  a  lirrlc ,  they  tickle  and  delight  much  more  :  I  rf^ither 
fpake  difgraccfully  of  the  dignity  of  her  royall  birth,  nor  gave  her 
any  odious  6r  uncivill  Names,  as  fome  others  have  done,  whom 
I  condemnc  extreamly   for  it  j  yet  Sir ,  I  will  yield  to  confeflc, 
that   I   hiVe  faid  too    much ,  and    though    my   faying   too  much 
diould  have  attradives  to  charme  mec,  and  were  as  deare  to  mec 
as  any  part  of  my  fclfe,  yet  feeing  it  is  diftaftfult  to  you,  I  will 
for  you:  [aki  cut  ,it  cleane  orf,  and  never  looke  for  further  rcafons 
ro  induce   mee  to  it.    I  can   deny  nothing  to  my    friends ,    and 
therefore  make  no  doubt  of  ihe  power   you  have  over  mee ,  and 
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cf  my  teftifying  I  upon  this  occafion ,  without  opening  my  EycSj 
,h«  I  am  ^.^^ 

At  mxic,  4.  ?-«.  ^ 


To  Monficur  de  Borficll. 

LETTiERXIIL 

SIS,  f  am  ^0  fee  from  fecktnj  to  juftifie  my  negligence ,  that  I 
will  not  goe  ?bout  fo  mtsch  as  to  cxcufe  it  :  nothing  but  my  being 
dead>  cm  be  a  valaablc  reafori  why  I  waited  not  upon  you,  to  offer  you 
my  fcrvice  5  all  other  impediment;?  \vould  prove  too  light ,  la  have 
kept  mc  here :  but  fuch  i$  your  gracioufnelVe,  ihat  it  is  impcflible  to  fall 
foulc  wi;b  you;  fuch  your  indulgence,  that  you  remit  a  fault  before  I 
can  confefl'c  ic :  you  give  mc  no  leiruie  to  aske  you,  at  the  very  firftj 
you  ob  ige  me  to  thanke  you ,    and  I  have  received  my  pardon  here  at 
home,  which  I  never  looked  toobcaine,  but  at  Oraieufy  and  that  with 
longfolUciring.  I  have  not  yet  fcene  the  Ambaifatrix,  who  bath  done 
mc  the  tivcur  to  bring  it  to  me  ,  and  I  cannot  imagine,  fhcc  fhould  be 
fiiroriiedwiththatuefpaire,  as  your  Letter  rfprefents  her  in.  %4Umts 
affl.ftion,  in  rtfpcft  of  hers,  would  be  buc  meane,  and  ihofe  women 
whofc  teares  Anriquity  hath  hrllowed,  did  bu:  bate  their  Husbands, 
in  comparifoa  of  her ;  1  know  not  whether  you  dee  ber  a  pleafure  ,  to 
raife  her  fowowto  lohlgh  a  pitch  ;  for  after  this  you  fpeakc  of,  fhcc 
[  (hall  never  be  allowed  to  lift  up  her  Eyes,  and  you  give  her  a  reputa- 
tion whereof  Hiee  is  not  worthy,  if  dice  leave  but  one  haire  upon  her 
Head     I  much  diftaft  your  e xaggcrationSj  and  cannot  thinke  llice  will 
beare  you  out  in  the  rcpoit  you  ma' e  of  her  mifcrable  eflate :  if  i:  were 
fuch,  as  you  make  it,  it  would  be  capable  of  no  remedy:  EpiSlctw  and 
Sertca  ,  would  be  too  meane  Phylicians  to  take  her  in  hand  j  .ycjt  I 
meane  not  to  contradid  ycu  ; ' 

J  tbhfie  when  datb  her  Hiuhmi  ja^'d^ 
^ngdicd  with  her  FiUs  difpUafi^ 

Lobfitpde  i'th  fice  at  AUbifUt  : 
Cbargirg  the  guUtlc[je  Stmts  veitb  bldme 
In  all  th'hiriLar.gutgt  Rage  could  frmc, 
H^hcn  it  is  grovene  ihi  Reijons  MajUr, 


fiid      y«  the  glory  of  ha  fpiiit  mak  s  mc  believe  wiiball  ,  that  this  fad 
'•^M         «.^^~.  "  humour 
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bumaur  wss  but  a  Fit ,  and  continued  not  Ion  j,  and  that  th*  fame  day . 
upon  the  tempejR  there  followed  a  calmc.  A  man  (hall  aiect  with  fome  • 
Women  of  fucbfpirits,  thac  ncichcr  time  nor  Philofopby  can  worked 
upon  them  5  aod  lome  others  agiinc ,  that  prevent  the  vrorkc  of  time 
and  Philofophy,by  their  owncnaturallconftitHtton.  As  there  is  fome 
flcfh  To  bard  toheale,  that  no  Balme  can  cure  the  prick  but  of  apinnc  j 
fo  agtine,  there  are  fome  bodies  f«  well  compofed,  that  thrir  wounds 
arc  k:a  cd  with  plaine  Spring' water ,  and  they  dofe  and  grow  together 
of  thcmfelves.  I  alTure  my  felfe,o«r  fairc  Lady  is  of  this  pcrfcd  tem- 
per, and  that  flie  would  be  no  example,  to  make  VVidowes  condemned 
for  cu  ling  their  locks,  or  for  wearing  their  mourning  gowns  edged  with 
grecne.  You  (hould  alledgc  untobcr  the  PrinceflTeLwn/w  ,fo  highly 
cftccmed  of  the  Court  of  Spiinty  and  the  prime  ornament  of  this  laft 
age.  Knowing  that  her  Hiisbaads  ^uiny  was  come,  to  relate  unto  her 
the  particular  of  his  death,  and  hearing  that  his  Secrerary  was  to  come 
the  morrow  after ,  (he  fent  the  quirry  word,  to  forbeare  comming  to. 
fee  her,  till  the  Secretary  were  come ,  that  h  (he  might  not  be  obliged 
to  (hed  teares  twice.  There  is  no  vcrtue  now  adayes  fo  common  as 
conflancy,  nor  any  thing  fo  fuperfluous ,  as  the  cuftome  of  comfor* 
ting.  All  the  Steele  of  Sz/c-iy,  and  all  the  poyfon  of  ThtJiaH ,  might 
well  enough  be  truded  in  the  hands  of  the  mourners  of  our  time,  with- 
out doing  any  hurt.  I  fcarce  know  a  maa  that  would  not  be  glad  to 
out  live,  not  onely  his  friends  and  parenrs,but  even  the  age  he  lives  in^ 
and  his  very  Coantry,  andraiher  than  die,  would  willingly  ftay  in  the 
World  himfelfe  alone.  Speake  therefore  no  more  of  keeping  Angdi^ 
(jt  here  by  force,  who  in  my  opinion  is  not  of  her  ftlfc  uawilling ;  and 
not  having  loft  the  King  of  Sxtekn ,  may  therefore  the  moi  c  eafily  re- 
pairc  her  ioffc,  I  would  to  God  Sir,  I  could  be  no  faddcr  than  (hee  iSf 
and  that  I  could  forget  a  perfon,  who  is  at  this  prefenc  thetormentof  my 
fpirit  J  as  he  bath  heretofore  been  the  delight  of  my  eyes  -but  melan- 
cbolick  men  doe  not  fo  eafily  let  goe  the  hold  of  their  p  ffions,  and  the ' 
good  remedies  you  have  fent  to  comfort  me  for  his  death,  I  approve 
them  all,  but  apply  none  of  them  :  yet  I  give  you  a  thoufand  thankes, 
though  fix  monechs  after  they  were  due  5  and  though  I  fay  not  often, 
yet  1  fay  it  moft  truly,  that  you  fhill  never  take  care  of  any  man,  that 
ii  more  than  my  fclfV, 

At  jBj/^if,  30.t/?/>rrS,  ^' 
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MAdam,  feeing  I  could  not  come  to  fee  you  at  your  dcpircure,, 
as  I  was  bound  to  doe  ,  I  doc  not  thinke  I  (hall  doe  you  any 
wrong   to  fend  you  a  fccttcr  companion  tkan  that  I  proniifed  you  j 
I  meanc  the  Bookc  1  now  fend  you ,    whereof  you  have  heard 
fomuchtalke  J  and  which  you  meant  to  harecarrica  with  you 
into  Perigcrd,  to  be  your  comforter  for  the  loflc  of  Pa,r if.  Tt  is  in 
truth  worthy  of  the  good  opinion  you  haye  of  it,    and  of  t>c 
•impatience  with  which  I  am  a  witnefle,  you  hare  expeded  it.   And 
if  wagers  have  been  layd  upon  Queencs  great  bellies,  and  aflurance 
giren  they  fhould  be  brought  abed  of  a  Tonne  ,  why  (hould  I  won- 
der that  you  have  givcH  beforehand  ,  your  approbation  of  a  tbinr 
that  deferves  the  approbation  of  xll  the  world  ?  Jt  will  certainly 
bring  you  out  of  taR  with  the  pre fenc  I  gave  you,  when  you  de- 
fired  mc  to  lookc  you  out  fomeof  my  Compodtions.  In  i:  you 
(hall  find  that,  that  will  (horten  the  longcft  dayes  of  this  fcafon  | 
That ,  that  will  kecpe  you  from  tedioufncflc  dhen  you  arc  alone  j 
That ,  that  will  make  you  thanke  me  for  my  abfencc.    For  to  fay 
true,  all  viHts  will  be  unfeafonable  to  ycu  ,  when  you  fee  your  felfe 
to  the  Recreation  of  fo  fwctt  a  reading  j    and  whofoevcr  ihill 
come  to  trouble  you  at  fuch  a  time,  muft  ncedi  have  from  you  fom« 
fecret  malediAions  ,  what  civilities  focver  you  make  llicv/  of,  a$ 
your  cuftome  is.  1  would  be  loath  ro  fall  into  ihik  inconvenience, 
it  if  better  I  give  my'opimoa  afar  off,  and  in  a  Letter,  which  you 
may  entertain  without  any  fclcmnitie  ;   fii.ce  then  ycu  will  have 
mc  beleevc  ,  that  my  judgment  is  not  altogether  bad,  nor  my  o- 
pinions  wholly  unfound  j  I  profcfle  unco  you  Madam  ,  that  fctting 
alidc  the  afFcdion  I  beare  to  the  Author  of  this  work  ,   I  have  ob- 
ferved  in  the  worke  it  felfe  ,  a  niimbcr  of  excellent  things,  which  I 
could  not  chufe  bu:  prayfe  ,    even  in  an  enemy.  He  is  net  Co 
cholerick  1  hope  ,  but  that  he  will  pardoa  cic  if  I  fay  that  he  is  one 
of  the  mofl  pleafmg  lyars  that  ever  I  faw.  I  coi^ipkine  not  of  his 
impoftaies,  but  when  heceafech  to  deceive  mc  ,  becaufcl  would 
gladly  have  them  lalt  alwaycs.    His  Hiftory  fcaih  quite  remov- 
ed my  fpirit  out  of  its  place,  and  hach  touched  to  the  ^uicke  all  that 
I  have  feniiblc  fn  hie.  I  will  not  hide  my  weaknefie  ;  I  knew  atfiril, 
that  the  painting  I  looked  on  ,    was  all  falfc  ,  yet  I  could  not 
bold  horn  having  as  violent  pafldons  ,    as  it  it  had  b«cn  true, 
whd  as  if  I  had  feeuc  ic  with  mine  eyes .-  fometimcj  forrcwfull,  fom« 

^  ttoies 
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times  glad  j  as  it  pleafeth  Monficur  de  Bofi  T^jibert  to  tell  me  tales 
of  good  or  bad  fortune.  1  find  mv  fclfc  inreicHed  in  good  earneft 
in  all  the  aflayres  of  his  imaginaiy  Kings;  i  am  put  in  feaie  for  the 
poore  AvAxandra  ,  more  ih,Vn  1  cancxprcfle,  and  asmuch  1  am 
foumjjlcd  for  th«  mif- fortunes  o^ Ltfirnj/Jtus  ,  and  I  have  fcen  therti 
bothin  fuch  extremities^  that  I  rr.atie  folcfnne  vovves  for  their  fa fc tie, 
when  at  the  very  height  they  were  riiiiaculoufly  delivered.  In  coaclu- 
fion  Madam,  tho'igh  I  have  a  heart  hard  enough,  and  eyes  not  very 
moyft,  yf  1 1  could  not  foibcire  to  (hcd  teares,  in  fpight  of  my  felfc; 
and  I  have  been  even  alliamed  to  fee,  thic  tbey  were  but  the  drcames 
and  faocies  of  another  man  ,  and  not  my  owne  proper  evils  which 
put  into  me  fuch  true  paflioas.  This  '"s  a  tyrannical!  power  ,  which 
thcfenfe  ufurpeth  over  the  rcafon  ,  and  which  makes  us  fee,  that  the 
neighbour-hood  of  the  imiginr.tjon  is  excrcaaily  contagious  to  the 
intclleduall  part,  and  that  there  is  ranch  more  body  than- foule  in 
this  proud  creature^  whiciv  thinks  it  ft  Ife  borne  to  command  all 
others.  Tbcs/Etbiopic^i  Hiilory  hnih  oftentimes  given  me  thefc 
Alarums,  and  I  cannot  yet  read  it  without  fufFering  ray  fclfe  to  be 
deceived.  As  for  other  writings  ofthis  kinJcjit  is  triie,  I  make  fome 
choice,  and  run  not  after  all  Spcinijn  Rarnxnces  ,  with  eqiiall  paf- 
fion.  They  arc  indeed  for  the  mon  ^irz^bu.:  Hcliodorui  in  other 
clothes,  or  as— — — fayd  ,  bu;;  child  i  en  borne  of  Tbengenes  ^nd 
ChxYiclc&i  and  feeme  to  rcfemble  their  Fa;!icr  and  Mother  fo  neere, 
that  there  is  not  a  hiires  breadth  of  diifetence  betweene  them.  But 
in  this  workc  Madsm  ,  I  make  you  promife  you  Ihall  fee  novelties  ,- 
and  (hall  find  in  k  this  hveet  ayrc  of  rhc  wide  wsrld,  and  thcfc 
dainties  ©f  the  fpiiit ,  which  are  not  common  in  our  Provinces.  I 
confclie  unto  you,  there  is  in  fomc  paflagcs  fcmething  that  may 
fcemc  too  much  painted,  and  perhaps  too  garilh,  and  which  will 
not beare  examining  by  the  rigour  of  Precepts  ^  but  thenyou  muft 
confeffe  as  well  that  F,ibles  lockc chiefly  aft(rr  beautie,  and  care  not 
though  it  be  a  little  immodeit ,  feeing  this  kinde  of  writin«  is  rather 
a  loofe  Pocfie ,  than  a  regular  profe.  As  foonc  as  I  (hall  be  able  to 
iHc,  I  will  come  and  hcare  your  Oracles  hereupon^  and  tell  you,  as 
I  ufe  to  doe  ,  that  as  your  (elfe  is  one  of  theperfedefl  things  1  ever 
faw,  fo  i^  am  more  than  any  Other, 
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toMonficur  Bohur^  Prcfidcnt  ofthfTwifurai 

in  thaGencralttittof  ^d/^'-^r/.' 

Let  TER    XY. 

S'R  ,  though  you  (liould  Uy,  I  pvefenc  you  alwayes  with  flowers 
chac  prick  you,  and  offer  you  fcrviccs  thac  may  fccme  unfeaTona- 
ble,  yet  I  cannot  toiBcare  the  loUicitations  of  my  Letters  ,  nor  the 
trading  with  you  by  this  way  of  Complements.    The  Bookc  which 

1  have  defircd  Monfieur  ^c— ^to  deliver  to  you,  (hall  paffe  if 

yt)u  pleifc  ,  but  for  a  petition  to  obtaine  an  aildiencc  j  and  I  am 
contented  that  my  difcourfes  Morall  and  Politicicj  (hall  contribute 
nothing  to  the  mending  of  my  own  fortune,  fo  they  may  contribute 
fomething  to  the  recommending  of  my  Sifters  budnefle  :  if  it  become 
me  to  fpeake  of  a  perfon  thac  is  fo  neerc  unto  me,  and  if  you  thinke 
me  worthy  to  be  credited  in  the  teftimony  I  lliall  give  of  her,  I  am 
able  Sir,  to  fay  thus  much  ,  that  iTiec  is  a  woman,  cither  lifted  up  by 
her  own  ftrcngtb  above  the  paiTions  of  her  fcxc,  or  that  Nature^ath 
exempted  her  from  them,  by  a  peculiar  privilcdgc  ;  fo  farrc,  as'thac 
amon^ft  us ,  (hee  iKin^i  for  an  example,  and  leads  a  life  that  is  the 
edification  of  all  our  Province.  But  though  ihec  make  profefli  on 
of  feverevertues,  yet  'C'^iZt  aipires  to  no  glory  by  fullen  humours ; 
flicc  hath  nothing  muddy  ,  nor  clownilh  in  her,  but  tempers  her  au- 
flcfity  with  fo  much  cxierior  fwcetneffe,  that  without  endeavouring 
to  pleafe  any,  fiiee  feemes  to  be  plcafing  to  all  the  world.  I  therefore 
foliicite  you  for  her,  in  bchalfe  of  all  the  world  ,  and  crave  your  fa- 
vour with  violence  j  for  to  crave  it  with  difcretion,  would  make  bnc 
a  vvcake  lliew  of  thedcfire  I  have  to  obcainic.  In  matters  that  con- 
ccrne  my  fdfc  cnely ,  1  am  held  backe  by  a  certaine  naturall  timou- 
roufneftl',  which  makes  me  ofientimes  to  be  wanting  «o  my  fclfc;  but 
\\\  that  which  conccrnes  her  ,  I  obferve  not  fo  much  as  honeft  re- 
rpcds,  but  am  bold.,  even  to  tcmci  itic  ;  and  if  therein  I  ihould  not 
doc  too  much,  1  Ihoiild  never  rhlnke  I  did  enough  ;  and  yec  this  is 
a  faultjWhich  leaves  no  rcmorfe  behinje  it ;  the  merit  of  the  fubjcft 
juftifics  the  imporrunicie  of  the  fuppliantjand  v/hen  you  (hall  know 
her  better  you  will  find  no  great  cxc^fle  in  thac  I  write,  and  will 
bleffe  my  peifccution;  You  have  already  obliged  us  exceedingly, 
and  have  put  the  bufinefs  in  an  infallible  way  otprofpering ;  ic  only 
remaines  Sir  thac  you  crovvne  your  courtefie,  and  draw  a  conclu- 
ding word  from  the  parties,  whom  I  (hall  call  Publicans,  and  cou* 
pic  them  with  Hvithcas^  if  they  be  not  converted  and  led  with  chit 
'  " '"     "■  ^  i  yon' 
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yoii  fhall  Tay  unto  them  :  but  I  cannot  doubt  ofthecfTeJl  of  y«ur 
pcrfwrafionf,  who  know,  ihat  both  by  your  tongue,  and  by  your  pen, 
you  pradife  out  Art,  with  affured  fuccellc.  Let  us  now  fee  the  proofe 
of  hi  in  this'occafivon  ,  and  I  promifc  you,  that  never  favour  was 
more  commended,  nor  (hall  be  more  rccomnicndedjthan  yours  n)all 
he.  The  confideration  of  a  good  deed  being  joyned  to  that  of  ver- 
me,  you  rtull  poficfTc  me  by  a  double  litle,  and  I  /hall  not  be  Icfle  of 
due,  than  I  am  by  choice^ 

Sir, 
Ai  Balidc,  1^, 'DcccniK  TeuTj  (^{. 

1  53  E. 


To  Monfieisr  4e  CouptauvilU^  Abbot  of  the  vfdory. 
Letter  XVI. 

SIR,  feeing  the  Reiaiions  that  come  from  ?Aris  tell  us  no  Newes 
at  all  of  you,  I  entreat  you  to  be  your  ownc  Hiftoriaa  ^  and  not 
rufF.-r  me  to  be  punduiUy  informed  ofa  thoufand  things  ,  that  arc 
indiffwrem  to  me  ,  and  remaine  altogether  ignorant  of  the  flateof 
your  health,  which  is  fo  infinitely  deare  unto  mee.  It  is  very  likely, 
ynu  have  all  the  care  that  may  be  of  it,as  of  a  thing  neceffary  for  ex- 
erciling  the  fundions  ofa  vertuous  life  5  and  I  doubt  not  but  you 
containe  your  felfcaUv ayes  in  that  excellent  mcane, which  is  between 
ciforder  and  mortiHcation.  You  are  no  longer  hungry  after  ihc 
Glory  of  C;erw4«/e,  and  if  the  Artillery  of  the  yaftcline  carry 
not  fo  farre  as  the  RciiUe ,  I  afu.c  my  fclfe^  it  can  doe  you  no 
hurt  /  my  minde  therefore  is  at  quiet  in  that  point,  and  I  am  not 
afraid  to  iofc  you,  as  I  have  loit  fome  other  valiant  friends;  and 
you  doc  well  to  leave  the  Warrc  to  others ,  and  ftay  your  fclfe 
rson  the  Vi»tjry.  1  aske  your  pardon  for  this  untoward 
/Equivocall  word,  I  hays  rarher  written  it  than  thought  it ,  and 
and  itis  a  mif-fbrrune  which furprizcth  mc  but  very  feldomc  :  I  on- 
ly fay  Sir ,  that  it  is  bcrter  to  be  Abbot  a  do'xen  miles  from  ^ariSf 
:r!an  to  be  General!  of  An  Armie  in  Thuringia  or  IVeflphAlhiund 
tbjit  a  CrolTc  of  fo  many  pounds  a  ycare  ,  is  much  more  worth  than 
cither  Hercules  club  ,  or  Kgiv lands  iword  ,  and  that  he  that  gave 
you  fo  boneft  and  fo  rich  an  idlcnefie,  hath  nor  ill  deCerved  of  your 
Fhilofophy^  to  which  I  recommend  me  with  all  roy  Ucart^and  wiQi 
umo  it  the  continuance  of  this  happic  repofe  j  but  upon  condition, 
tbiC'it  snake  you  not  diflaftc  our  fricndmip,  and  fuffer  you  to  place 
oa€  of  the  moft  nobU  vendues  of  the  mind  ifi<be  ni^aiJ^er  of  her  iiia- 
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maladies  and  infirmities.  Be  not  a  D  ;<5lour  fo  farre  as  that,  and  re- 
member, yotf  are  my  debtor  for  fomc  affeftioi^j  if  you  forget  nor, 
that  I  am 

Sir 

1^31.  TOUfy  0>c. 


To  Monfieur  At  Forgnesy  Commander  of  a  Com* 
p^ny  in  Holi^d 

Le  TTH  R    XVII. 

SIR,  my  dcare  Coulin^  I  thinke  my  fclf  a  rich  man  with  the 
jooiis  you  h.ive  giv^n  me  :  another  that  ihould  have  rectivcd  the 
fime  piefeiu  Jhould  not  owe  you  for  it  the  fame  obligation,  but  the 
opinion  of  thing?j  is  the  mcafure  of  their  value  j  and  becauf^  I  hive 
neither  mind  nor  eyes  that  be  coveioas,  1  account  the  Eiiicraudes  of 
your  Pcicock  ,  of  as  great  a  price  as  thofeof  Ljpiciarics  .-  at  leaft^ 
whereas  they  are  without  life  and  moiiun  ,  thclc  live  and  mo©ye  in 
my  bale  Cour^j  I  know  my  r:chcs>  and  am  known  by  them,  and  af- 
ter I  have  read  my  fJfc  Uai  ke  blind  ,   1  goc  and  refrel]»  my  wearied 
(i^ht  in  thit  admiriol;;  v.rdure  ,  wliicii  is   tome  both  a  recrea* 
tioii  and  rcmeJic.  B.\fecbjfds  not  orKlyoffrnd  my  imagination^but 
even  provoke  my  cholcrjand  I  Hiculd  never  receive  a  Monkey  from 
thebilt  ofmv  friends  but  oi\[y  ro  kill  it;  but  I  vow  unto  yju,  thac 
bcauric  pleifeth  me  whcrefuevcr  1  meet  it  ^  yet  bccaufe  it  is  a  dan- 
gerous thing  in  womeni,  faces,  I  like  better  to  behold  it  ia  the  fea- 
thers ofbirds,  and  in  the  cnamclUnt^  of  fiowers.   Pleafa-es  Co  chaf^, 
are  compatible  with  Lent,  and  offend  not  God  :  ^nd  therefore  upoa 
thcfe  one  hcure  in  a  day,  I  take  plcafure  to  Itnnd  gsxmg  and  amuic 
my  ftlfe  :  I  thanke  you  for  it  wijh  all  tny  hcarr^and  paflwnatciy  am^ 

Sir, 
At  Bullae, 7. ^arcb^ 

I  6  J  4.  Tour  J  (^c.  ' 


B. }  To 
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ToMtdam  iAn^uitur. 
Lb  TTi  R  XVIII. 

MAdam,  It  fhall  ncrer  be  laid  to  my  charge^  that  you  fpeake  of 
me  with  honour ,  and  that  I  underftand  it  wirhout  feeling. 
Agood  opinion  is  obligatory,  from  whence  fo  crc  it  come,  but  in- 
finitely more,  when  it  comes  from  an  exquifice  judgement,  as  yours 
is;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  i'ecrArcj  was  more  touched  and  tickled 
with  that  one  word  the  Oracle  fpake  of  him,  than  with  all  the 
prayfes  the  world  had  given  hr^.  The  favou:able  difcourfes  you 
have  held  of  me,  ought  not  to  be  held  of  me  in  Icfl'e  account  than 
woids  indeed  infpircd  ,  &  if  I  fhould  place  them  in  the  number  of 
humane  tcftimonics,  I  fhould  (hew  my  felfe  ignorant,  that  it  is  Hea- 
ven which  hath  been  your  Inftrudour  ;  and  that  from  thence  you 
have  received  thofc  cicere  lights  ,  whereof  the   Starres    are  but 
rhadowes.  I  doe  not  amplifie  any  thing  at  adventure,  nor  fufter  my 
fclfe  to  be  f  wayed  with  flattery  ,  but  in  this  point  of  Illumination , 
Ma4am  J  I  alwaycs  except  matters  of  Faich,  leaft  your  Minifters 
fhould  take  advantage  of  my  words.  We  muft  needs,  I  fay  ,   hold 
for  certainc,  that  cither  you  have  been  inftruded  by  an  extraordina- 
ry way,  or  confefTe  that  you  owe  it  all  to  your  felf  >  and  thaccom- 
mmg  to  know  the  truth,  without  ftudie  ana  difciplinc,  your  vertue  is 
ft  meere  vrork  of  yourov/ne  making.  It  is  no  fmall  matter  for  one 
that  lives  in  parts  remote  from  the  Court,  to  be  but  tolerably  reaf©- 
nablc  ,  and  able  to  maintaine  his  common  fenfe  againfl  fomany 
oppofitcs  and  oppofuions,  as  he  fliall  meet  with  j  but  in  thofe  re- 
mote parts,  where  you  have  no  choice  of  Ex3mples,thcre  to  difcover 
the  IdiXdy  from  whc-ncc  Examples  are  taken,  to  breath  in  an  infcd- 
ed  Ayrc,  and  full  of  Errours  i  and  yet  rcteine  ftill  found  opinions ; 
to  be  continually  oppofed  with  extravagant  queliions,  and  yet  al- 
vrayes  rerKmedifcreet  anfwersj  To  takepittie  of  filly  Buffons,  when 
others  admire  them  ;  to  make  adiffertncc  between  jeafts  picked  up 
here  and  there  ,   and  thofe  that  come  from  the  Spring  it  (elfe  5 
bctwcene  wife  difcourfes,  and  harmonious   fooleries;     between 
a  fufficiency  that  is  folid ,    and  that   which   is  onely  painted ; 
10  doe  thefc  things  Madam,  ought  to  be  called  even  halfe  a  miracle : 
and  nolelTe  araricienithefedaycsthaninformertimes,  it  wastofee 
a  white  ^/£ thief ian^  or  a  ScythUn  Philofopher.  Oar  Country  may 
iuftly  be  proud  of  fo  admirable  a  birth  5  It  i$  tke  great  workc  of  ker 
fimous  fa?cunditic ,  and  wee  may  boldly  fay,  there  is  that  found  in 
Sainteigne,  which  is  wanting  in  the  (^ircle  i  tka:  which  hinders  the 
Court  from  being  complcat^and  that  which  is  neceffary  for  the  pcr- 
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fcding  ofTarJs  it  felfc.  Buc  as  well  here  as  there  Madam  ,  if  ever 
you  will  hears  the  vowcs  of  thofe  who  wifli  your   hapineflc,  I  would 
think  k  fit, you  flioald  not  make  your  fclfe  a  fpedacie  for  the  vulgar, 
nor  fuflF.r  your  entertainment  to  be  a  recreation  for  idle  perfons.  It 
defcrves  not  to  be  approached  unto  without  preparation  j  and  that 
they  lliould  eXciTiinc  thcmfelves  well ,  who  prefent  themfel res  be- 
fore ic.  Alirpiiits  at  all  times  arc  not  capable  of  fo  worthy  a  commu- 
nication, and  therefore,  let  men  fay  svhat  they  will,  1  accounc  the  re- 
iervations  you  make  ot  your  fclfc  ,  to  be  very  juft,  and  it  cannot  be 
thought  ft:anje  ,  that  bcin^  as  you  arc  of  infinite  value  ,  you  take 
fome  time  to  poflefic  your  ielfe  alone  ,  and  not  to  lofc  your  rieht 
of  reigning;  which  admits,  as  no  divifioa  ,  fo  no  Company.  To 
ufe  iz  othcrwife  Midam,  would  not  be  a  civiltie,  or  a  courtcfie,  bur 
indeed  an  ill  hasbuiditig  of  your  fpiritv,  and  a  waltfull  profufion  of 
thofe  fingular  graces,  of  which,  though  it  be  not  (it  you  fhould  de- 
prive thc»T»  that  honour  you,  yet  it  is  fit  you  (liould  give  them  oat  by 
talc,  and  diftriou:e  them  by  mcafurc.    It  is  much  better^  to  have 
icfle  generall  d-.figncs,  a;ui  to  propofe  to  ones  felfe  ,  a  more  limited 
reputation  ,  than  to  aban.lon  oats   (pirit  ro  every  one  that  will  be 
talking,  and  to  cxpofc  i:  to  the  curicfi'ieof  the  peopie,  who  leave  al- 
wayes  a  certain  taynr  of  impaiicie  upon  a.11  things  they  lookc  up- 
on :  by  fuchvirioui  fu/1'vrancc  ,  we  find  ditt  and  mire  carried  imo 
Lsdics  Clofcts :  if  there  c-jinc  a  bufie  f.Uo;v  into  the  Gountrcyj 
prcfently  hontf!:  women  are  bcfiegcd,  there  is  thronging  to  till  them 
talc5  in  their  earcs  j    and  all  the  woi  Id  thinks,  they  have  right  ro 
torment  them:    and  thus,    faying  ^the    reverence  of  their  good 
reportjthcugh  they  be  cbalt-,  yet  they  be  publike  j   and  though 
they  can  fpic  the  h-ait  fullying  upon  their  ruffes,  yet  they  -wil- 
lingly fuff-r  a  manifclt  foiling  of  their  noblcft -part.    You  have 
don:  Madam  ,  a  great  aft,  to  have  kfpt  your  felf  free  from  the 
tirannie  of  culiocne  ,  and  to  have  fa  if rongly  fortified  your  felfe  a- 
giinll  unciviil  afTiyhnts  ;  thar,  whilit  the  Louver  is  fa-prized  > 
your  houfc  rcmaincs  impicgnable.  I  cannot  but  magnifie  the  ex- 
cellent order,  with  which  you  difpofe  the   hourcs  of  your  life  5  and 
I  take  a  pleafurc  to*thinke  upon  this  Sanftuary  of  yours,  by  the  on-] 
ly  reverence  of  vertue  made  inviolable  ;  in  which  ,  you  ufe  to  retire 
your  f"lte,  cither  to  injoy  more  qaiccly  your  rtpofc,  or  otherwife^  to 
exercifc  youi  ulfe  in  the  molt  plcafing  action  of  the  world  ,  whicb- 
is  the  confiderarjon  of  your  fclfe^  If  after  this  your  happie  folitudc, 
you  come  fometimes  and  caft  your  eyes  upon  the  book  I  fent  joVj 
you  Ihall  therein  Madam  ,  doc  me  no  great  favour ;  the  things  you 
fliall  have  thought,  will  wrong  thole  you  lliail  reade  5  and  fo  it 
flull  not  be  a  grace,  buc  an  affront  I  Ihall  receive.  1  ;hcrcfoi5  bam- 
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biy  entreat  you,  there  may  be  fome  rcafonable  intermiflfioh  between 
twoaftions,  fo  much  Jifcring  ;  Goe  not  rtreight  from  your  fclfc 
tome,  but  let  the  reliOi  of  your  ownemeditadon  bealictlepafl'eil 
over,  before  you  goe  to  take  recreation  in  my  workc.  To  value  it  to 
you,  as  a  piece  of  great  price ,  or  ochcrwife  ,  to  vilific  ir,  as  a  thing 
of  no  value,  might  juftly  be  thought  in  me  an  tquall  vanity.  They 
who  praifc  themfelves,  defire  confcnr,  and  feckc  after  others  appro- 
bation i  they  who  blame  themfclvesj  feeke  after  oppofition,  and  de- 
fire  they  may  be  contradifted.  This  latter  humilicieis  no  better 
than  the  otiaers  pride.  But  to  the  end,  I  may  not  Uemcto  goc  to 
the  fame  place,  by  a  third  way,  and  deflre  to  be  prayfed,  at  leait  with 
that  inditfcrency  I  aCcribe  to  you  ;  I  entreat  you  Madam,  that  you 
will  not  fpeake  the  kail  word,  cither  of  the  merit  of  my  labour,  or 
in  default  of  merit  ,  ot  rhe  fafhion  of  language  1  have  ufedin  fpeak- 
ing  to  you  :  I  meane  not  to  put  this  Letter  upon  the  fcorc  ;  to 
fpeakc  plainly  ,  I  cncreatyou  to  make  mc  no  anfwer  to  it  ,  fo  farrc 
lam  off,  from  cxpcfting  thanks  for  it.  It  is  nor,  Madam,  a  prc- 
fcnr;  j^  m.?ke  vou  ,  it  is  an  homage  I  owe  you  s  and  I  pretend  aot 
to  oblige  you  at  all ,  but  onely  to  acquit  my  felfe  of  the  firft  aft  of 
vcnerariofij  which  i  conceive  1  owe  you,  as  I  am  a  reasonable  cica- 
ture,  and  defiring  all  my  life  to  be, 

At  Bitl^Ac  4.  Msy, 

I  d  I  4.  T<«r,  (s*c» 


To  Monficur  Balthazar,  Coancellour  of  the  King, 
and  Treafurcr  Gcnerall  of  Navarre. 

Letter  XIX. 

SI  R,  I  never  deliberate  upon  your  opinion,  nor  ever  examine  a- 
ny  mam  merit,  when  you  have  once  told  me  what  tobclecve. 
But  yet,  if  I  fiiould  allow  my  felfc  the  libertie  to  do  otherwifc  ,  I 

could  but  ftill  fay,  that  I  find  Monficur  de . well  worthy 

the  account  you  bold  him  in,  and  my  felfe  wcllfatisficd  of  him  , 
upon  hif  fiift  acquaintance.  By  further  converfation,  I  doubt  not , 
|rut  I  fhould  yet  difcovcr  in  him  more  excellent  things  ,  but  it  is 
no  eafic  matter ,  ever  to  bring  u$  together  againe  :  For,  he  is  a 
qarthufian  in  his  Oarnfon,  and  I  anHamiteintheDefart;  fo 
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as  that  l>rhich  in  our  two  Hires  makes  us  mcft  like  ,  is  that  which 
mikes  tts  moft  unlikely  ever  co  meet  :  yet  I  fometimcs  hcare  ncwes 
of  him  ;  and  1  can  alTure  you  ,  he  is  but  leo  vigilant  in  looking  to 
his  Charge  j  hec  hath  ftood  fo  tnany  Rounds  and  Scntinclls  ,  that 
it  is  imp  (lible  ,  he  (hculd  be  without  ihumrs  ,  ar  Itrft  ,  tillMid- 
fomer.  T'lCle  art,  to  fpeakc  truly,  workes  of  fupcrcrogation  5  for  I 
fee  no  encmv  this  Piovincc  need  to  fcarCjunlefs  perhaps,thc  PerfiaH 
or  TirtArun  :  the  very  Name  of  the  King  \s  ^tncrally  forti- 
fication  cnsugh  ,  over  all  his  Knigdomcj  and  as  things  now  ftind, 
yiM^irod  is  a  place  impregnable  j  that  if  'Demetrius  came  againe 
into  the  world  J  he  wculo  lofe  his  reputation  before  rhc  mcantft 
village  of  Bciz/^e  :  but  this  is  one  of  your  politician  fubdl-LiLS,  to 
make  An^oulcjmc  ^ziXs  for  '.  Frontier  Townc  ,  and  to  give  it  cfti- 
nuti«n,  that  it  may  be  envied.  Doubt  not ,  but  1  Hull  s:ivc  you  lit- 
tle thankes  for  this,  feeine  by  this  meancs  ycu  are  dcane  gone 
from  us,  and  I  muft  bs.-  hiine  to  makea  jcutney  ofpurpcfe  into 
Languedoc  ,  if  I  ever  meanc  to  enjoy  the  contentment  of  cmbracin* 
you,  andof  alfmingyoujihat  I  am 

Sir, 
At  ^aliacj  I.  Msrcb.  Jcur,  ^c» 


To  Monfieur  de  Snizaj, 
Lett  i  R  XX. 

SI  R,  if  you  were  bar  refident  at  Fari< ,  I  Hiould  hopefometimct 
to  heare  of  your  Newes ,  but  now  that  you  aie  bewitched  there  , 
it  will,  be  an  ungrateful!  werke  for  ycu  to  rcade  mine.  They  are 
alwayes  fuch    as  muft  be  pictied.  In  my  way  there  are  as  many 
ftones  to  da(h  againft  ^  as  in  youis  there  are  flowers  ;  and  life 
if  fclfe  is  an    evill  that  I  fuifcr  ,  as  it  is  a  good  that  you  enjoy  ; 
yoa    left    me  blind  ,    and  m\y  now  find  me  lamc;   my  caufcs 
of  complaining  never  ceafe  ,  they  doc  but  change  place  j  and  the^ 
favours  I  receive  are  fo  husbanded  ,  that  I  cannot  recover  an  eye  ^ 
but  by  the  lofle  of  a  leg.  1  was  yeftcrday  in  a  ^reat  muling  upon  this, 
when  fuddenjy  a  great  Ifgbt  (Tiined  in  my  Chamber,  anddtzeled 
mine  eys,  even  as  I  lay  in  my  bed.  And  not  to  hold  you  long  in  fuf- 
penre,the  Name  of  the  Angel  I  mtan,  was  Madam  d'  Eflifjac,  who 
thus  appeared  unto  me,and  willing  to  make  the  world  Ue,how  much 
fhc  hath  profited  in  Religion, runs  after  ail  occafions,to  put  her  Chri- 
ftian  vertues  inpradifc.  This  fomw  hat  abates  the  variry  Hhcuid 
?^^^r*»^« ''?!«  r^k^n  Jnhfr  vifir^  for,  I  fee  it  is  raibcr  charitie  than 

~  '  '        ccurtcfic 
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courtefie,  and  I  am  Co  much  beholding  to  my  inlirmitie  for  it,  thac 
ihcQ  mad*  a  doubt  whether  I  were  i\zk%  enough  to  merit  it  >  as 
much  2s  to  fay,  a  Paialitick  (liould  have  had  this  courtelie  from  her 
foonerthanl.  They  mift  be  great  miferies  thac  attrad  her  great 
favours  J  pietye  which  tcachcth  the  fayrcft  hands  of  the  world  to 
bury  the  dead,  may  well  get  of  the  faireft  eyes  chat  ever  were ,  ^omt 
gracious  looks  to  coinfort  the  afflidcd.  What  ere  it  be,  I  have 
found  by  experience  ,  that  no  fadnels  ii  (o  obftinate  and  clowciic, 
but  plea(ing  objeds  may  dilVolvc  and  pierce  ,  nor  any  Philofopher 
{o  ftony  and  infenfible,  but  miy  be  foftned  and  awaked  by  their 
lighted  impreffion.  I  verily  thinke ,  another  of  her  vrfics  wottid 
have  fet  me  on  my  lcgg!!s ,  and  made  me  able  to  goc ;  but  fhee 
thought  me  not  worthy  of  a  whole  miracle  ,  and  therefore  I  muft 
coatent  my  felfe  with  this  beginning  of  my  cure.  I  enforme  you  of 
thcfe  things  ,  as  being  one  that  rcverenccth  their  caufe,  and  as  one 
loves  me  too  well ,  to  make  flighr  of  the  goods  or  evills  I  impart 
unto  hisn.  Thig  lat^  words  of  my  Letter  lliall  Cerve,  if  you  plcafe, 
for  a  corrcftfve  to  the  former,  I  revoke  it  as  a  blafphemie  ,  and  will 
aever  beleeve  ,  that  all  the  Magick  in  TarU  ,  is  able  to  make  you 
for^^et  a  man,  whom  you  have  promifed  to  love,  and  whopallioaatc- 

lyisj 

Sir, 
1633. 


s 


Another  to  him. 
Letter  XXI. 

I  R,  this  is  the  firft  opportunitie  I  could  get  to  write  unto  you, 

_nnd  to  comfoft  my  felfe  for  your  abfencc  by  this  imptrfeA  way, 

which  is  the  only  meanes  left  mce  to  enjoy  you.  Thelc  are  but  (ha- 

dowe«  and  figures  of  that  true  contentment,  I  received  by  your  pre- 

fencc  >  but  tincc  I  cannot  be  wholly  happi» ,  I  muft  take  it  in  good 

part  that  I  am  not  wholly  miferable.  I  will  haiten  all  I  can  to  fi- 

nifh  the  bufmcffe  I  have  begun  ,  thereby  to  but  my  felfe  in  ftate  to 

fee  you  ;  and  if  my  mind  could  goe  as  fafl  as  my  will ,  I  (hould 

my  felfe  be  with  you  as  foone  as  my  Letter.  It  is  true,  there  cannet 

ht  a  more  delicate  and  daintie  place ,  than  this  where  I  live  banidi- 

fd  J  and  a  friend  of  ours  faid  ,  that  they  w1=»o  arc  in  exile  here,  are 

farrt  happier  than  Kings  in  M;l/cfli;/<z ;  but  being  feparatcd  from 

a  man  fo  infinitely  deere  unto  m;e  ,  1  doe  not  thinke,  I  could  livQ 

:snt€ntcd  in  the  fortunate  Ifluids  j  and  I  fliouU  be  loath  to  accept 

-     -    -  -        ■       " of 


'Di'SALZAC.  2  J 

of  fclicitie  ic  felfe  ,  rf  it  were  offered  me  ,  vf  itbout  youf  company. 
Wherefore  aff«rc  your  felfe  ,  that  as  foone  as  I  can  rid  my  felfc  of 
fome  importunate  vifits ,  which  I  muft  neceffarily  b*th  receive  and 
give,I  willnoclofc  one  moment  of  the  rime,  that  I  have  dcftina- 
rcd  to  the  accoraplilhment  of— — —  and  will  travailc  miich  more 
aflSduoufly  than  otherwif*  i  fhould  doc  ,  feeing  it  is  the  end  of  my 
travaile,  that  only  can  give  me  the  happineflc  ofyour  prcfence.  In 
the  meane  time ,  I  am  bound  ,  fiift  to  tell  you ,  that  I  have  feene 

here —and  then  to  give  you  thankcs  for  the  good  cheare  hs 

hath  made  mc.  He  believes  upon  your  word,  that  I  am  one  of  much 
woith,  and  gives  me  Encomiums ,  which  I  could  not  cxped  from 
his  judgraeut ,  but  that  yoa  have  corrupted  it,  by  favouring  me  too 
much.  I  earneftly  entreat  you,  to  let  me  heare  from  you,  upon  all 
occa>{ions  j  and  to  fend  me  by  the  Peft  the  two  book? ,  which  I  fent 
for  to  Monfieuf  ■  ■  if  you  have  not  received  them  of  him  al- 
ready ;  but  above  all,  I  defire  you,  that  we  may  lay  afidc  all  medi- 
tation and  art  in  writting  our  Letters  ;  and  that  the  negligence  of 
our  ftile  may  be  one  of  the  mirks  of  the  friendlliip  between  us  :  and 
fo  Sir,  I  take  my  leave  and  am  with  all  my  foule. 
At  Bal^dc,  2.  Decemb.  TouTt  (^c, 

i6i9. 


Another  to  bim. 

Le  TTI  R    XXII. 

SI  R ,  either  you  mcanc  to  mocke  me  ,  or  I  undcrftand  not  the 
termcs  ofyour  Letter  5  I  conae  to  you  in  my  night  gowncj  and 
^  my  night  cap  upon  my  head  ,  and  you  aecufe  me  for  being  too  fine. 
You  take  mc  for  a  cunning  merchant,  who  am  the  fimpleft  creature 
in  the  world  ;  if  another  fhould  ufc  me  thus,  1  Ihould  not  take  it  [o 
patiently;  but  what  ere  your  dcfignebs,  1  count  my  fdfe  happie 
to  be  thefubjeftofyour  joy,  and  that  I  can  make  you  merry, 
though  it  be  to  my  co£t ;  when  1  write  to  you,  I  leave  my  felfe  to 
the  conduft  of  mypcnnc  ,  and  neither  thinke  of  the  dainties  of  our 
Court,  nor  of  the  feveritie  of  our  Grammar,  that  if  there  beany 
thing  in  my  Letters  of  any  worth  ,  it  muit  needs  be  ,  that  you  have 
falfified  them,  and  fo  it  is  y©u  that  are  the  Moumebankc ,  and  will 
m^r  your  counterfeits  for  true  Diamonds.  You  know  well,  that 
Eloquence  is  not  gotten  fo  good  cheape,  and  that  to  terme  my  un- 
Mward  language  ,  by  the  name  of  this  qualicie,  is  a  fuperlative  to 
the  bighcft  of  my  Hyperboles,  Yet  it  fecmes ,  you  ftand  in  no  awe 

ef 
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of  Father— —1$  though  you  had  a  pririledge,  to  fpcake  withouir 
concroul ,  things  altogether  unlikely ;  for  this  firft  time,  I  am  con-  ^^' 
lent  to  pardon  you,  bat  if  you  oflfcnd  fo  againr,  I  will  enforme  ^ 
againft  you,  and  promife  you  an  honourable  place  in  the  third  part 
oi PhiUvchus.  The  man  you  wrote  of ,  hath  no  pafliensnow  but 
wife  and  ftaycd;  he  hath  given  over  play,  and  women  ,  and  all  his 
delight  now  is  in  his  bookes  and  vcrrue.  Rcjoyce  ,  I  pray  you  ,  at 
this  happie  convcrfion,  and  if  you  be  his  friend  fo  much  ,  and' fo 
much  a  Poet,  as  to  fliew  your  fclfc  in  publicke  ,  you  may  doe  weJl  to 
make  a  Hymne  in  prayCe  of  Sicknefles  as  one  hath  heretofore 
done  in  prayfe  of  Health  :  for  to  fpeak  truly,  n  is  his  ilckncfle  that 
huh  healed  him,  and  hath  put  into  bins  the  firft  maditations  of  hi$ 
ialvation ;  I  expcift  great  Ncwes  from  you  by  the  next  Poft ,  and 
pafiionateiy  am 

Sir, 
Tour,  (^c^ 
At  Baliac,  if.  Decmb. 
1618. 


T oMonCKut  O^ier. 

Le  tt  e  rXXIII. 

SI  R,  I  cannot  but  confcffe  that  men  in  mifery    never  found  3 
more  powerful!  Proredour  rhan  r^iur  Itlfc  5  and  fhat  you  fceme 
borne  to  be  a  defender  of  opprcffed  innoccncy.  The  Fathers  of 
the  Minimme  Order ,  arc  as  much  beholding  to  you  as  my  k\U  j 
whofc  right ,  you  have  fo  flroagly  maintained  ,  that  if  I  ^id  not 
know  you  well,  I  (hould  verily  think,  the  Saint  you  fpcake  of,  had 
infpircdyou.  And  as  by  his  prayers  he  gaincs  a  jurifdidion  over  . 
thefruitfulncflcof  Princcfies,  fo  by  the  fame  prayers  he  hath  con- 
tributed afliftince  to  this  excellent  ^orke  you  fend  mce.  After  this  , 
it  is  not  to  be  fuffcrd  yon  fhould  make  (hew  of  niceneflc  j  and  tell 
me  of  your  fl'jathfulneirc.  When  fire  lliall  ccafe  to  be  adivc  ,  I  will 
then  belceve,  you  can  be  floathfull  -,  but  will  never  thinke  you  hate 
bookes,  uatill-  ■   ■  .(hall  give  over  his  fuits  in  Law  ;  or  if  I  muft 
pecds  give  credit  to  your  words  ,  I  then  alTure  my  felfe,  this  diftaft 
could  never  come  unto  you  ,  but  by  your  too  great  fare ,  nor  this 
wrearinefTe,  but  by  your  too  great  labour,  1  am  my  felfea  witnefle 
of  your  afllduiiie  ift  ftudie  j  and  you  kaow  ,  how  early  foever  I 
rife  in  the  morning,  I  alwayes  find  you  in  the  Chamber  next  to  the 
Meteorsj  which  high  region,!  conceive  you  have  chofen,that  you  may 
hi  the  nccrer  co  take  in  the  infpirations  of  Heaven.  I  chinkc  it  lonjj 

till 
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ill  I  come  and  vifit  you  tbcre,  to  take  ccunftU  of  your  Mufci  in  s 
lumber  of  difficulties  I  have  to  propound  unto  you.  In  the  meane 
ime,  1  have  this  to  fay  ,  that  the  Newcs  you  fcndmc ,  hath  cvcr 
iftoni(hcd  mc,  and  it  feemcs  to  nic,  a  kinde  of  Enchantment.  Mon- 

^  Itur will  Ihew  you  ccrttine  Letters ,  ^\'hich  I  entreat  you  to 

Jjconfidcr  of:,  and  by  which  you  fliall  fee,  that  if  I  be  deceived  ,  yet  it 
s  not  groffely  ,  nor  without  much  cunning  ufcd.  Make  me  bchold- 
ng  ro  you,  by  opening:, your  minde  more  particularly  in  thiimitier^ 
and  by  belccving  that  I  am  with  all  my  heart. 

At  Baliai,  4.  Feb, 

1619.  Tour.t^f, 


Another  to  him. 
L  E  T  T  I  R  XXIV. 

SI  R3  there  is  no  friendfhip  in  the  world  of  more  ufe  than  yours.' 
it  is  my  Buckler  in  all  my  battels  ,  it  is  my  Confolation  in  all 
my  calamities ;  but  fpccially ,  it  is  my  Oracle  in  all  my  doubts. 
That  which  before  I  have  your  advice  ,  I  propofc  to  my  fclfc  witk 
trembling  ,  as  foone  as  once  I  have  your  approbation ,  I  make 
it  a  Mixime  ,  and  an  Aphorifma  ;  and  when  I  hare  once  confulied 
with  you  ,  never  did  an  Ignoramus  take  upon  him  to  be  fome  great 
Dodour  better  than  I  dec  :  You  have  knowledge  enough  to  fcrvc 
your  ownetume,  and  your  friends  j  you  are  the  God  that  infpirci 
the  Sib)Ua  :  for  my  felfe  ,  I  am  no  longer  an  Authour  ,  but  an 
Interpreter,  and  fpeake  nothing  of  my  felfe  ,  but  preach  onely  dec- 
trine.  Igiveyoua  thoufand  thankes  for  your  great  magnificence , 
in  giving  me  Co  oreai  a  crcafure  ,  and  for  the  learned  Obfervations 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  communicate  unto  me  :  AfTure  your  felfe 
I  will  cry  them  up  in  good  place ,  and  make  your  Name  alledged 
folemnly  for  an  Authority.  GratcfulnefTe  is  thcfooremansbcft 
yertue,  and  feeing  I  cannot  be  libciall,  I  will  endeavour  ,  atleaik  , 
not  to  be  unmindful! ;  And  fo  Sir,  I  am  moft  perfe^ly  ,  and  more 
than  any  other  in  the  world. 

At  ^iilidc,  6.  Ms r,  ^•'W^j  <^^* 


To  Madtm  'De/l(f£ts. 

LSTT  erXXV. 

MAdam,  beir.g  in  a  fie  of  a  Fcaver,  I  heare  you  arc  at  Oradourt 
where  I  fhoiild  have  the  honouir  to  (ee  you,  it  the  joy  of  fo 
good  Nevvca  had  the  power  to  carry  me  thither,  and  were  able  to 
jive  mc  the  health,  which  it  is  foiward  to  promife  me.  Being  there- 
fore not  in  cafe  to  aflbre  you  in  perfon  ,  how  fsnfible  I  ana  of  your 
many  courteficsi  give  me  eavc  to  reltifie  unto  you,that  I  am  not  un- 
mindfull  of  the  very  laft  you  (hewed  mcj  and  that  I  give  you  thanks 
for  the  beginning  of  my  amcndmeHtj  whereof  you  are  the,  caufc.  Ic 
is  ccrtaine ,  that  when  I  was  buirung  in  a  moft  extrctme  fire,  I  re- 
ceived a  notable  cooling  and  comfort ,  to  hcare  you  but  only  na- 
med i  and  this,  Madam  ,  is  the  firit  miracle  you  have  done  in  this 
Coumrcy  ,  if  you  ftay  but  a  while  here  ,  I  hope  we  fhall  fee  many 
more  a  ad  greater,  and  that  you  will  leave  fome  excellent  niarkes, 
that  you  have  been  here.  Our  defarJS  fhiil  be  no  longer  rude,  or 
favage,  having  once  been  honoured  by  your  pr«fence,  the  fweet  ayre, 
that  breaths  ©nthc  bankes  of  the  Loyre  ,  (hall  fpread  ic  felfe  hither  5 
and  I  doubt  not ,  but  you  will  change  all  the  cholcr  ofLymoufiH  in- 
c®  Reafon  ,  and  make  our  Lyons  become  men.  I  doe  not  thinke , 

there  is  any  will  oppofe  this  truth, unlcfs  perhaps who  had  the 

heart  to  part  from  you  with  dric  eyes,  and  could  not  finde  teares  to 
accomp^any  yours.  I  have  told  him  of  it  to  his  /hamc  ,  before  Mon- 
sieur de and  both  of  us  agree,  that  in  this  occaficn,  he  mighc 

honeltly  enough,  have  broken  the  lawes  of  his  Philofophie ,  and 
might  have  loft  his  gravicic ,  without  any  lightnefie.  Whilft  wc 
were  together,  they  dc(iredto  fee  a  part  ofmy  Prince,  which  as  yet 
I  dare  not  call  by  fo  iiluflrious  a  Name ;  for  i» truth  Madam,  he 
can  be  but  a  privirc  perfoa  ,  untiil  iuch  tinae  as  you  proclaimc  him, 
and  that  he  receive  inveftiture  from  his  Soveraign* ;  fo  I  call  youc 
approbation  ,  which  ig  with  me  ia  fuch  refpcd  and  reverence  , 
that  I  (hould  preferre  it  before  Reafon  ir.  fetfe ,  if  they  were  two 
things  that  cold  be  feparated  ,  and  that  I  were  allowed  to  choofc 
which  I  would  have;  {  would  fay  more  hereof,  but  ihii  methinks  , 
I  have  done  a  great  woi;ke  to  fay  fo  much;  for  my  Lead  is  in  fuch 
violent  agitation,  with  the  heat  of  my  laft  fit ,  that  all  I  can  doe  at 
this  time,  is  but  to  Tec  my  hand  to  this  Proteftacion,  that  l  hono«r 
you  exceedingly,  aw  as  much  ^  any  ia  the  world  , 

'..'         '   ''"                    Another 
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let  you  hold  your  advantage  entire,  and  owe  you  that  ttill,  whicb  I 
can  never  pay*  I  forbearc  to  fpcakc  of  the  dainties  and  abundance 
of  your  Tabic  ,  enough  to  make  one  fat,  that  were  in  •  Confump- 
tioRjnor  I  (reake  rot  of  the  delicacy  of  your  perfumes,  in  which  yoa 
laid  me  to  il.ep  all  night  j  to  the  end,  that  fending  up  fwcet  vapouri 
into  my  braine,  1  mi^ht  have  in  my  imagination,  none  but  picafing 
vifionj.   But  Madam  ,  what  but  Heaven  can  be  ccmpauble  to  the 
dainties  of  your  Clcfct,  and  what  canlname  to  reprefenilufficienc- 
ly,  thofe  pure  and  fpirituall  plcafures,  which  I  laitcd  in  your  Con- 
verfarion  J?  It  is  not  my  defigne  to  tlake  idlyjiior  to  fct  my  ftileupon 
the  high  flraine  j  you  know,  I  am  bound  to  avoyd  Hyper  boles,  as 
Mariners  to  avoyd  Sands  and  R  ckcs  5  but  this  is  mt  ft  ri  u< ,  thac 
with  all  my  heart,  I   renounce   the  world,  and  til  its  pompe5,a« 
long  as  you  pleafe  f  inhabit  the  Dcfart,  and  if  you  once  determine 
to  ftay  there  ftill,  (chough  I  have  fcnt  to  Trfr»  to  hyre  me  a  lodg- 
ing) yet  I  refolvi  to  brcake  cffthe  bargainc,  and  mcane  to  build  me 
an  Hermitage,  t  hundred  paces  frcm  your abo^c;  from  whence 
Madam,  I  fhall  eafily  be  able  tomake  two  jurncysaday  to  the 
place  where  you  are  ,  and  fliall  yeeld  you  afubje^ion,  and  an  a(fi- 
duitie  of  fervice,  as  if  I  weri  in  a  manner  of  your  houlhold.  There 
(hall  I  let  nothing  fall  from  your  mouth*  which  I  (hall  not  carefully 
gather  up  ,  and  preferve  it  in  my  memory.   There  you  fliall  doe  mc 
the  favour  ,  to  refolvc  mc  when  I  fliall  have  doubts ;  fet  me  in  the 
right  way,  when  Igoe  aftray ;  and  when  I  cannot  «xpreffc  my 
felfe  in  fit  termes ,  you  ihall  cleare  my  clouds,  and  give  order  to  my 
confufedneiTe,  ItfluU  be  year  earcs  ,  upon  which  1  will  nicafurc 
the  cadences  of  my  fentences  3  and  upon  the  different  motions  of 
your  eyes,  I  will  take  notice  of  the  ftrcngth  or  weaknelT.^  of  my 
writings.  In  the  heace  of  the  travaile,  and  amidft  the  joycs  of  a  mo- 
ther, that  lookcs  to  be  h:ppily  delivered,  I  will  expofe  the  Infant  to 
the  light  of  your  jugemcnt  to  be  trycd  ^  and  not  hold  him  for  legi- 
timate, till  you  approve  him.  Sometimes  Madam, we  will  reade  your 
Newes  j  and  the  divers  Relations  that  are  fent  you  from  parts  of 
Chiiftcndome  :  Publike  miferics  Ihall  pafle  before  our  eyes  ,  with- 
out triubling  our  fpirits  j   and  the  moft  fcrious  acfiiors  of  men, 
Oiall  bcour  moft  ridiculous  Comedies.  Out  of  your  Clofcr,  wc 
(hall  fee  below  us   the  the  tumults  and  agitation  of  tic   world, 
asfrom  the  top  of  the  Alpcs  ,  wt  Hand  and  fafely  fee  the  raine  and 
haylc  of  SAvey,  After  this,  M  nfieur  ie  B#r/feK  fliall  come  and 
-   reade  as  Ledures  in  the  Politiq  cSy  and  Comment  upon  Meffet 
'}{icGl9  unto  us :  He  fliali  informe  us  of  che  affayres  of  £ttrft^f,wittt 
19  great  cenainiie,  as  a  good  husband  would  doc  of  his  familif .  He 
Ht  (ball  tcU  us  (he  Cauivf^  the  Proceedings,  And  che  £vtncs  of  ihe 

C  ^  w«rr? 
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warre  in  Qcrm^v/  j  and  therein  Ihali  give  tbc  lye,  a  thoufand 
times  J  to  our  Cjsiets  ^  our  Mercuries  y  and  fuch  other  fabulous 
Hiflorics,  Wee  will  agree  with  him,  that  the  Prince  he  is  lo  much 
inlovewithall  >  is  inoli  worthy  of  his  paiFioni  and  that  5'we^e«  ii 
BO  longer  able  to  containc  fo  great  a  vcfiuc  :  After  the  falxiion  of 
F  lux  Arch  t  he  fluli  compare  together  the  prime  Capraines  of  our 
agej  alwaycs  excepting— ——who  admits  of  no  compiiifon.  He 
ihiVi.  tell  us  wiiich  is  the  better  man .  the  Italiaji,  or  the  Germnrte  ; 
whatmcancs  may  be  ufcd  to  take  oflfthc  Duke  of  i^^ixc?;;' from  the 
houfe  of  Aufiria  i  and  wfaac  game  the  Duke  of  ^BsLvarix  playcs^ 
when  he  promifcth  to  enter  into  i^at  League  y  and  is  alwaycs  htr- 
kcning  to  that  which  he  never  mtancs  toconcluJe.  From  thcfe 
high  and  fublime  Newcs,  we  will defcend  toother  meaner  ,  and 
more  popular  fubjCifts.  It  ftiall  be  written  to  you,  whether  the 
Kingdome  of  '•AmitQUte  be  tUll  in  bang, and  whether  there  appcarc 
nac  a  rifing  Suaac  ,  to  which  all  eyts  of  the  Court  are  turned /. 

Monficur^tf— -Hull  Cend  you  word,  whether  he  perfift  in  his 

pernicious  defigne,  to  bring  Polygamic  into  France  ,  and  to  com- 
mit nine  Inccfts  at  once  j  i  mcaiic  ,  whether  he  hare  a  good  word 
from  thofe  nine  Siitcrs  ,  to  all  whom  he  bath  folemnly  made  offer 
of  his  fcrvice.  Wee  (lull  know  whether  the  Baron  o(— — put 

Divines  ftili  to  trouble  ;   whether  Monficur   dc ^— hivc   his 

heart  ftill  hardened  againit  ehe  ungreatfuUneflc  of  the  time  ,  aad 

whether  Monficur  dt— -continue  iiill  in  his  wilfulntffe  to- 

punifn  mankinds  by  tne  iupprciri  )n  of  his  Bookcf,  By  the  way  of 
Lymogcs ,  v/c  Ihail  gee  the  dtvius  ot  Bo ijjic re  >  the Epigrammes  of 
Mnynnriy  and  oiher  d?.yarits  cf  this  nature.  The  Stationer  i<J 
Ejpiei-  Mcurs  will  turnifii  you  plc:->ti Fully  with  RomAnces,  and  yi/kh 
that  they  call  Belles  C'o;es  :  and  if  it  come  ro  the  worft  ,  from  the 
very  Cinders  of  Phi/arcuS;  there  will  fpiing  up  every  moneth  a 
new  Phseiiix  of  backbiting  Bloqncnce,  that  will  rind  us  recreation 
for  one  houre  at  leait.  And  thci'.  MiJjm  ,  arc  a  part  of  thofeim- 
ployments  ,  in  w)uch  I  fancy  in  my  minde,  we  may  fpcnd  our  timt 
all  the  time  of  the  heat  i  for  when  the  return  o^  Aprill  Ihall  bring 
againc  the  fiowcis  and  fayre  dayes,  and  invite  you  abroad  a  walk-* 
jng :  we  muft  then  iooke  us  out  feme  new  pleafures,  and  change  ouc 
recreations  ;  we  will  have  Swanaes  and  other  ftrangc  Birds ,  tO; 
cover  this  water  at  once  both  quiche  and  ftill,  which  wa'licth  the 
feet  of  your  wals .-  v.'e  will  fall  a  p.aming  of  trees  ,  anddrtfling  the 
aUics  of  your  Garden :  wee  v^ill  'Jig-^cTor  S'Jrings,  and  difcover  trea- 
fures,  which  Icfe  thcmfclvcs  under  ground,  which  yet  I  vilue  no 
leife  than  vcyncs  of  filver,b:^caufe  I  judge  cf  them  without  covetouf- 
iicljc.  And  finally  2  Madam  ^  wc  will  falUbuiluin^thsr  famous 

j^ridgc. 
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Bridge ,  by  which  to  enter  your  tnchantcd  Pala^zc,  nnd  whereof  (he 
ont'ly  dcfignc  purs  all  the  neighbouring  Nobilnie  already  into  a 
jcaloufic.  It  you  like  of  this  ccurlc  ,  and  ofthefe  rropofitions,  and 
that  my  company  may  i.oc  bctroublefome  to  you  ,  there  rcmaircs 
nothing  to  doe  ,  but  that  ycu  command  me  to  come,  and  1  am  in- 
ftan.ly  ready  to  q-.iit  ail  other  aftayrcs  m  the  world^  and  to  come 
and  teftifictoyou,  that  I  am,  '      ' 

A  c  BaI^ac^  6.  %pvcmhn  7our^  (^c . 


Another  CO  her. 
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MAdam  ,  we  receive  the  Anfwersof  Oracles  without  niaking 
reply  J  pcrfcd  devotion  isdumbc  ,  and  if  ycu  had  leftmt  the 
ufc  of  my  toni;uc,  I  ihould  then  ha/c  had  one  p<5rt  at  icaft  ,  of  my 
fpirit  free  from  this  univciTaH  a'toniniment  that  hath  furpiizcd  it. 
You  are  alwaycs  lifted  up  above  toe  orciaary  condition  of  humani- 
tie  ,  and  the  Jivinenciio  of  your  fpirit  is  no  longer  an  Article  in 
q'uftion  amongft  people  thi:  arc  rcnfonabie;  yet  I  maft  confeile, 
y ju  never  lhe/;cd  it  more  vilibly  ,  then  in  the  lait  Letter  you  writ 
untomc,  and  if  at  other  times  I  have  beene  dazcicdwith  fomc 
beame  ,  you  hive  now  maJe  me  ftarkc  blind  with  the  fulnefle  of 
your  lis:hr.  Sparc  Madsm,  I  intrcat  you,  the  wcaknc/Tc  of  my  fight, 
and  if  you  will  have  me  be  able  to  iodui  e  your  prelence  j  take  lome 
more  humane  forme  ,  and  :^ppcsvf  net  all  at  once  in  the  fulnefle  of 
that  you  arc,  1  were  never  able  to  obidc  fuchanoihir  flalh  of  brigltc- 
ncrtc.  My  eyes  are  weary  with  IocI::n^  up.vard,  and  with  confitler- 
ing  you  ,  ?s  you  are  a  creature,  adorable  and  divine.  Htrcafttr  I 
will  not  looke  upon  you  ,  b  it  on  thnt  (ide  you  are  good  and  graci- 
ous, and  will  not  ve  uurc  to  rejion  wichyou  any  more,  for  fcare  I 
(hould  to  mv  ownc  confullon  illuftratc  the  advantage  of  your  fpiric 
over  mine.  You  ihall  have  nothing  from  me  hercafctr  ,  but  prayers 
and  th4nk.s ;  and  1  will  make  ycu  confeiTe  ,  that  1  follicitc  better 
than  I  praifcj  therefore  fend  ycu  now  Madam,  divcfscroflesat  one 
time,  and  peifecute  you  with  no  Itflc  thcji  three  nftlidicns  a:  orce, 
I  mcane  ,  three  Letters  of  rccommcndanonj  which  I  recjneit  from 

you, in  bchalfe  of humbly  entreat  ycu  to  deliver  them  to  this 

meflcngcr,  &to  wiitethcminfuch  a  pcrfwafivc  itylc,  asmijhtbc  a« 
blq  to  corrupt  all  the  C^itoes  of  T^r/j-jalthough  indccd,thc  clcernt  ffc 
of  our  rightjhaih  more  need  of  rheiv  intcgrctic  then  of  their  favour. 
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I  etpeft  Madam,  this  new  courtcfie  from  your  goodnefTc ,  and  am 

fllmraycs  more  tban  any  in  the  world^ 

At  B^liic,  10.  Vcemh,  Tour  C/f. 
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MAdaiB^in  the  ftatc  I  am  now  in  ^  there  if  none  but  your  felfc 
could  make  me  fpeak  :  and  I  never  diJ  a  greater  worke  in  my 
lite  than  to  diditc  thefe  foure  untoward  lynes;my  fpirit  is  fo  whol- 
ly taken  up  with  the  confideration  of  my  mifery  ,  and  flics  all  com- 
merce and  company,  in  fo  violent  a  manner,  that  if  it  concerned  m€ 
not  exceedingly ,  you  (hould  know  that-  ■  finds  himfelfe  infi- 
nitely obliged  to  your  courtefies  ,  and  myfcU  no  Irfle  th»n  he  j  I 

thinke  verily  ,   1  (houU  have  let depart,  without  fo'much  as 

bidding  him  Farewell.  Pardon  Madam  ,  the  weakneffpof  a  vulgar 
fpirit,  which  feeles  no  crcfles  light  ,  and  falls  flat  down  at  the  very 
firft  blow  of  adverfe  Fortune.  Perhaps  in  profpctitit ,  1  fhould 
carry  ray  felfc  better,  and  I  dee  not  thinke,  that  joy  could  make  mc 
infolent  j  but  to  fay  the  truth,  in  nfliftion  I  am  no  body  ,  and  that 
which  would  not  fo  much  as  leave  a  fcratch  upon  the  skin  of  a 
Stoick  ,  pierceth  me  to  the  very  heart,  and  makes  in  it  molt  deepe 
wounds.  Griffcdejeftsmeinfuchfort ,  and  makes  me  fo  lazle  in 
doing  my  dutie,  and  fo  unfit  for  all  fundions  of  a  civill  life,  tbat  I 
wondred  no  longer  at  thofe  that  were  turned  into  trees  and  vockes, 
and  loft  all  fenfe  with  only  the  fenfeof  gricfe.  Yet  Madam,  as  often 
3$  I  call  to  mindertfeat  I  hold  fome  part  in  your  account  and  love  j 
lam  forced  to  confeffe ,  that  my  melancholy  is  unjutt,  and  that  I 
have  no  good  foundation  for  my  fadnelTe.  This  honour  ought 
to  be  unto  me  a  generall  remedy  againft  all  forts  of  afilidion  ,  and 
the  m.'fery  that  you  pittic  is  not  fo  much  to  be  piitied  as  to  be  envi- 
ed. From  thence  it  is,  tliat  I  draw  all  the  comfort  I  am  capable  of, 
humbly  entreating  you  to  beleeve  you  (hall  never  pitie  a  man  in 
mifery,  that  will  be  more  grateful!  than  my  felfc ,  nor  that  i$  more 
pafdonaiely,  than  I  am 

Msidm, 

Anethtr 
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MAa.m.  Ire«iv.a  but  juft  now  }>oat  L««r.  of  the  fi«  ana 
.wentieth  of  the  Uitmonah,  and  tbough  I  know  not  ,  by 
.no.nTo  "cmfan  .nfwcr.  yet  1  can  no  loHgcr  hoU  ^'7  "P"^"^ 
mv  i.y,  nor  ke.P=  my  words  ftom  lesvmg  my  h«rt '« J »" "P?" ''» » 
r.plr    The  lall\nnc  I  writ  unto  you,  1  had  heordof  .he  un&uhfuU 
ntliof.tricnJotn.ine,  which  ftruck  me  to  the  very  heart ,  lince 
Xhtime,  ab.tt.rr  port  ha:h  f.mcwbat  qaxtedtne,  but  It .. 
you     Mad  m  ,  tba.  h/ve  reft^red  to  me  the  lull  ufe  of-y'«fo«  » 
In/a,eacaulctbat  1   am  contented  to  live.  Although  cortup  .on 
be  in  a  mmne-  umvetfall ,  and  that  the.e  .s  no  more  any  i°°">f^ 
to b;  found  antongft  me...  ye.  as  long  asyou  are .n  .he  wot  d  ,  it  M 
not  fit  .o  leav.  i<  qui.e  ,  tuc  your  ve,  tuc  may  well  f»PPly  »'! '»/'- 
hat.    Bcfi  des  Madam ,  if  it  be  true ,  as  you  doe  me  the  bones,  to 
write  unto  me.  that  y'ou  account  my   i",  Clefts  a,  your  owne^, 
this  very  confi.^etation  is  cnoggh  to  m.ke  'b^/''^^  =°   "' 
h.n  thev  were  before  .  and  1  am  therefore  bound  topreferTtmy 
elu  fe  i'ng  i  Ucmes ,  you  would  be  loath  .o  lofe  me.  One  grac 
ou   word.lhich  1  obfernd  inyourLe.ter,  hath  wonneme  to  you. 
in  fuch  f  ,rt,  that  I  have  no  longer  any  power  of  my  fe  fe.  but  what 
iou  leave  me,    and  in  all  your  Empire   » Inch. sne.thermeane, 
To^confifts  of  meane  f..l.i.a.5  1  cnn  affute  yot.     that  youpol- 
fefle  nothing  with  more  foveraigmie  ,  .han  iny  w.ll.  Ity^y«»; 
fions  draw  you. o^..«  this  next  fpri..g  .  1  hope  to  ha«  the  ho- 

nZ  to  feeyou  at  Bailee ,  where     am  tr.mm.ng  up w.,b  a  1 

the  care  I  can.  tha  it  may  be  alit.le  morewot.by  ok  your  ptfenre 
ind    hat  the   amufement  llhall  thereby  |i»e  you.  may  V«pey,D 
hom  marking  the  ill  cheate  you  are  !.kl  to  find  in  a  Country 
Xgc^My  f.ller  is  infi..itely  bound  toyou.for  tbehonot^yoa 
doeber,inc.membtingber>  and  I  am  my  Wft.  wttballicy  foulc. 
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MAcbm  ,  my  indifpoficion  hath  been  theciufeof  my  GIence> 
and  I  though:  it  better  to  fay  nothing,  than  to  entertaine  you 
with  a  troublcfome  difcourfe;  Befides  ,  1  was  in  acontinuall  ex- 
Delation  of  the  performance  of  your  promiCe  j  and  looked  to  hav« 
the  honour ,  to  fee  you  here  lu  May.  But  feeing  you  have  made  my 
feope^  recoylc,  and  that  you  make  your  abode  in  Limoujin  for  fomc 

longer  time,  be  plesfed  Madam  y  that  I  fend — -to  bring  mc 

ttr«e  telntionofthe  ftateofyour  health;  and  to  tell  mc  ,  if  you 
ufc ,  a$  you  ought ,  the  (hade  of  your  woods ,  and  the  freflmctfc  of 
your  foumaines :  I^or  niy  fclfe  ,  who  make  my  harvcft  at  the  ga- 
thering ofRofcsand  Violets  5  and  who  reckon  the  goodneffe  of 
the  year, ,  by  the  abundance  of  thefe  delicate  Flowers ;  Now  is  the 
fcafon  for  my  humour  ♦  and  in  one  onely  fubjed  1  finde  caufe  c- 
nough  J  to  fcorne  and  flight  both  th^  perfumef  of  the  ftrect  St. 
Honor e  y  and  the  pifturcs  of  the  faire  St.  (jcrmdn.  Thus  I  make 
my  felfe  happic  ,  at  a  very  eafie  rate,  and  hare  not  fo  much  as  a 
thought  of  any  want.  And  indeed,  to  what  purpofe  fhould  i  grieve 
for  plcafuresihat  are  abfent,  and  curioufly  hunt  after  all  the  defeAs 
of  my  Eftate.  If  my  commerce  be  oacly  with  dumbe  Creatures ,  at 
lekft  I  am  not  troubled  with  the  importunities  of  Courtiers,  nor 
withthererfcsof  a  paltry  Poet,  nor  with  the  Profe  o{ MtJJienrs 

', -:  Thefe  are  the  inconveniences  of  ParU,  which  1  count 

piorc  troublefome,  then  either  the  dirt,  or  the  juftlingof  Coaches  5 
and  at  the  worft,  if  by  living  in  the  Defart,  I  fhouid  become  a  meere 
favage,  yet  1  am  Cure  to  recover  the  garbe  of  the  world  >  is  foonc  a$ 
I  fhall  but  fee  Madam  'Dejloges  ,  and  to  make  my  felfe  neat  and 
civill  ,  with  but  one  halfe  houres  converflng  with  her.  This  is  my 
wifh  Madam,  and  pafTionately  I  am, 

h\^^iyic,  20.  ^unt  I7J0,  rmi<^' 


To 


ihat  t  write  from  i  place  moft  clccrc  from  any  tainc  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mifery,  and  that  hath  kept  found  in  the  midft  of  inftdion : 
I  am  moft  glad  Madam,  that  I  have  the  libertie  to  tell  you  ,  that  I 
vabe  you  more  ,  than  all  the  ancient  Romtns  ,  and  that  I  have  no 
comfort  to  thinkc  of,  in  the  deepeft  houres  of  all  my  foHcude  ,  but 
onelv  you  ,  and  your  incomparable  merit.  What  bufinf  fl'e  foever  I 
am  about  ,  I  take  plcafure  to  let  this  thought  make  me  a  trcwanc  at 
my  travaile  4  it  is  a  reci cation  ,  for  which  I  abandon  all  affayres  ^ 
and  there  is  neither  Morall ,  nor  Politique  ,  *P/4l«  nor  eAriftotle, 
but  I  prefently  hive  him  over  as  foonc  as  you  are  once  prefented  to 
my  imagination.  1  hope  I  ihall  need  to  ufc  no  Oaths  ,  to  make  you 
bclecve  this  veritie  ;  you  arc  well  enough  acquainted  with  my  pride, 
and  know  that  this  Country  fwaync  would  not  turnc  flatterer  for 
an  EmprelTe.  There  are  but  three  perfons,  I  am  rcfolved  to  prayfe; 
youMjdam,  arc  one-  and  if  you  have  the  leifurc  to  read  that  I 
fend  you,  you  will  eafilygucffe,  who  the  other  two  are;  andfol 
bi'iyou  Good  morrow,  and  perfcdly  am 

At  Baliic,  9.  Scftmh,  TCour,  CTf, 


Another  CO  her. 
IlTTER  XXXVL 

MAdam ,  you  fliall  receive  from  me  no  premeditated  excufes,  1 
had  rather  coafeffc  my  fault  ingcnuoufly,  than  take  the  paines 
tojjftifieit  untowardly.  Indeed  a  fatall  fluggifhneffe ,  couGn  ger- 
man  to  a  L'tharjie,  hath  feiicd  in  fuch  tort  upon  niefinccmy 
comming  hither  ,  that  I  have  not  fo  much  as  written  to  my  cwnc 
mother  j  fo  as  having  fayled  in  this  firft  poync,  I  thought  not  fit  to 
faylt  by  haUcs ;  and  therefore  never  troubled  my  fclfe  much  in  the 
tcfk  of  my  dutie.  1  fpeake  Madam  ,  of  this  txteriour  dutic,  and 
this  afFedion  in  pifturc,  which  is  oftentimes  but  a  falfe  veprefentati- 
on  ofthefoulejtor  asfor  thetruercfpcd  ,  and  the  paflion  ,  which 
hath  refidence  in  the  heart,  I  aflureyou,!  have  that  in  me  for  you, 
as  pure  and  «ntyre  as  ever,  and  that  he  that  calls  you  his  Soveraigne, 
yet  honours  you  not  more  per fcdly,  than  I  doe.  Monfieur  de*  •  ■ 
will  I  doubt  not  3  be  my  witnefle  herein  j  and  will  tell  you  ,  that 
ivbar  part  foever  I  be  forced  to  play  amongft  j^aftcrs  and  merry 
companions  >  yet  under  my  players  cloathes,  there  will  alway^s  be 
fouad  an  boncft  maR,  I  have  been  fenGbls,  Madam  of  the  IcfTe , 

whicb 


45'  tiiLitiers^fMettftm' 

wbjcb hath  had,  and  bare  notbecnfpirtngtofpcakctfhii 

unfortunate  vcrtue;  ycc  I  never  thought ,  he  needed  anycorofot- 
ting  for  it  5  for,  feeing  he  fees  that  God  (pares  not  his  own  Imaqei . 
and  that  bis  ncereft  friends  have  their  difgraces  and  troubles  ,  he 
ought  not  to  thinkc  any  thing  ftrange  that  happens  in  this  infcriour 
world,  and  upon  infcriour  perfons ;  what  c»nfidcration  foevcr  may 
Jtherwifc  make  them  deare  unto  him.  If  you  have  vouchfafed  to 
kecpe  the  Letters!  have  written  to  you;  I  humbly  entrcityouto 
lead  them  to  mc,that  I  may  fee  what  volume  I  can  make  for  the  im- 
prcflion  that  is  required  of  me  :  but  Madam  it  fhali  he,  if  you 
picafe  upon  this  condition  ,  that  parting  with  the  Letters,  you  Ihall 
never  let  your  memory  part  with  the  trttthstfecycon'!aine,  but  hold 
undoubtedly  that  I  very  firmely  am ,  though  I  doe  not  very  often 
lay  I  am,  ^  ' 

^        ,  audam. 


Another  to  her. 
Letter  XXXVII. 

MAdam  ,  my  labour  is  happic,  fmcc  iris  never  from  before 
you  ,  and  (ince  I  am  told  ,  you  make  u  your  ordinary  enter- 
tainment. Theend  of  all  fayre  Pifturfs,  and  good  Books ,  isbut 
onely  to  pleafc  your  eyes ,  and  to  delight  your  fpirit ,  and  the  good 
3foiv  have  not  yet  fet  a  price  upon  ,  is  not  yet  come  to  its  utcermott 
pcrfcdion.  I  have  therefore  all  that  an  ambiticuj  man  could  vvfli 
for,  I  may  perhaps  have  fortune  from  others ,  but  g'ory  I  C2n  have 
from  none  but  you  ;  and  another  perhaps  may  pay  me ,  but  none 
bu:  you  can  recompcnfe  mee.  The  paines  I  have  hitherto  taken, 
Save  beene  but  ill  requited.  I  have  tilled  a  ground  ,  that  brings  me 
forth  but  tho-rncs  ;  yet  Madam  ,  fince  they  bloflbmc  for  your  fer- 
^ice  >  I  am  contented  to  be  pricked  by  them ,  and  I  love  the  caulc 
of  my  difgraces,  if  they  proovcacaufc  of  your  recreation?.  The 
firft  Newcs  you  fiiall  hcare  will  tell  you  what  I  meane  ;  and  that 
my  patience  never  makes  my  perfccutoiirs  weary.  You  Hull  (ce 
Mid  am ,  that  there  is  no  confcicnce  made  to  contradid  you  ,  and 
thatthcfamc  which  you  call  excellent  and  admirable  ,  hath  yet 
at  Paris  found  enemies ,  and  at  BruxcUs  hangmen.  I  will  fay  no 
aiore  at  this  time,  but  that  I  am, 

Madam, 
At  Balxac,  6,  fan,  Tcur,  O'c, 

Anctbcr 


Bt  M%ALZAC\ 

Another  to  her. 
Lett  e  r    XXXVIII. 


•'1 


MAdam,  I  writ  unto  yoa  about  fix  wcckes  fince,  buc  my  packec 
not  being  delivcted  where  I  appointed  ic,1  perceive  fome  curi- 
ous body  hith  feaied  on  ic^  and  fought  for  ftcrcts  ^  which  be  could 
not  find.  The  lolfe  is  not  great^  to  lofe  notb{ng,buc  2  few  untoward 
words  i    an^  fmall  comforting  wouU  fcrve  mc  ,   for  fo  Tmall  t 
crolfc  )  yet  becaufc  they  were  full  of  the  pjifion  I  owe  to  your  fer- 
vice,  and  carried  in  them  the  markcs  ofay  (lutie,  I  cannot  but  be 
troubled  ,  they  came  not  to  your  hands  ,  and  that  my  mif-fortun« 
gives  you  caufc  to  complainc  ofaiy  negligence.    I  dare  not  under- 
take to  deere  my  felfc  altogether  *   for  though  in  this  I  couiinittcd 
no  fault ,  yet  1  cannot  forget  fome  other  faults  committed  before. 
The  truth  is  Madam  ,  I  have  been  for  fome  time  lo  continually  ta- 
ken up  w'itTi  bufiiien'e  ,  that  I  have  bcene  wanting  in  the  principall 
oblig^ttions  of  acivilHife^  and  I  have  drunke  bcudes  fo  many  bit- 
ter potions,  and  taftcd  fo  many  bitter  Pills ,  that  I  ihould  but  of- 
fend   you  with  my  complcracnrs ;   which  could  not  choofe   but 
cariie  with    them,  at  leaft  fome  tinAure  of  my  untoward  hu- 
mour.    What  plcafure  could  you  have  taken,  to  fee  a  mcdlcf 
of    choltr  and  Melancholy  povvred    out   upon    pspcr ,     and  in 
Head    of  pleating  Newes ,    to  read  nothing  but    pictifuU  Sto- 
ries, and  mortall  Predidions  ?  But  enough  of  this  unpleafing  mat- 
ter.  I  expcd  here  withm  three  or  foure  dayes,  sny  Lord  the  Bifhop 
oiNintesi  and  I  would  to  God  Mad-m  ,  you  coyld  be  here  at 
that  time,  and  that  you  were  at  leifure  to  come  aad  t*lte  the  doc- 
trine of  this  rare  pcrfonage.  I  have  heard  you  fay  heieioforc,  yon 
never  faw  a  more  holy  countenance  thaa  bis ,  and  thac  his  very 
looke  ,  was  a  Prologue  of  perfwafioa.  This  conceit,  makes  me 
hope  ,  that  he  is  the  man  ,  whom  God  hath  ordained  to  be  youc 
Converter,  and  to  bring  you  into  the  bolomc  of  our  Church, 
Beleeve  me  Madam,  and  you  lliall  not  be  deceived  ;  tiuft  that  ene- 
my, who  wounds  not ,  but  onely  to  draw  out  the  bloud  that  caufci 
1  Fcaver  }    and  never  make  difficultic  to  commit  your  fclfcto 
one  J  that  intends  your  frecdomc.  The  triumph  which  tbe  world 
makes  you  fcarc  ,  is  no  way  injurious  to  thofe  that  be  the  captives  j 
nor  like  unto  that  of  which  Qcepitm  tooke  fo  fad  an  apprchea- 
fion;  but  in  this  cafe,  the  vanquilhed  arc  they  that  arc  crowned, 
and  all  the  glory  and    advantage  of  the  viftory    rcfts  on  their 
iide  :  I  am  not   qwi   of  h^pe  to  fee  fo  good  2  dajcs  woikc  | 

and 


44  The  Littgrs  •fMonfigmr 

and  Teeing  yoti  arc  rather  Iay4  aflccpe  in  the  opinion  of  your  mo- 
ther, thm  obttinarc  in  a  wrong  caufe  ;  I  increat  you,  that  you  will 
not  be  fri_,hted  with  phrafcs.  Wee  will  not  ufe  this  hard  termc  to 
fay,  you  have  abjured  your  haerefie;  wee  will  oncly  fay,  you  arc 
awaked  out  of  your  flumber,  and  if  our  deare  friend ,  Monfieur  du 
MiuliVi  would  doe  (o  too  ,  then  would  be  the  time  of  a  great  fcftf. 
vali  in  Hciven  s  and  the  Angds  weuld  rejoyce  at  the  profperiric 
of  the  Church.  My  xealc  Madara,  isnotoutofoftentation;  for  it 
it  moft  true,  that  fuch  a  change  is  one  of  my  moft  violent  wiflies  ; 
and  to  fee  you  fay  your  prayers  upon  your  beads  ,  I  would  with  all 
my  heart  {tvc  you  a  payre  made  of  Diamonds  ;  though  I  am  not 
rich,  yet  I  hope  you  doubt  noE  of  the  truth  of  thefe  laft  words ,  and  i 
that  I  am  with  all  my  foule, 

At  Bd^u,  7.  Mi^o 


ADother  to  her. 
LSTT  BR   XXXIX^ 


MAdam  ,  it  hath  beene  j  as  much  my  fhame,  as  my  glory  ,  to 
read  your  Letter  ,  having  fo  ill  dcfervcd  it  j  and  the  remorfe 
©f  the  fault,  I  committed,  makes  mee,  that  I  dace  not  yet  rejoycc  ia  i 
the  hunour  ,   I  received.    You  are  good  and  gracious ,  even  to 
the  not  hating  of  evill  adio»$  i  Your  delinquents,  not  only  obt^inc 
impuniiie  ,  but  you  allow  them  rccompence  j  and  idlcnt  flc  hath  j 
more  refpedt  with  you,  than  deligcnt  fervicc  with  ordinary  Maftws.jr 
This  is  the  faelicitc  of  the  Golden  age,  where  Plentie  had  no  necdc  j|j 
bf  tilling  J  and  where  there  was  reaping  without  fowing.  Yet  Ma- 
dam, I  muft  not  fo  abindon  my  caufe ,  that  I  forbeare  to  alledgc 
the  good  it  hath  in  it  j  it  is  long  fincc  1  writ  unto  you ,  it  is  true  , 
fcut  the  caufe  hath  beene  for  that  thefe  fix  moneths ,  1  have  every^; 
day  been  upon  comming  to  fee  you  and  accoriingro  the  faying  of ^ 
the  Orataur,.yottr  acquaintance,  I  have  difpenccd  with  my  ordinary 
worfhipping,  in  hope  of  a  great  Holy  day  j  and  to  perforrae  my 

devotion  with  the  more  folemnitie.    If  Monfieur  dt havo  i 

kept  his  word  with  mcs,  he  harh  told  you,  how  often  he  hath  found 
me  upon  the  very  poynt  of  commin^  ;  but  as  many  journeys  ,  as  I 
intended  to  make,  fo  many  crofle  accidcRtsalwaycs  happened  to 
fiindcr  them  ,  and  the  raif-fortune  that  accompanies  me ,  makes 
fyery  4^tk«  theugh  ncYwc  fo  ca^c  to  anojber^iBipofiiblctome, 

B  5p 


De  B%y4LZAC.  4y 

Ycc  Madam  ,  I  have  never  ccafed  from  doing  continuall  ads  o£ 

ihe  rtverence  I  bcare  you,  »pd  1  ofver  fivcarc  ,  but  b}  your  mcrir. 
My  brainc  is  4ric  in  any  other  Argument ,  and  words  are  drawn* 
from  me  one  by  one  j  but  when  there  is  occafion  tofpeakeof 
you,  then  1  ov'iflow  in  words  $  upon  this  only  Ttxr,  1  take 
plcafure  to  be  Pi  caching  ;    and  Menficur  dr  to  whcm  I 

was  *lwayt$befoieaharktnii  ;  asfocnc  as  1  bgin  difcoujfc  o£ 
you,  bccomfi  my  auditour.  I  can  aflurc  you  MaJam  ,  he  hoflcurs 
you  cxcecdindy  ;  and  neither  his  an  baflage  to  T^owe  ,  frcm 
whence  GcntKmen  recurne  nor  coir  monly  without  a  certalne  con- 
ceit of  fovcraigntie  5  nor  the  implf  ymcnr?  of  ht  State,  v  hicb  make 
particularmcn  thinke  thcmfdves  the  Publike,  have  been  able  to 
make  him  take  upon  him,  this  ungraiefuU  gravitie,  ¥*bich  makes 
Crcatncffe  ridiculous ,  and  even  vcrtuc  it  fclfe  odious.  He  hath 
protcfted  here,  before  good  companie,  that  hec  will  n(ver  be  foun4 
other,  and  that  Fortune  (houid  have  an  ill  match  in  hand,  to  thirkc 
to  corrupt  him,  1  ufcd  my  ordinary  rudencfl'e,  and  inrrcated  him  w 
lobcmindfullof  bis  word  ,  and  to  be  oneof  our  firft  (xrmplcsof 
fe  rare  a  moderation.  You  fhall  fee  Madam  ,  in  a  Letter  i  fend 
you;  that  which  hereupon  I  am  hound  to  fay  of  him  ;  and  I  in- 
treatyou,  to  maimaine  forme  ,  that  I  am  no ccn-.mon  prayfcr : 
and  that,  if  I  were  not  pcrfwadedof  what  1  fay,  it  is  not  all  the 
Canons  of  his  Port  (hould  make  mee  to  fay  it.  Itisonely  rheworth 
of  things,  or  at  leaft,  the  opinion  I  have  of  their  worth,  that  drawee 
from  mec  the  prayfes  I  give  them.  If  Monfieur  dc  ■  fhoulA 
returnc  to  be  a  private  perfon,  I  iLoaid  not  relpcd  him  a  ]o% 
Icffe  ,  than  now  I  doe  ;  and  if  you  (houId  be  made  GovernelTe  of 
ihc  Qacenes  houfc,  I  (hould  not  be  a  w&it  more  than  I  am, 

Midint^ 
At  Bailee,  }o,  •/4/ri/f, 


Another  to  htr, 
L E  T  T  I  R   XL. 

MAdam,  never  ruft  me  any  more ,  I  promifo  that  I  cinnc* 
performc  ,  but  though  I  be  a  deceiver  ,  I  am  an  honcft  one; 
my  promifes  arc  alwayej  true  in  my  intention  ,  though  ofsentimci 
fallc  in  the  Event.  I  know  not  what  to  fay  of  ihii  nnfortanjitfncflf, 
i££  5?  whit  knewaf  MttTe^so  aiiribuse  %Ui  long  sraync  ©f  mifchiefef. 


4^.  The  Letters  •fMenfieur 

It  muft  needs  be ,  there  i$  fomc  Dcvill  imploycd,  to  hinder  voyi|c'j 
to  Lym^ufin  :  and  that  will  not  fuffer  me  to  goe  thither  to  fee  you  j 
rometimes  he  rayfcth  up  fuiteg  in  Law  againft  me  ,  fometimcs  puts 
me  into  a  quarrcll  5  and  whenthefc  be  compofed  ,  and  that  I  am 
ready  to  take  horfe ,  either  he  fends  me  cpnapinie to  divert  me,  or 
prickes  ray  horfc  in  (booing  >  or  puts  a  leg  out  of  joynt;  for,  all 
thefe  croffes  have  befallen  me  ,  as  he  that  delivers  you  this  Letter 
can  be  my  witnefle.  But  withall  Madasn  y  he  (hall  afTure  you ,  thac 
though  I  do  ftcale  away  by  night,  and  be  carryed  in  a  chayrc ,  it 
(hall  not  be  long  ere  I  will  have  the  honour  to  come  and  fee  you. 
In  the  moaae  time,  vouchfafe  to  accept  irom  me,  the  amufemcnt  of 
halfc  an.houre,  and  be  pleafed  to  rcade  an  Infcription,  which  was 
lately  found,  and  taken  forth  of  the  ruines  of  an  old  Building,  It  is 
engraven  in  Letters  of  Gold,  upon  a  Table  of  blackc  Marble  ,  and 
feemcs  Propheiically  to  fpcakc  of  you  and  me.  If  I  were  a  man 
could  make  Vcrfes ,  you  might  doubt  it  were  fome  tritke  puc 
upon  you ;  but  my  igaorance  juftifies  me ;  and  feeing ,  as  you 
know  ,  Poets  are  not  made  ,  it  were  a  ftrangc  thing  I  thould 
be  borne  at  the  age  of  fcaven  and  thirtie  yearc$.  I  expeft  from  yoa 
a  Comment  upon  the  whole  Myttery  j  and  remainc, 

Mdddm, 
At  BAlxiCy  6'  ^an,  Totifj  (^t. 

In  Effigicm  D.  D.  prasftantiffimse  & 
laudatiffiaisEtseminoe. 

Hdtc  e/f  fequAuic9y  veniens  a  Ihttrc  HymphA  i 

H$fpite  qui  Lemovixjure  fuperbit  agrr, 
^uti  defidcrium  Pomina  mihi  durius  urbk, 

Mitigat  i  0*  per  quAvn  mn  ferA  turhx  fuMur. 
findicAt  hmc  fibi  Thufcx  caris^fibi  muJA  Utina^ 

^ee  minus  effefuam,  grains  Ap%o  velit* 
Hinc  fephU  (Jens  fknSfa  colit,  dut  jut  a  difcrtki 

Frittteps  GrAmmAticas  temperdt  und  Tribus 
Scilicet  ut  iiftent  fpecief^  fand  turner e, 

Vnd  fcit^  is"  JTdhis  verbs  fon$rA  mod  is. 
^udicdt  urbAn$  quid  fit  [aIc  tingereludos^  -  i  ^f] 

Et  quid  inhumAHo  fi^erc  deme  mtds, 
^6vit  db  egrefii  fccemere  pUHri  cicutdj 

F^fAfacrivAtesiionfadartmalis.     .      ,^^  ^ 

Kri9 


Ergo  fuid  irifdipethis  fuffragU  vulgi, 
t^idve  PaUthus  quaritur  arte  fdvtr  ? 

m^a  canitis  vtvent^fidoSfa  prcvavtrit  durif, 
£t  diibitur  vcHrij  vctfibns  rjjc  bonos. 

%Atfi  quande  nvAt^  tacetn  vet  tnafiuU  Sapphc, 
Tc  mcUiii  fdlvd  n»Slritpud$rc  CAtiit, 


47> 


Another  to  hcf: 
Letter   XLr, 

MAdam,  my  cyci  areycc  cl?2clecl,  wrh  the  brighmcfleof  your 
Cabinet,  and  J  vow  unto  you, the  Night  was  r  ever  fo  fayrC;, 
nor  fo  delicately  irimnKd  up  ,  as  lately  at  your  Houfe,  / 

Hot  vpheit  the  Mtone  dccemplifiivg  her  way 

rp^n  her  filvcr  rvtyne,  htfct  with  ptrrfx,  •  '^ 

iVithin  the  ghmy  wtrld^  prcjems  the  isj,  ' "[ 

I  hire  (hewed  our  Ladies  the  Dcfcription  of  this  proud  and  ftatc« 
ly  Night,  and  of  the  rett  of  your  magnificence,  which  if  it  were  in  a 
fcvercr  Common-wealth  than  ours ,  would  be  called  a  P.ofufiyc 
Walt  5  they  admire  you  in  your  houfe  ,  as  well  as  in  your  VcrCsj 
and  agree  with  mtc  in  this,  that  wifdome  hath  a  hat.d  in  every 
thing ;  and  t'hat ,  after  (he  hjtb  difcourfed  of  Princes*  and  matters 
of  State  ;  (he  dffcends  to  take  care  of  her  H^lts  ;,  and  lookts  wh.^t 
is  done  in  the  Kicchin.  But  from  a  vertuc  of  their  own  ,  they  al- 
wayes  come  to  that  of  yoms  ,  asking  me  continually  for  New  es  of 
your  entertainment ,  and  for  Copits  of  your  Letters  ;  and  by  this 
mtanes ,  the  happinefic  which  I  have  from  you  ,  is  inftmtly  made 
common  to  all  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  yet  ftayes  not  there  nei- 
ther ,  but  rprcads  it  felfe  both  farre  and  ncerc  ,  fo  that  when  yoa 
thinke  ,  you  write  but  to  one  particular  mm,  you  write  indeed  to  a 
whole  Province.  This  is  not  to  write  Letters,  but  rather  to  fet' 
forth  Declarations  and  Edi^s  j  I  know  Ma<iam  ,  you  were  able  tci 
acquit  your  felfe  perf«aly  ,  in  fo  noble  an  Imploymem  j  comple- 
ments arc  below  the  dignitie  of  your  ttylej  and  xiYLm^^Eliinbettl 
Ihould  come  againc  into  the  world  (you  know  of  whom  this  is  fpo,- 
ken)  no  queition  but  he  would  make  you  his  chiefe  Stcretary  of 

State.  Mowiicur  i«. excoUs  you  yet  in  a  higher  ftrayue,  an4 

is  infinitely  delirous  to  fee  you  in  this  Country.  Ytf!crd4y,  of  his 
•;Ya  accord  he  ma4e  hinifclfe  your  Tributary ,  and  hath  bouncf 
.•        "  D    -  himfclfcf 
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himfelf  to  fend  yoUj  (very  ycarc,  a  rcafoniblc  number  of  his  fwft* 
balls  if  you  (hall  like  them  ,  they  vvill  grow  into  more  rrqu  11  than 
the  Gloves  of  the  Frangapmi  :  but  becaufe  yrar  people  ot  ^moU" 
fin  may  take  occifion  co  Eqaivocitc  here  :  1  entreat  you  to  adver- 
tiic  them,  that  this  Pctfu.ner  h^th  three  ihoufand  pound  rent  a 
yeare  j  and  holis  t^c  fuprcmclt  di^nuie  of  our  Province  ,  and  that 
this  Glover  is  a  F.omint  Lord  ,  Miiihall  of  the  Campeof  the 
^ngs  ftrmiel,  coulia  to  St.  Gregory  the  Gi€at,and  thxc  which  I 
value  more  than  all  this ,  one  of  the  hondKilmcn  that  lives.  1  am 
bold  to  ufe  my  accuilomed  libertit,  feeing  you  allow  mce  to  do^  k 
Madam  J  haveing  given  me  your  Letters  Patents  for  it,  and  will 
bearcmc  out  to  laugh  in  gray  r  Cub)  As  than 'his  is.  It  may  there- 
fore fufficc  me  to  fay,  but  moft  fericufly,  that  I  am, 
t    .  MadAm, 

At  Balzac 3 1.  Mty, 


Another  to  hen 
L I  T  T  E  R  X  L 1 1; 

MAdam,  your  place  is  b  f..>'  c  all  other  things  whatroercr ,  and 
ihertfore  no  l.i\flffull  ifnptdimcnc  can  be  alleged  ,  for  fayling 
inthidutie,  that  is  due  u:i:o  ,ou.  1  have  thefc  two  moneths  had 
g^reat  alFiyts  ;  which  in  the  rigour  of  yaur  Jufticc,  is  as  much  as  to 
•fav,  I  have  thrft  'vo  maaetbs  n'^gUdd  mv  dutic.  Having  not 
writteri  royou,  in  ail  this  '.ime  ,  '  am  contented  to  call  it,  a  D'for- 
der,  wfiich  other  wife  1  fli/uld  call  a  Bu{Jtic{rc,  and  I  doc  not  thinkc, 
I  could  with  all  ihcreafor.s  of  tfii  world  have  made  you  patient  ,  to 
flay  fo  long ,  for  ih'.  thanks  I  am  to  giv::  you.  Your  prcfeni  hath  f- 
«j ) ally  wherewith  to  content  both  the  covetous  and  the  vaincj  it  1 
hath  foliditic  no  Ufic  thenluftre  j  the  onely  fight  of  it  refutes  tb« 
modcftie  you  u^e  in  fpcaking  of  it ;  you  are  injuriom  Madam  ,  to 
fo  excellent  a  thing  5  it  defc*  vcs  the  molt  ftately  infcription  you 
cruld  drvife  to  give  it,  and  if  I  were  worth  the  having  of  a  Cabi- 
net, thh  Jliralu  be  the  prime  piece,  1  would  make  choice  of  to  i- 
dorncit.  Be  ufe  vulgar  people  have  nothing  but  eyes,  therefore 
«bey  value  nothing  bat  Candle^ickes  of  Cjryttall,  and  guildcj 
vermillian  dilhes  Tburmenof  undtrftanding  ,  who  fee  Itflc  witit 
their  eyes  than  with  cheir  fptrits  ,  they  rcfitd  upon  objeds  ,  that 
arc  more  fimplc  and  immateriill,  and  prcferre  not  thepcoplcf 
«rfo^r,  gja4  Artificers  fin^irs,  bcfofc  the  truth  of  things ,  an* 
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before  the  Mafter-picces  of  the  woikes  ofrcafoni  Hcc,  towhom 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  fend  mc  ,  is  farr«  above  a;l  rhc  Enco- 
rniums  I  can  give  him  :  1  have  oncly  this  to  lay  Madam,  that  I 
have  with  me  here  ,  a  r.im  us  A  a  hour  ,  who  a$  loonc  as  he  hath 
once  reaJ  him  ,  i$  rifolved  fiiiURtly  to  ihm  up  (hop  ,  and  jiivcrtcr 
his  Trid«.  He  piutt  Its  he  will  never  more  let  haad  to  Pcnne  ,  un- 
kffc  ir  be  to  lignc  his  laft  VVill  j  a-jd  therefore  meaa^s  tomak« 
vou  a  facriftce  of  all  hi«i  l^.peu.  I  ihewcd  him  the  incomparable 
Sonnet,  ZJtf  C  Amim  qui  mturt ,  at  rvcry  vcrfe ,  he  caihd  you 
Divine  and  made  fuch  lo^d  Exclamations,  that  he  might  have 
been  heard  to  the  ^reat  nigh  way  ;  which  you  know,  how  very  farrc 
iris  from  my  Chimbti.  Hec  layrh  ,  he  wi  I  nuintaine  ic  even  to 
the  Itrcet  Saint  fx^u.s,  that  •P.irvu^usts  fallen  upon  the  Dittaft.j 
and  that 'i^ic^'jhncn  ^ivcn  over  the  ri-bt  he  pretended  in  the  fuc- 
ccflfion  of  MAlherbi,  He  r^^eakeg  in  this  familiar  manner ,  of  thc(« 
two^rcat  Pcrronaj;ts,  and  I  never  h.-are  him  ule  any  meaner  ftvlf  ; 
iflcankecpehimwithme  a  while  ;  I  wUltdl  you  more  of  him, 
and  promife  you  a  Col.^dioa  of  all  his  Apopthegms.  1  fiw  yefter- 

day  Monfieur  dc —who  is  a  mort  jult  valuer  of  rertue  and 

by  coniVqicnt  ,  moll  ptrfrd'y  reveres  yours.  He  mfinitely  defircJ 
vou  w..u?a  come  amongft  us  ,  and  that  yo^  would  make  choice  of 
one  of  his  houlcs  tor  yoar  abode ;  if  you  were  pleafcd  to  doe  th,$, 
1  Ihould  have  no  more  )Oa\  ncys  to  make  :  I  Ihould  be  the  happiclt 
unhapDic  man  tlutevcrw^is^iH  had  you  here  to  be  my  comforter, 
aiidilut  I  mi-ht  hi  alwayis  telling  you,chatI  alwayet  «n. 


At  BdiAC,i.%Aui» 
1634. 


T#Mr,  (s-e. 


Another  to  her. 
Letter  XLIII. 


MAdam,  you  never  heard^lpeake  of  fuch  a  dcligcncc  s  ui 
rwomomhs  you-r  Letter  hath  gone  twtlvc  mylcs  i  Co  as  a 
buhnelfe  that  required  haft,  had  been  this  way  in  a  good  cafe  :  and 
if  therein  you  had  given  me  tdvile  for  faving  my  life,  I  m.ghr  hare 
bad  good  leifure  to  die,  betore  your  advirccamc.  I  have  noade> 

grieyous  complaints  hereof,    to  my  good  kinfwomans -who* 

laves  tncfault  of  her  fa-ilt  upon  a  thoufand that  are  innocent  i  up- 
on bet  Gentiewomin,  her  Nurcc  .  thrccmaids,  fourcmcn,  &c.  lo, 
yas  M4d«n  jheic  hm  bccnt.§reacai:risn«Jcm$Ui>o»  ibisin*t^rj 
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and  n(*vrr  was  any  crime  fo  long  an*^  lb  rigourouflf  in  cxatnining  j 
for  my  Ulte.  the  joy  I  take  to  hcarc  of  your  health,  makes  mc-forgcc 
my  mod  juft  complainrs  j  and  fwcctcns  all  my  choler.  I  think  no 
more  of  the  late  receiving  it  j  I  cortentmy  fclfc,thac  I  have  iccciv- 
eti  it  at  bft  ;  ?>Rd  I  findc  enough  in  your  Letter  ,  to  make  me  a^ 
mends,  for  the  flowncdc  of  your  mefllngcr.  Btfidcs  Madam»  I  give 
you  to  undei  ftand,  that  I  have  had  feme  few  daycs ,  with  me  here  , 
MonficLir  ^Biriyn  ,  as  much  as  to  fay.  The  living  Philofophic  :  or 
Socntcs  rifen  from  the  dc^d.  You  make  doubt  perhaps  ,  whttthc^ 
fubjeifl  of  our  conference  hath  been  f  Indeed  Mailam^  it  hath  been 
your  felfe  ,  and  we  have  concluded,  to  ere  A  your  ftatue  in  the  moft 
eminent  place  of  iris  tycxum  :  and  if  any  btoick  come  to  new  buili 
the  Forticmj  and. Sny  other  to  rei^orc  the  Academie,  no  doubt  but 
they  will  honour  you  vvi-chthc  like  rcfpcft,  and  you  fhall  ahvaycs  be 
reverenced  of  wife  men,  next  rb  wifedome  it  felfe.  If  you  write 

flrortly  t3  — ^ ^ — -1- entreat  y^u  Matiam  ,  to  doc  me  the  favour  , 

loput  \n  your  picket  tiie'dirpatGh  Ifend-ycu.  It  imports  me  muth^ 
t6  have  ii  belccved,  »hrit-i-^^ and  I  fionbtnor,  bur  you  will  be  con- 
tent ,  to  ufethij  lutlr«  fraud  for  my  fake-, -who  am  .withcut  re-- 
fcrvation>              /-^  -^.;-^:-» 

At  Bdijic,  ro,  Deimh. 
''■'  '••'    1(534.    ■  ■■'    "  Jour.isfx. 

^ , ■  \tl^,Lii\  .K.^-  i'*i!:':i;vv.v.^  --^  \, — ' ;■ 

Another  to  her. 
Letter  XL  II II. 

MAd?.mj  I  am  of  your  opinion,  and  can  by  no  mcancs  approre 
the  ambition  of  your  fayre  neighbour  ;  her  head  is  full  of 
ilatc  and  foverai^ntic  ,  and  aynies  certainly  at  a  Crcwne.  God 
ioves  her  too  well  i  o  fci-ond  her  bad  dc(ires,  and  ro  give  her  tha:  ihcc 
askcs :  fo  rare  a  bcsucie  ought  to  be  the  rccompence  of  vertuc  ,  and 
net  the  prey  of  Greameflc  ;  It  is  fir j  that  be  who  poircffeth  her  , 
fhould  underttartd,  whcnnhings  be  excellent?  (hould  know  tht  va- 
lue of  this ,  and  all  his  life  be  thankfull  to  his  good  fortune  for  it : 
it  is  fitter  to  m^ke  a  Gentleman  bappie-,  than  to  give  contentment 
to  a  tyrant  j  fliee  might  perhaps  be  fome  amufmcm  to  him  >  wbei% 
he  were  cloybd  with  killing  of  men  ;  but  withall,  fliee  might  bf 
fure  to  be  the  next  objcd  of  bis  crueltie,  at  the  next  fit  of  his  wicked 
humour.  You  know  the  Story  o^Mariamfic  ;  our  Theaters  at  this 
^3y  roUn\i  forth  ndthiftg.  To  much^  as  the  crycj  of  tbispoorc  Prin- 
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ccfTe  :  he  that  puts  her  to  death,  loved  her  above  meafurc ;  and  after 
her  death,  kneeled  dcvvnc  a  thoufand  times  before  her  ima»«,  pray- 
ing her  ro  forgive  hiai.  Popfex  was  fir  ft  the  Miftijsj  afccrvvJ-astbe 
wife,  and  alwayes  .he  Gorcrncffc  of  iyj-ro  ;  In  :  had  \\ii  q  Jii-hed 
this  Manftcr,  and  made  him  came,  yet  ac  laft  h<  flipc  from  h.i",  and 
in  an  iniUnc  of  his  chclcr,  gave  her  a  Icickt-  upon  tnc  belly  ,  which 
•rasher  death  His  unklc  C'u/mj  dealt  not  fo  roug^aiy  wich  C"*/t;?<A<f> 
yet  in  the  gteatelt  heat  of  his  fire,  he  made  love  to  her  in  thefc 
tcrmes :  TbU  fayrc  bead  fhtiU  be  chopt  off\  ds  foont  aa  J  but  fpedl^ 
the  puri  :  and  told  her  fomctimcs  ,  chat  he  hid  a  great  mmdc 
to  put  her  on  the  racke  ,  to  m  ikc  her  tell  him  ,  why  he  loved  her  fo 
much.  The  meaning  Madam,  of  all  this  is,  th.n  the  tam-.-ft  of  all 
Tyjeisis  a  crucU  Bcait ;  and  that  it  is  a  molt  dangerous  thing  ,  to 
be  wooed  with  talons.  1  have  fccnc  the  Booke  you  writ  to  nic  of ., 
and  find  ic  not  unpleafing  j  particulaily,  where  fpcakingof  the  ma- 
kers oiHufquius^  and  n{  fatyricnll  Poets,  he  fayth  ,  that  hdidct  the 
goldenage,  thcageof  fi'ver,of  brafl'c,  andofiren,  fo  famous  iHci 
lo  tnur.h  talkt  of  in  their  Fables  j  there  is  ycc  behindc  to  come  an 
age  of  wood  ,  of  which  the  ancient  Potts  never  dreamt;  and 
in  tbc  mifcries  and  calamities  whereof,  they  themfclves  (hill 
kave  a  gcearcr  pa. t  than  any  other.  If  I  goe  abroad  to  morrow  ,  I 
hope  to  have  the  honour  to  fee  you  :  In  the  meane  time  ,  that  I 
ma V  obfcrvc good  manners,  and  n9c  be  wanting  in  formalities,  I 
will  fay  I  am, 

AtXdliic,  i6.Aug, 


To 


Letter   XLV. 

MY  Lord,  befides  the  thinkes  1  owe  you  fo.'  my   felC,  I  have  a 
(pt-dxW  chari^c  from   Madam  dc :.to  thankc  you  from 

her,  and  to  give  you  a  cettimoni-  of  your  Coachmans  skill.  Re.  isin 
truth,  a  great  man  in  his  profcffion  ,  one  might  well  truft  him,  and 
flcepc  from  hence  to  T.iris  :  He  glides  by  thc^'brink  of  Frxcipiccs  , 
and  palfeth  broken  bridges  with  an  admirable  dixteritic,  fay  what 
youcan  of  his  manners  ctherwifc  j  Paidoa  m;:c  ,  my  Lord,  if  t 
maintaincthat  they  be  no  vices^aad  rhat  you  doe  him  great  wronjto 
reproach  him  wirh  ch:n)  in  your  Lrrrcr.   Hj  doth  that  by  dcfigne  , 

D  5  which 


f'o        ^  Tl/t  Letters  0f<Jif0M^tUf 

which  you  thinke  he  doih  by  inclination  j  and  bccaufc  he  had 
heard  >  that  a  man  once  overthrew  the  Commonwealth  ,  when  he 
was  fobcr  ,  he  thinkes  ,  that  to  drinke  well,  is  no  ill  qualitie  to 
well  governing  ;  He  takes  orNerwire  no  care  for  going  attray , 
feeing  he  hath  a  God  for  his  guide ,  and  a  G  )d  that  wis  returned 
from  the  rji;//ej  before  >4/fX4n^er  was  cone  into  the  world.  After 
fo  long  a  voyage  ,  one  may  weil  truft  Fithcr  Dcvyx  ,  with  a  l"hort 
walke  J  and  he  that  bath  yoked  Tygerf  ,  may  well  be  allowed  to 
guyde  horfcs.  Your  Coach-man ,  my  Lord  ,  hath  If  udied  thui 
farre  }  and  if  thfy,  wb»hold  in  their  hands  the  reyncsof  ihe  State, 
(to  ale  the  phrafe  of ——)  had  bcenc  as  intelligeRt  and  dextrous 
as  he,  they  wou'd  have  rua  their  rac?  wi:h  a  better  fortune  ,  and 
cur  age  fhould  not  have  leene  the  fall  of  the  Duke  of-  nor  of 

the  Eaile  of -;  it  is  vtrirtcn  to  me  from  the  Courr,that- — -^  : 

Thefe  arc  onely  Ncwcs  I  received  by  the  1\{1  Poft  ;  but  1  fend 
you,  in  their-  companic ,  the  Booke  you  dtCrcd ,  which  is 
(as  you  know)  the  Booke  of  ihc  wickcdnffle  of  the  world, 
find  the  ancient  originall  of  all  the  moderne  fubtilii  $.  The  fir fl 
Chriitiani  endeavoured  t:-,  f-ippreffe  itt  and  c'.lLd  it,  CMe^iddciorum 
L^quAcijftmum  :  bur  Tien  jt  this  day  make  it  their  Oracle  ,  and 
that  G  jfpell ;  ind  fecke  in  i;  rather  for  Sfjxnus  anti  7  igilinus,  to 
corrupt  their  innocency  ,  than  tor  (^0'>bulo  or  1  brajca^  to  inftruft 
them  to  vcrtuc  J  at  our  ncxc  meetit.g  wee  ihiU  calkc  more  hereof  ; 
The  iT.r'ac  Perfonagc  I  have  prayt'cd  ^  itinds  in  doubt ,  that  his 
Encomium  is  at  an  end,  and  prclfvth  mc  to  conclude,  that  I  am, 

CMy  L$rd, 

1634,  7our,(^c* 


To 

Li  TT  I  R  XLVI. 

Sin,  I  am  forry  to  heare  of  the  continuance  of  your  maladfe, 
though  i  feope  J  it  be  not  ib  great  as  you  make  it.  Tbefe  arc 
fiHits  of  this  unfcafonable  time,  and  1  doubt  not,  but  your 
f  leame ,  which  overflowcs  with  the  rivers ,  will  alfo  with  the  fall  of 
the  rivers ,  returne  againe  to  its  naturall  bounds.  1  have  bad  my 
part  in  this  inundation  ,  and  ix  would  be  no  fmall  commoditicto 
nie,  thsr  things  fliould  flay  in  the  ftatc  they  now  are  in  ;  for  by  this 
raeans  my  houfc  being  made  an  Ifland  ,  I  Ihould  bt  Icfic  troubled, 
..  than 
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tbmnowlara  by  p-r-^ple  oi  .t.  Hi  ov  L^ntJj  Buf  Seeing  ii'pon  the 
abann^  Cit  ch^  warcif ,  ci  p.'ni>  t  iC  aW^ciog 'f  jroui  Rifume  ,  lam 
c  ntcnud  isi  h  all  ir  y  h*.arr ,  ih-.y  fhall  abate  ;  as  Above  ail  tbingf 
filling  your  hcaKh  ;  mt  wjtbill ,  I  ri:i,.fl  uV.  ycti,  there  is  care  to 
be  u'rd  ;  you  iiult  abftcme  tVom  all  movft  irestcs ,  fotbv^a'C 
the  good  chcarc  of  T*)'// >  and  f  !low  rhe  advife  of  an  ancunc 
fige  ,  who  counC  ilea  a  m  n  croubJe-i  vrih  your  ciffafei  re  chdvg$ 
the  rdyne  tr.to  droanh.  Y.  u  Tec  h.  w  bold  I  am ,  to  fend  you  my  p'  x* 
fcr'ptionSi  1  entreat  you  to  full  »w  them,  bu- rot  toimiaceme; 
for  in  ibis  mitter  of  Medicims ,  I  conRfll'  my  fcUe  a  Pn.irifee  ;  1 
commend  a  Juhppc  roothcs,  bu^  I  drinke  tny  Tclfe  thc/wcrffjf 
H  incs.  Bur  to  fpf  akc  of  fomt.hing  fife  .  1  cannot  imagine  ,  why 
Mor.fieur  dt.'  (hould  kcepr  mt  languifliing  fo  long,  and  hare- 

ingmidcm<;  itand  wiiting  ch  tc  moneths  after  his  rime  appointed, 
fhould  now  require  a  further  prorogation  ;  and  a  longer  delay. 
For  my  part,  1  rtrily  belceve,  he  {^\.Vc  not  in  carncft,  when  ht 
midc  you  this  untoward  anfwer  ,  and  char  it  was  rather  for  a  tryall 
of  your  picicnrc  ,  than  for  an  erercifc  .•  He  hath  the  reputation  of 
fo  honctt  and  juft  a  m  in,  that  I  can  mike  no  doubt  ol  that  he  hatb 

promiltd  to  Monfi  y  di and  I  am  pffwidej  ,  he  accounts 

himftlfe  more  ftreightly  tyf-d  by  his  word,  than  by  his  bond.  Mon« 

fieur  de b  I  eves  that  I  hive  firgred  my  money  a  yearc 

fincc,  and  you  know  it  is  a  fumme  povidtd  to  it  ppt  three  or  foufC 
of  mv  I^ctr.cutou  s  mouthc?,  v  ho  will  ni'vcrlave  vexing  you  with 
their  clam'^u  $  day  and  night  ,  till  they  be  fatijfied.  it  if  therefgrc 
y-^ur  part  to  ufc  all  n-.canesp-^flflble,  to  ccnrent  them,  at  leaft  if  you 
love  ynur  libercic  j  and  raKc  not  a  plea  ure  to  be  every  morning  fa- 
luted  wjth  'xrcarre  unplosiing  good  morrov^cs,  I  expid  hereupon 
to  hcaic  ficm  you  ;  and  am, 

Sir, 
At  TAl\dc.  17  ^rfs. 

16  jo.  7cur,^c. 


To 


Litter.  XLVII. 

ST  R  ,  you  itc  too  juft  to  defire  fwch  duties  from  a  r;cke  friend  . 
IS  you  would  exaft  from  one  that  were  in  health.  The  reafons  I 
can  give  of  mvfilence,  are  mui.h  jnfter  than  1  would  they  were  , 
and  me  thinkes ,  three  mon^-ths  continuing  in  a  Ftavcr ,  may 
well    difpcnfe  with  any    obligation    whacfoever  of  a  ctyill   life. 

^0  4  V,, 
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Yet  fceiflj^  yoii  will  needs  have  me  fpealcc  ,  I  c inner  but  obey  youj 
though  I  mikcufcof  aftrangcrshand  to  quarrel  wich  you  I  cannot 
endurt  the  diflimulation  ym  ihew,  in  doubting  of  my  ^.ffldtoHjand 
of  ihe  truth  of  mv  #fords.I  unde-ftand  no  j''iHng  on  that  fidcjthtfc 
tre  Gamr:sthai  I  am  nncapable  to  learn,and  in  matter  of  fiiendihip, 
I  »m  of  that  rented  iiefft,  that  I  am  even  wounded  with  that,  which 
is  pahaps  iiictudcd  but  for  a  tickling.  I  perceive  I  have  becnc  cota^ 
plained  up>in  to  you,  but  I  entreat  you  to  beleeve,  it  hath  been  upon 
Tcry  filie  grounds ;  and  I  rtq^re  no  better  juftificr,  than  her  ownc 
confcicncc  that  accufeth  mcc.  Within  a  few  daycs,  I  will  come  my 
felfe  in  pcfon,  ind  give  you  an  account  of  all  my  adions  j  and 
will  trayne  my  lelfc  on  to  Txris,  in  hope  to  enjoy  the  happincfll-  of 
your  coifipauie.  in  the  me^ae  time  ,  be  carefuU  not  to  cure  the  ma- 
ladic  y.-'u  tcil  mc  of,  which  brings  us  forth  fucb  goodly  Son- 
ncti ,  anu  makvS  fo  '•11  ag-cc  the  t#o  grcatcft  enemies  that  are  in 
Nature,  I  meant,  Palfion  ana  Judgment,  fol  bid  you  Farcwill ; 
and  am  with  all  my  heart. 

At  Bd\^ic,  1  f .  Mguft^ 


To  Monfieur  de  ^oignet* 
Letter   XLVIII. 

SI  R>  I  im  much  bound  unro  you  for  your  writing  to  me,  and 
for  fending  me  Ncwcs  that  exceedingly  pleafeth  mce.  You  may 
urell  tWnkc  ,  i  have  no  minde  to  crolir  my  own  good  ;  and  to  re- 
fufe giving  my  conlem  to  the  Eirle  of  Exctters  requ<riL  To  have  [o 
illuftrious  an  Interpreter  in  jE??g/^Hijismorcchen  a  full  revenge  up- 
on ^11  the  petty  Scribes  that  oppofe  mce  in  France  :  it  is  the  crown- 
ing and  triumph  of  my  writings.  I  am  not  therefore  fo  a  Pnilofo. 
yhct,  that  I  place  the  honour  he  dorh  mee  ,  amongft  things  indiffe- 
rent, but  rather  co  tell  you  plainly,  I  have  perhaps  received  too  fcn- 
fible  a  contentment  in  it  5  and  upon  the  poynt  of  falling  ag^inc 
inio  my  old  defire  of  glory  j  of  which.l  thought  my  fclte  to  have 
be-  n  fully  cured  :  I  fend  you  a  word,  which  I  entreat  you  to  deli- 
ver to  him  ,  which  fhall  witneffe  for  me,  how  dearc  and  glorious 
the  markfshcgiTesmcof  hii  loveand  account,  arc  unto  me  j  O- 
therwifc  Sir,  i  doubt  hot,  bur  I  owe  a  great  part  of  this  good 
fortune  to  the  good  opinion  you  have  of  me,  which  is  to  be  feene  in 
every  line  of  your  Letter 5  ind  ^hat  you  have  confirmed  the  E^gHfh 

ja 
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tn  this  Error,  which  is  fo  much  its  my  favour.  Onely  I  entrfat  you, 
n  v«r  lofccketo  free  slwrn"  cf  ihjs  tr.  oiJr,  but  fo  ro  dealc  with 
them,  tha:  if  you  convert  chcm  ficm  och.-r  it  may  flillbc  with  lercr- 
\'d.no\\  of  rhis.  The  truth  in  qackion  is  oi  fo  fmall  importance,  chat 
if  dcfcrvcs  not  any  curious  cxaminaiior.  $  and  in  which,  to  be  in  a 
wrong  bclicfc,  mak*$  not  a  man  to  be  t:i;hcr  IcITc  hcntit  ,  or  more 
uiifor  unite  ;  N.rer  tharctorc,  make  fcruple  to  oblige  mc,  feeing 
youlluil  oblige  athankfull  man,  j»nd  one  who  Is^ 

Sir, 
At  Balzac  J 1 1.  June.  Tour  Cc. 

1629. 

To  MonCi€\itiie  T^tifmc. 
Letter  XLIX, 

ST  R,  Ifl  wcrconfy  blind,  I  wcudtry  tomake  fome  anfwer  to 
he  good  words  of  your  Letter  j  but  the  p.^inc,  wh  ch  my  ill  eyes 
put  mc  to  ,  makes  me  uncapablc  of  this  plcafing  contention  :  and  i 
cannot  dra>v  fron  my  head,  in  the  ftate  it  acvv  is,  my  thing  the  buc 
Wuter  ana  W  xc.  And  bcfiucs  the  unbappie  bl!n<lntiTc  I  fpcake  of^ 
1  am  la  fuch  fort  cvcjfli.-wcd  with  Rlicumes  ,  that  if  it  were  in  the 
time  of  the  old  Metamorphof-s  ,  I  thinke  verily,  I  fkould  b  turned 
into  a  Fountaine  ,  and  become  the  fubjfft  of  fomc  rcw  Fable.  I 
have  loft  3J  well  m;/  fmelling  ,  as  my  taitc  ,  my  Nofe  can  make  no 
diff'rerice  bctweene  Sp^nip  Leather,  and  an  old  Gowfs  hide  :  and 
1  fncfic  foconcinuilly  ,  tha:  all  my  converfation  ,  is  but  to  fay  ,  1 
tbanke  \ou  ,  to  them  that  fay.  Gen  htlpe  you.  B^ing  in  this  tfta'.e  , 
do^you  not  wonder,  I  write  unto  you,  and  ha\c  the  boltlnciTeto  be 
fending  Letters  ?  In  truth  ,  never  coraplcmcnc  coft  me  fo  dcare  as 
this,  and  if  I  would  make  ufc  of  the  priviledgc  of  fi  Jcc  men,  I  m'gbc 
very  jviftly  require  a  Difpenfation  ;  but  I  had  not  the  power,  to  Rf 
your  lervant  50c  away,  without  telling  you,  that  you  are  a  very 
honcft  Impoftour;  and  that  theTrr/^wr^n  you  ftnd,  isthcmcft 
xcHncd  Fr eve bm.in  that  ever  rannc  afoot  to  P<t)w.  U  muft  needs 
be,  that  the  people  of  \our  Village  is  a  Colonic  of  the  Louver,  thac 
htth  prcfcrvcd  ihe  firli  puritic  of  their  language  amidft  the  corrup-. 
tion  of  their  Neighboun.  There  never  were  luch  tine  things  writ- 
ten upon  the  banke  ot  V^rdonnci  it  leaft,  not  dnce  the  death  of 
de  Montaigne,  yet  I  efteemc  them  not  fo  much  ,  becaufc  they  are  fo 
fine,  as  btcaufe  they  conic  from  you,  whofc  i  paflionatcly  am  , 
Ai Baliac,^^.  fin. 

To 


To  Madam  Defl'y£et. 

L  E  T  T  1  H    L. 

M  Adam,  I  am  always  of  yoar  mindc  5  and  like  nnt  Ladies. 
hit  vrould  be  Cavaliers.  There  arc  certain  bounds  that  pare 
IIS, andmarkusoutour  Tcvcral  darics  and  conditions:  which  nei- 
ther you  nor  we  cm  lawfully  piffc.  And  the  lawcsot  Dccencicare 
fo  ancient ,  thir  they  fcem-  to  be  a  part  of  the  ancient  religion, 
iWp/*/  hath  extended  the  comnsandemems  of  God  ,  even  to  the 
dift  adion  ei  your  apparcll ,  and  ou.s;  md  you  know  be  txpnfly 
forbids  to  dif^uife  our  felvcs  in  one  anotberscloaihes.  Women 
mult  be  ahogtthcr  women  :  the  vertuts  of  our  ftx,  a  e  not  the  vcr- 
tucsof  theirs  ;  and  the  m7reth<yfeek  to  imitate  men  ,  the  more 
they  dc|eneratc  from  their  owne  kinde.  Wc  have  had  fomc  w«incn 
amongft  us ,  that  would  tide  Spinijh  borfts  ,  would  difch^rgt  Pif-. 
toll ,  and  wo'ild  be  parties  in  main.aining  i|'tarrcls.  M.  thf  Mar- 
shall Sc-jmberi  iliewcd  me  once  a  letter  ,  which  he  writ  to  a  Gcn- 

tlewoman  01 at  .he  end  whereof  are  thcfc  words ;  /  k'U^  ihc 

hitnds  Qf  this  vjLitan:  t,ni  plt&fivg  Lsdy,  tbu  is  j9Hr  /ecevd  in  the 
dijf^  mi  your  wife  At  ni£ht.  Thi?  Lady  mi^ht  pirhaps  be  valiant  , 
but  to  mv  humoar^fliccoaUfto.  be  plcafino.  If  ihc  had  had  a  beard, 
Hie  could  not  h.ive  had  a  ^rearer  fault.  Womtn  that  are  valiant ,, 
are  ?s  much  to  blame  ,  as  men  that  are  cowards.    Anditisasun- 
Tecmly  foi  Ladit-s  to  wcarc  fwordi  by  their  fivics,  as  fo,  G  ,n  lemen 
t«  htvp  glilfcs  hanging  at  th'^ir  girdles.   I  p  okffe  my  Ulfc  an  cne-. 
my,  Mi'^jm  ,  ?•'•  'rfy''(r  u^'urpitionj:  ot  \:>nc  kx  upon  another.  It, 
Urikcs  me  wiih  ?  kinde  of  horror  ,  when  !  read   in  hitlorics  ot  th<?  ■• 
ancient  women  Fences,  whom  the  Ftttfiines  b.  hen-"  w;  b  futh  pica-  ;• 
fure  in  their  Amphitheater;  ^nd  I  account  not -/^w<i^o«i  in  the^^i 
number  of  wom^n,  ba-  of  Moallwrs  \nd  Pro-  igies.  Swcctn  flc  and  ^ 
tcnd-rneile  are  the  quiliHcs  char  b<!long  to'yo-uj  and  will  your  ; 
fTi5  Fiiend  give  over  her  cliimcto  thcfe.thit  is,  to  rhefucccffionofr 
her  mother  5  and  the  priviled^es  of  her  birth?  will  ilie  not  be  as 
v/ell  contented  as  you  ,  with  the  partition  which  Natuie  her  lelfc 
hath  made  ?  J  cannot  conceive  wi-  h  what  face  fhc  can  goe  a  bunting 
amona;ft  fuch  violence  and  lumul.s  ,  and  how  jhecanrun  hallow- 
ing all  day ,  till  'het  be  out  of  breath  ,  after  a  kennell  ot  H  .unds  , 
andairoopeof  Httarfimen .   God  made  her  for  the  Clofet*  and 
not  for  the  Field  :  and  in  trujh  ,  it  is  a  ^rett  fin  to  diftend  fo  hand- 
fome  a  mouth  ,  and  ro  disfigure  focomdy  a  face  ,  with  blowing  a 
horn*.  To  cxpofc  fuch  exctllem  things  ro  alhheboughes  of  the. 

Forreft, 
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rorreft,  and  to  all  the  injuries  of  the  weather  jtfic!  r^  endanger  fuch 
prctio'JS  colours  with  winds  and  ratn?.^  with  the  Sum  awd  duft.  And 
yet ,  Madam  ,  to  icr  hunting  ,  without  being  a  panic  5  to  goc  in 
Coach,  aftd  m  Pirkcs  inclofcd,  where  a  mulcituc'e  of  beafts  arc 
kept  prifoncrf ,  an-i  come  to  dye  at  Ladies  feet  j  fuch  a  recreation 
as  this,  I  doenot  condcmne,  being  only  entertained  with  the  cye«  , 
and  may  pa  lie  either  for  a  fptAaclc,  orawalke;  andisasfarre 
from  agitation,  as  from  reft.  But  this  fcrves  not  her  torne,  fhe 
calsthefc  but  lazic  ^nd  fcdcntarie  recrcziions  ,  and  takes  no  plea- 
fure,  but  when  it  is  with  haiard  of  her  life.  But  what  would  be 
thought  Madam,  if  one  would  come  and  tell  you,  ihee  is  flaine  wkb 
a  fall,  by  ranke  riding,  or  that  (nee  hath  met  with  a  wild  Boare  , 
that  was  too  hard  for  her  ?  In  fuch  cafes,  there  would  not  onejy  be 
no  cxcufc  for  her  death  ,  but  it  would  bee  a  blot  upon  her  memory 
for  ever;  and  to  fave  her  honor,  there  muft  bee  feigned  fomc 
other  accident  in  her  Epitaph.  As  for  that  other  difcoui  fing  Lady 
youcomplaineof ,  and  whom  I  know  j  Oie  commits  not  in  truth 
fach  extravagant  faulti  as  this  doth  ;  yet  ftie  hach  her  faults  too  : 
and  I  can  no  more  allow  of  women  to  be  Doftors ,  than  of  women 
to  be  Cavaliers.  She  fhould  take  you  for  a  piternc  ,  and  make  pro- 
fit of  the  good  example  you  give.  You  know  indeed  ,  an  infinite 
number  of  excellent  things  5  but  you  make  no  open  confcflion  of 
your  knowkdg;e,  as  fhce  doth  ,  and  you  ilicw,  yow  hare  not  learned 
them  to  keepe'a  Schoole.  You  fpeake  to  her,  when  fhe  preachcth  to 
you  }  and  making  popular  anfwcrs  to  her  riddles ,  anj  giving  dx- 
ftin^ion  to  h<r  conrufion  :  yoa  doe  her  at  Icaft,  this  good  office ,  to 
expound  her  to  her  lelfc.  Nf  ither  in  the  tunc  of  ycur  voyce,  nor  in 
the  manner  of  your  cxprefling,  is  any  thing  fccn  in  you  j  but  that 
which  15  naturall  and  French  :  and  although  your  fpii  it  bee  of  an 
extrcamebigh  elevation  ,  and  farre  above  the  ordinaric  reach  ,  yet 
you  fo  accomodate  it  to  the  capacitic  of  all  tha:  heare  you,  that 
whilefl  the  meaner  fort  doc  under Aand  you,  the  moic  able 
fpirits  do  admire  yow.  It  is  a  great  matter  Madam ,  to  have 
gotten  the  knowledge  of  fuch  excellent  thini^s :  but  it  is  a  greater 
matter  fo  to  hide  them,  asif  they  were  ilollcn,  and  to  call  them, 
as  you  do, by  the  name  of  of  your  fecret  Truantings.Your  Canvas, 
your  Silk,  your  Needles  are  feen,bu:  your  papers  are  not  feen;  and 
tbofc  women  that  are  taken  with  men  that  arc  n«t  their  husbands, 
are  not  more  iu'prized  than  you  are, when  you  are  found  to  have  an 
Auihour  in  your  hand,  that  is  not  French,  I  know  therefore,  Ma- 
dam ,  you  cannot  approve  of  one  fo  contrarie  toyourfclfe,  how 
laire  a  (hew  foever  you  make  ,  nor  will  ever  change  tbeplainneflc  of 
your  words  ,  for  her  learned  gybri/h.  Pcdar.tcric  is  not  fuftcrable 

'        ■  "        "  in 
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in  a  Maftcr  of  Art,  how  (hould  it  bee  borne  wtthill  in  a 
woman  ^  And  what  picicnce  can  endure  to  bcare  one  taike  a 
whole  day  together,  Metamorphofisand  Philofophto :  to  min'^U  the 
li^s  af  Flito  ,  and  the  Prjedi€€Hcs  of  Porphirie  rogcther ;  to 
make  no  complyment ,  that  hath  notinit  a  doxen  Horizons  and 
Hcnatfphcarej ;  aad  at  laft  ,  when  Hie  hath  no  more  to  fay,  then  to 
f  ailc  upon  me  in  Greekc,  and  accufe  me  of  Hyperbole  ,  and  Caco- 
xfale?  Tbefe  be  her  dcvifcs,  ftie  will  have,  i«  two  yet fes ,  at  ieaft 
foiire  full  points ;  Ihe  hath  a  defigne  to  fet  on  foot ,  and  bring  into 
ufc  againe,  thf  Scrophcs  and  Antiftrophcs  j  (he  gives  Rults  both  o£ 
Eptck  and  Dramatick  Pocfic,  and  fayth^fhc  cannot  endure  a  Come- 
die,  that  is  not  within  the  bw  offourc  and  t«>enii2hourc$  :  and  this 
rhe  it  going  about  to  publiih  through  all  France.  If  I  had  a  mortall 
€nemic,  i  would  dtfire  no  greater  revenge  of  him,  than  to  wifh  him 
fuch  a  wife.  Nothing  hath  more  confirmed  me  in  my  dcfirc  of  foli- 
tudc,  than  the  fximple  of  this  Ladic  :  and  I  fee  pi,iinly,thata  fingle 
life  is  the  bcft  thing  in  the  world,  feeing  it  lies  in  covert,  and  is  free 
fromthe  cumber  ofchis  talking  Lidie.  I  expcd  by  this  bearer  the 
Efllnces  you  promifcd  me,  and  am. 

At  BdiAc,  10.  Septemh^  7 our 3  ^f. ' 


Another  to  her. 
Letter   LI. 

MAdam  ,  I  cannot  pofli^ly  live  anie  longer  without  hearing 
from  you/  buc  I  cannot  htar  uf  any  of  whom  to  hear  it  ^  and 
LymouJinsriTe  as  rare  in  thcfc  parts,  as  SpA^tiarh  fincc  the  war  was  . 
proclaimed.  Irniift  rhcrforc  makcuU  of  a  melfenger,whom  you  have 
raifcdto  an  EmbalTxdsir.to  the  end  he  msy  inform  me  of  your  health  ' 
aad  your  friends.  My  love  of  you  ,  drawcs  on  a  curi''>ficie  for  all ' 
that  -src  yours  :  and  my  mindc  will  not  be  in  quiet ,  till  I  hcarc  how  ' 
the  Gentlemen,  yourchildren  doc,  and  what  good  ncw«s  you  hcarc' 
from  them.  Particularly  I   dciire  to  know  ,  whether  you  be  yet  a 
C'and-mothcr  in  ff«fifi««i  ;  and  whether  my  Lady,  your  daughter 
hi  law  ,  have  brought  yO.u  Capcaines  or  Senatours  ,  at  leaft,  Ma- 
d^m  J  they  (hill  be  children  much  bound  to  their  mother  j  feeing,  ' 
beli.l<*$  their  birth,  tbsy  (hall  owe  her  for  their  libcrtie  ,  a  thing  they 
ihould  no:  doi  to -a  FUming  of  "Brimls.  I  have  fcene  the  GavAlier 

you 
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youh&ve  fn  often  fpokcn  oi ,  and  i  thu  kc  yeu  judge  v^ne  n'ghtke 
of  him.  He  coofifls  wholly  of  a  Tickciicvam,  and  tno  Mult.uhoa: 
and  therefore  urtciljr  to  defeat  htm  ,  there  nccdcf  but  th  t»  dtppci 

cf  a  paire  of  fciicrs.  It  is  not  pifTiblc  to  bring  on'  -■    •        — ; 

ro  be  afraid  of  him.  Hce  fiyth,  that  if  he  wore  a  Lici.sskinni ,  and 
carried  in  one  hand  a  Torch  ,  and  in  rhc  cihrr  a  Clolbe,  vctin 
fuch  equipage  hec  would  be  rror*'  ridiculous  thin  rccrubtablc.  Hit 
belccvcs  he  hath  chokr  enough  ,  but  bdccvcs  not  he  hath  any  iitiit; 
be  reckons  him  in  the  niHrbcr  of  btafla  that  are  $kiiti(h and  rrfty, 
but  not  that  are  crucll  and  furious :  And  when  i  i«il  him ,  he  bitb 
been  often  in  the  field  j  be  anlwcis,  me,  it  hath  Iccn  then,  rather 
to  feed  ,  than  to  fight.  Yen  can  ,  if  you  pi*  arcjrciu:ncn)f  a  hun- 
dred fold  for  this  my  untoward  fliort  relation  :  ard  it  will  be  loce 
of  you,  if  my  man  ccmc  net  back  liden  with  hiftoriei ,  which  mule 
certainly  have  been  written  to  youby  the  Uft  Pcfts.  Takepiity 
upon  the  ignorance  of  your  neiohbours ,  and  doe  me  the  honour  to 
bcleive  1  am^ 

At  Bdiic,  I  J.  Aug.  Tour,  (^c. 


To  .Madam  i/w/'p/. 
L  1  T  t  E  II  LIT. 

MAdtm,  my  deer  Coufini'  Thei:e  iscothing  fccard  in  all  qua?- 
rerSjbut  benedictions  and  pfiifes^wbich  our  poor  pleaders  jjwc 
3^oB.  Thcv  irv&cate  you,a$  their  Redeemer  j  and  if  Themis  be  ths 
goddtl's  of  good  caufesjit  fccms  y  cu  art  the  goddefs  of  good  futccfs,^ 
¥or  my  fclf,I  have  known  a  long  time,  ihatyou  arc  powerful  in  per- 
rwafion,and  never  fpeak  without  prevaylinf.TWs  is  the  caufc,  «by  I 
have  prcraifcd  Monfieur  dc  ,r"'-  that  you  flial  foUicit  for;hiip, 

but  that  you  Qiall  fpeed  for  him  5  and  I  am  thiiday  warramedgf 
tbe  Event.  I  could  tell  y©u,  to  make  ycu  refpe a  him  the  more,  thac 
fee  i$  able  to  thankc  you,  in  five  or  fixlarguages;  tfeathehath 
a  full  Magaiinc  of  Alfrolabcs and  Globes;  and  that ,  being  k»ut 
of  a  meane  Aitute ,  he  bath  yet,  by  his  knowledge  in  the  Ma- 
thcmaticks,  found  a  me«ncs  to  m.ake  himfelfe  as  high  ai  Heaver, 
But  I  will  content  my  felfc  to  fay  ,  that  he  is  my  fritnd  ,  and  your 
Oratour  :,that  ifmy  ccmirendation  ,  and  your  cwn  glory  be  dearc 
unro  you,yoH  cinno;  but  very  (hcrdy  fchd  bim  backe  with  fwU  fai»^ 
fji^ion.  '     ~        ■  -  lpc9- 


{ 


^t  The  Litters  efMon^tUr 

5'  promifeJ  to  fend  jou  the  two  Sonnets ,  you  hare  heard  fomucli 
'  fpoken  of,  but  my  baJ  memory  mikes  mc   fayl  in  2  p«rt  oimy  nw- 
mife  ^  lad  I  can  lend  you^  but  one  and  a  balfe. 

ThconecAcice  is  this*. 

T*/!  rf^/«»  VaphnUi  du  plus  haut  dePdrnajfc, 
Courtnne  de  Uuriersfi  t9uffus^  fivers^ 
•1^'  ils  fembitit  te  Ctnurir  des  orages  divers 
Dont  U  rigutuT  du  f»rt  trouble  noji re  bondu* 

•^4»rf  /'  irjufie  Mena^ue  a  been  en  cett*  audace 
:         X>*  employer  lespoy [9115  fons  j^irabe  couuertSy 

Four  corrumpre  ten  N  om  qui  remplit  /'  uniners 

Et  me  fprife  du  temps  In  fAtile  menace. 

CMiis  fi  durant  Upxixy  tes  Innscetits  EfcritSy 
Fcrcerent  d'  Avouer  les  plus  rarcs  efprits  : 
J^e  Fhrence  devoit  tu  remple  a.  ta  mcm$ire, 
Ce  fiyle  de  combity  Cet  Efordplus  qu  bumAin, 
Fer Avoir  A  quel p§yvt,  tu  peux  mettre  ta  gloire, 
^*  and  I'  injure  t'  a  mis  les  jtrmts  e,  U  mein, 

Theh«lfconei$  this.- 

^ueiquefois  ma  raiftn  piir  des  foibles  difcans, 
M*  incite  a  U  revolte,  &  meprmet  fecours  ^ 
CMais  Urs  que  t$ut  de  bonje  me  veur  fervir  d'  eUe 

4pres  beeucoup  de  peine,  et  i'  eforu  impuij^Ants 
EUedit,  qu*  vrdnie  eSi  f(ule  eymdble  er  bcUe  , 
Et  m*jrf7igage plus  que  nefitsttousmcs  feus.  |j 

The  Authout  of  this  lift  Sonnet  hath  made  one  in  ^p4Jr/>, 
which  in  the  Courc  of  Speine  .  goes  under  the  Name  of  Lt;.^ 
7Xi?and  another  in  ImliAn  ,  which  Afir/«.  venlybelecved 
h  rifr'caS  in  ^etrerke,  Ici«* Spirit,  that  change th  h.„^lf. 
atDltafurcs  and  trtwformei  himfclfc  into  what  fliape  he  lilt., 
v«Wervc!bctterpiayrcs  thin  this,  and  his  Moral  ouahticr 
a^e^othh^^^b^^^^^^^  '  Iwillcellycuhts^kame     u 

whcnhniallbelawfullto  love  him  openly  ,  and  a»^ 'o  make  h.t 
E«  0.  «!L  without  Ccruple.  Ba.  ft-  ft  ,  .it  is  nccdfuU  ,  th-  Fortune  k 
which  hath  cafthimupoa  an  Enemies  Count rey  ,  Ihoud  bring  fe 
fcimbackctrLi.,  where  both  of  u.    meant  to  waueupoa^. 
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to  rctumc  ,  but  ondy  to  teftific  to  you  more  carefully ,  tbaa  here* 
tofor«  1  h»v«  <ione,  tbit  1  am 

MiUm  my  dure  Coufn, 


To  Midam  Wr  ^amft^lf^lt^ 
LbttirLIIL 

MY  moft  dcire  Sifter,  I  fend  you  the  Book  wh'c^  you  required 
of  mc,  for  m^  Nccce  ,  and  I  bclccvf,  thit  this  and  bti  Pta- 
f  r-  Booke  may  very  wtll  fufficc  to  make  up  her  whole  Lihraric  s 
flic  fhall  Hnd  in  it ,  a  D.  vo.ion  that  is  not  too  myfticall ,  nor  t09 
much  refined  5  and  which  hicb  nothing  but  Moralland  rcafonablc. 
I  like  ihis  popular  Divinitie ,  which  meets  us  balfe  way,  and  iloops 
a  litdc,  that  we  msy  not  ftraync  our  fdycs  too  much,  it  follows  the 
cxiinple  of  its  A^achour,  who  made  himfclfe  familiar  with  com- 
mnn  people,  and  pat  not  backe  U  much  at  Gurtifans  arui 
Publicans  ,  farre  from  making  divifton  in  families  ,  and  with- 
drawing women  from  obedience  to  their  mothers,  and  their  bus<- 
Sands  It  commends  this  obedience,  as  their  princip^ll  v  rtue,  and 
calls  it  a  fecond  worlhip  ,  and  a  ftcond  rclizion.  i  (hall  be  glad  to 
fee  my  Ncece  make  proftflijn  of  a  piftie  ,  \o  confomiAble  to  na« 
turall  rcafon  ,  and  fo  good  a  counfcllour  of  all  other  duties.  Bat  lee 
her  not,  I  pray ,  climbc  higher ,  and  undertak«  Meditations  of  her 
Dwne  head.  IrtJiAiii  whom  1  Tent  her,  hath  taken  this  paines  for  her 
and  hath  meditated  for  her  .  and  for  all  other  that  Ihall  read  bis 
Bookes.  There  is  nothing  more  dangerous,  ibao  to  mount  op  to 
Heaven  without  a  hclpt-r  and  a  guide  |  and  it  is  a  great  confidence, 
one  muft  have  in  his  Spirit,  to  let  it  goc  f<>  farrc  ,  and  be  affured,  it 
will  ever  come  backc  againc.  It  is  not  longagoe,  there  was  in  a 
To^QtolSpdine  ,  a  Societie  of  devoted  pcifons  ,  who  continued 
in  meditation  fo  many  hour^s  aday  ,  leaving  off" all  bafe  workcj.  to 
live,  a$  they  fayd,  a  more  heavenly  life  ,  but  what  thinkc  you,  bc« 
came  of  it  ?  even  a  thoufand  domtfticall  diforders,  and  a  thoulaai 
publikcextravagaaciei.  The  lefs  credulous  tookc  the  prickcof* 
pinne,  for  a  Saints  Biirke ,  the  more  humble^  accounted  their  hus^ 
bands  ptophane  ^  cbewiferrorr  fpake  what  came  in  their  beadf, 
and  made  faces  perpeiu.  lly.  In  To  much  ,  that  when  in  the  tnonc^b 
if  Af4y  >  (here  «ii4  aoc  »ajft  three  9t  fc^i^is  t\im^  mi4  ;    r-  *^*i 
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counted  a  good  yeart.  It  is  fir  to  ftay  ones  (t\(i.  upon  the  true  vcr- 
tuc,  and  not  to  follow  the  vaine  Phantafmcs  ofholineflc.  And  it  >» 
faire  fafer  ,  to  ground  onej  fclfcupon  afolid  and  certain  reading, 
than  to  goc  wandring  in  a  hollow,  and  unfteady  conieraplation,  l£ 
1  had  more  time  ,  you  Ihould  have  mors  words  5  but  he  that  brings 
you  the  Iccter ,  calls  upon  mc  for  ic^  and  I  can  adde  no  more  to  it  ^i 
but  thitl  perfcftly  am,  '    ■"  I 

.      ^  Mj  dearc  ftjicrf  i 

1635.  Tduryi^c 


Auothcr  to  her,  \ ' 

Letter  LlIIL 

MYde^reftSifttf,  alkhe  world  re  lis  me,  that  my  Niece  is  fayre, 
and  you  may  bcleeve  ,  I  will  cb^lkng<  no  man  ,  for  faying 
fo  :  Beautic  is  in  Heaven  a  qualiftc  of  tbofc  glorious  bodies ,  and  ia' 
Earth'thenioit  viable  markc  that  comes  from  H'aven.  Iris  not  fit- 
thei'efore  10  flight  thcr(J!gi*csof  God,  nor  to  m-^Jee  fm4jl  account  of ^ 
this  fparke  oi  the  life    tb  come  r  It  is  not  fit  to  be  of  fo  croffe  an 
humour,"  to  blame    that  which  is  gcnerallv  prayfed,  Marke  when  a  1 
comely  perfonagecomf  8  in  pi  ace,  having  but  this  advantage  of  her  | 
feirth,  you  ihall  prcfcntly  'f<e  all  th.it  Wtrc  talking,  to  hold  theift| 
peace-;  and  what  noyfcpaevcr  there  was  before  ♦  you  (hall  have! 
all  hulhr ,  and  an  univerfal-}  calmt*  upon  a  fuddainc  :   you  Ihall  fee. 
a  whole  gt-ca:  multitude  ,  all  bufie  in  diftnent  matters  to  make 
prcfcntly  but  one  body  ,  and  tba:  onelyto  ftand  to  tj;,2eand  woo. 
d^r^fome  leave  the  talcs' they  had  begun  7  fomc  curtoll  their  cbm- 
jplaintSj  and  cut  them  off  in  the  nuddcft;    every  man  puts  oflF 
fcis  conceits  to  fome  other  time,  onclycotakc  a  full  view,  andto 
contemplate  this  divine  thing  that  prefcnts  it  ftlfe.  If  it  be  at  a  Ser- 
mon, tliey  leave  heaikrning  ro  the  Pfeachv.r ,  and  they  arc  no  long- 
er the  auditourt  of  M,de  i^dutes y  ba- rhe  (pcdatouis  of  Cdift*, 
The  fayrccan  neverbefeene  without  refpcd.  without  praifei,  with- 
out acclamations.  They  triumph,  as  ofct  n  as  they  app  are,and  theic 
youth  hath  not  niore  days  ,  tbin  th:irb^autie  hach  Fcftivalls.  Btit^ 
themifchicfeis,  my  dcere  Sifter ,  that  the  F  .ftivals  arc  ll\art ,  the 
youth  is  not  lading  ,  and  the  fiyre  at  Uii  come  to  be  ill  faveured. 
Qnf cnciB  and  Princcffes  grow  old  ,    aad    there  is  no    old  beau^, 
IW  ^   bu^  tbac   of  QyX  .   of  chc  Suaac  ,    aad  of  the  $'<arr«»., 
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Thefc  bejJ<  that  now  have  neither  skinncjnor  flcHi,  nor  hairc;}  Thefc 
carkiffcs  and  dry  bon«  have  beene  in  their  time,  the  divinities  and 
wonders  of  the  world »  and  wis  hcpctofore  called  :hc  Dutchclff!  of  A^i- 
lenmoify  the  Dutchilfc  of  'Beiuforti  the  Marquis  of  •  :  Belides 

there  may  happ  i  difcafcs,  which  will  doc  old  ages  worke  bcfo'^c  hind, 
and  arc  oftentimes  more  gaftly  than  death  it  fclfc  Wee  arc  frightfd 
fomerimes  ro  frc  the  Ipoyle  and  ruincs  of  F,ices,  upon  which  the  foote 
of  ficknelfc  hath  troadeu,  and  there  is  nothing,  in  which  fit  mjy  more 
oblcrvr^  the  lamentable  markes  ofthc  inconftjacie  of  humane  things. 
From  hence  I  conclude,  that  bcaucy  being  a  thing  fo  frayU  and  tender, 
fabjcd  to  lo  many  accidents,  and  To  hard  to  kcepe  j  it  is  fii  we  (liould 
(ecke  aficr  inochir  bcaurit,  that  ii  more  firmc  and  permanent,  :hac  can 
better  withftand  corruption, and  better  defend  ir  fclf  againft  thtiorce  of 
time.  Above  all,  i:  is  noc  fir,  that  women  ihould  be  proud  of  r-  quaiitfe, 
that  is  infamous  for  the  loiles  and  wracks  of  many  ooore  ConfcKnccs, 
and  which  m  innocent  and  chaft  as  it  can  be,  wiJl  )ec  be  a  caufc  to 
raife  m  othcs,  a  thouland  fowle  defires,  and  a  thouUnd  UDhjJlowcd 
and  wicked  thoughts,   iay,  my  Niece  hath  fome  thing  in  her  that  is 
plcahng,  fame  thing  that  u  faire  and  bcjucimll,  as  her  friends  conceive, 
yetfhe  ought  alwaycs  to  be  afraid  of  fuch  a  good,  that  is  fo  dangerous 
for  doing"  hurt  to  others.  I  fct  before  her  eyes,  the  fad  Pifture  of  that 
which  (lie  fliallbe  hcreaf:er  j  to  the  end,  (he  may  not  grow  proud  of 
that  which  (he  is  now.  There  is  no  hurt  in  meditating  a  liale  upon  this 
poynr.  But  allow  her  the  liberty  we  lately  tooke  from  her  5  yet  wiihall, 
pu  her  alwayc3  in  minde,  that  of  the  foure  beauties  I  have  (hewed  her 
io  my  Taf^Oi  there  is  but  one  of  them,  that  will  be  a  fitfxample  for 
her  to  follow.  She  muft  leave  Amida  and  Erw/'w/i,  for  the  Gallants 
of  the  Court,  Clotinii  i%  for  ihc  valorous  men  Q^GifcoignCy  and  Fe- 
rigord  J  bu:  (he  that  I   propofe  for  her  Patrcrne,  is  Sophronia.  And  if 
fhc  have  not  courage  enough  to  fay  to  the  Ty.ant,  as  (he  faid.  It  is  I 
tbit  tm  the  Delinquent  you  locf^e  for ,  let  her  at  Icafi,  have  the  other  con- 
ditions, that  are  nccdlary  to  the  being  her  follower ,  and  imitate  her  in 
"hem.  This  faire  $aint  made  prof(fl.ion  of  modcftie,  and  negleftcd 
her  be3U'ie  j  (he  was  alwayes,  either  bidc'en  under  a  veile,  or  fliut  up  in 
her  Chamber,  and  all  the  world  mJgbt  fufped  her  to  be  faire  5  but 
there  was  fcarcc  any  at  all  that  knew  it  but  her  mother.  She  had  no  de- 
figneto  entrappcany  mans  liberty,  and  thereforclaid  not  herfnares 
in  their  way,  nor  went  to  Church  to  fee  and  to  be  feene.  My  dearc 
filler,  I  cannot  choofe  but  take  upon  me  here  to  be  a  1  eformc;  of  cor- 
rupt manners,  and  make  my  complaint  toyoUjof  a  Cuftomf;  which  as 
well  as  many  other  naughtie  things,  the  Court  hath  cait  upon  us. 
What  reafon  is  there  in  the  world,  that  women  (hould  enter  into  holy 
places,  of  purpose  t«  draw  upon  them,  the  view  and  attention  of  the 

^  e  Com- 
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Company  i  as  much  as  to  fay,  to  trouble  and  difturbe  the  whole  de- 
votion of  a  Towne,  and  to  doc  as  bad,  or  worfe,  as  thofe  buyers  and 
fellers  did,  whom  Chrift  whipped  out  of  the  Temple  ?  By  this  meanes, 
gooda&ions  become  evill,  and  Pietie  comes  to  have  no  better  odour 
before  the  Altars,  than  Perfumes  that  are  muftie  and  corrupted.  Wo- 
men now  adayes,  are  bound  to  be  Teene  to  be  at  Church  ;  and  this  ve- 
ry defire  of  being  fcene  there,  is  the  ordinary  prophanation  of  the 
f>lace  where  they  are  fcene.  And  in  truth,  feeing  this  place  is  particu- 
arly  called  the  Houfe  of  God,  what  is  it  but  to  vilific  God,  even  in 
thehighcft  deg  cc,  to  come  and  offend  at  his  owne  doores,  aiii  as  it 
were  to  his  face  ?  U  is  even  as  great  an  Impadency,  as  that  of  the  firfl 
Angelic,  who  finned  in  ParadiTc.  Yet  herein  certainly,  the  ItalUn  wo- 
men are  more  pardonable  than  the  Frenib }  for  they  indeed,  have  no 
iother  breathing  time  of  their  unfortunate  liberty ,  being  at  all  other 
times,  kept  upas  flavcs  and  prifoners :  but  in  Frdfice,  where  women 
are  not  denyed  the  company  and  vifits  of  honeft  men,  they  can  have 
nothing  to  fay,  in  juftification  of  this  incontinency  of  their  eyes,  and 
of  this  unfuffcrablc  vanitie,  to  f^eke  to  part  Ibakes  with  God,  in  mens 
vowes,  and  to  (hare  with  him  in  his  publike  Adoration.  You  little 
thought  this  morning  to  heare  a  Preacher,  and  I  as  little  thought  to  be 
one ;  but  as  you  fee^  the  xeale  of  Gods  Houfe,  hath  brought  me  to  it  j 
and  finding  my  fclfe  at  Icifure,  I  was  defirous  to  bellow  part  of  it  upon 
you,   The  Text  was  given  me  ycfterday,  by  the  company  that  was 
here;  where  my  Neeccs  beauric  was  fo  much  txcoUcd,  that,  fending 
ycuNcwcs,  which  ate  to  her  fo  glorious,  I  thought  fit  to  fend  her 
withall  a  cooling,   to  kccpe  her  glorying  in  fome  temper :  andfomy 
dcarc  Sifter^  I  take  my  leave,  and  am  with  all  my  foulc. 


Another  to  her. 
Lett  er  LV. 

•jyyjY  dcarell  Cfter,  having  both  of  us  but  one  paffion,  it  majtesu^ 
Tyalwayts'takifjg  of  one  thing.  My  Neece  is  the  iubjcft  of  all  our 
Letter?,  :'S  fhcistbe  objcdof  all  our  cares.  For  my  owne  part  I  fee 
kci  a  gojdor  a  bad  example^  which  I  make  not  ufe  of  for  b«r  inftru* 

i»^      J'    ■  ■      '■         '    ,        • ^ionj> 
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dion,  and  endeavour  to  imploy  it  to  her  profit.  Yoh  remember  a  wo- 
man  the  other  day,  who  values  nothing,  lines  of  nothing,  excufcs  no- 
thing >  and  kt  her  be  in.  the  bcit  and  moft  plcafing  company  that 
may  be,  yet  (he  '\%  furc  to  put  them  ail  into  dumpcs  and  melancholy. 
Yju  can  come  on  no  fide  of  her,  but  flic  pricks  and  bites  :  all  her 
coafts  are  craggie  and  rockic.  And  it  was  not  without  caufe  my  bro- 
ther faid,  chat  \i  the  man  you  wot  of,  had  married  her,  there  wouU 
certainly  have  nothing  come  of  that  marriage,  but  Teeth  and  Naylcs. 
It  is  impofliblc  to  live  io  peace  with  fuch   a  favagc  chaftitie.  I  make 
no  more  reckoning  of  ic ,  than  of  that  of  the  Furies,  whom  the  ancient 
Poets  call  virgines,  and  wonder  not,  that  women  of  rhij  humour,  love 
no  man ,  feeing,  they  hate  the  whole  world.  This  fad  and  lullen  poyfon 
taking  up  all  the  rocmc  m  their  foules,  leaves  no  place  at  all  for  other 
paflions  that  a  e  fwect  and  pleafing    They  fly  plcafures,  rather  by  ha- 
ving their  mouth  out  of  tafte,  than  by  having  their  judgement  in  per- 
fcftion ;  and  are  To  continually  fretting,  that  they  have  no  leafure  at 
any  lime  to  be  merrie.  A$  long  as  they  be  chafl,  they  thinke  they  may 
lawfully  be  difcourteous ,  and  fcratch  men,  fo  they  doe  not  iiffe  them. 
They  have  a  conceir,  that  by  wanting  one  vice,  they  have  prefently  all 
vtrtues  :  anii  that  for  a  little  good  fame  they  gaine  to  their  husbandf, 
they  may  kiepe  them  under  yoake,  and  affront  all  mankinde.  It  is  true, 
the  loffe  of  a  womans  honour  \%  the  greateft  difgrace  flic  can  poflibly  in- 
curre  5  and  which  once  loft,  flie  hach  nothing  left  her  tfait  is  worth  the 
keeping  :  But  yet  it  foUowts  not,  that  the  prefervmg  it,  is  any  fuch 
royall  ad  5  and  I  doe  not  admire  any,  for  not  being  willing  to  live  in 
mifery  and  difgrace.   I  never  heard,  that  a  woman  fliould  be  praifed, 
for  not  falling  in  the  fire,  or  for  not  calling  her  felfe  downe  a  rock. 
We  coodcmnc  the  mcmoric  of  them  that  kill  ihemfeivcs  \  but  we  give 
no  reward  to  them  that  prcfervc  themftlvcs    And  fo  indeed  it  \%^  a  wo- 
man that  magnifies  her  felfe  for  being  chaft,  magnifies  her  fclfc  for  not 
being  dead,  and  for  having  a  quality,  without  which  flic  were  asgood 
be  out  of  the  woild,  feeing  flie  Itayes  not  in  it,  but  for  a  plague  to  her 
name,  and  to  fee  her  owne  infamie.    I  fay  yet  more,  that  (he  ought  not 
fo  much  to  confidsr  the  sxzt  as  an  evill  thing,  as  to  confider  it  as  an  in- 
poflible  thing,  and  not  to  have  it  fo  much  in  deteftation,  as  in  igno- 
rance.  For  indeed,  ifa  womanbet  uly  veituous,  $be  willfooner  be- 
lieve there  are  Marcmaids  and  Centaurcs,  than  that  there  are  any  diflio- 
neft  women  :  but  will  rather  conceive  that  the  world  is  given  to  flan- 
dering,  and  that  Fame  is  a  Iyer,  than  that  her  neighbour  is  falfe  and 
4ifloyall  to  her  husband  :  though  with  her  owne  eyes  flie  fliould  fee  the 
fault  committed,yet  it  \%  her  part  to  fufped  her  eyei  were  miftakcn,  and 
that  it  was  but  an  illuGon  which  flie  faw  5  at  leaft,  flic  fliould  never  give 
feotcnccupon  thii  fortoi  delinquents,  feeing  Chrift  himfclfc  would 
£  1  HOC 
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Pqi  cjoc  it  to  the  idulccroug  woman.  When  others  wrong  a  womafli, 
'tis  her  part  to  be  forty  r  and  when  of.herf  fay,  (he  feath  bceneun^ 
faithfull ,  it  miy  be  enough  for  her  to  fay,  flic  bath  b  en  unfn'tu* 
pate,    A  Ad  yet  more  than  this  too,  I  could  wifh,  if  it  were  p  flibe, 
thjt  where  flie  fiodes  meft  weakcneflV,  there  fhc  fti'iuld  llifw  .liuft 
goodneifci  and  I  wou!d  nor,  that  vcrtue  (hould  b:gt  this  baa  q  a  ity. 
It  is  an  cnerny  to  focuty,  and  deferve  not  to  have  fo  |oou  a  moth*  r  % 
Und  one  may  well  flic  and  blame  the  via,  fo   is  the  flying  i ,  be 
jwithoot    cftcntaMon    ,    and    the    b^'aming   it    be   without  chokr. 
For  (xbcrwifej,    it  would  be  as  niu.h  as  lo  uqai-e  a  ftatucfor  do» 
ifig  nothing  J 'and, in^e  fmart  of  iht  piinilhmtnt,  to  ftcke  for  the 
plcafurc  of  letfnje.   An  honeft  woman  rcformcs  the  world  by  the 
!t5:ampl?  of  hijr  life,  and  not  by  the  violence  of  her  Ipirit.    She  ou^nt 
nQtto  prodaimc  wairc  agiinft  aoy  i  not  againft  the  moft  indifcrcit 
and  infolent :  and  i^  there  chance  any  licemiou  or  uncivill  word  to  Lc 
uttered  in  hrr  hearing,  fhc  ou^h:  to  checke  it,  ci  her  by  giving  no  eatc, 
or  by  falling  into  fome  othe.  difcourfe,  or  by  cafting  upon  the  fpfa- 
k.  r  a  beam    of  modcftv  ,  thac  may  c  ver  his  contuuon,  and  pi-  cc 
hiNVt  yfoulcj  and  thus  (he  (hall  ufc  .  chaftifing  withou'  offending. 
There  is  as  well  a  feverjry  in  modefty,   as  a  fweetmflej  and  which 
kecpes  iijfokncy  it  fclfc  in  awe:  and  a  woman  that  carries  this ex<:eU 
lentveruc  inbcrtycs,  keepes  men  within  the  bounds  of  their    uy, 
without  tvcr  falling  into  out-rage,  or  into  words  of  choKr.    Other 
ver  uts  ire  h^iddcn,  and  have  notaing  in  them  that  is  yifible,  or  thac 
falls  under  fence.    This  ve«tae  hath  a  body  of  light,  and  riieth  up 
into  the  face,  in  thofe  pre  ty  fta;nes,  which  badi^ulnelT'  that  is  h  r 
ullier,  as  Aurora,  is  the  Sunncs,  fencis  up  into  ir,  Arwi  in  tru.h,  the 
Pu  pie,  whereof  the  Pce:s  fpcaks,  wbicb  appt  arcs  at  the  bta^e  of  day^    ^ 
is  nothing  fo  rich  and  gloiious,  as  that  w  ich  is  difdoled  in  an  ho*    , 
ncfty  a  li  |e  bafhfu'l  J  the  cif  (^whereof  in  noble  tempers  is  not  an 
ovcr-fl  wingofblood>  but  ont!y  one  (inglf  drop  well  buibanded     Ic    • 
is  noL  a  maife  of  red,  which  lets  thcjface  on  fi  c     It  is  oncly  .^  fi  ft  im- 
prfflion.aad  as  it  yvec,  afliadow  of  tindurc,' hat  lightly  colouis  it.  I  his 
fio  c-\  blpfh,  which  IS  fo  pleafing  a  thing  in  maidens  faces.,  and  which 
I  diftirguilh  fom  that,  which  is  fottilh  and  untowai<f!,  is  a  bane, 
and  'uffi^itnc  defence  againfl  the  audaciotjfncflc  o:  the  m  ft  impuJentj 
jl-id  when  ir  is  fcen  to  thine  in  a  womans  looke,  -beie  is  no  lieci^- 
tioufatiie  the-  is  npt  dazclcd  with  it,  an^l  \%  not  ftopc  from  daring 
top.oce^^.  And    h^'^cforc  there  is  noneerffity  ofuhng  any  ft  aiding 
oftheV^^yce,  any  chtitlilhncnc  of  words,  o    any  agii  iron  ofgeftures, 
to  dofe  that, 'which  may  b:tt:r  be  dcneby  lUcucc,  and  with quicintfTf. 
And  indeed  w<  men  arc  bbijnd»  if  for  i-othing  ellc,  yet  for  the  very 
lacieii  for  ihdr  btaury,  to  IhunapaiUon,  that  makc$  fuch  yilanous 
^-^  ""   "  ^     "'   'JV.  •   " '         {?c«s^ 
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fi^es,  and  fees  fo  many  wrinki  s  upon  their  countenance.    I  have  heard 
fomc  ofthem  comphinc,  thatthc  fccnt   of    a  Rofc   v»iS  coo  ftrong  , 
aud  th  It  Musk  made  their  heads  akc,  b.caufe  it  hid  not  milde  fweetncis 
enough :    and    why  rhen    will    they  not    take    that   fwecmf  iFc  irtto 
themfclves,  which  theyfeekc  for  fo  much  in  other  things  ?  and  findc 
fault  with  the  w  m   of  it  in  that  Art,  which  propofeth  to   it  telfcn© 
other  end  ?    >f  without  this  fwcetneflc,  there  grow  from  the  moft  pre- 
cious odi'ur,i  Ccrtamc  quality   wh.ch  offends  them  j  and  if  there  be 
fome  H  iwers,  and  fome  Perfumes  that  plc*fe  them  not,  what  iikcli- 
hood  is  here,  chat  Brimftone  and  i>alt  peter  Cin  pleafe  them,  and  that 
their  humour  can  have  any  thing  common  With  thefe  violent  fubflan- 
ccb  ?   It  is  true  perhaps,  that  fwcecncffc  and  mildneffe  have  hcircxccf- 
r«  5  but  yet,  even  thofc  exceilcs  are    more  iawfutl,  »;han  'he  juft^ft 
temper  of  fhrcwifhncffc  and  incivility  5  at  Icail  in  a  woman,  they  arc 
much  more  commendable:  and  it  becomes  her  bcifr  to  dilfcrtiblc 
that  fhe  knowes.tha*  to  difcover  vericics  that  arc  odi  us ;    and  better 
fheflj  uld  be  though    to  come  out  of  another  world,  than  fo  carry  to 
amin;h.'fi  ft  icwcs  of  his  ftmking  breath,  and  teach  another  to  kncW 
the  infirmity  of  his  rjce    which  perhaps  h   knfW  not  before.      Thefc 
Ltbe  ties  are  not  fuffeiablc  in  the  f  etft  Conveifati  ms,  they  draw  on 
ctfver  more  dangerous  (iber'ifs  5  and  though  your  f^x^b:  inviolable, 
and  h  ire  the  privilcdge  oi  fanduarv ,  y.-t  p.ophant  pe.  fonS  ftick  nor  to 
lay  bands  on  the  Saints  thcrnlelves,  and  on  their  Aicars,ind  nothing  is 
fp  fac  ed,  that  can  c(cape  the  hand  of  tacriledgc.    Onely  thofe  pcrfon* 
that  can  revenge  otfcmcs,  may  venture  to  give  offences;     and  one 
that  will  give  the  lye,  mufl  be  of  a  condition  to  fight  a  Ducll,  and  miin* 
taine  it  by  Armes.  My  Neecc  hath  no  great  need  of  tbcle  precepts,  nor 
in  eed  of  any  forraigne  inlb.  dionj  ihc  cannot  wander  fiom  the  right, 
if  fbe  goc  not  aft  ray  from  h^  owne  inclination  j  nor  can  be  trcublefomtf 
toctbeis,  if  fhee  borrovt  not  a  vice  which  is  none  of  her  owne.     I 
have  therefore  repreTented  to  ber ,    the   woman    of   the  other  day  ; 
but  after  their  example,  who   flicwcd    their   fl^ves    drunke  to  th:i|f 
Children,     and  iliat  is  to  mike  her  afraid  of  filthy  Objids ,    and  to 
make  that  hatefull  to  her,  which  is  not  in  it  felfc  ibvciy  j    to  confirme 
her  in  the  principles  which  you  havet$u;ht  her,  and  to  di  aw  ber  put 
fome  riilcs  from  her  owne  aft-on  :     She  is  (Know)  natmallv  good  5 
but  the  bcft  natures  h-ve  need  of  fome  mtthod    to  ^uide  th-'m,  aid 
diredion  doth  never  any  hurt  to  vtrrue  :    (he  is  able  to  k^.p  her  filfc 
in  termes  extremely  obl!g(ng>  w  hout  ever  falling  into  trie  bafcaelfc 
offli'tery:    She  is  able  to  pic  fc  wi.h 'Ur  colloguing  j    and  alchfugh 
file  call  not  eve'y  thing  by  the  right  name,  nor  be   fo  very  cu-i  )US 
to  Cpeak  in  proper  re  mcs,  ycc  her  ftiic  iha'l  not  foithar,  be  the  ItfTc 
liked,  nor  her  company  the  Icflc  d  fiied.     $h*  may  c jU  them  wife  that 
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wane  the  reputation  of  being  valiant  s  and  women  that  are  fadi  Hie 
may  Tay  thty  are  fcrious.  If  a  man  be  not  of  a  quick  fpirit,  flic  may 
fay,  he  is  of  a  good  judgement:  and  if  one  be  unfoicunate  in  his  adionsj 
(he  may  yet  fay,  he  hath  a  good  meaning  in  his  counfails.  Bu'.  yetin. 
this  there  is  a  meafurc  to  be  held,  and  achoycc  muft  be  made,  in  lay- 
ing her  colour.*,  that  (he  feekc  not  to  difguile  all  forrs  offubjefts:  for 
there  arefome  indeed  that  are  not  capable  of  difguihog  Thofe  that 
arc  pale,  flie  may  praife  for  their  vrhi.cnelTe :  but  tbolc  that  have  a 
dropfie,  ftic  mult  not  praife  for  their  fatnefTe :  (he  may  fay,  that  fcruplc 
is  a  bud  of  pietic  ,  but  (he  mufl  not  fay,  that  prophancmffe  is  an  cfFcft 
of  Phylofophie.  She  may  make  a  favourable  conitrudion  of  things 
doubcfuU,  and  fwcetcn  the  rigour  of  particular  judgements  >  bur  (he 
muft  not  contend  -ajainft  common  fence,  nor  be  oppolite  to  verities 
that  are  publicke  and  manifefl.  She  muft  make  a  difftrence  bctweene 
errours  and  crimes,  bctweene  a  docible  (implicitie  and  a  prtlumptuous 
ftupiditifi,  betweene  fots  that  ate  boneft,  and  thofe  chat  arc  wicked* 
And  if  (he  happen  to  be  in  company,  where  fome  weake  fpiric  is  op' 
preflcd,  as  the  world  is  full  of  (uch  that  will  triumph  over  the  weakj  and 
take  no  pitcie  of  any,  (he  muft  then,  by  all  meanes,  be  a  protcdrf  (Te  of 
fuch  a  one,  and  make  her  felfe  a  Sandujry  for  all  thofe,  whom  ftron- 
ger  adverfaries  would  bthcrwife  ruinc.  This  onely  is  to  be  obfervcd, 
that  (he  fo  undertake  the  maintaining  of  weake  caufes,  that  it  may  ap- 
peare  by  thctuneof  her  voyce,  that  it  proceeds  from  tTuc^^t  ofgood- 
neflTe,  and  not  from  want  of  knowledge:  and  that  Ihc  compjfli^^natcs 
bumanc  infirmities  by  an  ad  of  charity,  but  makes  not  her  fehe  a  party 
by  falfe  perfwaiion.  1  am  now  at  tfoe  end  of  my  paper  5  and  (hould 
have  becoca  good  while  iince  at  the  end  of  my  letter:  bud  alwayes 
forger  my  felfe  when  I  zm  with  you,  and  never  thinke  bowers  (horter, 
than  thofe  I  bcftow  upon  your  memorie.  And  fo  my  dcare  (ifter,  I  bid 
you  farewell,  not  without  great  longing  to  fee  you :  and  if  you  and  all 
your  company  come  not  hither  the  next  wecke^  I  proclaime  it  to  you, 
that  I  am  no  longer, 

AtEaUac.  10.  ffflj, 

1634.  ^  Tofir,  &c. 
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To  ray  Lord  the  Cardinal), 
Duke  of  Richelieu. 

L  E  T  T   E  R    I. 


'/^^^'OS'  ^  Lord,  being  ftayed  here  by  fome  occafions,  I 
iS'y'^S  ^^^^"^  ^^'^  ^^^^  necefli'ic  with  3  great  ^.ealc  of  paine, 
and  account  my  fcifc  banilhcd  from  Tiy  Couucrey, 
beinj  fo  long  a  time  deprivrd  of  your  prcfence.  I 
deny  noc,  buc  the  vidorious  and  triumphant 
Newcs,  that  comes  continually  from  thr  ArmiCj 
gives  mc  fome  refentmcnt  of  joy,  and  chat  the  brute 
of  your  Name  in  all  quarters,  toucheth  me  very  Isijlibly  ;  but  it  «s  no 
pciffd  fatisfaftion  to  me,  to  learne  that  by  ethers  relacing,  which  I 
ought  to  know  as  an  eye-witncffc,  and  I  conceive  To  great  a  plcafurc  to 
confift  in  the  fight  of  your  glory,  that  there  h  not  a  common  fouldier 
under  your  Command,  whofe  happineflc  and  good  fortune,  1  doe  noc 
envie.  Buc  my  Lord,  though  I  cannot  ferve  you  wi'h  my  bodily  adi- 
cns,  yet  I  revere  you  day  and  night,  with  the  thoughts  ef  my  mindc, 
and  in  this  fo  worthy  an  imployment,  I  never  tbinke  the  noilcft  pare 
of  my  felfe,  can  doc  fervice  enough.  Your  Lordfliip,  next  to  the  King» 
h  the  erernall  objed  of  my  fpirit,  I  never  tumc  my  eyes  from  the  courfc 
of  your  life ;  and  if  perhaps,  you  have  Counicrs  more  officious  than  my 
ffltc,  and  fuchas  doc  thci:  duties  wich  greater  oftcmation  and  (hew. 
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yet  I  im  moftfurc,  you  have  no  fcrvanc  that  is -more  faithfull,  and 
whofe  affcftioQ  comes  more  trucly  fiom  his  heart,  amd  is  fuller  of  life 
and  vigour.  But  to  the  end,  my  words  may  not  be  thought  vaine,  and 
without  grcund,  I  fend  you  now  a  proofc  of  that  \  fay,  by  which,  you 
ihali  perceive,  that  a  man  that  is  himfelfe  p<:rfwadcd,  hach  a  great  dif- 
pofiiionto  pcrfwade  others,  and  that  a  Difcouife,  founded  upenthe. 
things  themfclvcs,  and  animated  with  the  truth,  both  ftirrcs  mens  fpi» 
rits  with  greater  force,  and  alfo  begets  a  firmer  belicfcj  than  that  which 
is  but  feigned,  and  comes  but  in  the  nature  of  Dcdayming.  This  my 
Lord,  is  a  part  drawne  out  from  the  whole  bodic,  and  a  pi^ce,  which  I 
have  tat>€n  moil  paines  to  polilh  j  which,  I  fieely  vow  unto  you,  that 
all  the  hourcsofa  cilmer  Icifurc  than  mine,  and  all  the  powers  of  a 
moreckvatedfpirit  than  ordinary,  would  have  found  work  enough  to 
bring  to  pcrfedion.  In  ic,  there  is  handled.  Of  the  venue,  and  vidot 
ries  of  the  King  \  Ol  the  Jiii^ice  of  his  Arm«  j  Of  Royalty  and  Tyran- 
ny j  Of  ufurpcrs  and  lawfiill  Princes;  Of  Rebellion  chaftened,and 
liberty  mainteined  j  but  bccaufe  ihc  Prince  I  fpeake  of,  is  a  ilirrcr,  and 
makes  no  ftayany  where,and  that  in  following  him,  I  fliould  imbaique 
my  fcife  in  a  world  of  fcvcrnll  fubjefts  ;  I  have  therefore,  prefcribed 
to  my  felfe  ccrtaine  bounds,  v.hich  in  his  adions,  I  fhould  never  have 
me:  with  :  and  after  the  tximplc  c(  Homer,  who  fiaidicd  his  lUn^ 
with  the  death  of  Hr^or,  though  thit  were  not  the  end  of  the  warrej 
I  have  thought  fi-,  nor  to  goe  further,  than  the  taking  of  5*/  Jj;f,  though 
this  were  but  the  beginning  of  the  wonder,  we  have  feenc  of  his. 
Y.u  know  my  Lord,  thatthis  kinde  of  writing  ,  which  1  propofc 
to  my  felfe,  is  with«ut  compaifon,  the  m'ft  painefull  cf  all  other; 
anci  that  it  is  a  baid  mat;er,  to  continue  long  in  an  adion  that  muft 
be  violent,  and  to  b:  violent  in  an  adion  ih^t  muft  continue  long.  This 
payfc  belongs  properly  to  Oratouts,  I  meane  fuchas  know  how  to 
perfwadc,  how  to  p'caf*  in  profiting  i  and  can  make  the  people  capable 
of  the  fccrcts  of  Governing  a  Corpimon-wealth.  For  as  for  Phy- 
lofophers,  that  have  written  of  this  argument,  their  difcourfe  is  com- 
monly fo  dry  and  meager,  that  it  appcares,  their  intention  was 
racher  toinftrud,  than  topleafe  j  andbelidcs,  their  ftyle is  fothornie 
and  cumberfome,  that  it  feemes  they  meant  to  teach  none,  but  the  lear- 
ned. And  in  this,  th;re  is  no  more  difliculcy,  than  there  is  in  healing 
of  men  that  b?  in  health.  And  for  a  man,  to  make  himfclfe  obfcure, 
there  needs  no  more,  buc  to  ftay  upon  the  firft  notions  we  have  o: 
truth,  which  arc  never,  eirhcc  wholly  pure  nor  well  unfolded,  and 
which  falling  from  the  imagination  upon  paper,  leave  upon  it  fuch 
a  cnnfufion,  that  it'r;'''embles  rather  an  informed  abortion,  than  a 
peifcd  produdion.  B.fidcs,  in  ths  compofition  of  a  Hiliory,  efpcci- 
ally  where  the  Politiques  have  to  doe,  an  Au:hour  is  carried,  and 
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borne  out  by  bit  matter,  and  the  things  being  ill  made  to  bis  hancf,  I 

which  cafe  bim  of  the  paines  of  invention,  as  the  order  of  the  time  ( 

cafeth  bim  of  the  care  of  difpofing  :  he  hath  little  to  doc  for  his  part, 
but  onely  to  contribute  words,  which  is  by  fome  made  fo  fmall  a  mat- 
cer,  that  when  Memnitr  was  prelTed  by  fome  friends  to  publilh  a  worke 
of  his,  that  he  had  ptociifcd  :  He  made  anfwcr,  it  fliall  prefcntly  j 

come  forth  5  for  it  is  in  a  manner  all  finifhcdand  ready,  there  wants 
nothing,  but  to  make   the  words.  But  in  the   perfwafivc  kinde  of 
writing  (bciides,  that  there  muft  be  a  better  choice  made,  and  a  ftridct 
order  ufed,  in  placing  the  words,  than  in  fimple  Narrations,  which 
for  all  their  luftre  and  riches  of  cxprcilion,  require  no  more  but 
plainneffe,  and  fie  tcrmcs)  they  which  defire  to  attaine  perfedion, 
or  indeed  to  doe  any  thing  at  all  of  worth,  endearour  all  they  can, 
to  put  in  ufc,  and  reduce  to  adion,  the  moft  fubcile  IcixA*s  of  all 
Rhetorick  5  to  raife  up  their  undcrftanding  to  the  highcft  poyntof 
things  J  to  fcarch  out,  in  every  matter,  the  verities  lelic  expofed  to 
view,  and  to  make  them  fo  familiar,  that  they  who  perceived  them  not 
bjfore,  may  by  ifaeir  relation  come  ssit  were  to  touch  them   Their 
defigne  is,  to  joyne  pleafure  to  proSr,  to  mingle  daintinefic  and  plenty 
together  j  and  to  fight  with  Armes,  nst  onely  firme  and  ilrong,  but 
alfo  faire  and  glittering.   Tbey  endeavour  to  civilize  Learning  5  draw- 
ing it  from  the  Collcdge,  and  freeing  it  ficm  the  hands  of  Pedants, 
who  mane  and  fully  it  in  handling  :  and  to  fay  the  truth,  adulterate, 
and  cor:upt  it,  abuling  this  txccllent  and  delicate  thing  in  the  fight 
of  all  the  world.  They  feekc  not  to  avoide  Rockcs  by  turning  alidc 
from  them  ,  but  rather  by  flyding  gently  over  tkem,   and  rather  to 
efcape  places  of  danger,  than  to  Jhunnc  them.  And  to  make  it  appeare, 
that  nothing  is  fo  fowre  or  bitter,  but  that  it  may  be  fwectned  and  al- 
layed by  Difcourfe.  Finally,  they  fuffcr  tt'cmlclves  fometimes  ra  be 
tranfported  with  that  reafonable  fury,  which  Rhetoricians  have  well 
knowne,  though  it  goe  beyond  their  Rules  and  Precepts  :  which  thruft 
anO  atour  into  (uch  flrangc  and  uncouth  motions,  that  tbcyfceme 
ia:her  infpired,  than  to  be  naiuiall  5  and  with  which,  Vemojihtna  and 
Ciitro  were  fo  poCTciled,  that  the  one  of  them  fwearts  by  thcfc  cbac 
dyed  at  Marathon ,  and  of  his  owne  authority  makes  them  Gods: 
tte  other,  ajkes  qucAionsofthc  Hillesand  ForrcfJsof  ^/ii,  as  if  they 
bad  cares,  and  were  able  to  hcare  him.  But  if  I  were  one  that  did 
come  any  thing  nf  ere  fo  noble  an  end,  (whi«h  I  neither  will  nor  dare 
bcUive)  and  tha:  I  were  able  to  make  ftran-gers  fee,  that  all  things  ia 
Frawg  are  changed  for  the  better,  finccthc  happy  Rcfgneofour  King, 
who  no  Iclfe  augmentcth  our  fpiiits,  than  he  encreafetJi  our  courage  : 
yctic  is  not  I  thit  Ihould  merit  the  glory  of  this,  but  I  muft  whol- 
ly attiibue  it  to  the  happinelTe  of  my  time,  and  to  the  force  of  my  of> 

jed. 
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jcd.  Howfosver,  my  Lord,  ifl  cannot  be  taken  into  tbj  Lift  of  lear- 
ned and  able  mco,  at  leaft,  I  cannot  be  denycd  a  place  amongft  honeft 
men,  and  loyall  fetvams  ;  and  if  my  abilities  bt  worthy  ofnoconfi- 
deration  with  you,  at  lead,  my  zeale  and  affcfiion,  arc  better  wonb, 
than  to  be  rejefted.  Witb  which  meditation,  I  am  fometimes  fo  ra- 
vifhod,  that  I  doubt  not,  bat  my  rcfcnrments  muft  needs  content  you  5 
and  that  it  is  no  unpleafing  recreation  to  yoUj  to  caft  your  eye  upon  a 
Philofophcr  in  choler.  And  thoagh  true  love  content  it  fclfc  with  the 
teftimony  of  iis  owne  Confcicnce  ;  and  that  I  give  you  many  proofcs 
of  my  moft  humble  fcrvice,  which  I  alTure  my  felfe,  will  never  come  to 
your  knowledge  j  yet  for  your  fatisfadion,  1  dcfire  you  might  ficarc  mc 
lometimcs  in  the  place  where  you  ate,  and  might  fee,  with  what  advan- 
tage, I  maintaine  the  publikc  caufc,  in  what  manner  I  controll  falfe 
Ncwes  that  runs  about,  and  how  I  ftop  thdr  mouthes  that  will  be  tal- 
king in  difparagcmcnc  of  our  affiircs.  It  iscettaine,  that  it  is  not  poffi- 
ble  our  State  ftiould  be  more  flouciHiing  than  it  is  jOr  that  the  fucccflc  o^ 
the  Kings  Armcs  fliould  be  more  glorious  than  it  is,  or  that  the  Peac© 
of  the  People  fliould  be  more  affuccd  than  it  is,  or  that  your  Govcrn- 
mcnc  fhouid  be  more  judicious  than  it  is  5  and  yet  we  meete  wih  ccr- 
tainc  fpirits,  that  are  troubled  with  their  owne  quictncife,  arc  impatient 
of  their  owne  felici.ic,  cannot  be  held  in  any  good  belicfe,  bu:  by  prof^ 
pcrities  that  are  fupernaturall ;  and  longer  than  they  fee  miracles,  give 
no  credit  to  any  thing.  If  prcCent  affaires  be  in  good  tcrmes,  then  tJiey 
caft  out  fcares  ofthofc  to  come;  and  when  they  fee  the  events  prove 
bappic,  then  they  fall  aff  ighcing  us  with Prefag^s.  They  takcan  Oath, 
to  cftecme  of  no  perfons,  but  forrcyners;  of  no  things,  bur  farre  fct. 
They  admire  SpiuQli,  becaufe  he  is  an  Itdian,  and  their  encmic  5  they 
cannot  abide  to  praife  the  King,  becaufe  he  is  a  Freneb'^dn^  and  their 
Matter.  They  will  hardly  be  drawne  to  confciTc,  that  chc  King  hath  o- 
vercome,  though  they  [cc  before  their  eyes,  an  ir.Snite  number  of 
Townes  taken  5  of  F;dions  ruinated,  etcrnall  Monumenis  of  his 
Vidories;  and  more  eafiiy  the  King  hath  gotten  the  applaufeof  allE«- 
rcpey  than  thefc  msns  approbation.  They  would  perfwide  us,  if  they 
could,  that  he  bad  raifcd  his  Siege  before  RoihcU  j  That  he  had  made  a 
fliamcfull  Peace  with  the  Proteftants  j  and  that  the  Spaniard*  had  made 
bim  >  un  away.  They  doe  all  they  can,  to  exterminate  his  Miftory,  and 
to  cxtifiguiih  the  grcateft  light  that  fhall  ever  fiiinc  to  poftcritie.  I 
doubt  not,  but  they  caft  a  malicious  eye  upon  my  Booke  5  for  ptcfen- 
ting  an  image  of  thofe  things  which  offend  them  Co  much.  And  (hey 
who  believe  Fables  and  Romances,  znd  are  in  paffion,  for  an  Hercules  ov 
2n  4chiUcu  who  perhips  never  were  5  They  who  reade  with  extafic  of 
joy  J  the  adions  o(RovpUnd  and  of  Reiuold,  which  were  never  donr,  bur 
apon  Paper  :  Tlaefe  men  will  finde  no  rclliih  in  a  true  Hiftory,  be- 
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eaiife  it  gives  teftimony  to  the  vcrtuc  of  their  naturatl  King,  They  can 
lik«  well  enough,  that  againft  the  credit  of  all  Antit^uky,  Xcncphon 
being  a  Grxcian^  and  no  Ptrfiaiiy  fhould  frame  Cjrus  a  U(c  after  his 
ownc  fancic,  and  make  him  die  in  his  bed,  and  amongft  hh  Friends  j 
when  yet  he  dyed  in  rbc  warrcs,  and  overcome  by  a  woman :  and  they 
can  like  well  enough,  that  *T//w«  fliowld  tell  a  lye  in  op«n  Senate,  and 
praife  TrAjun  for  temperance  and  chaftiiic,  who  y«c  was  given  to  wfnc, 
and  to  another  vice  fo  fowlo  that  it  caanoc  honeftiy  be  named,  but 
they  can  by  no  mcanes  like,  that  I,  who  am  the  Kings  fubjed  born, 
fhould  fay  that  of  him,  which  no  man  can  deny  to  be  moft  true,  and 
that  being  to  make  a  patcrn  for  Princcs,l  (hould  rather  make  choice  of 
his  life,  than  either  ot  that  of  t)ri«,which  is  fabulous,or  that  of  Trahn 
which  is  not  the  purefl,  that  1  may  oot  fpealcc  of  thatofC*/kr2ogw, 
which  is  all  biackt  with  licemioufnefTe  and  crimes.  Heaven  it  fclfcis 
not  able  to  give  this  kindc  of  p^eoplc  a  Governour  to  their  minde.  He 
that  was  according  to  Gods  owne  heart,  ftould  not  be  according  to 
theirs:  They  would  not  thinke  Salomen  wife  enough,  nor  A  Uxitider 
valiant  enough    They  are  generally  enemies  of  all  forts  of  Mailers  j 
and  acculers  of  all  things  the  prefent  time  affords.  They  make  our 
beads  ake  with  crying  out,  that  there  was  no  neceffiy  to  make  a  w  ^r  in 
ttdj/  J  but  if  you  had  ftayed  ftili  at  Pirii^  they  would  have  cryed  out 
much  lowder,  that  it  had  not  been   honeft  to  fuffcr  our  allyes  to  periih* 
iecauCe  lomc  of  our  Kings  have  made  unfortunate  voyages  beyond  the 
mountaines,  therefore  they  will  needs  h  vc  it,  that  our  King,  rbough 
he  follow  not  thci-  counfels.  Ihouid  yet  fall  into  their  misforcuncs  They 
accufeyour  conduA  with  old  proverbs,  bccaufe  they  cannot  withfoui.d 
reafons.  They  fay,  Italy  h  the  Church  yard  of  the  f-mib :  and  b^'tng 
not  able  to  obferve  fhc  le  ft  fault  in  all  your  carriage. in  thai  count  ey, 
tTiey  lay  upon  you  ihc  f'auls  of  ou:  aunccfto'S,  and  cbjrge  you  with  the 
errout  of  ^^df/pi  the  eighth.   Yet  I  conceive  that  thcfe  menslinneis 
rather  of  infirmity  than  of  malice,  that  they  arc  rathe  oaflionatc 
for  their  opinions,  than  Penfioncrs  of  our  enemies  j'ano  thst  they  have 
more  need  of  helpe  by  Phy/ick,  than  of  reftrainc  by  Law.     Bur  it  is  a 
grievous  thing  ta  fee,  how  the  bufie-bodyet  of  our  time,  fpeakc  the  fame 
language,  whichRebellsdidintiaifspafti  and  abafcthehappineflcof 
liberty,  even  againlk  him,  who  hath  procured  it  unto  u$«    Tb:  y  come 
continually,  and  tell  me,  we  are  like  to  receive  much  prejudice  by 
the  difcontcnt  of  fuch  a  Prince,   that  is  gone  from  our  fide.    And  I 
tnfwcr  them,  it  is  better  to  have  a  weake  enemy  to  fight  withall,  than  a 
quarrelfome  friend  to  make  much  of.     They  will  by  all  meanes,  that 
the  King  at  any  price,  fhould  fuccour  €iX*^i  and  I  tell  them,  that  he 
aath  luccoured  it  already,   hy  his  conauett  o(Stvoy :  and  that  in  the 
aau  as  things  nowftand,  it  cannot  be  taken,   iut'to  be  delivered 

- back. 
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back,  Tbcy  ate  not  contented  that  you  performe  aftiohsrbat  arf  fXtrjf^ 

ordiniry,  they  loolce  yea  (hould  performe  Tomv-    hati.e  imp»./fiblf  : 

Aodchoujh  there  arifc  fomcttmes  fucb  d  fficultics  in  thii  gs.  tha^'h^jf 

cannot  by  any  poffibility  be  cncountrcd  j  i  i.iy  not,  by  def'  d  in  he  Uof- 

dertaker  but  by  reafon  of  repugnancy  in  ihe  fubj^-d  ;  yet  they  wiil  not 

take  for  paymcnc,  fuch  reafons  as  wif   men  aielatisfied  wihall,  but 

they  would  have  the  King  doc  that,  which  the  Turkc  and  Pcrhm  joyi 

ned  tog^hcr,  were  not  able  to  dor,  Tb  le  hings,  my  Lord,  would  put 

mc  extreamly  into  paflion,  and  I  cou  tl  never  be  parifm  atiuchtx- 

ceffeof  ungratcfulnclfe,  if  I  did  noc  'emcmber,  thar  there  hathfomc- 

times  becne  a  fpiiit,  fo  fuKcn,  and  fo  lawcv,  that  it  dared  to  finile 

fault  with  the  workcs  of  God  himfelfcj  and  was  not  afaid  to  f  y^ 

that  if  he  had  been  of  his  cou.  fell ,  as  well  in  the  creation  as  in  the  j^o- 

▼crnment  of  the  world,  he  would  have  gifcn  him  better  advifc  than 

hctookc  atfirfV,  or  than  he  now  followes.    Afrcr  foimmcnfe  a  folly, 

you  muft  not  thlnke  itfltangc,  if  ihcte  be  f^me  ex  lavagan-s  ;  and 

the  vulgar  at  all  times  hath  bccne  found  buc  an  unjull  Judge  of  vcrtuej 

and  yet  for  all  that,  it  hath  never  beene  withoui  admirers,  and  now, 

if  thofc  that  have  bu:  little  inftind,  and  can  doc  nothing  bur  murmure,^ 

and  doe  not  favour  him,  it  is  lor  us,  my  Lord,  to  tcftific  unto  vou, 

that  rcaConable  men,  and  foch  as  know  bow  to  fpca.C;  arc  of  the  better 

fide. 


At  'Billii,  4.^«g. 
1^30. 


Tc«r  moft  humble  tni 
mo(t  obedient  fe, Vint, 

B  A  L  Z  A  G? 


Another  to  hinio 
Letter  IL 

MY  Lord ,  hcirinj  that  Mindeur  d^ — meanei  to  queftiorf 
mc  about  the  Bcnf  fice  vou  did  me  the  honour  to  g  vf.  mt  ■  and 
that  by  vertuc  cf  bis  difptniation ,  he  huh  fenc  to  t)kc  p  fl' ffioti, 
I  have  conceived  no  bcttrr  (hel  er,  to  av<Mde  this  ftormc,  than  under 
the  great  neflc  of  youi  Nme;  nor  any  fafr  drfcrnce  againft  che 
forces  of  fuch  ai  advctu.  ,  fhan  the  refo  ft  of  fuch  a  Pocedorasi 
you  arc,  I    require  not   in   this    any    ftiaymng  of  your  L>  oih  p« 

power  S 
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pow>-»-|  T  krtowv^u  »;c  rpafin.aofitinyourowinproperintereft<,and 
rJuvcK  tor  ot  i.,.m  tha:  a  r  publiclce  and  imporianc;  lonelyre- 
qui  .  t'.cd  M.tir,uanccof)o.r  1  vc,  and  chat  you  would  fienifieto  kim 
rai  tr  ble*  m.,  v,u  wou'.  uc  glaJ  he  nould  1«  me  b.  at  quiet. 
t  h.l,u  V  tb.:  tf-  rtand  in  iuk  wjih  a  man  of  bis  robe,  were  ai  much 
IS .  ngM  v..  h  .  M  ttcr  o.  F  rxe,  .nd  to  pur  ones  whole  riiht  in 
h  Z  :d  :  h  wou,d  crouble  mz,  my  Lord,  though  I  were  zff<ittd  of 
iuccrik,  to  thinkc  I  ftioulJ  owe  any  part  of  it  to  any  other  bcHdcs 
you  lelrc,  leetng  1  account  it  more  glory  to  receive  from  you,  than 

to  w  .  ft  t  vm  another     Moni.eu:  dc may  doe  well,  to  keepe  bis 

dnpc.Uacion  fo  a  bcrrer  mi  ker,  and  draw  much  more  profit  wil^ 
aliak  pa.unce.  A,.d  indeed,  )  vc:ily  believe  he  lookes  4  nothing 
torn  Kc  hm  furceale,  but  fo-  fome  drmonftrarion  from  you,  of  your 
^^.rc  :  ana  ,h.t  he  -ather  hath  in  ambition  to  be  intriated  byrM.^ 
1  tc  Caruinail .  than  any  defignc  to  take  y.  ur  gift  from  me.  I  humbly 
inteaeyou^  Lo.dihip  to  give  him  contentment  in  this  poynt,  ani 
pot  fuffcr  me  to  fall,  at  this  fi.ft  ftcp  of  my  Fortunes  andthac 
1    may  not   aJwaycs    be   uafortunite,  being   a$  I   am  with   all  nj 


At  BaUac.  8.  Nov  em* 
I  6  3  I. 


Ttf^y,  f^Cf 


Another  to  him. 
Letter  III. 


J^y  Lord,  I  am  infinitely  bound  unto  you  for  the  honour  you  have 
-      uone  me,  to  remember  me,  and  fot  the  paints  you  have  taten. 

lowr.te  .n  my  bcha  fe  to  Monhcurde '^ .'it  i,  ,,^,^  „,„ 

pames  hath  not  had  lo  good  fuccefie,  as  I  verily  hoped  it  would: 
ior  though  he  had  given  ou  ,  tha:  for  his  fatisfaaion  he  required 
;no  more  bac  l.-me  fmall  /Igne,  that  it  was  your  dcfire  :  yec  having 
rece.vedthat  figne,  he  continues  ftill  in  the  fame  termer,  and  hcldl 
the  lame  rigorous  courfc  he  did.  It  maltes  me  thinkc,  my  Lord, 
Iha.  he  knovves  well  enough  of  what  worth  your  commcDda- 
fipn  IS?  certainly,  if u  had  betnc   implojed  for  asy  other  but  my 

'  "  '       '"     (elfe. 
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felfcft  hia  found  aU  the  yeilding  and  refpea  it  ?""«* «  ^"j ^?fj*' 
icaftunfottunuentfleupoo  all  matters  I  dealt  m:  my  "'"*"""« 
f«ffcrs«e  not  tomake  b/nefi.  »f  vour  love.youhm  no  foon  r    cho»ite 

.0  do*  me  good,  but  f^^^-^^^'^'^^^'^^^^tr  4^^^^ 
it.    You  give  me  prefcnts,  and  doe  not  tective  tDon.      i  ou 

imouldbepaidmypenfion,  ^"^  1°!'\<^°Tri^LZ^»«'  *•"' 
yours, my  Loid.of  which ione  might  fay,  E/f  f"""  i"™^*"^ *•„'• 
You  have'read  my  Booke  with  pleafure.and  (?°^l°l^^X'^'XZ 
dationj  and  yet  I  fuffer  perfecution  for  mabng  t.as  mu^^^^^ 
being.atrueFrenchman,  and  alovetof  pub  iqueLib  ty.  For  as^^^^ 
obj.aionsth.ymak.againftme,th.,cert..nlyar.butcoloutsaDdp^c^^ 

tences:  If  m/wotds  be  no.  learned,  or  f  ^"""i'KXS 
andfulloftrulh.    Thereisnotonetobefound  malmy^^^^^^^ 
a  meane  Advocate  were  not  able  to  defend  ''^^f « '^  "i""*  e«^^^ 

vaine.   I  thettfore  make  my  ftlfe  believe,  that  «  ™ij^  ^ 

alfo  fome  faire  dayes.  after  fo  many  ftorms  »«<l«j»f«\"'„f  ,'„«]"« 
me  by  mine  en.nies :  and  that  after  you  "^^  ['"/.f  ^^J^' ,' p  J " 
Princes  in  their  Thrones,  it  wU  be  "» l-f  f  "*'''fU°  4'  '"„e.  I  know 
private  man,v.ho  adores  you.and  *''°■\"'"■""^'^=7.^'°™'un^^^^^^^ 
fome,  my  Lord  whom,  you  have  made  happy,  »">«/""  ^^'Qil 

names, ihen  youdid  --''' "-Ta'aytdden   n    hTthron^^^ 
I  hive  knowne  advanced  by  you,  that  lay  hidden  m  i  h 

your  felfc  dr.w  me  out.  and  placed  me  among*  ''',  f'";/;;„,7  't^^ 
I  by  it?For  in  truth  I  coul  never  ma  e  '"y  f^  f "«  ™5  ^^ 
caufe  indeed  I  could  never  Cetve  y"  """^f"'^  ""j^*""  T  indifpofi- 

thtfo.wardBeffe  ofj°"^ /»'°»"f  McT  1  have  alJ^^s  comba- 
tionhath  alwayes  hmdred  my  good  del.gnes  >  ^  ""  ^^K  ,iife  i 
ted  with  weakneffe  of  body,  and  never  du.ft  «"'«rji  ^^^lo^ced  me 
„hicb  I  was  net  affured  I  was  >We  to  hold  o^^^^'^^^f^'^^  yj 
„,yLord,  to  court  yourn  ^  "'" Jf '"^^^.^  ""'h  unfeafonable 
fc/vice  by  my  abfcnce  and  eife,  and  "«",'''"' J°".ofc ,  i  ^„  able  to 

Ucteu<Lf  -^-'^.-rj^hc^filSan  rh^at'  ^^Khti  the  wo... 
fav,unwotihya$Iam,tbitIwastheniKjman         1  ^    ^^^ 
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my  forwardneflc  in  your  fciviGc;  And  when  thc.fpitcfull  rumour 
ranabroadofiate,  many  perfons  of  quality  can  cell,  how  gricvoafly  I 
tookeit:  and  how  I  refoived  to  follow  youtothe  worlds  end,  if  fe  be 
the  unfortunacencffe  of  France  fliould  remove  you  from  the  Court  Yet 
I  am  not  troubled  that  I  mike  you  thefe  proofes  of  my  Fide- 
lity, though  they  would  bclelTc  difficult  to  me,  thao  to  encertaine  you, 
as  now  I  idoc,  with  my  intcrefts  j  which  to  fay  true  is  a  crucll  torture 
1  put  my  felfc  to.  It  is  not  my  dcfirc,  you  fliould  have  misfortunes,  to 
!r  u  u  ^^!?'g]^tniakeurcofmy  confolations,  nor  it  is  my  wi(h  there 
ftiould  bcdifordersm  my  Countrey,  and  difgracc  to  my  Mafter,  to  the 
end  I  might  the  better  jhew  my  felfc  a  good  Fienchman,  and  a  loyall 
fervant.  But  yet  my  Lord,  why  may  I  not  be  ef  fome  ufc  in  a  calme, 
and  have  a  place  as  well  in  the  joy,  as  in  the  forrow  ?  You  alone  are  the 
Author  of  your  vidory  5  but  you  alone  cannot  furiiifli  your  triumph, 
but  muft  have  many  Artificers  to  worke  about  it.  I  have  materialse- 
nough  CO  make  many  large  Fabricks,  but  to  undertake  the  worke,  I 
muit  enrreat  your  Lordfliip  I  may  have  a  little  contentment,  or  at  Icaft, 
alittle  quiet.  Thcfplcndcurof  your  per fon, is  fo great,  that  it  fends 
torch  bcamcsoflight  to  your  remotcJlfemBts:  and  the  power  which 
heaven  hath  given  you,  is  fo  redoubtable  to  all  forts  of  Tyrants,  that  to 
give  a  period  to  my  perfecution,  thereneedsno  more,  but  that  you  give 
lomc  figncyou  meane  to  protcd  me ;  which  favour  I  perfwade  my  fclf 
you  will  not  deny  me  :  for  befides  the  common  caufe  of  being  oppref- 
fcd,you  have  kaownc  a  long  time,  that  I  make  {a  fpcciall  proSffion 

My  L9rdy 
At2j/^4f,f5F^  ^^"''^  *^- 


To  Monficur  Cjtois,  Phyfitian  to  M.  the  Cardinal!. 
Letter  V. 

I  R,  my  curiofity  were  undifcrect,  if  I  fhould  aske  you  newcs  of 
occurrcnts  in  the  Army  5  but  you  cannot  takeit  ill,that  lajkc  you 
news  of  my  Lord  the  Cardinals  health.  I  leaine  the  progreflc  of  his 
glorious  aaions  by  tbcmouthof  Fame:  but  I  muft  learnc  from  you 
aow  he  fares  in  his  continuall  agitation  j  and  whether  the  temper  of  his 
?ody  tccle  no  ahcration  by  the  violent  motions  of  his  fpirip,  I  conceive 

that 
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thic  God  doubles  hts  force  when  there  is  need  j  and  that  he  hath  regard 
to  the  ncceflScy  of  fo  many  people  that  cannot  milTe  him  :  but  I  know 
alfo,  that  he  makes  ufc  of  the  fccond  caiafcs,  md  that  your  cares  and  in^ 
duftry  concur  with  this  providence.  The  fetviccs  you  doe  to  one  par- 
ticular man,  arc  ob'.!|ations  to  all  the  world.  Never  had  any  Iciencc  i 
a  more  worthy  or  profirablcimploymcnt  than  yours  hath:  And  if  the 
Romanes  eiefted  aftatue  to  Antonim  Mufd,  for  healing  of  him  who  op- 
pretfed  their  liberty,  why  may  not  you  juftly  expcd  a  publick  acknovr- 
icdgcmcnt  for  prefervinj  of  him,  who  makes  us  all  both  free  and  happy? 

I  fend  him  the  difcourfes  which 1  humbly  cnircate  you 

to  take  care  they  may  come  to  no  other  hands  but  his ;  and  therefore 
that  you  will  kccpe  thec^  in  your  cuftodie,  that  they  may  be  fale  untiil  I 
come  my  ftlfc  to  PdrU.  I  (xped  this  courtcfic  from  thac  good  will  you 
have  alwaycs  promifed  me:  and  here  ;  make  you  this  folcmne  pro- 
tcftation,  that  you  can  never  honour  any  man  ihat  is  more  paflionatcly 
than  i  ami  ^. 


Jo  Monfieur  de  Chaftelet ,  Councellour  of  the 
King ,  in  his  Councell  of  State. 

Letter   V. 

SIR  it  is  a  great  work  of  mcmorie  to  be  mlndefull  of  me  at  the! 
Court:  but  it  is  an  eff^aofa  divine  goodncffc  to  make  it  rainej 
iJainties  in  the  defart ;  Since  Manna,  there  was  never  feene  there,  fuch  a» 
thine  as  you  fent  me  5  and  if  you  were  bound  to  turniOi  me  wich  fuch 
fare,fortie  ycares  of  baniaimcnt  at  this  dict,wouU  be  to  mc  fortic  yeares 
klicitie.  To  fpcake  in  plaine  tcarmes,  your  prefcnt  is  unvaluable  :  and 
to  helpe  my  ftlfe  in  fpeaking  of  it,  I  have  beene  forced  to  fetch  compa^i 
rifons  from  heaven,  bccaufe  infcriour  thmgs  arc  never  able  to  expreffcj 
if  You  dee  it  wrong  to  give  it  the  name  of  a  Preface  :  but  you  will 
doc  much  wrong  to  the  worke  it  fclfe,  before  which  fuch  a  preface  is  fet : 
If  the  omfide  be  fq  ricb.and  there  be  fo  great  magnificence  in  the  Gate- 
houfe,  what  will  be  in  the  Gillcrics,  and  Cabinets  ?  and  what  will  the, 
PaUcebc  that  is  worcMcof  fuch  anemrance  ?  I  fee  indeed  that  it  is  1 
markofgreatncircburlfearcwithall,  that  it  is  a  want  ol  proportion, 
and  being  not  poffible  ihe  reft  /Ivould  cquall  the  beginning,  you  will  be 
accufed  for  diftui  bing  the  o.  dcr  of  things,  and  for  patting  perfeftion  out 
of ics  place,  whish  Hisulsi  not  C-.tps  in  bjc  a:  ihe  lalt  bee  hercan 


ttzwhixoTi  that  is  Very  nice  ,  and  whereof  it  is  a  glory  to  be  convinced. 
tw  this  there  \%  Icffe  account  to  be  made  of  vcitJe  than  of  vice  j  and  the 
difordcr  which  makes  a  magnificence,  is  more  worth  than  the  method 
which  rcraincs  a  poverty.    Feare  not  Sir,  the  event  of  tbisdifputei 
Bcaury  gctS  the  piizc  in  all  caufcs  where  the  Eycs  aie  Judgfs ;  and 
ih:y  who  b'ame  you  for  adorning  too  much  your  refutation  of  the 
Bjukcs  of  Flanders y  blarne  you  for  having  your  Armour  too  mucb 
guildcdj  arid  that  in  f^riking  you  dazle  their  eyes.      It  fecmcstbey 
know  not  that  the  lAccicmnUm  never  tricked  up  themfelvcs  ,  bu'c 
when  thev  went  to  fight  j  and  that  C  o^  S  JR  made  his  vwintj 
be  wan  Battailcs   with   pci^med   Souldicrs.     Th:   pomp:  of  youf 
ftyle  a:rcfts  not  the   fight  withou:    profit:     It   is  plcafing  to    th« 
Rcider;  bat  vVichall  it  ii  fatall  to  ilinder.    In  it  there  is  to  tc  feene 
the  luftrc  and  bravery  of  Toiirnamcnts  ;   but  withall,  there  is  to  be 
fecac  it\  iz  the  force  ani  tcrriblcncffe  of  Warrc.  The  onelypitty  fsj 
you  haJ  not  a  competent  Enemie  to  fi^ht  withall,  and  that  fo  much 
force  aid  valour  Hiould  be  fpcat  upon  a  feeble  futy,  and  which  i$ 
now  at  thehft  drop  of  i^s  poyfoo.   The  wretched  man  you  putf^ie, 
and  who    dyes  blafphcming  ,   was  not    wortbie:  of  fo  noble  a  Re* 
fentmenc  as  yciirs,  having  nothing  confidcraulc  in  him  >  but  tba<; 
ycu  voujhfafc  to  fpeake  of  him :  you  make  him  of  fome  worth  by  al» 
Icdjing  him  fo  often.  In  undoing  him,  you  make  him  f.imous,  ancj 
his  objtdions  will  one  day  not  be  found,  but  in  your  anfwerts.  It  i« 
five  and  twenie  year.s  fince  he  was  a  fugitive  from  bis  order,  and 
/hould  have  had  his  triall  before  the  Gcncrall  of  the  Jefuires    An4 
afthefc  goodFatheis  did  rot  dealc  too  gently  with  delinquents,  ani 
change  imp;  ifonnirnt  ino  banilhmentj  he  had  from  that  lime  bcenc 
fuppr  (Ted,  with    all    the    filthy    bookcs   he  hath  made  ever   fiincc. 
But    ir    wds   necefiary,    thit    (to   crownc    his   inconft'ancie)  afte-r 
he  had  abandoned  abo'  e  a  cci  n  fides,  he  (hould  now  for  bis  laft  prfzej 
become  a  parafitc  to  the  Spaniards,  and  a  Secretary  to  thofe  bad 
French  tbait  are  at  chcir  Court.  Let  it  never  trouble  os  Sir,  that  he 
calles  us  Flatterers:  Atlieifls  call  hontft  men  foperftitious.  (^atiline 
called  them  all  flivesthat  would  not  be  parricides  >  and  it  hath  al.vayec 
been  impcffible,  to  he  vertunus  with  approbation  of  the  wicked.  They 
arc  delinquents  themfelvcs,  th^t  finde  fault  with  our  innoccncy,  and 
they  are  idle  fcllowfs,  who  proftratc  themfelvcs  every  day  before  a  Von 
I^f^o,  or  a  Vcn  Koderige^  and  yet  thinke  much  we  fhould  doe  any  re* 
Terence  to  M.  the  Cardinall  Richlieu,  But  it  is  fie  they  ihould  be  taughc, 
that  here  is  the  true  worfliip,  a:  l^rwAiUi  but  Idolajcric  j  and  tbst  tc 
adore  a  forrcigne  Power,  and  fucb  a  one  that  doth  miKhiefe  tO  the 
lYholc  earth,  is  not,  at  lead  an  aftion  To  truly  Frenchj  as  ro  revere 
a  Vertuic,  that  is  native  of  frMty  and  that  ^oth  goad  tc*  all  tue  ^vorld. 

F  f  Seeing 
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Seeing  the>u|bufc  our  tongue  in    praihng  cheir  Tyranti,  and  jufti- 
fying  our  ReDclU )  It  cannot  be  dc.jyed  us,  to  bring  it  backe  to  its 
naturall  and  proper  ufe,  and  in  more  honefl  fubjeds,  to  purine  md 
make  cleane  thofe  words  and  pbrafcs,  which  chcy  have  proftituted  to 
cbe  conccics  of  the  Marquis  of  AytoM^  or  made  to  fcrve  the  paiHon 
oispiine.   If  tyranny  writ  more  to  be  feared  than  if  is,  and  thar  the 
unfortunatencfie  of  Europe  (hould  make  it  reach  hiiher  j  yet  it  (hould 
never  make  tnc  to  unfay  the  prcpofitions  I  hold,  and  it  fhall  be  all 
my  life  a  moH  p!eafi.ig  objed  to  me,  to  fee  my  lelfc  enrolled  in  the 
Catalogue  of  Authours ,  condemned  by  the  enemies  of  my  Countrey. 
I  thinke,  I  may  boldly  fay,  I  was  one  of  the  firft  mainteiners  of  the 
truth,  and  he  perhaps  that  laid  open  the  field,  wheie  fo  m3nv  Oratouri 
and  Poets  firide  thcmfelves  cxercife  ;  ic  is  time  now,  that  I  leave  it  to 
younger  men,  and  fuch  as  are  more  able  than  i  am.    Yet  I  intreat 
you  to  remember  Sir,  that  I  give  place  without  running  away  j  and 
that  it  is  the  coldneffe  of  my  bloud,  and  the  abitcmem  of  my  ftrength, 
that  forceth  me,  aad  not  any  want  of  courage  oi  chnngeof  will*  Nc 
vcr  thinke  I  will  ever  faile  in  thcfe.  1  alwayes  prcfcrve  in  m^  heart 
the  principles  of  good  adions,  I  mcane,  good  dc(;re$  j  and  when  I 
can  no  longer  be  a  runner  in  the  Race,  yet  I  will  be  one  of  the  moft 
earneft  Spcftatours,  and  clappe  with  my  hands  when  I  can  doe  no- 
thing tlfc.   In  the  meane  time,  to  thecndj  that  a  good  part  of  my 
antient  travaile  may  not  be  loft,  .md  that  1  may  not  make  that  an 
unprofitable  fccrct,  betweene  my  Mufcs  and  me,  which  may  perhaps 
ferve  for  feme  edificawon  to  the  Publicke  ;  I  tbink,  fit,  to  ra^lce  you 
account  of  certainc  things  I  have  hciccofore  conceived  ,  and  to  (hew 
you,  that  in  adions  of  my  duty,  1  ofrcmimes  content  my  ielfe  with 
the  teftimony  of  my  owne  Confcience.    Thcfe  arc  Pieces  that  were 
wrought  before  the  fccond  voyage  into  Italy  ,  and  before  the  lamentable 
Divifionsof  thcRoyall  Familic.   In  the  punty  of  publick  joy  amiift 
the  applaufes  of  all  the  Kings  fubjeds  j  and  even  of  ibofe,  who  have 
fince  loft  their  loyaltic  ,  and  now  lye  rayling  upon  us  ar  BruxeUs.  I  fend 
you  fomc  flicets,  as  I  firft  light  upon  them,  and  I  fend  them  Sir,  ra- 
ther to  doc  yeu  Homage  by  laying  my  Compofitions  at  your  fecBC, 
than  to  make  a  Challenge,  as  oppofing  them  to  yours,  rathtr  to  ac- 
knowledge the  fuperioritie  of  your  Eloquence,  and  to  goe  in  your 
Lyveiie,  than  to  make  ray  felfcyour  Competitor,  and  feckc  to  brave 
vou,  with  fo  rafh  a  Comparifon.   If  you  fincc  any  rcllifh  in  Difcourfcs 
To  farre  fliort  of  the  force  and  merit  of  yours  j  and  if  you  thinke  they 
may  give  my  Mafters  cf  the  Univerfitie,  any  the  leaft  contentmentj 
I  cari\eft'y  entreate  you,  to  prtfcnt  them  a  Copy  j  and  withall,  my 
bumble  fubcniflion  to  iheir  judgtmenr.  I  know,  this  Societie  is  at  tbi£ 
day  the  fuprcmc  Tribunali  that  Cenfurcs  all  workcs  of  tbe  Braine, 

and 


and  gtv«  Rules  to  all  other  Tribunallsol  Bmcc.   I  neither  doubt 
of  the  fufficicncic  ,  nor  fufpcd  the  incegritie  of  the  Judges  that  prifid* 
there;  Moreover,  I  confcflc  Sir,  it  cculd  ntver  have  a  more  hap- 
pie  Conception,  feeing  your  fcifc  was  the  fiift  that  fpakc  it,  nor  a  more; 
iJluftfious  birth,  feeing  M.  the  Cardinall  was  a  Patron  to  it  5  and 
therefore,  borne  in  Purple ,  as  were  thofc  Piinccs  in  Conftamincplc^ 
whom  I  would  call,  PorfhjrogeneUs ,  if  the  Academic  had  Natura- 
lifed  this  Forreigne  word.  The  honour  it  hath  done  mc,  to  mikc 
meamemberof  their  body ,  without  binding  mc  to  part  from  bencfj 
and  the  place  it  hath  given  mc,  without  cafcing  away  my  liberty,  arc 
two  lingular  favours  I  received  from  it,  both  at  one  time.   And  to  fay 
the  tru:h,  it  is  no  fmall  benefit  to  a  man  of  the  wildcrncflc ,  that  turncs 
hf$  face  fometimes  towards  the  world,  and  is  net  altogether  devcfted 
of  humane  afifcftions ,  that  he  may  injoy  together ,  both  the  repofc 
offolitude,  and  y<t  flatter  his  imagination  with  the  glory  offo  plea=« 
fing  a  Socictie.   This  I  cannot  doe  without  thanking  you  for  fo  great 
a  favour  s  and  if  they  underhand  not  of  my  Refentment  by  your  mouth, 
they  may  have  Juft  cautc  to  condemnc  me  for  one  of  little  Gratiful- 
nefJe.    Lend  mc  ttereforc,  I  befecch  yoa  Sir,  fomc  five  or  fix  words, 
I  wiouU  ask  you  more,but  I  know  they  arc  ofthat  worth,  and  fo  high  iii 
ibiit  account,  that  thefefew  will  bcenoughjnot  onely  to  fatisfie  for  the 
complement  I  owcj  bat  for  the  Oration  alfo,  it  i$  cxpeded  1  (hould 
make  them.  You  will  not,  I  hope,  deny  mc  thctetimony  of  your 
love,  and  I  require  it  of  you  by  the  memory  of  the  other  Obligations  I 
owe  you.   Atq-,  per  incepted  promiffum  mutiw  Umbos :  you  know  my 
jiticaning,  and  that  I  have  a  long  time  bcene,  and  am 


MyLofJ^ 


At  "SalzMc.iSJfiL 
J  6  3  5, 


T6uy,  ^i\ 


To  Monfieui'  de  Bqis  Roberu 

L  1  T  T  S  R  V  L 

SI  R,  I  hearc  y«u  have  beenc  fecnc  at  fariti  from  wbenc«,  I  i6n* 
elude,  you  are  not  at  the  warre  in  flanderto  but  are  content  to 
goe  and  give  k  fpw:  maledtftion  upon  tbc  Frontisrf «  If  you  would 

Ff»      -----  -         awutJiD^ 
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ttcquiintut  wub  the  palTagcs  of  that  Counttey,  youftould  infinitily 
oblige  your  old  friend,  who  feeds  upon  no  cthct  nouiift^mcnc 
but  Nrwc8,  and  takes  no  Newcs  to  hcarc,  kit  thofc  which  conccrnc 
the  King.  He  is  fo  carcfuil  of  the  Reputation  of  bis  Aimes,  that 
he  cannot  abide  his  vidory  fliould  be  Tpoken  of  with  doubting  : 
To  make  him  confefle,  we  have  loft  one  man,  it  is  ncccilaiy  thcic 
(hould  be  foure  Regiments  defeated  ;  and  when  he  is  fpoktn  to , 
of  the  Empetou  s  aydc ,  his  aniwer  is  that  this  is  a  Rcmcdie  to 
be  loo' r  for,  whco  the  contrary  pat  is  dead.  To  make  this  man 
a  Prcfent,  the  Poet  you  wit  of,  made  lately  feme  Vcifes  upon  the 
eftatc  of  affaires  in  Lotrayne  ^  and  arifwcs  anorhcr  Pocc ,  who  had 
written,  that  the  King  would  never  be  able  to  hold  it,  and  that  the 
rellickeof  af^edion,  which  the  Countrcy  beares  to  its  ancient  Duke, 
would  never  (affer  any  familiaritic  or  fricnclhip  to  rtfl  dupon  us. 
The*    ■  that  are  the  Latins  of  this  Gountrey,  would  make 

him  beiieve,  that  he  hath  found  a  meane  betwccnc  the  Charadetof 
C<ttullmy  and  that  oiMmuU,  and  that:  he  bath  avoided  the  drinefTc  and 
har^hncifc  of  the  former  times ,  without  engaging  binfelf^  ii  the 
luxuric  and  intemperance  of  the  latter  times,  With  tkefe  new  Verfcs, 
I  lend  you  the  old  ProCe  you  dcfired,  and  which  hath  lyenfolong 
afleepc  ia  my  Ciofet.  Though  they  be  writings  of  an  old  date,  yet 
you  know,  ^hcy  ae  alwayes  in  feafon  j  and  teeing  they  cntrcatc  of 
the  fovcraigoe  vcrtue,  that  is  ofM.  the  Cavdinall,  they  imrcate  of 
amatre-  ha::  is  immortall,  and  cia  luva  lofe  the  grace  of  bfing 
new.  Tbermcpyla  a.'\d  Piateay  arc  to  this  d^y  the  c -mmon  pbccsof  the 
Grxcia.ns  that  ae  in  the  world}  and  our  remotcll  pnfleri  ie,  which 
fhall  more  quietly  enjoy  the  libours  oi  this  rare  man,  than  wc  doe  > 
(ball  fpcake  mote  oit<:n  ,  and  mo.e  honou  ably  of  them  thm  wc 
doe.  I  believe,  the  Letter  to  Mounlicur  Chifidtt  y  will  not  diflike 
you,  and  that  you  will  findc  fccnething  in  it  woith  your  reading.  1 
had  word  Tent  me  fcom  FArity  that  bis  ftyle  was  too  much  paii^tcd, 
and  too  full  of  Figures  fo.  a  mlicary  ftyle  j  but  you  lliall  fee,  how 
in  prayfing  him  for  the  rcO,  I  juflifie  him  in  this;  and  with  what 
byafTe  I  defend  the  cufe  of  worthy  things.    I   emrcaic  you  to  askc 

him  for  me, the  laft  LibcHs  of :  and  to  d.  liver  them  to-    ^-»to 

bring  tlacm  tome.    You  have  beard  by the  caufe  I  hiycto 

compiaineof  Mounfieur  ^g :  Ddayes  in  fuch  cafes  are  very 

dangerous,  and  if  you  have  not  already  made  an  end  of  the  matter,  i 
fcareme,  the  Scocke  that  was  appointed  for  payir.g  of  mc,  will  goc 
fome  other  way.  Doc  herein  what  you  (hail  chinke  fittcft,  and  I  (hall 
rcmainc, 

.    Sir, 
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Af*fi^<*f<*inf(tlix  nefomnix  hUndatHorHm^ 

Nen  nftmores  Jqutl^i^  Imperitim^  vet  Hi, 
^Hamvu  (^  Tituloj  ^  Nomen  inuttU  ja^es, 

t^MultHi  ^  in  vano  Ca'  ol^^  ore  fontt, 
Carolw  ecct  tterum   7{^eJ}ri  virttite  Cafiti 

CtrJcUit   (jr  lapfa6  luget  Eugcnvu  opeSm 
Vtlfolo  dix  ft  I  at  eft,  cjpta  Oppidn  nntu 

e^r^  ulrto  exfiium  h  ga  dedife  1>ucim, 
AhH^^tJia  htiic  vilu  nim.H-i^  &  negleflafm^i^ 

Nee  tf  It  a  cjHt  tenuity  credidtt  e(fe  fftam, 
Crtdi^it  hfttlesfugitivu^  lir.gjHere  terrat^ 

Sid  ie  q^ii  proprtam  jam  tueatur  axeft,  \ 

IRe  TriumphAta  rediit   qm  viFltr  ah  Alft, 

Et  per  sjuem  plactdn  M'tnc'tHs  err  at  agrid 
llle  fm  natHs  fuven^fuccfti^rerefacfo, 

Nofi  tar.tHm  Pat*t  flftere  Fata  [u<z* 
Curftqueru  Fumo  ?  Vc^rttacur  diltgii  umbram^ 

Ever eq fie  coin  duutafaxa  dcmus  f 
Defere  Ffjfjtudi/upremafdcUdejacenteSf 

Te  vaUdam  &ftantem  Defermrt  tut. 
Prima  mah  pattens  atqne  inter  Gallica  pridem 

Fulmina  ^  ArUoas  non  bene  tnta  minas  : 
Tandem  pone  aftimos,  ac  NoHra  affuefce  vocarl 

Nifactas,  Cecinit  qua,  mihi  Ph^zbus^  habe. 
Alternis  vertet  ti  (^  elta  &  Teuto  ruinU, 
E  t  nifi  Pars  uni  #j,  Prada  dnobfts  eru% 


To  Monficor  FavereaM,  Councellonr  of  the         ^ 
King  in  his  Court  of  Ajdes* 
Lit  T  1  n   VII. 

SI K,   He  whofe  Vcrfes   you  commended ,  belierei  upon   yoM 
word ,  thac  He  is  a  aui  Poec :    but  I  toW  him,  ihac  youc  irords 


.^ 
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arcalwaycs  faVpurable,  and  that  he  fhould  not  flatter  himfclfc  with 
an  approbation  which  yoa  never  denyci  to  any.  He  hath,  fincetbar, 
fhewcd  mc  otbeiJ  Vcrfcs,  which  he  mailc  for  M.  the  Gardinallj  ancj 
smrtatcfil  mc,  to  (hew  you  Tome  of  the  pl^Kcs  which  I  thought  the  moil 
accomplirtiedj  but  upon  this  condition  Sir>  ihat  at  Icaftfor  this  once, 
ybaihallbc  a  confcion^ible  Judgf,  and  di all  tell  us  upon  your  Qiik, 
whether  you  thinkc  this  good  or  that  baci  ; 

^idrefer^m  Oceanum  tihi  ne  vkUntior  ohjlet 

OblitPtrnfolitHsfegnih  tjfe  vices,  ? 
JEt  tua  ioncordesftluiffe  adClaJfica  ventos, 

Stir  get  §t  ut  tacit  0  machi»afi:ifa  mart. 
Mjich^yja  ^ttam  vaftos  gens  [era  tptlijfe  Gigantes 

Credat  in  Mqmrei  Carula  regna  fovid. 
<^id  referam  (^aptoi  primii  ruworihm  arces, 

Cfiflra^  nec  faciimffijiinwffe  luam  f 
Ntmpi  aliquid  ccslcfie  tihi  eft,  quod  cnrMa  vtYitittir^ 

Prd/ente/qtie  trahiifemper  adarmaDeos^ 
2^on  hojiem  timuere  koHeSyfedfudice  vifc, 

Hortuit  ad  certam  paUidA  turba  necem : 
Sipugn44victjfeparumeft,  &Co 

pernU  fit  adfubitum  confpeEli  mHricis  igntm 

D/pyejfum  attoSat  Tanloenopaa  Caput; 
^<z  quendam  vim  paffafernrnqtie  txofa  cubiie, 

Gejht  in  antiques  C^ftra  redire  thoros, 
Non  ammumfoedi  amflexfu^fosda  ofcula  muttnt"^ 

Sedp  i^rinyi^io  dur at  amor e  fides. 
P  qmties  fnperos  Mortem  Aianejqtie  rogavit^ 

Dnm fuget  £t  pa(fn6  Afaftrc/f^psrbe^tucs. 
P  qtioties  volpstt  ^i  vel  in  aquore  rtipes  I 

jt-rnfirarivf  tua6  aquoru  wda  manta  I 
Fata  obftant,  acmsuuwqfie  impor>unt  mutt  a  qtitrtntl 

^Hgruvior  Stcnliu  nofifuie  ante  (jf clops, 
^m  ilipibw  diri* ,  qm  fanguine  vcfcttttr  atro, 

^iformofa  laf.rap^lltiitoralttem 
<^t  ffirto,non  Marte  pQtens^  &c. 


Dei  A  L'Z  A  G.  8y 

Hla  pldcidis  Dons  Teilnr.im  AmpleBitur  ulnis, 

AcUvittr  fummat  Ungtiiciamulcet  aquas t 
LittHi  Amore  CAletfolo,cui  Myrteajtha, 

Sufficit  &  virLfs  Citria  filva  coma4. 
^uo  dulce  J  Zephyr  orum  a>nmai  fragrantibus  um^ 

Afifcet,  ^  Amlprofio  tiyigtt  odore  VennSy  {^bru 
Exulhjemsftigit  tnjcopulos,  ubi  inollm  tantiitn 

Frigora,  C^  aftivM  ^ujfa  far  are  nives. 
Cater  a  (jHidmtmorem  ?  tenertdsmHS  aureaverii. 

Hie  micat,  ceternts  Oru  heata  rofs, 
T^cfleriles  ofientat  opes,  fed  Prtcfide  *Baccho^ 

Luxuriant  plerto  Flora  Cerefsjue  ftnu. 
Ft  dubitat  tanta  Ludovix  accedere  doti^ 

HeHoreid  Ludovix  jam  quoque  major  avU  / 
Et  Nymphs  ingenuos  mortentis  defpicit  ignes, 

7{jc  mtmor  efl  alter  qu^m  premit  e(fe/uam  ? 
Rumpe  moras  Armande,  h<tc  pars  pulcherrima  rerum 

Te  vocat^  ^fegnes  incrtpat  ufque  moroff 
Parthenepe  te  wajla  votat  &c. 


I  hare  fome  conceit ,  this  laft  Defcrfption  will  not  diflike  you, 
and  having  heard  fay  ,  as  well  as  I,  thac  chc  Kingdome  of  Hifks  is  a 
paradifc  inhabited  by  DevilU  j  you  will  finde  feme  rclli(h  in  the 
fiftion  of  the  pcrfecuted  Nymphe ,  and  not  be  troubled  with  the  En- 
comiums which  our  Friend  aflfords  \hz  Spiny  iris.  Naturally  he  doth 
not  much  love  them  j  but  lince  the  warre  hath  bcene  proclaimed ,  and 
that  all  traffique  with  them  is  forbidden,  now  his  nature  is  turned 
into  Rcafon,  and  now  he  faith.  He  (hould  not  thinke  ^himfdfe  a  true 
Vrtnth-mariy  or  a  good  Citizen,  if  he  fhould  hold  intelligence,  fo  much 
as  with  SentcA  j  much  lefle  (as  you  may  perceive  by  the  Charadet 
of  his  phrafe)  with  LucMi  whom  Scdigcr  hath  handled  fo  hardly, 
or  with  another  of  that  Countrey,  of  whom  he  is  continually  repeating 
thcfc  words,  which  I  thinkc  lit  to  let  you  heare :  HifpAiti  Toeta  &>  Ho* 
tmni  fetmonk  EUgdntum  conuminirunt ,  ^  cum  inflttum  quoiiim  (it 
tumidum  ,  tp*  Gcntis  fua  mcribta  longruent  inveni^mt  Ontienk  gtnm, 
nvcrttruntExempiofuocteterof  d  re^i  tlUyt^  in  qt^  pracipua  Poeurunt 
fu  Uui  eft,  imitixlont  nttura,  Ittquefcr^po/l  Auguftitempora,  ut  quif- 
que  maxime  verfum  tnfiiveratj  fementUm  muxM  eonterfeuti  eo  denique 

F  i   4  moio 
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modolOiUtUffueritf  ^nonerno  feriofohet  loqu'i,  itiinpyttio  hiberi(£piii^ 
;^inaiAm  fucatus  iUe  ^kndor ,  (^  adulterina  Elfqut%tU  jpecies ,  htf 
n&nnuUorum  qui  vene  EUquertiee  gudum  noti  b*ban  y  occxavH  tnmos^ 
ut  bis  quoque  tcmporihur  extiterim  HijpAni  Tttfo,  quorum  dlttr  Lit' 
cavum  VirgtVoy  alnr  MxrtixUm  (^^atuUo,  atitiponere  vcritus  non  eji* 
.Quorum  ab  mroqut  in  dtjjintie,  0"  fiquis  V«us  potcfiitem  mibi  c^t 
tmcmquff faciit  fire  Y-li  kc  by  this,  tba:  the  Spaniards  baye  marred  all 
in  the  world,  and  have  alwaycs  beene  the  corrupters  of  all  gooci 
things.  It  i<  no!:  ibc  Politicks  oncly,  th:»t  tVicy  have  fpoilcdj  making 
it  an  Art  of  wickedntfTe,  and  a  fciencc  of  Piracte  j  but  they  hive  done 
as  much  hurt  to  Qihcr  inferiour  knovsledgtSjand  have  dealt  no  kindlier 
wi:h  chc  fervants,  than  wjth  ihc  Miftris.  Ic  is  ihey  that  brought  in  the 
fiifthajrcfKi  and  ihe  fi  ft  qovelcifs  in  the  Latin  Eloquence.  It  J5 
they  that  have  pic  r -quarrels  with  (JVcero  and  Virpll '^  thac  have  m:»d€ 
Boo'cs  with  nothing  but  Aiuitheres, — — as  one  fhnald  make  Fcifts 
wih  nothing  bat  Sale  and  Vjneger.  I  make  you  report  of  a  Poecs  opi- 
nion, who  requires  you  $  upon  th.e  fragments  I  fend  you,  where  his 
dcfircis,  to  comers  necrc  as  might  be  to  that  ancient  grace,  which 
ivas  to  be  feene  in  the  Romiv.t  vvritings,till  f  '.cb  time  as  the  plaftcr  and 
dawbings  of  the  Spmdrdi,  had  mir  cJ  their  purity.  I  intieat  you  to 
fend  him  yoUr  juigcmcnt  of  it  5  and  in  chc  igeanc  time,  will  aifu  c  yo'J  j 
ihat  he  is  as  much  as  I  can  bc^ 

Sir. 
A<  Baltic,  iScptemh. 

1  ^  3  5»  Jcur^^c. 


Another  to  hirn. 

Letter   IIIV. 

CT  R,  I  am  your  vexation  in  ordinary,  and  becaufe  you  have  not 
njcaed  ppyfiift  ionp  rtunitics,  you  hive  given  me  encouragement 
to  Continue  tbem  ft  ill.  H  that  brings  you  this  Letter,  believes  that  ray 
commendarion  would  doc  him  no  hurt  virith  you  >  and  I  believe  fo 
r^o  5  and  f.cing  his  inrerefts  arc  very  deare  unto  me,  I  earneftly 
iurrcatyou,  co  kc  him  fiadethat  oUr  common  bclicfc  is  not  ill  groun- 
ded. The  favouis  you  doc  m'3  arc  fo  much  the  more  pure,  in  that  they 

'•okc 
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lookcfcrno  rcquitall,  and  tbac  you  have  no  friends  that  have  fairs  ac 
3i/!^ie  You  therefote  any  vvorkc,  as  yoqr  cuftomc  is,  by  the  onely 
moaoDs  of  your  vcrtue  j  and  as  ic  is  He ,  you  fliould  be  more  amkirious 
than  I,  fo  you  muft  be  content,  to  leave  me  all  the  profit  of  our  fricnd- 
fhip,  and  Kccpefor  your  fclfc  all  cbc  gloiy.  I  cxpcd  an  anrvvcr  ou:  of 
HoQar.d,  where,  I  doubt  not,  but  your  wcrkc  is  in  high  cftccme,  as 
vveil  for  ihc  meric  of  tbe  maticr,  as  for  the  excellcncie  of  the  former, 
I  oicane,  as  well  fur  thuit  is  the  Produdicn  of  a  jrcar  Poet,  as  for 
that  ^c  is  the  aftion  of  a  good  Citizen  As  foone  as  I  hcare  newes  froih 
ihcnice,  1  will  acquaint  you  with  ic,  and  incrcace  this  favouc  f rom  yo«> 
thit  you  will  believe  1  paflionatclic  am, 

Sir, 
At  XilnCy  I  o  fup.i, 
15  5  J. 


To  Monnfieur  girard  Secretary  to  M.  the 
Duke  B'Efpernon, 


L  E  T  T  E   R  IX. 


SI  R,  your  bfV  Letters  have  exceedingly  comforted  me,  and  you 
h.ivc  iuch  things  forme,  that  ihty  mike  mc  forget  full  of  all  my 
inifcrics.  With  fuch  a  fricpdihip,:  I  can  inockc  ac  ill  fortune,  and 
it  mrik^s  me tafle  contentments,  which  good  fortune  knowes  not  of. 
Ici?  true,  that  your  abfcncc  is  aperptcuail  cooling  Card  to  my  joyj 
and  poiieffing  you  but  in  Ipirir,  it  requires  a  very  ftrong  imagination, 
;to  dcfire  noLhing  elfe.  Sh.ill  we  never  come  to  be  Citizens  ofone 
City  ?  Never  to  be  Hermits  in  tbe  fame  Dcfart  ?  Shall  my  Counfayle 
be  alwaycs  twenty  mylcs  from  me  ?  and  mufti  be  alwaycs  forced  to 
palfc  iwo  Seas  to  fetch  it  when  I  need  it  ?  I  hope  your  jufticc  will  doe 
mereafon^and  that  Heaven  will  at  laft  hearc  the  moft  ardent  of  all 
|iny  prayers  j  but  in  the  meane  time,  whilft  1  flay  waiting  for  fo  pcrfefi: 
a  contentment,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  of  it  now  and  then,  fomc 
little  tatte  :  if  it  be  not  iji  your  power  to  give  yourfelfes  at  leaftlcnd 
your  ftlfe  for  fome  few  dayes ,  and  come  and  fit  as  fupreane  Pccfidcnc, 
over  both  my  Fremb,  and  Latin.  I  promife  you,  I  will  acTcr  appcale 

frooj 
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from  you  to  any  other  5  oncly  for  this  once,  give  meleive  to  tell  ycM* 
ihac  the  word  LuioviXy  which  you  blame  as  too  new,  feemes  to  Ac 
a  more  Poeticall  and  pleafmj  word ,  than  either  the  Aloyfta  of  the 
JtilUnSj  or  our  Luiovicus  5  and  bcfidcs ,  1 1  favours  of  the  Antiquity 
of  our  Nation  5  and  of  the  firft  language  of  the  GsuUt  j  wirncffe  thefe 
words,  Amhmix,  tpvrtiwix,  Orgttorhti  Vercingetorix,  &c.  In  which 
you  fee  the  Analogic  to  be  plaine  ;  yet  more  than  this,  I  have  an  An- 
ihority,  which  I  am  fure,  you  will  make  no  difficultic  to  allow :  yoo 
{now  Monficur  Guyet ,  is  a  great  Mafter  in  this  Art ,  but  perhaps 
you  know  not  that  he  hath  ufcd  this  very  word  Ludovlx,  before  I  ufcd 
it  5  for  I  tooke  it  from  thefe  excellent  Verfcs  of  his : 
Stn  tulit  hoe  Luiovixt  jaliipHtr  icer  ib  in, 

Etpitria  ufumft  vidcamui,  tit' 

Vox  tthcr  matters  Sir,  you  may  adde  to  that  which  was  laft  allei- 
gedinthecaufeofMadamt/OMfWy,  this  paflfage  out  of  the  divine  Jr- 
rttfdlem,  where  Midin  calls  Qorinii  the  Inteiccffour  of  Sopbroniti  and 
of  her  lover, 

mhbian  viu  Ki§>ofe  ^  Uhemde, 

E  StiUa  A  unto  Innneffor  f  mghi 

I  kiflc  the  hands  of  that  faire  creature  you  love  ,  and  am  withall  my 

foule, 

Str, 

At  Bihic,  loSeptmb* 


To  my  Lord  the  Earl  of  Port. 
Letter  X. 

SIR,!  have  received  a  letter  from  you  fmce  your  being  in  EngUnit 
but  not  being  able  to  read  the  Gcmlcmans  hand  that  (ent  it  to  mci 
for  want  of  a  decipherer,  I  have  been  forced  to  be  uncivill  till  now, 
and  have  therefore  not  anfwered  you  5  bccaufe  indeed  I  knew  not 
whom  to  anfwcr  :  buc  now,  that  this  Gentleman  (whofe  name  is  a  my- 
fterie  in  his  letters)  is  by  good  fortune,  come  againe  into  this  countrey, 
I  can  by  no  meanes  fufFcr  him  to  part  without  fomc  tcftimony  of  the 
account  I  makeof  your  favour,  and  the  dcfirc  I  have  to  prefcrveir, 
by  all  the  pofliblc  meanes  I  can.  I  will  make  you  Sir,  no  ftudied 
ProteftatioDs,  nor  fend  cotnplcmcnts  to  a  man  that  is  borne  in  the 
Countrey  of  good  words  5  I  will  oncly  fay,  there  a'C  many  rcfpcds 
that  make  your  perfondear  unco  me;  and  chat  befidcs  the  confidciatien^  1 

of 
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of  your  vcrtuc ,  which  gives  mc  juft  caufc  to  honour  you,  that  alfo 
of  the  name  you  bcare ,  and  of  the  rankc  you  hold,  arc  things  that 
exceed  the  value  of  indifFcrcncie.  I  love  all  them  that  love  Fr<w«,  and 
wilh  well  CO  our  great  Prince,  of  whom  in  truth,  I  have  heark  you 
fpcake Co  wonhily,  that  as  often  as  I  remember  it,  it  ftirres  me  up 
to  doing  my  duty,  and  to  profit  by  fo  good  an  example.  If  it  had 
been  feconded  in  Inly,  we  Ihould  have  feene  all  we  could  have  hoped* 
Bttt  God  himfelfe  favcs  none  but  fuch  as  contribute  themfclves  totheic 
falvation.  Saguntnm  was  taken  while  the  Senatours  were  deliberating  : 
and  a  wircdomc  thn  is  too  fcrupulous,  commonly  doth  nothing  tot 
feare  of  doing  ill.  The  moft  ^xxi9HtdiAni  arcthemfelvesthe  work- 
men, to  make  their  owne  fetters  :  they  lend  the  Spinmi  their  blood 
and  their  hands,  to  make  a  flave  of  their  coumrey,  and  are  the  parri- 
cides of  their  mothcr,of  whom  they  might  have  been  the  redeemers. But 
of  all  this ,  we  fhill  calkc  more  at  PAru^  if  you  come  thither  this  Winter, 
as  I  am  put  in  hope  you  will.  In  the  meane  time  doe  mc  the  honour 
to  let  me  have  your  love,  and  to  believe  me,  there  h  none  in  the  world 
more  truly  than  I, 

Sir^        \ 
At  BtliiCy  10  Sipu 


To  my  Lord  the  Biftiop  of  Nantes. 

L  E  T  T  E  R.  XI. 

Jy]  Y  Lord,  the  joy  I  rake  in  the  recoveric  of  your  health,  is  not  yet 
To  pure,  but  that  it  alwayes  reprefents  unto  me  a  terrible  Image  of 
your  iaft  licl<neiTe.  The  imagination  of  a  danger,  though  paft  and 
gone,  yet  makes  my  memorie  afraid,  and  I  lookc  upon  it  rather  ill 
iafety,  than  with  afTurance.  We  miffed  the  lofing  you  butvety  nar- 
rowly :  and  you  were  upon  the  poynt  to  leave  us  Orphans,  I  fpcake 
it  ferioufly,  and  without  any  flattery  ac  all,  all  the  viftorics  we  have 
g«tten,  or  fhall  get ,  would  never  be  able  to  make  us  amends  for  fuch  a 
loffe  :  you  wouldd  have  made  ourconqucfl  lurnc  to  mourning:  M. 
fhc  Cardinall  would  have  found  fomething  to  complaine  of  in  his 
great  felicitie,  and  would  hav?  watrcd  his  triumph  with  his  teais.  Let 
it  not  be  Gods  will  to  lay  this  crofle  upon  our  time  :  and  if  ir  ke  a 
^rolTc  inevitable ,  yet  let  it  be  deferred  to  ©ur  pofteritic.  It  ii  ncccffary 

ihc 


^0  The  Letters  ofMonfienr 

the  Fh»nix  fhould  live  out  her  a^c,  anJ  that  the  world  (Iiould  be  allow- 
ed time  for  enjoying  the  pofl'cfiion  of  fo  profitable  and  fwect  a  life  as 
yours.  ItisiruCjthe  world  is  no:  ^vorthy  of  you5  but,  my  Lord,  the 
world  hath  need  of  you  :  your  vcrcue  indeed  fliould  long  fince  have  been 
cr.owned,  but  that  your  example  is  ftill  neceffary :  and  the  more  bap- 
pic  ones  there  be  in  heaven,  the  fewer  honeft  ones  will  be  left  upon 
earth.  Love  therefore  your  felfe  a  little  for  our  fakes  5  begin  now  at 
laft  to  ftudie  your  hcalcb,  which  hitherto  you  have  neglcAed,  and 
jjfiakc  a  difference  hereafter  betweene  cold  and  heate,  betwecne  good 
and  bad  aire  j  betweene  mcates  that  are  fwcet ,  and  tho(<  that  are 
bitter.  Though  you  tafee  no  care  of  your  health  for  your  own  fake ,  yec 
you  mufl  take  care  of  it  for  the  common  good  :  For,  1  bcfcecb  you  my 
Lord,  tell  me,  what  fhould  become  of  the  caufe  of  the  poore  ?  what 
of  the  dcfolation  of  widdowes  ?  what  of  the  innocencie  of  men  op- 
prclTed?  I  rpeakc  not  of  the  hope  of  fuchas  hope  for  preferment  by 
you  :  for  though  I  write  you  my  Father,  and  call  vou  Monfiey,'-  ■  — 
yet  I  am  none  of  that  number  I  defire  nothing  from  you  at  this 
time,  but  that  which  you  may  give  me  without  asking  it  ©f  another  j 
your  love  and  good  will  is  the  onely  objcft  of  my  prefenr  paffi  >n.  I 
renounce  with  all  my  heart,  all  other  things  in  the  world,  fo  I  may 
kecpe  but  this,  and  fhall  never  cojnplatne  of  my  (hipwracke,  if  |t  leave 
me  fo  folii  a  plankc  as  this  to  reft  upon.  Be  pleafeu  to  doe  mc  the  ho- 
nour to  believe  it,  and  that  I  am  with  all  my  foule. 

My  tori. 
At  Bif^ic^  I J  fune. 

I  63  J.  Tour^tStt 


To  Monfieur    Senne,  Thcologtll   of 
the  Church    of  Saints. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  XIL 


C|  I  R,  I  have  been  in  (xtafic  to  heare  of  your  health,  and  tbatyoii 
*^  keepe  y©ur  body  in  that  eafonablc  fulneflc  of  fle£h,  which  con- 
tributes fomcching  to  your  gravity,  and  addcs  nothing  to  your  weight. 
I  would  not  wiili  you  to  feeke  to  abate  it,  nor  long  to  be  like  the 
dry  and  cawnie  skinncs  of  the  firft  Chriftians.   for  all  TtrtuUung 

laying, 
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frying,  all  faints  nave  not  bccrie  Jeane  and  mdancholick.  The  la* 
ihatwc  bare  ^cnc,wcrcoi  your  colour  andftaturej  and  you  docaa 
honour  to  Divinity,  to  preach  it  with  a  bright  vifare ,  re- 
prefcnting  in  fomcfort  the  ftircof  future  glory  you   fpcalie   of   to 

the  people.     Monhcur  dc  .- made  me  foricha  defcrN 

ptionof  your  heaich,  that  }  could  not  cboofc  but  begin  my  letter 
WKh  this  complcmcBL     I  have  fccn  fincc  MonCeur  de  _ 

who  delivered  me  one  from  you,  and  with  it  our  friends  booke,  for 
which  I  think  you  with   all   my  heart.     I  have   yet    perufcd  oaely 
feme  Trads,   which  int.ucb  (eem  very  learned,    and  areas  iotelli- 
pbic  as  the  obfcurKv  of  the  matter  would  wcli  beare.     It  ii  true,  the 
Title  deemed  me;  and  feeing  you  will  have  mr  fpcakc  freely  what 
J  tbinke,  I  muft  tell  you,  I  thinke  they  are  nothir.g  o^k  ttan  O.  ation?, 
and    that    they  are   ficter  to  be  read  upon  a  Joyn-ftook,  than  pro- 
nounced at  a  Tribunal.     I  had    thought  to  have    tound    in  tb.m 
the  perrwafivc  monvcs  of  Oratou  s.  in  the  nigheft  firaine  of  chcir  ^ile, 
andlhndenothingbutthcdiycdod.inc  of  PhiloLi  h.  s,  and  of  them 
neihcr,  nothing  buc  the  ordinary  language   of  their  pro.^pts;  that 
itmakcimecbinkoftbefencwCompanicsofSouIdiers  whick  are  levi- 
ed under  tbe  name  of  Horfe,  but  aie  put  to  fcrve  en  foot,  when  they 
cometo  the  Armic.    I  iay  nor,  ft  is  n-  ccflary  to  handle  Schoole  quefti' 
ons  with  all  the  pompeaod  force  of  eloquence,  jt  ontly  fay^thitfuch 
difcoules  ought  not  to  (recalled  Panrgiricks,  or  O  itions,  and  that 
there  IS  either  c.aft  or  raftnelfe  in  this  proud    infcnpticn,  which 
promirahmoicthanaPbiloropbercanperfome.    (;;i:cr(^condemnesic 
of  impropriety,  as  you  (hall  fee  at  the  end  of  this  Letter  3  and  you  can- 
not but  confcfTc  unto  me,  that  our  friend  hath  miitaken  himfelre  tW9 
wayes:    F.rft,to  believe  fee  ought  to  play  thr  OVatour  in  Divinityi 
And  fecondly,  to  imagine,  that  to  make  Orations  with  fucceffe  ,  he 
neede  but  draw  forth  fome  Exordiums  out  of  Pluitr.bs  lives,  and  to 
allcdge  the  fo  famous  Buaphalxs,  that  was  broken  by  uilcxMder  the 
great.    Thcfe  are  Ornaments  fo  vulgar  and  fo  ftale,  that  to  ufe  them 
ll.cL'  '^"'^"  ^^^'^  of  ClownifhnefTc,   thaa  of  ncatneifc. 
When  fafhions  are  left  oft^in  the  City,  they  are  then  taken  ap  in  the 
Country;    and  there  are  none  now  but  poorc   Gcmlemcn,thac  will 
""'Va^^r  thema/Ticft  (ilver  lace,  when  ic  is  once  f^^terd,  or  the 
richeit  Plufti,  when  it  is  once  growne  thred-bare.  Both  the  one  and 
the  other  have  been  in  fafhion,  but  they  are  aot  fo  now.  Tbcy  wei« 
heretofore  novelties,  but  arc  now  but  Rellicks.     The  firft  comparifcn 
that  was  made  of  the  burning  of  Diar.aes  Temple,  was  excellent :  all 
other  fince  have  beene  but  idle.   And  it  is  not  enough,  that  the  Tpring 
trom  whence  water  is  drawne,  be  it  felfecleare,  but  to  draw  that  which 
«  c.eaie,  «  is  ncccifaric  alfo  that  La^rndreiTcs  and  PaiTcagers  hare  not 

troubici 
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troubled  it,  I  mate  no  doubc  Sir,  but  that  which  you  Will  (hew  mci 
(hall  be  very  choyce  and  pcrfeft.  You  arc  I  knovr,  of  too  dainty  a 
ttlbctob:  contented  with  every  fawce.  I  at»  very  impatient  till  1  lee 
tboCe  rare  pro^luftions :  and  1  (hould  ere  this  have  fcenc  them,  but 
th»t  your  promifcs  are  as  deceitfull  as  the  Titles  of  your  Booke ;  which 
notwithftandinjis  .therwife  full  of  eic.Ucnt  difcourfc,  and  profound 
Itnowlcdte.  It  is  now  foure  moncths  that  I  have  waited  for  you,  and 
you  have  ftiU  continued  to  wrong  mr,  in  continuing  to  btcake  your 
word :  yet  as  much  wronjed  as  I  am,  1  leave  not  to  be, 


Sift 
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The  Opinion  of  OWo  concerning  the  ftile  which  Phlafo- 
phers  ufs  in  their  Writings, 

LOauHKMr  rPhilofophi  cumdoBk,  quorum  fidare  ammos 
mdmt,  mamimtare.  Si^mdcm  de  rebm  pasatuMcmt- 
nimiturbuUntt^  docendicaufa,  non  capien^i  lo^uuntfir,  ut  m 
.oipfi.  ^tiod  ddeaationtm  dicjmm  dicendo  mcnftntwr.flm 
nonLoilciuam  mcejfe fit, facer e  videantur.M  ergo^e^ 
rum  or  Jo  &  umb^atM  neque  nervoi  &  acfsleos  oratortos 
hdeu  Necfentifitijsefi,  nee  verbis  injiruH a  poptiUrthtu,  nee 
iuna^mmris,  fed  foluta  Uberins.  NMiratum  habetnM 
Ccx^nmmM:  n.hiUfiutum;€afi..  '^erecUn^^.  --^ 

dicitur.  ^anquam  enm  omnic  locutio  orAtto  eft  ;  tamen  umui 
$ratmu  Umio  hoc  proprio  fignata  nomme  eft. 


L  B  T  T  E  R  XIIIo 


TW    mv  oerfectttion  (hbuld  be  fwecte  untorac,  if  in  fuffcring  i6>; ! 
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infuppofcable  j  and  it  were  as  good  for  mc  to  joc  and  be  killed  in  the 
place  where  you  arc,  as  to  come  hither  and  iic  with  languirtiinj.  Being 
here  againft  my  minde,  1  finde  nothinj  that  pleafcth  mc ;  and  the 
objedf  which  1  beheld  before,  as  the  riches  of  Nature,  I  cannot  now 
looke  upon  but  wiih  horrour,  and  count  them  but  as  the  moveables 
of  a  Prifon.  I  figh  continually  after  your  Cabinet ,  which  hath  (o 
often  ferved  (or  a  haven  to  my  tolfcd  fpirit  i  and  from  whence  t  have 
fo  often  fercht  Armes  and  courage  to  defend  mc  againft  Fortune.  I 
am  not  ovk  of  hope  to  fee  it  once  againe,  and  to  (it  me  downe  in  that 
greene  cbaire,  whc  e  you  know  I  have  ufed  to  be  infpired,  and  foretell 
things  to  come,  as  Stbil  did  from  her  Tryvtt.  In  the  meanc  time  I 
muft  let  the  unhappy  conftellation  paife  away  j  and  muft  give  place 
to  the  cholcref  heaven.  So  long  Sir,  as  you  vouchfafe  to  remrmber 
me,  and  to  hold  me  in  the  favour  of  Meffieuri  iu  Fuj ,  I  (hail  not 
want  a  good  portion  of  confolation.  Thefc  arc  perfons  that  without 
wearing  purple,  or  bearing  office,  arc  yet  illuftriousaad  in  Authority, 
at  leaft  in  the  rcafonable  world,  and  amongft  men,  that  can  rightly 
judge  of  things.  No  imploymcnt  is  fo  hoaourablc  as  their  Leiuirc  t 
no  ambition  fo  worthily  at  worke,  as  their  vertuc  takes  it  reft.  You 
(hall  doe  me  a  fingular  favour,  to  let  them  know  from  me,  in  how 
great  reverence  I  hold  them  both ;  and  that  never  man  entred  the  Gal- 
lery of  Moundeur  dc  Thouy  better  perfwaded  than  I  am,  of  their  incom- 
parable merit.  I  will  fomctimes  txped  to  hcare  from  youj  and  will 
alwayes  be  with  all  my  heart, 

At  ^al^scy  }. 


To  Monficur  de  Brje, 

L  1  T  T  B  n    XIV. 

O I  R,  My  deare  Coulin,  I  have  received  three  of  your  Letters,  with^ 
in  thefc  foure  moncths  :  the  gihcr  you  fpeake  of,  are  not  yet  come 
to  my  hands,  of  which  lolTc  I  am  very  fen(ible  :  for  being  deprived  of 
your  converfation.  I  cannot  but  exceedingly  efteeme  of  that,  which 
rcprefents  it  to  me.  I  have  oftentimes  told  you,  that  you  are  naturally 
eloquent  i  but  yet  I  muft  ionfeffe  you  have  gotten  new  graces,  by 
being  in  CmrQt$[co\xviiity ,  and  the  Aire  of  Rome  fecmesto  have  purged 
your  fpirit,  of  all  vulgar  con«its.  Monficur  rfc^— -'is  in  this  of 
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my  opinion:  and  you  hive  written  to  us  fiich  cxcellenc  things,  tfait 
tfaey  were  able  to  comfo-t  u?  for  your  abfence,  if  we  loved  y©u  but  a" 
little  j  bu:  in  truth,  no  Copy  can  be  fo  good,  as  the  Originall ;  and  if 
you  Come  not  backe  very  fliortly ,  I  could  finde  in  my  heart,  to  goc  a$ 
farre  as  tiovum  to  have  yonr  company.  Your  lad  Lcccep  renucs  in  me 
my  old  love$,  and  makes  me  with  To  much  pleafure,  remember  ibe 
fwceteft  part  of  the  earth,  that  I  even  die  with  longing  ,  tiM  I  fee  k 
againe.  It  is  a  long  time  that  Itdy  bath  had  my  heart,  and  that  I  figh 
after  that  happy  cowarjifc  with  which  the  valiant  reproach  the 
wife.  If  I  could  have  'ived ,  as  I  would  my  fife,  I  had  becne:! 
citixcn  of  Rome  ever  fmce  the  yearc  1^20  And  Hiould  novir 
injoy  that  happineflc  in  poiTefii  m  whfch  you  but  onely  make  me 
fee  in  Pidure,  but  my  iil  fortune  would  no:  lufFcr  mc  ;  Ihe  kcepes  me 
in  Fnucty  to  be  a  continiiali  objed  of  perfccu  ion  :  anci  though  re  be 
now  foure  ycares  (ince  I  left  the  world,  and  lofl  the  ufe  of  ray  tongue  5 
yet  hatred  and  cnrie  follow  m^  in  to  the  woods  to  trouble  my  (ilence  5 
and  purfue  me  even  in  Denncs  and  Caves.  1  muft  therefce  be  fainc  to 
goe  beyond  the  j^lpei  to  feeke  a  fanduary, where  I  (hall  be  fare  to  finde, 
atleaft  ray  old  comforter,  who  will  bepleafed  to  believe,  that  I  am' 
more  than  any  other  in  the  wor!d> 

Sir, 
A 1 2i/^if ,  T  o;  joury  moft  hum' 


To  Mounfieur  de  SUhon, 
Letter  XVI. 

Ct  R,  I  have  word  font  me  from  FArU^  that  you  m.ifcc  complaints' 
aginftme:  bae  being  well  afiured,  you  hive  nojuflcaufe,  1  imai< 
gine,  it  is  not  done  in  carncft^  but  that  you  rake  plcafureto  give  me  i 
falfc  Alarm.  Yet  I  mail  confeffe,  this  cooliog  word,  I  hearefpoken, 
puts  me  to  no  little  paine  :  for  though  it  make  mc  not  doubc  of  the  firm' 
ncffe  of  your  afFedion,  yet  it  makes  me  miftruft  the  malice  of  my  For- 
tune. I  have  bcenc  for  fomc  time  To  unfortunate  in  fiiendftiip  ;'  that  it 
fcemcs  there  needcs  nothing  but  pretences  to  ridde  me  of  them  5  the 
fweeteft  natures  grow  foure  and  bitter  againft  m: ;  and  if  this  fit  bold,  \ 
(hall  have  much  adoe  to '^eep:  myowne  brotbtr  of  my  tide.  I  would 
like  as  well,  to  be  a  keeper  of  the  Lyons,  as  of  fucb  harOi  friends  >  for 
though  I  were  more  faithfull  than  *T;'/<iej  and  lAcitcs  put  together  inj 
yet  they  would, finde mauec  of  difc^jnuatmcju  j  and  my  fidelity  Qiould^ 

bcl  J 
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be  called  diflinulation.  I  canno:  bdicyc  that  you  arc  odhU  number  i 
butifyoubc,  itisiimc  foi:  mcco  goc  bide  my  felfc  in  the  defartsol 
Tbebuii  and  never  feck  converfatioa  wich  men  any  more.  It  is  my 
gtiefe  and  indignation  that  vtricc  thcfc  laft  words;  for  my  patience  is 
moTcd  with  the  confidcration  of  the  wrong  is  done  me:  and  if  you 
(hould  deaie  as  hardly  with  me  as  others  have  done,  it  were  fie  I  (hould 
refolve  to  live  Co  longer  in  a  world,  where  goodicflc  and  innocency  arc 
fo  cruelly  pcrfecuted.  Thefe  Hxe  inonctbs  I  have  received  .from  you  but 
oncly  one  Letter,  to  which  I  made  ho  anTwer^  becaufe  it  was  delivered 
mcbminijpri/:  at  which  time,  you  fenc  mc  word  you  (liould  be  if^ 
tranct^  Since  therefore  by  your  owne  account,  you  were  gone  from 
thenccjbcfore  the  time  I  could  write  unto  yon,  would  you,I  fliould  have 
written  inco  ItAly  to  Monfieur  dt  Silbin^  that  was  not  there  ?  And  thac 
i  ftiouid  have  dircftcd  my  Letters  to  a  name,  without  cither  bands  oc 
tycs  to  receive  and  read  thim  ?  You  arc  too  wife  to  deale  (q  unrtaftj- 
nablywiihme,  and  F  Ihould  ciU  your  former  juftice  in  quvftion,  if 
you  taVcitill,  thatidid  not  guclTe,  or  rather  p: op heiie  of  theiliyojf 
yout  voyage :  and  yet  after  a  fcrupuloos  examination  of  my  confcicnce, 
lean  find*  no  oihct  ground  for  your  complaincSj  but  onely  this,  and! 
am  aOiamcd  to  charge  fo  (trong  a  fpirit  as  youri>  with  f«  weak  a  con- 
ceit: Imuft  havehid  adevillat  command  to  fend  of  my  errands,  and 
to  deliver  you  my  Letters,  being  fo  uiict  r.ainc  as  I  was,  of  the  place  of 
your  abode,  and  int.  u  h,if  I  had  had  fucb  amcffenger,  I  had  fooner 
thanked  you,  than  I  doc,  for  ycur  excJlcnt  difcourferand  Ihould  not  all 
this  while,  have  kept  Mithin  the  fecret  of  my  heart,  the  juft  praifes  i\ 
defervcs.  It  hath  taught  mi.  Sir,  an  infinite  number  of  good  Ma- 
xinies  5  the  ftilc  plcafcih  mtf  exceedingly,  and  I  fee  in  it  both  force  and 
beauty,  thoroughlall  the  paflagcs,  even  that  palfage  which  did  not  fo 
fully  pleafcmc,  yet  hathi  as  fully  fatisfied  me,  as  the  re {(  ofthcworke: 
and  though  of  my  felfe  T  be  blinde  in  the  knowledge  of  holy  things,  yet 
the  luftre  of  vour  exprcfling,and  the  facility  of  your  method  illuminate 
my  fight.  When  my  health  fliall  give  mc  leavc  to  goe  from  hence,  I 
will  (hen  for  your  Gold  biing  you  Copper,  and  will  receive  yopr 
correftions  and  advifc,  wiih  as  much  reverence  and  fubmiffion,  as  any 
Novice  ;  bu:  in  the  meanc  timCj  I  cannot  chufe  but  put  my  hand  to  my 
wound,  and  rf<^u"re  you  to  givcarcafon  or  ycur  doing.  I  know  not 
from  whence  ftionld  come  this  coldneffe  in  you,  fceingfor  myfclfc,  I 
am  all  on  fire:  nor  how  ycu,  with  your  great  wifdome,  ihould  be 
altered  and  grownc  another  man,  feeing  I  continue  iiU  the  fame/ 
Vritb  n:)tbing  but  my  common  ferfe :  Great  fpirics  arc  above  thcfe  pcct« 
fufpitions  which  move  the  vu'gar :  and  I  wonder  you  could  conceive  ilf 
of  my  affc^ion,  knowing  how  well  you  bad  preferved  your  ownc.  1/ 
ii  be  the  jealoufie  of  «!cqu  nee  rkit   p:oYek«»   ycu^  I  Jci   wilfing 
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with  all  my  hearty  to  leave  you  all  the  pretenlions  I  can  have  to  it  % 
andifyoupleafe,  I  will  make  yqu  a  Surrender  before  witncfle.  Gon- 
fider  me  therefore,  rather  a$  your  follower,  who  is  willing  to  encreafc 
your  troopej  than  as  your  rivall  to  ftrive  for  precedence.  Give  roe  leave 
to  live  t  a  man  that  cannot  be  loft,  what  negligence  focver  be  ufed  in 
keeping  me  J  and  remember  that  the  leaft  rcfpcded  of  all  my  friends  i$ 
much  dearer  to  me,  than  all  Sciences,  or  all  Bookcs-     Yet  fuch  is  my 
unhappineffe,  that  few  of  them  retu  ne  me  the  like,  but  feeme  rather 
they  would  make  a  benefit  of  my  paincs  and  forrowes.    Becaufe  they  ftc 
lam  pcrfecuted,  they  will  make  every  the  leaft  courte  fie  they  doe  me,  to 
be  of  great  value,  and  fet  an  cxceflive  price  upon  their  friendfhip,  be- 
caufe they  imagine  I  ftandin  need  of  i:.    But  IdcCrc  them,  and  you 
alfo,  to  tak^  notice,  that  my  friend/hip  was  never  grounded  upon  any 
intcreft;  biit  my  love  is  ever  without  any  mercenary  defigne,  er  hope 
of  benefit.  If  they  be  not  willing  to  embroyle  thcmfclves  in  my  affaires, 
I  would  have  them  know,  I  am  as  unwilling  as  they,  they  ftiould :  and 
if  they  are  hot  ftrong  enough  to  defend  the  truth  in  publique,  and  when 
itisoppofed;  at  haft  let  them  not  difavow  icjwhen  they  aie  in  place  of 
fifcty  ;  let  ihcm  not  deny  their  friend  when  the  ftorme  is  over,  and 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  danger  in  confcfliPg  trim.  Youfawmy 
heart,  the  firft  time  you  faw  my  face  j  you  were  at  that  time  my  Con- 
feflbur  5  and  I  have  not  a  finne  that  is  hidden  from  you.     I  conceive 
you  are  coo  generous  to  make  advantage  of  this  excefle  of  freeneffe  you 
iinde  in  me  j  and  I  doe  not  thinke  you  fo  fubtilc,  that  you  would  make 
«  fliew  of  difcontent,  for  feare  leaft  I  (hould  beginne  firlt.   Thefe  are 
fubtilities  indeed  of  the  country  fom  whence  you  come:  but  in  my 
opinion  very  lemote  from  your  naturall  difpolition  :  and  70U  need  not 
make  complaints  of  me,  to  prevent  the  complaints  1  might  clfe  make  of 
yof.  It  is  certaine,  that  ifl  bad  not  equicy  enough  to  excufc  my  friends 
for  things  they  weiC  not  able  to  perfo;  me  5  1  might  then  perhaps  have 
colour  to  complaine  they  performed  not  their  piomifc  ;  hue  I  am  one, 
that  know  theie  happen  a  thoufand  impediments,  which  binder  a  man 
from  keeping  his  word,  and  that  every  thing  that  is  promifed  and  not 
done,  is  not  prefently  a  violating  of  faith,  or  a  breaking  of  promifc. 
Some  have  laboured  to  perfwade  me,  that— —  .'  but  I  never  be- 
lieved any  fuch  thing,  and  I  could  never  imagine  that  you  would  goc 
about  to  build  your  reputation  upon  the  ruines  of  the  reputation  of 
your  friend.  If  any  fhall  make  ufe  of  fuch  like  artifices  ,  to  doe  ill  offi* 
CCS  bctwecne  you  and  me  :  I  earneftly  intreate  you  to  make  ufc  of  the 
like  remedies,  to  prefervcyour  opinions  found,  and  not  to  fufler  your 
jjdgement  to  be  corruprcd.  I  take  God  to  witnelTo,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  world  more  deare  unto  me  than  your  friendship  j  1  make  publiko 
and  open  profcflion  of  honouring  you  :  I  highly  eftceme  a  number  of 

eminent 


eminent  qualities  in  you,  both  Morall  and  Intellcftuall ;  I  have  ofcen- 
timcs  (hedde  tcares,  when  I  read  in  your  L^ctfis  of  your  griefcs  j  all 
this,  me  thinkcs  fhoolH  deftrve  a  [ftrlc  afff^ion,  and  make  the  Fathers 
tbemfelves  that  arc  my  advcrfaries,  not  take,  l  ill  that  you  (honld  Ioyc 
me  >  cfpecially  when  they  (liall  know,  cbac  X  paflionatcly  am, 


At  PirifS, 
ttb.  16  il. 


Sir, 


To  Mounfieur  de  Saint  e  Mam, 


Letter  XVII. 

SI  R,  I  am  paid  for  my  paines  before  hand,,  and  looke  for  no  grea- 
ter  rccompencc  than  you  have  already  made  me.  My  ambition 
fliould  be  very  exceflive,  ific  were  not  fully  latisficd  with  your  excel- 
lent Verfes:  and  if  I  did  not  thinke  my  fcife  happy  to  be  honoure<J 
by  a  hai  dj  which  crownes  none  but  Sovcraigoc  heads,  and  favells 
not,  but  about  triumpball  Archs ,  and  publicise  Monuments.  I  have 
long  fmcc  knowne,  that  ail  excellent  things  grow  in  your  Garden  $ 
and  that  the  Lacine  eloquence  ,  which  is  buc  borrowed  by  others  ;  and 
aftrangcr  everywhere  e'fe  5  ought  v«ith  you  to  be  accounted  asyouc 
patrimony:buc  I  knew  not  till  now,that  this  rare  qualityjis  accompanied 
with  fo  perfcd  a  courtefiej  and  that  a  man  fo  worthy  of  his  name,  and 
thataddes  new  glorv  to  that  of  the  gveiLi  ScavoUj  could  admire  any 
other  mens  work.-s,  bcfides  his  owne.  1  will  doe  all  that  pollibly  I  can, 
to  deferve  this  your  favourable  judgement,  and  not  tomake  yoaforry 
for  being  deceived  to  my  advantage:  but  howfocver,  if  I  be  not  able 
to  preferve  your  good  opinion  by  my  merit ;  I  hope  at  leaft  to  aierf| 
your  favour  by  my  a£fe^ioni  and  to  make  70U  fee  cbac  I  trudy  amj 


At  Bili^ic,  2, 
Sept.  i6jc. 


Tp«r,^f, 


Gg5 


To- 
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To  Monfieur  D'ArgentM^CoMnctWot  of  the  King, 
and  Matter  of  Rcqucfts  in  Ordinary. 

Letter  XVIII. 

SI S.,  baling ciken  tfac paines that  I  bave done,  I  cannot  altogether 
^ifvalue  my  worke  5  yet  I  am  not  a  litt'e  glad  co  be  confirmed 
in  my  opinion  by  a  man  of  your  worth :  and  chat  my  labour  is  not  un- 
pleafing  to  the  foundcft  judgement.  The  fccond  ccnfure  you  make 
ofitj  aSures  me  of  the  integrity  of  the  firft  5  Cecing  I  fliould  be  too  pre- 
rump:uoMs  to  believe  you  could  be  deceived  twice  to|;ctber.  But  let  us 
ftay  there  I  befeecbyou^  and  think  not,  I  will  ever  entertain  tbt  vanity 
you  put  upon  me.  I  neither  pretend  to  inftrud  the  world,  nor  take 
upon  me  to  teach  you  in  any  things  it  is  enough  for  rae,  that  I  can 
findc  wife  men  fome  recreation  ;  and  can  lay  things  before  your  eyes, 
which  you  know  already  better  than  my  felfc.  J  may  perhaps  be  fome 
help  to  your  memory,  and  refreHi  your  old  tdats^  hut  to  addeany 
thing  to  year  knowledge,  and  impart  to  you  any  new  Dodrin«,  this 
requires <3U3!itics  that  are  not  to  be  found  in  me.  I  rather  hope  to  be 
much  bettered  in  knowledge  by  you  3  and  make  account  to  account 
you  hereafter  for  one  of  my  Oracles.  Prepare  your  felfe  therefore  to  be 
perfecuted  with  Quefliors^and  look  to  receive  importunities  from  me 
in  ordinary.  Thus  I  ufe  my  friends  whenrhey  aie  ablfcr  men  than  my 
felfe  s  and  this  advantage,  which  is  nor  great,  is  accompanied  with  this 
inconvenience,  which  is  not  fmall,  You  (hall  beginne  to  finde  it  at  our 
next  meeting  5  butinthe  mcanctiaie,  lintreat  you  to  believe, 'thac 
what  bad  defignc  foevcr  I  have  againft  you,  yet  I  meanc,  peifcftly 
to  be. 


Sir. 


At  Baltic,  1 7. SiptemK 

1  ^  j  I,  T«»r,5cc. 


To 


D^BALZAC  loi 

To  the  moft  reverend  Father,  Leon, 
Preacher  of  the  ^Arwalifes. 

Letter  XIX. 

V4  Y  moft  reverend  Farfaer,  ycu  doc  mc  too  much  good  at  once,  your 
^ri'iidlhip  i$of great  worcfc,  being  alone,  and  you  fend  it  tome 
accompanied  ;  it  brings  wiih  it  an  infinite  number  of  cxcelicnt  things, 
and  relVmbks  rhat  hippy  River  which  leaves  plenty  in  all  places  where 
itpailtih.  The  Pufcr.t  I  have  received  comes  from  fuch  a  fruitful! 
Vine  5  it  is  not  a  vaintfticw  of  maenificence,  which  gives  onely  alight 
fatisfaftion  to  the  cy^s,  but  I  finde  irtlTentiall  and  folid,  and  any  fpiric 
thstisc.ipablecf  rpeculation,  may  well  finde  nouriflimcnt  enough  for  a 
longtime  in  the  juyce  only  of  youv  Preface. I  will  not  take  upon  mcany 
more,  thoughyou  foUicite  mc  to  doe  it ,  and  inftead  of  giving  my  ad^ 
vice,  would  hsvc  me,  I  fliould  pronounce  a  Decree.  Take  heed  ,  my 
good  Fathcr,wbat  youfay,and  conlider  what  a  goodly  thing  it  would  be 
to  raife  my  Village  into  a  Parliament,  and  make  appeales  from  Tirk 
to  BaI\<u.  Though  you  had  humility  enough  to  fubmit  to  an  unlaw- 
full  Magiftrate,  yet  I  have  nor  prefumption  enough  to  intrude  upon  an 
unlawfuil  charge  :  Remember  your  fclfe  behdes,  that  your  book  is  da- 
ted from  Mount  CirmiU,  which  is  to  fay,  out  of  our  juril'didion,  and 
thu  Decrees  are  of  no  forccj  where  time  out  of  minde,  there  have  beenc 
Oiacles,  Yott  know  what  i'uctcnm  faith  of  it,  in  the  life  ci  Vcfpitrany 
he  makes  no  bones  to  make  a  God  of  a  Mountaine.  I  like  notthebold- 
neffe  of  fuch  Metamorphofis  yet  1  am  not  ignorant,  how  far  the  force 
of  piety  may  reach  j  and  knowing  i'  hath  rigbt  to  remove  "Vlcuntiins,  I 
doubt  not  but  CtfrmfC  at  this  day  may  bein  f  M«f,and  that  upon  a  place 
fo  holy  and  fo  high,  there  may  defccnd  mere  grace  and  light  trom  hea- 
ven, than  there  aicends  ignorance  and  vapours  from  the  eaith.  Accept 
from  me  this  true  ccnftflion  I  make  unto  you,  and  difpcnce  with  me 
for  that  fovcraigne  judgement  you  require  of  mc  :  Though  1  am  no: 
willing  to  be  your  Picfidcm,  yci  I  am  not  the  lefl'e. 

My  moft  rcvsrtnd  Vitber, 
Ggj  To 


At2<i/t^f,  If.  April. 


tpi  The  Letters  ofMmJkur 

To  Maunficur  Chaplain. 
hjB,r,r  E  R  XX. 

CIR,  I  h3ve  now  thefc  three  vrcckcs  taken  mine  cafe,  irifplghtof 
P  my  felfc  5  and  one  of  my  fecte,  which  I  have  not  very  free,  ke^pei 
me  in  my  bed,  with  more  inconvenience  than  paine.  Heretofore  ic 
bath  put  me  to  torture  $  and  therefore  1  count  it  now  a  favourj  tbat 
it  onely  keepcsme  inprifon,  which!  fwcercn  a$  well  as  I  can,  with 
my  Bookes  and  my  friendS:  You  thiwke  you  contribute  nothing  to 
the  comfort  I  receive  5  but  I  alTu^you,  the  bcft  part  of  it  comes  tiem 
you  5  and  nothing  comforts  me  ro  much  for  the  faire  daycsriofe, 
ss  that  (xccllent  Die  you  fcnt  me  :  I  am  even  ravifhcd  with  every  pare 
of  it  5  the  choice  and  marnialling  of  the  words  5  the  ftrud^ure  and 
harmony  of  the  compofidon  j  the  modeft  great-nefle  of  the  conceits  ; 
the  force  which  fivours  not  of  any  violence  ;  all  ihefe  are  worthy  to  be 
ranked  with  the  be  ft  Antiqiiity*  In  tome  placf  j  you  do  not  cncly  touch 
mejbut  touch  me  to  the  cjuicif :'  the  agitation  of  the  Poet,  ij  transferred 
upon  the  reader  5  and  no- Trumpet  makes  fo  loude  and  filver  afoundj 
as  yotir-  Harpe  doth  : 

^anu  la  Revclie  dansfonfcrt. 
Tar  une  a^rtnfe  &  lor.gue  mort 
Payafi ckercment  /'  uftire  de  (es  crimes: 
JEt  eiHefes  heulevars  en  ^n  ajfptjett^ 
Centre  let  app.ireils  dss  armes  legitimes 
Jmplorerer.t  ck  vain  Is  fecefirsde  Thetis, 

Jls  decrifiefjt  /*  Lorri[?le  pa^, 

Op^p^rcentvifbihs:  cp.ts 

On  Cfptt  de  noftre  (^Amp  retaydtr\la  vailUnce  % 

£i  fkvurent  encore  au  mil  en  de  r.ot  rangs 

Thetsiii  q'M  te  p>ecafcnfer  Cr  fa,  UHafict, 

j^ffitide  decider  cesfameuxdiferens,  ... 

ihchantent  Veffoyablefoftdre 

Mui  d"nn  umQuement  fifoudAin, 

-^  Partit 
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'Pay  tit  de  ta  pHiJfante  main, 
Pour  mettre  Ptgneol  en  foudre 
Jls  difent  qnt  tes  hataiihns 
Comme  autant  depais  tourhiSotis 
Bbrunlerent  ce  Roc  jrsf^fies  dansfcs  raciKts, 
^ut  mefme  le  vaincut'  gut  pofir  lihrattur, 
Et  que  tft  iuy  batisfur  fes  propres  ruines 
Vn  rampart  eternel  contre  Vufurpxtifir. 

Either  I  have  no  skill  in  VeiTes,  or  certainly  thcfc  Vcrfes  will  live  to  the 
rcmotcft  pnfterity;  they  will  be  allcdged  for  proofe  and  teftimony  in  the 
counfcls  oFthe  laft  Kings  that  (hall  reigne  uponcarih;  and  perhaps  coo, 
they  (hali  fcrvcfor  a  Law,and  for  a  DecreCjas  well  as  Momen  Verfes  didj 
by  the  au:horicy  whereof  a- great  war  that  was  kindled  betweetnhc  Seig- 
ncury  ofMegdri  and  Athens  vi^i  reconciled.!  know  for  my  feif,!  (hail  ne- 
ver ftay  till  your  death,  for  parting  you  in  the  number  of  my  Authors^ 
and  as  often  as  in  my  prcfencc,  there  (hall  be  (peaking  of  the  liege  of 
Rof6«fljof  the  forcing  of  Ja^d,  of  the  taking  and  keeping  ofTigncroUi 
fo  often  (hall  I  allcdgc  the  divine  Veifcs  you  have  written  of  them  : 
and  thjfe  alloj   which    1  lay  not  Icife   carefully   up  in  my  memc" 

]lf  difent  que  Us  ImmoruU 

Df  ItHT  cuke  d"  de  leurs  Autels 

Ne  doiuent  qua,  tesfoins  hpompe rendiffaMttt 

Et  que  ta  prenojarxe  (^  ton  ^mhorite 

Sont  Us  deuxfors  Apptiis  dont  I' Europe  trembUntt 

Soutlent  &  rafermitjafotbU  Uberte, 

Dam  un  paiJihU  mouuement 

Tu  t*  /Uues  au  Firmament 

Et  Uijfej  centre  toy  murmnurerjur  la  terre* 

^infi  U  JoAUt  Oljmpe  a  Jon  piedfablonneux 

Zaijfefumer  iafoudre,  ^grander  U  Tennerre^ 

Et  garde  fan  fommet  tranquilie  &  lumineux, 

Andthefe  other,  which  to  him,  to  whom  you  addreHc them,  areas 
much  woub  as  a  triumphant  Arch ; 

Gg4  T9 
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Ton  courags  aax  LMonflresfatal^ 

JEJl  tpufiours  plus  fort  que  It  maf, 

Sfir  hjolide  honmurfa  haff  e^  ejla^ile  i 

Le  droit  6^  la  raifon  laccompaguent  toupouyjf  .] 

£t  fans  cjHe  fd  vigneur  foit  jamaii  afoiblie, 

^"oH  cede  ou  qu^oti  refjie^  il  v^dim  mefmt  e$urji 

And  thcfc  other  that  ^refofjgc  and  morall. 

Z'o-  pour  lay  ceffe  d^efire  uyi  ntetdl  prHieux, 
La  heaute  perif^lfle  efl  un  bitn  qtiil  mo^J^ 
Four  bun  il  eflfans  mam^  &  pottr  i^autrifansycuK 

And  theft  other  rhit  arc  {o  noble  and  fo  poeticall;  ; 

Cepaud.int  que  !a  Lune  accomptifantfoH  cours 
*Dejfit^  ftn  char  d' argent  tnuirome  ^"efloiUs 
Dans  lefombre  umvers  reprefente  le  cours. 

Andnoiy,  after  all  this,  tell  me,  if  I  have  not  profited  by  the  rea- 
<Jlng,  and  hivsnor  mide  good  ufc  of  your  prtfems.  I  fhculd  quickly 
grow  rich,  if  you  would  ferid  rrte  fuch  p-e'cnts  often  5  but  ibis  is  too 
inordinate  a  dtCxiCj  I  mwft  be  content  with  one  croppc  in  a  ycarc  j  and 
I  inav  very  well  rntectainc  my  felfea  long  titxie,  with  that  you  have 
already  fcnt  mc,  for  which  I  than'c  you  witt  all  my  heart,  and  am, 

Sify 


To 
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To  UonfKiix  ^onnaud,  Councellor  in  Ordinary 
to  my  Isord  the  Prince. 

Letter    XXL 

O  J  R,  I  acknowledge  in  your  Vcrfcs  due  to  me  but* ondy  my  name, 
^^allihercft  belongs  to  fomcbocijrcirc,  and  is  unfittcr  for  me  thani 
Crowne  for  a  ptivatc  Man.  I  cannot  therefore  value  my  felfe  the  more, 
for  having  a  thing  I  cannot  ufe  J    nor  is  it  fit  I  (hould  put  on  Orna- 
ments, which   being  as  unfit  for  me,  as  m  rhemfelves  they  are  rich, 
would  difguife  me,  rather  tbanadornc  me.    A  Courtier  would  com* 
plainc  that  you  mock  him,  Et  qui  vOHt  c»  ftitct  une  piue^   A  Dodour 
would  Tay,  you  undertake  a  Paradoxc,  and  trie  the  ft'  ength  of  your  wit, 
upon  the  novel ry  of  an  irregular  fubjcft.  I  think,  I  muH  my  felfe  be  of 
vhis  opinion  5  and  charge  you  Sir,  with  abufing  Poetry,  and  for  cbuCng 
an  incredible  thing  to  make  it  bciicy.d.  Ncveriheleflc,  feeing  the  Phi- 
lofopher,  FiuOHriww,  tookc  upon  him  to  praife  a  feayour,  and  the  Ro- 
dmans adored  it,  1  wonder  not  at  your  dcHgne )  for  I  perceive,  there  Is 
'nothing  fo  bad  of  which  may  not  befpoken  fome  good  ,  and  whereof 
fomc or  other  have  not  mi''e  a  holy  day.  After  this  extravagant  Enw- 
mium,  and  this  ridiculous  Temple,  you  might  do  well  to  take  my  mife- 
ries  coo,and  confecratc  them  in  your  ftanzcs,  and  take  mc  too,  and  make 
me  a  thing  adorcable  and  di7inc,fof  tbcy  are  but  the  fperts  ofwit,which 
delight,  though  they  do  not  pcrlwade,  and  accufc  with  pleafure,  becaufc 
ihey  are  witty  5  biic  do  not  deceive  mc  bccaufe  I  know  their  crafr.  For 
the  affurancc  you  give  me  by  your  Letter  of  ycur  fiiendfhip,  I  am  infi- 
nitely beholding  to  you,  and  mal<e  account  to  reap  no  fmall  benefit  by 
it  J  for  having  a  fouie  as  you  have,  fuUof  vertue,  you  makemeaPcfent 
rbacis  invaluable,  to  bring  mc  into  To  worthy  a  poflcflion  ;  and  whilil 
you  offer  me  freencfic  and  fidelity,  you  offer  me  the  two  greatcfl  rarities 
this  age  affords.  lb  lieveyou  fpeake  moic  ferioufly  in  Profe  than  you 
dee  in  Vei fc,  and  chat  you  are  content  to  be  a  Poet,  but  have  no  mea- 
ning to  be  a  Sophifter.  I  likcwife  entreat  you  to  believe,  that  the  leaft 
word  I  fpcak  is  accompaoicd  with  Religion,  which  Fncver  violatej  and 
that  there  is  nothing  more  true, than  the  promife  I  here  feale  you,  moft 
pcrfedly  to  be, 

Siff 
A:  Bal^^ic^  6  OS^oh» 

j(5jy.  7onr,  &c. 

To 
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To  Monfieur    Sottchote. 
Lett  i  r  XXII. 

SIR,  By  yoiyr  reckoning  you  have  written  tome  thrice  fornothiogi 
when  indeed  I  knew  not  of  your  firft  Letters,  but  by  your  laft  :  if  I 
had  received  them,  you  m.iy  be  Cure  1  ftiould  have  anfwcred  them, /for 
tboa|h  I  be  not  very  regular  in  obfcrving  compliments,  yet  I  am  notfo 
negligrnt  of  neceffary  duties,  that  t  fliould  commit  fo  many  faults  toge* 
the,  How  profound  foever  my  flumber  be,  yet  I  awake  prefemlie,  af- 
foonc  as  I  am  once  ftirred  %  and  efpecially  when  it  \i  by  fo  deare  a  name, 
and  by  fo  pleafing  a  voice  as  yours  i%i  Never  therefore  require  me  to 
give  it  incharge  to  fume  other,  to  let  you  heare  from  mcj  fuch  a  re- 
queft  would  be  an  offence  to  our  friendftiip,  an  adion  fitter  for  a  Ty- 
rant than  a  Cittixen:  it  were  to  take  me  for  that  great  Mogul],  who 
fpeaks  to  none  bu:  by  an  Interpreter-  I  like  not  this  favagc  ftatelinefs, 
ir  is  far  from  me  to  ufe  fo  little  civility  towards  mcnJoT your  worth: 
when  it  is  I,  that  am  beholding  to  you,  /  pray  let  it  not  be  my  Groom  e 
that  (hall  thank  you  for  it.  I  will  take  the  paints  my  fclfe  to 
alTurc  you  /  am  wholly  yours  i  and  whereas  1  did  not  bid  you  farewell 
at  my  going  from  Virk^  you  muft  not  take  it  for  an  argument  of  fligh- 
ting yourperfon,  but  for  an  effeft  of  the  liberty  f  prefume  of,  and  of  the 
renouncing  r  have  vowed  to  all  vainc  ceremonies.  They  that  are  my 
friends  give  me  this  leave  j  and  you  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
Tolidicy  of  things,  to  ground  your  judgement  upon  apparancesj  neither 
<^o  1  think  you  will  rtquiie  them  ofme^who  am  as  bad  acourtier,as  tru- 
ly'' 2^0^  ' 
^y        *■  Sir, 

At  'BaUac, 10, M.  Tour^  Sec. 

■'■■'     ■■} 

To}Aon(iQnt  Tiff Andier, 
Letter  XXIII. 

C  I R,  you  fhill'reccive  by  this  bearer  the  refl  of  the  works  of  — — -  : 
^  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  the  continuation  of  his  follies.  Thtyare 
aow  as  pubiiquc,  as  thole  ot  the  gieac  divine  Mirihall,  whom  you  have 

hes-etoforc 
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iicrctofore  vlfited  in  the  famous  little  houfe.  He  ufeth  me  Ml  with  the 
fame  pride  and  infolcncfc  he  was  wont:  and  you  would  think  that  he 
were  at  the  top  of  the  empyreal!  Heaven,  and  at  the  bottome  of  Hell;  (o 
farrc  he  takes  bimfclfs  to  be  above  me :  but  I  doubr  not,  ere  long,  his 
priJe  (hall  be  ab.  t  d,  and  his  infolcncy  mortified.  He  ftall  ihortly  be 
mide  to  fee,  that  he  is  not  fo  great  a  man  as  he  thinks  himfclfc  j  and  if 
he  have  in  him  bu:  one  fpark  of  natuiall  jufticc,  he  ihill  confelTc  he 
hath  triumphed  wiihout  cauCcj  and  muft  be  fain  ro  give  up  all  the  glory 
he  hath  gotten  ualawfally: 

Turno  tempw  trlt  migno  cum  optavtrit  emptum 
IntiSlum  TaUintii : 

Monfifu--  de  .  is  ft  ill  your  perfcd  friend,  and  he  never  writes 

tomc,buchcfp;3ksof  you  He  is  at  thisprcfcntat  ri«?Ve,where  he  medi- 
tates quiedy  the  agitat'ion  of  ail  the  world  befidcsj  and  where  he  enjoys 
the  bonti}  pleafures  which  Italy  affords  to  fpcculative  Fhilofophers. 
But  Sir,  what  mean  you  by  (peaking  of  your  teares,  and  of  the  rcqueft 
ycumakc  uiuo  me?  Doe  you  not  mock  me,  when  you  pray  me  to 
comfort  ycu  for  the  dertth  of  your  Grandfather,  who  had  lived  to  fee  fo 
many  Familiesj  fa  many  Scfts,  fo  many  Nations,  both  to  be  born  and 
die;  a  man  as  old  asHercfie  it  felfe:  the  League   was  younger  than 
he  J  which  when  the  Cardiiiall  of  Lorraine  firfl  conceived,  he  cau- 
fifd  a  Book  to  be  printed,  wherein  he  advertifed  Frame  of  the  concepti- 
on of  this  Monfter.  Ycu  weep  therefore  for  »hc  lofles  of  another  age  5 
it  is  tAv.chyfet  cr  Ldsrtes  you  wee pe  for  ;  a:  leaft  it  is  for  a  man  who  M 
but  fuftcr  life,  and  was  in  a  continuall  combatc  wich  death.   He  fhould 
long  agcc  have  been  one  of  the  Cfauch  Triumphant,  and  therefore  you 
ougbt  to  have  been  prepared  foi   either  thj  lofl'e,  or  the  gaine  thu  you 
have  made.  Monlicur  i(t'w&o  was  not  nf  yoar  humour  5  1  fend  you  one 
of  his  Letters,  wheicyou  Iliail  fee,  fee  was  ?.s  much  troubled  to  coipfort 
himfelfe  lor  the  life  of  two  Grandmodiers  that  would  not  die,  a$  hee 
iT.is  fir  che  death  of  a  Brother  that  died  too   fcone.      I  commend  youc 
oo^d  Nitu-e,  But  I  like  not  your  Lamentations;  which  (hould  indeed 
dd'him  you  forrow  For,  great  wrong, if  they  fhouid  railcbim  againe  to  be 
in  the  ilite  in  which  you  loft  him.     Ic  mav  fuffice  to  tell  you,  that  he  i$ 
much  happier  than  Ij  for  he  flcepes,  and  I  wakej  and  he  bath  no  more 
commerce  with  men  unreafonaWe   and  inhumane,  and  that  are  but 
Wolfcs  to  rne  another.  You  know  I  feave  caufe  enough  to  fpeak  thus, 
but  out  of  this  number,!  cxccptcertain  choice  peifons,and  particularly 
your  ftlf,  whom  I  kntjwj  to  be  veituous,  and  whofe  I  am, 

At  Virif,  5 .  Z)er.  lC^t,  Moft  humble,  &c. 

The 
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A 


The  Letter  o(  Peter  Bemlfo^  to 
Hercules  Strotiw. 

yidsmbAsmeu.efew,  dephrdtifquefasminas,  &]im  pnpitmum 

.unnofttw   muliifef)  mihi  fnu  reliquerunt  i   unicum  fratrm  mtum, 

juvcnem   ac  fiorentim  abftuUrunt,  fffem  tt  foUtia  meg.     '^^mborem, 
^uo  in  Imeerore  fnt,  fml^  potes  mSimire,   Heu  mtmiftrumi  ViU*^ 
}i.  ^4».  1^04. 
Venepjf, 


Another  to  him. 
Letter  XXIV. 

SI  R,  if  jc  had  not  beene  for  the  indifpoficlon  of  my  body,  I  bad  not 
ftaid  fo  many  days  from  thanking  you  for  your  miny  courtefiesjbiit 
for  tbefe  two  monetbs  '  have  nor  ilirred  from  my  bedjfo  cruelly  handled 
with  the  Sciatica,  chat  it  hath  taken  from  me  all  the  fundions  of  my 
fpiric,and  made  mc  utterly  uncapablc  of  any  converfation,  othcrwi^ 
you  may  be  fure  I  Diould  nor  voluntarily  have  deprived  my  felfcofibe 
greateft  contentment  I  can  have,  when  I  have  not  your  company  5  and 
that  I  fhould  not  have  received  three  Letters  from  you,  without  making 
you  three  Anfwers.  Now  that  I  have  gotten  fome  quiet  moments  fiora 
ihcviolenceof  my  totture,and  thatmy  paine  is  turned  incolamcncfTe, 
i  caonotchufebuttakcyou  by  the  band,  and  tell  you, in  the  firft  place, 
that  you  are  an  ungritcfuU  man,  to  leave  our  Mufcs,  and  follow  fomc 
of  their  fifters,  that  arc  neither  fo  faire,  nor  fo  worthy  of  your  aftedion, 
I  intreat  you  to  believe,  it  is  a  temptation  your  cvill  Angel  haih  caft  up- 
on youj  and  that  you  ought  to  rejcdtt,  as  the  counfcll  of  an  enemy. 
Things  arc  not  now  to  beginj  it  is  no  time  now  to  deliberate  5  you  arc 
gone  too  farre  io  cbc  good  way  to  lookc  back,  and  to  be  unwilling  to  fi- 
niili  that  little  which  remains.  To  leave  eloquence  for  the  Mathemi- 
tickeSiis  torcfufe  aMiftrisof  eighteen  yea  cs  old,  and  to  fall  in  love 
with  an  old  woinan.  G  jd  keep  you  from  this  unhappinciTe,  and  infpire 
you  with  better  thoughts  than  thofc  that  have  carried  youtotbisdefite 
of  change.  It  would  bea  difloyaltie,  I  fliould  never  pardon  you  ,  but 
rtioul-d  b!imc  you  for  it  ns  long  as  1  livf.  For  making  that  reckoning  of 
youii  J  iioc,  andcxpf  Ainggcat  matte:  s  t'lom  you  :ir  were  an  infinite  . 

wrong 
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ftront  you  fhould  doe,  to  make  me  lofc  the  moft  plcafinj  of  all  my 
bopei.  I  therefore,  by  all  meanes,  intreac  yoo  to  perfcvere  in  your  firit 
dcfigne,and  to  rcrdvc  upon  a  voyage  of  three  moneths,  to  come  and  be 
reconciled  to  her  whom  you  have  offended,  and  to  make  her  a  publiqac 
fatisfaaionbyihe  edition  of  your  wriiings,  by  which  it  will  plainely 
enough  be  fecnc,  the  great  favours  flic  hach  done  you.  And  for  my  pare, 
I  promife  you  a  chamber,  where  you  (hall  have  the  profpcd  of  a  Garden 
twelve  miles  long ;  and  fo  you  (hail  be  at  once,  both  in  the  City  and 
in  the  Country.  Belides,  J  binde  my  felfc  to  fet  before  your  Book,  an 
Advertirementto  the  Reader,to  the  end  that  no  man  may  be  ignorant  of 
the  part  I  beare,  in  that  which  concernes  you  Confider  whether  you 
like  of  thefe  conditions,  and  whether  you  have  courage  enough  to  come 
and  lodge  t/4»Trc<o«4:/frt/,  where  I  will  wait  for  you  without  any 
defigne  of  challenge  or  proceflc,  Youfliall  be  fure  Sir,  to  have  there 
admirable  vifions,  and  (hall  medicate  nothing  bur  with  fuccciTe :  And 
in  truth,  feeing  the  leaft  motion  of  your  fpirit  purs  me  to  extafie  i  wfcac 
will  it  be,  when  you  (hall  employ  your  whole  forces  ?  Andjif  your  con- 
ceits be  fo  juft,3nd  fo  well  governed,  in  the  midft  of  confufion,  and  un- 
feafonablc  difturbances,  wtiat  a  man  will  you  be,  when  you  ftiall  be  at 
leifure,  and  have  the  liberty  which  now  you  want  ?  Take  my  word  for 
it,  you  need  not  fcare  the  cenfure  of  the  world  j  Tl  undertaitc,  you  (hall 
have  the  approbation  of  all  honcft  people ,  provided,  that  you  make  a 
truce  with  your  Mathematicks,  and  never  intricate  your  braineswith 
that  melancholick  and  doting  Science,  which  coil  ^wib/weic/ bis  life  j 
at  leaft,  before  you  cafl  your  felfe  upon  fuch  high  and  fublimc  fpecu- 
culations,  it  is  fit  you  (hould  get  you  credit  by  exerctfes  that  arc  more 
fweet  and  popular.  And  now  Sir,  this  is  all  you  arc  liket*  have  at  ihii 
time,fiom  my  Sciatica^  that  I  am, 

Sir, 
At  BdxiCy  tS'.Marth  Iqw.  A(^ 


Another  to.  him. 
LittbrXXV. 


gll  R,  I  doc  but   now  receive  your  letter  of  the  twelfth  of  this 

Moneth ,   which    confrms   me  in  the  opinion  I  have  alwayes 

had  j  that  my  intcitftj  are  as  dcare  unto  you :?«  your  own,to  complement 
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with  you  far  ihii,  would  be  co  thank  you  for  b«ing  good/  a$  much  as  ta 
fay  for  being  your  felfc;  It  is  much  better  to  rcrurnc  you  friendship  foe 
friendfliip,  than  to  pay  you  with  unprofirable  words.  In  a  word  Sir,  I 
make  profcffion  to  be  an  honeft  man,  and  therefore  all  the  than!<fulners 
that  can  be  defircd  from  a  pe  fon  obliged,  you  may  txped  from  me.  As 
concerning  ■  I  afTurc  you  I  wilh  him  no  ill,    becaufe  I  con- 

ceive he  hath  done  me  none  j  it  is  fufficicnt  for  me,  that  my  friends 
have  no  good  opinion  of  his  opinions,  and  that  his  owne  friends  bejin 
to  take  notific  of  his  falfc  dealing.  In  all  this  there  is  nothing  either  ncvf 
or  ftranjej  I  am  not  the  firft  innocent  that  have  beene  pcrftcuted  in  the 
world,  and  if  I  could  riot  beare  dctra^ion  and  flindcr,  I  ihould  be  more 
diincy  than  Princes,  and  their  principall  officers  arc,  who  forbear  not  to 
do  wcUjthough  for  their  well  doing  they  be  cvill  fpokcn  of  5  the  bed  and 
foundeft  part  is  of  my  fide,!  want  no  protedor,cither  Males  or  Females, 
and  if  I  would  make  ufe  of  all  my  advantages,  I  could  oppofe  Dodor  to 
Doftor,  and  Gown  to  Gown  5 

Fratribu9ig*fratresy^eUu(lr<tminAntii  eliufirts. 
But  it  is  fir  fomctimes  to  mike  fpare  of  ones  forces,  and  to  reftraine  rc- 
fcntment  within  leffe  bounds  ^than  juftice  allowcs.  The  Prince  you 
defire  to  beare  of,  is  yet  in  the  Idei  of  the  King  his  Father,  farre  from 
coming  as  yet  to  Paru  or  Th&ideux^i  for  my  fclfe  I  am  alwayes  block'd 
Ap  by  my  Sciatica,  and  I  think  all  the  ftormcs  of  the  middle  region  of 
the  aire  fall  downe  upon  my  unhappy  Icggs  j  bat  it  '\s  you  that  wilt 
bring  me  health  and  faire  weather,  and  your  profcnce  will  workt  that 
mirarlc  which  I  expcded  from  Monficur  dt  Uorme :  come  therefore, 
I  inireat  you,  fpeedily,  and  fuffer  not  a  man  to  die  for  want  of  fuccour, 
^ho  paffionately  is. 

Sir, 
At  l^iritj  $0.  Mmb, 

16  iB,  79ws^^c, 


To  my  Lord  the  Duke  oiValette. 

Letter  XXVI. 

CIR,  it  grieves  me  much,  that  the  firfl  Letter  you  fee  of  nitne,  (hould 
*^not  be  pure  and  free  from  all  my  inrerefts,  and  that  inftead  of  enter- 
taining you  with  matters  of  weight,  and  proportionable  to  your  fpirir,  I 
fliouldbringftdownetothepetty  affaires  of  a  private  maaj  yctlcan* 
not  believe,  that  you  being  all  graciou$,and  all  generous  as  yon  are,  wiH 
think  any  occafion  of  doing  good  unworthy  of  you,  but  tbatyout 

vcrtue 
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V(rtuc  in  this  doth  imitate  the  fupremc,  which  is  never  to  buGe  in  go- 
verning of  Heaven  and  the  other  nobler  parts  of  the  world, but  that  he 
takes  care  as  well  for  governing  the  meancft  of  all  his  creatures.  I  hum- 
bly bcfcech  your  Lordrtiip  to  conlider  mc  in  this  laft  quality  ,  and  if  it 
be  no  incivility  to  make  fuch  a  rcqueft,  that  you  will  undertake  the 
bttfineflc  I  prefent  unto  y©u,  but  as  a  disburdening  you  of  fotnc  more 
weighty,  if  it  be  not  that  my  unfortnateneffe  makes  the  eafieft  that  arc 
to  become  unpoflible,  I  fecnoreafGn  you  needetoimploy  your  whole 
forces  about  this  matter  j  there  needes  no  more  but  oncly  the  motion  of 
your  will ,  and  a  lightimprcflionof  your  credit,  with  ..tQ 

give  it  all  the  folidity  and  luftre  I  deft  re.  Irtiould  not  fecme  to  un- 
derhand the  tearmcs  of  the  laH  Letter  be  did  me  the  honour  to  write 
unto  me  J  if  1  had  not  yet  fome  little  hope  left,  and  a  kindc  of  fatisfa- 
dion  in  my  owne  Confcience.  Yet  I  alledge  to  him  no  merit  of  my 
part,  butmuchgenercufnelTcofhij,  nor  fpea  e  of  any  fer vices  of  mine 
to  recompenfe  him>  but  of  his  goodnelfe  chit  prevents  .cheoi,  and  fub* 
jf  d$  not  it  felfe  to  the  rigours  of  ordinary  juftice  :  This,  my  Lord,  is 
all  the  right  I  alledge  for  my  felfe,  and  all  the  title  upon  which  I  ground 
my  pretenfions:  but  now  i  leave  following  it  my  felfe,  md  pucic 
wholly  into  your  hands,  a  place  perhaps  to  which  my  ill  fortune  hcc 
felfe  will  beare  a  refpe^  5  but  if  (he  Ihall  be  oppofite  to  your  defire,  anA 
prevaile  above  your  favour,  yet  at  Icaft  I  (hall  thereby  know  the  force  of 
deftinie,  to  which  all  other  forces  give  place,  and  which  cannot  be 
maikered  by  any  force,  nor  corrcded  by  any  induftry  ;  but  yet  it  (hall 
fiot  hinder  me  from  refting  well  fatisficd,  feeing  I  (liall  in  this  receive 
much  more  from  you  than  I  am  denycd  by  him,  if/ hold  any  part  in 
your  grace  &  favour, which  is  already  my  comfort  againft  wharfoever  ill 
fuccetle  (hall  happen.  Ic  lufficethme  to  be  happy  with  this  kinde  of  hap- 
pineire,which  is  more  dcare  to  me  than  all  the  bappineiie  the  Court  can" 
give  me,  being  a  man  no  more  ambitious  than  I  am*, 

My  LorJ^ 

AiBuliic   i$VecmB, 
1  <  3  4- 


To 


{    ..J 
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To  my  Lord,  the  Bifhop  o^ Poitiers. 
Letter  XXVIL 

MY  Lor^,  although  Moaficur  dc hath  promife^me 
to  give  you  affurancc  of  the  continuation  of  my  fervicc,  yet  I 
cannot  forbeare  to  addc  thefe  few  lines  to  bis  teftimony,  and  to  cell  you 
that  which  I  tell  to  all  the  world  i  that  your  vertue  is  a  tranfcendciit  far 
above  the  abilities  aad  carriage  of  our  age.  It  is  a  match  for  /Vnriquit/ 
in  its  greateft  pureDeffc  and  feverity.  Whca  the  QAmifli  and  the  Scipio*s 
were  not  in  employment,  they  repofed  thcmfdvcs  and  took  their  caft 
as  you  doe  5  and  when  I  coafider  foraetimes  the  Tweet  life  you  lead  at' 
PijQTiyj  I  conclude  that  all  the  impioyments  of  the  Palace,  and  all  the 
inrrieacies  of  the  Court  are  not  worth  one  moment  of  a  wife  mans  idle- 
ncffe.  It  is  wellknowne  that  from  your  childhood  you  have  defpifed 
Vanity,  even  in  her  kingdomci  and  that  in  an  ayrc  where  (he  had  attra- 
ftivcs  able  to  draw  the  oldcft  and  moll  reludam  fpirics.  All  the  pomp 
of  Jtomc  hith  not  fo  much  as  given  you  one  temptation  }  and  you  arc  fo 
confirmed  in  a  generous  contempt,  that  if  good  Fortune  her  felfc  (hould 
come  to  looke  you  out,  you  would  fcarcc  goe  out  ol:  your  Clofet  to  meet 
her  in  your  Chamber.  This  is  th.it  I  make  fuch  reckoniug  of  in  your 
Lord(hip,and  which  I  prefe:  re  bcfoc  ail  your  othf  r  qualiticsj  for  tbofe,' 
how  great  focve  they  b  ,,  arc  yet  but  fuch  as  are  common  with  many 
bafc  and  mercenary  Doftors,  whereas  this  force  and  courage  are  things' 
that  cannot  be  acquired  in  the  noyfc  and  duft  of  Schoolcs.  You  found 
not  thefc  cxcellnt  qualities  in  the  rdtrcin  library,  nor  yet  got  tb^-m 
by  reading  of  old  Manufcriptsj  you  owe  rhcm  indeed  to  Monlieur  your 
deceafed  Father,  that  true  Knight,  withouc  fpot  or  wrinkle,  equally 
skilfull  in  the  artofwarre,  and  in  affaires  of  peace,  and  that  was  the 
Meros  of  M«m,  ofSaliger,  and  of  Saint  Mirt.  I  propofc  not  a  Icfle  ob* 
jeft  for  my  worrtiip  than  they  did,  neither  indeed  is  it  lifle,  or  IciTc  ae- 
ligious  than  theirs  was  }  and  though  you  did  not  love  me  asyoadoCii 
^nd  though  you  (hould  denounce  warre  againft  me,  and  become  head  of 
•  fadion  to  feek  my  ruinc,yei  J  fliould  not  for  all  that  forbeare  to  rever? 
fo  rare  1  vertue  as  yours  is^  but  Hiould  Mi  remaine^ 

A(y  Urd, 
Ac  BilifiUy  4  Mty. 

I  6  JO,  Tour^t^c 


jOfBALZAC  iti 


To  Morificur  QM)et. 
L  s  T  T  E  R  XXVIIL 

C  7  K)  ^  fearc  not  mucb  to  lofc  ai  thing  I  cfteem  but  little,  but  holdin 
*^  your  friendfhip  in  that  account  I  do,if  1  fliou'd  have  ioft  it^  I  (boul 
never  fee  day  of  comfor  more  5 "you  muft  not  therefore  think  it  ftiang^ 
chat  I  was  moved  with  the  Alarum  that  was  {ivcn  me,  for  though  I 
kriow  my  ftlfc  to  be  innocent,  yet  I  conceived  my  unfortunaccncfs  to  be 
fuchjthat  I  may  give  credit  to  any  bad  news  Now  chatMonfieur  de  >  ■* 
bath  quieted  the  agitation  of  my  mind^and  hath  a0ut*d  me  of  your  ioye, 
I  cannot  forbear  to  (ignite  uDto  you  the  joy  I  take,  ceiling  you  withal), 
that  fo  I  may  preferve  a  fiiend  of  your  merit  and  worth,  I  do  not  greatly 
Ore  for  loving  him  (hat  will  leave  me.  There  is  little  to  be  ftcn  amongft 
theii  but  malice  and  weaknefs^  and  even  of  good  men  the  grcat<ft  part  is 
fcaice  foundithis  is  acaufc  why  a  fi.m  &  con(lant  fpiJt^as  yours  is,i^o£ 
wondeifuU  ufe  in  focicty^ft  it  is  ao  fmall  ben&Ht  to  them  that  arc  weari* 
td  and  ovenoyled  as  I  am,to  have  a  perfon  co  reft  upon,  that  cannot  (a,^^ 
There  is  need  of  courage  to  maintain  africndlhip  &  indeed  ofp-uden^fs 
to  perforihe  the  tncaneft  du:y  of  liTci  tis  nothing  worth  eo  have  a  fouqd 
villj'f  the  undcrftanding  be  defedivejit  i$  to  00  puipofe  that  one  make^ 
vows  and  factiHccs  :  Nil  vcu  jtertnnm,  NHdelubrajuvant^  be  complains 
Without  caufcof  hisfpleen  and  his  other  inferiour  partsjthis  is  toacci}(e 
innocentS)the  evil  no  doubt  comes  from  a  higher  place,  &  it  is  the jbraini 
that  iscaufe  of  all  the  ^iforder.  The  knowledge  I  have  hereof  makes  mc 
have  compaflion  of  him, and  cxcuTe  in  a  Dr.  of  threcfcorc  years  old,thoft 
bafc  Hiifting  tricks  that  art  not  pardonable  in  aScboUar  of  eighteen.  Any 
man  but  my  felf  would  call  hisadiona  cowardice  &  a  creafonibuc  ilpve 
to  fwectcn  my  grief  as  much  as  I  can*  cannot  become^an  enemy  at  anip- 
(lant]&  pifs  from  one  extremity  to  another,wiiiiout  makirvg  a  little  j[lay 
by  the  way.  I  h6nour  ftill  the  memory  of  our  former  friend/hip,and  can- 
net  wifh  ill  to  a  man  to  whom  I  have  once  wiflit  well  >  but  thi$|s  109 
much  of  complaining  5e  quarrelling.Do  me  this  favour,  I  befeech  you, 
to  make  cboife  of  fomcthing  in  your  ftudy  for  a  confolation  of  my  foH- 
rude.  I  have  alreac^y  the  Zmomium  of  MonGeur  the  Admirall  dt  U  fiUtp 
but  I  would  fain  have  the  JEpicaph  of  my  Lady  the  Dutcbefs  cfEffftrroVg 
and  thofe  admirable  Elegies  ycu  (hewed  me  oncr,In  quibm  tarn  ts  Tibd' 
hpmilhquAmTihuUmfihii  I  intreat  you  to  deliver  tb:m.toMonneur 

.  who  will  fee  them  lafcly  delivered  to  rae;  if  yon  pleafe  we  will  u(i 

him  hereafter  as  our  common  correfpondent,  who  knowing  metotb^ 
Very  Bottom  of  my  hcart,will,I  doubt  not,  moft  WiUingJy  ^id.t  6is  teft  i- 
mony  t6  my  proteftationSjihat  1  truly  aoi,  Hf* 

At  Sil^Mti  ij.  Stfta^i^^  fMflke. 
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To  Monficur  de  Vorme^  Phyiickn  in  ordinary  to  the  King, 
and  Treafurcr  of  France  at  Burdeaux. 

Let  T*i  R  XXIX. 

O I  R.,  it  If  not  now  ond7  that  I  make  a  benefit  of  your  friendihip,! 
*^  have  had  profit  by  it  a  long  time,  and  you  have  often  been  my  advo- 
cate with  fo  jreat  force,- and  fo  good  fucceflc,  that  they,  who  had  before 
condtmned  me,  w:re  glad  to  revoke  their  fentence  as  foon  as  they  beard 
you  fpeake,  yet  all  this  while  you  did  but  onely  fpeake  well  of  me,  now 
you  begin  to  doe  well  for  me;  it  is  you  whomithis  year  I  may  thank  for 
my  penfion.  Without  you  Sirjmy  warrant  would  never  have  perfwadcd 
my  partner ,it  would  prcfcntly  have  been  r  jcded,  and  he  Hill  have  con- 
tinued inexorable.  But  it  muft  be  confciTed,  there  is  no  wilde  beaft  but 
you  can  tame,no  matter  fo  bad  but  you  can  make  good^as  you  bcal  ma- 
ladies that  ate  incurable,  fo  you  prevaile  in  caufcs  that  arc  dcfperate^and 
if  you  finde  never  fo  littlt  life  and  common  fenfe  in  a  man,  you  are  able 
to  reftore  htm  to  pcrfeft  health,  aod  make  him  become  a  reafonable 
min.  I  deiire  not  to  have  the  matter  io  any  better  terms  than  you  have 
fttit,  I  am  glad  1  ftiall  not  need  to  invocate  M.  the  Cardinall  for  my 
difpatch,  and  that  Monfieur  *»     ■  « hath  promifed  not  to  failc  to  pay 
mt  xtiSt^tmhtr.  Ifhelhouldpay  it  fooner,  I  fliould  be  faine  to  dclrc 
you  this  favour,  to  kc«p  it  forme  till  that  time.  Now  lonely  intreat 
you,  to  draw  from  him  a  valuable  alfurance   of  it,  and  for  fo  many  fa- 
vours and  courtefies  done  me,  I  (hall  prefcnt  you  with  fomethingnot 
altogether  fo  bad,  as  tbofe  I  have  already  (hewed  you  j  and  feeing  •ne 
cannot  be  called  valiant  for  having  the  better  of  a  coward,  neither  can  I 
be  iccufed  of  vanity  J  for  faying  1  have  exceeded  my  felfe.  I  am  there- 
fore bold  to  let  my  Letter  tell  ycu  thus  much,  that  if  my  falfe  Pearles, 
aiid  counterfeit  Diamonds  have  heretofore  deceived  you,  I  doe  not 
think  that  the  (hew  I  (hall  make  you  of  my  new  wares  will  ufe  you 
any  better.  Yet  my  meaning  is  not  to  prasoccupate  your  judgcmentjWho 
neitber  of  my  felfe  nor  of  my  writings,will  have  any  other  opinion  than 
what  you  (hall  plcafe  to  allow  mc.  Since  the  time  I  h:ivc  wanted  the 
honour  of  feeing  you,  I  have  made  a  great  piogrefTc  in  the  vertue  of  hu- 
milityi  for  I  am  now  proud  of  nothing  but  of  my  friends  aftcftionsjLet 
.    me  therefore  never  want  yours,l  intrcat  you,  as  you  may  believe,!  will  all 
my  life,moft  paffionatelybc, 

htBAl\u   8.  Vtamh 

1 1 6  2  5.  Twr,  5ic. 

To 


i>  BALZAC  iij 

[  To  my  Lord  ■     ■ '  '         * 
Letter  XXX. 

VJY  Lord,  I  hope  you  will  neir  take  it  ill,  that  I  put  vou  fn  minde  of  « 
man,  to  whom  you  have  heretofore  made  dcmonftration  of  youc 
love,  and  that  afcer  a  long  intcrmiflion  of  thefc  petty  duties,  which  arc 
then  troubleiomc  when  they  are  frequent,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  I  have  indeed  omitted  them,  but  more  bydifcrctionthanby 
negligence.  I  know  Sir,  yon  have  no  time  to  lofe,  and  to  put  you  to  the 
reada^gofunptofit  bit  words,  what  were  it  but  to  (hew  an  ignorance^ 
ho«  much  the  K  ng  imploycs  you,  and  how  the  prefent  affaires  goe.  Ic 
is  therefore  the  rcfpt^d  I  bear  to  your  continuall  imployments,  that  hath 
cauft  d  my  filence  i  and  I  fliould  be  very  abfurd,  if  in  the  afliduity  of 
your  cares,  I  (hculd  prcfcnt  you  with  little  plcafing  amufcmentt,  and 
fhould  'or-k  for  an  anfwer  to  f^me  poorc  complement,  when  yoj  have 
fomanyci  mmandcmenis  of  importance,  and  fo  many  orders  of  ncccf- 
fity  to  dclivc'  forth,  Ic  is  enough  for  me,  that  you  do  me  the  honour  to 
caft  your  eyes  upon  the  protcftation  I  mate  you,  that  in  all  the  ettent  of 
yourcommand,  there  isnotafoule  more  fubmilTe,  nor  more  deiirous 
to  beare  your  yoak,  than  mine  iss  and  that  as  much  as  any  in  the  worid'^ 
I  am, 

At  ^il^ic,  I  o  jiug^ 

1 6^0.  7Mr,$tt» 


To  Monficur  Senney  TheolegaU  of  th^ 
Church  of  Saints. 

Letter  XXXL 

CIR,  you  need  not  wonder  to  fee  your  name  in  the  Book  I  fend  yoot : 
^  Lovers,  you  know,  leave  marks  of  their  paffion  every  where,  and  if 
they  were  able, would  fill  the  whole  earth  with  their  cyphers  and  device$. 
it  is  a  cuftome  as  ancient  as  ihc  world,  for  with  that  began  writing  alfo : 
and  at  fi  fl,  for  want  of  paper,  mm  graved  the  names  of  thofe  they  lo» 
Ved,  upon  the  barks  of  trees.  \i  any  man  wonder  1  fhould  be  in  love 
with  a  Preacher,  why  wanders  he  not  at  that  Rowine,  of  whom  a  Grecim 
faid,that  he  was  notohcly  in  love  mth(Jato,  but  was  enchanted  Wirtr 
iifli?Yo»have  done  as  piuch  to  many  others  in  this  country>aad  /  ha?fe 
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here  aJ  many  Rivals  a$  you  have  ARditcis.  Yet  there  is  not  the  fame 
objed  of  all  our  affedions:  they  run  afcer  your  words^and  ban{  at  your 
mouth  :  but  I  go  farther,  and  difcover  in  your  bearr,that  nrhicb  is  better 
than  your  eloquence.  I  could  eafily  refift  your  Figures  and  your  Argii» 
ments,  but  your  goodnefs  and  your  freer^efs  take  ra.e  captive  prcfcnrly :  I 
therefore  give  you  the  title  of  a  pcrfed  friend  ia  your  Ewom /«OT:becaurc 
I  account  this  a  more  woitby  quality,  than  to  be  a  pcrfcd  Oratour,  and 
becaufe  I  make  moft  reckoning  of  that  vcrtuc  in  a  man,  which  humane 
fociety  hath  moft  need  of.For  other  matters^remcmbcr  your  felf,in  what 
terms  I  did  fpcak  to  you  of  the  abufiners  you  write  of  ^  and  chat  oneiy  to 
obey  you,  i  have  been  contented  to  alter  my  opinion.  /  was  well  aflured 
the  enterprife  would  never  take  efFed;  but!  thought  it  better  tofaiU  by 
confeming  than  by  obftinacy,  and  rather  to  take  a  repulfc,  than  not  ro 
take  your  counuU.  I  have  known  a  long  rime  that  fortune  means  me  no 
good,nnd  the  experience  I  have  of  her  tath  cured  me  of  the  malady  of 
hope  and  ambition.  Make  me  not  fall  into  a  relapfe  of  thefe  troublefome 
difeafes,  I  befeech  you,  but  come  and  confirm  my  health :  you  Sir,  that 
are  a  foveraign  Pbyfitian  of  fouls, and  who  are  able  to  fee  in  mine,  that 
I  perfedly  am,  tir^ 

At  Bii\A%^  lo,  Feb.  I  ^3  f .  To«r,&c, 


To  Monficur  de  Tiles  Cleremont, 
Letter  XXXII 

SI  R,  having  beard  of  the  favourable  words  ycuufed  ofmeat  tht 
Court,  I  cannot  any  longer  foi  bcare  to  give  you  thanks,  nor  ftay  till 
our  next  meeting  from  telling  you  how  highly  I  cflcem  this  favour,  f  ' 
cannot  but  confcfs,  i  did  not  look  to  finde  fo  great  a  gracioufnefs  in  the 
country  of  malicioufnefsj  and  feeing,  thatthe  greatift  parr,  even  of 
honeft  men,  have  fo  much  love  for  tbcmfclvcs,that  they  have  but  little, 
or  none  left  for  ftrangcrs;  I  thought  with  my  fclfe,  that  theinftdion  ot 
>fae  world  might  have  lighdy  touched  you,  and  that  either  ycu  had  no 
paffions  in  you  at  all,  oi;at  Icaft,  but  very  coole  and  moderate :  but  I  fee 
now,ihat  you  have  more  generoufncfs  in  you  than  is  fit  to  have  amonjft 
men  th*t  are  interctred,andthat  ycu  put  in  praftifr  the  Maxtmes  of  our 
Anceftor$,and  the  Rules  of  your  hfidttm  it  is  I  that  am  tor  this,  ex- 
ceedingly bound  unto  you,  feeing  it  ii  I  that  receive  the  benefit  o{  it,  & 
that  am  the  Objed  of  your  venue.  You  may  then  believe,  i  have  not  fo 
unworthy  a  heart,  as  not  to  feel  arefentment  anfwcrable  to  fo  great  an 
ObligatioOj  at  leaft  ^ir,  I  hope  to  ihcw  yoUj  that  the  Pidure  mine  cne* 

mics 
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mies  have  made  of  me,is  noc  drawn  afcer  the  life^  ind  that  their  coiours 
disfigure  mc  nther  thin  reprefcni  me.  1  have  noching  in  me  heroicall  & 
great^l  confcfs.buc  Ihave  lomc  thing  that  is  huinancand  inoiffcrcnc.  If  I 
be  not  of  fhc  number  of  ibc  vtrcuous;  I  am  at  icaft  of  their  fide.  I  ap- 
plaud :hem  whom  I  cannot  follow^  and  admire  that  I  cannot  imitate.  I 
am  glad  if  lean  be  praifcdaoc  onclyofthc  judicious  and  wiffj  fuch  as 
you,  ao J  our  MonCcar  deBo:fjit  arc, but  even  of  tht  fimpler  fortjthat  are 

honeftly  minded,  fuch  aS'*. I  know  Sir,  bow  to  love  in  pcrfedion, 

and  when  you  iliall  Icnow  me  beicer^  you  ihall  confcfs  there  is  none  thac 

can  be  more  than  1, 

AtT4rk,xt/^prit 

i6  iS'  7m,  tfs. 


To  Monficur  de  Fsjtun, 
Letter  XXXIII. 

SIR.  if  I  did  not  rely  upon  yomr  goodn-efs,  I  fhould  take  more  Cire 
than  I  do  in  pi  eferving  your  favour :  and  T  fliould  not  let  a  meffen; 
|cr  go  from  hence,by  whom  i  fliould  not  perfccute  you  with  my  Letters. 
But  knowing  you  are  no  rigorous  cxador  of  that  which  is  your  due, 
much  lef$ '  xpcd  I  Ihould  give  you  morej  1  have  conceived,  I  might  be 
negligent  without  offence,and  that  having  an  abfolute  power  over  me  is 
you  have,  you  would  ufc  ir  upon  me,  with  the  moderation  of  good  So* 
vcraignes.  And  \  (houid  ftill  continue  to  follow  mineowne  indmation, 
which  finds  a  fweetnefs  in  idlenefsj  if  idid  not  think  it  necefTarytoad^ 
vertife  you  that  i  am  in  the  world,  left  you  Ihould  think  all  your  coarte- 
fies  loft  that  you  havfe  done  me.  I  would  have  been  glad  I  could  have  lo- 
ved you  all  my  life  long  without  any  kind  of  intercft,  or  temporal  confi- 
derati^njyet  it  troubles  me  not  to  give  honour  to  my  friend,  by  giving 
fcim  matter  of  bis  vcrtuc  to  wcrk  upon.  I  am  content  you  (hall  hold  the 
bighei  part  in  our  friendfhip, which  is  to  do  good, but  then  i  look  to  hold 
the  lowtr  8c  lefs  noble  part,which  ik  to  acknowledge;  and  this  is  fo  fetled 
in  my  heart.that  a  greater  cannot  be  defired  from  a  man  exceeding  fen< 
fiblc,and  exceedingly  obliged.  But  though  it  were  fo,that  you  had  no  tic 
upon  me,  and  that  without  ungratefulnefs,  1  might  forbeare  to  love  you; 
jtft  lintreat  you  to  believe,  that  the  knowledge  I  have  of  your  wotth  & 
orierit,  would  never  give  mc  leave  to  doeir,  but  that  the  naiurall  refped 
we  owe  to  things  that  are  perfeft,  would  alwayes  f?ind  me  infinitely  to 
honour  you,  and  to  be  with  all  my  foulj  as  I  iQi> 

Sir, 

Hb  3  All; 
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Another  to  him. 

if  T  T  E  !^  XXXIV. 

gl^^yqn  arc  welcome  from  tUndfrs,  from  EniUnd,  and  iromSpaiVf, 
1  am  not  onely  jiad  for  your  recurnc,  but  I  refresh  my  felf  after  your 
voyages:  For  if  you  know  it  not,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  my  fpiritbatb 
gone  tkiif,  voyigcs  nith  you  i  and  you  never  pafled  the  Sea,  that  J  wa^. 
not  nc.ir  a  fiiipwreck.  They  that  know  what  is  is  to  lovejwill  not  miflik^ 
the  noviticof  this  complement;!  have  born  my  part  in  all  tbfi  fitsof  yoij? 
Feavor.I  have  drunk  part  of  all  your  potions,!  have  accompanied  you  in 
all  your  (Irangc  adventures.lt  is  therefore  great  reafon  I  fliould  give  you 
tfcanb  for  giving  my  friendlliip  reft,  and  that  by  finiftiing  your  irayeU 
you  have  finished  my  unquictneiTe.  It  is  bctccr  Sir  to.be  a  private  man  at 
homcj  where  there  is  cmiitdie  and  frccncffe,  than  to  be  a  Lord  Atpbaf? 
fadour  among  publiquccncmicsj  and  if  the.Jcweg  faid  well,  that  the 
Graves  of  ^«iei  were  morebeautifull  than  the  Palaces  oi  Babjrlon;  why 
may  not  vvc.  be  bold  to  fayjthat  the  Dirt  ciTatit  is  better  than  chcMatr* 
He  o( iMid-rJUf  Itisa  jultcr  thing  to  adore  M.  the  Cardmal^  than^ 
put  oflf  qncs  ha:  ro  the  Preftdent  Rofcy  or  to  the  Ma  que  fs  oi .Aifm^^nd 
it  W;0uUl  have  been  a  newcs  nolciTe  (himeful  than  lamentable, if  we  ba4 
come  to  read  in  the^d^ru  thcfepitnfuU  words  3  4  S^nvt  pfFunfiWM 
^^ititigfiir  the l^in^uf  Spain's  rfjiHg up 'f 

%4tq^c  ibi  mag.vfi$ 
CHirdttdufque  CI  ens  (edit  d  '^ratoria  regb, 
Vonu  Hi^mo  Uhts,t  vtgilArt  T/ranno. 


TMn|?5  he  to  God,  tht  face  of  tbinp  is  hanged,  and  a  great  P.rtlGc 
liberry  harb  co^  buc  the  life  of  good  a  Horfci  Ai  our  next  mcet.iug.5  yo^^ 
(hall  re  11  mc^the fortunes  youhavepaffedj  aFd  inrcquitalltherepf,.!  ,j^ 
wiil  tcjl  yoLi  newfs  out  of  the  v|rildernc(re,'anri  k  ftiall  be  at  MK)n(T^cur  if 
04tti«iDW  Chamber,  that  our  conference  (hili  be,  atleaft,  ifyou  carcM 
any  /hiag  for  it,  and  thatj  be  in  bis.favou'  ftiil.  Howfoevcr,  this  J^m 
fu^^tfj  h^^an  never  love  any  man  that  honours  bim  more  perfef^ly  than  I'lj] 
!^;>U3P«;  rbJ'f  hath  a  greater  opinion  of  the  beauty  anil  noblenc0cpf  hl^Lj- 
a^jrjd  H;  is  'iwayes  one;of  the  dear  objeds  of  my  theughts,  and  I  l^iUl^jj 
tg^liim  for  one  of  .bpfe  trut  Knights,  which  arc  no  where  to  be  fouadjof  j 
Upw,  |>«?t  in  the  Hiftory  oi  France,  I  want  fuch  an  example  before,  myjoj,, 
eyes,  to  ftir  up  the  fainrnefs  l.M  in  my  duty,  and  to  thruft  me  forward  (rjj, 
in  the  love  of  Vcrtuc.  The  leaft  of  his  words  make  my  Tpirit  both  higher  j^^^ 
HE;  greater,  the  only  foun^  of  his  voyce  give  me  both  life  Sc  ftrength^^c  1 1, 

'     doubc 
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Joubt  not  but  I  fhould  be  twice  as  good  as  I  am ,  if  I  could  but  fee  him 
once  a  monetb,  and  make  a  third  in  your  excellent  conferences.  But  thu 
is  a  bappineGe  ivhich  is  at  borne  with  you,  but  fir  off  from  me,  though 
I  have  a  deftj;ne  to  come  nearer  to  h  i  you  injoy  ic  to  the  full>  and  leave 
CO  others  onely  a  defire  of  it  and  a  jealou(ie>  and  jealous  indeed  I  lhoul4 
be  if  I  did  not  lore  yon  more  than  1  love  my  fclfc,and  if  being  bound  to 
you  for  a  tboufand  favours,  I  did  noc  acknowledge  my  fclfc  more  bound 
» take  a  contentmenc  in  your  good  fortune.  Enjoy  then  your  bappi- 
nclTc,  Sir,  and  never  feare  I  will  oppofe  it,  feeing  1  rfiall  alwayei  prefer 
your  contentments  before  my  own,  and  (hall  be  all  my  life, 

At  Bil^ic,  s  Sovtmb,  1^34.  Towr^^t, 


To  Monficur,  Meflhier  Phyfitlan  to 
ray  Lord  the  Duke  D'EJpemon. 

Letter.  XXXV. 

OIR,  1  ama  ihirft  for  the  warerio'  yic,  ever  fincel  heard  yoatUnlce 
them  to  be  wholfomcj  the  repuwtion  you  give  them  bativ  mademe  to 
fend  for  them,  to  try  whether  this  Drug  will  do  me  any  more  good  than 
othersj  I  am  apt  to  believe  for  the  fatisJaAton.of  my  tafte,  that  there  arc 
no  better  medicines  than  thofc  that  arc  Icaft  compounded,  and  which 
come  ready  made  from  the  bofome  of  our  common  mother  ibut  fpecially 
I  have  a  confidence  in  nature  when  (he  comes  authorized  by  your 
judgement,  and  hath  the  warrant  of  fo  eftecmed  a  name  as  yours,  and 
bythis  mians  Sir,  you  have  faved  me  a  voyage  imoUifyi  For,  but  foe 
you  I  was  taking  a  journey  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  upon  the 
word  of  an  ancient  Poet,  to  the  end  I  might  be  of  cbofc  happy  ones>  of 
whom  he  writes  ibefevcrfcs,  ^    . 

Son  verity  rtftanty  net  vulnere  vulnetA  (aunty 

TcfuUnettrifti  grimincmifiibibunt. 
Jtmifjim  lymphU  rtpirant  impunt  vigortm, 

Pidturqut  cigfo  luxuriante  dolor, 

I  have  fince  received  your  learned  Letter,  wherein  you  prefcribe  me  the 
order  I  muft  hold  in  ufing  this  wholfome  diforder,  and  teach  me  to 
drink  with  art ;  in  truth  you  have  more  care  of  nit  than  1  am  worthy 
of,  my  health  is  no  matter  of  any  fuch  importance,  t!>at' it  Should  be  mi-* 
nagcd  with  fuch'cariofity.  It  is  not  worth  the  paioesyou  have  taken  in 
tre^ningofit  fo  learnedly,  and  writing  thefc  two  leafcs  of  paper  yo^ 
bavt  fcntrae.  Thcpublique,  which  you  will  havetobe  intercfled  initj 
will  acknowledge  no  fuch  macteff  ic  bath  no  ufe  in  .thefe  turbulent  timet 

Hh4  of 
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i;>f  aontempUtive  Doaors.  The  laivc  life  is  that  defends  the  froftiierf , 
and  repclh  tb«  encmy,and  the  Icaft  muskeiicr  in  the  army  of  M.thcGar- 
ditiAloi  ^Aittty  It  tiihii  time  of  more  ufe  ibanalUhc  Peripatetickf 
iand  Stojk8of  this  Kingdomejwe  may  therefore  think  that  the  publiguc 
yretalkofdrcathesnotofmc,  noris  ingagedto  preferye  my  idlcnclfe, 
feiit  it  you  that  loyc  m^,  and  would  therefore  make  nie  of  more  wortfi 
than  I  am,  thereby  to  have  the  more  colour  for  y©ur  loving  me.  1  am 
much  bound  unto  yo  j  for  this  favour,  yet  1  doubt  whili^  yoa  fee  me  ac 
fo.bi|;h  a  price,  there  is  pone  would  ta|ce  me  for  fuch  as  you  would  vem 
me  i '  but  I  regard  it  not,  I  bound  my  reputation  by  your  account,  aud 
dcfire  no  other  Theater,  nor  other  Woild  but  you:  itlufficcth  methat 
in  your  fpirit  I  enjoy  the  glory  you  give  me,andfwp«tly  ppircfs  my  good 
fciiiinc,  wlsichlknow  (merit  not,  if  you  wrigh  it  in  the  Skalcs  of 
ScfUpulous  juft'ci ,  but  which  you  will  vet  prcfervc  to  me,  if  you  have 
regatd  to  the  piflion  with  which  I  lejljfie  unto  you,  ^hat  I  am^f. 


totheKin^  at  Vemce. 

SI  R,  if  the  pcrfccution  continue,  I  (hall  be  forced  to  j^ive  p^ice  to  en- 
vy, and  to  go  wait  in  the  pFacc  where  you  are  for  a  change  of  «me| 
which  in  this  Kingdomc  is  To  adverfc  Unto  me. It  is  indeed  my  adverfa- 
ricsdefign  to  m'akeall  forts  of  govrrnmcnrs  my  enemies,  and  not  luSer 
Jrt<i  to  b?cath  at  hberiy,cirher  in  Monarchy.  Ariftocracy,br  Democracy. 
You  have  feen  hi$Manife*s  printrd  ,wbich  have  flown  beyond  the  AIpsj 
you  know  the  cunning  he  ufcfhto  dray*  the  pub'ick  hate  wpon  me  and 
to  make  me  ill  thought  of,a$  well  by  the  Kings  Allies  as  by  his  Subjc^. 
He  goes  about  to  banifh  me  out  of  all  ftates,tofliat  all  places  a  gam  ft  mc 
ihatWopen,evmro  fugitves,  and  not  to  leave  my  inwjcency  one  coir 
ner  of  the  earth  to  be  in  lafety:  yet  Sir,  let  him  do  his  worft,and  pradtlc 
Hf^atte  can,  1  hope  you  will  b«re  nie  cm  fo  fay,  that  he  (nail  nevcc 
£indp  me  from  having  a  placein  ypur  heart,  nor  \,c  able  to  take  frooci 
mctKispkafingrc^ge.  Andbcfic|c|5  thatAmbaiTadours  Me$  cnj-y 
d»^friviledge$of  aotienr  San^uaries,  and  that  there  i^  neither  jultice 
hot  violence  but  hathrcfprf^  unto  t|)tii)  J  I  aflurc  my  felfc  yo^r  onely 
aife^tonwillintercioreitrelfcformyfaftjty,  without  any  other  publ.que 
ainrider:|iion,  ai^d  thai  you  wiD  defend  mc  as  a  thin^  deare  urjtoyou  j 
though  the  defence  of  a  man  affli^ed  were  not  othcrwife  mitreHe,a 
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cbin{  worthy  the  dignity  of  an  ATnbuiaaourjwbcrcrocYeryou  Oiallfaairc 
povrcr  'o  fpcak,  I  (hill  be  lUic  of  a  tt'-ong  protcftion,  bdng  at  I  am  af- 
futed  of  your  wcjI  fpeaktng,  and  this  eloquent  muuth,  whicb  perfwad^t 
jtbe  wik,  and  by  which  u^c  juft  (zprunds  himlclf,  is  juftj  Qiali  gaine  no 
doubt  agood  opinion  o(  my  cautc  by  undertaking  ity  anda  favourable 
cenfurc  of  thofc  juc'gcs  at  icait  tfaac  I  acknowledge  I  czpcd  this  ifTue 
irom  yO)Ur  aimigh  y  Rbetorick,  and  hope  Sir^  that  in  tbcfe  troublcfoot 
encounters  ^ou  will  double  your  love  and  your  good  offices  unto  me. 
Though  I  fhould  be  worfe  intrcaied  of  the  world,  and  of  fortune  tbanjl 
am,andniou(d  have  norbing  before  my  eyes  but  lamentable  fucceffej, 
and  deadly  prefagcsy  yet  you  would  remember  how  that  Cdto  Itood  firm 
upon  ruins,  and  held  bimfclfe  conftam  to  a  lide  which  the  Gods  them- 
ielvcs  had  abandoned.  I  do  not  think  my  cafe  is  yet  in  this  extremity,  it 
Jiath  fubhftence  &  toundation;and  as  it  is  not  To  bad  but  that  an  hoiieft 
man  may  maintain  it  with  a  good  confcience,fo  neither  is  it  fo  wea^  km 
fhic  a  mean  courage  may  undertake  it  without  fear.The  GendemaA  that 
brings  you  t^ts  Letter,  bach  promifcd  ^o  make  you  a  more  ample  rela- 
tion tereof,  and  to  inform  you  of  my  whole  ftory  I  humbly  intreac  you 
to  give  him  audience,  untill  Icome  and  crave  it  my  felfe,  and  that  I  a(- 
jfur^c  you  in  yqur  Palace  among*  your  oibcr  Courtiers,  »faat  I  truly  am, 

.  w  .  ..:;::•••:.-  Sir, 

I  6  XI.  Toufi^t, 


To  Monficnr  Je  Thnre^  Dodor  of  the  Sorbonc,  an(J 
Chanon  of  the  Church  of /'^i/iif. 

Lftjcx*  ^xxxvir. 

C I JR,  my  dearc  Coufin,  the  ncwcs  yoa  fcnt  me  furprifed  me  nor,  I  am 
^  foaccuftomed  to  receive  difgrace^j^hat  I  finde  in  rbis  nothing  extra- 
ordinary i  it  is  true,  lama  little  more  fenilble  of  it  than  of  the  for- 
mer, and  the  place  from  whence  it  comes,  makes  ifl'e  Itake  it  a  little  more 
p  heat.t  j  yet  feeing  you  feeme  to  compafliona  e  my  mifery,  Ifinde 
my  felfe  comforted  of  onebalfcofit  5  and  having  you  for  my  Chao^, 
pion,  I  fcare  not  what  my  perfecmers  can  doe  againft  mt.  Suffer  mc 
to  call  them  To,  that  folicite  your  Golledge  againft  me,  and  make  ix. 
liffe  favourable  tq  me,  than  I  ad  good  right  to  hope  for.  It  is  not  their 
zeale  of  your  Religion ,  ncr  inierefi  of  the  publique  that  fets  them  OQ 
^orkjicisan  oldfpight  they  bearc  ric,  w^ichi  could  never  m^i 

with 
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with  all  my  long  patifiice.  If  is  the  hate  of  a  dtad  man  which  lites  IKII  in 
his  Tomb,  it  is  his  reliques  that  warre  upon  me,  and  whereof  foDfie  ill 
^ifoied  French  do  ferre  themfclves  to  difgracc  a  work,  wWch  hath  no 
other  end  but  the  honour  and  fcrvicc  of  the  King.  I  never  doubted  ofc 
your  good  naiurc,  and  I  know,  if  need  were,  your  charity  would  cover 
the  multitude  of  my  faults  }  but  in  this  cafe,  1  think  1  have  reafoD  rather 
to  a jk.juftice  at  your  hands,  and  tell  you,  that  if  you  take  thefaincsto 
«o»fider  my  words  as  I  meant  them,  and  not  have  my  enemies  correft 
ihemiyou  will  eafily  grant  they  contain  nothing  contrary  to  the  orthodox 
I>odrine,or  that  is  nottnaintainable  in  all  the  Schools  of  Chriftendom. 
3ihis  being  fo,my  dear  Coufin,!  doubt  not  but  you  will  ftrongly  defend 
jny  caufe,at  leaft  my  perfonsand  will  be'pltafed  to  affure  the  Gentlemcft 
«f  your  fraternity, that  having  always  accounted  thcirGolledge  as  the  O- 
liade  of  true  Doftrine,and  as  the  imcrprecer  of  the  Church  in  thisKin^ 
:^«!raejl  could. not  wifh  a  more  fweetor  glorious  fruic  of  my  trava'ils,th'an 
W  fee  them  emerta'incd  by  fo  learned  fcholyPerfonages,  that  my  greatelfc 
ambition  is  but  to  meritjthcir  good  acceptance,  &  to  defcrvc  their  fa  vow" 
Mblcceafurei  and  if  for  obtaining  this  I  have  ^oc  either  happineffe 
enough,  or  not  enough  fufficicncy,  I  have  at  leail  dociblencffe  enough 
lolearne  of  them  that  which  I  know  nor,  and  to  confeffe  thac  in  their 
learr.ed  conferences  they  pofl'effe  the  fecret  and  certainty  of  all  holy 
poinisj  whereof  wc  in  our  private  meditatoins  have  but  fufpitions  and 
cor;eaurcs,th.itif  I  were  affauUed  by  ftrangcrs,  I  could  perhaps  malte 
jt^Ft  to^efift,  and  that  with  fuiccefle,  but  that  I  prefer  obediencfi  which 
I  owe  before  a  vidory,  which  I  might  get  j  that  Idefiic  not  toconteft 
wtrhmy  fathers,  nor  pretend  to  have  reatbn  againft  their  authority,  to 
whi(ch  1  fubmit  my^fclf  in  fuchfortjihat  I  amrefolved  to  aflure  my  felf  of 
nothin-gybur  upon  their  \v6rd  and  credit,an<l  from  henceforth  to  acknow- 
ledge 00  truth,  bottba*  whicb*they  fliall  pleafe  to  teach  me:  I  leave  it  to 
you  to  augment,  to  reforme,  or  embelUfh  this  complement,  as  you  Ihall 
think  fit;  Pmakeyoi^Maftcr  of  tbewiofc  bui?n«ffe,and  never  mcane  to 
difavow  any  thing  you  (hall  doc,  being  abfolutely, 

f    -  w*.  j-»  *  5ir;fnydtitrCoufn^ 

At  2i/ti<5  i8  Jtfw.i  ^  3  »•  tt  ii-  a"  T0Kr,e^c. 

Ti)  Monfrcar  Je  rofi^elas,  Gen^ernan  in  Ordinary  to  my 
•  ev.  ;^  Letter XXXVIII. 

C"rR,I  humbly  intreJt  you  to  take  f(yry.our  felfe,  all  the  excufcs  yon 
^malcc  to  IDC,  aqd  to  believe  that  Thave  alvfayesa  love  anfwerableto 
you;Vertuc|   though  1  fay  icnotfo  often,  as  by  the  lawes  of  civility  I 
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9m  bound  to  do.  SiQCc  ihc  coming  hif-hci  xo^donQcur  dt,  i.  ..you  hay« 
been  the  mojtl  ordinary  and  moft  plcafinj;  fubjf  A  of  aJlour  contercoccf 
and  I  am  much  more  curious  co  hcare  ot  youi  Audifs,  than  to  hcare  all 
the  newes-'fihe  great  Woild.  Yet  I  intend  not  hereby  coask  it  of  you 
withiniporcurii:y,  and  rocn|3gcyou  againc  in  acammcrcc  of  unpror 
fifa.hlc  words,  whicl)  would  but  vyiong  your  necflfarN  impioymcnts  :  I 
am  well  enough  ("au'sfied  with  :he  aRiirancc  I  have  ot  yoyr  loye,  and  am 
well  contended  you  ihculd  keep  your  complements  for  tbofe  ycu  love 
noc  iQ  well ,  wtien  I  jhall  finde  my  felfc  to  ftand  in  need  of  you  1  /  am 
noc  grown  fo  baOifulJjbu:  that  I  can  ufc  the  liberty  I  b^vc  long  ufed, 
and  trouble  you  agaui£j?y  my  freenclTc.  Hitherto  ic  hath  affjrdea  yo« 
nothing  but  trouble,  and  u  wa>  your  evil  Atvjel  that  inJpired  you  with 
a  delire  at  firft  to  br  acquainted  wiih  rne.  Bur  one  day,  perhaps,  I  ftiali 
be  more  happy j  and  for  To  many  and  great  favours  you  have  done  mc, 
it  may  be  you  may  draw  from  me  ff.nK  Imall  argaincncofacknow* 
Icdgemcnt.  In  the  mean  time  Sii  jl  deCre  you  not  to  caft  uppa  mc,a  re- 
putation which  I  am  noi  able  to  maiutainc  j  make  no  more  mocks  ac 
my pratUvg,  and  bide  the  fhamc  of  your  friend,  wbich  your  other  fricni 
harb  publtihed.  Ueoncly  is  guilty  of  che  fault  that  was  done  ;  and  yea 
may  mil  think,  I  w^snoc  fo  impudent  to  fend  falfe  Latin  to  the  Uni- 
Ycrfity  of  T^arw,  35  aw^h  as  to  deliver  falfe  Monry  to  the  Minr,and  think 
to  make  Mint  men  take  it  for  currant.  It  /hall  fi'ffice  me,  that  you  ap^- 
prove  of  the  French,  I  mean  to  bring  yoaj  or  at  kaft,  that  you  make  ic 
worthy  of  your  approving,  by  making  it  new  with  your  corredioni.  If 
Monlieur  Fir4t  be  returned  trora  BnfiU,  you  Ihall  make  mc  beholding 
to  you,  to  affurc  him  from  me  of  the  continuation  of  my  fctvicej  I  make 
infinite  account  of  him,  and  am  with  all  myfoulc, 

Sir, 
At  2i/^Jf,  I  f .  May. 


To  Monfieur  ^f^  OfficiaJl  of  the 
Church  o'l  Angaulefmr, 

Letter   XXXIX. 

TR,  my! aft  Letters  arc  great  Books,  and  \  have  nothing  ro  adde, 
but  only  that  1  intreat  you  co  take  the  pains  to  read  them  over  again, 
md  to  draw  them  intohends  for  the  help  ot  your  mtmorv,wbich  though 
I  know  to  be  very  excellent,  yet  I  know  alfo,  it  it  excrcatnlv  full  of  buti- 
m(re,and  that  t  am  but  the  fire  and  twentieth  of  you:  Clients,!  I'et- 
dpyvoe  nothings  fo  prccifely;  but  that  I  leave  ycu  liberty  to  change  my 

orderij 


S 
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orders,  if  you  iinde  them  not  fit,  and  t«  failft  with  the  w!ndc.  Koihiiig 
but  good  iocccfs  can  be  cxpeAed  from  yeur  fterning  j  you  will  fo  ma- 
nage, I  affurc  my  rclf,my  refcntmcnts  with  Monfit ui  it  ■-  •  ■tnd  mak< 
him  fee  fo  much  refped  and  modcfty  in  my  grief,thathe  will  perhaps  be 
forry  be  ever  difobligcd  me.  lalfure  my  fclfe  alfo,  that  when  you  fall 

upon  my  Ch'pter,  where  I  treat  witbMonfieuri/e *  that  you  will 

not  carry  your  fclf,  at  oncly  my  inftrumerit,and  as  one  that  hath  charge 
of  me,  but  that  you  will  doc  as  an  honcft  man  (hould,  that  is  perfwadtd 
to  itbyihet{Uth,andinterctTcd  in  tfcc  caufc  of  opprcffed  innocincyi 
Concerning  the  perfumes  I  d<^fired  of  you,/  could  wifli  you  would  bring 
TOC  a  ihop-fullj  but  you  muft  ufe  foaie  body  clfc  to  cbufc  tbcm  for  you, 
for  you  know  them  not  your  fclfe,  but  onely  by  name,  ani  you  m-iy  pec* 
haps  have  the  oylc  of  Nuis  given  )(du  for  the  oyVe  of /afmin,  and  Gin» 
ger bread  for  Sweet- balls.  So  it  is  that  pretty  things  are  unknowneof 
great  perfonages :  you  would  think  youfliould  doe  your  Iclfc  wrong  to 
defcendtofuchpedlingwarcsj  and  of  an  Ambalfadourj  and  a  Philofo- 
pberabecome^aMetchantandan  Apothecatyj  yti  Arifiipput  would  be 
dealing  in  things  that  yon  think  fc«rnof,  and  faid,  that  be  and  the  King 
of  ^cr/i*  were  the  two  unfortunate  Ones,  whom  PiogcHii  pitticd.  You 
fend  me  word  that  Monfieur  dt  -  hath  great  Defigns  in  the  Com- 

mon»wealth  of  Letters,  and  that  he  is  rcfblved  be  an  Auibour  and  i 
Preacher  both  at  once.  If#yoa  remove  him  not  from  fo  dangerous  a  rtfo- 
lution,you  ftiall  feceBooks  that  will  be  theFuncrals  of  common  fenfc,and 
Ice  but  the  name  be  changed,  and  it  will  be  faid  of  his  Sermons,  as  «n 
excellent  mao  of  our  time,  faid  of  the  Sermons  of  Fryer  Laiarut, 

re  I  dt  ^eU,  mom  de  Science 
FAtfcit  que  Ux,^te  bofju  j 
Frefihint  dei  (Ja^  de  confcUnce 
N  lioitqutfifat  tpptrieu. 

A  $  much  as  rofay^  that  though  the  Clock  did  ring  out  a  great  whilc,and[ 
that  be  hath  been  talking  a  longfa^e,  yet  fo  little  heed  is  taken  ofbim, 
that  none  will  btlifcvc  there  isany  fRh  in  the  Pulpit.  Before  he  comes  to 
the  tAveMa^U,  all  his  Auditors  are  out  of  the  Church,  and  he  may  call 
them  Apoftataes  from  the  Word  of  God,  and  Fugitives  from  the 
Churchjyetwichall  he  can  fay,  he  fliall  never  make  one  of  them  to 
come  back.  1  have  not  thcfc  twe  yeares  written  thus  mwch  with  my  owji 
handi  it  is  to  mr,  as  one  of  Hercules  labours:  and  can  you  then 
doubt,  how  much  I  would  be  willing  ro  do,  to  do  you  fervice  >  I  kifs  the 
bands  of  all  the  Family,which  you  fee,  and  which  I  honour  exceedingly^' 
and  am.  Sir, 

An 
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Another  to  him^ 

LiTTER  XL 

C I R,  I  love  yoa better  than  I  thought,  finct  you  parted  from  hence,  I 
*^  hive  haui  a  number  of  Alarums  for  you :  and  though  I  Ibnd  in  co- 
vert, ycc  that  keeps  me  not  from  the  foulc  weather  of  your  voyage.  But 
i  hope,  by  this  time»  you  arc  upon  rctuf ning,  and  that  (hortjy,  wc  ftjall 
fit  by  the  fires  fide,  and  heare  you  tell  your  adventures  of  BtAijfe,  and 
oi  MintelM,    Wharfocver  Montieui  de    <  have  faid  unto  you, 

when  you  tooke  leave  of  him  j  Zdoe  Dot  think e,  that  in  all  ifee  wbok 
Difcourfe,  there  can  one  pafTage  be  found  that  is  (ubjed  to  aoy  bad  in- 
terpretation t  if  it  be  considered  as  a  iiiember  depending  upon  the  body, 
and  not  as  a  piece  that  is  broken  off.  There  may,pcrhtp»,  be  found  fomc 
propofition,a  little  bold,  but  never  to  go  fo  farrc  as  riflwielTe  j  the  An- 
dcedents  and  the  Conicquems  fo  temper  it,  that  if  a  man  will  not  be 
too  witty  in  another  mam  intentions,  ht  can  never  make  any  douk 
of  mine,  ilt  was  never  intended,  you  know,  but  onely  to  piovea 
Monarchy  to  be  the  beft  forme  of  Government,  andthe  Caiholi^uc 
Church  to  be;  the  onciy  Spoufe  of  Chriftj  Neither  yet  doe  I  write 
fo  negligently,  but  that  I  am  ready  to  give  a  reafon  of  that  /  write,  and 
am  able  to  defend  my  opinions  againft  tbofe  particular  perfons  that  op< 
pugne  them  j  for  as  for  the  fovcraigne  authority,  you  can  wJcnefTe  for 
xne  with  what  humility  i  fubmit  my  felfe  untoir.  The  day  afcer  youc 

departure  Monficur  de  — came  to  £i/^<ff ,   whom  I  kept 

with  me  three  whole  dayes  j  I  never  faw  man  lefTe  imcrcfled,  Icflc  am- 
bitious, lefTed^zled  with  the  fplendonr  of  the  Court ;  and  to  fpeak  ge- 
nerally, better  cured  of  all  popular  diTeafcs.  By  this  t  come  to  know  the 
noblemiTt:,  and  even  the  foveraignty  of  reafon,  when  it  is  well  fchooled 
and  inftrufted,  we  need  not  mount  up  to  heaven  to  finde  caufe  of  fcorn 
in  the  littlemlfc  of  the  earth,  the  ftuay  of  wifdome  will  teach  it  as  well : 
A  wife  man  counts  all  things  to  be  bclo^v  him  j  Palaces  to  him  appear 
but  Cottages,  and  Scepters  but  Baubles  ',  it  pities  him  to  fee  that  which 
ii  called  the  grcatnefle  and  fortune  of  Princes^  and  from  the  bcightb  of 
bis  Ipirit,  n» 

JtvoJdtommefourmk niirthernet  Ugmt^ 
Dint  c€  pait  umaa  de  poufiiere  tSi*  de  bove 
Z)«ni  nopife  vmttfdit  ttnt  dc  regi^TUt 

I  have  at  laft  found  theLetter  you  required  of  mc^ which  tndfi  fend  you 
by  this  Poft ,  oar  good  father  bath  talcQ  t  ccpy  of  it,and  Oiitti  it  ij  fit  to 

be 


126  The'lletters'of  Monfmr 

bck«pt  for  an  etcrnall  monumcnc  in  our  houfc  j  and  add«  moreoVcri 
that  Erdfmui  never  had  Co  much  bonour -dontfaim  by  the  Sorbon,  which 
inftcad  of  condemning  my  diviniiy,  hath  ^iven  a  faire  ccftjmony  in 
praife  of  my  eloquence  j  foi  To  he  p-leafeth  m  call  the  little  abilicy  I  have 
in  writing ;  for  it  is  his  cuftomc  to  make  choice  of  very  noble  termed 
for  exprcfliig  of  very  vulgar  qualities.  For  you:  felfe  Sir,  you  know  it 
very  well,  md  I  increat  you  to  advenife  cul-  oibcr  frierads  that  know  it 
not,  that  all  thistcftimony,  and  all  this  honour  that  is  done  me,  is  hap- 
pened to  m:  by  a  meer  miftaking.I  had  fatisfied  the  defirc  of  theSorbon 
loig  before  it,  if  I  had  underftood  they  dcfired  any  fatisfadion  front 
mcj  but  t\^o  Editions  of  my  Book  coming  forth  at  one  timc^  my  cha- 
ritable neighbours,  inmyabfcncc,  dclive;ed  the  Sorbone  theJcffc  cor- 
refted  Copyjin  which  indccd,my  propofifion  was  not  fo  fully  cleared  nd 
unfolded  as  was  fit,  but  never  told  them  that  in  the  other  Copy  I  had 
dcanetakcnaway  all  colour  of  wrangling,  and  juftified  before>handf 
that  wherein  I  imagined  they  could  findi  any  thing  to  fay  ajafinft  me, 
I  expeftro  heart  by  the  next  mcffcngcr  of  your  coming  to  F<ir*,and  am 
with  all  my  heart, 

Sir, 


CUriJfimo  Balzacio^  Faculty  ThetlogU 
Parienftenffs^  S. 

REddita  funt  nohit  id  Calendas  Apnlk  ih  te  Liter^j  vir  cUri^mts 
omnihm  qmdrnigratiJftra.nontQfolum  nomine,^md  multun in ordi' 
fiBm  ncRrum  thfervintmm  pra  fc  fcrrenti  fed  ctixm  vtl  wrfxm?,  quoiproptH-: 
flJimim  tuim  vQluntittm  immnundi  a  qun  in  Vrincipe  tuo  of  Mere  mtn* 
us  ChrifiiAniis  pojjcut.  Hunt  in  libtum  ivguirevdi  fimdy  qua  mc  te  hurt 
potuit,  nen  urn  ocafoncm  nobis ^  qudm  neccgitdtem  attulit.  In  ^uo  fat  m 
nuUa  nifi  diftrtijjimoy  fit  incogitaftti  quaiam  excidijfe  dtprthenfa.  junt,  (x  ce^t 
rtm  rclatiom  quibws  reccvfendi  ejufdem  ddtgnuprovincii  fuergt.  Tracipm, 
ttquc  maxime  inffituti  no^ri  hmc  EpiftoU  fubntkemwii  qua  ^  fijudicabin^ 
tufy  miniu  Ad  orthdoxidoSlma  tmuffim  qiudrin,  aquum  umen  proCbri' 
fikvA  chirittte  tie  dignitate  tui  duximiUy  ut  9mncm  )udicii  aquimem  arnica' 
monitionU  humanitas  praadcrcty^qao  tu  ipfe  operi  tM  emendando  qunqui  opt" 
tm  dares.  I  find  vtro  qutm  pro  voto  noftro  fuccejferit,  'yet  ex  co  intcUeximut^ 
auodtM  ipfcjponte  in  idem  con f  Hum  conipiravcrk  dociliwtm  ftiulutino^ 
ftra,<ididtM  EpiftoU  pDtliiitiM.  •l^oifeT'  mixinte  tibi  gratulimur,ncque 
vtlimm  umen  iu  iUuJ.  iucumbaa,  ordmis  noBri  dimtaxtt  author  iute  motiu,  uti 
henevoU  rccipitifid  ipfus  TtmuiiumWBpiaM  ftiluiiKtriumpbint  ingem, 

ftam 
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ftftfi  ium  ieiuntyfummiffis  prMfertim  per  uligimt  chfc^uium  itmU.qmrum 
u(ufuAntunfuhfiiiiyid,iuerHnium  c«nferrtty  ttatum  ntnpoffet  aferrcim* 
pedtniittf  idviSisriimi  fquidtrriybocin  genere  Vmtr€^nif  villi  nofipof- 
fumm.  He  tu[ttidm  ukm  dawctps  debebU  Modelfi£tuAgloTiAmiCujuiltudt, 
u«n  minor  inttr  Ckrifunos  audits,  quam  inter  mortilety  Fdcundii  cLudiiHi 
hiSfenUi  tjHfdtm  ntrito  lubentisfmeiltuditoreibibebis^qMs  aliksmitU^ 
urgme  querimonU,  tfcii  nth  cteiilfet  v€l  invitos  tfe  Qtnfortu        v^  A 

De  Maodaco  D.  D.  Decani  Ic 

Magiftrorutn  SacrKFaculcatis 
Tbcologiae  ParifieafiSt 
Pec.  Souuot. 
Apud  Sorbonam:  Anno 
CbciHi,  1^31. 


Another  to  him,  1 

Letter  XLI. 

C  I K,  my  Pbilofopby  is  ooc  of  To  little  bumanicy)  buc  that  I  grieved 
^  exceedingly  at  tbe  reading  of  your  Lccter,  and  was  toucbed  to  tb« 
very  quick,  for  tbc  dcatb  of       ■  yet  feeing  be  is  bappicr  than 

they  that  mourn  for  bim,  and  tbat  he  faacb  left  cbe  world  in  an  age  when 
be  yet  knew  u  noc>I  think  it  no  wifdometo  be  obftinatc  in  an  ill  groun** 
dcd  forrow,  or  to  accoiint  tbat  an  evill  to  another,  wbicb  is  the  greateft 
good  could  have  happc«ed  to  my  felfc.  Cbriftianity  will  not  let  me  fay. 
Optimum  non  nsfciy  ionum  vero  qium  citiffimt  interire:  but  it  binders  me 
not  to  believe,  tbat  one  day  ot  my  life,  with  I^ptifme,  is  better  than  a 
whole  age  of  iniquity,  I  write  this  Letter  to  you  from  ■  whi- 

ther I  am  come  to  lodgCjafter  /had  entertain  d  my  Lord  un- 

till  night,  /conceived  there  was  fome  necefliry  to  deliver  bim  your 
Letter  with  all  fpecdjand  therefore  /cxpofcd  my  pcrfon  to  all  tbc  injuries 
of  an  incenfed  skie,  and  ventured  to  make  a  voyage  tbat  would  have 
frighted  a  ftoutcr  man  than  my  felfe.  By  this  you  may  know,  that  1 
count  nothing  difficult,  which  rcflcds  upon  any  intt-reft  of  yours ,  or 
which  coQccrnes  your  contentment  i  and  i  love  you  fo  much,  chat  I 
Hiould  not  fay  fo  much,  if{  bad  more  craft  in  me  than  f  have  But  my 
good  Nature  exceeds  all  other  confidcrations  of  vulgar  Piudencc  j  and 
1  would  not  keep  you  from  knowing  what  great  power  you  have  over 
me,  though  I  knew  before- hand  you  would  abufe  this  power.  Fu'  o:her 
things,  1  ana  very  glad  to  bcarc  you  begin  to  grow  feufible  of  thr  cha*  ms 
ofmuGque,andthat  yougotothc  Confprts,  w-bich  arc  in  jcputatton; 
^1  Yet  /  bare  fecn  the  timc^wben  youi  cares  were  no  icaincdcr  tbaii  mine, 
■ji\  and 
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and  when  you  made  no  grea^  difference  between  he  found  of  Lute$,irtif 
the  noyfe  of  Bells.  See  whac  it  is  to  frequent  good  companyjind  to  lire 
in  a  Country  of  neatneffr./ that  ftir re  fjoc  from  the  Village,  know  no 
other  mufique,  but  that  of  B.  ds  J  and  if  fometimcs  I  hcarc  a  more  (iU 
ver  found,  it  comes  from  tbofe  noble  Animalls  which  Monficr  fiiinfut 
praifctb  fe  much :  and  which  by  Lmmt  fiying,  ferrc  fot  Trumpccs  in 
thcKinjdomcofthc  Moonc,  I  give  you  a  th<*ufahd  thanks  for  voiir 
ncwcs,  but  efpccially  for  the  laft  j  it  is  certain*,  that  the  choice  ai  Mon« 
fieur  de  BtUeure  to  the  Ambaflfadour  of /M//,  is  a  thing  will  be  general- 
ly well  liked  J  men  talk  wondtts  already  of  his  beginnings,  of  the  rca4l- 
neiTe  and  Vivacity  of  bis  Spirit,  of  the  force  and  ftayedaelTe  of  bitf 
Judgement,  betides  fome  other  excellencquatitiesof  bis  Age,  from 
which  we  may  hope  for  much.  And  for  my  icH^,  who  am  one,  that 
love  my  Country  exceedingly  j  I  cannot  bur  exceedingly  rejoice  in  this 
new  ft uitfulnelTe,  which  comes  upon  hin^  ai  the  latter  end  of  his  old  age. 
Jtdoth  me  good  co  fee  famous  decealcd  men,  to  live  againe  in  thJt 
excellent  potterity ;  and  f  doubt  not  of  the  good  fucceffc  of  a  tiegoimu-i 
0»,  vfhtrtt^etieufe,  a  Thou^  or  a  SiUiry^  is  inif loyed  Thefc  were  our 
Htf^tt  of  the  long  Robe;  and  the  Princes  of  our  Senate :  and  now 
their  children  (thar  I  may  continue  to  fpeak  Latin,  in  French)  are  the* 
Princes  of  our  youth,  at  Icafl  they  are  names  more  happy,  and  that 
portend  more  good  to  Fnnce,  than  ths  name  of  ^— -^ — ^  and  no  doubc 
(he  will  have  caufc  to  thank  M.  the  Cardinall,  for  refpe^ing  races,  that 
ire  fo  deare  unto  her ;  and  for  ftirrln^  up  in  the  Kings  minde,theold 
inclinations  of  the  deceafed  King  his  Fither.  /  fall  aflcep  at  this  very 
time  Jam  talking  with  you, and  am  rather  in  cafe  to  make  ill  Dreames, 
than  good  Difcourfes  :  and  fol  take  my  leave  --fyeu,  my  dtarc  anti 
perfed  friend,  as  I  alfo  am  to  you,  as  much  as  poflrbly  can  be. 

Sir, 
At  Bil^ity  4  OS$b. 

i6j4.  fear,  e^c. 


To  Monficur  Talon^  Secretary  to  my  Lord 
the  Cardinall  De  la  Valetu. 

Litter   XLIL 

O  I R,  I  took  infinite  pleafarc  to  fee  my  felt  in  one  of  your  Lettirs,an(J 
^  Monfieur  — — '^  who  imparted  it  to  nte,  can  wirnelTe  for  me, 
with  what  grecdtneire  f  read  that  p^iTige,  which  concerned  me.  /cahndc 
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Tiy,  that  he  is  here,  though  it  be  true,  that  he  \%  Bot  in  Gdfcoigne,  for  w^ 
enjoy  nothing  of  htm  here  but  his  Image  5  he  is  fo  married,  thac  hc 
would  think  it  a  dilJoyalty  ro  his  wife,  if  he  fliould  dare  to  laugh  whert 
file  is  not  by.  All  his  fociable  humour  he  hath  left  wi.hher,  and  hatti 
brought  nothing  to  us,  but  his  Melancholy.   When  I  would  make  hint 
merry,  he  tcls  me,  1  goe  about  'to  corrupt  him.  All  vifitcs  be  makes 
in  her  abfence,though  it  be  to  Governs,  and  Hofpital5,yet  he  calls  them 
deboyftneffe.  So  as  Sir,  you  ncTcr  faw  man  better  fatisHed  with  bii 
prefeiit  eftate  5  nor  a  greater  enemy  to  fingle  life.   He  is  not  contented 
lopitty  you  and  me,  and  to  lament  our  folitudej   but  he  reproacheth 
us  outragioufly,  and  calls  us  unprofitable  members  of  the  Common- 
Wealth,  and  luch  as  are  fit  to  be  cut  off.  As  for  me,  I  make  no  defence 
for  my  fclfc,  but  your  example  5  I  tell  him,  let  him  perfwade  you  10 
it  firft,  and  he  rtiail  foonc  findc  me  ready  to  follow  his  counfcll.  1  hope 
we  (hall  naccte  together  ere  long  ;  and  then  we  Hiall  not  necdeto  fcarc 
his  being  too  ftrong  for  us  in  our  conferences,  when  we  two  fhall  be 
againft  him  alone.  Provide  therefore  Solutions  for  his  Arguments  5 
but  withall  deny  me  not  your  afliftancc  in  other  encounters,  where  ic 
may  ftand  me  inftead.  You  can  never  doe  courteflfs  to  a  man  more  ca- 
pable of  acknowledgement  5  nor  that  is  more  truely,  then  I, 

Sir, 
Ac  Biliic,  1 1  ¥ebr,  163  j.  7oHr,t^c, 


Another  to  him. 
Litter.  XLIII. 

SI  R;  I  am  exceedingly  well  fatisfied  with  the  ncwes  yon  fend  me  s 
and  with  the  alfurance  you  give  me  by  ycur  Letter  of  the  continua- 
tion of  your  friendfhip.  Not  that  I  was  afraid,  I  fiiould  lofe  it,  bUC 
becaufeit  isapleafure,  toheareones  fclfe  called  happy  ;  and  that  one 
cannot  have  too  many  titles  for  a  polfeffion,  which  can  never  be  too^ 
much  valued.  1  take  not  upon  me  to  contend  with  you  in  Com* 
plcmcnts,  ortodifputc  cfcivility  with  you,  who  live  in  the  light  of  the 
world,  and  have  whole  Migefim  of  good  words.  For  befides,  that  I  ne-i 
ver  had  any  skill  of  theCourtj  it  is  now  fo  long  1  have  been  a countrjT- 
man,  that  h  were  a  miracle,  if  I  had  not  clcane  forgot  it  all.  Pardont 
thcrefbrc  a  rudenefTc  which  I  cannot  avoid,  and  feeing  I  am  not  able 
to  anfwer  you,give  me  leave  to  alTaile  you,  and  require  you  to  give  1  rca- 
fon  ofthcprefenc  ftatc  of  things  :  What  can  you  lay  Sir,  of  thcjjt  "rct- 
thi:iFltmnunsi   who  fhm  their  gates  agatnlk  good  fortune  ifBcn  »S 


.1 
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would  come  into  tbcm?an(i  arc  in  love  with  their  Fetters  and  tbeir  Kcc 
pe :;?  1  do  not  think  there  be  truer  flavcs  inallAffA  :  andl  do  not  wan 
dcr  ou'i  arms  can  do  no  good  in  their  Country,  fct  in§  it  is  a  hard  mat- 
ter to  take  a  yoak  from  mens  beacis,who  prefer  it  before  a  Crownj&  So- 
vcraignty,  when  it  is  offered.  Sick  men  are  then  to  be  dUpaircd  of,  when 
tbcy  throw  their  Medicines  on  the  ground,  and  accounc  ot  Potions  as  of 
Poyfonings.  It  is  not  therefoic  our  fault  if  they  be  not  cured  :  we  have 
adive  power  enough  to  work^  but  it  muft  be  upon  a  matter  t^l^MJ  apt 
&  difpofcd.^  expcd  hereupon  a  Decree  from  your  politicirs,  and  Veaiain, 

At  Bilx^ie,  I  July  rour^tfc. 


To  Monficur  B'Ejptmm^  Marftiall  of 
the  Kings  Armies. 

Le  T  T  E  rXLVI. 

C  I R ,  my  complements  are  very  rare,  and  I  take  no  great  care  for  prc- 
^  rcrvingyourfricndfliip.l  account  you  fotrue  of  your  word,  that  I 
cannot  doubt  of  having  your  iovejCceing  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  let  me  have  your  promife.  It  is  to  no  putpofe  to  lolicitc  Judges  that 
cannot  be  corrupted  j  it  is  enough  for  procuring  thtir  favour,  that  the 
caufe  be  good*  YcU  fee  ibercforej  I  doe  not  much  trouble  my  fdfe  to 
commend  mine  unto  you,  and  I  prtfent  my  feUe  fo  ftldomc-  before  you, 
that  if  yoH  had  not  an  txccllcnt  memory,  you  bad  certainly  foigot  mc 
long  ago,  i  pray  you  n"C  to  do  mt  good  offices,  for  knowing  that  you 
let  flip  no  occalion  of  doing  good ;  '■  may  be  Cure  to  have  my  part  of  your 
good  Att^iy  though  you  have  none  of  my  prayers.  Your  new  Acquefts  at 
the  Court,  make  you  not  leave  that  you  have  on  this  fide  the  Lvjrc:  yeur 
friends  that  arealwaycs  with  yeu,take  not  up  sU  your  he3rt,there  is  fomc 
place  left  for  your  friends  farther  off,  of  which  number  I  am  one, and 
more  in  love.  Sir,  with  the  contemplative  life,  than  ever.  I  am  alwayes 
under  ground,  and  buried  wiih  my  trees,  and  they  muft  be  very  ftrong 
cords,  and  very  violent  commandemcnts,  that  fhould  remove  me  :  yet 
i  am  contented  to  give  my  thoughts  a  liberty  :  and  my  fpirit  \i  oftca  in 
the  place  where  you  are,  and  my  abfcnce  is  not  fo  idly  bcftowcd^but  that 
I  can  make  you  a  reckoning  of  it  I  fpeak  to  you  in  tbi«  manner,becaurc 
I  know  you  are  no  hater  of  delightfuii  ;:nowlcdges,and  have  an  (xccllcnr 
tailcto  judge  of  things.  Though  byprofcfli  'n  you  be  a  Souldier,  yet  I 
rcfufc  you  not  for  a  judge  in  our  pcacable  difference,  bcin|^  wtll  aflurcd, 

there 


To  Monficur  A  Rousfmes, 
L  »  T  T  H  R  XLV. 

Y  dcare  Brother,  Ihare  upon  this  laft  occafion  received  lio^ 
thins  from  you,  but  the  offices  I  ezpe 4leJi  I  kMlv  you  co  be  )uj| 


there  arc  fiotmany  Doftours  more  accomplinit,  or  of  a  founder  judg  «*/ 
mcnc  than  yrur  felfc.    This  quality  is  no  oppofitc  to  true  valour  j  ^^^ 
Romancsjwhofe  difcipline  you  feck  to  reeftablifhjufcd  to  lead  with  th*°^ 
^hc  Mufes  to  War^  and  in  the  tumiilc  of  their  Armies,  Icfc  alirayes  pl'^^ 
for  the(c  quiet  cxccraTcs-  Srutu  read  Volybiut,  the  night  before  the  b^^* 
tell  at  ^hiilippii  :i^dbis  Undc  was  at  his  book  the  v^-iy  hourc  before  bd     , 
meant  to  die.  Never  rhcrefoie  fear  doing  ill>  when  you  follow  the  e^ti^i* 
pie  of  fuch  excelh  nt  Authors ;  none  will  ever  blame  you  for  imitating 
the  Romanet ,  unlefs  perhaps  the  Cnbates,  or  other  Enemief,as  weM  of 
Humanity  as  o(  France:  But  to  be  thus  blamed  by  BirhirUns^is  an  infal- 
lible mailc  of  merit;  for  they  know'no  points  of  vertue,  but  fuch  as  are 
wild  &  favage^and  imagine,  that  i oaring  and  bting  furious^arc  farcaorc 
noble  things  than  rpea;:ing  and  reafoning :  I  leave  tficm  to  their  goodly 
imaginations,  and  come  to  tell  you,  (hat  though  you.  Letter  to  my  Sifter 
be  dated  from  the  Army  in  ^crminyj  yet  ic  is  eloquent  enongh  to  come 
from  the  Academy  of  M.  the  Cardinall  j  it  neither  fmclls  of  Gunpow* 
der,  nor  of  Lt  pais  dc  (Lditupx  j  I  know,  by  certaine  marks  I  have  obfer. 
ved  in  it,  ihu  your  Books  aie  part  of  your  Biggage,  and  I  finde  nothing 
in  it,  that  is  worthy  of  blame,  but  onely  the  excc(fi-e  praifcs  you  b:ftov» 
upon  mej  and  if  you  were  not  a  ftout  champion;  and  able  to  maintain  ic 
with  your  fword,  you  would  certainely,cre  this, have  hitd  the  lie  given 
you  a  ihcufand  times  for  praifing  me  fo,   I  fliould  be  very  forry  to  be  a 
caufecf  fomany  petty  quarrells,  and  fo  unworthy  of  your  courage  j  a 
¥orraign  war  hath  need  of  your  fpirit;  make  not  thercforeany  Civil  foe 
my  fake  5  2  defirc  no  fuch  violent  proofs  of  your  afFcdion  :  it  ferves  my 
turn,  that  ycu  love  me  quietly;  and,  if  you  fo  pleafe,  fccretly  too,  to  the 
end,  that  our  friendship  being  hidden,  may  lie  in  covert  from  injuries  , 
and  that  polfefTing  ic  without  pomp,  ]  may  enjoy  it  without  envy:  I 
reckon  it  alwayes  amongft  my  folideft  goods,  and  will  be  fure  never  t« 
iofeit,  ifperfedfaithfulncfswill  ferve  to  keepic;  andificwill  fuffictf 
to  be,as  I  moft  palSonatcIy  am. 

Sir, 
kiBd\u  ^^AU* 
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and  generous,  and  one  that  will  al  waycs  rdigioufly  piy  whatfocvcr  yoa 
owCi  either  to  bloud  or  fricndfhip,  yet  this  binders  me  not  from  being 
ob'igedto  you,  and  to  your  good  Binh  for  it-  This  bath  beftoweda 
friend  upoh  mc,wh(cb  I  never  took  pains,  eiiher  to  look  ©ur,  or  to  make: 
it  is  a  prefent  of  Nature,  wbich  I  fliouid  have  taken,  if  fhc  had  given  me 
my  choyce,  I  delireyou  to  believe,  that  1  never  ftood  leiVc  in  neede  of 
comiori:,  than  now;  1  oppofc  nothing  againft  the  rage  of  a  thoufand  ad* 
vcrfaries,  but  my  fcorn  ;  I  am  Armor  of  p;oof  againftalhhe  talcs  from 
the  Suburbs  St»  Nonore^  and  from  all  the  Libells  of  rhe  ftrcec  St.  laquei. 
They  incrcafe  dsily  in  6ghr,and  ifthc  heat  of  their  fpirits  do  not  abate, 
there  will  (horrly  be  a  little  Library  of  follies  written  againft  me.  But 
you  never  yet  heard  of  foch  a  gravity  as  I  have,  nor  of  a  mind  that  could 
take  fuch  reft  in  the  midlk  of  ftorms  and  tempefts  as  I  do  j  and  this  1  owe 
to  Philofophy, under  whofe  covert  I  (belter  my  felf;  it  is  not  onlv  higher 
than  mo'untainSjwhere  we  fee  it  raio  and  bail  below  us:  but  it  is  ftronger 
alfo  than  a  Foitrefs,  where  we  may  ftand  outof  danger,  &  make  moiitbs 
at  our  enemies,  AH  that  hurts  me  in  the  warre  of  >  ■  ,  is  that  which 
concernes  the  intcreft  of  others :  it  grievts  me  extreamlyjthat  his  cruelty 
(hould  leave  me,  and  fall  upon  my  friends.  I  wifh  I  could  have  boughc 
eut  the  three'jUves,  that  touch  the  honour  of  <^  with  a  third  Vo- 

lumn  of  injuries  done  to  my  felfe,  and  where  no  body  elfc  fhould  have 
any  part:  and  I  may  truly  fay,that  this  is  the  onely  bIow,which  that  per- 
fidious enemy  hath  given  me,  that  goes  to  my  heart;  and  the  onely  of  all 
his  offences  that  I  have  felt.  I  intreat  you  to  let  ray  friend  'know  of  my 
grief,  and  to  make  fure  unto  me  this  rare  perfonagc  by  all  the  cares  and 
good  offices  your  courtefie  can  devife.  His  vcrtuc  ought  to  be  inviolable 
to  detradion,  but  detradion  will  not  fpare  ve rcue  it  felfe,  but  takes  a 
delight  in  violating  the  beft  things.  I  have  reafon  to  place  htm  in  this 
rank,  and  coniidering  him  as  one  of  the  moft  accomplifht  works  of  Na- 
lure,  I  muft  needes  contider  withall,  that  Nature  it  felfe  is  fomctimes 
calumniated.  Madam  de  •  enquires  ofcen  after  you,  and  hath  a 

great  opinion  of  your  heart  and  fpirit.  You  may  be  fure  I  fay  nothing 
inoppofirion  to  the  account  (he  holds  you  in,  but  am  rather  glad  to  fee 
my  judgement  confirmed  by  fo  infallible  an  authority :  fee,  you  be  al- 
wayes  good,  and  alwayes  lay  hold  upon  our  amient  Maximcs,  and  be 
affured  I  am,  and  alwayes  will  bc« 

OHIjldmeVrotbtr, 

i6%u  rmfi^f. 


!• 
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To  Monfieur  Breton. 
Letter   XLVI. 

0  I  Rj  you  ire  a  man  of  your  word ,  and  fomcthing  mor<.  You  promife 
*^  leflfc  than  you  pcrforme,  having  undertaken  to  tutnifh  me  but  witb 
GiZecs  i  you  extend  your  largellc  to  large  volumnes  of  Books.  This 
^onnmsy  whofc  Verfcs  you  lent  mCj  is  no  ordinary  man  The  boldncft^ 
and  bcautie  of  his  phrafe,  comes  very  neare  the  grcatncfle  and  magnifi- 
cence of  Horace,  He  chufcch  and  placeth  his  words  with  the  fame  pre-| 
cifcnelfe,  and  care  ;  he  fpeakes  alwaycs  loftily,  and  if  in  all  things  there 
be  bounds  and  limits  ,  he  fometimcs  feemes  to  goe  beyond  them  For 
example,  upon  the  Canonisation  of  fgndtiuit  made  by  Pope  Grtgorf 
cbeEfteentb, 

Ssm  te  iUeprimia  Vdt'unk  riuhut 

Admovit  tirii  Cxl'tcnij 
Mixtumque  (uperii  ituree  cnrru  dtdit 

PcrambuUre  fyderA. 

A  Pagan  Pocr  could  have  faid  no  more  of  the  deifying  of  ^uliut  C^fif, 

yet  in  faying  [o  much  he  Ihould  have  faid  too  much  ?  there  being  great 
difference  between  confecrating  the  memory  ofamortall  manjor  the  gi- 
ving him  a  Divinity,  between  che  declaring  or  the  making  a  God,  be- 
tween being  >4w^w/Jk4  or  being  Jwp'Wr.  I  know  not  alfo,  why  fpeaking 
ofProteftamMiniflersjhe  (lands  fopunftually  to  defcant  upon  the  word, 
which  ot  all  conceiis  is  the pooreftj 

MaUque  om'miti  Vcrbx  67*  67*  inter  Ohfcintf 
Exinde  Uge  publici  rcponendum 
Solut  Miniftri  Cirrufxgcrit  Honcn* 

1  flaouldthinVj  that  this  defcanting  makes  not  much  for  the  honour  of 
Princes  chi.fCounfcllors J  and  it  leems,  the  Poet  in  this  place,  forgot 
M.  the  Cardinallj  who  guides  the  publique  fortune,  md  governs  th« 
world  under  this  name  of  Minifter.  There  is  no  greater  reckoning  to  be 
made.no  g'-eac  matter  to  be  built  upon  three  or  four  little  fyllablcSjWbich 
Cgnifie  nothing,  but  what  cuftome,  without  any  reafon  plcaleth,and  are 
ot  no  more  value  than  ufe  gives  ihcm.Tfais  word  Fattiy  is  taken  fomc* 
times  for  a  Fool,  fometimes  for  a  Sorcerer,  fometimes  for  a  Prophetiindl 
the  word  Prophet  it  felfe,  is  fometimes  taken  for  a  Juggler,  v*itncflcihe 
Greek  Ptovcrb  "Jj^^jithj  Ai^vtI/®-;  Will  you  upon  thi$  j«c  rallt 

Ii|  iipoa 
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"poll  ProphctSj  &  fend  ihcm  with  their  name  to  the  place  of  corrc^iorr, 
^r  iluit  ibcm  up  in  Bedlam.  And  yet  further  to  endearc  this  fubtilty  of 
ommi  you  may  fay,  that  Minifters^t  all  times  hivc  becne  enemies  of 
Chriftj  and  prove  it  by  this,  becaufo  aMiniftcr  wasonc  of  thofc  tbac 
ftroke  hiin  on  the  face  in  the  prcfence  of  tbc  Hi^h  Piieft  i  ns  it  is  faid, 
Unm  cx^inifirii  Caiphit^  &c.  Tbc  grounJ  upon  which  fuch  Figures  arc 
builtj  is  fo  weak  and  ruinous,  that  there  is  no  meancs  ro  mike  ic  ftand 
firm;  our  advcrfaries  may  maite  ufe  of  it  as  well  as  we,  and  to  be  even 
^it^  you  for  your  Text  of  the  Minifter  of  ^rf/p/;^,  tbcywill  t  doubt  net 
bring  you  another  Text,  where  our  Saviour  bimfelf  is  faid  to  be  a  Mini- 
uer,comc  to  (Xfcu:e  in  the  world  the  decrees  of  him  that  fcnt  him,  and 
to  do  the  ecernall  wiH^  of  his  Father.  This  is  called  triumphing  for  fyl- 
lables  and  words^and  running  after  Phantafmes.  If  thcamient  j^owehad 
lifedtb  play  in  this  fifliionjBiIhops  called  by  them  Ponti fires, would  have 
been  but  makers  of  Bridges,  nor  Didators  any  moe  thanSchoolmafters. 
Poor  Brutui  would  have  beene  the  Butt  for  all  the  arrowes  oi  his  time. 
The  i-^lfmiy  the  Fordid  the  Bcjfte,  would  not  hav-  had  one  day  of  reft, 
they  would  have  been  forced  to  get  themfejves  adop  ed  into  fome  other 
Families,  and  to  change  their  names, thereby  to  five  themfclves  from  the 
opprobrious  Figures  of  O -acors  and  Poecs.  1  meant  to  have  written  but 
two  of  three  liiieSjand  I  am  come  to  the  bottom  ofmypnperj  this  is  the 
^leafuretobc  talking  with  you  that  deceives  me  thas,  and  makes  me 
think  that  wears  walking  together,  and  conferring  about  our  Bookcjf  ■ 
and  Stu  lies.  After  all  thit  hith  been  faid,  I  conclude  that  ycur  Poet  is  a 
great  Lyrick  Poer,  and  wc-uid  have  had  a  Penfhon  of  Aiiguftusy '  and  fate 
iac  Table  with  Macenas.  I  bid  you  goodnight,  and  am,  Sir^ 

AtBi.^ic,  io.F;:b.  1^31.  •  Ti/«r&c. 


Another  to  him. 
LetterXLVII. 

OlR,  I  am  at  IciTure  for  no  body  bu:  you, and  though  I  nm  pcftrcd  with 
*^  a  multitude  of  fmall  afi"?ii?s,  yet  I  qui:  ^hem  all  to  come  and  teil  you, 
that  I  have  received  your  hft  difpatchjand  find  my  f^lfc  infinitely  obli- 
ged to  Monluur  de^ >  lecing  you  put  me  in  hope  that  he  will  fpend 

this  winter  a:  'Piris,  1  pu.pofe  at  that  time  to  bja  daily  waiter  upon 
hima  and  try  wh.c  I  can  do  to  mciicmy  fortune.  I  am  told,  that  you  are 
grown  flic,  ds  wfih  the  giaccs^rtnd  will  no  longer  be  an  enemy  to  hontil 
p'enfu  es  Hald  you  fit  me,  I  befeechyoii,  in  ths  reio'ution,  and  never 
give  it  over,  if  you  mean  we!l  to  your  life.  The  c  is  no  danger  .in  rcfcc 
thing  your  fclfr<)meiim:S  sVith  pleafihg  compiny,  that  lo  ynu  may  re- 
turn moxe  frt(h  and  vigorous  to  your  Icanitd  ix  rcifes.  It  is  better  to  be 
''"  '         ■  inno* 
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innocently  merry  at  the  Innc  in  Venice,  if  i'«  to  go  ki^  ones  fUf  in  tbc  Vault 

of  the  Church,  as  thcpoorc  •  I  latncnc  him.in  tru  h«  u  a  man  dead 

and  mirerabiCj  and  it  grieves  me  he  bid  not  time  co  bct'iia.himof  hit 
foulcs  health,  and  co  ask  pardon  of  God  i  but  to  conceive,  that  by  his 
death  a  great  light  is  cxtinguilhcd,  and  that  the  world  bath  loft  a  great 
mani  i  knew  bim  too  well  to  have  any  luch  opinion  He  was,  to  fay 
true,  amauofmctall,  and  bad  cciciineihrtics  of  wit  that  were  not  un« 
plcafant,  fo  long  as  thry  were  not  pi  inted  j  buc  who  would  endure  him 
to  be  enrolled  among  mo.^ern  Authors,  or  give  his  vcirc  a  place  among 
the  Poets  of  'his  time  ?  Yet  he  himfclf counted  his  courage  and  his  mi- 
litary venues  as  notbing  in  comparifon  of  his  eloquence,  and  cxccllenc 
gift  of  fpcaking  and  writing,  wherein  be  was  Co  hig'  ly  conceited  of  him- 
leife,  thatc  nciy  for  tcHing  him  one  day  of  it,  he  never  loved  me  after, 
and  is  dead,  I  affu  c  myfelf,  with  a  heart-burning  igiinft  me  foric 
They  fhn  r  p  ove  me  tor  writing  Nouvelles  ViSforUnjes  in  my  firft  Let- 
ter to  M  the  Ca'-dmall,  make  ic  appeirc  they  arc  farre  travellers  in  the 
Latin  Counrry,  and  never  come  to  difcover  Viilricts  liter o/s^  Liuredtas 
literas^SumumUurum  &C'  Miiicc  is  a  very  u ^jtift  thing,but  ignorance 
much  mor eyHom<n€  i'r,pe  ito  you  now  the  reft.  And  never  take  uflFeiice 
that  th  re  be  iomc  wil  not  fo  much  as  allow  me  for  aGrammcr  Ichollcr, 
and  perhaps  have  reafon.  Wc  nftentimcs  think  our  fdvcs  to  be  the  true 
owners  of  things,  of  which  indeed  we  arc  but  ufurpcrsj  there  is  nothing 
fccureagainft  wrangling,  every  thing  is  matter  of  fuit  in  this  wretched 
vrorld,yet /mean  not  focafily  to>eild  and  give  up  myrighcj  for  if  I 
were  nor  able  to  write  according  to  the  rules  of  Art,  I  muft  certainely  be 
one  of  the  moft  dull  capaci:y,  and  altogether  uncapableof  aU  difciplinc. 
For,  did  I  learn  nothing  by  fedi.g  the  Cirdinali  perron  ?  Nothing  by 
being  a  Scholler  in  the  French  tongue,  under  Mr.  Hitholaa  Geeffcteau  ? 
Nothing  by  a  thoufand  conferences  with  the  good  man  Milherbe  ?  And 
laftly,  Nothing  by  lodging  wi'h  Father  Bdudoin  ?  FJin  btc'ipiti  fomni^ 
ijlc  Varn^lfo  ?  For  one  is  as.  much  as  the  other,  as  you  know  well.  This 
nian,  in  tiuth,  is  no  ordinary  Father,  his  conceptions  and  produdions 
are  wi  bout  inccrmiflionj  he  fills  our  iludi-s  wih  bis  books,  he  amends, 
reforms,  embdlKhcs  the  books  of  oth-.  rs,  he  fmclls  a  Barbarifme,  or  an 
incongruity  leven  miles  ofFj  he  hath  counted  by  tale  all  the  improprie- 
ties that  are  in :  he  is  admirable  in  knowledge  and  ufe  of  ail 

particles,  and  I  am  furc  he  loves  me  not  fo  little,  to  hide  any  fecret  or 
myftcry  of  all  bis  knowledge  from  me  j  I  intrca:  you  to  kifle  his  hands 
for  me,  and  to  behevcthat  I  am  moft  truly, 

Sir, 
At  B</^ic,  lo.  »/lug, 

I  6  J  o.  lour, if  ^ 

£14  ^^^^ 
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Another  to  him. 
LjtterXLVIII. 

CI  R,  three  daycs  fincc  I  imparted  my  melancholy  and  myunquKt: 


ncfle  untQ  you,  and  how  much  I  was  moved  ac  the  ct  uelcy  of- 


I  have  fincc  reGciv:rd  your  Letter  of  the  njoth  of  ihijp  cfenr,  which  doth 
not:  indeed  take  all  my  piinc  from  mc,  brciufc  it  declares  not  whatis 
done  againftmc,  but  yec  aiTflragcth  it  a  litde,  bccaufc  ic  declares  that 
pothing  h  Acip.t  againft  mc  that  is  deadly.  However  I  muft  put  on  a 
reloluiion  fo:  ail  evcnrs,  and  comfort  my  fdf  with  Philorophy,  and  with 
you  5  you  that  are  my  true  and  faithful!  friend^  ^and  that  ft  and  between 
me  and  all  the  fton-s  my  cncm-es  threw  at  me.  Your  r.fFcdion  ij  no 
fmalihelpto  mc  in  thefe  trcubiefome  cncounrersj  and  the  tcnderneflc 
you  Ihcwtohavepfmc,  bindcsmciu  a  very  fcnfible  obligation  to  you. 
Concerning  the  ill  will  ef it  can  do  me  no  g  eat  hurt,  and  par- 
don me  if  I  io  not  ihiak  my  honour  \s  ingagcd  to  make  fo  bloody  a 
warjre  upon  him  as  you  would  bave  me-  The  Ivife  flicw  is  miceof  rcfen- 
ting  petty  injuries,  the  better  and  the  more  readily  i  hey  arerc  t>cllcdi  if  I 
ftiould  think  upon  anfvvering  him,  I  (liould  but  make  a'ccmment  upon 
his  gibriili,  for  them  that  underftand  hfm  nor,  and  thereby  bring  his  id  ■ 
ly  into  the  more  credit  and  rfqueft.  When  time  and  pbc<  feiv  s  we  will 
handle  him  as  he  dcrerves,and  doubt  not  but  hisligb.ncfs  Hiall  light  hea- 
vily upon  him,  ontly  doe  you  colled;  I'ome  common  places  upon  this 
matter,  and  remember  your  \t\U  of  all  that  hath  pj.ii'^d  becsvcen — — — ^ 
£0  the  end  the  H  ftory  may  not  be  loft.  1  hive  h  ^d  ipct  ch  with  the  man 
whofe  whole  life  is  nothing  but  a  contiruall  mcdttati^'n  of  death;  J  nc» 
yer  found  htm  fo  auftere,  nor  fo  gteat  an  ef.ciny  of  bravery  as  ncwi  bis. 
devotion  refpf^s  Rcicher  rigbcof  mtion^j  nor  liyves  of  civility,  i  hive 
not  been  able  to  gct'him  to  write  to  that  per  ("on  that  lovcj  him  to  «ieaily,' 
^nd  complaines  to  you  (o  ofren  abuutit.  All  the  Anfwer  he  reai  ncs  tc>- 
his  long  Letters,  a  e  but  thefe  three  words  of  the  Gorpe',  tioH  ampliuf 
peccarCj  which  in  f^/ecicr  and  more  courdy  tc:  m-  s  is-  as  much  as  to  {ay, 

f^tes  heures  au  lieu  dc  I  '*€  fa  foulas 
pcfiie  tcs  colters]  fihsin  dcs  cb^pclefs  Sic, 

I  r<:ceived  the  other  day  a  moft  elegant  and  gentle  Letter  from  one 
Mou n fieiar  Trrcrr^,  a  L.iwyer  o{  AntTVcrpc  'y  but  I  know  not  by  what 
meanes  itcame  to  my  hands,nor  by  what  dirfiftton  to  return  an  anrwev. 
pray  enquire  after  him,  and  let  our  fri£nds  koow,  that  in  fpigbt  of  the 
Ma  queiTe  of  j^ytom^  I  have  adherents  in  Fknde^s,  and  Lhcrefore.)  c 
pccdc  not  make  bis  braggcs  for  having  barnt  my  booke  at  BruT:  Is.  Sci~ 
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lUtt  iUo  igfiey  voctm  omnium  Gentium  t  tt  Uhertitm  Eur9p0^  ^  ttnfemti^ 
m  generu  humtm  aboUre  arbitribitwr.  By  the  next  Poft  I  will  write  to 
Moofieur  Hottomin,7ind  will  give  Monficur  de  la  'Tigecnnem  thanks  for 
the  vcrfes  you  had  of  him  to  fend  me.  We  have  read  thesi  here  in  good 
company,  both  of  Males  and  Females,  snd  they.all  agree,  that  the  Fa- 
thers, my  adveifaries,  are  none  of  cbof<^  Chriftian  tily^es'Sy  he  fpcaksof, 
that  have  nailed  their  Pnflionsro  the  CiolTc  of'  h  nil- I  forfot  coa»k 
you  of  Monlieur  Scton,  and  to  defirc  you  to  call  ro  him  for  the  papers  he 
piomifed  me.  I  regard  htm  as  one  of  the  great  Dolours  ofourajc,  and 
make  ufr  ot  the  riches  of  his  Ipirit  with  io  grc  .i  pi  iv^cy,  that  he  fetms  to 
be  but  as  it  were  my  Treafurer.  I  know  not  hew  to  make  an  end;aor  yet 
am  willing  to  fay  more,  becauCc  I  muft  icrerve  fomcching  far  Monday 
next,  /therefore  take  my  Icayc,  afluringycu  there  is  non<  more  truly 
than  I, 

Sir, 
At  jB<i/^4f,  7  fAn.  I  6}  r.  7ou,,^c 


To  Monfieur  Girrard^  OfEciall  of  the 
Church  of  AngoHUfme. 

Letter  XLIX. 

O  I  R,  I  make  ufeof  you  with  the  li-:e  liberty  as  I  defire  you  would 
^^  m.ike  ufe  of  mej  if  therefore  you  have  any  fparetime,  vou  may  allow 

it  to  the  aff  irts  of but  fo  as  ynu  allow  it  to  mine  fii  ft,  and  that 

you  mikc  a  diftcrence  between  fricndllvp  and  courtcfie.  1  dcubcnot  but 
you  will  give  yai  bcft  advice  to  the  Gentleman  that  is  recommended  to 
vou.  and  will  fcr  forwa-d  the  bell  ycu  can  the  dclign  we  have  to  make 
him  one  day  an  honcl'i:  man.  J  find  chc  Bookc  more  neatly,  and  more 
corre(5^1y  printed  thi^  I  could  have  imri^in-dj  and  I  would  tell  you  that 
you  a  can  able  Grammarian,  but  thac  /  krt  your  Divinity  would  be 
nog  y  for  giving  you  fofmall  a  prsife,  and  fo  mu<h  vilified  by  \h^  Mcf- 
fauTi  or  Maftc;s.  The  two  L-.tin  Titicfts  you  fcnt  me  are  as  difFcieutcf 
(file  as  they  are  of  matter.  Any  man  thac  can  but  relilh  the  antient  purity 
will  take  the  fi  ill  of  them  for  fhc  work  oFfomc  Rom  ^.n -that  lived  ia  ibc 
tkiits  of  the  lepuUliclc,  but  theoihercan  bcbut  the  wtitingof  fomc 
Gii«/f  or  5pir3?\ir£(  thac  came  to  declaim  at  Kome,  in  the  reign  ot  the  fix  h 
©-  fcvf  nth  Empercur.  O.ie  meets  ac  the  b'  ginning  with  fomething  thac 
d  -zio',  ai'.d  makes  a  faire  fhcvv  of  fomc  great  good  to  follow,  but  at  ifac 
batorue  there  is ^aofuch  matter  to  be  (ccn,  no  hmg  but  fwcliirgandob- 
fiu  ity,  oftentimes  falle  traines,  and  eve  y  whtre  biags  and  bravadoes 
tbac  arc  no:  tolerabie.  It  is  a  pleafure,  as  i  am  toldj  to  hcare  this  famous 

Author 
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Author  tiik  of  himfcif;  he  ihinks  hi^  Pen  as  much  worth  as  the  King  of 
Sweicn'i  $wori>iind  no  lefs  fatall  to  $tat€S  and  Pcincifs.  He  faith  it  is  be 
that  beftosYCs  glory  or  diihonour,  makes  msn  famous  or  infamous  as  he 
plcafeth^and  that  he  hith  means  enough  to  be  revenged  of  the  Emperour 
or  Pope,  if  the  Emperoyr  or  the  Pope  llijuld  offer  him  any  wrong. 
SuUgety  Lipfui  and  Gafiubon  were  by  his  owne  faying,  but  hts  Forc- 
ranrurs,  and  .11  the  light  of  the  former  ag«,  but  the  Aurora  of  his,  and, 
yet  for  all  thi5,he  hath  but  a  very  little  heid,and  but  very  ftinng  cys,  anc" 
but  a  very  fumbfing  fpecch,  ani  bu:  a  very  (illy  difcourfe,  that  you  maj 
know  his  judgement  is  not  the  pr;cdominant  part  of  hij  foule*  But  th< 
world  talks  otherwifc  of  him,  that  he  is  aloft  man,  and  one  that  hath 
forfeited  his  lirains,not  onely  [wallowed  up  of  a  ftrong  and  vaft  imagi- 
natioajnot  on.'-ly  bending  under  the  burdcnof  an  overcharged  memory, 
but  apt  to  lo(e  himfche  in  the  walks  of  Pluto's  Philofophy,  for  which  yet 
he  is  become  an  Apoftate  from  Arifiotles  Doftrine.  I  coafcfs  utito  you 
nowjthat  the  time  hath  been  I  have  made  much  reckoning  of  this  man, 
&  am  ftill  of  thofc  ill  husbands  that  give  p-cfenrs,  but  pay  no  debts  It  is 
ccitain  Jdifchargc  my  duty  fxtreamly  illjflc  Monf  VidtU  hath  juft  caufc 
to  think  me  the  moft  uncivil  man  that  lives  But  you  know  the  fecrct  of 
this  matter,  and  that  in  my  inciviliry  there  is  a  kind  of  Religion,which  I 
have  not  dared  as  yet  co  violate.  Unlcfs  I  Oiould  fin  againft  my  faith  gi- 
ven, I  can  neither  enjoy  the  good  he  hath  done  me,  nor  give  him  the 
thanks  ;i  owe  himj  and  this  is  the  extremity  of  my  mifcry,  that  I  have 
receiv'd  a  moft  precious  gift,and  yet  can  neither  be  rich  by  itjnor  thank- 
full  for  it.  Take  fomc  cou;  fe  fo-  Gods  fake,  that  1  may  difpcnfe  with  an 
oath  that  is  fo  contrary  to  honcfly,and  fo  dircftly  crofleth  tbe  righcof 
nations  and  all  good  manners.  Intrcat  our  friend  to  give  me  my  liberty 
again,  which  I  have  folcmn'.y  promifcd  'oimploy  wholly  in  doing  him 
fervice,and  in  accommodatiRg  thatconfuGon  which  makes  me  commie 
this  difordcr.Monfieur  de  VUffu  hath  fo  powerfully  confuted  thar  which 
I  writ  the  other  day  to  Madam  D*Anguitour, r.hzt  I  am  become  pcrfwadcd 
my  felf,and  am  no  longer  of  my  ownopinion,but  willingly  confefs,that 
if  i  fhould  be  obltinite  in  dckndini  my  falfe  maxims,  I  Ihould  do  as  ill 
as  ma:<e  a  fchifm  amongft  Ladi.^s,  &  be  the  Author  of  a  molt  pernicioui 
dodrine.  I  have  put  this  Letter  in  my  packet,  that  you  may  fee  I  ycil- 
cled  not   for  nothing ,   and   chat  you  may  flicw  it  alfo  to  Monlieur 

who  hath  defiied  me  he  m'gh:  f  e  it.  TheE«cow«woE  Monfieuc 

^e/i  r^/ift^which  you:  brother  defired  of  me,  is  in  the  lOj  Bookeof  the 
Mtflo  ics  of  Monficu  de  Thou.  Change  but  ihc  dace  oncIy,and  you  will 
9grfe  with  me,  ihac  it  was  ccrtainely  made  for  our  Monfieur  dc  ViktU, 
that  is  now.  1  fend  it  yoa  bv  ihls  Poft,and  remain,  Sir, 

At  Si/tif^,  4' Dcccmb. 

\6  I  X.  TfU'i  Sec. 

fiupm 
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RUpm  brutimprofe^ui.pulfstU  mwis,  cumab  eppugmtiotte  tmiticum 
damno  fuorumrepulfju  tfj'cti  rurfus  redinteg.ata,  vcrberitiont^  ubi  vidi$ 
tb  ea  parte  comtumfruflrAede',  jam  ruinU  ib  obfrjfn  farta  i  alio  tormcnt£ 
tranifen  i  dumqucviiit  CoUociniU  Ubont^  iStu  majorif  ftU^ti,  in  upite 
fauciatiM  {(I'y  (xeoquevuln€r€ipoSiduii>shora^  dcci^Uy  imredibiU  fui  Regit 
Ttefiicrio  rcUHo ;  mfirtnuim  ddmedum,  acfidam  optrim  (err.ptr  mviitrat^ 
Eratvir  fummAfertitudinepraiitttSi  inpeumlU  imperurritui^  in  adverfii 
Con(iansy  in  projperif  moderatus,  libenlit,  comis^  magnx  in  explictndk  nt* 
getiii  (oUrti£,  tn  imperio  ac  magiftntUy  quam  privatui^melior,  Efpimoniutf 
quern  iUe  ha^edem  rdiquit,  eum  tafum  accrbiffime  tulit :  quippefratre  ihifij' 
pmoy  (^frmijfimo  Fertim^'fua  ivvidiofte  munimtnto  Orbtitm, 


To  Monfieur  de  gues. 
L  E  T   T  E  R  L 

C  I  R,  my  moft  dear  Father,  you  have  obliged  me  exceedingly  unto 
^  you,  for  impininguntomethc  good  newes  that  is  come,  and  for 
comm  Jnicaring  wirh  me,thc  joy  you  take  in  the  happy  fucceflc  of  the 
Kings  Army. I  tlo  no:  think  be  hath  abetter  fubjcft  in  all  his  Kingdom, 
than  your  ftiie ;  never  fervant  was  more  zealous  for  bis  Mailers  greaf 
ncflc  i  never  Pcrfun  more  rcligioufly  adored  Monarchy!  You  love  your 
childrcnjknow,  infinitely,  yet  this  is  but  your  fccond  love  j  that  of  the 
i5:a:«j  and  of  the  Publique,  goes  farrc  before  it,  ani  I  fearc  me,  you 
would  ^ivc  us  all  for  the  pooreft  Frontier  Town  oiFUndcrs,  or  for  any 
p.iliry  Fort  of  (SW/Kj/J  That  whxh  I  read  in  the  Poftfcript  of  your  Lcc- 
fcr,  did  fo  very  well  pleafc   me  ;  the  good  opinion  which  Monfieur ^e 

■ haih  of  me^  is  more  a  burthen  to  me,  than  an  honour :   and 

I  could  wiili,  he  would  make  Icfs  reckoning  of  me,  Co  he  would  let  me  be 
more  at  qu-et.  You  haveaftrange  friend  of  him  ,  to  take  me  for  his 
common  place  book,  and  to  think  th:;t  I  am  an  Index  for  finding  out 
conceits  and  figures.  In  the  matter  you  propounded  to  me  onhjs  bc- 
hilfc,  I  can  fay  no  mo^e  than  what  I  have  faid  already;  butif  he  pleafc 
to  take  the  paines  to  Tranflate  my  French  into  Latin,  he  may  eafily  do 
in  fjch  fort,  that  he  fiiail  be  taken  for  the  Author,  and  I  but  for  the 
Trai  fluor.  I  have  told  you  of  the  dignity  of  the  Language,  in  which  he 
^Tieancs  tc  wrice,and  what  great  advantage  it  hath  over  cuisjit  is  certain, 
thit  it  elevates  and  raifeth  up  the  low  thoughts  of  the  AuLhors,anJgives 
much  more  to  tb€m:,thaii  it  receives  from  them.  Whereas  ours  contrary- 
yvifcjhaih  no  bcautyjbut  as  the  Authors  embeililh  it  and  fee  it  cm.It  hath 

no 
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no  fubliftence,  butbythemattcn  no  force,  buc  from  the  fubjcfts  that 
are  hindlfd  I  have  made  choice  jof  fome,  which  I  thought  ficttft  for  his 
puipofe,  if  he  findc  them  for  his  turn,  he  may  make  ufc  of  them,  and 
better  them  much  by  putting  them  into  Ciurp*s  ftilc  and  phrafe  :  and 
thefc  are  they.  Good  mf nought  to  dcfire  great  Dignities,as  a  neceffary 
means  to  perform  great  acchievemeots,  which  if  they  perform  them  not, 
both  Grxi  \i  ill  call  thtim  to  account  for  his  graces,  no  better  imploycd, 
and  the  World  will  fuftl/compUiniit  is  left  a  prey  to  the  wicked, aod  chat  :^ 
the  delirc  of  their  own  private  quiet,  makes  tbcm  abandon  all  care  of  the  ^ 
publick.  This  is  to  tell  you,  my  Lord,  that  you  ought  to  referve  your  ' 
humility,  for  adions  that  pafs  between  God  and  youj  but  that  for  other 
matters  you  cannot  have  too  much  credit, nor  too  much  greatnefsifceinj 
it  is  fit  that  wifdom  fhould  be  obeyed,  and  that  there  arc  fomevertues, 
which  cannot  be  aded  by  thofc  that  arc  poorcjfir'c.  Though  we  be  not 
fo  out  of  the  world,  but  that  we  bear  ncwcs  of  it;  yet  it  paiTcth  through 
fo  many  pi 'ces,  that  it  cannot  chufe  burre«cive  divers  imprcflions,  and 
can  never  come  to  us  in  purity,  feeing  it  gathers  muddcin  coming  buc 
from  the  LeuurC'  Yet  1  haveccmc  to  know,  and  fame  hath  founded  in 
our  defartj  tfee  great  battels  that  have  b;cn  fought  for  the  honour  of 
France,  and  how  you  have  vaoquiflicd  the  Ipirits  of  ftrangers,  which  is  a 
greater  viftory  than  to  vanquilh  their  forces.  I  have  come  to  know,  that 
Jtily  hath  vented  out  all  her  fubciltics,  and  imployed  thtm  to  deceive  us, 
and  yet  could  nor;  and  thu  thefe  fpirirs,  which  thought  ro  reigneinall 
aflcmblics,  and  to  be  maflers  of  reafon,  have  not  becne  able  to  defend 
thtmfclves  againfl  you,  but  with  fpight  and  choller,  nor  to  complain  of 
any  tbing,  bac  that  you  perfwaded  them  to  that,  which  they  came  rcfol- 
ved  never  to  do,  fo  as  th.y  which  called  us  Barbarians,  and  got  alwaycs 
as  much  by  their  Treaties,  as  they  loft  by  our  Vidories,   have  fouiid  at 
lifk,  that  there  is  wifdome  on  this  (idethc  tAlpCf,  as  well  as  b:yond,  and 
ar'c  driven  to  acknowledge,  (hat  we  had  a  man  amongft  us  now,  ableto 
binder  them  from  deceiving  us  as  they  had  done    Tbey  wondred  to  fee 
a  Scivant  that  could  not  cnduie  there  fhould  be  a  greater  Mafter  than 
his  own,that  felt  the  leaft  evils  of  his  Country,as  if  they  were  his  proper 
woundsjand  thought  it  a  hurt  to  himfclf,if  th  re  were  but  an  offer  made 
to  touch  the  Dignity  of  his  CrownC}but  when  they  faw  that  you  applyed 
remedies  upon  the  fodaine  to  all  inconvcaiencies,  which  they  thought 
youcQuid  never  have  avoydcdjthar  you  no:  only  aiifwevM  all  objedions 
they  made,  buc  prevented  all  they  intended  to  make,  that  you  dived  into 
their  foulcs,  and  took  hold  of  their  intentions  there,  and  at  the  firflcon, 
fcrcncc,  made  anfwer  to  that  which  they  rcfcrvcd  for  thefccondj  then  in 
ttu  h  their  fleam  turned  into  choller,  and  then  you  quite  routed  all  their 
humane  P.  udencc,  and  all  iheir  politick  Msximes,&c.  ]  am  not  able  to 
difTeinble  the  j^yl  take,  :o  heare  :hat  your  good  fetviccs  are  acknow- 
ledged. 
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ledgf  d,  that  when  divers  counfcl$  had  been  trycd,  yet  yours,  at  laft,  was 
ililliainc  to  be  followed,  and  that  io  guiding  the  fortune  o(f  ranee,  you 
arc  no  Icffc  Prefidcnc  of  all    affaires  of  Burcpc.  It  is  true,  that  of  all 
external!  contentmcntSj  I  have  none  fo  fcnlible  to  mc  as  ibisj  but  on  the 
other  fide,  when  I  heare  that  your  health  is  continually  affaultcd,  or  at 
Icaft  threatned  by  feme  accident  or  other,  that  the  reft,  which  the  quiec- 
neiTcofYOurConfcience  ought  to  afford  you,  keeps  you  not  from  ha- 
ving unquiet  Nights,  and  that  in  'the  midfl  of  all  your  glory  and  good 
fucc<:ires,yet  youofteotimes  areas  it  were,  weary  of  your  life,  then  in- 
deed, fltc  And  can  it  not  be,    that  you  Ihould  come  to  heare  the  pub- 
liquc  acclatnations,,  but  in  the  unquictneffc  of  your  warchings  ?   Nor  of 
your  praif  s,  but  in  your  paines  ?  Muft  the  Senfc  fufFer,  and  the  Spiric 
rcjoyce?  Muft  you  be  upon  the  rack,  when  you  are  in  your  triumphs  ? 
Muft  you  do  two  contrary  works  at  oncCjand  at  the  fame  time  btvc  need 
both  of  moderation  and  of  patience  ?  If  veitue  could  be  miferablc,  and 
that  the  fed,  which  accounts  nothing  evill  but  painc,  nothing  good  but 
pUafure,  were  notuniverfaliy  condemned.  Certainely  the  divine  Pro- 
vidence,wou!d  at  this  day  be  complained  upon  by  places  of  all  thisKing* 
dome,  and  all  honeft  men,would  in  your  behalfe  finde  fomething  atvilis 
in  the  worlds  government.  But  my  Lord,  you  know  better  than  I,  that 
it  is  the  happineffe  of  Beafts  onely,  of  which  we  muft  believe  the  body  ; 
for,  as  for  ours,  which  refides  in  our  higheft  parr,  it  is  as  little  fenfible  of 
difordcrs  that  are  below  her,  as  they  which  are  in  Heaven  are  uncapablc 
of  offences  by  ftormcs  of  the  aire,  or  by  vapours  of  the  earth.  And  this 
being  fo,  God  for  bill  that  I  Ihould  judge  of  your  condition  by  the  ftate 
of  your  health,  and  not  think  him  perfcdly  happy  whom  I  efteem.  Doc 
but  imagine  with  your  fclfe,that  you  have  made  &  divifion  of  the  infir- 
mities ot  humane  naure,  with  other  men,  and  then  you  fhall  finde  the 
advantage  is  on  your  fide,feeing  there  is  in  you  but  a  Imal  portion  of  pain 
for  infinue  defcds  that  arc  in  others.    Yet  I  cannot  but  think,  that  the 
term;  of  your  patience  is  necre  expired,  and  that  the  time  to  come  ii 
preparing  contentments  for  you  that  arc  wholly  pure,  and  will  make  you 
I  young  againe  after  the  timcjas  before  the  time  you  have  made  your  fclf 
old. The  King  that  hath  need  of  your  long  life, makes  no  willies  in  vainc, 
and  heaven  hcares  not  the  prayers  of  the  enemies  of  cur  ftate.  We  knot* 
of  no  fucceffour  fit  to  undertake  what  you  leave  unfinifhed  ;  and  if  it  be 
true  that  our  Armies  are  but  the  armcs  of  your  head,  and  that  God  hath 
chofen  your  eounfaile  for  cftablilliing  the  aft'ai  s  of  this  agej  why  fhould 
we  feare  a  Icffe  which  bath  no  right  to  come  but  to  our  pofterity  ?  he 
will  not  in  this  onely  point  leave  impcrtcft  the  bappinelTe  he  hath  pro- 
ffiifcd  us  i  he  loves  men  too  well  to  deprive  them  of  that  good  which 
you  are  borne  to  do  them    When  Armies  are  defeated,  there  may  new 
^c  levied^  and  a  fccond  Fleet  aay  be  fet  forth  when  the  firft  is  loft  ; 

but 
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but  if  you,  my  Lordj  (hould  failc  us,  &c.  It  Ihill  be  in  your  time;  thac 
people  oppreffed  fliali  come  from  the  worlds  end  to  fceke  the  protediorf 
of  this  Crown,  that  by  your  means  our  Allies  (hall  be  well  payed  for 
their  loffcs,  that  the  Spaniards  llial I  be  no  connuerours,  but  the  French 
flialiibc  the  freers  of  all  the  earth.  It  Hiall  bein  yourtime,  that  the  holy 
feat  fliall  have  her  opinions  free,  the  infpirationsof  the  holy  Ghoft  (hall 
be  no  more  oppugned  by  the  cunning  of  our  adverfarics,  and  that  there , 
fhali  be  raifed  up  couragious  hearts,  worthy  of  ancient  Itdy,  and  able  to 
defend  the  common  caufe.  Finally,  my  Lord,  it  fliall  be  byyourwif- 
dome,  thac  there  fliall  be  no  more  tyranny  in  Gfariftendome,  nor  rebel- 
lion in  this  Kingdome  :  Thac  the  people  fliall  leave  in  their  fuperiours 
hands  both  Liberty  and  Religion,and  that  from  this  legall  government, 
and  from  this  perft^  obedience,  there  fliall  arife  that  happinefle,  which 
Polititians  feek  for,  and  which  is  the  end  of  all  civill  fccieci^s.  My  hope 
is,  that  all  thefe  things  fliall  come  to  paflc  thorough  your  wife  govern- 
ment, and  thac  after  you  have  made  fuie  ourpeace  and  our  neighbours, 
you  fliall  your  felfc  enjoy  the  benefit  of  your  good  deeds  with  pleafure, 
and  at  your  cafe,  and  fliall  fee  the  ftateof  things  continue  flourifliing, 
¥fhereofnonebutyour  fclfehave  beenethe  Author.  I  earneftly  intreat 
you  fo  to  dealc  with  Monfieur  de  — — -  that  he  may  reft  contented 
with  this,  and  difpenfe  with  me  for  any  new  meditation  which  woul4 
require  more  leifure  than  I  am  like  to  have.  This  bearer  will  deliver  you 
the  Hiftory  offQueen  Eli^ihethf  which  may  ferve  you  for  a  recreation  to 
the  end  of  the  week,  and  then  I  fliall  come  and  aske  your  opinion,  and 
dcfire  you  to  give  me  fomc  light  of  that  time,  out  of  the  great  experience 
you  have  in  many  things.  E  defire  of  God  with  all  my  heart,  that  he 
will  be  pleafed  to  afford  you  yet  fome  great  matter  to  excrcife  your  felfe  i, 
in,  and  that  this  Wife  old  age  of  yours,  which  we  fo  much  admire,  may  | 
long  continue  to  be  aftrength  and  ornament  to  your  family.  Thefe  are 
my  earocft  wifliesj  and  withal!,  to  make  you  by  a  perfect  acknowledge- 
inenc  of  your  favours  a  perfcd  proof  that  J  am^ 

Sir^my  demFAthif, 
79wr3  JTC 
At  'Siliu,  7  June 
1654. 


Z)^  BALZAC.  X4} 

To  Monficiw  ^f  Beifrohrf, 
L  i  T  T  I  R  Ll. 

SI  R,  the  Muf«  never  favoured  man  as  they  do  you  5  you  are  the 
oncly  man  ihat  need  ueitber  mcitc  nor  loTure  for  your  meditations' 
In  the  troubles  oi  the  world  you  pollclir  yom  fpiric  in  peace,  and  feeing 
the  bruit  of  the  Ccurt  diverts  not  your  attention,  neither  can  the  Sea 
and  all  vs  waves  hinder  your  ccmpofitions  It  is  no  fmaL  adv;?nt^2e  to 
finde  that  foiiiude  in  ones  fclfe,  which  others  feckc  for  in  the  Dcfartj 
and  not  to  be  bound  to  goe  our  of  the  world  for  fetching  in  of 
found  opinions  and  perfwafivc  words.  Ifihe  merit  of  yours  take  place 
wcftiall  Ihortiy  lee  at  Siajc  playcs,  as  many  long  Caffc.ks,  as  (h ore 
Kobes,  and  the  moft  auftcrc  Philofophers  will  have  rfccir  hands  and  eyes 
in  the  recreations  ot  the  people,  and  lo  Sir^  of  a  mifchicfc  you  Oiaf.  make 
a  remedy  }  you  lliah  fee  timerous  fpuics  at  liberty,  and  fli^l  fice^s  from 
two  tcrrtbie  Monfters,rcrupulourncjre,  and  vitious  bafhfulncffc.  You 
make  me  long  to  bear  a  pan  in  this  adion,  and  in  this  fort  to  defend 
the  Theater ;  to  take  the  field  afcer  yoa  is  not  fo  much  to  fijht  as  to 
purfue  the  vidory,  and  I  think  it  no  wrong  to  vatuc  to  juftific  an  inno- 
cent plcafure,  an,i  that  which  is  oneiy  worthy  of.hcri  this  we  ewe  to 
^afcn,  to  Mjfnijfi,  to  BrutM,  and  ojhcr  worthy  men,  vtho  live  at  this 
day  in  the  perfon  of  the  man  you  fo  much  commend,  and  whom  I  ad- 
mire as  often  as  I  heare.  Ir  is  certainc,  that  the  g  ace  with  which  he 
pronounceth  vcrtue,  gives  them  a  degree  of  goodnelTe,  which  the  Poett 
cottld  not.  They  arc  more  beholding  to  him  that  pronounceth  them 
than  to  him  that  made  themj  and  this  fccond  Father  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak) 
purgeth  by  his  adoption  all  the  vices  of  their  birth  3  the  tuneof  his  voice 
accompanied  with  the  dignity  of  bis  gcfturcsj  gives  akindc  ofnoblc- 
neflc  to  the  vulgar  and  bafe  conceits.  No  foule  isfff  flronglw  for- 
tified againft  tbeobjcds  of  fenfe,  which  he  forceth  not  i-No  judgement 
fo  wary  and  fo  well  prepared,  which  is  not  caught  wiih  the  impolute  of 
his  words,  in  fuch  fort,  that  if  in  this  world  there  be  any  happincfle  for 
vcrfcs,  it  is  certainly  in  hismouih,  and  in  his  pronouncing;  by  which  as 
evill  things  get  the  colour  of  good,  fo  good  things  get  theutrermc*  of 
their  perfedion.  Let  me  know  Sir,  whwther  I  hit  righr  upon  your  in- 
clinations )  and  in  the  mean  time  I  give  you  many  thanks  lor  your  ma- 
ny favours,  particularly  for  the  Letter  of  my  Lord  y„u  loojc  the  pains 
to  fend  me.  He  writes  indeed  in  the  ftyle  cf  a  Conquercur,  and  hffc 
words  ji(C(pi,leg',pnbiviykycuT  much  of  thcfe,  Ver.ividt.  v.lfoi  f  />- 
(ifi  and  of  thcfe,  'hAyvei^^^-gyvr^^^  KctTi^ryafjOf  anoihci  ttf/<rr  that 


was 
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was  aftcrwardtw  Though  I  ftiould  never  receive  other  mark  of  Ui 
love  but  this,  yet  were  this  a  full  recompence  of  all  the  pafliori  I  ow  id 
bis  fervice;  yet  I  muft  tell  you^  I  cannot  torgct  the  honour  he  bath  done 

me,  in  procuring  me  a  promife  that  T  (hall  be  paid  of  - — .  \  have 

done  all  poflibic  1  could  to  blot  this  thought  out  of  my  minde,  but  I 
confcfTc  unto  yoa>  that  my  imaginative  pare  isalittleftrong.  I  could 
never  hitberto  fatisfie  my  felfc  herein,  and  what  bad  anfwer  foc.erl 
receive  from  men,  yet  ftill  I  rely  upon  this  word  of  God,  who  com- 
mands me  to  hope  well^and  therefore  1  wait  ftili  for  the  accompliQiment 
of  the  Oracle.  All  our  people  areexcreamiy  bound  unto  you  for  remcm^ 
bring  ic^  and  I  Am  my  felfe  more  than  all  the  world  eogetber^ 

Sir, 
At  B4/|<tf,  J  lApiU 
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To  the 

READER. 

THenamcof^2Az?LCi\i  is  not  confined  mth'rn  the 
Orbc  of  one  Kingdom  :  his  pen  hath  mad^  hir/i 
known  unto  all  that  pretend  to  Eloquence  and  Poli- 
ter Learning  :  And  had  his  language  been  mcrege-^ 
neral^hisTPorthhadheen  more  known-  It  is  then  a 
duty  we  owe  to  virtue  to  unfold  ir^wben  it  is  contraS- 
ed  within  too  narrow  limits^  and  to  unlock^  the  Cabi^^ 
net^  and  make  it  commuijicable^  when  it  is  retrained 
from  that  freedom  which  is  part  of  its  ejjence  and  na- 
ture. tVhcreforefome  of  our  own^  finding  that  our 
Authors  Language  was  too  narrow  for  the  merits  of 
his  works :i  ^^^^  rendered  feme  pieces  of  his  in  En^- 
lifll.    N<?r  did  their  "Travails  falljl)9rt  of  their  hopes 
hut  fuccefs  hath  crowned  their  endeavors.  By  the  in-^ 
couragement  of  their  aufpicious  flight  abroad^  I  made 
Augury    touching    the  fortunes  of  this  frefij  piece 
whtch  I  now  expofe  to  the  common  light ^  without  the 
countenance  and  patronage  of  any  great  name^  hut 
guarded  onely  with  its  own  fate:  It  hath  a  Genius 
and  carries  the  nameof^Az^c  in  evsrj  page^  that  is 
tnoHght 

AAa  ^  For 


To  the  Ileader. 

p  i^:rc  M  arb.     ^or  l^now  (deader)  that  he  is  Af after  of 
4  Liv.  ?.         thepeninti^xncQ^  L  Aiglede  1  Elo- 
quence Francoife^  af   one  Jiiles  the 
(>fedtCh.inc2llGiir  DaV^ir^  a  towrwgEagle^  whofe 
Jireh'g^h  of  }vi?fgs  bears  him  aloft  above  the  tra&s  of 
common  flights.  I  may  fay  ofhim^  withfome  variatr^ 
cv^  what  Pliny  faidof  Cicero^  that  of  lattrtimes^ 
1..  7.  nat  ^-ndfor  his  own  latiguage^  folus  in  toga  tri- 
Hift  c  50.  umphum  meruit^  lingu^qf>  laureacBj  and 
if  the  Mufcs  jpeak^  Frenchj  thty  vpould  ufe  no  other 
DiakU^  ihdf?  that  ^/Monf:  de  Balzac. 

If  thou  dcfi  not  find  the  fame  thread  run  through 
all  his  Letters^  thinkjt  a  peece  of  his  Art^  to  vary  the 
Idea  and  charatJer  ofhisfpeech^according  to  the  qua^ 
liiy  of  hisfihjecf.  Wherefore  we  finde  him  jome- 
times  bfty  and  magnificent  ,  and  fometimes 
grave  and  moderate  :  now  he  is  calm  and  fmooth^  and 
anon  he  thunders  and  lightens :  here  his  ivords  fall 
Hm.  like  hail ^  andtherc^^'^^^^^^^^  isiKoTo.  ;^H/xac<»-ViM, 
lAttfJ^  y.  Ukefiill  and  gentle  fnon\  orthefilcUt  feet  of 
time.  And  though  they  be  hut  7t*?jp>a,  fin&ures^  and 
e  <:cuyfions  ofhkpen^yct  upon  due  examination^  thou 
fl)  alt  finde  they  be  decoctions  of  f //reft  Rhetor  ick  5 
a?TdtakeawayMon^\tux^  Sc  voftre  tres  humble ^ 
they  hefo  many  quaint  or  at  ions  ^anddifconrfes  politick 
and  m  or  all. 

But  never  did  any  he^ury  gain  all  fuff'er ages ^  net  a^ 
Mart  1.4.  ny  wit  a  general  applaufe.  Our  Author  in  his 
Epig  32-  Uermitagejike  that  Ecejntombedi^  Amber^ 
Dum  latuit  luzit :  he  fimd  through  the  vail  ofob^ 

fcnrity^ 


To  the  Reader. 

feurity^  where  in  he  itivoU-cd  hmfelf:  Ind  fome  O wl- 
eys  could  nothrookihcfflendor  ofhjs  light  ^though  at 
fuch  adijiancc  and  declination'-^and  he  h  id  moreene^ 
fHks  in  ihk^olitiidc  to  tnole^  himjthen  thcQovX  and 
Stone.  It  was  ever  the  fate  of  eminent  pcrfons  to 
have  AntagoniftSj  and envy^  like  the  Athenian  O  - 
ftracifmej  and perfccntes  the  bejt.  A  tcfy  Frier^  ;///- 
derthe?zameojV\{\\diXQ\\us^  comes  out  of  hh  Cloi" 
fieri,  and  raifeth  the  Hue  and  Cry  after  him^  as  an  cr^ 
rand  Thief  and  avoucheth  that  our  Mon(?eur /jca*^, 
is  hut  a  Mountebaokj^;;^  a  Plagiary^  t hat fl ruts  in 
borrowed  plumes  ^and  makes  a  great  JImv  of  the  frip^ 
pery  and  broh^ge  of  other  Authors :  pudet  h.-gc 
opprobria^  Sec.  But  BalzsiC  found  a  learned  Apo- 
logift^  to  refute  thefe  imputations:^  fo  that  this  Jingle 
ericounter  grew  up  into  a  fa&ion^  and  the  V en-men 
came  fo  fafi  into  the  field^  that  the  ^\\\\:ixkQS^  and 
Antiphilarks  divided  allFr^nce. 

There  happened  fome  difgufis  between  him  a^d 
father  G^LVCUQ  a  Jefuite  and  a  man  of  able  parts  : 
But  the  French  King  himfclfdidfo  far  tender  the 
fiudioHs  Repofe  ^/Monf.  de  Balzac,  ( that  by  thefe 
altercations  he  might  not  be  difcottr aged  or  diverted 
from  greater  dejfgns.')  He  interpofed  his  Authority 
to  make  a  Reconciliation  ^  and  becaufe  it  makes  for 
the  honor  of  the  parties  litig  n^^  I  have  prefixed  here 
the  Kings  A^^  and  their  mutual  letters^  as  rfindc 
them  at  the  beginning  of  Garafle  his  Somme 
Theologique. 

Aaa  ^  A^d 


To  the  Reader- 

JfTcl mrvQudiciousKcadcr')  Balzac  j?rf«^j  at 
thy  Tribunal,  expe&ing  thy  doem :  He  hopes  tofinde 
more  Candor,  and  better  dealings  in  England ,  the 
Region  of  peace,  as  he  calls  it^  than  among  his  own: 
prejumirig  upon  thegoodnefs  of  his  caufe^  and  thy  ju^ 
ftice^lhAve  adventured  fomething  upon  thy  cenjure* 
If  thou  contraSefi  thy  brow^  it  is  no  Jingle  fate^  -thofi 
condemnejl  at  once  a  multitude  ^/Dependents,  and 
Admirers  of  hh  virtues,  and  amongthem^inan 
humble  dijiance 


F-  B» 


'^'^^"'^ * \^^^^^ 

A  N 
O  F 

iiSMonfieur  the  King. 

VNderftanding  of  the  bad  mtellige^ce^v/hkh^ 
by  the  uQhappinefs   of  the  times   hath 
gtown  between  Monfieur  de  Balzac^  and  the  Aii- 
thour  of  this  Book^  we  could  not  but  partake  of 
thcdifcontents  of  fundry  honourable  perfona- 
ges^  and  judging  it  very  reafonable,  that  to  men 
that   continually    do    good  fervices   to   the 
CowKiofmeahh^     and   from    whom   it    fhould 
cxpeft  better,  yet  hereafte  (hould  be  divided 
in  wills  and  affeftions.  We  have  endeavored  to^ 
difpel  thofe  Clouds  by  the  evidence  of  truth's' 
the  bufinefs  was  not  very  difficult  for  us^  being 
we  were  to  dc«il  on  the  one  fide  with  a  religious 
man,  who  by  the  rule  of  his  Profcffion,  takes  a 
glory  in  defpoyling  himfelf  ofall  interefls,  and 
to  defire  the  love  of  all  the  world,  on  the  other 
fide  5   with  a  man  of  a  fr  nk  and  noble  courage, 
whofe  difcretion  guided  him  toputaditte- 
Aaa  4  rcnce 


rcnce  between  the  faults  of  men,  and  the  un- 
happincfs  of  the  age. 

So  th  it  we  thought  fit  ^  to  tye  again  the  knot 
of  triendftiipj  which  (by  accident)    had  been 
untied.  If  is  commonly  an  eafier  taske  to  recon- 
cile old  Friends^  than  to  make  new  ones.  Ha- 
ving then  happily  effeded  that  bufinefs,  we 
thought  that  good  men^  who  are  ever  well  af* 
fefted  to  the  fwee^nefs  of  peace,  would  gladly 
receive   fome  atithentick^  teftimonies  of  their 
good  intelligence^  ^nd  for  this  purpofe^  we  have 
got   interchangeable  letters   under  their  own 
Eands,  that  coafirm  the  fincerity  of  their  heatt^ 
for  to  prefent  theai  to  the  publick,  which  can- 
not bt  diftaftful  toany^^  but  to  thofe  that  are 
pleafed    with    nothing     bu^     diforders    and 
contentions. 


Johanni 


Johanni  Ludovico  Balzaco. 

QVod  ad  tejam  fcribo^C  V.  C. )  mirari  defjtesy  ft  nte^ 
ut  Religiofum,  &  tut  antantem  effe  mejnineris :  &  ani'- 
niam^putOy  &  manum  banc  facile  agnoveris,  fin  ntinus^  fal" 
Urn  ignoveris,  quod  utrunq-,  geftum  eft,  Non  nihil  inter  nos 
hngi  frigoris  fuit^fecuii  potius  vitioyguam  veftrfi,  Septenni'- 
um  efly  fateor  ex  quo  mutua  inter  nos  Epiftolarum  ntijjto  in* 
terrupta  ceffavit ;  ex  hocfilentio  torpQry  ex  torpore glacies  ex- 
orta:  velfatere  fuis ,  ut  ad  te  verbis  fcribat  fapicntidimus 
^Hebraeorum  Doftor,  dicatqs  Chriftaillus  gelavit  abaqiia  : 
fed  nofti  qnidrei  eft  Chriftallus,  cui prectum  facit  ipfa  fragi- 
litas?  vel  frangaturyvelindomita glacies  benigno  tepore/hl- 
vatur :  favent  omniay  &  tempusy  &  amicorum  vota  commu-' 
niunty  &  imprimis  defiderium  meum.  Nolo  retegere  quod  odif 
ofum  eft  J  rixarum  inter  nos  argumenta  &  fomites ;  fatalia, 
tftafunty  &  diffolvendis  amicitiis  nata  :  Inlitibus  nullus  (ut 
nofti)  finis  eft  :  dum 

Liticulas  lis  feminat  unica  plures.  Verficulos  ad  te  ex- 
temper  aneos  &  rudesmittOy  fedfcienti  loquor  &  occupationes 
meofy  d'Epiftglarem  in  verfu  formanij  nihil  enim  ab  Heroi- 
co  retinet  preter  pedes y  qiios  habet  formica  etiam  cum  homine 
communes  y  fed  quo  plures  eopejores.  libi  uni  profe  dot  Jim  eft 
UeroicsLS  grave fq;  literal  condere-y  fcripfit  OyidmHctoidzs, 
/e^Balzacus  Hcro'icsLS'Fluribus  abffineoynequodjudicio  dicoy 
adalationi  imputety  qui  non  norit  me  hujns  crimims  immunemy 
imo  &  hofte^n.  Cater  a  coram  amantius  &fufiusy  fcis  enim  a 
Sapiente  dtBmn :  mitte  fapientem  &  nihil  ei  dicas.  Rcgi- 
um  Proxenetam»/zc7i y«?w/<55  hoc  nomine  totumdixi. 
Vale  &me  ama» 

5,0  Martii.M.DCXXV.  ex  domo 

Probat.  S,  Gen;?/r>!i,  T>ic. 


"I  ^Jc  mibij  qitfd  ttme^i  prifcum  twlmvitrntrm, 
JL^  j^«i  mt  ctrdt  fuofcriptum  CBalzacc)  fercb«t 
A'fy^mvim  ad  nomtn  vettris  gkudthut  *mid, 
Ifevin^ft  TMtu^  quo  ftJABtLYttt  Orcftem  ? 

Ccr.  e  If  9  q\it  Ckpipe  rernm  cainofctre  caufas 
ScriiUritf  \  vicis  libmo  (pcmim  noiii, 
Hsi  4(mum  ptlagui  non  vtfiigibiU  cantis 
Kxptr'm^  Sophiafque  mea ft  ^nru  fupei/ex 
nhjkh  iigeni9' m^tr»i(3*  diludh  amiHtim i 
Him  n(q\  icimilUm  viif  fttfgfrCy  nti',  umbum 
J^^meri:dHffin  radios  fufcarhtmrVy 
E  tevat  tffl  ^mfafims  fiMUnm  mnttm 
^Mm^uj((fert^  mtg^ide  fme?\ttoms. 

lili  inuT  SaipcTOi  hhimttccwfehut  AtfioTcm 
Jnfzntcm  rctutum,  ctHfis  qnindut  tmnts 
Ift  poteqmciitfAsetitmpraetlJtrAtavo, 
}ttirtmq;^it'viiidsfeju'tfoiutMmy 
Et putCyfi qui/qwm rt^idefmbit  Amorecn 
Rm  ^mU mn  iApftyfiAknt  ADaition  efft, 

Hon  qxad  e^ogrMvibus  uttfii  Biizace  tifftrtm 
Cum  Gcaio  cogtnn  mi»  tt  primus  amtviy 
Nm  pmum  ut  tenera  gmmMS  autis  hima 
E'  cUuJHm  initni)  cilictm  primibui  unnii 
«»>/>  ^i  rtferittt,  mibi  nu  tontta  vtm 
Mitrmamfkbporde  fuitfnecamarineiK.vi 
Uis  tiinim^  baud  ulium  tt(lm  volt  ttmpv<  u  f^, 

Zft  utum  crnere  anniy  fpts  trtv'u  (ff  ip{tiy 
Bt  cm  mtH^os  licuit  mibi  urptn  frufiut 
Arbrris  opt  it X  rmUt  qum  Tore  fcitbdm 
ES^fngmtMrn  bibuht  cttliqy  fiiivfy 
jw»  me^^Cifffi  proplusy  dtxinq-y  voraei 
Pendn'»s  dttnxirtmum  :  fedinmiivtU 
'2)tlufitgric§!adHrmfosd€vu  Hydafpes, 
J^ii  mollti  AditHi  ffe^nnu&  mufit^ptm^ 
Excujpt  rigidMfqj  nucts  Upid$faf'yi9rni. 
»»   Hic  ego  mi  fttfer  J ttflH.:i  fenthrt  dtUrm, 
Et  Titmtt  sh  vrrum  mmini  incufitrt  Plstonemc 


PritHHS  amimUm  qui  dixit  Aiuhion  t^t, 

NAmq-,  9dii  immerjtum  ^uidm  tiftum  amm 
Ttcm\*i  htAuifft  ntgf^  nifipefiis  nmffum 
Fama,  tihi  H€Hdt  fffimavtrit  invidi  uufni 
Inconfutu  parens  §diJy  quod Ji  vice  verfM 
F§rte  rtiinMAvi  trtpidMn},contrjq',  Ugmem 
FtruidHS  $pfifui  vclfeUfm^&  mt  qmqy  tklpd 
Tr$puui  VIS  eftrtumtBilzicCffMUntm 
/4c<ipe,  nee  UHtiUum  ebfttty  nefimits  wmd. 
Scepius  &  mign<t  nufgnntHr  amanubHS  ira^ 
iluti  %oc§  ptrpttHum  fifictri  gluten  a  mari/, 
j^Mw  67*  rtribibic  nmvg  (x^e  ancbx 
Po(l  vuliiumftfiilmtn  imint  Mrdtntins,  &  qu9 
Trmpifias  mm:fn  m»iis  tmb^irit  xfmu 
Pwior  in  tefiai  te$  dtUhitw  imber, 

fic  igitHT  folid§  gtntYofum  ptCini  Mm§ri 
Vt  jtMitit ,  nomenq-,  baud  dtdigtwris  gmici^ 
X(itod  divtU  mto  tjbi  miitit  EpiftolaJKjf/*, 
Rmc  ctrte  aUmo  fcrjpji,  quern  vuljti  ib  ak 
Ipfe  ftbifimtrki  Amtr^  niirumq-y  iiquortm 
Ejje  Itcet  vidtMs  tamtn  t(l  &  fangoen  Amoris, 
^od  tH4  fHfpicio  nigrum  faitu  &  ^ibtr  ipft 
If§4libireji,  fedpnmMmti  membra nalacordis> 
Quam  volui  ipft  mihi  proprii  dtglubtre  dtxtr*, 
Hnudnliii  bubw^e  vilim,  Bilzacc,  tabellat 
Scriptorem«vc  a/iiw,  mnfi  w«/Toxarii  ipftf 
Primus  apud  vtttrttJormiUM  qui  firipfit  tmindi 
Pingit  Amich'iim,  Ugemq-y  repontt  inMXtSi 
Toxaris  icchbuit,  rigidx  peritre  cohmn^, ' 
ScrupTus  ipfejicttf  quern  fculpfit  Bar barai  Mxtm 
St  legem  et  fculfW  abforbuit  urtdd  uhtUtis : 
At  ntt  Toxarids  vtri,  mtivgfy  fnlet 
Vranias,  quamvit  mtrttnti  pQpmm*.  mitri, 
Cordibnsinnixis  vtrumfcu'ptmus  tmortm 
Qui  HulUs  mergatur  tquisy  Hat  ipftfimenttm 
Inridiam  vimMt  Oceanuf,  vtl  titui  Hydafpcs. 
Jnftuit  in  tMtdios  Uticis»  aut  Doris  amMrtm 
Sfffpicisne  tumenSf  tot  inter  mifceat  und^m, 

Quin  eti€mfin$(irdfo7tt  nMtttr*  rtbellis 
VnicM.  pTte  nliquis  ratio  tt  ftget  amtri 
Antiquumq-ygtlu  du'ci  lentcre  rif§lvtt. 
Nempt  quod  impittts  tibi  difpUctty  Aulica  pep^ 
%t  juvenhmf^mft  Ihu  \  nm  fi  omnia  defint 


"At^ 


Ariumtnu  miht^  fmit  dtmum  bcroici  mnffrtm 
In^tiut  «gi0v!j]:  Beotn,  um  tu  mibi  (•tut 
Tcfliitris  Baizacciixtrr^t  tXMmplM  fertrit, 
Tu  tibtjfs  exmpliipfe,  t^  mtttMlmj^tlt 
Difpicefe^WHii  wmq-,  ui diviMvHdiii 
Q^i  GcHiui  te  cunq\  v§cMt :  Tibi fubdhw  mnis 
lavidia,  ^  rtfupint  ftcii  mttuUbMS  tri 
Jf9(lrimq\  imprtmh  videigtudere  Malherbsun. 
Kt^t^fuHHti  Cicero  tribuijfi  Maroni 
DUitw  imUmAHtf  Magnx  fpcs  altera  Romz : 
Hicjufit  Mirojoi  rn^er  mttwrhrtevi 
Stgrgtnti  rtidit  Ciceroni :  biCip  fn  vidth'u 
•i^mU  p${ltnt4ttO'  crtnt$tt  imfy  fume 
Fifticipem  :  tfl  uUm  tihi  Cotta  ^  Lxliui  ifft» 
Inimi  cos  bl^ndu  tuj,  fknt  *Utrt.  e(e[§ 
Luminiti  nee  chhQos  fol  ohttpt  inviius  tines, 
N^siiitHY  ucHMfprnii  lommmtbHS  ir§ 
Am  ignes  inter  minims  ftcllafd',  cadenres 
Ad  fmm  p(uwt,  mt  non  pt^bus  «f  «ix« 


A  Letter  of  Monficur  de  Bal%ae  to  the 

Reverend  Father  Gar^jjius  of  the  Society 
of  Jw^fus. 
Father, 

YOu  have  lighted  on  that  fide^  upon  which  I  confefsmy 
weakeji  Jhengih  doth  liey  and  your  courtefies  have  left 
.  nothing  for  yonr  valor  to  perform  that  might  force  me  toyield. 
Since  you  imploy  all  your  Miifes  te  beg  myfriendfhif^  and  that 
y(.u  haze  already  requited  it  withyour  own^  I  can  no  longer  de^ 
'  tain  it  then  as  another  wans  goods.  But  if  this  were  notfoj  my 
injuries  are  not  fo  dear  unto  mey  but  that  I  do  ufua^y  forgive 
them  upon  leffe  reafon  then  they  were  given^  and  7vy  pajjions  do 
never  grow  fo  head-jireng  but  they  remain  fliU  in  the  power 
of  Religion  and?  hilojophy.  Hitherto  I  was  able  to  maintain 
a  goodcaufe^  butihouldl  he  obfiinate  and  oppofe  that  alfo  thdt 
ycu  defire^  I  Jhculd  do  wrong  to  right  it  felj  if  it  were  on  my  * 
fde^  and  from  fimple  enmity  which  hath  been  tolerated  tnfome 
Republicks,  I fhould  proceed  to  tyranny  which  is  odious  to  all 
the  world   Since  we  O'lr  felves  aremortaly  there  it  no  reafon 
our  pajjions   Jhould  be  immortal^   and  that  men  jhould glut 
.  thenjj  elves  with  revenge^  whereof  God  hath  prohibited  as  well 
the  ufe  as  the  exceffe,    ihii  is  a  thing  that  he  referves  wholly 
fr  himfelfy  and  hecaufe  he  alone  hnowes  how  to  ufe  this  part 
ef  jufiicey  he  would  not  commit  it  to  the  hands  ofmortallsy  n9 
more  then  he  would  thunder  and  tempejis*  Let  us  therefore  flop 
at  our  firjl  quarrelling^  for  it  is  already  ^o  much  to  have  be'* 
gun.  Let  us  not  give  the  name  of  courage  to  hardnefs  of  hearty 
and  if  you  have  prevented  me  in  the  overture  of  peace,  which 
we  negotiate  y  let  it  not  repent  you  that  you  have  robbed  me 
thereby  of  all  the  honor  that  was  here  to  be  acquired.  At  other 
times    magnanimity  and    humility   might  be  two  contrary 
things ;  butfince  moral  principles  have  been  changed  into  tr 
vangelical  Maxims^  and  that  the  vices  0/ Pagans  are  become 

the 


the  vertues  of  ChriAhnSy  there  is  a  fort  of  co^ardife  that  a 
man  of  valour  ought  to  fhew  :  and  true  glory  doth  not  belong  to 
them  that  have  trumphid  over  Innocents^i'Kt^o  the  Martyrs 
that  they  have  ntade^andto  thofe  men  that  they  have  oppreffedo 
Butifwemufi  defcend  from  general  confiderations  to  that 
whichis  between  you  and  me  in  particularly  of  there  coM  be 
no  cilour  that  a  religious  man  would  difturb  the  tranquillity  of 
his  thoughts^  and  quit  his  converfation  with  God  and  Angels^ 
for  to  intermeddle  with  finful  Creatures ,  and  partake  in  »ur 
difirders  :  fo  there  were  leffe  reafonyetj  that  IJhouldgo  and 
feeh^for  an  enemy  out  of  the  worldy  whereas  they  are  mthin  it 
fo  many  Huginnots  to  exercifemy  k ate  upon^  and  fo  many 
Rebels  to  comb  axe  with.  Moreover  Father  ^  what  opinion  foe^ 
ver  you  had  of  it^  notwtthftanding  any  thing  that  I  have  fpO" 
k^n  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter ,  yet  it  was  never  my  purpofe 
to  wage  warre  with  you  in  good  earnefl^  I  was  not  fofar  moved 
as  I  made  (hew  ofy  and  all  my  anger  was  but  artificial ,  ivhen 
.my  words  did  at  any  timefeem  injurious  5  fi  that  I  do  willing" 
ly  confent  that  whatwafwrittentoHydafpcSy  (hall paffe for 
\an  exercife  ofwit^  not  for  an  argument  of  my  beliefs  arid  that 
men  (hould   believe   that  I  intended  onely  tojhewthatmy 
ftrength  could  vanip  truthy  when  I  did  not  fight  for  her.  T'hat 
Science  that  durfi  undertake  toperCwadeftckjnen  thataqudLV" 
tane  Ague  is  better  then  health  5  Rhetorick,  Ifay^that  could 
frame aPsLTiQgynck for BA^ns.^an Apoio^k  for  Nero,  and 
put  allKom^  into  a  doubty  whether p flic e  were  better  omitted 
then   executed^   might   well  yet  at  this  day  be  praUifed  upon 
fubjeBs that fwerve from commonTcnentSy    and  by  p leafing 
teions  raife  mens  wondery  though  not  win  belief:  This  makes 
phantafnies^e^^^  to  unmaki  them  againyit  ^/rr^  varnifhes  & 
difguifes  to  alter  the  purity  efany  thing  in  the  worldy  it  can 
Jhift  fides  without  imputation  of  ficklenefsy  and  accufe  inno'^ 
cence  without  guilt  of  calumnie.  And  certainly  Painters  and 
Stage-players  are  not  guilty  of  thofe  murtfjers  that  we  behold  in 
ti^eir  Tables  and  en  their  Theaters,  hut  here^  he  that  is  mojl,. 
cruel  is  reputed  mojl  ]ufi:,  thofe  that  maki  Glaffes  which  pre* 


fint  one  objeB  for  another  tire  not  accufed  of  Impofture  ^  and 
Error  is  Jometmes  comelier  then  the  truth.  In  a  word^  the  life 
of  the  greateji  Sages  is  not  evermore  ferious  -,  all  their  talke  is 
not  preachings  and  what foever  they  write  is  not  their  laftTe' 
jiamenty  or  a  confeffion  of  their  faith.  IFhat  jhall  I  fay  more  .^ 
7'hink^you  that  I  am  fo  delicate  as  to  condemn  all  the  tafis  of 
the  numerous  multitude  which  throng  to  hear  you  every  7nor?i^ 
ing  i  Vo  you  imagine  that  the  people  and  I  can  never  concur 
in  the  fame  opiniony  and  that  I  mean  to  oppofe  the  general  ver^ 
diB  ofgoodmeuy  the  approbation  of  Doftors,  and  tkeautho^ 
rity  0/ Superiors?  No  good  Father3 1  do  mt  allow  thatfwmge 
and  liberty  to  my  underjianding :  affurevourfelf^that  1  efieem 
you  in  that  degree  as  I  ought  y  I  applaud  your  zeal  and  leam- 
ingj  and  were  ittruernow  then  ever  that  to  compofe  great  Vo- 
lumes is  to  commit  great  fins^  yet  notwithfianding^  if  you  ob^ 
lige  me  to  judge  ofyours^  according  to  the  portion  which  you 
did  fend  mcy  I  fteakboMlyy  that  it  is  moft  excellent  in  its  k^nd^ 
/fWMonf:  Malherbe  and  I  will  not  deny  you  a  place  in  the 
Clafle  of  Fathers  of  the  latter  age*  But  our  tefiimonies  and 
Encomiums  will  not  he  the  onely  fruit  of  your  labors,  I  defire 
with  all  my  hearty  that  the  converfion  of  Pagans  and  Infidels 
may  he  the  approbation  of  ity  and  I  think^that  all  the  glory  of 
this  world fhould  be  accounted  but  ayre  and  emptinefs,  by  them 
that  aim  at  nothing  but  the  advancement  of  Gods  glory » 
Wherefore  I  need  not  enlarge  my  felf  any  farther  upon  this 
fubje^y  nor  wrong  f acred  things  by  prophane  commendations y 
my  intention  is  onely  to  teftifie  toyouy  that  I  claim  notfofmalla. 
part  in  the  interefis  of  the  Churchy  as  not  to  bemofthartily 
thankful  to  thofe  that  do  her  fervicey  and  that  lam  right  glady 
that  beftd^s  the  reafons  that  prompt  me  to  efieem  your  friend- 
fhipy  one  fo  powerful  as  that  o/Religion  d^th  yet  farther  oblige 
we  thereunto. 


To 


TO 

MY    LORD 

THE 
CHANCELLOR. 

MYLORD, 

r^^jHat  SMr» and  contempt  that  you  were  plcafed  lately  to 
throw  upon  a  Libel,  fram'd  againft  Monf.  dt  B<i/^4f  jand 
your  denial  then  to  licenfe  it  for  the  ?rtjftf  are  a  fuffi- 
cient  tei^imonie  how  much  you  do  value  the  perton 
of  that  man.  You  did  conceivc,that  being,a4you  arc, 
the  (u^irtmc  Dilpenfer  of  jHftUe,  you  had  (in  a  fort) 
violated  that  jHtUce^   in  permitting  fueh  hard  cenfures  to  palfe  upon 
that  man ,  whom  you  with  fo  much  rcafon  approved,  and  whom  o- 
thers  cannot  with  any  reafon  reprehend.  So  that  if  there  be  any  yet 
to  be  found,  that  cannot  fully  pcrfwade  thcmfclves  to  approve  of  this 
man  by  your  tx^mpUf  their  obftinicy  is  fufficiently  confuted  by  your 
•Auihgritj,     And  if  thit  cannot  rcpreffe  their  ^Hifitf  intenti,  yet  not- 
withftanding,  it  prevents  the  cffcfts  of  them,  and  hinders  that  he  be 
not  perf«<;«rMf  in  print.  This  high  favour  which  flowe*  from  that  c- 
fteeiB,  which  you  did  alwaiei  bear  to  his  irrir/n/i,  did  invite  me  to 
colled  with  all  diligence,  theferare  pr$du£ii8nt  of  hisfpirit,  for  the 
contentation  of  yours.  And  as  it  was  not  without  his  confent,that  one 
of  his  friends  hath  depofited  this  trtMfure  in  my  hands ;  fo  I  do  verily 
believe,  that  thii  office  of  prcfentieg^them  to  you,  ijalfovery  con- 

B  b  b  foroMblc 


formablc  to  his  mlmthns,  Yonr  woytb  ij  fo  evidently  known,that 
none  fhoald  imagine  1  could  choofc  a  SimCiHtry  more  noble  or  more 
pTOp'.titm  %  and  the  general  cuntnt  of  mens  affcdions  to  doc  yoa  fer- 
vi€c,  isfo/y/jni^andhigh,  that  I  could  not  (hnnihis  Dntj.  Ai  for 
roe,  I  eonfeffc  I  am  exceedingly  pleafed  with  this  occafion  that  pre* 
fcnts  it  fclf  to  mr,  for  to  make  it  appear  to  your  HonMrr,  how  ap« 
prehenfjve  I  am  of  the  lace  favours  which  your  'Bmmy  hath  conferred 
upon  me.  Certainly, A>yL9r^,  my  obligations  unto  you meft  bee 
infinitely  great,  fmcc  when  I  have  pr  efcnted  you  with  all  that  the  K- 
^^MC«of  thisagchathrooftpreciou  5  yet  notwithftanding  1  moft: 
remain  yonr  debror,  while  1  draw  brcaih.  You  fliall  meet  here  with 
DoStrim,  which  •heauftereftF/jJ/ie/opfc;'  would  not  difdain  to  own  and 
profefTc ',  Among  thcfe  ftvtrt  fpecuiationi,  you  fhall  fee  fome  flafhes 
of  wk  break  forth,  whjch  will  (ervc  co  entertain  you  with  much  de- 
light i  I  fpeiko/  the  ^rtnchEf^^ttSy  for  as  for  his  LMinZy  I  rcferre 
them  to  the  judgemei^e  of  chofc  tbaf  doe  better  undcrftind  the  htau,- 
ty  and  deliucj^  of  that  language.  I  am  content  to  believe  that  Cictr§ 
never  entertain'd  his  fiends  with  better  grace  and  contentment; 
nay,  that  the  very  clofc  and  <omp}f.Uti  ftyle,  and  the  ftrong  and  vigo- 
rous exprelTions  which  B  utus  found  wanting  in  rhe  writings  of  that 
great  Or<i/«i^,  are  here  to  be  found  \  But  I  fear  I  fliould  detain  you 
too  long,  from  the  picafurc  of  thcfe  novel  UQftreSy  if  in  commending 
rare  Epiftlts,  I  QiouJd  arreft  you  any  longer ,  in  reading  this  poor 
one  of  mine.  Indeed  (my  Lord)  for  to  fpeak  nothing  that  were  un- 
worthy of  you  J  it  were  reqajfite  that  Mtnf.  dt  'Bdyic  would  lend  me 
fome  of  the  putts  of  his  ftyle:  or,  as  he  will  be  ravifht  with  joy, 
that  I  have  made  choice  of  you  to  be  the  Pj^wofhis  writings,  he 
would  come  himfcif  to  make  the  DedicMtion -9  It  fufficeth  me,  if  my 
detigne  and  undertaking  for  to  perform  fomething  that  might  be  ac- 
ceptable to  your  Grmnffje,  do  not  give  you  any  diftaftc ,  and  that 
you  believe,  that  I  am  finccrcly 


My  Lordj 

Tour  mofi  humble  and 
Tttofiohliged  fcrvant^ 

JOHN    CAMUSAT. 


TO 

MY    LORD 

THE 
CHANCELLOR. 


MYLORD, 

Havcundeiftoodof  yonr  denial,  for  the  puMifhing 
of  a  Libtii  lately  fran/J  agjinft  mc.  And  thcagh 
Cperhaps)  the  harm  that  I  fliould  have  rccciytd 
thereby,  would  have  been  but  (mail ,  yet  my  obli- 
gation unto  you ,  never  ceafcth  to  be  great  i  and 
this  argueth  a  fpccial  care  in  you  of  my  tranquillity, 
not  to  fuffer  that  any,  the  Icaft  noife  fhould  difquiec  ir.  I  know  noc 
(m^Urd)  if  this  be  noc  to  handle  with  too  much  niccncirc  and  tea- 
dcrneffc,  a  man  that  makes  profclTion  o(  Philofophy-y  it  were  enough 
that  publickt/furfetf/'i/;  fhould  fhelter. me  fronj  the  tmp^fi ,  withouc 
exempting  mc  from  the  wind  and  duji,  and  ihat  it  would  guaid  my 
mmt  from  ftvuit  beaftf,  without  frighting  away  the  flits  alfo ,  and 
fuch  importunate  Inft^s-  Bui  (  myLod  )  the  goodneif*  which 
you  refcrve  for  me,  extendi  farther  then  to  ordinary  jaftice.  You 
take  not  oncly  care  for  my  rffV«  amidft  the  Aur^  and  tumult  of  Eur 
repe,  but  you  would  have  the  world  alfo  fhcw  a  rcfjeft  unto  my  retl- 
cedneffe,  and  that  being  fequtfirtd  from  men,  I  fhootd  be  alfo  placed 
bcyo»d  ihc  level  and  reach  of  Vetrg^in ,  yet  this  fiend  did  purfue 
Saint  Hri*e  even  unto  the  gates  of  Betbltbtm,  and  to  thefooc  of 
our  yn>i:«'«  cradle  j  there /I&c  found  him  (aihc  rcUus  hmfelf ) 
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although  he  had  thought  to  hide  himfelf.  If  this  Infolcnt  thing  had 
no  regard  or  an  adrairable/djjflif;,  and  a  place  gu€f-ded  with  Jttgels^ 
fr\cth\n)m  vulgar  m?2ocencf,  retired  within  an  ill  fortified  village, 
muft  not  cxpca  any  favourable  treatie.  But  to  pafTe  from  common 
conditions  to  the Itrarned  T.ihe  •,  If  in  all  ages,  there  arofe  fediti- 
ousfpifits,  that  rebelled  a^ainft  the  C/jisfr^ws  of  w/frij,  and  difci- 
pline,  and  if  in  the  mtmory  of  our  Fnihifs,  it  vras  fpoken  openly  at 
Pd^it^  that  ^rifiai.Uwasaf\m^ltSoph:fiery  Jihinkthey  deal  courtc- 
oufly  with  me  in  this  Countrie,  ifth«y  be  contented  rocall  mec  a 
fm^k  miter.  That  great  blafphemer  of  the  name  of  ^r;7?ci/?  (  »^ 
Lord)  was  D.  Rimu^,  who  afccrvvard,  though  he  was  a  C^tholiiHe^ 
was  taken  iorz  Huguenot^  at  the  mafikcre:  And  indeed  ,  fome  did 
bdieve  that  God  ptrmicrcd  this  to  come  to  paife  by  a  juft  judgement  j 
and  that  the  TutiUr  Angel  of  good  Letters^  took  the  pretext  of  Rdi- 
ghrii  for  to  revenge  the  injures  that  were  done  to  Rw/««.  There  is 
ens  this  day  alive  in  Girmmey  a  pettie  Tyrant  in  Grammerjan  ene- 
my of  common  and  general  verifies,  and  an  accufer  of  Ciitu  h  who 
(not  long  fince)  hjrh  put  forth  fome  obfeivatiom,  where  he  prefers 
a  bill  againft  his  own  Judge,  and  quePiions  the  precedcncie  ever  al- 
lowed unco  that  T'mcf  of  Lrti7«f  Ant'qaicie.  So  that  (my  Lord)  the 
iiniverfal  confent  of  all  the  woild  ,  ftiengthncd  by  a  prefcriptionof 
iS.centu.ics  of  years,  is  cota  fufficient  title  for  to  warrant  the  re- 
putation of  that  Komunt  againffc  ihc  prevaricating  quirks  of  this  But- 
biYJat,  Indeed,  this  is  a  bunneflfe  of  no  good  example,  but  yet  fince 
it  is  fo,  and  that  it  doth  little  avail  yirtuiy  to  be  confeciated  by  time, 
and  to  be  crowned  by  the  people/or  to  make  it  inviolible  againft  the 
pra^ifes  of  fome  private  Humors.  There  is  no  rcafon  that  I  fhould 
complain  before  (o  many  Worthies^  that  have  been  fo  ill  intrcared 
themfelves,  and  that  I  fhould  be  had  in  any  confideration,  where  A- 
riftotU  and  Cictrt  arc  not  in  fafetiei  an  ordinary  man  Ihould  not  make 
moan,  forfuffering  thefamsdeftiny,  vrhich  extraordinary  Perfona- 
gcs  have  undergone  i  and  I  cannot  with  modcflie ,  dcfirc  or  cxped 
from  you, that  you  fhould  reform  the  world  for  the  love  of  mej  nay, 
I  know  (my  Lata)  rhat  this  little  diforder,  is  of  feme  good  ufe  in  a 
Common-wealth  i  and  it  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  malice  would  bufic 
it  felf  thus,  about  things  of  fmall  importance,  that  it  might  not  think 
of  bufineffcof  higher  confcquence.  Thofc  that  have  hitherto  be- 
ftowed  their  pains,  in  depraving  the  fenfe  of  my  words^  andinfal- 
fifying  my  works,  had  (  perhaps  )  ere  this  time,  forged  mens  Ttpn^ 
mtnts^  and  minted  falfe  coins  i  And  he  that  now  defires  from  you  a 
privilcdgcj  would  have  ftood  in  need  of  a  pardon,  it  may  be,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  me.  It  is  better  by  far,  that  injuftice  fhould  cKercife  ic 
fclf  upon  my  books,  then  that  ic  fhould  vex  ind  imflui  againft  all 
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that  is  good  and  facred  in  a^vil  focictic ,  tbat  unjuft  nun  fhoiild  ra^ 
thcr  toflc  and  cranfpofc  wofdi,  invert  ajud  pervat  periods  of  fpeech- 
cs,  then  remove  the  bounds  of  lands,  or  dcmolifh  their  if;Tihbjur3 
houfcs  *,  To  fay  the  truth,  thij  is  rhe  moft  innocent  way  that  vice  can 
employ  it  ftlf  in,  and  I  believe  I  have  not  a  lictlc  defer vcd  from  the 
Commonwealth,  for  keeping  at  work  thefc  ten  years ,  fuch  an  inft- 
jjite  number  of  idle  companions,  wiio  (certainly)  would  have  been 
dangerous  Common-wcalthi  men,  if  they  had  not  chofcn  rather 
tokavc  been  ridiculous  CenfQ^s.    It  Is  well,  that  the  heat  of  their 
brains,  is  exhited  out  this  way,  and  that  their  inremperarxc  rakes  thii 
courfc,  and  that  to  prevent  their  fury,  men  give  fome  fcopeand  li- 
berty to  their  folly.     Permit  theai  therefore  this  excrcife  (my  Lord) 
theyeannot  choofc  but  make  ufc  of  their  time,  which  they  willlm- 
ploy  firre  worfc,  if  you  doe  not  permit  them  to  imploy  ic  thus. 
Permit  giddy  Youth  to  fpcnd  their  heat  and  fury  upon  a  lenfclcffe 
fubjeft,  and  a  dead  Letter,  which  is  not  capable  cither  of  joy  or 
forrow.    Ai  long  is  thck  Pen- fiftcers  onely  bcgge  the  Senl  of  your 
AuthiYity^  be  no  niggard  of  the  Prinit  hif  grace  and  favour,  and  a- 
bate  fomerhing  of  yout  wonted  feverity  and  rigour.     If  it  were  a 
new  and  unufual  thing,  it  maybe,  I  fhonld  beconrcnred  to  have 
the  firft  Lite^,  which  branded  me  with  injuries  be  fuppreffed,  but: 
finee  there  is  now  a  prerty  L.*Z?/'«rij  of  them,  lam  in  a  manner  well 
pleafcditfhould  fwell  and-tncreafsi  and  I  take  a  delight  to  bu  IJ 
me  a  monument  with  ihofe  ftones ,  which  cmy  hath  hurl'd  at  me, 
without  doing  me  harm.     I  account  ic  no  difgracc  to  be  eenfured  by 
fomc  men,  bccaufc  I  account  it  no  credit  to  be  favoured  by  them*. 
I  intend  not  to  canvaffe  for  voices ,  nor  iabcur  a  myftenouj  fccrcr, 
whereby  I  may  gain  the  general  applaufe  of  the  world.     I  haveob- 
rained  whatldcfired  ,  (my  Lord)  it  I  have  obtained  your  apnrobati« 
on,  as  being  derived  from  an  unci  ring  prfyfC'p/f,  and  frrm  an  InicUi^ 
gtnte  mofk  perfcdiy  il/um:nated.     God  hath  hcftowed  on  you,  a  fo* 
verai^n  judgement,  before  the  Kjf^g  had  committed  to  your  hands, 
his  (tvtrtdgn  Jufticc,     And  you  were  moft  powerful  in  Reafonjbefore 
you  were  fo in  Aathtifitjm    I  need  not  have  recourfe  to  thU^  knowing 
thattheoffcryisnowayagainftme,  and  I  cf^ecm  ic  more  giory  tome, 
to  have  plcafed  you,  then  I  would  think  it  fiiisfiftion  to  have  my  c- 
ncmies  profcribed  by  you.    Your  fpceches  of  me  upon  every  occafi- 
on  fo  full  of  rcfpeS,  your  own  poKYtmitire  that  you  beftowc d  upo.i 
meayearagoe,  for  a  pledge  of  your  Afl'cftion  ,  your  imparting  to 
me  the  riches  of  your  writings,  I  mean  thofe  writing*,  that  were  a- 
nimatcdwiih  the /pii'it  of  the  Stitt,  and  were  full  of  the  ^rtnn'Jft 
of  your  MdlJeie^  which  feemed  to  niec  fci  farrc  to  tranfccnd  the 
ftrcngth  and  vigour  of  this  age,  and  fo  nearly  rcfcmbling  the  S'Jw<t« 

Bbb  S  MMJeJi/, 


MMJtfiy'  In  a  word  (mj  Ltrd)  each  moment  of  that  happy  after- 
noon, which  I  had  the  honour  to  paffc  away  with  in  your  clofet,  are 
privileelgis,  which  I  doe  value  above  that  which  you  denied  a  Ftf»- 
taf^e,  or  the  fucccffor  of  FhiUYchu54  I  dare  not  rehearfe  my  other 
obligations,  by  which  I  (\and  bound  unto  you ,  you  have  herein  in- 
joyrcd  wc  filencc,  and  believe  that  your  favours  would  lofe  feme- 
thing  oi  their  purity,  if  my  thanks  (hould  ftill  attend  thrm.  Never- 
theklic  you  muft  notftitle  in  me  the  intentions  of  an  honeft  man,  or 
fmother  the  conceptions  of  |tarcfui  thoughts,  you  have  debarred  mc 
from  divulging  my  acl<nowiedgcmeDtJ,  but  you  fhill  not  debarrc  me 
from  acquitting  thatfecret  part  of  duty,  and  from  being,  (at  leaft  in 
piy  foui)  and  that  while  I  live  ' 
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T6>  Monfieur  C  o  n  R.  A  R  T. 
Letter  I. 

SIR, 

BEiog  arri^M  homebuc  this  morninf;,  I  could  not  before  the 
evening  frame  an  anfwer  to  your  Letter  which  you  honored 
me  with,  and  was  delircrcd  meat  my  arival  -,  it  is  fo  full  of 
baitJ  to  feed  both  the  eyes  and  the  undei (landing  *  that  it 
were  impcfliblc  I  could  refrain  from  reading  ic  more  than 
once.  It  IS  fo  judicious,  and  withal  fo  pafTionatCjthat  I  cannot  think 
of  ic  without  congratulating  with  my  Countrcy  that  we  have  fcen 
Phiitfipherfy  even  in  our  own  language,  and  thofe  ?bit$fephers  fuch 
Profcflc  goodntffc  as  well  as  wifdonae  >  the  time,  you  fee  is  now  paft 
for  to  fatisfic  your  defirc",  but  though  the  i^ini  by  the  aftivity 
of  his  courage  could  not  render  thofe  remedies  unufeful  ,  which 
you  cxpcd  from  my  idle  meditations  i  yet  I  mean  not  to  aft  the 
bold  Empjrici  or  Mountebank  in  your  prefcnce.    Ic  would  argue 
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too  much  impudence  to  fend  any  drkgs  and  receipts  from  a  country 
village  to  P^rls,  and  to  undertake  the  cure  of  afflided  mindcs  in  a 
countrey  of  good  Books  aud  great  Dolors.  Nay,  I  have  feen,  Sir^ 
m  your  own  houfe,  a  M^iac^n  of  rare  inftiuftions  and  examplej,both 
prinrcd  and  in  hand-writing.  And  Jkflui  Lipfim^  (had  he  Ixcn  your 
Neighbour  )  might  have  made  a  purchafe  of  a  CtvftdniU  of  a  fti  on- 
gcr  and  better  temper jthen  ber  that  he  hath  beftowed  among  us.Since 
then  the  whole  mtfe  and  mine  is  in  your  own  power ,  I  cannot  per* 
fwade  my  fcif  that  ycu  could  have  dtfir*dthtjfcfcw  Gmni  that  I 
could  furniftiycuwiih,  and  that  being  fo  rich  your  felf,  you  were 
rcfolv*d  to  exhauft  my  poor  ftock  too.  Taking  view  from  hence  at  fo 
farre  diftance  of  the  eftare  and  affairs  of  our  frcntitrs ,  I  cannot  di- 
ftinftly  and  clcerly  bcftowe  my  judgement  on  them.  I  am  content 
to  carry  about  mc  the  thoughts  of  anhoncft  man,  and  to  remove 
from  my  minde  the  difgufti  of  ill  fucccfle  with  good  hopes.  I  knov? 
Sir,  that  the  faircftkingdcmcj  have  fuftcred  the  viciflitudes  of  good 
and  evil  j  and  that  the  brighreft  fortunt  hath  feme  fpots  and  fhteibivis 
and  knowing  this,  I  cannot  think  ftrange  of  any  difafters  that  may 
happen,  or  be  furprizcd  with  the  news  of  a  revolt  ,  or  be  any  thing 
amczcd  wiih  loiVcs  more  then  with  gaim.  FUnders  I  confeffe  is  ad- 
vanced pretty  farre  into  FictKrdyi  and  would  have  given  the  like 
alarm  to  FnneyZi  France  had  given  it  the  yeer  before.  But  it  may 
be  thty  that  plunder  it  freely  to  day  in  the  field,  will  be  to  morrow 
blcckt  up  in  a  ficge  ;  your  good  Brgthtrs  I  know  will  revenge  the 
qi^arrcl,  and  they  that  pillage  the  Cities  of  others,  will  be  glad  to 
^cc  them  heme  to (avc  their  own  habitations  againfl:  their  Ancient 
fubjeS  .  We  muft  then  confeffe  that  Antiquity  hath  wife/yteim'dl 
Godci  WzneCcmmumm  ^mtm,  that  Homtr  never  gave  it  a  fitter 
Epithet  then  that.  It  it  certain  that  it  never  favours  the  fame  caufc 
lorg.  irhisisaFA^mT/e  in  all  Armies,  and  nftjirur  from  allpar*^ 
tics,  fonhetinn.ei  a  Cmln-hty  and  fometimes  a  Gitc/f7w,fomctime»  wea» 
ring  the  w/;ifefcarf,  and  foraetiwes  the  yf</.  This  is  too  much  Sir, 
concerning  Fublique  Affairs.  Doc  mc  the  favour  as  to  fend  to  i^. 
du  Moulin  the  anlwer  that  I  have  made  him,  the  latter  words  there- 
of will  call  to  your  minde  thofe  three  vcrfes  of  our  HiirulnUm*  , 
Torq.Taflb  ^"t^ndolnttcld.&C. 
la  Giciufal. 
tiberata.           By  Uvhg  tbtt  in  tbte,  which  others  ftdr  datb  fffffve, 

iAndenvitMihate^he  feemstby  virtues  t§  tpprovt  I         ^ 
And  wiUifigly  with  t  hit  attld  makt  a  Imgue  oflo-yt, 
I  beg  of  ycu  the  good  favours  of  that  grand  adverfary  of  the  B,om0r 
nfftu  but  yours  above  all,  Cncc  I  ^  with  all  my  foul 
'   B.:7ac.^o.aa^b,    ■    '  ''  '        '    Sir,  ' 
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Let.  IL 

SIR,  COHTtipt  never  denies  refpedtoany  nsan  ,  and  thinks  no 
mant  Prefcnts  mean  but  her  own.  This  was  it(no  doubt)  that 
made  You  fpeak  of  mc  in  fuch  an  high  ftrain,  and  fet  fo  grcar  a  price       i 
upon  my  Bock,  which  (indeed)  is  but  the  worft  part  of  your  Librn- 
ritt     I  fee  you  will  not  alter  your  courfc,  cr  forget  ycur  ancient  ci- 
viJity,  for  the  which  1  am  infinitely  obliged  onto  you.     And  if  feme 
men  would  needs  perfwade  me  that  at  other  times  you  handle  mte       > 
fomething  rHdc]y,yet  I  cannot  believe  you  do  it  with  an  hoftilc  handj       I 
on  the  contrary ,    I  foppofe  that  in^yoar  familiar  Letters  you  give  a       ' 
a  true  copic  and  charadcr  of  your  fclf,  but  in  aftions  of  ceremonic ,       ^■ 
men  require  another  countenance,  and  more  f^udicd  gravity  ;  o-       ^ 
iherwifc.  Sir,  my  nature  can  bear  with  my  friends,  and  I  am  not        i 
of  fo  delicate  a  fenfc  as  to  complain  of  pettic  wrongs  which  I  fuffcr- 
Bcfides  5  that  I  doe  not  at  all  meddle  with  that  Sciccce  of  divifioa        ) 
which  reaches  to  rent  our  Saviours  Coat  into  a  thoufand  pieces,  and 
to  implead  and  cavil  againft  every  word  of  his  Ttftumtnt,    This  com- 
monly  doth  rather  eKafperatc  mens  fpirits,  then  compofe  aftaif  s,  and 
multiply  doubts,  in  ftcad  of  incrcafing  charity-    If  I  were  put  to 
my  choice,  1  would  takea  littie  leffeof  that  which  pujfcth  up,  and 
a  little  more  of  that  which  edificth.   Truth  is  not  the  purchafc  of  hot 
blood,  or  of  incenfed  choler,  or  a  difturbed  imagination.   The  Lahy- 
rinthes  o{Ltgi(l^  arc  not  the  eai'iefk  way  to  heaven,  and  oft  times  God 
hides  himfelf  from  them  that  fearch  him  with  over  much  curicficy. 
You  will  avouch  CI  am  furc)  all  that  I  fay,  and  this  too.  Sir ,  that 
the  beft  qrarrcls  prove  nought,  and  of  bad  confcqucnce  ,  and  that 
the  contentions  of  Dcftors  prove  the  murthers  of  their  Brethren* 
fouls,  if  they  tend  not  to  the  peace  of  the  Church  *,  for  my  part ,  I 
can  with  other  vulgar  Ghriftian?,  botwi/h  for  if,  but  you  can  with 
the  Wonhin  of  Chriftian  Religion,  contribute  much  towards  it,  and 
whenfocveryou  fhall  preach  and  teach  this,  Ifhall  afcribe  untoyoa 
one  of  the  principal  parts  of  that  holy  work.    But  while  wc  cxpeft 
ihat  this  peace  be  advanced  through  the  grace  of  God ,  and  that  wc 
draw  ncerer  every  day  one  to  another,noihing  hinders  but  that  wc 
may  maintain  innocent  cciiimerce,and  traffick  in  things  lawfulThere 
is  no  law  rightly  interpreted  that  is  repugnant  to  that  cf  Humanity, 
doth  not  accord  with  the  law  of  Uttions.  If  our  opinions  differ,  it  is  . 
roc  ncceffary  that  our  iffcAions  fhould  difagrcc  j  the  head  and  the 
^icart  hare  their  fcveral  moiionj,  and  anions  diftinft  >  and  moral 
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vercuc  cm  reconcile  and  anicc  what  the  intcHcdual  might  repirite. 
Love  me  therefore  ftill  if  you  pleafe,  (Incc  yoa  may  do  i c lawfully,  tnd 
I  believe  alfo,  that  I  may  be  without  fcruplc,  while  I  live 

Balzac.  March  30.  Sir 

to  Monfieur  L'  Huillier  C^uncellor  to  the  King^  and 
Ordinary  Mr.  of  his  Accounts. 

Let.  IIL 

YOu  can  make  men  happy,  and  procure  them  Sun  fhincdayeFi 
where,  and  when  you  pleafe.  Let  us  fpeak  ho  more  of  miiftr* 
tones :  there  is  nothing  here  within  but  profperity,  fince  the  Qrdiwt* 
ry  harh  arriv'd  ;  and  I  rauft  recall  a  language  which  I  have  forgotten, 
fince  you  do  reftorc  a  paffion  to  me  which  I  had  left.  (  thoughc 
there  was  no  difpofKioo  to  any  joy  left  in  we,  yet  notwithftanding 
from  a  litrle  fpark  rak'd  up  in  my  bofom,  you  hare  kindled  fuch  an 
excefs ,  that  f  never  felt  the  like  >  fuch  Inebriations  of  the  fpirit,and 
fober  tranfportmcnci  Philofophie  hath  obfcrv  d  in  extraordinary  fuc- 
ceflcs.  There  is  no  way  Sir  to  fupprefs  or  keep  this  joy  conceard,and 
if  it  be  lawful  for  me  to  fpeak  it,  my  heart  is  fo  full  and  high  that  it 
mounts  up  to  my  face.  I  am  like  to  lofe  by  it  all  the  gravity  and  de- 
murene$,which  1  have  thcfe  many  yeares  contracted  by  mymelancho* 
iy  life- And  fince  there  is  no  apparant  caufe  that  might  ftir  fuch  a  pal-  . 
fion  in  fuch  a  languifhing  fpirit  as  mine,  men  may  imagine  that  I  paid 
fome  remainders, and  that  I  have  receired  an  acquittance  patent,  buc 
that  I  call  it  your  letter.    They  ftill  deceive  themfelves,  and  take  me 
for  another  man  than  I  am  •,  for  my  intcrefts  touch  me  not  fo  fcnfi- 
bly  as  my  pafTioni  do,  and  Fmunt  is  not   fo  rich  as  to  prefent  mc 
with  any   thing    that  might  countcrvaile  the  Icaft  pledges  of  your 
Amity.    The  world  and  I  do  not  agree  in  the  rate  of  things  that  ar^ 
beftowed  and  received.  It  doth  eftimate  them  by  an  jimhmuicilyind^ 
I  by  a  Margit  proportion,  according  to  s^hich,  Sir,  all  your  words  to 
mearewcightie  and  pretious,  becaufe  all  true  ^  and  becaufe  Tmb 
cannot  befnfficientlie  eftimatedin  atime^-hcre  Oracles  do  fain,  and 
when  we  have  reafon  to  miftruft,  even  Fiitb  it  felf ,  when  the 
great  Ctf^0  fhould  not  be  taken  without  caution  and  fecuritic  I  do 
infinirciy  chcrifn  thofc  fpeechcsof  yours,fo  fall  of  verity,and  prefervc 
them  3$  the  tirlcj  of  a  poffcilion,  which  I  pafTionatcly  defircd  before 
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1  went  to  Pitlti  and  which  I  account  for  the  greateft  bufincfs  that  I 
did  during  my  abode  there.  In  lieu  of  thcfe,  I  will  forgive  PtirM  for 
all  the  unquiet  nights,  and  other  mifchiefs  I  fuftcred  there.  /  com- 
plain no  more  of  its  impure  air,  or  the  jangling  of  Bells,  or  of  the 
juftling  and  dirt  of  the  Arects*  And  though  1  could  not  carry  away 
thence  but  the  bare  Idea  of  your  entertainment ,  }et  bcfides  that  yoa 
defrayed  the  charges  of  my  journey  in  ir,  /  can  lire  here,  C  yet  a 
while  )  upon  your  charges,  and  feed  my  thoughts  a  long  t  me  with 
what  /have  received  from  your  mouth.  Yet  I  know  not  whether  a 
provident  managing  of  rmmnts ,  may  make  them  laft  alwayc*,  or 
whether  old  Ide^t ,  do  not  at  the  M  fade  and  vanifh  out  of 
the  memorie,  or  whether  an  expired  felicitie  may  denominai^e  a 
man  ftill  happie.  What  ever  joy  your  letter  fprang  in  me,  yer  (be- 
ing a  mark  of  your  abfcnce  )  it  doth  but  advenife  mc>  that  /  am  fix- 
fcore  leagues  diftant  from  the  Anthor  of  my  welfare)  and  thac  there- 
fore /  can  receive  but  imaginarie  painted  fatisfaftion,  and  enjoy  but 
forrain  pleafurei.  You  cannot  reprefent  unto  me  the  happie  huurci 
that  /  have  fpent  in  the  clofei  of  Mtfftt/ti  dt  Thj  ,  and  the  fine  things 
that  I  have  heard  there,  without  tacitelie  upbraiding  me  with  the 
penfive  howeri  of  rey  folitude,and  ihtgihbri(hcAm^  Neighbor- hood. 
in  truth  Sir,  if  you  know  it  not,  I  muft  tell  you,  thai  'Bh^mc  is  the 
frontier  of  'Btrbx'j.  But  one  dayes  journey  from  hence*  (Metfieur 
dts  drdes  can  tell  you  )  the  honeft  Swtins  do  not  eat  bread ,  or 
fpeak  Frtnch  but  upon  Sundaies*,  The  moft  underftandiug  men  therr, 
believe  that  Priftir-fobn  faith  Mtjj't ;  and  that  the  fnow  in  the  Coun- 
trie  of  the  Mocrts  is  black,  the  moft  gentle  and  affible  find  in  an  in- 
nocent word,  the  tenth  part  of  a  lie  5  and  arc  offended  with  the  veric 
afpeft  and  filence  of  a  man  that  paffeth  by.  Are  not  thefe  the  right 
^ntlpidti  to  the  lodgings  oiMivfitHY  di  ThtUt  and  efpecialUe  of  the 
Gallerie, which  is  not  onlie  full  of  ihe  noblcft  fjpoilsof  Antiquitie,ancl 
e(arttl(^  and  Romtuu  Treafures,  but  which  is  (otherwife)  inhabited 
by  allthe  G/'icrsoftheprefent  Age,  and  all  the  fociable  and  civil 
virtues.  Yet  notwithftandiag  thefe,  it  might  defervetheciriofitie 
oftheremotefk  Nations  of  the  Earth,  and  invite  the  inhabitants  of 
Ctfrfi^andthofe  beyond  them,  for  ro  fee  there  the  great  Trtpdtnt  of 
Councels  and  hunane  anions,  and  the  grand  IDt^^r  of  Kings  and 
Commonwealths*  But  although  this  famous  and  learned  HcMd 
appeares  not  therejbui  by  the  benefit  of  paints,  yet  his  memorie  ftill 
keeps  its  place,  and  prefides  in  all  the  Affmhlitt  that  happen  there. 
Me  thinla,  that  of  Mifitr  of  the  houfe.  He  is  become  the  Gtnius  of 
the  place,  and  infpircs  all  thofc  that  fpeak  there,  that  fo  they  might 
not  fpeak  anic  thing  unworthy  of  his  prefencc. Indeed  this  is  the  caufe 
of  my  happincft  here,  that  my  poor  conceptions  give  youfome 

con- 
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contenr,  as  you  would  make  mc  believe  j  and  that  my  adventures  iq 
print ,  have  the  allowance  and  approbation  of  thofc  cs^cellent  Br9* 
tbtrsy  my  dear  and  loving  Friends.  Now,  Siry  that  I  begin  to  grow 
fober  again,  and  to  recover  my  felf  from  that  ixtafie,  which  you  have 
caft  me  into  ;  take  good  heed,  that  you  make  no  doubt  of  the  feri- 
oufneifeof  my  fpeeches :  aifure  them,  therefore,  if  you  plcafc ,  that 
the  favours  that  I  have  rcceiv  d  from  them,  are  not  let  fall  into  a  bar- 
ren acd  ungrateful  foul  $  and  that  it  isimpodibleto  honour  them 
more  perfcftly  then  I  doe.  You  (ball  doe  me  the  favour  alfo  as  to 
believe,  that  yeu  never  lov*d  a  man  th&t  could  fet  an  higher  rate  up* 
on  your  amity,  or  would  be  more  then  1  am 


T'o  Monjleur  the  Abbot  of  Rois-Robert. 
Let.  IV. 

SiRt  fmcc  my  departure  from  VayU^  1  have  received  twoLcttcri 
of  yours,  that  is  to  fay ,  two  fingular  EmbUmts ,  or  tokens  oC 
your  goodneffe  :  for  it  is  certain,  if  you  be  not  expofcd  to  the  dan- 
ger of  warre,  you  are  (atleaftwife)  obnoxious  to  the  cumbraneei 
and  moleftatfons  of  it :  and  in  this  plight  to  have  found  the  leifure 
to  remember  me,  and  to  fend  from  the  fartheft  skirts  of  Picaniy,  but 
athought  asfarreas.Gi^yf?;,  is  a  thing  that  could  not  be  expeded^ 
but  from  a  friend  that  is  extremely  folicitous  of  thofe  things  that  he 
loves.  According  to  )our  order,  I  communicated  the  newes  unto 
my  Father,  who  doth  profcffe  himfelf  much  obliged  unto  you  for  it. 
\Vc  doe  daily  groan  for  th^t  of  pcace^and  if  yeu  fend  us  intelligence 
of  this  before  Eifter,  I  will  anfweryou  with  a  publike  thankCgiving, 
and  with  the  benediftions  of  all  our  Arrierkun.  That  f^irgin  which 
your  Authors  call  A  fret,  was  at  other  times,  courted  and  adored  by 
them  (only)  of  the  long  gown :  now  even  Gladiators  and  Pirats 
think  her  handfome  and  comely.  I  doe  not  fee  any  man  of  the 
fword,  but  dothatfome  time  of  the  day  raiflike  and  befhrew  his 
own  trade.  I  doe  not  know  whether  this  be  either  the  cowardizc 
of  the  age,  or  the  impatience  of  the  Natisn,  or  the  fear  of  poverty 
and  famine  prefented  to  their  imagination  •,  or  ('to  fpeak  more  favou- 
rably of  the  prefcnt  occafions)  a  Chrif^ian  tenderneffe  and  common 
fenfe  of  humanity  *,  fo  vehemently  doth  all  the  world  dcfirc  peace, 

that 
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that  I  think  Heaven  annot  fend  a  better  Prefent  to  the  Earth.    I 

think  that »— -fhould  be  imployed  upon  fuch  a  pious  cccafi- 

on>and  chofen  one  of  the  Agents  for  Coloiiuu  If  he  would  bring  us 
that  excellent  'Domtivt  of  Heaven,  he  defcrved  to  enter  the  Mctdmy 
in  triumph,  and  that  mnfitur  the  Prefident  fhould  make  the  fpccch 
himfelf :  F«r  my  part,  I  fhculd  receive  him  after  fuch  a  Negoriation 
with  more  refpcft,  then  if  he  came  from  commanding  an  Army,  And 
to  teli  you  the  truth,  the  pacifick/rfx^r/i  doe  pleafe  me  farrc  bcitrr 
then  the  dcftroying  Angtls»  Think  it  not  ftrange.  Sir,  that  ihe  dc- 
fire  of  glory  it  not  the  paffion  of  Villagers,  and  that  drcaming(rcme- 
timcs)  of  the  Cr<iWa</»  I  pitch  upon  the  fame  though  with  the  Poet; 

tmpms  htec  urn  chUm  ntvilU  (MiUt  bibehit  ? 
*BArhirm  hm  It^nes  I 

Thcfe  are  thoughts  which  are  bred  in  my  rural  waike,  and  which 
fpring  from  lowncffc  of  fpirit  *,  into  which  I  am  apt  to  fall ,  aj  foon 
as  1  have  loft  the  fight  of  you.  Therefore  be  pica  fed  to  take  the 
pains  to  fortifie  me  from  time  to  time,  and  to  fend  mc  fomc  preferva- 
tivcs  againft  the  bad  news  which  flie  about.  Thcfe  would  help  to 
entertain  good  thoughts,  while  wc  expeft  the  conclufion  of  the 
TreMiie,  and  make  my  Neighbours  know,  that  a  man  cannot  be  ill  in« 
formM  that  maintains  intelligence  with  you,and  make  them  believe, 
that  I  am  indeed  what  I  profeffe  try  fclf  to  be,  which  is 

Sir, 
Ed\Hn.OHob. 

161 5.  ri>«r,  &c. 


to  my  Lord:,  the  Earl  of  Excefter. 
Let.   V. 

Mr  UyM,  having  not  enjoyed  ray  healih,or  at  leaft  having  had 
no  leifure  at  all,  fince  the  time  that  your  Letter  was  delive- 
red me  5  I  could  not  any  fooner  render  you  thanks  for  the  teftimo- 
nies  of  your  efteem  and  affcftion,  which  you  vouchfafed  me  therein. 
I  will  not  any  way  feem  to  fufped  or  doubt  of  t  news  that  makes  for 
me*,  and  1  doc  readily  believe ,  that  my  works  that  were  fcst  yoa 
from  the  JUnttn  your  MiftrelTe,have  been  your  welcome. home  among 
yoar  friends.    Buc  herein ,  1  doc  acknowledge  their  good  fonnney 

fiir 
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far  beyond  my  dcfcrts,  and  the  Influences  that  dcfcend  from  tht 
Court,  beyond  all  the  favors  they  can  receive  from  a  Countrie  Vil- 
Jage.  Thofc  hands  fo  great  and  powerful,  that  ga?c  you  this  fmall 
Prefenr,  do  ennoble  whatfoevcr  they  tou:h,and  are  able  to  cffcft  ra- 
rer tranfraurations,  than  thofe  which  AUhymyboiktof'j  with  their 
mark,  a  trivial  f  jf»/«  may  paffc  for  jiHthcntkliWfioryf  and  the  Mttbir- 
Britton  fhould  furpalfc  the  native  Frtntbrnun,  I  have  therefore  my 
Lord^  no  thought  of  defer  ving  that  Elogie,  which  I  owe  to  fo  illuftriv 
OU8  a  circumftancci  nor  do  I  mean  to  gloriein  the  travail  J, which  my 
Book  (as  you  inform  me)  hath  made  beyond  the  Rhine,  Your  name 
(being  one  of  its  principal  Ornaracnti)  is  thaito  which  I  muft  owe 
my  frame  in  thofe  Climates,  and  it  was  upon  your  recomaendation 
and  credit,  that  all  the  Courts  in  the  Nmbtind  fomc  of  their  Schools 
TOO,  have  enccrrainM  my  Books.  I  do  here  folemnlie  pro  mile  you 
Hf  vcr  ro  ahufc  this  f*vor,at  lcaftwirc,ncver  to  write  anie  thing  of  your 
IUa^I,  that  might  give  anie  diftaft  in  the  reading,  and  ihac  will  not  IC' 
ftific  particulailic  of  you,  that  /  am  nfioft  intirelie 

Balzjc  Sept.  lo*  My  UrL 

Ttur  &i. 


T^o  7nyLordtheDukideU  M^\Qttz^G9vermr  andLieute" 
nam  General  for  the  King  in  Guy  en. 

Let.  VL 
MyUri, 

I  Do  not  mean  to  tempt  your  valor,  it  were  precipitate  rafhnefs  to 
dare  it  5  yet  I  fhall  make  bold  to  tell  you,  that  you  have  noleffe 
•^rt  and  dcxteritie  in  conquering,  than  in  winning  men;  and  that  in 
you,  that  which  intrcats  and  pcrfwades,  hath  no  Icflfe  eflficacie  than 
That  which  commands  and  enforeeth.  /t  doth  nothing  avail  me  to 
fhun  the  world,  the  better  to  enjoy  my  fclf  in  the  dcfart.  Three 
words  from  your  mouth,  make  me  lofe  all  the  freedom  I  enjoy  thercj 
and  /  fee  my  felf  furprized  in  that  Stn^ittry,  in  which  /  thought   to 
fave  my  fclf.  /muft  confefs my  Lord,  that  there  is  no  fuch abfolutc in- 
dependence, over  which  you'cannot  claim  fome  power*,  that  there  is 
none  fodifcontenred  and  avcrfe  that  you  cannot  allure,   or  fo  wild 
and  diforderlic  that  you  cannot  tame.  Since  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  as  to  write,  that  you  have  fcnt  me  your  heart,  I  fhould  betray 
veric  little  skill  or  ludgemcnt  in  raw  and  excellent  things,  i<  I 

were 
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were  not  riviflit  with  fuch  a  prefent,  and  if  1  did  not  eftccm  ic  above 
all  that  ambition  can  defire,  or  fortune  bcftowc.  h  may  be,  the  heart* 
ofGUnti  were  more  vaft,  and  lefle  liHiitcd  by  rcafon  *,  but  the  hearts 
ofthcHiroM  were  not  more  noble,  or  of  any  other  elevation  then 
yours  is  of  j  and  be  that  fpcaks  of  this,  fpeaks  of  a  place  btlUipcd,  and 
purged  from  all  the  vices  of  this  age,  and  where  all  the  ancient  f^ir- 
tmt  have  taken  Sm&m)}.  Loe  here,  my  Lrd,  what  gift  ycu  have  fcnrj 
after  which,  I  have  nothing  to  wifh  for  in  this  world,  which  /  have 
abandoned,  fmce  this  is  the  moft  pure  and  refin'd  part  cf  i/jin  which, 
goodnefs  cohabits  with  power,  and  greatnefs  combines  with  iovf.  To 
which  I  muft  of  neccflitie,  ftoop  and  yield  j  and  my  heart  were  more 
vile,  thin  yours  is  geacrout,  if  I  were  roi 

Baluc  Jan.  io«  Oij  Urtf^ 

1(537. 


to  Monfieur  Drovet,  VoUor  ofFhyfick^ 
Let.  VII. 

S 1  Ri  XT'Our  forrow  is  too  accurate,  and  ftudied  to  be  true ;  and 
X  «n  afflifted  perfon  that  writes  luch  brave  things,  hath  no 
great  need  of  anie  thing  ofmine  tofolace  him.  I  will  therefore  for- 
bear a  taskc,  which  /  conceive  to  be  fo  needlefs,  and  will  be  content- 
ed to  tell  yon,  that  I  know  how  co  difcover  counterfet  forrows.  No 
man  could  aft  a  'Delptrgti  better  than  you.  Pa»/^jr#/4  made  not  fuch 
cxcUmafionswhenhepreacht,  that  tbirt  vpIU  bt  fiints  in  tht  Simtoi^ 
intbe  Afmt.  And  it  is  a  plea fu re  to  fee  you  write  of  the  end  of  the 
world,  of  the  falling  of  the  Srarres,  and  the  final  r nine  of  Waiiurr,  and 
all  this,  upoi  occafion  of  my  Nitti,  laboring  of  a  feaver.  This  is  to 
give  rifiil  the  lie,  that  call»  your  profeffion  a  dumb  Scitme.  For  in. 
deed,  to  finde  fo  manie  Ornaments  and  Tropes  upon  fuch  a  vulgar 
Theme,  could  not  be  without  having  a  Treafurie  of  words,&  without 
teaching  this  WWf,I^hetorick.  Yet  me  thinks,  you  Ihould  husband  & 
nanage  this  treifure  more  thriftilie,  &  have  more  care  than  you  had, 
of  the  modeftie  of  a  poor  Maid.  Are  yoo  not  afraid  to  make  her  fall 
Mto  vain- glorie,  and  marre  all  the  pains  of  that  good  F4/i[?/r  that 
f  uides  her  confciencc  >  if  I  did  not  furnifh  her  with  counterpoifon, 
you  would  infeft  her  minde,  and  caft  her  into  a  worfe  maladie  than 
•fcit  you  cured  h«r  of,  But  /hare  taught  her,  that  0Kr«  «fc  a  fori  of 
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EnchiXtin  that  bewitch  by  coiiinaending,and  that  the  wanton  Co'jrt- 
Ikipot  Sirtns  hath  allured  many  t9  their  ruines*  and  filJ'd  the  Seas 
with  frequent  fhipwracks.  She  believes  her  Glafle,  and  me  too,  who 
arc  more  true  ro  her  then  you,  and  who  (without  much  difficulty^ 
can  reftific  her  opinion  of  her  felf,  which  you  would  have  ft  rained 
too  high  For  my  own  particular,  I  ceafe  not  to  be  your  debtor  for 
ihe  quaint  txtfAVMiMcts  and  hyperboles,  wherein  you  expreflcyour 
aflPcftiOR  towards  raei  and  for  her  par t,fepa rating  your  commendati- 
ons from  her  name,  and  conlldering  thcmafonder,  by  thcmfelrcj, 
fhc  cftcems  them  as  the  wealth  of  a  Jewellers  flaop,which  indeed  may 
delight  her  eyes,  but  fhe  findes  nothing  there  that  belongs  to  her. 
Receive  this  complement  as  from  her,  if  youpleafc ,  I  am  meerly 
bur  her  Secruary  in  this  point,  and  ]  (hall  remain 

Sir, 
Baltic  ti»OM, 


Tb  Monfieur  de«Bonair, 
Let.  VIIL 

S;  R,  the  honourable  mention  that  you  were  pleafed  to  make  of 
me  in  your  Bock,  is  a  moft  fingular  favour,  and  I  cannot  behold 
my  felf  in  x'b  fair  a  feat  without  fome  temptation  of  vainglory.     I 
know  not  a<yet,  whcihcrmy  teftimoniebetobe  admitted  orreje- 
ftcd  J  and  whether  I  be  an  AptcryphaU  or  Canomall  Author  i  but 
flnce  you  have  cited  me,  it  is  not  lawful  for  me  to  doubt  any  more  of 
the  good  ftiaceffe  of  my  writings ;  and  after  this,I  dare  claim  a  place 
in  rhe  noblcft  Librarits.   It  is  true,  J  dare  not  own  that  Title  you  be* 
ftow  on  me,  of  ths  (jemm  ofE'iqHtnu.    Bcfides,  that  this  would  be  a 
wrong  to  MtrcHfy  and  Wytha ,  who  have  for  many  ages  poflcft  the 
Chair,and  fwayed  the  Art  of  E&cwfWf ;  it  were  neceflary  alfo  that  J 
had  rhe  fuffrages  of  all  the  Predchtn  and  AdvoCtUs  of  the  Realm-,  and 
you  know,  Sir^  that  there  is  none  of  them  fo  mean ,  that  doth  not 
jpsrfwade  himfelf  that  he  is  the  God  of  Pirfvutfrny  and  would  very 
Lirdly  confefle  a  fuperior    j  mnf^  not  therefore  entertain  an  EUgU, 
which  would  be  challenged  from  me  by  two  fo  great  Hutmsy  equally 
terrible  and  potent,  and  ]  am  co«tent  to  be  leflc  prized  by  you,fince  ^ 
J  am  fure  of  the  fame  affcftion  ',   you  fliill  preferve  that  for  me,if  you 
plcafe,fince  J  am  willing  to  give  it  its  trae  cftimation,and  to  be  really 

U35,  Ttufi&S. 
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To  Monfieur  Hiiggens  Councellor  and  Secretary  of  the  Com" 
Viands  6j  my  Lord  the  Prinae  of  Orange. 

L  E  T.   XIX. 

SI  R,  I  have  received  wlih  your  Letter  the  'DiSimi'm  of  <»;«*  »l 
tur in  Print  j  but  to  write  my  opinion  thereof,  would  I 

too  dangerous  an  entcrprife.  I  never  mean  to  doubt  of  the  certainty 
of  hii  Dodrinei  and  too  bid  conftrudion  was  made  of  me  at  the  be- 
ginning of  our  commerce  for  to  adventure  farther  in  thai  way.  It  fuf- 
ficcth  me  to  ccnfeflc  that  1  wai  loft  in  all  probablliiy,  had  it  ndt  been 
for  your  protc^ion,  fmce  even  under  that,  I  could  hardly  be  fecurc. 
This  is  a  Buckler  that  hath  been  pierced  in  a  thoufand  places,  and  (to 
fficak  freely)  hath  fervcd  me  rather  for  a  ^it^^  then  dsfcncc.  My 
great  tAdvirfary  (as  you  call  him)  would  fain  have  made  an  txatrpie 
of  your  poor  Supplmt  ttnd  fhcwed  tiiathc  did  not  either  believe  that 
you  did  love  me  fo  dearlie,or  that  he  did  not  niuch  regard  the  pcrfons 
whom  yon  fo  loved.  Neverthclcfs  Sir,  if  I  had  been  of  a  quarrclforii 
humor,  that  matter  (perhaps)  would  not  luve  been  fo  app^afedi  ancl 
men  would  perfwade  me,  that  my  pcrfon  only  waiinjur'dj  my  e/f/^ 
ffrtloKS  being  as  firm  and  as  found  as  fhty  were  befoic  the  batferie. 
But  let  the  field  he  his,  feeing  he  caanot  endure  an  encounter,  that  I 
fay  not  a  rcfiftancc  j  and  I  do  willinglie  yield  him  all  the  advantages 
of  this  action.  Hechofe  rather  to  take  mcj  then  receive  my  fobmifli- 
on,  and  preferr'd  a  trophey  before  an  b$m«gt*  Nevettheleffe»  I  am  re- 
folv*d  not  to  alter  my  condition  or  forget  my  wonted  civility.  Yet  t 
do  make  a  ftand  at  the  very  fame  bounds  thath©  hath  leapt  over,and 
give  refpeft  to  that  Gharader,  which  he  hath  violated  j  I  fpcak  of 
your  love  and  good  opinion,  which  are  mote  precious  to  mc  then  my 
writings  or  my  repuiaiion.and  which  1  cannot  difefteera  whcrefocver 
I  met  them.  Sir^  there  wilj  be  alwaiei  in  the  world  Opprcffors,  and 
men  opprclTcd,  and  1  muft  be  one  of  the  ImiHVUs  that  muft  fuiier 
the  perfecutions  of  a  Hirod^  But  there  is  nothing  fo  hard  that  lev 
cannot  digeft.  I  pardon  (for  your  fake)  all  my  injuries  and  fuftchngs, 
vi'ith  all  my  heart,  and  am  contented  to  be  ill  intreated,  as  long  as  I 
give  evidence  that  lam 

Bi\zi€Ae,Septmb*  Sir, 

etc  7$ 
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To  Mor.fieur  de  R.acan. 

Let.  X. 

C  /  i?,   I  render  you  ihinki  br  your  Sh'phs^Ydtjjc-y  wirh  whom  I  en- 
*^)  ))cd  fuch  ravlflitng  pleafurei*  that  the  xo'uptmus  never  enjoy  the 
like  and  yet  fochjft  and  hontft,  that  I  ihinknotmyftlf  bound  to 
makeconfcfliDn,  (he  ha^l^  reviv'd  my  fplrit?.  rhjc  wcie  rebated  with 
ea^er  fludic,  and  retired  with  diftin^ions  and  Syilogifracs.  I  cannot 
clifl^mble,  I  have  no:  this  long  time  S;V,  fpcnt  a  day  more  happilic 
then  v/hen  I  entertained  Htr.  And  if  I  have  ihnught  Htr  fo  beautiful 
in  her  ovrn  fimpln:  weeds,  and  niitur^sl  habiliment.*,  wit houc  the  addf- 
t<on  of  thofe  help?  which  fervc  to  cmbdiifh  and  adorn  i  whit  will  ic 
be,  when  flic  will  appear  in  the  pomp  and  lufter  of  the  Theutr  ?  and 
when  thofe  things  t'hitarc  of  themfeive?  fo  powerful,  will  be  mended 
vyi:h    the  he^p   of  the  voice  and  the  graces  of  pronunciation  ?  if  1 
tiioiiph:  *^ke  were  to  come  for?h  fuddairlie  in  that  EqulpMH^t,  I  would 
ftraighebc^-n  my  jonrr.ie  for  to  be  prcfent  at  that  joyful  fpeftaclc,  - 
and  to  gWe  you  the  appljufe  whkh  you  dojafllicdeferve.  But  Imcc 
you  have  Tent  Ht^  rae,  kt-ing  yet  warm  from  the  birth,   and   that  She 
mui\growupa  wl)'le3'Jr!ca  hcrftreiigth  rn  your  hand?,  I  hope  I 
fhal!  be  linv:  enough  zt  Kot/'i- to  leboldher  inhcrglorie.  I  undcr- 
Ihnd  Sir,  in  ihe  n  can  whilc>  ^h^t  there  is  a  great  contention  between 
the  Lud'^s  a^out  the namet  of  C'-jf/f  and  On?.ns,    zrA  that  ihey  arc 
more  ambitiou-  of  thcfciip  a.^d  fiicaf  heard*  hook  then  any  thing.  It 
licth  in  you  to  do  thcin  j  ifticc,  U  fi"ti;fic  their  an[)birion:yet  notwith* 
OandinG,if  you'.»e  believe  be,  you  muft  c^fluere  this  rural  Equipage, 
&  adapt  yoiir  fclfc  to  Crewts  fe  Sctpttrs,  Thar  adive  and  ftrong  fpint 
vliichdoth  fweyyou,  hitli  too  rr:uch  vigor  for  to  dwell  on  weaker 
lhtms\  it   wouM   bresk    ill  the   furairufc  of  Hornpipes   and 
Hau-boi$  that  you  fhou'd  fill  it  with  i   moreover ,  the  Coontrie 
and   Cabbin    is   not   the   proper  lj)h>t't   of  magnificence,    and 
SbephsMrd'Sts  muft    not   dance    to   the   found   of  a  Trumpet.   I 
have  therefore  chofen  for  you  aa  heroick  fubjeft  indeed  ,    and 
worthy   the   courage  and   majcftie  of  your  ftyle*,     which  fiylc 
carrieth  all  the  exaaneifc  of  rule* ,  and  hath  been  alieadie  ufed 
with  eooi   approbation  by  ihc  ^^fias  of  Anciquiiie.     But  the 
'      ^  fpon 
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fpQit  ii,    to  fee    you   cif^iurc  and   contend  with  thcro  for  ^^*|J '■ 
own  vi^orie    a  d   to  cliallcnge  ihcn^  at  the  Unc  c^rrccics  2nd 
couffes  that   tlity  have  gainul   titcir  giorie  l.y»    This    kirdc  of  j 
imiiMtion  i^  niorc  noble  and  liardic  ihcn  i«tc;:'/<)«  it  fclie,    and   , 
which   you  arc  vcric  capable  to  undertake.     However,    if  you 
/hall    ftand   in  need  of  fomc  aid,    1  am  rcadic   to  doe  \\\c  Of- 
hcc  of  a  Grtrnminan^  and  to  give  you  the  lircral  ijiicrprctati- 
on  of  the  Ttxts  of  fuch  Authors y   which  you  mrafic  to  foliow, 
with  a  refolution  to  om-goe  thcnri.     I  knew  ilac  hcicin  I  fhall    , 
not  betray   any  great  care  of  their  rcpacacion,  nor  co  ^^ny  good   j 
cffice  to  any  of  them.     Bur  Si/-,  there  is  nothing  that  1  would 
not  doe  for  you,    to  wlwm  i    ccnffle   iiifinitc  cbligacioni ,  ai»d 
will  be  cverlaflinglie 

Balzic.  5.  Upr.  Sir, 


To  Monpeur  de  Sr.  Chartres. 
Let.  XI. 

SIR  5  The  diforders  of  acrazie,  and  ruinous  bcd'e,  and  the 
pains  I  fuffer  by  it,  are  the  eternal  hinderanccs  of  my  devoir : 
Thcfcalfofha'l  be  C«fyou  plcafc)  the  ordiaarie  Afn'oiiet  ior  my  fi- 
Icnce.  You  may  believe,  that  I  do  not  iifc  to  make  great  preparati- 
ons for  to  treat  with  you,  in  refpeft  of  the  famiiiaririe  we  proftflfc 
each  to  other  J  and  if  I  could  have  reddeted  you  thanks  foor^er  fcr 
your  courteUcf,  I  wouW  not  have  favcd  the  expence  cf  a  few  ragged 
lines  fo  long  a  time.  I  have  received  thjrr«?f/2«r;fl»  of  yourfricrtd 
who  doth  me  more  honor  then  I  can  dcki^e^  I  cannof  fofficiendie 
acknowledge  the  pains  that  he  was  pleafed  to  take  for  me,  "^eing 
not  ignorant  how  unpleafi^g  a  thing  is  Dtp^nda-rtcu,  I  confefTe  that  ic 
is  more  than  a  probable  argument  of  a  maw  love,  to  fubmit  hirofrlfe 
to  the  fancie  of  a  man  that  holdj  no  fuperioriilc  over  him.  This  fcrvi- 
tude  is  irkfonie,  and  fo  heavic  a  yoak  to  good  wits ,  that  they 
luvc  fcldom  born  it  as  they  (hoald  i  and  yiHciui 
obftfires    a   number  of  paflages    of    dripgtk  >    which    citer'f 
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ti  0  did  not  undcrftand  in  his  tranfUtior*  And  yet  to  undcrftand  an 
Autlior  aright  is  not  all ;  things  rendered  in  another  language,  muft 
rcrain  the  Umc  degree  of  goodncfs,  (if  it  bepoOible)  as  was  in  the 

0  jgin*l:  ihelliong  muft  not  be  enfeebled,  nor  ihc  well  attired  be 
dcvcftcd  or  clad  in  raggs,  nor  ihofe  that  are  well  mounted  be  unhorf- 
ed,  and  made  tt  fcrvc  on  foot.  Moft  iwty/r«f<  j  fmdced)  deal  with 
books  in  that  manner,  and  do  violate  the  Lawes  of  facred  hofpitality, 
towards  the  perfoni  of  the  Koblcft  ftrangcrs  ihit  they  meet  with. 
Commonlic  they  write  Trtnch  after  the  Utint  mm^  and  Lmm  after 
tlie  Fruib  j  and  /  have  fcen  more  AMthoHrs  ftript  and  excoriated, 
than /<«^oiiri  tranflated.  Ic  is  by  your  good  favor,  that  1  imnotof 
the  number  of  thofe  hlmyrs  i  but  on  the  contraric,  your  friend  hath 
done  me  many  courrefjes  which  I  needed,  and  iurnifhc  me  with  a 
thoufand  Ornaments  which  I  had  not  of  mine  own.  I  am  very  much 
obliged  unrc  hini  in  this  behalf,  and  ]  owe  you  alfo  much  thanks,  for 
the  regard  ycu  llicwed  to  my  Counfds,  preferring  them  before  your 
fiift  inclinations  Accomplilh  5z>,  that  which  yon  have  begun,  and  let 
us  fee  zStnAttT  worthie  the  ancient  Rtp»b'icl(,  and  the  age  of  genuine 
and  legUimnte  RmAita*  In  onr  time,  men  do  bear  a  great  opinion  of 
their  elcqucacc  •  and  a  certain  Auihsf  (whofenamel  have  forgot) 
ulki  of  the  purple  of  their  ljngu«ge,a$  well  as  of  that  of  their  gowns* 

1  doubt  not  but  you  will  adorn  them :  both  with  the  one  and  the  o- 
ther  fiv«iy }  And  that  you  will  make  the  dricft  thorns  of  their  petti- 
foggiog  Di4^5f,  look  ffcfh  and  flourifh  ng  again,  if  you  will  take  the 
pains  to  drclk  and  manure  ihem.  Afo^^^w  Ci^^^p/^w  foliowes  my 
counfel,  and  thanks  me  in  all  his  Letters  for  the  friendfhip  contraftcd 
bscween  you.  Prefer vc  Sir  for  me  thar  good  which  I  do  for  others, 
and  think  me  not  unworihle  of  it,  fincc  that  1  am  with  all  my  foul 

Balzac.  4.  Kav.  Sir 

i€^6»  Ttfur,  &c. 


T'o  Mofjfieur  Baiidoin. 
Let.  XIL 

SI  S ,  I  received  the  ularm  of  your  fickncffe  ;  but  your  ktter  did 
foon  fettle  and  cowpofc  ray  mindj  if  it  be  as  ycu  write,  but  an  at- 
tachment without  grief,  Ibelievethtt  I«m  not  bound  to  keep  much 
adoc  in  bcfBoaning  you  >  this  Rcccifiric  reft  iind  rcfide^ce  is  good 

fw 
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for  fomething  :  ic  doth  (at  lc»ft)  privilcdgc  a  T^i'eMtr  from   per- 
forming a  thoufand  pcctie  Offices,  wh.ch  do  diftraa  a  Cwirw; W 
life,  and  which  a  civil  life  doth  fcem  to  cxad  (rem  him,  that  hath  ihc 
free  ufc  of  his  Icggs      So  that  in  the  ftate  that  you  arc  in ,  you  do  ob- 
h'gc  the  Pubi.r\mdd^\ghto(you',  anddtubcnoc,  bm divers  Hi- 
tioHS  do  bleifc  your  Gout,  ihic  is  the  caufc  of  your  Icafure  •,  fince  that 
indeed   it  doih  not    handle  you  rudelic,  and  that  J  do  (as  others) 
reap  much  profit  ihcrchy.i  /  know  nor  whether  1  ought  to  call  ic 
good  or  bad,  except  my  own  incercft  )}iould  be  more   confidt-nWe, 
then  the  libcrtie  oi  my  fjiend.  Hereupon,  /   fhall  confulc  with  my 
MortilPhiltfephy,  upon  tha>:  pare  which  treatcth  of  D;si/f5,which  you 
(f  am  furc)  will  noc  have  called  Ojfficeh  "^  (hall  underftand  Sir,  in 
the  mean  wliiic,  thai  /  have  rsceivcd  thcWond  imprcffionof  my  Lcf- 
ters,  and  that  my  eyej  arc  not  fo  bad,  but  that  I  could  cfpic  at  the 
fii  ft  glance,  that  which  they  owe  unto  your  care.  J  fhould  be  uocivil 
Cnot  to  fay  unknowing)  if  J  did  nor  render  yoa  thanks  for  iliis  favor, 
and  if  that  my  Book  (having  received  better  ordtr  and  Oiconcmy  by 
your  hands)  ]  did  not  confetfc  that  it  is  you  that  did  bcftcwe  upon'r 
its  lift  graces.    We  muft  confeflc  that  you  arc  an  admirable  Chymick 
to  refine  that  which  is  grclfe  and  droffic  in  my  wrieingf ;  and  that  you 
ire  i  grtit  txUfminmr  oi  ourfupcrfluomCharafters.  But  ]  fhould 
have    been  yet   more  dceplie  ingaged  unto  you»   if  that  you  ha?J 
throughly  plaid  the  ^r;7?jyc^«i,    and   with  that:  Hatchet  which  is  fo 
formidable  loSSj,  which  you  deem  unufeful,  yon  had  hewn  cfif  my 
other  faults,  as  well  as  that  oiO>thQi>-Mfhy.  This  Ihill  be  refcrvcd  for 
another  time,  and  for  a  work  of  greater  conftquencc,  whereof   you 
fhall  be  the  Judge,  upon  condition  SJy,  that  you  fhcv*'  no  vi:tieor 
favor  in  your  cenl'uic',  and  that  my  ftilc  undergoc  all  the  rigor  of 
your  lawcs  as  long  as  my  pcrfon  be  had  in  confidcration,  and  that  J 
be  ftiU 
Balzjc.  25.  O^o^. 

1635.  rj«:',&c* 


ToMorjfieur  da  Coignet  Gentleman  tn  Ordinary  to  the  meji 
IL'ufiriousQnccn  of  great  Brittahu 


Let.   XIII. 


thout 


SIR  ,  J  was  much  difcontcnted  that  J  parted  from  Pim,  wi 
having  the  honor  to  bid  ^u  Adieu.  But  it  is  vcrlc  diffical?  to  live 
regularlic  amidft  fuch  confufionj,  and  to  be  puu^ual  in  a  time  when 

Cccj  aa 
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^n  ilvpgs  are  om  of  orJcr.  I  though:  I  haddoire  much,  that  I  had 
Por  for^oi  my  fclfe,  beir.g  in  the  p'acc  where  1  was  •,  and  that  I  did 
pur  Ha  fiorc  .'eagucs  of  Lind  between  Me  and  ]DhA  dt  iVtnh,  Bg- 
tng  i.\As  to  iDakv  buc  a  forric  Souldier,  I  thoughn  that  no  body  had 
any  ihmg  to  fay  to  mf  in  Pitf.^ri/)',  and  that  the  Kjng*  Armic,  would 
rnc  be  th^  IclTe  compleac  for  my  abfcnce.  Loc  now  Sky  I  am  arrived 
fc;re,  this  fitic  of  rhc  loz/r,  tuflc  in  fortifying,  as  \vf  IJ  2S  1  may,  my 
v;l!3ge  wiih  Vb  hfofby'^  and  intrenching  nr.y  (clf  ^gainft  the  Enemies 
iviih  got  d  books.  If  the  temy>cf\s  which  threaten  the  Frontiers  of 
2J.>5?iariivea£U',wemLfi  thlnkof  another  way  of  rafetic,and  refolvc 
(  m  ai-y  ca?e)  to  palib  the  Sea  ,  and  go  and  dwell  in  that /?g'*a  of 
P'icf,  and  thic  haprlc  ipimate  where  your  divine  P/WCjf/ireJgns. 
B,ic  tbe  good  conduft  and  leading,  of  the  f^i'g  h^rB'oiherj  and  the 
g  >od  Fire  of  t'ranci  forbid  us  to  harbor  any  though'S  of  dcfpairi  and 
tic  cpiuions  c  f  i.-tga,  that  expc^  a  calm  a/id  fer cnitie  affer  a  ftorm, 
a  ef-tr  d  rtvTcnr  from  theP.'*/fif^  of  ihe  vu!j?ar,  that  think  that  aU 
(to;  m;  arc  e  ci  alfing.  It  fluH  be  then  a  vifir  cf  complement  (in  de- 
fpithrcf/  ///if'f  r/>  //;j  thiti  (hi!'  pcifDrm,and  not  a  voyage  of  re- 
cciTitJe  whii  ii  I  mufl  rrake  ',  and  1  h.-^p«  my  word*  (hal!  finde  no  eva« 
fio'^.  :jn  !  that  I  lliali  tcli  you  in  Und^n  that  whicU  I  Uy  here,  that  / 
tinentirclie 

Bi^^r,    o  Sept.  Sir, 


"To  Ma^avi  Defloges. 
Let.  XIV. 


Mj^daim,  Tike  'f  not  arrjifP-,  thaf  l  do  much  rcjoycc  at  your  re- 
moval from  l^2Tis,  bncc  that  thereby  I  do  regain  the  g'oriovs 
^.^'i<i.u<  of  your  Neiglbor-hnod  5  and  that  lam  now  but  fifteen 
T.^3g\i€f-  ddantiicml^i-tue  rctind :  Morfi/.ur  d' AuviU  did  confirm 
thi^  nfwt  s,  whereof  I  had  otherwife  an  intimaiion  fo'rmerlie',  and 
hehaih  fanher  afiiired  me  (Ma^sm)  of  the  ijood  fuccefjofyouryour- 
rtyj  end  of  >^Mr  vi^orie  in  the  Chimte--  of  the  Ed  ci.  Since  the  guer- 
c'onofthisConq'cft  lyeth  »n  v^ft?!J>,  I  bclcve  it  wil]  repent  you  to 
feuvc  cfi°ndcc)  the  ATiocri'mu'  (on\t  tive  years  agone.  irayicisfcmc 
p]r;::rurc  ro  me  to  th-nk  rh:ic  yen  will  noLdigreflc  any  more  out  of  the 
l^f.adc  rn  ccnrcnipt  oi  us  •,  and  now  ffmrtlie  will  be  the  time  when 
"■  ij  vvil!  d:£;.]J::-  rh^fc  turn  w»(h  yourprefenGe,  which  do  fopafTio- 
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iwrcDc  (J^rc  to  fw  you.  J  am  not  fo  prcfumptuous  as  fo  ai.lieagc  ^icit  1    ' 
wy  own  wifhcs.  ^Jucnic  thinks  {MUik)  il-.TLixhcVuk:  v,i  i?'X/;f/>«^ '1 
fiWdcfcTvcs  one  of  your  ftagcs-,  and  if  ic  be  fo,  1  have  xcik-.w  to  '    ' 
hope  to  be  hafpyinfcmehourcs  of  the  two  or  three  day  f,  which 
you  cannot  dcmc  to  afford  Him.  I  was  abour  »o  fend  :o  you  ^ — -,^S>      ^ 
learn  fome  newesof  you;  But  thiicxcclJeni  Bjarcr,  haih  p.oniiicd 
m€  to  relate  fome  at  hij  return  ^  and  you  Bccd  not  bctiouDicd,  \i\ 
that  he  did  forbear  that  crude  Orstkn  thic  was  pjovidcd  for  you.Th  s 
is  a  man  (Mtdam)  in  whofc  mouih  arc  Ttmpia  and  -A'-r-yj  ticded  for 
you,  and  who  adores  yoa  in  evcric  word  he  fpeakvsHc  hath  no  vujgar 
conceit  of  your  vertuei,and  he  bckig  alfoa  man  of  psrt?,  is  worrhie  cf 
that  regard  you  bearc  to  him.  I  liope  he  wilHove  mea  litclc  foriovc     » 
of  you,  and  that  you  will  cio  fo  hkcwifcj  and  addc  this  favor  to  ihc  in  • 
finite  number  that  I  owe  you,  and  which  oblige  mc  to  be  n.orc  then 
ante  man  in  th«  world, 

16^6,  »  T'jar^  &c, 

I  fend  you  {MAdm)  the  complement  which  you  dcfirc  to  fee ;  It 
wasfcntere  ihij,  burwajnoc  received,  bcciure  my  pjckct  wasldV. 
Since  rhac  time,  I  have  never  thought  of  if,  but  your  curiofKie  h*.ics 
out  tTiings  jhat  are  loft,  and  I  am  fo  good  a  Cetrmr,  tiuc  none 
fhould  have  feen  it  befidcs  your  felfc. 


To  my  Lord  Keener  of  the  Seales  Segi-ierjfince  Chancellor  of 
France. 
L  E  T.  XV. 

MTL  rd.  If  I  had  not  been  adverti/d  thr.  it  W2!  my  boundcn 
dutie  to  write  unto  you,  I  (hould  not  have  thought  ic  needhil 
(o  to  do.  And  chouoh  I  have  tutninarcd  as  much  as  anic  oi  her,  upon 
the  choice  that  the  King  hath  made  of  your  perfon,  1  conrdcied  i.  is 
one  of  the  felicities  ot  his  reigne,  and  a^  a  j^encral  influence  of  farcr 
upon  a!i  the  world.  Calling  to  mind  the  dehnition  of  ^riftsUf,  t{;ac 
calls  juflice  the  good  of  another,  1  thought  ic  not  fo  congruous  to 
congra^ulare  with  him  jhat  muft  be  the  GuxtdiM  of  the 
Lawfs,  touching  a  prcfcrm.enc  that  wiii  put  h  ni  to  a  perpetual  care 
and  vigilance.  But  rather  to  partake  in  filence  of  the  common  feliciric 
of  thofe  j>eople  that  fhalj  wholHc  relic  upon  his  watciif  jjncfs.  Buc 
i»>/.<5>^^,rincecufTom  comandtir,Sc  thatcogratulatio^  frcr.  thercmo 
teft  parciof  the  iC'ngclom  do  pofi  towards  ycu,  1  Ihouldbc  Lh'-u;hc 
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u^w'orthie  of  that  rank  whirh  I  hoM  among  your  humble  Scrvanw, 
n  1  did  not  fc qaefter  my  fclf  from  rhe  Crowd  to  deliver  you  (a  part) 
^ome  teftisnonje  of  my  joy,  and  to  make  you  fee,  thar  in  places  of  fi- 
Icnce  and  folj tude  there  be  not  wanting  acclamationt  for  you,  and  af. 
ffi^ions  for  the  Countrey.  I  fhail  therefore  mike  bold  co  tell  you, 
that  the  joy  which  feifeth  me  at  thij  time,  is  mingled  with  a  kind  of 
vanities  and  haviog  accompanied  yoH  with  my  thoughts  and  eyei 
even  unto  the  place  of  your  advancement,  Idoimagiflc  I  have  (in 
fogierort)  condufted  you,  whither  the  judgement  of  the  Py/«c*  hath 
advanced  you  Whtreforc  my  Lord  in  your  promotion,  I  do  rejoycc 
for  the  good  fuccefs  of  my  lumginatioHt  and  take  no  fmall  pleafurctc 
fee  my  own  Z)m»<ifi«?«  verified,  eertainlie  ii  is  a  matter  of  delight 
to  fee  a  Fiff/ae  fo  laborious  and  iftive  as  yours,  brought  into  the  moft 
wide  and  fpacious  Car reerc  that  F»yt«w«  could  make  choice  of  5  and 
this  is  a  fpcftaclc  worrhic  the  fight  of  Hrnvin,  and  of  the  hUffcd  fmU 
of  the  late  Cgt9  of  your  race.  Tlie  importance  is,  my  LQrtf,  that  you 
begin  in  a  verie  good  feafon,  for  to  continue  long  j  and  that  you  are 
in  the  verdure  and  vigor  of  your  age  for  to  uphold  the  crazie  and  de- 
crepit weakndfe  of  our  State.  In  this  Eitvatitn  both  of  Merit  and 
D'gnltie,  each  man  will  be  your  Adorer  and  Votmy :  But  yoo  will 
give  me  leave  to  affure  you  that  none  will  approach  unto  you  with  a 
purer  and  more  dif  intereffed  V>iv$tm  then  soinc ,  and  that  I  am 
without  much  pomp  «nd  flonrifb,  yet  in  much  finceritic 

Balzac,  i.  dp'dl  M)  Lord^ 


Jo  Monfieur  de  MorinSj  Coimfel'hr  of  the  King  in  the  Court 

oftheEdicf^atAgm, 

Let.  XVI. 

MY  Lgrd ,  You  arc  noble  enough  to  love  a  man  without  anie 
merits,  but  I  were  too  loofc  and  forlorn  if  1  wcrefo  loved, 
and  yet  you  have  fome  caafe  to  call  me  by  that  bad  titlej  and  UCMtn- 
fienr  Girwrdhtth  not  had  a  care  of  hii  friends  reputation,  all  clrcum- 
itances  condemn  me.  It  is  true  that  my  fault  wis  but  the  oraiflfioii  of 
a  Gomplemenr,  which  had  flipt  out  of  my  mcmorie  j  and  yet  I  avow 
to  yco,  that  chis  omifBon  ia  fuch  a  Cm  that  hacb  (a  fong  tirue)  burden- 
ed 
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«d  my  confcienccj  aid  taufcth  fuch  gripes  and  remorfe  Sift  that  ex4 
ccpt  the  fame  goodncfs  that  hath  fhewcdme  favor  dogranemet' 
pardon,  I  cannot  make  aitoncme«t  with  my  fclf*  But  I  im  apt  to  be- '.  , 
lievc  that  for  theappeifing  of  my  thoughci,  you  will  not  run  the  ha-  \1 
zjrd  of  your  former  benefits,  and  that  you  will  by  your  perfcverancc  \ 
addc  to  my  obligations*  Knowing  fhis  morcover,that  you  arc  a  right 
honcft  man*,  \  rauft  neccflarilic  conclude  that  you  arc  no  F»rwii///f 
or  a  man  of  Ceremonie,  and  that  you  do  not  tic  your  fcif  to  thofe  pet- 
tic  obfervancci  and  Rites  which  make  the  fricndfliip  of  this  age  more 
pci  plext  and  difficult  then  fincere.  If  Tms  may  be  gain'd  or  mer ired 
by  a  true  and  perfcft  valuation  of  your  worth,  1  will  not  be  an  un  - 
faithful  D//)o>fJ?>,  befecching  you  to  believe  thail  amalreadie  as 
much  as  anie  man  in  th^  world 

Balzac  Ftb,  lo*  fir, 


To  Monfteur  dcYnugehs  Gentleman  in  Ordimry  toMoHfi- 
cur  the  Kings  onely  Brother, 

Let.' XVII. 

S/  « ,  I  did  read  my  own  thoughts  in  your  tiiur\  1  fubfcribc  un- 
to all  that  you  have  writ  unto  me,  and  confeffc  that  in  the  Elo- 
gie  of  Mtnftm  Armld  the  Ahktt^  you  do  (indeed)  but  give  your 
friend  his  due,  and  lend  him  never  a  grain.  This  is  (in  truth)  amoft 
accomplifh't  man,  and  who  at  the  age  of  2i  yearcs,  was  reputed  wife 
even  by  the  ItnlitHSi  that  latclic  thought  wifdorti  wai  their  own  free- 
hold. He  hath  with  his  great  knowledge  mingled  much  goodneflc  : 
the  (harpncffe  of  hit  underftanding  is  tempered  and  allaied  by  the 
fweetncffc  of  his  behaviour,  and  his  modeftic  doth  reprcflTc  and  con- 
ceal muchof  hiiabiliiiet.  He  never  pardons  himfclf,  though  he  doth 
beare  with  all  humane  infirmities  in  othen,  and  that  Pietie  which  he 
doth  praftife,  gives  rcfpcft  unto  all,  bnt  ftrikcs  a  terror  in  none.  Loc 
$"/>,  the  tcftimonie  which  I  add  unto  yours :  which  I  would  beftow 
upon  an  encmie  that  dcferv'd  it,  bnt  would  not  upon  a  friend  that 
wanted  merit,  H«  knowledge  is  attended  on  by  other  verrucs,  and 
ithathfurnifhthim  with  excellent  moralitie:  for  without  this,  it 
fhould  be  folitarie  and  of  little  ufe.  I  tell  you  nothing  of  thclate 
experiment  I  have  found  of  it  in  your  Letter  which  he  wrote  unto 
you  :  befides  that  my  bt  ft  language  would  be  far  below  iry  apprehcn- 
iion  of  it  i  I  know  withall  too  well  the  power  of  his  Rhtt§ricl(  to  coi- 
tcft  with  It  i  finee  he  hath  got  fo  manic  advantages  over  mc^  he  muft 

needs 
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needs  have  that  of  civiliticsnd  complements  too  j  and  ray  filcBce 
muft  not  be  accounted  anic  more  the  cffeft  of  modtftic  but  of  the  E- 
loqaenccof  \\\iLHttr.  I  fend  it  you  back  bccaufcyouwou'dhtveii 
fo,  and  bccaufc  you  may  make  fome  ufe  of  it  in  your  Ctthintfi  but  I 
fhall  refcive  a  Copy  of  it  under  your  favor,  that  it  may  afford  fomc 
comfort  and  relief  to  my  difcontcnis.  i  hare  feen  the  fiegc  of  Tyye, 
the  d*ath  oiVArif^Sy  the  voyage  of  the  Inaitait  and  1  have  read  them 
with  wonder.  All  thefcfeem  tome  fo  good  frcwcfc,  and  fo  natural, 
that  it  is  impoftlble  to  pick  out  anie  line  there,  that  doth  favor  of,  or 
fhcvi'  anie  affinitie  with  Litrte,  or  wherein  the  original  ^tt'hor  hath  a- 
nic  advaotige  above  tftefccond.  What  vould  yoa  have  more  5;V,  or 
whst  fentcnce  can  yoti  crave  of  me  .?  I  have  but  one  word  to  adde  in 
commendation  of  your  TravtIs.Thc  Altyifntkr  ofPki'ip  was  invincible, 
and  thit  oiV^ugtlas  is  inimicable.  Itis  that  (to  fay  bo  more)  that  will 
defervc  the  affection  of  yocr  incomparable  M^rchmrp,  and  the  fair 

B:avy  or  Tro9p  that  do  of  ten  afTemblc  at  her  houfe.  Moitjimr . 

calls  Hey  a  thia  atdfefplmdint  Goun,  and  thcirm  IV^ridiffi^ad  And 
refgffr.cd:  and  faith,  that  there  is  no  Tdbknti  fo  foveraign  that  we  may 
not  appeal  from,  unto  the  Mtnjitn  of  KtmboaiUtt,  Since  /  cannot 
know  what  kind  of  work  it  is  that  my  Stdiiomr  fhall  give  you,  unti 
thij  divmc  R'unaiit  T>mt  fhall  pjlfe  her  cenfurc  upon  is  j  I  dare  not 
as  yet,  declare  my  felf  for  a  Bsok  which  I  muft  aot  atkfjowledge,  al- 
though I  have  compofed  it.  /t  fufficeth  to  tell  you,  that  /  had  an  ai.n 
to  fjpeak  F^cnchy  and  to  write  fome  Utttrs  which  fhould  not  put  Her 
to  trouble  of  deciphering,  ^did  noihcartilie  defirc  that  niy  Dcfign 
m<ghc  take  cffcd  ;  and  I  fhould  believe  /  had  not  gain'd  a  little,  by 
the  commerce  of  manie  years,  if  what  you  fhali  prcfcnt  her  withj  in 
my  name,  may  cnterrain  her  thoHghts  for  a  few  bowers  j  the  nobltft 
libars  of  the  underftanding  cannot  afpire  to  a  higher  blitfe  than  thatj 
Vhilofffb}htvk\fc  fhould  betray  too  mach  prcfumption  to  think  to 
take  them  up  whoUic  and  imploy  them  *,  fhe  cannot  claim  to  be  any 
more  than  her  4:rtfr/?>«  and  by-thought.  I  fhall  be  verie  well  con- 
tented Si9f  if  1  mip.hc  lervc  for  that  purpofe  handfomlit 5  and  / fhould 
boaf^  afrcr  this,  thit  I  w^re  (though  in  my  abfenee)  verie  good  com- 
panie.  That  timoroufncflc  that  did  ever  polfcflTe me  that  Tcouldnoc 
befo,  any  other  way,  and  the  fear  cf  troubling  theferenitieof  ano* 
ther  mans  vifaiRe  by  the  fallen  clowdinefs  of  mine,  have  made  me  to 
refrain  frem  all  Fei^i  and  jffj'imblie^i  and  hindered  me  from  bringing 
ficsvie  looks  ro  thofe  places  which  /  cfteem  facred,  and  before  thole 
eyes  which  /  do  reverence.  So  that  it  is  a  pure  reverence  in  me,  that 
1  flbftain  from  acceptable  and  delightful  converfation,  and  from  the 
plea fn res  cf  thoPr  C^^inH*  that  appertain  to  them  onlie  that  be  hap- 
p-e--  rhan  I.  And  I  do  chu'e  rithcr  to  adore  a  far  off  with  awful  re- 
gard, 
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gird,  then  be  importunitdie,  and  faucilic  familiar.  I  leave  it  to  you 
tocxcurcandjuftificthis  rimorioufncffe  which  proceeds  fromic- 
fpcft,  not  from  a  Sttienl  ferocitie.  Add  you  will  do  me  a  fivor,  if 
that  while  you  reprefent  the  beft  part  of  your  friend,  you  will  rake 
the  paini  to  excufe  thewoift.  Whcreunto,  I  do  c^ncftlic  conjarc 
you, and  tobelievefirralie,thatI  am 

Bilzic.  2t.  Feb.  Sir, 


T'o  Monjleur  de  la  Motte-Aigron. 

Let.  XVIII. 

C  f  i? ,  The  htdUn  Canes  which  you  fenc  me  were  prettie,  but  you 
^h^^f^  fo  caibellifht  them  at  Rnbtl,  that  I  doubt  me  they  are  noc 
for  my  turn.  They  are  not  made  for  a  private  mans  ufe : 
They  are  Emblms  of  foveraign  command-,  and  a  bolder 
0€or  then  /.  would  render  you  thanks  rather  for  your  Scepters  then 
your  Canes.  By  what  name  foever  we  call  them,  they  are  the  more 
precious  to  me,  becanfif  they  came  from  ToUyVnorc  then  for  anie  other 
confideration  *,  and  though  you  have  not  made  me  rich,  y^r  you  have 
nade  me  vcrie  gloiious.  /t  is  a  Maxime  in  Ariftotfe,  that  Ambition  is 
no  more  fatisftcd  with  benefits  received,  then  covctoulncflc.  But  mc 
thinks  he  fhould  have  added,  when  it  receives  from  him,  from  whom 
it  dcfired  to  receive.  For  all  forts  of  Bcnefadors  do  not  far  oblicgc 
ihofe  thit  are  ambitious  of  the  better  fort  onlie.  For  my  part,  I 

fhould  believe  that  the  Prefents  of  MsnficHr would  pollute  me, 

and  I  would  be  as  much  afham'dof  his  favors  as  I  glorie  in  yours.  In 
truth  Sir,  I  have  quitted  the  Countrie,  andam  comepurpofeiie  to 
thcT<vvn  tofhcw  them.  With  them,  /  do  fuftiin  my  old  agewlth 
credit,  and  look  as  trim  asuponfolemn  daics  of  Ceremonie.  They 
ferve  me  both  for  to  fopport  and  to  adorn  j  for  moveables  of  neccfTi- 
tie,  and  oftentation  too.  But  the  worft  is,  that  \  liave  nothing  here 
for  to  requite  fo  rare  a  Prcfent,  but  the  fhape  and  lineaments  of  a  t/*/- 
g«v  man,  and  the  fad  reprefentation  of  my  own  vifage.  As  it  were  ve- 
rie  unjuft  that  I  fhould  pretend  to  beautie ;  fo  itis  a  verie/o/«//)w« 
that  PhiUrcbus  calls  me  a  Nurcjfm.  Bat  there  are  alwaie*  foolifh  paf- 
fionj,andidlecuriofities  in  the  world.  My  fi  lends  at  P4rjli  would 
needs  u^ge  me  to  have  my  Pidurc  drawn,  and  J,  to  give  them 
contentment ,  did  yield  my  felfe  for  one  halfe  hourc  to  be 
tranfcribcd  ,    and    granted    them    this   »M^r    delight.     Some 
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Caplts  were  Hent  me :  one  whereof  I  beftow  upon  you,  fuppofing  that 
it  will  not  (care  you ',  and  knowing  thac  affedion  is  a  beccer  flatterer 
yet,  than  the  Vumr,  This  is  it  that  will  bcire  a  Calfe  witnefi  for  me 
to  prove  me  fair,  and  which  will  allow  me  a  place  in  the  ^7<//>  of  your 
}lIul\rious  men*  Such  a  place  in  yourCj^ijsf^  is  indeed  a  high  ad< 
vancemenr,  and  which  I  cannot  obtain  but  by  meet  favor  j  but  that 
which  you  have  given  me  in  yonr  heart  is  no  Icffc  precious  to  me,  and 
I  chink  1  have  good  right  to  the  poffeflfion,  fince  I  am  reallio 

Angoulcfmeij.  J^lr^ 

Jan.  1537.  Ymr&t. 


'Xo  Monfteur  de  BorflclL 
Let.  XIX- 

C'  R ,  I  durfi:  not  undertake  thegrearand  hazardoai  voya|e,which 
*^I  did  impofe  upon  my  felf  fomc  four  years  paft,  without  caking 
leave  from  our  noble  t<irf;,  I  have  therefore  fent  unto  her  to  beg  it,by 
the  man  that  fhall  deliver  yoo  this  letter ;  and  that  fhall  bring  me 
back  (if  you  pleafe^  fomc  dircftions  for  my  journey,  which  I  beg  of 
you.  Being  provided  of  fuchammanicion,  I  (hall  not  feaF  the  rigor 
of  f^&^-uirjfjnor  the  unconftancieof  Afi>'<fc,  nor  the  inundations  of 
the  Lfiire, nor  the  waics  of  Beau/TV.  I  am  furc  to  arrive  happilie^at 
fAfis',  where  Sir,  if  you  have  aniebufincITc,  Icaafurnifh  you  with 
a  Solicitor,  who  (though  but  a  forrie  one)  is  veric  ambitious  to  do 
yo\i(cmct,  %AUtnonttmo^&hHmHinonfdijii§t  J  neither  fetr  thi 
high  n9f  difdm  the  low:*  You  cannot  chink  of  anie  imployment  thac 
fhall  not  be  verie  welcom  to  me  •,  and  though  I  love  floath,and  make 
a  profcflion  of  Idlencffc,  yet  I  will  change  my  inclination,  and  of  a  (e* 
dtntArj  man  bceomc  a  Currier  j  except  this,  I  am  commonlic  delirous 
of  privacie,  and  never  bring  into  the  Affcmblies  of  men  but  my  eyes. 
and  ray  teftimonic.  There  muft  be  fpcftators  at  fuch  times,  as  well  as 
Poets  and  AAorsj  and  fome  that  maA  do  nothing,  for  the  intercfl  and 
honour  of  thofe  thac  aft«  But  to  the  purpofc  S;r  j  what  are  become 
of  your  A^tsrs  of  the  Low  Countries  ?  I  do  verilic  think  thac  there  is 
no  mOTeHdUnd  in  the  world,  and  that  the  Sea  harh  drowned  the  fa- 
moufeft  par:  of  the  earth.  There  was  nevcf  fuch  a  dearth  of  ncwcs  *, 
And  r!^e  €zy'biifii>i  Monks  do  not  raediracc  with  more  filencc,  than 

c!icy 
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!  they  do  wager  wirrc  in  that  Countrey.  If  you  are  more  learned  than 
the  Gi^tttesy  I  pray  impart  yoor  knowledge  by  thii  Bcarer,who  hath 
a  charge  to  give  you  an  account  of  nian>  thing^^  and  will  accjaaint 
you  particularlic  how  far  ]  am 

Bilzic.  18.  Fe*.  sir, 

I  6$  6,  YtUr&C, 


To  Monfieur  — —  the  chief  Advocate. 
L  E  T.  XX. 

CiV,  lam  impatient  until  J  can  hear  of  die  eftate  of  your  health^and 
•-'learn  by  the  return  of  my  Ltcqutjfy  whether  your  Itggs  fcc  btitcr 
then  they  were  wont.  Ji  is  no  wonder  if  they  bend  under  tlit  fcunhcn 
of  fo  many  brave  thingi  which  they  fuflain ;  and  being  to  csiric  the 
counfcls  of  a  whole  Prtvinte,  if  they  bt  fomcwhai  incommodatcd  wiWi 
foch  a  weight.  Yet  |  do  hope  wellof  thewholfomnelTc  of  that  A'u^c 
which  you  br«ath  j  and  that  beingoutofcht  reach  of  thai  »a/ii»«n£ 
7''pi«''»  (that  noifome  mildew,  J  would  have  (aid)  which  over- runs 
the  Hills  of  Angtuttfrntf  you  will  have  the  Icafure  to  travel  to  your 
breaches,  and  fortific  your  felf  againft  winter.  Thii  is  a  Neighbor 
that  doth  threaten  us  upon  the  Frntiers,  and  if]  can,  ]  will  flic  from 
him,  as  far  ai  tAfricI^.  Bat  this  rcmedic  is  ibmething  too  far.  Witha 
out  undertaking  fo  great  a  voyagej  we  will  endeavor  to  make  rcfift- 
ance  as  well  as  we  may  -,  and  ]  am  alrcadie  refolv'd  to  ufe  all  humaoe 
induftrie,  to  barricado  my  Chamber,  and  to  block  up  all  approaches 
towards  it.  Jf  /can  maintain  it  bravclie  againft  fo  terrible  an  Ene- 
my ',  I  fhall  account  my  felf  no  mean  Engineer ,  and  flull  think  my 
Sconces  and  Fortifications  as  regular  as  thofe  of  the  E$UnuUrs»  After 
this,  this  fball  be,  if  you  pleafe,  the  Camp  of  our  riotous  difcourfes 
and  extravagances ',  of  onr  peaceful  difputations,  aad  all  other  exer- 
cifes  that  an  boneft  ram  may  perform  in  a  Ghaii',  I  do  therefore  dc« 
fign  you  for  it  about  mi-HQytrnkr^  ir4  rcmiin 

Bftlzac.  18,0^.  Slr^ 


To 
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To  Monfieur  de  Maury. 

L  E  T.  XXI. 

C  /  i? ,  You  have  Hrnt  me  a  Prefcnt  whlck  w«  extrcimllc  dear  and 
'-^welcoaic  to  mc,  and  which  I  muft  highlie  prize,  both  for  the  man- 
ner offending,  and  the  matter  fent  j  the  affliftion  which  you  piinc 
out  and  emblazon,  is  fo  ChriJIigit,  that  all  the  joy  in  the  world  is  not 
able  to  counrervaii  it  *,  and  you  complain  in  fuch  a  learned  form,thaC 
we  muft  forbid  mzn  to  comfort  you,  left  you  fhould  ccafe  complain- 
injf.  /am  youknoA^jbota  f]mip\c  French DoSt^rj  yet  I  do  now  and 
then,  make  cxcurfion  info  the  L^tine  Countrie,  and  take  a  view  of  the 
FfiKtiers'  Bjc  thi?  is  too  little  fortokaow  the  jufk  value  of  your 
iMiife,  and  to  give  you  the  commendation  that  you  defcrve  You  hive 
an  inc'icnt  RimtA  necrc  you,  that  can  diftingnim  between  the  Ndtive 
and  the  Fd/r*i«r',  and  makes  it  Religion  to  coufonnd  the  modeftic 
oithcageoftAuguflfiiy  with  the  intemperance  of  fucceeding  times. 
He  hatha  fnwck  of  the  primitive  Pottry^v/h'Kh  the  S^ma^di  had  not 
yet  vitiated,  and  made  immodeft  ;  and  of  that  pure  Ltme^  which  the 
T^tcltMiton  had  not  yet  corrupted  with  nice  fubtlcties.  He  it  is,  tbac 
can  give  you  ample  and  )uft  commendation^  and  can  naikc  a  juft  cf\i- 
mare  of  the  riches  of  your  ftilc  .•  For  my  part,  /  can  but  teftific  unto 
you  my  deep  apprchenfionof  yourcourtcfics  in  thii  behalf,  and  a(* 
fare  yon  that  Z  will  be  while  Z  live 

Balzicsf.Otleb.  Sir^ 

1636.  y«w>'  eJ^f. 


To  Monfieur  de  Mondory. 
Let.  XXIL 

C/i?,  Yottr£«mvviuomeanold  novel  tic,  and  I  received  it  but 
*^in  thzbtgiW\\ng  oi'DictmbtTy  though  it  had  been  at  my  houfc 
fince  AjigH^ :  To  unfold  this  Riddle,  /  mu(\  tell  you,  /am  newly  re- 
turned from  a  Jong  voyage,&  that  /  found  your  Letter  here  at  my  ar- 
rival. Y^u  may  believe,  that  the  name  of  a  man  that  is  dear  unto  ma, 
4id  at  firft  cnconntcr  of  my  eye  affed  mc  with  joy  5  and  that  it  is  no 

fmali 
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fmallfatUfaSion  anci  conrentmcnc  ro  mc,  to  ftfc  that  ]  hold  a  plia 
in  a  memory,  that  is  To  occupied  and  fully  fraught  as  yours.  This  is' 
ro  lie  down  among  a  btd  of  Rof«,  when  I  lie  among  (0  many  brave 
V$tms,  and  rare  d'fcourfcs  which  you  contain,  as  a  vralking  Ubmry, 
And  i^it  be  lawful  to  tell  out  the  reft,  to  be  the  friend  of  Mcnfiswf  de 
Mando  jy  is  to  be  a  Favs'^rte  of  a  thoufand  Kj^gi  *,  for  indeed  you  do 
fo  lively  rcprefent  unto  «8  the  majcfty  and  magnificence  of  toimer 
age?,  that  we  mult  conftfs  tliat  yr.ur  reprefcniaticm,  are  the  glorious 
RfftiYiUms  of  thofe  Prhits  which  yon  do  p^rfonatc.  And  tilings  be- 
ing thui,  take  it  not  ?miffc  thst  in  my  anfwcr  1  mul\  contradict  ycu. 
Ycu  cannot  compare  the  bonnet  of  Htftd  with  that  ci M<r!*fitRf  the 

Advsutt' without  doing  fomc  injury  to  Royal  dignity,  and  a- 

vilcling  their  Purple  and  Diamonds ;  without  doing  your  fclfea  bad 
office,  in  Icflcning,  and  obfcuring  in  me  thereby  (if  you  cDuId;  ihc 
great  J/ei  which  /conccivd  of  you,  the  day  th:t  I  faw  you  wjth  that 
Bonnet.  Sutyoumay  be  pleated  to  humble  your  felfe ',  you  cancoc 
deface  or  biot  out  of  my  memory  iliat  firf\  imprefiion  and  XrnAge  of 
majcf^it  whch  yon  there  left  •,  and  1  cannot  figuic  you  in  my 
thought?,  but  with  a  commanding  accent^and  the  eloquence  of  a  Ma- 
fif.r^  far  tranfcending  that  inferior  Rbmricti^  which  works  buf  nr^y  in- 
ircat'cs  and  remonftranccs.  Yet  I  fpesk  not  this,  as  though  I  would 
alwayes  confidci  you  under  The  name  and  (hape  of  another  j  or  that 
I  bclicvej  if  that  ycu  fhould  quit  the  ThuWi  you  would  be  out  of  all 
imploymcn"  in  rhe  world.  The  Ititti  which  you  v  ere  pleafed  to  write 
unro  me  doth  fcfficienrlie  witncff,  that  E's^mvci  is  your  natural  en- 
dowment, and  rhac  without  borrowing  from  any,  you  can  trsffickin 
veric  good  things  of  >our  own.  Sufped  net  thm  fhat  I  fhou'd  recant 
to  your  prcju.Hice,  after  this  ntw  occalion  orcxioHing  you.  On  the 
contraric,  I  am  readic  (M  need  be)  t©  add  fometliing  ro  my  former 
teftimonie.  I  have  many  ic^fons  to  refpeft  yon,  and  I  think  I  may 
do  it  with  the  licenfc  of  our  feverefl:  Schools.  Since  that  having  re- 
form'd  the  ftagc,  and  purg'd  it  fr-  m  all  obfcenitie,  you  may  g'orje  in 

this,  that  you  have  rcconcii»d  Comaiy  with Pkufurt^  with  Vinvti. 

And  though  for  my  part  I  ftand  in  need  ct  recreations,  yet  6nce  Idc- 

fire  not  to  enjoy  but  rhofc  that  are  cleanly,  and  which  do  not  violate 

honef^ie,  I  do  (with  the  common  voice)  give  you  tlianks  for  the  care 

you  have  taken,  to  provide  fit  remcdiei,and  Awidotes  againft  mcliin- 

cholie,  and  other  untoward  paflions.  Bat  farther,   calling  to  mind 

thatyoupropofedmycontentation  fometimcs,   for  the  end  of  your 

aftion,  and  that  ycu  aimed  ofccntiHie?  at  mc  alone,  I  were  ungrateful 

if/  did  fiot  confefle  that  I  am 

;   Balzac.  I'i.Dcttm,  sir 

■  I  5  3 1.  TiWi  Szc. 
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'to  Monsieur  Le.  Guay. 

L  E  T.  XXIIL 

C*i/,  You  had  an  iatcntion  to  pet  form  an  aft  of  humilitiei  when  you 
^did  dedicate  your  Poem  to  me  \  for  to  cxpcft  protedion  from  a 
man  that  U  not  r^koncd  of  the  world,  and  light  from  a  name  fo  ob- 
Icurc  as  mine,  you  couW  nor  (fure)  forget  your  felf  in  thii  fort.  The 
feme  virtue  which  obligcth  the  ^mn  ro  acknowledge  S/tptrlors  where- 
ever  there  are  men,  hath  carried  you  to  this  depth  of  lowlinefle^  and 
you  have  chofcn  an  uohappy  man,  for  to  bcftowe  honor  upon,  that 
yoB  might  lofe  that,  which  you  would  fain  bcHiow,  I  muft  confeffe, 
that  no  man  ever  commended  his  Neighbor  moie  Chriftianlikc,  and 
doth  more  dtclinc  the  Trade  of  thofc  Mercenaries^  who  fell  their  te- 
ftimonics  and  credit  to  any,  that  have  wherewith  to  requite  ihem< 
Xhcfe  are  Hucliltm  ^iPoury  and  Rhet$TTck  *,  that  proftitute  to  tbe  firft 
commerii  even  ihofe  whom  yon  ftile  the  kindred  of  the  Gods  and . 
Daughters  of  l«^«f^  5  and  make  Pig<i/«5  a  very  hacknty  of  commen- 
dac'rou,  (as  I  may  fo  fay)  for  all  the  world.  You  have  a  heart  of  a  far 
better  mould  then  theirs-,  and  though  men  confider  not  at  they 
ought,  the  l^racei  and  elegancies  of  your  Mufc,  we  ranftnotwlth- 
ftanding  infinitelic  commend  their  noblenelTc  and  gcntrofifie.  i  can- 
felfe  for  my  part,  that  I  am  a  debtor  to  them  as  farre  ai  any,  and  that 
I  know  not  how  to  require  in  anie  mcafure,  the  favors  that  I  have  re- 
ceived from  them.  Yetnotwithftanding,  i  forbear  not  to  load  my 
Forter  with  a  prettie  groflie  bundle  -,  not  pretending  thus  to  acquit 
my  felfe,  or  th'uiking  that  1  am  herc-by  Icfle  then  before. 

Balzac.  I.  wfprii-  Sh't 


T'o  MoHfi€ur  de  Silhon,  Musqueteer  of  the  Kings  Cowpanjr  . 
Lit.  XXIV, 

OVi  Having  your  peifon  in  great  admiration,  I  cmnol  mifpriXfor 

*^undcrTilue  your  fricndfbip.   The  (lif  tokfni  whereof,  which  t 

-  have 
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have  received  io  the  Utters  thzt  you  were  pleafcd  to  write  unto 
me,  have  obligtdmc  (ofar,  that  i  confctTc  that  1  owe  youalrcadic 
that  which  you  are  plcafcd  now  ro  promUc  mcl  will  tell  you  but  this* 
that  if  Prinw/ could  bcftow  health  and  vertue,  I  ll;ould  be  a  more  fe- 
dulous  Ctftrtier  then  1  sm,  and  (LouM  ftand  in  more  need  of  your  re* 
ftimonie,  and  the  recommcr.diiticn  of  your  friend.  But  tiuiy,  in  the 
cafe  that  I  im,  my  dcfires  arc  fo  feeble,  and  my  pafiions  fo  cold  and 
languid,  that  I  could  hardly  be  ^^crlwadcd  to  take  up  a  Crofitr ,  if  I 
foBnd  it  on  the  eanh.ThfDugh  PhJlc^cpbj  doth  not  teach,  that  we  muft 
fcek  for  happincfi  our  of  the  wheeling  0  be  of  ilie  Ceurt'f  my  own  !»• 
linefs    would  ciufe  me  to  apprehend  it  as  a.  fortune,   under    whofe 
weight  I  fhould  perpctuall  e  groan,  and  not  a  place  of  any  ea'ie  •,  and 
Idolefleeftecmof  a  piaccof  Gove  nmcnc  that  might  cumber  me, 
then  a  field  of  libcrtie  that  may  folace  me.  If  yon  go  any  time  into 
^afionjf  and  do  mc  the  honor  to  take  my  houfe  in  the  way,  you  will 
verific  what  I  fay  to  you  j  and  avouch,  ihat  if  I  were  as  well  cured  of 
all  maladies  as  that  of  AmbitimJ  had  not  many  wifhts  to  commence. 
It  is  true  that  fome  companic  ( Ike  that  ciMonfieit^  your  Brother  )  it 
wanting  unto  ipe  •,  and  if  this  were  added  to  my  Htrmicaft ,  I  duf  ft 
contend  with  Jupittr  for  happincfi.  This  is  a  Ipecch  of  Epicuut  which 
StHtCM^oth  alleage,  but  which  I  do  mean  to  apply  better  then  it  was 
by  the  %/iiUbef',  iincc  bread  and  bearc  (  which  this  Phthiaphcr  made 
thetwoE/fanwtiof  foveraign  good)  are  not  fo  rare  or  fo  good,  as 
ihofe  excellent  inftruftions  and  perficd  honefticj  which  I  fhould  finde 
and  in  joy  in  the  pcrfon  of  my  friend.  I  do  charge  you  to  afinre  him, 
that  I  do  ever  honor  and  eftecm  him  infinitelic,  and  for  your  particu- 
lar, yoD  may  berteve,that  you  cannot  affeft  a  man  that  could  be  more 
fincerelie  then  I  am, 

Balzac.  I  ^.Pecem.  $ir^ 


,1 


T'o  Monfeur  De  la  Fofle. 
Let.  XXV. 


SI  fi ,  You  judge  too  ferionflie  of  my  KitrmttuSt  and  beirt  too 
high  an  opinion  of  my  Effijti'  It  is  no  RmiH  CitiifH  that  yon 
thus  refpeft,  ic  is  a  BuhifUn  difguifed.  I  have  drawn  fome  rode  line- 
aments «jid  mifbipcn  figorff,  and  yoQ  would  ailov  then  for  \dBt 

Odd  worki 
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^orks  and  cxaft  VUcti.  Your  eloqacnce  herein  doth  favor  mc,  but 
&hcrs  me  not  a  whir.  You  are  powerful  in  Language,  but  ]  am  hard 
of  perfwafion ;   and  I  have  learnt  from  a  mous  ^ntbtr,  that  to  give 
things  honorable  appellations  doth  coft  us  nothing  ;  And  I  fee  well 
thai  iUuflmui  and  Excellent  which  you  grace  me  with,do  fignifie  (ex- 
cept by  way  of  Civilltic^  but  things  vulgar  and  meane.  It  is  true  51', 
that  1  do  aoventare  fometimes  to  copy  out  good  Originals*  I  have  an 
eye  as  nauch  at  ppftiblie  I  may,  to  ancient  examples,  and  I  do  fcarcc 
feck  them  beyond  Ttrtnce  or  this  fiJe  Livy.  But  thefe  arc  but  idle 
SptculMtms  (pes  haps)  and  impotent  defires  which  leave  an  infinite 
fpaccbciween  my  abilities  and  my  IdtMS  if  it  be  (o,  as  I  fear  it  is, 
idmfiiw  tit  PrhfiC  doth  hcedfully  obferve  this  diftance,  and  pittieih 
in  his  (bul  the  vain  attempts  and  raflineffe  of  my  pen.  Yet  he  is  fo 
good  and  loving,  that  he  will  not,  I  fhould  learn  this  diftaftful  truth 
irom  him  *,  and  loves  rather  to  rcmm.end  a  fault,  then  difcover  it,  in 
a  man  that  is  dear  to  hiro.  H-  harh  written  fuch  polite  things  to  mc, 
and  in  fuch  abundance,  that  I  dare  not  fend  forth  any  replic  afrer  his 
^fwer,leaft  I  fhould  be  undone  by  fo  unequal  a  comparifon.  1  muft 
noi  attempt  this  $rcat  dcfign,  for  the  fuccefs  thereof  muft  needs  be 
unlucky,  though  1  Ihould  make  nfe  of  nAnxi'imesy  and  demands  fuc- 
coursofall  the  Lexz/^s  of  our  P>ovme*  You  fhalltell  him  then*  if 
you  pleafe,  that  I  do  acknowledge  the  advantage  his  ftile  harhover 
mine,  and  I  think  it  no  difparagcment  ihat  f  muft  ftill  owe  him  what 
1  fhall  never  be  able  to  pay  him.  You  are  kind  enough  yet  Sify  to  af- 
fure  Mfnfim  Hubtrt  the  Abbat,  and  Mttffitur  dt  U  CbtmlHr,   of  the 
conftancie  of  ny  fcivice  j  and  haw  impatient  I  im,  that  ^hc  world 
doth  not  yet  know,  in  what  regard  1  hoH  their  vcrtucs.  ic  fufficeth' 
mc  that  they  accept  and  allow  cf  my  aftc^ion  ,  and  that  they  teftific 
ituntoyouwithanod.  For  fodefiieLenrvs,  and   not  tickets  from 
them,  were  to  be  ignorant  of  the  prefent  condition  of  their  life,  and 
the  homage  thit  they  perform  to  our  Monrnth,  who  beft  defer ves  it. 
I  have  received  fome  yerfa  irom  SMoiffienr  dt  E^piff^s,  and  you  fend 
me  fomc  more  of  other  mens,  together  with  a  letter,  which  my  Ser- 
vant lelt  to  growe  ftale  upon  the  Table  in  my  Chamber.  You  will  do 
mc  the  favor  as  to  deliver  him  my  Packer,  and  readilie  take  fo  much 
pains  for  my  fake :  who  will  account  my  felf  happy  to  be  made  your 
Jgna  in  thefe  party,  and  be  able  30  cxpreffc  that  none  is  more  intirc- 
ly 
fc,2i/l4e.3.Jan.  Sff,        ^..^^-^ 
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I'o  Monfieur  de  Elpeffes  Conncellor  of  the  King  in  his 
Councel  oj  State* 

Let.  XXVI. 

^IK  y  Yoli  make  rac  OruJy)  to  linguifh,  and  it  is  more  then  four 
^monctht,  finec  I  hive  expe^cd  our  Trtnfigtion  :  I  call  it  our?,  bc- 
caufc^ou  made  it  in  my  Chamber,  and  on  my  paper  %  and  I  nolghc 
call  it  mine  too,  by  a  rule  in  the  Law,  which  doth  adjudge  the  fur- 
face  to  go  along  with  the  profunditic;  but  that  I  icmcmbred  the 
exception  of  ihc  Empero'',  whicli  he  adds  in  favout  of  cKcelient  ^riU 
%Ani»  NjbU  (ontri  videmrymtiifi'  ((ii  TjikHfam  cttitit  Pi^iura  ;  R^dicu- 
Urn  entmifl  pi£iH-tm  AptUk  vti  Pm)rb*fii  m  *cc(ffi  ^navii/jprna  f  Ma- 
rte  cedfre.  We  muft  not  urgea  msn  that  is  intent  upon  more  impor- 
tant atfjires.  Yet  when  your  ieafurefcrves,  be  p'.cafcd  to  pcrt^^ 
that  fame  TrArjiitnHy  and  try  if  onr  Imguage  can  exprcflc  Tertnce  in 
that  noblcnefs  of  ftilc,  and  the  Chara^er  of  Sdfio  and  L</jmj,  which 
the  Romsn  Hn'im  obfervc  to  be  in  it»  In  the  mean  time  S/r,  to  have 
the  more  colour  to  demand  of  ycu,  /  fend  you  here  a  fmall  gift-,  fome 
Vtrfti  which  I  received  larelic  ffom  one  of  my  f  iendi  in  £?ij^/«»rf,whc» 
doth  charge  the  Mufti  of  the  Loiv  Gtunrits  with  the  making.  You  are 
in  fomc  fort  interefled  in  it,  feeing  they  qucftion  the  credit  and  rrath 
of  an  tAhthir  who  among  you,  it  eyed  for  InMnbitMb'e  i-a*  d  fcem  to 
thwart  your  JHdgcment  of  him.  as  concerning  the  ccrtainiic  of  his 
Teftimonie.  But  (in  good  fro:h)  the  f:enmhgs  have  leafon  to  re- 
quire fucha  fcrupulou  and  punftual  truth  in  our  newes :  They  who 
are  the  moft  hbuloWihiiporUns  of  ihisagc,and  for  the  moft  part5tiuck 
away  nothing  buz  jlparypball  Rcbcionv  By  changing  the  proper 
names  only  in  their  Vcrfcx,  we  might  retort  ail  their  Sjrcifmcs  upon 
themfelves  >  we  could  fpeak  truiie  of  their  Gir^.t ,  what  they  ha?c 
falflie  written  of  o«ri',  and  tell  them  farther,  that  that  which  they 
deride  fo.ii  well  cfteemcd  all  over  by  the  moft  ingenious  t4«tUH  of 
thcwprld  •,  Itiscertain  that  rhe  fine  wirs  of  R9mi  do  admiie  the  a* 
cutenefsand  appolite  exprcfTnns  therein  *,  and  Monfuur  tht  xAbbit 
tf^r- — upon  hii  retarnfrom  /i«/f  didatfuremei  that  it  was  pro* 
nounc'cd  in  the  AiMdiMf  of  the  Humirifij^  that  each  fcdion  of  <  fie  P«/  /. 
fitn  GMX,tt  wai  worth  a  Chapter  in  Fltprus  ,  or  yjgriui^ 
Mtx'mui'  TMcy  are  iirt  as  you  know,  Fpiirttns  in  profe  :  and 
the  dcterniination  of  fo  famous  a  TtlkuntJ  ,  is  a  fuflScienc 
Countermurc  againft  che  afliBlts  of  this  new  Pam.  I  would 
delire   you  fo  impart   it    to  Monfitwf  GMMlmim ,  and  fome  other 

D  2  grjiv^ 
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graAc  faJges  of  Uthe  JcarningrThat  we  m»y  know  tht infi  of  yoor 
great  world,  and  what  we  arc  to  believe  in  the  FrovtHti*  The  dc 
fcription  of  the  BurexiU^  Adnfft^  fecms  to  me  to  have  been  drawn  up- 
on chc  plain,or  model  of  that  PxUu  which  Ovid hixh  ereded  to  Fume, 
But  you  will  make  us  upon  thi-,and  all  the  reft  moft  large  and  learned 
Obftrvacions ',  and  I  do  promife  my  felfe  to  receive  from  yoD  at  once, 
both  a  '(ra.nij^kit  and  a  CtmrnmAry,  I  am  pcrfcdiic 

Balzac  1 5, N#v,  tir 

I  6  5  5.  •      YifUY  &C 


To  the  fame. 

Let.  xxvir. 


■  R,  Sinc€  I  wro'e  my  Letter^  i?  comes  to  my  head  that  for  a  Goun- 
cer  cuffe  to  theC?*.-;^  tJ  Pirtfii'^fi  iWe  might  fend  to  the  Lorpdimtrtf* 


S 

m^n.Hifl&ria  Hi//)iir«f, andfiilit\vi?h  Gomcal  fcortenough.  Firftwe 
maft  make  ic  to  be  the  inccftnom  Oif-fpring  of^ the  Gi<iw//,  begotten 
upoa  their  own  fifter  Fsmij  for  the  high  and  mightie  lies  wherewith 
itdothabuf^thecrcdjlicieof  rhefimplcj  and  (in  truth)  ihenafural 
pride  of  th^tlhthyt  which  appearcs,  even  in  the  wandring  Bcggcr  in 
exrreameft  mircric  *,  and  thofc  Rhai^monudci  which  to  them  arc  fo 
proper  ami  ufui! ,  that  their  veric  complement^  retcinc  a  fmacik  of 
them, are  worth'cof  foilluftrion^an  E«/r45/o;i,  and  to  defccnd  in  a 
dircft  line  from  Etrc/J^^i  zndMim^,  and  'Bnii^tm.  This  premi/d 
Sir,  an^  cnricht  with  your  art,  I  would  have  this  monftrous  Ifftit  jjainc 
upon  the  belief  of  the  Iniiim  and  the  Cocifntyt  of  E«  */^,  that  the  bc; 
ginning  of  the  umvrfkl  Monarchic  promifed  to  Spm,  will  betide  juft 
the  next  year,  which  is  the  Climtflericdl  yeare  of  all  other  StiUJ  j  that 
GodJ  will  1$,  that  there  fhould  be  but  one  Mmarcfjuipon  earth ',  and 
that  the  T«p£  himfclf  for  his  better  accomodation,  doth  mean  to  re- 
ftgn  R^m  to  him,  and  exchange  it  for  the  ^uh  Bijbaprki  of  T^ktle. 
That  the  Battle  where  x.hQK:ngo(SHidenyuf[iint  wai  thclaltfi^h 
of  dying  libcrtic  *,  that  this  f  rince  was  no  fuch  thing  ai  we  took  him 
to  be,  and  for  thofc  atchievcmentsof  hi%  which  we  entettainM  with 
fuch  wonder,  nothing  was  performed  without  the  help  of  Af/^>*4.  by 
vcrtus  oncHc  of  fome  charms  and  charaders,  and  the  afTiftance  of  the 
^ttpers  of  Hell,  which  at  la(\  was  found  too  weak  againft  the  Houfc 
^f  Af$SmTbii  to  the  end;  thai  the  fccond  canfts  ind  humane  means 

might 
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might  concur  wirh  the  dcfign  of  providence,  forrjin  affiircs  do  fccm 
locomplicofthcmfclvci  cothij  great  change.    That  the   K^"g  '-' 
EngUntl  AS  not  fo  brave,bui  that  he  would  be  contented  w  be  a  Fei^d^- 
WJ  of  thef^ing  oiSfiWytxi^.  if  ic  goes  to  the  wor(t,ihit  there  will  no« 
be  wanting  feme  Gunpowder-men  to  make  him  caper  in  the  aire  with 
his  whole  Rcalme.  That  thccinderx  of  the  Hay  Luguf,  and  the  re- 
mi'mder  of  the  HugHtntt  Panic  begin  toflamca  new  in  fr^ce  by  rh« 
bcllowes  and  Li'jtlh  of  St.  Gtrmtm  i    that  ihcy  have  bargained  with 
feme fccrcc £«£i«#rj,  who  hxvc  undertaken  to  forntiG  Ssf^:/  in  one 
night*  That  Dnkt  ChifUs  muft  be  revenged  upon  Hidcy^  and  that  hz 
doch  hold  ?A'k  alrcadie  in  cxtremitie  \  that  if  thcrt  be  not  a  Spittiilh 
Garrifon  alrcadie  in  Turin  and  C^tU^  there  will  be  one,  when  ic  fhall 
feem  good  to  his  CdMiQl^iM  ji(lj^  and  when  the  Dukes  of  S&vay  and 
AUntMt  fliill  be  received  into  hii  favour.  That  he  will  have  none  of 
yeniit  or  /tmderdim,  becaufe  that  an  lUum'^naUt of  -Midnit  and  a  5>'- 
billt  of  Hiplti  hive  affurcd  him,  that  the  Set  will  one  day  fwailow  up 
thefe  two  great  Cities ',  and  the  lolfe  of  his  Spdni/trdi  that  fhould  be 
their  Gommandcrs,  would  be  a  caufe  of  great  ^ricf  urifohlm.  That 
he  had  long  fincechaftii'd  theRebeUofH>//tJ»i,  if  fomc  confiderati- 
ons  of  ftatc  had  not  hindered  him  from  it.  But  let  him  prcferve  that 
Land  of  contradiftion,  f 3r  a  fencini-fcbaoU  for  his  own  Subjcdi,  to 
keep  them  from  idletictte,  and  to  breach  them  by  continual  exercifc 
That  for  the  refti  if  the  world  will  not  b«  To  cafi lie  conquered,  he 
htch  in  his  cofl'.rs  wherewith  to  buy  it.  And  hcrjabouts,  thii  Diufb- 
ttf  of  FAmt  and  EnteUdin  her  Brother,  mult  raife  her  tone  higher>aod 
cut  bid  her  firft  figure  or  number-,  fhe  muft  wirh  one  d^fh  of  the  pen 
make  more  gold,  then  the  Sua  can  make  in  a  thonfand  years  j  flie 
n:ult  make  the  windes  labor,  and  force  the  Octtn  to  groar.  under  the 
new  Fleet,  which  accordiog  to  her  comnuraiian,  muft  arrive  evcric 
moneth  punftuallie  aiUj&fl;i2nd  Sivi/^  fiitf  mull  makcadifcoverie 
(ifnecd8be)r>f  the  third /<<(r>s,  and  findcouc  all  the  hidden  mines 
theic',  not  thofc  within  the  D^mmet  oi  Aniifh  i(lnceptcdf  and 
caufc  them  to  be  guarded  by  thofc  evil  Spirit*,  wMich  S  Aviufljn  caMi 
(  for  this  reafon  )   UcnboneiThif^icfefHm^&c.  Bt:\\o\6.   Si',  a   rude 
draught  of  a  work  which  expefts  from  you  it*  confummation  and 
perfe^ion,  which  yo  j  might  foon  finifh,f  your  poetical  fancic  fhculd 
once  feize  you.  Here  is  matter  (youfee)  foraacxccllenr  l^'ow;,  and 
nhcrewich  to  continue  ic  to  a  hundred  verfcs  and  more,  thou^li  the 
Ccwr^/ did  aft'cd  you  neerefo  little,  efpcciallie  when  you  fhall  addc 
form  and  fafhion  to  the  ftuflc  which  I  prefcnt  you  with,  who  am 

Balzac.  27.  Nov.  S/r, 

1^37*  ^''«^  &c. 

D  d  d  ?  TO 
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to  Monfieur  de  Couurelles. 
Let.  XXVIII. 

VlRy  ^  cannot  write  unto  you  but  tumultuarilic :  my  hands  and 
M  head  are  fo  ful  of  bulincffca  that  being  to  take  a  journie  to  ?Aiit ,  J 
am  bound  to  bid  farewell  to  the  C/<y£«,ihe  N.bilitie  and  the  Commons. 
It  it,  now  four  years  that  I  have  deliberated  upon  this  voyage,  and  be- 
ing at  lalircfoivtid,  I  am  like  by  your  favor  to  be  accompanied  then 
I  did  expc^,  C  omts  f4imdHi  in  viiiytStt.  I  think  I  may  give  this  at^ 
tribute  to  your  Book,  after  the  Elogy  which  you  vouchfafc  mc  there- 
in :  and  'f  I  hjd"noi  alreadie  rakcn  pan  and  declared  my  felfc  for  the 
Afchr  ci  \hi  PifftdrUnH'ftifryy  (who  i»  one  cf  my  good  Lirdsind 
friends)  I  fhould  have  entered  blindlie  into  a  new  faftion,  wiilf  h  (t$ 
it  feems/  you  do  abet  and  patronize  j  but  Sr,  yoo  will  not  rake  it  a- 
m'lTe  ihit  I  profcffc  conftancic,  and  that  this  fccond  AuthiYy  hath  not 
won  my  firft  afteftion.  This  evening  I  (hall  b?gin  to  entertain  him,and 
to  tafte  of  thofc  delicacies  whereof  you  were  pleafed  to  make  an  EjJ*/. 
Thefc  will  not  be  painted  Cares  I  am  fure,  nor  ftgunts  of  good  j  no 
nimble  juglings  and  inipoftures  praftifed  upon  the  eye  and  imagina- 
tion, as  moft  part  of  thofe  things  are  that  come  from  rh»t  Countrie. 
There  i$  no  impcfiurcrofinclic  contrived,  as  to  be  ab'c  to  cheat  (o 
cautious  a  judgement  as  your«.  And  /  will  follow  you ,  wherefoever 
you  will  pleafe  to  lead  me,  (I  mean  f\ill  to  except  matters  of  fdiih)and 
I  believe  you  will  not  be  ctlcnded  with  fuch  in  exception,  fmcc  the 
Lawcs  of  friendfh'p  will  allow  it  me,  and  fince  /  never  ccafe  to  be 
Hioft  affe&ionatclic 
^^ngoMUfmeCH:rcbB»  Sir, 

16^6,  T^(tr&c, 


to- 

Let.  XXIX. 

C/i?,  My  willingnelTe  to  relieve  afBlfted  men,  defervcs  not  the 
•^thanks  which  I  have  rcapt  thereby.  This  is  a  paffion  which  on  ^-y 
part  doth  but  produce  fruitlciTedefirei,  and  which  icannot  byyoube 

f-ici  Jna-vcf^im^tion,  but  out  of  a  fnpoUiivi  nohlcr.cf^Q  jn  ycu.  In 
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th*e  I  have  jiven  harbor  to  a  man  that  was  pcrfccutcH,  I  did  bur  that 
which  fhc  Law  of  Nations  required  of  mc,  and  what  /would  not  have 

denied  to  themiifortuncsofan— — • o\  zSpmardAiyoutz)^ 

thii  to  mifld,  and  become  my  debtor,  yon  do  aflame  the  intcrcft 
ofa'l mankind, and  acquit  the  honor  of  the  whole  world',  for  my 
fart,  /am  twice  rewarded  for  an  sft,  which  j  thought  was  fufficientiic 
rewarded  in  the  doing,  and  for  which  j  expcftcd  neither  honor  nor 
acknowledgement.  You  fee  Sir,  that  I  am  nor  privie  to  your  fetrets 
and  if  you  were  obliged  hereby,  it  wis  by  an  innocent  and  blindly 
ignorant  man.  For  the  (;«v4/jrr,touching  whom  you  aske  fomc  news-, 
/believe  that  Tie  hath  prevented  mc,  as  bc'rtg  unvrilling  that  any  o- 
ther  then  him^lf  Qiould  be  the  Hiftorun  of  his  adventures.  He  will 
(bo  qucftion)  write  unto  you,  what  ha:h  h^pncdunto  him  in  the  Kt- 

fiaay  of  the Fithtrst  and  the  notable  advantages  he  hath  gof 

rcn  ovcra  Gl^dum  of  the  long  Gow.i.  Jam  not  troubled  a  whit  that 
he  hath  got  him  fomc  credit  in  fo  good  a  place,  and  pained  the  repu- 
tation of  a  man  of  valor.  Yet,  /  moft  tell  you,  that  his  credit  is  dea- 
rer unto  me  then  my  own  inteieftj  and  that  if  he  have  not  rhc 
mind  to  difpute,  it  is  not  my  dcfirc  he  fhould  turn  fcrroy  fike.  He 
may  be  ir.y  friend  at  a  cheaper  rate  j  and  I  can  content  my  felf  with 
the  calmnefs  and  iranqaillitie  of  his  partion,  notftecdmgchatit 
(hould  break  forth  and  appear  through  noife  and  jangling.  Many  men 
(you  know)  never  do  9  good  turn,  but  that  they  may  have  occallon 
of  upbraiding.  Poverty  is  more,  tolerable  i  hen  fach  Creditors ;  and 
there  are  fome  Patrons  of  fuch  hai  fh  dirpofiticn* ,  that  I  would  chufe 
perfccution  before  their  (uccors.  Upon  our  firfk  mcerirg,  I  willdc 
clare  my  felf  more  particularly  to  you,  and  in  the  mean  while,  reft 

Paris  May  5.  Slr% 


to  my  Lord  the  Bijbop  o/Angoiilefme,  chief  Almoner  to  th 
Illujhious  Queen  of  great  Brittairi. 

Lbt.  XXX. 

Mr  lOR'D  y    I  have  feen   in   a   Utter  that   yoa  have 
written  to    (MtnftiKr —    that  my    name    ii    not 

unknown  unto  you  ,     and   rhat  I  have  fome  fhare  in  yoar  good 
Graces  i  this  is  a  favor  which  I  owe  to    your    ceuricfic  one- 
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•ry>  and  I  dire  not  believe,  that  my  mote  then  fmall  deferCf,  could 
havcacqu'ir'd  me  fuch  an  inert. mable  good  a>  that,  I  canaoe  juftlic 
enjoy  it,  if  you  would  not  admit  of  that  perfeft  devotion  and  reve- 
rence which  £  cffcr  you,  and  which  I  were  bound  to  pay  to  your  w- 
tu:^  though  I  fhould  never  reflet  upon  your  Z)^«i7  You  have  at  fi:  ft 
boa  ding,  ingagedmyobfeivincc.  Icwillbe  (my  Lord)  an  incredible 
conccntnienc  unto  me,  to  enjoy  that  happy  enter rainraent  and  dif- 
cou/fe  which  you  have  done  me  ihs  honor  to  promife  me.  And  t  ijn 
confident,  that  I  fliill  (\ill  depart  thence  a  better  man,  snd  more 
learned,  though  my  inclination  be  never  fo  untoward,  and  unapt  for 
good  purpofes,  and  my  memoi  ie  never  fo  flipperie  to  retain  ihe  im« 
p  efTion  of  fair  ^dtda.  But  I  begin  to  fear  that  your  F/iciiL  fhould  in  ihe 
mean  while  linguilh  for  you,  and  that  the  inrerefts  of  FrMCt,  will 
crofle  and  oppofe  therafelves  againft  thewilhesof  omPtovhee,  The 
f€arcfihatwasit,thit  caufed  me  to  fend  fiM£/«ai  a  Book,  which  J 
didheartiliedefirc,  J  cou'd  have  prefcnted  to  you  there,  together 
with  the  Akthcr,  He  is  one  of  the  great  VoturUi  of  that  great  Curditml 
"Firnn  your  Uncle :  He  doth  celebrate  his  memorie  without  inter* 
mifTion,  and  adores  his  learned  Reliq^ts.  He  doth  glorie  in  being  his 
ghortlic  Son  y  and  you  will  not  (I  am  fure)  make  any  difficulties  to 
avow  this  fpiritual  alliance  that  is  between  you  and  him,  being  joyned 
with  the  condition,  that  he  defires  to  live  in  all  his  lifetime  j  which  it 
?o  be 

Ea'zac  ao.Dee.  My  Lrd, 

1636.  nur&t. 


'Xo  Monfieur  Ve         ■ 
Let.  XXXI. 

CSV,  I  yr^ixt  unto  you  with  a  heart  wounded  with  forrow,  and  make 
^my  moan  to  you,  for  the  finifttr  opinion,  that  you  have  conceived 
of  me,  upon  the  fiiftevill  report  that  was  fuR«;efted  to  you  concer- 
ning me.  I  thought  J  had  given  youafufficientaflbrancecf  thi? 
fmt/>!bn'fft  and  plainneflc  of  my  foul,  that  you  fhould  not  have  fo  ea- 
fjy  doubted  of  it,  and  entertain  a  belief  fo  injurious  to  amity,  before 
you  had  communicated  your  Ka^ouHes  to  your  friends ,  and  made 
ihcm  cleare  enough.  You  know  S/r,  more  then  any  other,  that  ray 
pafliocsarer.orc'.ofeandreferved,  but  ]  carrie  my  foul  ftillinmy 
fOftfcead.  When  J  was  not  at  yet,  fo  far  your  Servant  as  now  J  am,  J 
•    '  ■  ''     "  ^       ^    .■■■-.- did 
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,41(1  not  ufc  much  tdrtifittyand  diffimatation  to  pcrfwadc  the  contra- 
rie  *  and  thence  you  might  have  deducM  an  infallible  conclufion.thac 
if  I  had  chang'd  my  inclination,  I  would  not  have  deceived  you  wiih 
new  protc(\ations  of  fidclitic.  1  do  therefore  rdigioufly  prorc(\  unto 
yoD,  that  honoring  you  with  that  zeal  at  I  do,  you  couid  not  inflid  a 
greater  piinifhment  uyon  me,  then  the  forfeiture  of  yoor  favon.  But 
moreover,  1  do  fwear  to  you  by  all  that  is  ficrtd  in  the  world,  that  I 
have  committed  nothing  that  might  deferve  fach  acrael  punirtimcnt. 
After  this  mc  thinks  you  mi^htli  confirm 'd  in  the  truth,  but  pardon 
me  if  I  tell  you,  you  fhould  have  been  fo  before  j  and  that  1  do  ex* 
trcamlie  wonder,  that  a  weak  and  grolfe  calumnie^  fhould  quite  ruine 
and  deface  in  your  thoughts,  the  good  imprefTtons ,  which  1  thought 
I  had  left  there.  I  cannot  hinder  mens  mif-conftr unions  of  me»  or 
binde  Inttrprettrs  from  doing  violence,  and  putting  my  words  upon 
the  rack,  to  make  them  dcpofe  things  which  were  far  from  my  inreo- 
cions.  Sipbiftn  make  ufe  of  a  true  propofuioi  to  infer  an  crronecnt 
coaclufion  j  and  Ptuifi^gtrs  ftill  cite  the  Law,  to  authorife  their  in- 
jufticc,  and  yet  none  wiH  tax  truth  to  be  the  caufe  of  error,  or  Law 
the  mother  of  injufticc.  I  cannot  warrant,  but  my  own  thought* 
(which  arc  found  and  innocent)  not  tiiofe  of  my  adverfaries,   which 
arc  full  ofmalice  and  rancor.  I  am  refponfible  for  the  things  that  1 
have  written^  and  readie  withall  to  maintain  them.  But  all  the  vifims 
and  fancies  of  men  are  not  in  my  power*  Everie  man  can  make  a 
nimble  and  Tub  tie  decipherer  of  another  mans  intentions.  The  fame 
pidure,  according  to  feveral  I'tgbti  and  poflnrcs,  may  have  fcveral  re' 
presentations ;  aad  often  times  there  is  a  great  diflercnce  between  i 
Text  and  the  Commentaries,  the  meaning  of  the  Author  and  the  Cri^ 
titifmes  ofGrMmmMmtu*  I  faid  that  I  knew  fme  firdngt  infvfftuHi  hu- 
mors,  und  n§  vptiyfii  to  ftffife  tnd  fwMy  fret-horn  tmn.  Therefore  I  faid, 
that  a  man,  whom  I  do  infinitelie  cfteem  and  honor  was  of  that  hu- 
mor. Loe  here  S'/'r,  Cnot  to  fay  half  of  what  I  think  of  it)  a  conclnfion 
verieunwofthicaL#t'ti«f,  and   which  is  as   far  from  common, 
as  from   my   particular   fenfe^  Jndeed     it  was  not   you ,    that 
deduced  it,  yet  you  fhould  not  have  entertain'd  it  at  fecond  handi 
and  if  it  did  not  fecm  to  you  to  be  palpably  falfe,  yet  you  might  have 
demurr'd  a  while,  and  fufpeflcd  it  j  you  have  done  your  ftlfe  wronfg 
and  me  too ,  in  conceiving  fo  bad  a  thought  of  your  own  verii  and 
my  fidelities  in  expreffing  that  you  have  fomediftruft  of  yoor  fclf, 
whoarcof  no  mean  value,   and  but   verie  little  confidence  in  fncy 
whofc  freeneiii  is  fomcthing  worth.  I  have  but  little  skill  in  ftllMCiiSf 
and  a  mean  jugler  may  fometimcs  gain  credit  with  me :  neverthc- 
lelfe,  I  fhould  never  have  been  thus  furprisM  and  deluded,  and  when 
you  have  wrote  to  me  in  a  dozen  Letters  at  Icaft,  that  you  knew  fome 

men 
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men  thativ/'4/«  perniciiHs  Bial(S,  and  maintained  Hernlc4lPr$/9fiti0nt  I 
Idid  not  yield  to  fuch  an  imagination  that  this  did  reflcd  upon  mcj 
and  when  you  fcnt  a  Lackey  into  this  Province,  I  did  not  forbear  to 
fend   you  comirendarions  by   him.  You  fee  that  I  am  ftung ,  ani 
therefore  am  fencible.  If  your  lo7c  were  not  deare  unto  me,  i  could 
well  enough  bear  your  neglcftof  me  5  and  if  my  \e4lt  to  you  were 
not  ftrong,  I  fhould  endeavor  to  folace  my  felfe,   after  your   ill  in- 
treating  of  me.  Sut  bccaufe  I  lovr,  I  would  be  requited  with  lovcjand 
I  cannot  brook  to  be  taxt  with  a  fault,  which  I  thought  did  not  de- 
fcrvc  fo  much  as  fufpition.  Sir,  I  am  upon  the  point  to  publifh  a  new 
Velum  odetterSf  where  there  be  fomc  which  I  have  written  unto  you 
and  oihsrf ,  where  I  make  mention  of  you,  as  your  virtues  did  oblige 
me  i  and  where  will  be  one  alfo,  wherein  (as  fome  would  perfwade 
you)  I  am  injurious  to  you.  How  I  pray,  can  all  thefc  agree .?  can  I 
be  both  your  friend  and  your  foe  at  once?  can  I  blowe  with  the  fame 
mouth,  both  hot  and  cold  ?  can  the  literal  fenfc  favor  you,   and  the 
allegorical  injure  you?  can  I  do  you  wr©ng,v»hen  '  mnft  needs  wrong 
my  fcIfe  ?  fhall  I  give  an  occafion  of  dlftaft    by  ambiguous  tcrmcs, 
where  I  muft  make  my  felf   ridicnlous  by  apparent  contradiftioni  f 
Thij  w«  it  Sir^  thic  was  fuggefted  to  your  credulitie  ,  and  which  you 
did  nor  rejccl  at  firft  acqi]aintance,as  I  hadreafon  to  exped  from  your 
good  difcrecion.  Thefewcre  the  falfe  furmifes  which  were  brought 
before  you,  wherein  you  found  more  femblance  of  truth,  then  in  the 
fincereprottfta lions  which  I  made  to  you.  I  cannot  conceive(know- 
iog  thit  you  have  continued  your  friendfhip  towards  me,  and  that  I 
too  have  not  loft  my  rcafin)  how  you  could  imagine,   that  I  intended 
in  a  bravery  to  difingage  you,  and  by  tbjfe  tuittvdrd  fpiriti  which  I  bui 
ifc»OM?»,Iaim'd  direitly  atyou,  and  might  notdefigne  fome  other  as 
well.  1  know  a  great  many  of  the  Gjfca«5,   and   as  there  be  fomeof 
them  very  moderate,  fo  alfo  there  be  others  that  are  not  fo.  I  knowe 
fome  of  Pfaw^»«and  Carfies,  and  I  am  not  ij^norant  of  ihcii  natural 
genclenefsj  I  knowe  fome  Spasw^-is  and  I  know  how  agiceablcis 
their  yoak  with  that  which  they  all  CtfiigM  veilncts. 

Lifily.you  may  believe  that  I  hav«  not  travelled  blindfold,  &1  had 
in  vain  convcrfed  with  men,  if  I  had  not  endeavored  to  know  them; 
and  yet  in  this  particular,  men  wouM  fain  make  all  my  acquaintance 
to  be  terminated  in  you,  and  that  I  have  pardoned  a  thoufand  Hih 
mrifli  in  the  world  (zo  whom  my  propofition  might  beapplied)for  to 
violate  you.  They  furmife,  that  having  an  aim  to  wouad  fomc  body,  I 
midechoiceofoneofmychiefeftfriends  for  mymirki  and  that! 
have  murmar'd  clofcly  and  in  dark  language,  tliac  He  U 
rtMghMKdvisltftt,   whom  I  procUina   every   where,  and  with  loud 

accent. 
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accent)  for  comf'titlji  wi(t  tndnthle,  I  will  not  cice  unto  you  mean  te« 
(Simonies,  for  ihe  contirmacion  of  this  rruih.  l  can  alUagc  My  loref, 

the  Duke  of. and  ^y  L$yd  the  Count  of  —  of  whom  is  here 

queftion  mide>Thcy  know  both  of  them,  how  far  1  am  your  Servant, 
and  with  what  fervencic  I  did  maintain  )our  honor  and  intcrcf^s  on 
a  time  when  occafion  was  prefented.  I  am  willirg  to  believe  that  your 
other  friends  might  fcrvc  you  in  fomc  ftead  infome  other  encounters^ 
but  in  ihi»  here,  all  the  whole  Company  (1  except  no  man)  waj  mute. 
There  was  not  any  there,  tut  myfclfethat  fpakc  ftrenuouflicin  youc 
behalf,  concerning  thofc  things  that  did  reflet  upon  you  j  :nd  the 
boldnclfe  of  my  afttftion  carried  me  fo  far,  that  the  Ut  ds ,  whom  I 
now  named  unto  you,  did  give  mea  publick  teftimony,  and  profef- 
fed,  ( though  with  a  liiilc  difguft  )  that  I  wjt  too  good  a  friend  to 
make  a  Couuttr  of.  I  am  therefore  fomething  agricved  at  this  tinir,to 
be  requited  thus  with  oblcquie,  where  I  thought  1  had  defcrved 
thanks  j  to  have  prefervcd  my  fidelity  inviolable  towards  you ,  and 
now  to  be  accufcd  of  trcacherie  5  to  be  the  onely  man  in  your  de- 
fence on  that  occafion,  whereof  you  have  caufe  to  boaft,  and  now  to 
be  the  orely  man  of  whom  you  complain.  I  do  not  ule  to  value  my 
fei vices  which  /perform  to  my  friend?,  and/  am  content  to  ftand  up 
for  ihemmanlullie>  without  making  unto  tbem  an  account  of  my 
prowfflfe*  Moreover  *;>,  this  berrayes  grief,  more  then  prefomption, 
and  may  be  termed  defending,  rather  then  upbraiding  \  Thele  are 
refenrmcnts  which  accompanie  innocence  thatisd^endcd  ;  and 
which  }our  facilitie  (abufed  by  the  malice  of  another)  doth  foicc 
from  my  heart  agairftny  will.  /  will  not  coRceal  it  from  you,  you 
have  made  a  f?eep  wound  in  ir,  it  makes  me  think  in  all  my  dreams  of 
the  injufticc  which /fLffcr  at  your  hand,  and  you  had  uitcrlie  loft  any 
friend,  that  had  been  leffe  firm  then  my  felfcj  by  putting  him  to  fuch 
a  hazard.  Wherefore  S/r,  for  all  the  revenge  that  I  defire 
fcr  the  irjuric  which  /  have  received,  take  it  not  amilfe,  that 
I  give  you  this  advice,  that  yon  give  Iclfc  credit  hereafter 
to  another,  and  more  to  yc  ur  fel fc  \  that  you  would  be  more  jealous 
of  thofe  opinions  that  you  have  conceived  upon  your  fiift  acquain- 
rancccfabufinelTe^nd  lefTcafitfted  totherumorsoftheCitiCjwhich 
arc  not  grounded  upon  any  fclid  foundation*  You  fhould  confidcr 
the  place  from  whence  thefe  quaint  Ncwcs  have  travelled^  weigh  the 
cjfcun.fhnces  of  the  thing,  e^tamine  by  what  fpirit  the  accufer  was  led 
thereunto :  and  not  examine  his  pcrfon  onely,  and  pifHon,  and  intc- 
rcf^s',  bur  alfo  the  defervings  of  the/ar/^accufed,  his  manner  and 
behavior  of  life,and  his  former  aftions:  fufp'-nd  your  judgement  at 
feaflwfe,  until  time  fhall  give  you  a  more  cyad  Scparticular  ioforma- 
ticn  of  bufir.cflcsi  ctheiwi:e  3  :u  fhall  never  want difquict  and  vexati- 
on., 
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on,  and  you  (hould  thus  bat  feed  upon  fufpicion  and  diftruft »  which 
arc  verie  uawholfome  viands*  Men  mull  not  fend  you  relationi  of 
whacfoever  an  uadifcrcct  friend  or  fome  rude  fturdic  fervaat,  or  fuch 

and  fuch  a  Neighbor  (hall  report  unto "they  muft  hi^t  more  care 

ofthetranquiUitieofyour  mindej  and  Hlcewifc  for  your  part,  you 
niui\  not  r«rcare  unco  the  teftimonies  of  all  the  Infirmtn^  thai  have  i 
plot  upon  your  credulitle,  and  take  pleafurc  in  the  piin  and  exercife 
waich  they  put  you  unco.  If  you  allow  an  open  gate  for  all  tales  and 
fuggef\ionstoenterin,  they  will  throng  into  your  honfe  apace,  and 
fi'^  csmitfi^a  burtl'  To  day,  they  will  inform  you  (and  pcrhapj  with 
fpjcious  colours  too)  that  your  Vtiytdais  do  divulge  your  fecrcts  » 
and  to  morrow  that  your  7>9mi{lUk*  do  rob  and  rifle  you  y  and  at  lait 
that  all  che  world  ts  your  enemy,  and  all  private  conferences,  are  but 
confpiracies  againft  you.  I  conjure  you  Sir,  for  your  own  peaoe,  noc 
to  give  fo  much  credit  to  thofe  things  which  do  no  way  concern  Re- 
ligion^  nor  toabindon  your  feU  to  thofc  Relators,  who  pretend  co 
difpel  mslincholie,  when  chey  are  fit  for  nothing  but  to  whifper  fol- 
lies inro  your  earesi  and  to  calumniate  with  a  good  grace ;  make  a 
dlfliudion  betwixc  the  fraudulent  Arts  oi?0i.fius  and  the  freedom  of 
ingenious  men  y  between  thofe  that  adore  Firtii«e,and  thofe  that  re- 
gard nothing  but  A^^rtM.  Formy  part,  I  declare  freelicunt»yoa,thac 
MM'jffiiur  the  ■  .yere  raii'd  again,  and  would  commit  his  omnipo- 
teacic  to  your  hinds,  I  (houid  not  do  thjU  co  regain  your  favor,  what 
I  do  no  ,v  pjrform  in  regard  of  our  fricndfhip.  At  Icaftwifc  I  fliould 
be  more  (ictn  and  ftabbora  (then  I  am)  in  ray  difplcafure,  and  more 
obdinicein  feeking  to  you,  and  lcf(z  folicitpus  of  the  eveat  of  nay 
fceking.  Bat  I  have  not  yet  the  skill  to  compile  with  the  times,  and 
to  be  ftill  on  Fortiiw  fide*,  J  profeffc  fuch  an  *ufiefe  honcQie  and  good- 
pcffc  that  i$  noc  of  the  prcfent  times.  J  would  take  a  pleifure  to  be  a 
Companion  of  my  friend  in  txUe,  and  be  his  fellow  prifoner,  J  would 
ronne  under  his /J«i«f  to  bear  it  off,  when  J  coald  not  help  him  to 
f^and  faft  and  fubliil.  Yonr  fortune  being  fo  well  eftablishedas  it  if, 
doch  noc  require  any  fuch  proof  and  tryal  of  fidelity.  But  it  is  cer- 
tain (hat  you  cannot  deGre  of  sieany  txperimeiUs  of  love  fo  hazardous) 
but  I  would  willjnglie  undergoe  them  with  plcafure  (or  your  fake* 
and  teftifie  unto  yoa  tkit  1  ana  (beyond  comparifon;  more  then  all 
my  Informers. 

Balzac.  7.  June  Sir, 
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to  Moftfteur  de  Serizay. 

Let.  XXXII. 

ClRy  There  is  no  way  to  bcjre  any  longer  with  the  tMinrndiy  of 
^yourfilcnce.  I  hare  fcnt  this  Mcflcsger  of  purpofc  to  make  you 
rp«ak,and  to  tell  you  ( though  Nrith  fomcdiftaftc  to  you  )  tlwt  you 
liavc  Joft  your  meraorie  •,  and  thacii  noleife  then  the  third  part  of 
your  foul.  So  that  there  remain  but  th«  hnderftAndiHi  and  the  wi//, 
wherein  I  hire  ("perhaps)  fome  nook  and  feat*  You  have  promifcd  me 
wonders,  and  performed  jul^  nothing  }  you  did  owe  me  a  viHc  Im- 
medittly  after  your  voyage  loSm^tSs  and  finec  that,  you  might  have 
gone  to  Rmt  an<i  come  back  agiin.  You  fee  here  great  cauie  of  dif- 
content',  neverthelefle  I  am  fo  facile,  that  if  you  would  but  bereave 
yourfelfcofthepleafuresof  the  Court  for  three  or  four  dayes,  I 
would  feal  you  a  general  PdrJin  for  ail  that  Is  pa()s  and  account  you  as 
honeft  a  man  as  crcr  I  did  before.  While  I  cxpeA  tbi$  rcafonable  fa* 
tisfaSion  which  you  cannot  denie  mc,  be  plcafcd  to  acquaint  m)  Lo^d 
the  Dukt  of  RochefikCMUt  that  Manfiturda  NiHtiS  it  extreamlie  troubled 
thithecannotrcccivethehonor  which  he  would  wiliinglic  pay  him 
by  comming  to  vifit  him  in  thefe  parts-  He  cxpeds  this  morning  fome 
tidings  from  0iy  Lordf  the  Duke  of  Efptnun  for  to  render  himfelf 
where  he  (liali  appoidt  bim  to6ndehJm>  and  I  look  upon  him  as 
upon  a  blefHng  wnich  I  expc^  to  lofe  everic  moment.  If  he  were 
not  preparing  to  4f«j(/e  he  would  gnifie  unto  him  his  difcontcnts 
himfelf  J  and  the  carncfl  dcfn  e  he  hath  to  make  his  Son  one  of  the  Lu- 
tfiwcriesoi  cur  Church.  Hs  findes  the  bofineffe  fo  for  advanced,  that 
there  will  be  no  great  difficnitie  to  cflfcd  the  r«(t »  anil  that  his  Ex- 
tradion  is  fo  happie,  that  a  little  cultivation  will  produce  rare  and 
excellent  fruits.  Do  roe  the  favor  as  to  deliver  to  Mtmfiwr  his  eldeft 
Son  the  Vnntgyml^iz^mtd  for  theK'ing  of  Swi/wr,  together  with  the 
Letter  which  i  wrote  the  laft  Summer  to  poor .  This  is  not  to  re- 
commend unto  him  the  memoric  of  her :  I  know  thai  fhe  isinPjiirc* 
ly  dearie  unto  him  *.  nor  to  put  him  into  any  affright  ^  for  men  of  his 
fort  do  apprehend  nothing  but  difhonor.  I  defire  only  that  he 
fhould  fee  that  my  poor  judgement  doth  fometimes  jump  with  good 
underftandings »  and  that  i  had  the  honor  to  be  his  RivtU  in  one 
'  paffion  that  ke  hath  harbored.  If  you  do  not  fend  me  by  my  Mas  the 
iDifcourfe  oi^"-'^  itrmjbid  with  UtUs  and  Commentaries « i  fhali 

have 
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hive  a  new  carafe  ofqaarrel',  and  do  not  you  think  thitl  bctalct  ray 

it\iioUmfi:HT -for thenn, thisisan 0/'«f/«  (indeed^  that  is  al- 

wayci  rcadic  to  anfwcr,   but  1  fearc  mc,   that  you  hava  not  alwaycs 
devotion  enough  to  confult  with  him.  Adieu  Sir^  I  am  abfolucelic 

Balzsc  go.  May 


To  Monp.eur  Habert,  Ahbat  o/Cemy. 
Let.  XXXIIL 


s 


f  K ,  I  believe  ihic  you  will  not  be  offended  with  a  Petition  thai, 
this  Bearer  (hil!  commence  unto  you  in  my  behalf.  Your  good- 
ncffe  carrieth  you  (o  far  ar  to  love  your  Perfccutors  j  and  you  have 
entertaiiQed  fo  favourablie  my  firft  importuaities,  that  I  ftand  hoe 
now  in  feare,  of  malting  wj»*«J/  If  you  had  given  me^  the  rcpulfcat. 
firfti  you  had  taught  mc  the  vcrfuc  of  difcrction,  and  provided  better 
for  yoor  own  quictneffe.  But  the  force  of  example  it  dangeroos'.th^ 
evil  doth  fuddcnlic  inlinuite  and  growc  familiar  ,^  and  treadj  oft  that 
way,  which  it  w«  wont  to  meafure.  So  that  I  think  that  I  have  now; 
fomc  colour  of  juftice  to  torment  you  •,  and  it  is  habitual  unto  me  tq ' 
abufc  a  thing.;  when  I  have  not  found  difficultic  enough  to  make  mc^ 
ufe  it  vach  moderation.  I  fhill  continue  S;/,  an  importisnate  Begger 
till  you  forget  tq  be  genevoas;  and  do  no  doubt  jbut  I  knowe  how  to 
nake  ufe  of  a'good  fo  diflfalive  and  beneficial,  as  in  your  Araitie-Yoii 
(hall  travel  to  day  for  the  good  of  my  cftate,bcca'urc  there  is  a  C'^n- 
cds  and  to  morrow  for  the  good  of  my  foul,  beeaufe  thert  is  a  Sirmin^ 
that  I  may  acknowledge  you  my  friend,  for  uFiy  fpiritual  aswcliai 
remporal  good,  and  that  you  may  receive  my  thanks,  both  io 
this  and  the  other  world.  Th«  which  you  arc  to  pronounce  with 
gracefulneffe  of  adion,  and  cannot  Well  be  communicated  in  wri- 
ting, hath  notwithftanding  alreadie  given  me  infinite  delight  upoij' 
paper*  I  have  never  fecn  our  htjfitfki  illuftratcd  with  fo  much  ligfet 
of  eloquence,  norXe^/iixfo  fuccesfuliie  imp!oyed  iri  the  fervice  pi 
ftifbyuox  CbrifiuH,  Mmtitte  better  feafon'd,  to  make  it  relifh  well  in 
profane  palates.  BM  in  this  pirticalar,  I  would  fain  bclefle  behold- 
ing to  you»  that  I  might  have  the  more  freedom,  and  be  able  to  affiirt 
you  Cwithoot  any  fuppofition  ofengagement,orIign  of  acknowledge- 
ment) that  I  admire  all  your  Mufci  univcrfallic,  Ml^  thf  poUttr  tnd 
the  fivirtr  ones  i  both  cbofe  thacc^n  comp«f<  Hymtus  and  Antbims, 
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indfiDgthc  praifcs  of  our  iiivwtrCbnfi:  and  tVnfc  that  can  refolve 
FroblciTf,  anddcahnCbriiiunlcirning*  1  bid  you  good  day,  and 
remain  with  all  my  foul 

Paris  a?  April  Ir, 

1  6  J  6,  Tmt  &c. 


To  Monsieur  Ve  Gaillard. 
Let.  XXXIV. 

SI  Rf  Be  of  gOod  courage  ,  and  ftarc  not  at  the  opening  cf'my 
packet,  I  doaflrureyoubeforehand,ihatiti»nocmyGiio/l^  rhac 
talks  to  you,  and  that  the  Letter  that  I  write  unto  yoj  ,  doth  not 
coHie  from  the  other  world.  The  rumor  which  wasfcatrercd  concer- 
ning my  death,  hath  not  killed  nae*,  and  1  am  yetjCfince  it  is  the  pita- 
fare  of  God^a  witnefs  of  his  works,  and  an  Jturer  of  his  power- 1  have 
ere  this,  received  the  alarm  of  the  like  newes  ',  bat  1  am  no  longer 
acduloui  to  dreams  and  prefages  -,  my  (oul  doth  not  labor  with  thofc 
pipftitr  infirmities :  And  I  do  confcnt  with  that  GmUriy  that  all  the 
vcifhes  of  enemies,  all  the  imprecations  of  Poets,  and  all  the  fajfe 
brni  15  of  F«air,  arc  not  alle  to  bringon  our  J/^jn^onehoure  the 
fooner.  There  is  a  Gentleman  in  ^Afciigntyyvho  is  chronicled  to  have 
been  flain  in  the  battle  of  rwr>  j  and  he  is  yet  rerie  wellnotwith- 
fianding,  and  reeant  to  live  long.  I  am  Sir,  of  the  fame  humor  too, 
and  confefle  to  you  that  I  do  not  much  hate  my  life,  though  I  have 
little  caufe  to  love  it.  Your  ftf</o»trj  indeed  did  not  believe  this: 
rbey  have  handled  me  as  though  1  had  been  dead  indeed,  and  have 
raagincd  withaP,  that  they  be  my  rightful  Hcyrcs  f¥  *jj>,  having 
cited  upon  the  fri\  papers  of  mine  that  they  could  meet  with.  I  am 
omething  apprehcnfive  of  this  injury,  »d  it  fhould  grieve  mc  if 
Mtmfitw  — -^  (hould  be  the  Atahtr  of  it  *,  bccaufe  I  fhould  then  en- 
dure  it  wiih  more  impatience  yet.  To  fay  truth,  if  this  be  not  to 
wonnd  and  violate  (dovf^nrighi^  the  Law  of  Nations,  it  is  (at  Icaft)  to 
deflowre  and  taint  it :  and  you  will  cocfcfTe  with  ire,  that  it  could  not 
be  plcafng  unto  me,  that  the  —  fhould  be  pubiifht  without  asking 
my  confenc  thereunto.  Had  it  been  fo,I  fhould  not  have  been  perhaps 
very  averfe,  and  /  fhould  have  defired  him  onely  to  alter  fomeihing 
for  my  fake,  and  fomcthing  for  his  own. For  though  his  underftauding 
be  palTiRg  good,  yet  you  know  well,  that  our  Grimmiflton  do  not  aU 
low  his  ftile  for  regular  Mnd  though    their  fcruples  be  U)  grom* 
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ded,  yet  they  muft  be  confiderecf.  Tfett  which  I  would  fain  havt 
changcdj  and  where  I  thought  I  hadfomefmall  intereft,  was  one 
word,  which  my  ancient  Encmie  had  alreadie  miferablie  mangled  jl 
and  which,  (not  wanting  fpiric  and  life  in  its  natural  place)  doth  re* 
fcmble  thofc  delicate  plants,  which  die  as  foon  as  they  be  tranfplant- 
cd  from  their  own  btnhi*  But  remedie  comes  now  too  tardie.  1  muft 
comfort  my  felfe  againft  this^  as  well  as  other  iniurics.  This  is  bus 
dallying  to  former  wrongs  i  and  fuch  pinches  fhould  well  bebofii 
with,  by  a  man  that  never  ufcth  to  complain  of  Tnafem  and  Ajftffl' 
HAtis.  For  yaur  faiiifadion  S/r,  Itt  it  fuffice  that  Ihaveaperfcft 
knowledge  of  your  wifdom  and  honel\ic,  and  that  I  would  truft  you 
with  my  life,  my  honor,  and  my  fortunes.  Ifihadhadfobafei 
tlmghc  as  to  fufpcft  you  in  this  dealing,  I  fliould  believe  that  i  were 
bound  to  do  penance  for  my  fufpition.  I  know  that  you  are  everi^ 
way  virtuous^  and  my  ^rm  friend,  as  I  am  verie  reallie 

Bili4C,  lo  Jam  Sir, 

1^3  4.  rmts's. 
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C I  U  ,  J  have  received  yoi^r  incomparable  Book :  in  the  which  (af-^i, 
*^£cr  a  long  and  tedious  perufal^  my  Grammtr  could  finde  no  coor! 
ftrudion,  nor  my  Loiuk  common  fenfe.  This  ii  not  the  firft  time  thai 
that  poor  l^tt  hath  ftrayed  fo.  He  hath  bern  this  long  time  ridiculous 
without  bsing  facetious,  and  hath  been  a  Iaughing>ftock  to  the  vol* 
gar,  andanobjeftofpitty  to  the  wife.  The  late  Mgnfitur — *-»^did 
ufc  to  call  him  the  greateft  enemy  that  ever  Ke4f§n  had,between  ^«/ef . 
znd 'Biy§nni'y  and  faid,  he  was  a  fool  in  two  Sciences,  and  in  four 
Languages.  NcverthelcflTc,  if  our  friend  (hall  think  him  worthie  ofv 
fome  traces  of  his  pen,  let  us  indulge  him  that  exercife,  with  this  pr§^  c 
wfat^  that  he  be  not  violent,  and  that  he  put  not  himfclfc  to  a  heat ;  ' 
that  (if  it  pleafc  him)  he  do  not  deal  fcrioufly  with  him,  or  arm  him- 
felfe  at  all  points,  againft  aa  Advtrfkrji  that  defervei  aot  any  encoon*^ 
tcr  but  with  pins.  As  for  the  you  wrong  your  felfe,  ror  to  mir-  > 

truft  the  moderation  of  my  fpirii.  In  the  eftate  that  I  have  ordertd 
and  fcclcd  it  in^  ( hivf  IcQc  palTion  (hep  the  fQng  of  the  Stthki  ^  and  I 

muft 
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mufl  be  excited  for  eight  dayes  togctiicr,  to  the  crueltie  of  hearing 
any  man  whatfoever,  for  one  half  an  houre-  It  is  not  my  intention  to 

Wfirc  igiind OHii'JttU'^ buctodifcnurrcwiih  him  ^  and  I  have 

not  fo  Ittje  wit,  but  that  I  can  diftinguilh  his  perfon  from  his  caufc» 
Hi  hath  obliged  me  with  fo  good  grace,  and  fpokcn  of  me  in  fuch 
high  language  and  fumptuous  terms,  that  I  cannot  doubt  of  his  rc- 
fpeft,or  his  affcdion  towards  mei  And  he  fhill  lil<cw.fe  fee  myrc- 
fentmcnt  of  if,  through  the  whole  file  of  my  difcoarfc  j  wherein  f  am 
rcfolved  to  temper  my  fclf  fo  difcrcetlie,  that  if  I  perfwade  him  not 
to  my  opinion,  I  fliall  not  Bial<e  my  projceedings  odiou»  j  and  if  I  do 
not  red  fatisficd  with  what  he  faiihi  I  fhrill  contndid  him  but  ob- 
liquely, and  wii  ha  kind  of  iBf4/Ji',  which  (hall  not  bediftaftfulunto 
him.  This  will  be  (pcthapi)  the  firft  example  of  modeftic,  that  hath 
been  heard  of  among  the  difputants  of  this  age  *,  and  we  will  demon- 
ftratefoihofeofthatfide,  who  talk  outragiouflie  in  VrobUmt  of 
fmall  importance  >  that  the  altercations  of  heneft  men  are  without 
choler,and  that  generous  encmic*  live  better  together  then  malicioDi 
Burghen.  For  the  reft  Si/",  I  defireyou  to  continue  the  pains  that  you 
have  begun,  and  to  fend  me  wherewith,  ]  may  foriific  all  the -^^- 
;)r#/cl>«  that  are  liable  to  afliult  and  batrcrie.  I  fball  feare  nothingi 
being  ftrengihned  with  fo  powerful  fuccors ',  and  you  will  juftifie  my 
caufeif  icbcgoodjOr  give  it  a  colour  of  juftire,  if  it  be  not  fo.  See 
what  an  enterprife  it  was  in  you  to  love  me ;  You  could  nevtr  have 
conceived  a  more  pernicious  defign  for  your  felfe.  it  will  repent  yoii 
more  then  once,  aad  you  will  renoun^  at  any  time  (  I  am  fure)  ih« 
fory  purchafe  which  you  have  made  in  the  acquaintance  of  a  trouble* 
fomc  man.  Never  the  IclTe,  he  is  one  that  is  mof\  affedionar^lie 

Balzac.20.  March.  Sir,  ■ 

1^34.  Tout  0*t^ 


to  Madam  Derfoges. 
Let.  XXXVI. 

MAddtn^  It  ii  now  three  moneths  that  I  have  cxpt&td  Hinfeuf 
tit  tAmvUdy  that  I  might  be  informed  of  the  ftate  of  yoor 
health:  Bmbavinglatelieaodcrftood  that  it  it  not  fo  CHrrantasI 
coM  with  it,  and  mine  being  not  fo  firm,  that  i  could  adventure  up- 
on tiournie,  I  hive  dt(p»tched  one  towards  yoo  to  learn  ihctrotfe 

let  thereof. 
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Acreof.  It  will  be  an  incredible  eale  to  my  fnind,  if  I  finde  thtl  it  Wa« 
bii  afalfe^^Iirm,  or  ihityoui  fjckncffr  dy  ti.-..  .imcbcovcrptft-  I 
d  hope  for  one  of  the  two|M<^/««i,)  becaufe  I  do  pajfionaicly  dcfirc 
it,  but  1  befccch  you  to  be 'n  ve  that  it  is  long  of  my  crazie  body  that 
1  am  no  fooner  cleared  of  my  fear,  and  rid  of  (he  pain  you  poc  me  tq^ 
and  fhat  you  do  nor  fee  rre  in  pcrfon  inftead  of  the  Mfffinger  that  I 
hive  fcnr.  He  hith  in  charge  to  prcfcnt  you  with  my  fine  Cutsor 
fmali  Ingravciy,  which  I  have  newly  received  from  Pms  \  I  thought 
meet  to  lend  you  this  dumb  vifit,  that  it  might  not  oblige  yon  to  any 
complement  that  might  pot  you  to  rroublcy  you  do  leceive  (indeed) 
more  troublefom  ones,  Sometimes  *,  And  if  thefullcnnefsof  my 
coufltenance  be  an  ohjcft  of  bad  prefage,  you  will  confeffc  that  tht 
perpetual  file  nee  that  doth  accompany  ir,  is  a  great  Commodity :  ac 
leaftwifc  it  can  never  be  oftcnfive  lo  you,  fince  it  leaves  you  ftill  at 
quiet,  and  demanding  no  ceremony  f  I  omyou^  it  muft  perplex  you, 
leffe  then  the  dntiqmties  and  OngmAhoi La  tMnrthe,  and  Limmfiu 
Finally  Mfdme,  it  lycth  in  you  toprefcrvc  your  bounties  for  me,aiid 
maintain  me  in  my  pofieflion.  1  koow  that  Aijnfitur  de  AUeh  of  in-^ 
finite  value,  and  I  believe  I  cannot  loofe  htm,  fince  it  was  you  that 
j?ave  him  me  *,  you  have  too  good  a  hand  to  do  any  thing  thae 
fhould  not  Ui\y  and  there  is  no  accident  that  can  menace  and  fhake 
that  fficcdfhip,  whereof  vertuc  is  the  ciufc,  and  you  the  Mtdutrix*  I 
e(\cem  that  of  this  rare  Pfrfontf^t  as  a  treafure,  and  I  would  be  well 
pleafed,  that  he  (V.culd  know  by  your  means,  that  I  admire  the  elo- 
quence of  his  DvgniMtieil  and  peaceable  Divinity,  though  1  do  not 
lubfcribc  unto  the  Doftrine  of  his  poUmM  miiingf,  I  mo^  humbly 
kiffe  your  hand,  and  remain 

24/<;^«£  i^«Jan.  Sir, 

16^  J.  Tiwr^&t. 


toMonfteurVQ 


Let.  XXXVII. 


SI  R ,  Take  piity  on  a  mm  that  hath  nOt  the  Icafurc  to  hve,  that 
is  alwayei  bufie  and  alwayes  fickly,  whom  a  thoufand  gnefi  feizc 
upon  in  his  Chamber ,  and  a  thoufind  pcifecutions  throngopon 

frorn  without.  Monfitttrde knowcs  itwellthat  I  aw  Bodiflem. 

bier,  and  will  teltifie  unto  you  (I  affurc  my  felfj  that  In  the  ftatc  that 
J  am  in,  I  can  but  admire  thofc  letters ,  to  the  which  I  mould  frame. 
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an  anfvver.  I  avow  unto  you  Sir^  that  it  coft  mefoiiic  pains  to  dcci" 
phcr  thcnv-^ut  yet  1  do   not  complain  of  my  travel,  which  found 
moft  happy  focccfi.  I  have  difcovered  infinite  rariric.  under  the  rid- 
dies  of  your  Uribtt  and  I  did  not  miftake  the  gracci,  though  He  had 
bcgrimmed  them  all  over.  I  fend  ihcm  backto)ou,  {in<:e  Ic  is^our 
rcqneft,and  yet  notwirhftanding  I  ccafc  not  to  detain  ihtm-,  my  mc* 
inory  is  not  fo  unfaithful,  but  it  preferres  the  better  part  of  your  fair 
iompipiUnSy  as  well  as  of  your  excellent  converfation.  /t    is  certain 
that  this  gave  me  fome  gufts  and  appetites  which  I  never  had,  before 
you  came  hither.  I  am  not  good  Sir^  but  by  your  goodnefs  ^   and  if  t 
have  any  degree  of  holy  heatin  me ,  it  \i  neither  proper  nor  natural 
onto   me,   I    have  it   from  your  communici^on.    You   are  ac 
thii    day    one    of    thofc    Muthirs    whom    I    cite   f^ill   with  si 
grace     and    an    Emphifis  :    I  do    arm    my    fcif   with    your 
reafons  againft  the  enemies  of  truth,  and  you  are  all  my  Frtntb  'Divi-^ 
mJty.  What  a  harvcft  m'ght  be  reapt  (think  you)  of  devout  meditati- 
onf,and  fpiritual  Tieati^es  frrm  Icflfc  feed  then  are  yom 'Dfctkrfes  and 
Letter*?  A  man  hnight  extra^  from  them  ntorcfapand  juice  then 
from  Winy  JI^Hitirgirfiiintlt  Sermons  of  Spumfh  Fsfiil/ns;  and  were 
ihey  but  a  little  amplified,  they  mitht  fcrvc  tor  compleat  jipt'ogies  of 
Chrifiitn  t)o^rine,  and  folid  refutations  cf  unfoBnd  Pbilofophie.  Your 
acquaintance   then   is  no  fmall  put  chafe,  and  /  owe  you  more  then 
vulgar  thanks  for  it.  Bur  ftnce  you  dcfire  none  other  bur  my  tilifcMti^ 
on  I  inf^ead  of  minting  faftidious  complements  for  you,  I  wiil  labor 
to  put  your  wholfoiiie   counfeis  to  pradife.  I  ^ilJ  become  a  gdod 
man  if  I  can,  that  you  may  be  celebrated  in  my  works,bein(  not  coq- 
tcntcd  with  words.  The  curing  of  a  difeafedcth  fuf&cicncly  proclaim 
the  fovtUfgntj/oi  the  remedy  i  and  ii  is  i  far  better  way  co  magnifie 
your  ftile  by  performing  anions  of  vertuc ,  which  ic  doth  propofe  as 
itscnd,  then  to  cry  out  £iif  eat  tvcry  period.  There  is  no  hopes  to 
go  beyond  this  Kemembcr  me  if  you  pleafc  in  your  Swifita »  that 
is, love  me  e£FcAualIy,  after  your  way,  fince  /  am  afccr  mincj  and 
that  very  fincercly 

M^«c.}o.Dcccmb;  t  ^^* 


Eee  a  ^^  fl 
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t6  The  Letters  of  Monficur 


'Xo  Monfjeur  GirdLvd^   Official  of  the  Church  of 
Angoulcfme. 

Let.  XXXVIII. 

C/ 1? ,  Your  favors  hsvc  cxhauftcd  my  thinks,  I  cannot  chufc  but 
*^acquiiot  you,that  I  do  rcpoffcffc  my  old  pieces  again,and  that  your 
]ove  i»  ftill  ingenious  in  obliging  thofc  whom  you  a^c^.  I  doubt  not 

but  that  the  courtctfcs  that  I  have  received  from  Mbnfituf  de arc 

iht  tffcdj  of  your  icftimonics  of  mc  •,  and  I  muft  afcribcall  the  con- 
icatment  that  1  have  received  thereby  to  your  preparation  and  *m- 
duAion.  There  is  no  fubjtft  fo  vile  and  mean  but  gains  price  by  your 
"  tftimatioB.  You  have  found  the  trick  or  fccret  to  make  objcfts  fwcll 
beyond  their  proportion  nd  infithum  y  and  to  JlMmp  a  man  l//«/?>t**i, 
though  of  a  very  abjeft  condition.  I  came  lo  know  him  by  the  dvilf' 

ites  of •,  which  are  far  different:  from  ihs bnv/idoes  of •.  Are 

not  thefe  the  moft  tyranical  fpiriis  in  the  world  ?  that  fhould  fay  that 
1  could  hinder,  that  any  Bookt  fhould  be  written  or  publllhcd,  at  a 
hundred  leagues  diHancc  ?  that  is,  thit  1  fhould  maintain  an  Agtni  in 
all  the  Printinghoufes  ofFuncfy  that  fhoiild  prevent  the  publication 
cl*/iHtiphiU}\ts,  Thefe  tMtJftmrs  that  have  handled  mc  in  fuch  a 
fort,  that  fire  and  poyfon  would  fecm  to  an  UhUmh  too  gentle  tortures 
to  revenge  their  cruel:ie,are  at  this  time,  cftended  (forfooih  )  that  I 
fhould  be  furnifhed  with  fo  much  as  a  Suckler,  and  ihac  /  Ihoiild  be 
offered  a  Sanftuirie .  They  demand  a  reafon  of  me  why  a  man,  whom 
I  never  knew,  fhould  take  compaffionon  Irmoceiitt  oppicf^,and  could 
not  egdure  the  noife  and  infolcncc  of  their  falfe  triumphs ,  which  I 
ftiould  not  do  neither,  deur  fritnd,  if  I  would  give  vent  and  libertic 
to  my  grief,  and  that  nature  fuffcred  not  in  the  fuppreffion  of  fo  juft 
complaint.  And  yet  I  mnfl  continue  to  do  her  vioIcnce9  and  deferve 
the  ip^rohttion  oi  M§nfi(ur  OUT  PreUte.  l  beg  from  you  his  good  fa- 
voti^  and  dcfirc  you  both  to  believe  that  I  am  affcdionacclie 

Ii/t<c«  lo.  March.  Sir, 
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Xo  the  fa7?ie  » 
Lrt.  XXXIX. 

IS,  Ill's  not  your  will  that  I  folliclrc,  but  your  Mmoy.  For  a- 
midft  the  prefic  of  bufincflc  of  the  whole  P/*vwr,  which  yr  u  do 
willinglic  take  the  charge  of,  miiie  happilic  may  flip  out  of  your  mc- 
morie  withour  your  fault*  The  importance  is.  to  ctmmeDce  it  with  an 
opinion  that  it  is  fcafible,  and  with  a  rcfoluiion  to  Carrie ',  for  if  rea- 
Ton  be  urged  timorounic,  and  if  a  man  do  not  dcfccnd  fircight  from 

generalities  to  particulars,  a  thoufand  journ  es  unto  the will 

not  be  worth  one  j  and  we  fliould  but  take  n^uch  pains  to  little  pur- 
pofc.  Mnfieur  dt fhall  pardon  mc,  if  I  do  not  finde  ray  fcUc  ci- 
ther bardlie,  or  ftrong  enough  to  undertake  the  work  which  he  hath 
done  me  the  honor  to  dcfign  me  for  j  and  for  fuch  a  taske,   a  more 
peaceable  and  happy  ritrott  and  a  more  pradis'd    and   expert  quiU 
then  mine,  are  requifitc.  I  have  lifcd  my  hand  and  minde  to  write 
but  toycs,  and  things  unncctiiatic.  For  the  future,  I  purpcfe  not  to 
write  any  works  of  fuptrtrogtuony  but  what  the  Chunh  prcfcribcs,  and 
God  doth  reckon  as  meiUorieki.ltm  extreaml  e  troubled  izmyCtufinM 
mifchance,  and  the  burning  of  his  Stnoy  He  cannot  chufc  but  be  vc- 
rle  fenfiblcof  this  loffc,  fince  it  was  the  chiefcft  part  of  his  wealth, and 
thereby  faw  the //wi  of  his  brain  prrifh  before  his  face,  without  bc« 
ing  able  toredrclfe  it.  This  muft  be  his  comfort,  that  he  is  young  and 
lato'iou?,  and  that  foirtHne  cannot  ravifh  frcm  hm  thofe  true  Gadt 
whichhc  IS  Maimer  of.  The  loflc  of  a  yclTcl  is  not  valued,  if  the  ?i.'ot 
be  fared-,  and Capums  have  btcn  fccn  to  triumph  after  the  lofTc  of  ma- 
I  y  Ajmtef.  Mifir&nudfc*  Imperntor  invtnn  exercitum  Oar  Aivoutt 
it  more  cruel  ihcn  the  warre,  and  more  feverc  then  juftice  :  He  hath 

fliin  in  his  Letters  my  Urd  the  M*>P}mI  of and  my  Lord  tkc  Dulfg 

of- ,whoare  yet  alive  to  pardon  him.  Tell  him  (ifyoupleafe| 

that  he  do  not  traffick  any  mere  in  fuch  ntwjs,  for  he  will  be  recko- 
ned among  the  fabulous  Autk§rs  elfc,  and  men  will  take  me  for  bad 
intelligence.  /  know  well  that  he  is  not  furet-c  for  the  ntwes  that  t!ie« 
abroad,  but  he  is  anfwerablc  for  the  alTevcration  whcrew ith  he  doifi 
recommend  them  unto  me*,  and  he  muft  talk  of  fomcihing  that  is  nor 
kncwo,  or  sit  lca(\wifc  with  the  cautiou*  forna  cf  the  V9!ti,  whcti  they 

Eccj  fay;, 


4?  '^he  Letters  ofMonfttur 

fay,  ut  f^tni  td,  vt  ptrbibtHtyficrtdtrt  dignum  t(i,  ^  bid  you'good  crcn, 
tnd  remain  per  fed  lie 

B.lzic.^.Ftb.  5/V, 

i5j    .  Yowr  &e* 


to  the  fame — ■ 

Let.  XL. 

YOBr  friend  dotk  not  well  to  take  the  Alarm,  (ince  it  is  not  I  that 
gave  it  him.  /  was  never  ufed  to  promife  but  with  an  intention 
to  v^f form ',  and  thofe  ihat  have  foveraign  power  over  me,  have  not 
power   enough  to  make  me  falfi fie  my  word.  As  for  thofe  idle  con- 
templitort  thar  talk  according  to  their  fancy, concerning  theoccafioq 
of  my  Voy^ie  \  I  do  not  think  it  any  part  of  their  office  to  render  an 
account  of  my  anions  *,  I  ever  thought  that  the  liberty  of  going  and 
coming  was  tolerated,  as  lawful  in  this  I^^nitlom  •,  and  when  a  man 
departed  out  of  P/tr/i,  he  was  not  bound  to  publifh  ^Miniftfit,  to 
make  it  ktiown  to  all  the  werld.  It  is  not  without  reafen  thit  sktnfiewr 
it  Silhon  doth  much  cftecm  the  eloquence  of  M^ffms^  The  late  dionf' 
tnr  Sciligtry  who  was  none  of  the  beft  friend)  the  Jefidtes  had,  did  fo 
befo.  e  him  ^  and  fee  here  one  trace  of  his  pen  concerning  it ,  in  one 
of  his  Letters.  H  ffteiit  ilie  iuif^uU  efi,  vir  tltqtantijjtmm  eft,  tmbitu[^ 
umm mMgh qnnm cuflgsu^efteundU.  He  commends   him   (you  fee) 
though  not  without  exception,  yet  in  my  judgement  without  envy  ; 
jiacc  in  tbb  particular  the  moft  InttUiitnt  of  the  Stcittjt  concur  with 
him  in  the  farne  opinion,  and  namely  the  Hiiitritgrtphtr  of  the  Low- 
country  W2!f  res,  who  in  his  'DiihgucSy  fpeak^  of  him  thus  *,  though  it 
be  in  the  pcrfon  of  another  •.  CMiratui  fum  fkrm  tf*  nmtra  OrAthms* 
nixl  Uiportm  mihi  vidtri  ji^n  hujtts  £vi,  ftd  e  vtttri  iUo  Ordine  & 
ijijitm  FatricioHiftoricorum.   I^ibil  ufpum  murium ntiUdumq^  un* 
c'tTtHMpitft^aq',  ftmnh ',  nifi  foni  tq  ptccgt,  quo  i  mhilpttfit,  wm  t^  m» 
gtiium  Scriproris  ovmrn  appafet  Imerdum,  &  d'lQh  videtitr  $xquifiif  d4 
IwumttumqsfimUimtiHUtmecrtkiofulHm.,  ^unre  m§nm  ut  orMt'mii 
CHhuram  (tepiui  i  bniiuff\  diffimukrtt^  nee  vtrbM  iu  trayant  quMftom* 
pttmtnu  numtYOYHm.  I  am  yet  in  the  fame  f^ate,  that  you  left  mc  in  at 
parting,  but  that  I  have  ftill  the  fame  raaladyj  though   BDt  the  fame 
confolation.  My  Ague  vifus  me  every  nighfj  though  (indeed)  not  in 
the  fame  pDrap  and  ceremony  as  it  ufcd,  wh«n  its  MCffftt  were  regu- 
Ut.  But  J'cr,  it  doth  ftill  handle  mcjud^^^ly,  and  I  doipucb  fear  the 
'"^    ■"'     .    '  •  •    " ■'  "  ■     ' con* 


1 
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confequencc  of  thif  cuftom.  Gome  Str^  and  exorcixe  this  tv'U  fpirit    ' 
out  of  my  body,  by  the  iqfufion  of  feme  mirth  into  my  mindc,  and     j 
think  not  that  /can  receive  any  true  joy,  being  fo  Ut  diftanc  Uoiv,     ' 
you.  I  am 
Ballu.  7.  April  Sir, 


7i  tkcfame- 


L  E  T.  XLI. 

C/K,  Since  it  II  impoflible  towithftandU,  I  have ftnt  you  rke 
•^Letter,  that  you  defired  to  lee  Bar  you  (hall  read  it  (if  yon  plcafc) 
to  your  own  carsonely,  that  it  may  not  awake  Envit  And  that  fome 
tbiini  cbui  do  not  o?cr-hear  you  Loe  hercwiihall,  the  three  Unc$  of 
C0dtnilBintiv$lio*i  Lcttei ,  which  you  did  fo  often  demand  of  me, 
and  which  lean  no  longer  deny  you  without  incivility.  ©/  .v.uvy§ 
frti§y.S*^»\irtirnt'ury&c.  i  tlo  ig*in  iutrat  joh  to  think  CHir^fitnf 
Balxac  in  my  mmi,  tnd  by  tht  Jtmt  tppcrtunit^  t§  m*kt  him  m  ^»ple  re- 
ftimony  ofmygrm  nfftaign  ttwtrdj  hit  dtferti  •,  imd  ttU  hm  this  withiff, 
tb€t  no  fin  dub  m§r9  difiowrtige  me  thtn  his,  for  /  /« ttowtll  how  ftrre  ic 
tl§tb[urp0ff€mint,  I  mufk  confefi  that  in  this  particular,  to  dome 
grace  he  hath  been  onjiift  to  himfelfe,  and  that  the  fame  motion  of 
humility  thai  prompts  P/tnces  of  his  lank  and  parentage  to  wafh  poor 
mem  feel,  hath  moved  him  to  ufe  me  fo  refpcAivcly.  Neither  do  I 
pretend  to  take  a  pride  in  it  j  but  yet  I  think,  it  will  not  be  denied, 
but  that  1  may  derive  feme  comfort  from  it.  And  (indeed)  it  fccmt 
that  the  goodncfs  of  this  bra  vc  f^crtbyy  would  needi  make  me  amends 
for  the  malice  of  my  Adverfaries.  Thefc  few  lines  do  weigh  down  the 
[wtUini  Volums  ot  my  Opptntmt,  and  1  fhall  u(c  no  other  refutation 
of  ail  that  hath  ,  or  (hall  be  wiitcen  againf\  me>  For  the  present  Sir, 
I  am  not  of  that  mans  opinion  who  cemures  that  pafTage.Lj  ttrgre  mtre 
gits  tfitUs'ythc  Pott  that  fo  f^ilcs  the  night,  is  not  fo  bold  and  rafh  as  the 
Gmmmainan  fuppofcth,  that  reprehends  him.  And  if  this  be  as  he 
laich,  a  Gtfionrfmty  TibotiHi  was  a  Gn/con  when  he  faidf 

Ludittyjam  N»x  jangit  t^uis:  (urrurrqm  feqiimiur 
MitrisUifivtyderafnlvgchoro.  The  Night  there  iimikcro^  i{\% 
ftarres  •,  as  in  another  t'ott  the  Hutft  of  thtr». 

Nox  ^  nunoff.m  j\rvt  nutnx  fjdcrhm. 
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Our  AfiM  writes  to  mc  oft  cnouj|h,  but  he  puts  mc  to  hmaftir  in  all 
his  Letters-,  and  doih  ever  promifc  what  he  never  performs.  Nevcr- 
thelcirc  I  do  believe,  that  He  will  certific  roe  by  the  firft  To(it  teach* 
fng  the  event  of  that  biyfineflTe  which  makes  ycu  foanKious,  and  I 
will  not  fail  to  f mpart  unto  you  the  ncwcs,  as  foon  as  ever  the  CArr'm 
bringeth  chem,  ^  am 

Palzac  xo.  ]aly  9vr 

16  5  2.  Y$w&c* 


7(9  Madamoifell  de  Campagnole. 
Let.  XLII. 

Mr  eltsfi  Siece ,  You  did  not  wtll,  that  you  did  not  keep  that 
floury  CbMpltt,  which  I  had  the  favor  to  receive  fronii  your 
l€CHt} ',  the  winter  vi^ould  not  have  budded  but  for  you,  and  by  con- 
fcqucncc  you  (hou'd  have  better  valued  this  favcr,  and  managed  your 
Ki{cs  more  fparinglie.  They  fhould  have  been  beftowed  about  your 
timpUi,  for  an  honor  to  its  pregnancie,  and  not  have  been  bellowed 
on  an  Htrmit :  for  this  were  to  hide  a  mifdcle.  ]  fee  well  your  drift 
herein,  you  would  needs  bie  liberal  in  a  time  of  fcarcitic  ;  and  lofc 
your  own  light,  that  you  might  pleafc  my  pafllon  with  fomcthing  j 
which  isfomuchaffc^ed  with  true  and  U-Oih  fl^wn:  which  ]  do 
term  fo,  becaufe  the  other,  which  men  do  fo  much  cftcem,  having  not 
iny  odour  which  animates  arc  in  my  judgrmrnt  biit  fair  Pt^iurtSf  or 
fpecious  C<yi|[«JJ!'i.  But  j  bcfecch  you  to  refolvc  mc  one  fcruple  that 
doth  trouble  mc  i  andearcraeofmyperplexitie.  Tell  me,  wa<  this 
beciufc  there  be  Come  alreadicj  or  becaufe  there  be  fome  yet  left?  arc 
thefe  r'cmaindeff,  or  fore- runners  ?  wis  ii  the  laft  fpring  that  was 
tarrfic,  or  the  ntw  that  is  haf^ic  and  foiwaKd  ?  loe  here  a  Problem 
uorthic  to  be  difculTed  by  the  VhVofophtn  of  your  Stxe^  and  it 
would  not  be  amiffe  to  propofe  it  to  tier  whom  you  fpeak  of,  for  to 
fiave  her  refolution.  I  profclle,  that  if  fhe  be  vcric  e Jtr/>fr/,  fhcisa  ve- 
ricdifiemblcr,  for  I  could  never  dtfcoverher  to  this  hourc.  She  hath 
fuch  a  heavie  dull  apprehenfion,  that  a  man  had  need  inrerprei  twice 
or  thrice  over  what  ever  he  fpeaks  to  her*  It  were  caller  tbconvcifc 
wl^ha  deaf  woman,  and  I  would  chufc  rather  to  make  myfelf  ondcr- 

Eood  by  a  C^rneti  then  to  be  my  own  lawp-reter.  Yel  if  this  f\upiditie 
cwirhont  malice,  it  is  more  tolerable  then  malicious  cunning.  God 
permits  himftifc  to  be  intrcated,  ffomctimes)  by  a  fimjlc  thumping 


^1 
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of  the  brcaft,  and  often  icjcds  eloquent  and  loud  prayeri.  It  is  a  mi- 
fcrablelighr,  that  whofe  gloricand  luftrc  flowes  from  vice  ondle,  and 
yet  is  not  citcRfifc  to  great  n\tn.A gctdBtafi  u  cfmoit  vf§)tb  then  «  bad 
AnitL  Thisi.  theupfhotofall  {my  dun  Situ)  that  you  muft  Jay  a 
fcundaticn  of  bountie,  upon  which  it  ii  allowed  you  to  raife  a 
Strttdkre  of  other  vertues,  that  are  more  high,  and  nnorc  gloriom.You 
did  noc  itand  in  need  of  this  lcffon>  but  I  would  needs  til)  np  my  pa- 
per,  before  1  would  put  a  period,  and  tell  you  fhat  I  am 

Bal^c.  i$.Dec. 

1^37.  rtf***,  &c. 


To  Monfieur  the  Ahhat  o/Rois-Robert. 

i 

Lit.  XLIII. 

C/  K  ,  The  world  is  full  of  darftardlic  friendf,  but  yon  are  none  of 
y  this  world.  You  can  love  <<4riy{/;  and  refolutdie  ,  and  I  feeihac 
my  injuries  are  (commonlie)  more  apprehended  by  you,  then  by  my 
felfe;  ncvcrthelcffc  1  am  much  vexed  with  the  language  which  you 

received  from  Miffimn  the . •  Thefc  arc  men  that  do  underftand 

too  well  the  points  of  honor,  for  to  give  me  any  fatiifaftion  *,  and  for 
my  parr,  1  carrie  fo  much  goodneflc  about  me, as  to  demand  nothing 
from  them  but  my  life.  I  never  believed  that  their  Suferw  had  pro- 
mifed  me  nothing.  If  he  hath  left  them  no  other  debts  to  pay  but 
this,  they  have  gieat  caufe  to  commend  him  for  his  good  providence 
and  thrift.  In  the  mean  while,  I  cannot  diflemble  my  forrow  to  you 
for  his  death,  nor  forget  to  tell  you,  that  in  all  his  ill  carriages  to- 
wards me,  he  hath  never  done  me  a  greater  affront  then  this,  (§  ciit.li 
I  had  fome  particular  Revelation  concerning  (t,  or  if  he  had  adver- 
lifed  me  thereof  by  the  Spirit  of  Prgphtcity  which  is  fpoken  of  in  hii 
EUgjf  he  fViouId  have  feen  his  prating  long  fince  condemned,  anc( 
fliould  not  have  carried  awjy  into  the  other  world,  that  great  opini- 
on of  fufficicncie,  which  his  fraternitie  did  fooiJi  him  with.  For  the 
other  extravagant  Oodor,  which  you  mention,  it  would  noc  be  accep- 
table to  God  Almightie,  that  I  fhould  undertake  his  reformation  ,  it. 
were  needful  to  create  him  anew,  for  to  amend  him. /t  were  no 
nncan  enterprifc  but  to  examine  bis  book,  and  to  make  alrr«M7  of  all 
the  abfurd  things  therein  contained.  I  would  chufc  as  foon  to  be 
condemned  to  be  a  Stittftitr  for  the  (\rcets  of  F^riij  and  to  carrie  a* 

vnay 
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wjy  all  the  dirt  out  of  that  little  wirW.  His  impertincnciM  ire  infi- 
nite, and  would  pnzzic  a  better  ^ritbmeMUn  then  /  am  to  cilcolaic 
chemj  and  he  thit  would  go  about  to  count  them, 

€Mttr}i  MHitrA  in  furmbrifi  dtfin  &t. 

Will  count  the  Treci  on  top  of  fhidy  HAfpttmint 

AfFoon ;  or  waro,  when  windeido  chafe  the  curling  5Briw. 

If  this  Bearer  fhall  ftind  in  need  of  recommendation  to  the  CoMCiit 
1  doubt  nor,  but  knowing  his  name,  and  what  a  (hare  I  bear  in  his 
rntereftjj  you  will  efteftually  affift  him  for  love  of  me,  who  ana  more 
then  any  man  in  the  world  ', 

Balzac.  30,  Jan.  5iV, 

1  6i9,  Trn^y  &c. 


To  the  fame- 


Let.  XLIV. 

CMJ ,  I  ar:  (ever  this  moneth^  confined  to  my  bed ,  where  I  re^ 
*-^ceived  your  Letter  directed  fromKwx.  To  read  there  the  conti- 
nuation of  your  ficknefi,  could  not  (you  muft  think)  be  any  afifwag^- 
mentof  mine.  I  beftow  a  thoufand  curfes  up«n  the  waters  of  Fir^ffy 
for  impairing  your  health.  Pr«fer(/M5  hath  not  been  more  liberal!,  or 
beftowed  more  upon  the  Bm  that  killed  Jngupus  his  Nephew.  But 
at  main  difference  is,  that  thit  man  was  a  Pcttf  and  did  but  aft  grief; 
but  I  am  truly  affliAed  i  and  true  friendfhip  doth  really  faffer  more 
then  flittcry  can  perfonate-  I  am  very  forry  that  — -^  hath  not  de- 
meaned himfelf  towards  you  fo  well  as  he  fhould  have  done  j  and  if 
you  haVe  refolved  upon  his  ruine,  I  do  not  mean  to  ftep  in  between 
him  and  it,  and  undertake  his  protcdion*  I  do  ever  fide  with  all  your 
paffions  wirhout  premeditation  *,  and  that  man  that  doth  not  pleafc 
you,  hath  no  allurements  fp  powerful,  ai  can  render  him  pleating  to 
me:  neverthelellc,  if  this  mans  offence  were  t/«iw/,  and  yoar  yunice 
could  be  fatisfied  ;  I  would  adventure  to  beg  his  pardon,  and  would 
become  his  furety,  thathcftionldwilliijgly  undergoe  all  thepnnifti- 
•ments  that  you  would  inflift  upon  hira,  to  regain  your  favor.  There 
arc  fome  balmelfcs  between  us,  that  force  me  to  dtffemble  a  little,and 
do  not  permit  an  apparent  runurt^  if  there  come  nor  from  you  an  CK* 
pref"  cr -^er  to  the  comrrary    Bar  being  once  freed  out  of  this  furraoi^ 

■  if 
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if  he  be  fo  unlucky  ii  to  cftiend  you  again,  I  declare  unto  you  that  j^ 
do  even  now  renounce  him  j  and  1  had  father  forget  my  obligation* 
to  him,  ihcn  to  carry  aftVftions  repugnant  to  yours.  Your  Ctulen  ia 
too  generous  to  oblige  (fo  nobly)  a  man  whcm  he  never  knew  »  and 
I  had  rather  believe,  that  his  eftcem  of  me ,  is  but  the  confcqucnce  of 
your  love,  then  to  imagine  it  to  be  an  apprehenfion  of  any  merit  in 
»e.  I  do  purpofe  a  voyage  beyond  the  Seas  the  next  year  j  If  I  take 
(hip  at  Diept^u  I  hope  to  doj  1  (ball  not  fail  to  go  and  kiflc  Hu  hands 
at  Run  i  and  to  make  him  fee  that  the  ««ii/?»r,  that  Fstber  Goulu 
fpeaksofjisatameBeaft,  (atleaft;  and  capable  of  knowledge  If  I 
did  exceedingly  rejoyce  at  the  news,  when  a  dniithtp  waibtftowed 
■pon  you,  I  forgot  how  far  this  D/|*«;  was  below  your  deferts.  It 
fufficeth  me,  that  /  give  you  fome  uftimony  that  1  am  not  forry  foi  itj 
and  that  I  confider  it  (as  in  the  croud)  among  other  Benefices  that 
fhall  fall  upon  you  i  knowing  that  feme  few  mens  lives  (rhat  be  not 
fetdtad)  arethe  onely  obftaclcs  to  your  J'irrtwri*  I  expeft  by  the 
rft  Fift,  fome  better  news  concerning  your  health,  and  ever  remain 
with  all  my  foul 


I 


Balzac.  lo  May 

Sir, 

Ytur  e'e. 

to  the  fame* 
Let.  XLV. 

C I R,  Your  UdMtfigt  did  give  me  exceeding  content ,  and 
•^though  I  am  well  alTured  of  your  affcftion  towards  me,  yet  I  take 
a  lingular  delight  to  read  in  your  Letters  that  you  love  me*  Thcfe  bo 
words,  whore)^iiX»^«?M;tiaBC  cannot  weare  away ',  and  which  will  be 
as  pleafiint  to  me  many  years  hence,  as  when  they  weie  fii  ft  fpoken.  I 
am  (indeed)  ravifhed  with  your  laft  PrgtefiMtions :  But  I  rejoyce  with 
yoH  the  rather,  for  tfie  felicity  of  this  ntw  age,  iinee  you  are  in  part 

the  caufe  of  it,  and  that  by  your  fuggeftions,  ai«f/?r«tr -doth 

purpofe  to  allot  a  confiderable  Ttntmtnt  of  lands  for  the  relief  of 
poor  and  difconfolate  Mn/tt.  We  fhall  fee  this  year  Sovxeti  and  Odes, 
and  €leiw  enough.  The  JlmMttli  doth  promife  wonderful  plenty, 
and  fttrtuilfuf  muft  not  yield  Icffc  then  it  did  under  the  ?onuficttt  of 
Ito  the  Ttmb.  For  you  Sir^  if  you  believe  me,  you  fhall  never  take 
pen  in  hand  again,  but  in  cafe  of  neccfTuy,  and  oncly  that  commerce 
py  nop  decay.    Hitherto  you  hive  been  a  H§ritt ,    now  yon 
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aie  4  Mectn4t ;  and  if  vre  do  not  celebrate  you  Ceveric  ScribUr  of  ut) 
aad  addrcfTe  our  H^oTl{h  both  in  profe  and  f  erfc  to  you,  you  have  juft 
ciufe  to  indid  us  of  ingratitude.  For  my  part,  I  would  willinglic 
both  live  anddic  under  your  patronage  *,  and  1  do  provide  an  oration 
for  you  in  gtntri  demtnflrdtivi  >  wherein  (at  the  fir  ft  falucc)  I  (hall  t- 
Aonifli  the  world  w/th  this  great  prodigie.  Thit  }iu  art  both  i  eomfle4t 
Cemtier^  and  A  ptrftd  frund.  Since  you  would  abfolutely  have  it  fo, 
that  I  come  to  ?ayU^  it  is  to  you,  that  1  fhall  make  my  mol\  frequent 
rcforts  to  do  ray  refpcfts  j  and  it  is  in  your  QAhintt  that  I  fhall   (  by 
your  good  leave)  redeem  the  time  which  I  have  loft  in  the  Coentricy. 
b'jt  wc  muft  give  place  (2  while)  to  the  anger  oifltrmini  fove  j  or  to 
fpcak  the  language  o(  men,  we  muft  permit  it  to  rain  and  freeze  in 
Betftfi ',  and  not  go  to  ©Htbrave  the  moneth  of  FebruMry*  I  have  no 
^reat  need  to  die  out  of  too  much  daring.  My  health  is  ftill  verie  in- 
frrm  and  unconftantj  and  if  I  did  not  take  incredible  care,  (I  fay 
nor  to  preferve  my  perfon,  but  onelie  to  continue  my  flccp><^  you  had 
!oft  me  a  great  while  (ince.  Since  1  am  whoUic  yours ,  you  will  allow 
me  the  ufe  of  this  word,  and  take  it  not  ill,  that  I  reckon  my  felfc  in 
the  number  of  thofe  things,  that  are  not  to  you  indifferent.  Tou  have 

infinitelie  obliged  me  in  affuring  Monftttr  the  C9Hnt  of of  the 

continuance  of  my  Zealand  fidelities  I  have  made  him  fo  eminent  and 
publick  a  mt^kf,  that  as  I  can  never  recant  it,  fo  can  he  never  fufpeft 
it.  I  omit  a  thoufand  things  that  I  fhould  tell  you  of:  but  this  will  be 
jmployment  for  the  next  week :  and  I  am  forced  to  conclude  that  I 
Am 

Balzac  TO. Feb.  Sir, 

153a.  Ttur&c» 


» 


SI  R ,  Either  1  have  not  well  interpreted  my  felfc,  or  Matfitwf  de 
hath  not  well  uuderftood  me.  1  do  ever  value  the  me^ 

rits  oiMidtm  dc  Aii%xiUY^  and  if  it  muft  be,  that  I  muft  (by  a  fecond 
a<a)  coafirm  that  tcftimonie  which  j  have  given  of  her,  ]  am  readic 
to  declare  my  felf  anew,  and  to  commend  once  more  a  Lady  that  is 

fo 
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io  pnlft^Wtftby,  It  is  truci  that  for  the  intereft  of  her  honor,  it  will  be 
fomcihtDg  material,  10 underhand  the  caufcthat  made  my  intentions 
to  be  mifconnruedy  and  that  I  lead  you  to  the  veric  fource  of  this 
jealoufie  9  whereat,  it  fecmcd  to  certain  Cvynlicrs^  my  friends,  that  J 
didtoonruch  approve  of  her  Angular  humor,  «nd  frequent  rciirings, 
one  of  the  nooft  eloquent  of  them  tookafancic  to  publifh  his  difltke 
in  this  point  j  and  to  write  a  reproachful  Lmtr  unto  rac  in  ?he  name 
(as  he  faith)  of  the  whole  Ctrp^mtm  ofbonefi  mtn.  Wherein  he  pro- 
clairocs  open  warre  again(\  me  in  their  name,  as  though  I  had  con> 
fpired  again(\  fdir  Sttitty  j  and  calls  me  the  Ctmmon  tntmy  -,  ibt  mi' 
verfilij  julous »««,  xhcTymnt  to  both  fcxcs.  He  doth  imagine  that  ic 
is  my  intent  to  (hut  up  in  prifon  all  fair  and  delegable  things,  for  ro 
punifh curious  eyes*  Hectics  out,    that   I   would  fain  abrogate  the 
fwccteft  lawesof  this  Rw/wtand  bring  in  the  crueltie  of  that  cuftom 
in  SpMiu,  where  honcft  women  are  mcwd  up  in  C^ges,   and   honclt 
men  adore  but  doors  and  windowcs.  From  Madrid,  he  pilfcih  toCo»- 
ftintihopltfZnd  tells  me  in  a  great  rage,  tiiat  lam  good  ior  nothing  but 
to  be  a  Counceller  of  the  great  TMri{ ,  for  to  advifc  him  ro  raifc  the 
walls  of  the  Sir»glJ§  higher,  and  to  double  the  Guard  of  the  Sulana  ^ 
Then  he  doth  accnfe  me  for  a  thoufsnd  mifchief*,  and  rakes  me  for 
Hiaithat  invented  the  iron  grates,  the  lockt  the  vails  and  maskcs:  and 
for  the  author  of  all  thofc  things  thatoppofc  his  intrufion  zndfuuiy 
curiofitic.     Infomuch    that    he    imagines     that    I   muft  render 
him   a   reafon   of  the  {tcrtti  and  difficulties  of  all  riddles ;  of  the 
darknefs  of  all  ancient  Orjflrj-,  of  the  ^i'e^jrjw  of  P.^'/f,  and  of  the 
Mydtriti  o( iW  Rtiigiom.  To  make  aniwer  to  farre  lelTe  then  this,  it 
behoved  me  toftudiealong  i<fo/o§fr  •,  and  (as  ill  luck  wa»)  when  1 
received  hit  Letter,  I  was  not  in  the  humor  of  making  Books.  Whcrc- 
ferc  S/Tj  I  profeflc  to  you  trulie,  I  chofe  rarhcr  to  yield  then  defend 
my  felf€,and  abandon  wyMiximt  ro  \hc  vtrbofiiy  of  my  good  friend, 
rather  then  maintain  them  with  the  txpinct  of  fo  many  words  at  he 
did  plic  them  with  ;   But  if  J  be  not  deceived,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
dift'erence between  my  Miximi  and  the  praifes  of  CMiiamci*  An^uitsT', 
and  he  muft  rake  heed  of  confounding  in  the  dcilgn  that  J  have^  that 
which  I  have  diftinguifhcd  in  the  Letter  which  I  wrote  unto  Htr,  To 
fay  that  Sht  is  one  of  the  Ptrff£tioni  of  the  world ,  is  an  immoveaMc 
truth,  for  which  I  would  fight  all  my  life  time :  But  to  fay  rhat  fuch 
Perftilim  muft  be  fequeftered  from  the  eyes  of  men,  is  CI  fuppofe)  a 
prglnmuUiU  opinion ^  whicli  I  may  revoke  without  prejudice  to  my 
own  conQancie,  or  to  the  worth  of  thefc  Peffi^ims.  But  on  the  con- 
traries moii  will  be  apt  to  believe,  that  this  will  be  fufficient  amends, 
and  joft  faiisfa6ion  for  the  injarie  I  did  them,  in  condemning  them 
to  folicudc  §pi  retircdndfe  s  tnd  will  call  it  their  revoking  from  tmft 

ir4 
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and  rekafing  out  of  bondage.  Thus  Sir^  I  prefcrve  ftlll  my  firft&V/Si^v; 
tad  my  consmendacions  remain  whole  and  incire  among  the  ruincs  o£ 
nyMMxlmS'  Nay  out  of  their  demolitions,  Tropbhs  might  be  ercfted 
to  the  honor  of  Mtdtm  d'  AHiuitur^  and  a  Tbuter  built ,  where  fhc 
might  be  gazed  upon.by  ihofe  that  can  but  divine  &  gucfle  at  Hr^and 
that  the  Dtf^rt  might  no  longer  have  fuch  advantage  over  the  City. 
This  is  not  then  to  rebel  againft  her  f^trtues,  but  to  wi(b  Her  a  more 
fpaciousEwpJff,  and  a  greater  number  of  Subjcfts  then  Sbt  hath  had,^ 
nor  to  go  about  to  eclipfe  her  light,  but  to  adjudge,  that  She  fhould 
iffue  forth  out  of  (he  Clouds,  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  yn^ 
virfi.  I  pitty  thofe  CmVj^i  that  take  it  other  wife  \  and  am  forry  that 

Monfitur is  fallen  upon  a  thought  fo  far  diftant  from  mine   He 

might  have  underftood  me  well  enough,  without  putting  me  to  the 
pains  of  interpreting  my  felf  •,  and  might  have  feen  (moreover^  that 
though  in  this  occafion  I  would  not  at  allconfider  the  interefts  of 
another,  yet  I  (hould  have  confidered  my  own  at  Icaft.  Doth  he  ima- 
gine that  I  could  have  been  perfwaded  to  fpoll  at  qno  difti,  one  of 
the  dearcft  iffuesof  my  brain?  and  to  bereave  my  fclfeof  the  acknow* 
ledgements  of  one  of  the  grcatcft  Perfonaget  of  the  world ,  who 
thinks  her  felfe  in  fome  mcafure  beholding  unto  me  ?  I  am  no  fuch  c- 
ncmy  to  my  felf,  or  fo  prodigal  of  the  good  that  I  have  acquired.  I 
do  not  mean  to  t hrowe  dirt  upon  that  piece,  where  I  have  beftowcd 
fo  many  and  fo  rich  colours  5  and  believe  not  yon,  that  I  would  have 
razed  out  (being  thereunto  intreated  by  none)  thofe  words  that  did 
no  way  miflike  me  •,  you  that  know  how  Htliodwus  denied  to  do  the 
like,  though  earneftly  folicited  thereunto,by  a  whole  Councel.  If  yoa 
do  me  the  honor  as  to  make  a  jouraey  to  morrow  to  »</c^«c,  1  will 
tell  you  more  v  though  ncgociating  with  an  underftanding  fo  ferene 
asyoun,  Ithink  I  havefpoken  enough  already  concerning  it*  This 
is  * 

»  Balzac.  i<. March  S/r, 

1637.  Toifft^e. 


'to  Monfieur  Chapdain. 
Let.  XLVII. 


CiRt  I  ana  newly  ont  of  i  fie  of  an  •^gui*  and  though  the  fluking 
^and  toiTi  ig  be  paft,  yet  it  is  «ot  yet  calm.  My  head  is  f*  nimbed, 
and  deafncd  with  yc(^erdayes  tcmpeft^  that  I  am  for  no  rcafoMble 
ufe  i  and  in  the  cfUtc  th»i  I  im>  I  itB  RQt  fit  for  »ny  focicty*  Neter- 

thdeffi, 
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thelcfs,  there  ii  no  wiy  to  put  oif  fo  juft  an  office  as  this  to  another 
time,  and  (thoDfih  with  hazard  of  incongruities  ,  and  oifending  a« 
gainftGr«MiMrrliuU^)  you  muft  rccciTC  from  mc  thcfc  three  or  four 
ragged  lines;  You  have  obligations  upon  me,  both  new  and  old, 
which  cannot  by  me  be  fuflicienrly  acknowledged.  I  am  afhamed  to 
be  beloved  fo  much^  and  defervc  it  fo  little  i  and  if  you  be  not  con- 
tented with  an  honef^  heart, '  can  offer  you  nothing  worthy  (o  nobit 
and  pure  affc^ion  as  yours.  The  laft  Letter  which  you  did  me  the 
faonor  to  write  unto  me,  hath  given  proof  thereof  beyond  all  quef^i* 
onj  and/ have  kifl  each  line  thereof  as  fo  many  traces  or  foot-(\eps 
Cf  the  goldtH /lift  and  fo  many  Pt^ifrri  of  the  fincerity  of  the  old 
Wo>ld.  Your  counfels  are  moft  wife  and  loyal »  and  /would  molt 
pun^ually  render  them  obedience,  if  /  were  in  cafe  to  do  it.  But  be* 
fides  that  it  is  impoifible  to  appeafe  and  conjure  down  Envj^  and  thac 
I  am  too  weak  to  grapple  with  it :  Th)lami  do  prohibit  all  f^ady  and 
Jaborofthefpirirs  9  and  tell  me,  that  /  cannot  meditate  one  half 
hower,  without  running  the  hazard  of  never  meditatinf;  more.  So 
that  Sir,  it  is  more  eypcdient  that  my  caufc  fhould  perifti  then  V,  and 
that  /  fhould  be  beaten  at  PgrU  in  my  abfcnce,  then  that  /  (hou'd  die 
herein  perfon.  You  wll  (no  doubt)  be  of  my  opinion,  and  fince  the 
occaHon  (which  is  prefenred)  of  dying,  is  none  of  the  mof^  glcrious  : 
you  will  not  take  ic  amiflc  if  /  make  fome  more  ufe  yet  of  my  life^  to 
be 
Balzac.  |o.  Jan.  Sir, 

163  a.  Ttur&t, 


To  the  fame 


Let.  XLVIIL 


C/  Ri  You  do  wrong  to  that  r*ffl$n  or  regard  which  I  bear  toward* 
^yoi,  to  call  It  Civi/itj:  it  defcrves  a  better  name  then  that  -,  and 
wc  are  not  acquainted  in  the  Countrey  with  thofc  vcrtucs ,  countc- 
xaneeand  fhew.  I  deal  very  ferioufly  with  my  friends ,  aad  /  fpeak 
nothing  but  what  I  mean  to  make  good  •,  and  by  the  principles  of 
ancient  ?hilofopbjy  I  do  think  that  a  Compltmnt  doth  as  much  obliege 
roe  as  a  Cgntrnh.  Think  not  then  that  1  deal  with  you  out  of  Ctmmtm 
p\itti  :  they  are  the  true  motions  of  my  foul,  which  1  fhcw  you ,  and 
if  J  could  exhibits  my  very  foul,  yoo  would  confefs,  that  the  cxprelli- 
on$  of  my  tongue  arc  iu  inferior   to  the  fdtti  by  the  vhich  ihey 


ff  V 
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were  framed.  It  is  you  alone  S/r,  that  can  concent  thofe  that  demand 
iatisfaftion,  aud  make  my  intcrefts  even  whit  plcafe  you.  I  have  nei- 
ther I'Mny  noreif^ian  when  1  fee  the  bent  of  your  defi re.  Teare, 
burn,  fcatcer  the  afhes  of  my  book?  in  the  wind  j  I  do  fubmit  them 
ro  all  the  rigor  of  your  juftice  j  Tjbi  in  we,  mtaq^  £Wnt  amborhm  efta. 
Tou  are  no  more  my  Cou^ctUor  but  my  SoviYnigny  and  by  confe- 
quence,deal  not  with  me  by  Arguments  and  Remonftrances^but  im- 
pofc  Lawes  upon  me ,  and  prefcribe  Commands.  Tou  fhall  never 
finde  a  more  docile  and  fupple  nature  then  mine,  no  not  if  you  were 
to  feek  in  ^p*i  thttConnttcy  of  per ftil  SUvti*  Ncverthcleffc,  1 
think  that  my  humility  will  no:  take  oft  the  edge  of  petfccution,but 
on  the  contrary,  it  will  makemyadverfaries  to  fwcll  and  grow  info- 
Jcnt:  Bat  1  have  comforti  ready  af  hand  againft  all  the  ill  fortunes 
which  I  cxpeft.  Jn  this,  ]  defire  oncly  the  glory  of  obeying  you.  It. 
is  enoygh  for  me  that  J  have  fhewcd  that  friendfhip  can  do  more, 
with  me,  then  TyrMtiy,  and  J  would  acknowledge  your  jurisdidion> 
when  J  might  decline  all  other*  ]  am 

Balzac.2o.  July. .  Sify 

I  6  J  2>,  Ytur  &e» 


7^0  the  fame 

Let.  XLIX. 

Si  R  ,  Hitherto  I  hive  beheld  (without  difturbancc)  all  the  af- 
faulcsofmy  enemies ;  and  they  have  bm  fcrarchc  fome  lines  of 
my  books,  and  at  moft  have  called  to  qucftion  fome  things  of  fmall 
confcqjence.  But  now  that  they  wound  me  in  the  cendcreft  part  of 
ihy  heart,  I  profefs  to  you,  I  begin  to  have  fome  rcfentment.  I  cannot 
forgive  them  the  injury  they  have  done  me,  to  raife  jealoulk*,  and 
make  a  breach  between  us  two.  And  J  have  conceived  fach  indigna- 
tion againft  this  impofture,  that  it  is  impoffiblc  7  fhould  write  unto 
youfobcrly  and  moderately,  if  J  do  not  exercife  vindicative  juftice» 
there  is  no  reafon  I  fhomid  defircit.  That  which  doth  moft  of  all 
trouble  me  is,  that  I  do  run  after  a  Ftaufrnt ,  and  that  I  know  Bot 
whom  ro  lay  hold  upon.  And  truly,  if  there  were  any  means  todif- 
cover  this  honeft  Stirettry  that  was  bcftowed  on  me  without  my 
knowledge,  I  think  it  wcr€  very  juft  to  pay  hi«  hii  wjgc  s.  However, 

here 
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here  is  a  nun  that  would  j^rain  a  name  by  fuch  an  occafion ;  and  doM 
pronounce  3gainft  him  that  rcrriblc  Artcft.  Lignoptrct  ^fti  f/tmkm 
ijendielii.  The  e  men  fli^uld  be  made  an  tX4mple  i  .iod  whereof  a  ci- 
vil Siciuj ought  (O br  q  icky  purgrd.  They  are  the mr.tt dangerous 
Thtfufs  oiiW,  ihitrobusofnu  fiends :  which  be  (i#rdJ,  that  fhould 
remain  r»;^j,  after  the  lofle  of  alio.  her.  I  confeA,  that  I  have  many 
infirmities,  and  am  fubjcft  to  erre  a  thoufand  wayes,  but  I  am  not  ca- 
pable of  an  offence  of  tha'  high  nature  that  I  im  charged  with  5  and 
the  goodly  Leter  which  you  fciit  me  a  Copy  of,  carries  neither  my 
ftilc  nor  my  GMfUJ  *,  ncvcrthtlers,  your  faith  hath  betrayed  a  weak* 
nefs,  and  you  hafeftaggered  a  little  upon  the  opening  of  rhisfalfe 
Packet.  Aifure  your  fcifSir,  if  I  have  (brfcired  your  good  opinion 
and  favor,  that  i  would  not  outlive  fo  foiart  an  afflidionj  and  you 
may  believe,  that  I  do  n«t  rafhly  hazard  a  thin^  fo  precious  at  that.  I 
make  not  ontly  finceri  y  and  zeal  the  companions  cf  my  friendlbip: 
butdifcretion  alfo  and  refpeft.  The  perfoos  whom  1  lovcare  to  me  at- 
moft  in  the  fame  degree  of  vtntrdtion^  as  thofe  things  which  I  adore  • 
I  approach  them  not  but  with  awe,  wh  ch  acoompanies  Religion;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  I  am  fo  fearful  to  attend  them,  that  ( leaft  I  fhould 
diftift  them  wi:h  my  fullenncfs)  I  do  force  and  fain  fmilcs  when  I  am 
m-ft  hd.  You  (hall  knovv  more  of  this  in  the  progreflc  of  my  lifcjand 
avouch  that  I  know  how  to  praftife  thofe  wja:  m/,  which  I  hold ,  and 
approve  my  felfe,  with  courage  and  conftancy. 
Balzac,  i.  March  Sir 


'Xo  the  fame 


Let.  L. 

C  //?  I  Since  I  have  arrived  here,  I  have  received  the  Letter,  whitfa 
^youdid  me  the  honor  to  write  uato  me*,  which  u,  a  continuation 
of  yonr  courtefies  and  bounty  ,  and  anenterance  upon  a  commerce^ 
vrhere  I  muft  take  all,  and  you  give  all  While  I  cxped  to  make  be^ 
nefit  of  your  Pr#/if,  1  feaft  upon  your  verfts ,  which  hare  difreiilhc  all 
that  I  took  for  excellent  before.  I  nevei  faw  hildnefs  mm  difcreet^con^ 
ran  better  mtintmetlt  or  fwtttiufs  h[f'  rfftmntut.  Thcfe  are  Sir ,  vroz* 
thy  Hirbixiers  o(  your  T>jmftlf  But  you  do  her  wrong  to  feem  to 
doubt  of  her  good  FMtt,  and  do  not  believe  ihtiufpitiom  omens  tbac 
appeared  at  her  /faWw/y,  which  promife  long  life.  If  you  havepati- 
«iicccnoB£h  CO  confummate  thi»  work,  all  the  rtft  ii  (uftcicnt ;  your 
-  Fff  naf 


W^f 
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nsrural  wit  h  ftroflg  «nd  pregnant  <  you  have  the  perfeftioa  oi4Hi% 
your  C«bmt  is  a  (Maii-K^n  of  O  namcnts    and  riches,   to  adorn  the 
Skhj  St.  What  more  is  wanting  to  you  f  Be  not  nice  any  longer:  you 
p.re  condemned  to  go  forward  with  it,  except  you  reea»  to  quit  one 
pafTion  for  another,  and  abandon  Vetttr  for  the  P«tniclis ;  wherein  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  I  believe  you  will  prove  admirable.  I  am  of  your 
opinion,  that  i  $00  verfes  at  one  breath  go  farre  *,  and  that  it  would 
not  he  amiflic,    to  fee  mor  e  reafcnable  bounds  to  every  Book.  But 
touching  all  this,  you  may  confult  with  yidn  iSf  Francidtms ;  and  if 
thry  be  not  of  the  fame  opinioDj  ScdHier  may  be  the  fupernumerary. 
Our  Do^or  faith,  that  he  hath  not  fo  much  need  of  counfel  as  of  aid, 
and  fmcc  things  paft J  fail  not  under  deliberation,  itis  notimenow,to 
know  whether  he  hath  err'd  j  he  dcfires  you  only  to  teach  him  how 
to  deny  it  with  fomc  fair  probability,  to    perfwadc  the  people  that 
Ptrlclts  is  Koc  fallen,    though    the  people  faw  it-  For  my  parr,  I  am 
confident  of  the  good  fuccefsof  all  your  entcrprifes.  Having   found 
the  bel  mmvo  in  favor  of  the  Poet  Mmm,  there  ii  no  fuch  Monfter 
which  you  cannot  fhape  and  make  handfom;  and  wirhout  doubt,  yoa 
have  fuch  precious  O^/f)  that  one  drop  thereof  is  fufficient  to  blanch 
TiOdoom  It  is 
Balzac.  i.Aug.  5;V, 


iT*  tkefi, 


ante- 


Let.  LI. 

5/  2? ,  My  filcnce  is  not  the  effeft  of  {Imth  •,  and  you  may  believe 
that  it  is  againft  my  will  that  I  deprive  my  feif  of  tlie  contentment 
thaci  took  in  entertaining  you.   The  reafons  that  obliged  me  to  fi- 
lencr,  were  more  juf^  chen  I  wiftic  they  had  been  j  and  a  troublefom 
7>ifitxion  which  fell  upon  my  eyes,  hath  failed  to  charge  you  with  s 
blind  friend  :  For  in  that  cafe,!  think  you  could  not  have  chofen  but 
to  have  been  my  Guid  *,  and  I  did  already  make  account  to  Ica'/n  to^ 
flag,  that  I  mij^ht  chant  your  Pom.  Bur  (by  the  great  mercy  of  God) 
1  recovered  my  eye  fight  yeflcrday  v  and  you  are  freed  from  the  ftd 
office,  which  mv  diftrcffedF«i^t«w  might  have  icquired  from  your 
good  namre.  Now  rhar  I  do  fpcak,  and  do  not  rattle  in  the  throat*  t 
TOuft  give  you  an  account  of  the  voyage  that  I  made  9  and  I  muft  tclt 
you   with  as    much   ceremony  and    eloquence    as  heretofore, 
sbjic  I  have  been   to  mcec  the   Court    4S    farre  as  Cidiflm* 
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I  had  the  honor  there,  to  do  my  rtfft^t  to  my  Lard  — .  But  hii  ficlc 
ncfs  that  took  hira  ihe  very  d-y  chat  he  arrived  thither  >  and  tr.inc-, 
which  would  wait  no  longer  to  attach  me,  did  fotcc  me  to  \&kt  ny 
way  back  to  my  V  llage,  v^hejc  I  found  ycur  Mifijges,  and  my  Gol- 
fers. I  render  y  u  once  more,  nioft  humble  thanks  for  the  cai  c  y  ^a 
took  to  keep  them  for  me  •,  andfince  you  aic  p  eafcd  that  1  nakc 
ufcof  you,  with  fuch  f<imiliarity,  you  muft  permit  my  thankful  ac- 
knowledgement theicof.  Thencwcsyou  wrote  unto  me,  concerning 

theficknefs  of wai  told  mcar  Bo> d'ikJf ^whcn  I  was  there,  and 

I  fwcar  unto  ycu)  I  have  not  flcpt  a  g03cl  ficep  fincc.  Th-s  is  as  good 
a  man  as  ever  I  was  acquainsed  with,  and  I  do  mainly  eftccm  him  i 
becaufc  I  know  him  to  the  very  licarr,  where  (  without  fainins  )  i 
have  found  nothing  but  wliac  wa  noMc,  and  (I  daie  fpeak  ir^  nmina- 
mm'^Hi^  I  know  that  hi j  out  fide  hath  bcrn  difpleafing  'o  tiany  j  But 
men  muft  not  alwaye'.  bt  judged  {y  the  lineamenibof  the  face  ',  and 
that  avcrfation  iiunjuft,  which  fpringsncly  out  of  dctormity.  Ido 
much  wonder  (hit two  words  which  I  have  written  to  my  ^mtio^if^ 
being  halfafiieep,are  flown  out  of  his  fhop  already.  I  alfure  yen  I 

am  no nor  do  nor  nfc  (o  put  en  (cvCi  ity  in  reading  thcfc  kin-is 

oiRtUtmn.  But  (in  truth)  this  here  did  give  me  much  conrcn?  5  and 
though  1  meet  with  fen  e  palTages  that  might  be  alrci  ed  without  any 
harm,  and  where  a  decorum  was  not  fo  exaftly  obfcrved  as  ii  might 
have  been  i  never  the  lefs,  Cto  fpeak  in  the  general)  the  invention,  to 
my  thinking,  was  handfomejihc  narration  near  and  fmooth,  and  the 
ftilc  all  favoring  of  the  Court  and  Cabinet.  When  you  h«ve  read  it,  I 
will  thinkof  it,  asyoufliallponounce  the  fcntencc,  In  the  mean 
while,  I  ufe  the  liberty  allowed  in  points  not  yet  decided;  and  the 
inttrimy  that  you  are  too  good  to  agree  with  me,  until  you  have  made 
the  truth  mamfeft  unto  me.  For  the  Dutch  OrRto^,  remembered  (at 
Icaftwifej  that  I  fpake  nothing  but  touching  his  phrafe,  for  I  do  infi- 
nitely eftcem  his  learning  and  judgement  Be  pieafed  therefore  to 
manage  this  petty  fecret  accordiug  to  your  ordinary  prudence :  finc^ 
I  am  fo  unfortanatc,  that  1  cannot  utter  one  word,  but  it  will  (\raight 
finde  Grange  Gloffes  and  Commenraries,  and  that  there  be  people  fo 
charitable,  as  to  Hit  up  warre  againft  me,  and  create  me  enemies  in  all 
parts  of  the   world.  I  have  never  received  the   htiiti  oi  MoKpeur 

di ' neither,  did  I  need  them  to  affure  me  of  his  love.  I  know  that 

he  is  good  and  noble  i  wherefore  relying  hereupon,  it  fufficcth  me  to 
underftand  that  he  is  well  •,  and  it  is  not  materiAJ  to  me,  whether  I 
learn  this  from  him  or  from  you-  I  forgo r  to  tell  you  that  ]  received 

from    Monfiiur  tbt   DUi^  of  many    carcffes  and   favors  \ 

he  hath  ufcd  me  like  fome  great  PerfrntMH ,  or  mighty 
9'ffm  s  and  ]  hayc  been  bis  Fnmtt  the  fpacc  of  four  daycf* 

F  f  f  2  J 
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I  dtfirc  no  iror  J,  nor  do  1  labor  to  p  omoce  my  good  fortune  any  fat* 
iter,  I  am  concent  to  bnund  it  Si,,  wiin  ihc  iraUion  ol  your  goodU- 
vor,  2nd  I  am  moft  afttftionatcly 

Balzac.  1.  Dcccmbt  5/r, 

\6i2.  r*ur&c. 


To  the  fame 

Let.  Lll. 

SIR,  I  have  returned  no  anfwfl-  to  your  Letter ,  m 
regard  I  have  been  combrcd  ( larc'y )  with  feme  domc- 
ftick  jffairer,  which  would  allow  me  no  leafurc  to  write ',  it  is  your 
PiiyfgHwty  to  be  able  to  intend  fevcral  things  at  once:  you  ia- 
joy  a  fpirit  fo  ca'me,  that  you  can  read  a  DUhgH.e  in  Flato  ,  and  dif- 
parchadozenburincflcsiOGat  once,  with  a  rcfolve  to  die  anhoure 
af  er.  For  my  parr,  one  ohjcft  i^  enough  toirr.ploy  me,  and  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  reconcile  recreation  and  hufincf^.  That  which  you 
tcU  tr\e  oi M»fip<ur  — — is  true.  The  Letter  which  he  wrote  unto 
mc  is  an  abridj^cmcni  of  all  his  Book^  j  and  I  cannot  return  anfwcr 
to  ir,  though  I  would,  but  by  the  Mclfcnger  that  goes  the  nexc  year 
from  %Avg6Hklnit.  But  though  it  hath  been  told  you,  yet  be  pleafed 
not  to  believe  it,  that  this  Letter  cfl>ndi  me ,  or  that  mine  hath  given 
any  cffcnce.  Onely  upon  occafion  of  one  little  word,  he  took  a  hint  to 
f«;ort  it  after  hit  ordinary  manner,  and  to  make  a  nfw  fhcw  of  hii  old 
manner  of  boordi.ig  We  muft  be  indulgent  to  our  fricudj  mirth,and 
j|ive  way  alitilc  to  their  jolly  humor.  Nay,  a  man  ought  not  to  doc 
his  enemy  all  the  difcourtcfies  he  can  j  and  to  be  very  fenfible  of  a 
wrong,  ij  to  add  weight  and  meafuretoit  Satis  fie  your  felf,  I  pray, 
touching  my  fpirit  by  thcfe  muxims  of  peace  *,  and  fear  not  that  any 
roan  can  raifc  my  paffions  to  an  humor  of  contention-  A  thoufand 
ChtYtels  cannot  tempt  me  to  one  'Duel,  and  I  can  be  more  coward 
then  the  fiot-fpurn  of  the  time?  are  quarrelfome.  I  fear  not  their 
ftrengthnorfubtlety,butIfearmyown  tfonble,  and  I  do  infinitely 
love  my  R  fi  :  Honffur  it  fcife  would  fecm  unmannerly  to  me ,  if  it 
cametodifqutetit.  And  I  would  fain  paffc  for  an /wojiw/i  even  in 
my  own  Frov/xre,  and  my  own  ViUngt.  You  cannot  brlievehotv 
much  I  am  fallen  out  with  the  world,  and  how  d'ftaftful  ^  em  to  my 
felf.  What  wa^  wont  to  tickle  and  pleafe  mc,  hurr*  me.  An  Almanatfi 
SLndznHiflory  I  cfteem  alike-  Thofe  fimplc  termesof  fti^phrafts  arid 
perisd^  arc  fo  harfb  ro  my  ears,  that  they  make  my  head  ake.  If  it  were 
Cods  will,  thai  I  ftio«W  bn  fcntcnced  to  lofc  my  good  ©r  bad  RtpU' 
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tiAon^  I  mould  rcfign  it  (with  all  my  heart;  to  any  that  would  dcfirt: 
it  J  and  I  hive  a  dcfire  to  change  my  name>ihat  /  might  not  any  more 
fharein  any  thing  ihit  is  fpokcn  of  Bal^tc,  nor  inrerciVc  my  (til  c  cHcr 
in  the  praifes  or  difpraifcs  that  arc  bcftowcd  on  him*  Is  not  this  Sir, 
a  pretty  refolution  ?  and  which  I  fhould  long  fincc  have  undertakcu. 
This  is  almoft  the pdrtopliiof  ihat  Phiio/opher^  that  parjently  took  a  bcK 
on  the  care  in  a  publick  place  at  Cgrimh-  He  profcffcd  he  had  a  Hel- 
met toward  future  blowcs,  that  if  any  fhould  chance  to  give  him  2n- 
other  box,  it  might  fall  on  an  iron  f-ce,and  not  his.  Apply  this  how 
youplcafcj  as  for  my  parr,     1   do  bui\iiighizRltaorul(,    and  all 
its  Trepv  j  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  Art,  which  hath  created 
me  fo  many  vexations.  I  am  with  ail  my  ftul 
M*l\€C*  10  Ian.  Slr^ 


'to  the  fame. 
Let.   LIII. 

C/  R ,  God  doth  befci  me  en  all  fides,  and  fends  meaffl  ^ion$  by 
*^  Troopi :  To  comfort  mc  for  the  difcafe  of  Monjitur  di — '^-»  ne»cs 

is  brougiit  mc  of  that  Monprhr  di fo  that  I  begin  to  msk-t  a  con- 

fciencc  to  love  you,  fince  my  friendfhip  is  (  in  a  manner  )  fatal  to 
whomfocver  I  give  il  j  and  ihat/polTcfs  nothing  but  i  lofc  ic  in  a 
moment.  But  there  is  no  need  of  doing  bad  office  >  about  you,  or  to 
affright  you  with  any  tLmt^  whofe  mdgmty  (I  hope)  you  arc  able  to 
cerrcd.  I  palTe  it  over  therefore  to  teil  you,  that  as  long  aj  Mcn/im:-' 

tie was  here,  1  performed  ray  part  vi'nh  wonderful  affiduity,  fo 

thaT  was  aftonifhtatitniy  felfe-  We  have  had  long  and  particular 
difcourfcs  upon  all  good  (ub)cfts,  and  by  confcqucnce,  you  may  be- 
lieve thac  you  have  not  been  forgotrcn  I  never  preach  well,  but 
when  you  arcmy  Texr  As  /  prize  nothing  mere  ju(\ly  ihcn  ycur  love, 
fo  /  praife  nothing  more  willingly  then  your  vertue  j  and  tfcis  fubjcft 
plcafethme  fo  well  that/  never  want  word^,  if  /  do  not  want  Auditors. 
Yet /do  not  pretend  to  engage  you  hereby.  To  reckon  you  in  the 
number  oilKuflrious  men,  is  onely  to  leave  you  in  your  own  feat  j  and 
to  fay  that  the  Dijw/ir^  will  be  your  work,  is  to  fay ,  that  VMas  will 
iffuc  out  of  the  head  of  Jovt,  She  is  at  this  time  the  fwecreft  hope  an  J 
exptdation  of  honeft  Icafure  ;  She  is  the  dcfire  of  the  Qibintt ,  and 
will  be  the  great  Uhm-  of  the  freKch  Mufts.  I  have  threatned  ( tln^ 
long  whilc^  4  voyage  to  f «?«  j  which  /  intend<,d  of  purpofc  to  fee  it^ 

F  f  f  3  and 
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and  I  hope  toTurprife  you  both  together  one  day  when  you  expeft 
me  not.  But  remember  Sir,  that  even  your  purpole  is  9  vo»v*,and  that 
you  canhavenofuchdifpenfaiion,  that  car.  take  away  all  fcruple,  if 
you  have  a  render  coafciencc,  and  vv'ill  believe  fome  Divm$   ( that  L 
cann3mc)concerniflgit.  I  cannot  coneludemy  letter  before  I  ac- 
quaint you,  that  I  am  ravifhed  with  the  good  opinion  yoa  bear  to- 
wards my  N  phiW4  I  afcribe  more  to  your  predidions,  then  to  theoi 
that    make    Horcfiepts  and  cdtuUit  nativities  y  and  the  conjeAurei 
V  hch  your  good  judgement  doth  fuggcft  ,  arc  more  certain  then 
thole  which  rhey  derive  out  of  their  -^rr*  My  Sifier  is  fo  proud  orthe 
teftimony  you  gsve  her,  that  (he  would  have   returned  you  a  Com- 
plemenri  if  fnc  durft  adventure  to  fpeak  to  you.  Bat  her  refpcft  did 
clicck  her  dcllre,  and  1  have  promised  to  CKCufe  iier  filcncc ',  which 
(  1  kiiovr  )  you  wil'  pardon  ,  becaufe  it  will  favc  you  the  pains  to  re- 
ply, we  dciire  Sir,  the  continuation  of  your  good  admonitions  to  this 
j;a!lanr  man  ;  and  doubt  nor,  but  a  glance  or  caftc  of  your  eye  now 
and  then,  will  cdifie him  Riuch.  1  think  you  (hould  confidcc  hiraas 
fcm«  thing  thac  concerns  yon.  For  my  part,  I  make  no  diflFcrence  bc« 
iwctn  yoar  affc^ion  and  tiainc  j  and  I  ^m  without  all  refervation. 
Bai^s.  25  May.  Str, 


T'e  thefame- 


Let.  LIV. 

SIR,  I  know  not  how  to  prefent  my  felf  before  you  *.  though  my 
confcience  doth  acquit  me,  feme  appearances  condemn  me  j  and 
you  fee  my  fault,  but  Know  not  my  aftaircs  *,  I  have  bad  variety  of 
them  ever  ihefe  three  moneths,  which  have  ftrangclyexcicifedme; 
and  whereof  I  am  yet  fo  weary,  that  I  rauft  have  a  great  while  to  re- 
cover my  fclfe.  All  hat  1  can,  is  to  ufe  my  idlcnefs  well,  and  to  make 
fomtthing  of  my  Icarue^  Now  that  I  have  got  it  in  poflcfliGn  again^I 
rnean  not  to  be  d'ffcifed  of  it :  /f  it  be  poflfible,  I  bid  eternal  farcwcl 
to  all  C^niTA^i  9  Tr4nf*^'ms  and  tAc<iHUtnntts»  Thefe  arc  Ornaments 
cf  our  language  svhich  muft  not  (ip  my  opinion)  enter  into  y©ur 
Focms  You  have  more  care  of  the  chaftity  of  yoiar  T>Am[tl^  then  td 
violate  her  wi[h  thefe  villanous  terms-,  and  this  wereof  aKr^JKto 
make  a  firumptt  of  her.  But  I  can  never  obtain  that  fmall  favor  of  yea, 
or  prevail  fo  much  as  to  fee  here  (at  leaft)  the  firft  hundred  verfes  that 
do  conecra  her.  I  d(i  prcfcrve  carefully  ali  thofc  things  that  you  have 

^  fC9^ 
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(€nr,ind  atvcr  produce  them  out  of  my  Ctafuy,  bat  to  impart  them 
totbtitimts.  The  invention  of  your  fiift  ^<^/«»*f/'fc£>^i  is  ingenious. 
OwW  had  fwelled  ap  and  dilated  that  fubjca  which  you  have  contra' 
fted  and  preflcd  together.  But  the  importance  is,  that  in  thu  little, 
you  appear  great ;  and  I  behold  you  intire  in  every  parcel  The  fe- 
cond  part  doth  f  leafe  me  no  levfc  yet  thea  the  fi»ft,  ar:d  I  hold  rhat 
Lw«w/i  happy  that  hath  heaven  for  an  Ampblthuur ,  and  hith  been 
placed  there  by  fuch  a  hand  a:  yours.  You  make  her  jjrrefo  well  and 
tunaMy,  and  her  roaring  is  fo  fwect  aid  melodious  in  your  r«>/fj  thai 

there  is  no  mufick  comparable.   Thofe  of do  not  flow  in  fuch 

numbers.  U^gt^l\  pulchrtut  ipttt^culum  tfl^  &  dfgHius  iCHliierHditiy  vi- 
dm  mbiUm  iUmftrtm,  qusm  miftrumts'  ftbricuttium  /Inn^i  luui  Si^ 
i«i««i.  With  the  lift  letter  1  received  Bf«i6«j  which  you  fcnt  m.c.  In 
truth  he  is  rot  fo  well  polfhed  and  digeftcd  as  thofe  Authors  in  the 

Liburj  oi M^nfieur But  all  li/trr;^  andconfu(ed2s  itib.,  I  can 

alTure  you,  it  likes  mc  infinitely.  I  never  love  luxKfj^  and  am  norhing 
curious  for  gay  eioathes.  The  beauty  of  C hmclu  did  (^\nc  through 
her  raggsj  and  your  Martnt  hath  made  a  Sonnet,  wherein  he  teliw  us, 
how  he  fell  in  love  with  a  canting  Ojjtir.  /  ihank  you  therefore  for 
ViHUi  and  the  Grtcu  (though  ill  attired)  which  I  met  with ,  in  your 
Books,  and  remain 
Balzac  |.  ]uly,  Si, 

1633.  Yjur&c, 


To  the  fame 


Let.  LV. 

S/  J? ,  I  entertain  your  commendations  like  ill  gotten  goods*,  the 
fruition  whereof  is  fwcet,  although  unjuft.  It  is  feme  honor  to 
me  to  have  fo  excellent  a  F/<irffr«rasyouare  ;  and  I  fuffer  my  felf 
willingly,  and  take  a  plcafure  to  be  deceived  by  a  man  that  can  do  it 
fo  neatly.  1  think  (indeed)  that  the  verfes  which  you  havefeen,  arc 
not  bad  in  their  kind  i  but  I  thinkwirhall,  that  this  is  the  fhorreft  of 
all  kinds.  I  durft  notengagemy  felf  in  awi<^#rcarreerej  myftrength 
fcrves  but  for  a  (hort  lugg  y  and  /  walk  at  the  foot  of  your  Pimijj^try 
but  I  (bould  want  breath,  if  I  fhould  attempt  to  mount  the  top.  You 
do  (indeed)  Sir,  bear  the  name  of  a  great  Poet,  and  fucceed  equally 
in  all  forts  of  Verfes ',  and  though  you  fpeak  with  cxtream 
modcfty  of  the  laft  work  which  youfcnt  mc:  I  doc  not 
linde  that  it  owcth  any  thing  to  the  faircft  pieces  that 
yoQ  have  (hewed  us.    There  is   no  ^««^a  that  hach    not  its 

F  f  f  4  par- 
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particular  value;  nor  no  piece  but  is  remarkable  forfomcb?auty. 
But  fhat  which  did  chiefly  rclifh  with  hic  was  the  Prayer  which  you 
dircftro  ^:^-?/o}  and  that  admirable  Mufick,  (which  proceeding  out 
cf  the  GloudO  heals  your  malady  in  a  trice.  Thii  is  not  the  cft:ft  of 
ordinary  Pew:*  j»  •,  it  is  a  fit  of  that  divine  rapture  and  fury,  which 
2*/ li^lurh  acknowledged-,  and  which  the  fifty^ru  werefometimej 
poffeffcd  with.  Send  mt  Inch  P/fVwrs  ofcen,  if  you  would  have  me 
rich  in  my  poverty  •,  and  have  good  company  in  my  folitude.  Bat  a- 
bovc  all,  love  me  well,  it  you  would  have  mc  happy  y  and  affure  your 
fcif,  thac  no  man  in  the  world  it  more  then  I  am 

Balzac.p.Aug.  5/r, 


to  the  fame  ^M*      ■ 
Let.  LVI. 

^ '  /t,  I  know  that  you  love  me,  and  r  know  that  yon  are  in  health* 
but  this  is  not  enough  \  I  muft  Icam  fonurhing  more  concerning 
ir  \  and  you  mult  tell  me  fomenewesof  your  brave  meditations. 
Doth  the  Giric  wage  warre,  or  doth  fhc  keep  at  home  in  the  Coun- 
try wi  h  her  Father  ?  Doth  ClHtln  grow  foft  in  the  embraces  of  the 
fair  'A'j^yies,  br  doth  he  quit  love  for  honor  ?  U  what  ftatc  are  the 
i^i^io^^.gi'g^d  r  Howdcrh  Hire  and  P>ith6?  V Wh^t  do  your  AtbiU 
1. 1  and  AJAx  I  are  you  for  a  battle  or  for  a  fiegc  \ 

Jam  »u»c  mmm  murmure  firnnum    ■  -^ 

Ptrfi/mgis  aurtff  j4m  IUht  (ire}ui: 

Audire  ffj^ingsj  m  videos  Dncts 

Non  indscro  pulvtrt  fo'didoSy  tstt. 
See  qutftions  enough  at  once  ;  but  you  are  net  bound  to  anfwer 
to  them  punflually  j  and  provided,  that  you  fatisfie  mc  in  one  Amtlt^ 
yon  have  to  deal  with  a  man  of  a  fjcile  d  fpofirion,  who  will  nor  be  ri- 
goroi's  for  the  reft.  I  am  now  more  a  Ht^mit  then  ever  •,  and  for  ha- 
ving here  a  little  ^o«r?but  two  daycs  oncly,  I  bad  the  <5Mrg<iw  by  ie 
for  three  weeks  Tranquility  and  filence  Sir,  are  precious  things*,  and 
?f  Epicurus  had  fomc  reafon  to  complain  of  his  very  friends,  tha*  they 
did  break  his  head  with  their  api  hufe  and  acclamations :  whar  mnft 
be  faii  of  thcbawlings  and  cxclatnarions  of  a  mans  enemies?  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  part  of  the  F/>J/<«^iiiM  of  their  times  ?  Thofe  that  write 
are  fubjcft  both  totheoncand  thcotherpeifccution,  Butfor  my 
"  par^ 
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parr,  I  avow  to  you ,  that  hitherto  Ctrnpiimrnti  have  done  me  more 
harm  then  injurici.  lufe  none  towards  you  Sir,  for  fear  you  (hould 
complain  of  me  in  the  fame  manner  •,  and  1  am  content  to  i«ll  )ou» 
that  I  am  without  complcmcnr,  that  is,  intirely 

AnioHltfrnei^Sept, 


to  Monfieur  deSWhon. 
Let.  LVII. 

C I  Ry  You  fhew  a  fort  of  humility  that  is  not  fuffe'rablejand  though 
*^it  be  the  proper  ftilc  of  S Mints  to  talk  of  their  vilencfs,    and   their 
nothingneffc  j  yet  to  rek^  all  tcftimonici  indifferently  ,  that  come 
from  another,  i$  in  niy  opinion  rathci  a  contempt  of  our  Neighbor 
then  a  modeft  conceit  of  our  felvci.  I  jm  no  flatterer,  but  I  prayfe  or 
difprayfe,  according  a»  I  am  perfwaded  of  the  merit  of  things,  or  their 
default ',  and  i(I  talk  often  of  ihe  great  lights  that  you  hare,  whether 
in  a  facred  or  prophanc  Learning  ,   it  is  bccaufe  I  have  been  dazlcd 
therewith*  Your  three  Difcourfts  do  pleafe  me  infinitely  •,  and  I  am 
very  well  pleafed  that  mine  did  not  difpleafe  you*.  B>it  1  am  the  more 
glad  that  you  are  of  my  opinion  touching  the  putting  down  quite  of 
all  Anlwfrsy  KtftttsyDtftnces^  4p§'fgifttind  the  like.  Since  I  have  but 
laughed  at  the  attempts  of  a  ligio?ii  I  do  not  mean  to  complain  of  the 
infolence  of  one  Ottrbine;  A  man  were  better  to  pick  out  an  ene- 
mies, and  this  here  may  fight  all  alone,  if  it  picafe  him :  It  is  not  fit  to 
fhew  anger  againf^  a  man  chat  deferves  pitty  ,  nor  to  Jofe  patience 
upon   an   occafion  fo  obfcure,  that  it  were  hard  tomakcit  appear« 
yx)ufcndmc  no  news  concerning  the  affaires  of  ^t*/f,  and  I  am  very 
defirom  to  hear  fome.  Ic  harh   been  told  me  that  AttnftHf  Mtpitfd 
hath  nor  apprard  in  Fmt'is  ,   though  tMonfi'Hr  dt  NoittUs  be  arrived 
thither.  He  will  (perhaps)  be  f\ayed  a  longer  time    If  it  be  fo,  my  af- 
fe^ion  is  fo  far  ingeuioui,  as  to  torment  my  mind  I  ftand  in  fear  f  for 
hi*  fake)  of  all  the  dangers  both  of  Sea  and  Land.  ]  do  apprehend  at 
once  that  he  is  led  captire  into  Ei^baryy  and  that  the  Sp-iu'trtls  have 
furpriicd  him.  That  which  muft  comfort  me  inthis  diftra^ion  is» 
thic  a  good.fpirit  doth  palfe  undauntedly  through  all  i  and  that  they 
were  the  Potts  (his  PredeccffiriJ  that  made  wings  for  D/e  Woj. How- 
ever you  will  confcfs,  that  it  £!n^rgms  be  carrcnt  among  ihc  Millmuh, 
aad  chat  he  wants  but  zooo.  of  them  for  hi$  ranfom  j  he  hath  where- 
with 
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wth  tofjtisfie  them  without  dammagc  to  hirafclf.  In  troth,  Itrntol- 
licitous  touching  thii  my  dear  friendi  and  you  will  oblige  me,  if  you 
will  be  plcafed  to  fend  me  a  relation  of  his  Advtntmt,  when  you 
fhall  come  to  know  them,  fam 


to  MonfteurGsr^Lrd  Secretary  to  my  Lord  theVuk^of 
Efpernon, 

Let.  LVIIL 

C/iJ,  Hippy  are  thofc  aftions  that  fall  under  your  Ptn  in<\  Hijlirf, 
•^Since  you  do  extol  a  mans  idlenefs,  even  to  the  envy  of  the  world, 
and  To  far,  as  to  propofe  it  for  an  example,  what  will  you  talk  of  the 
life  of  the  Swtelijh  K/ngtind other  Hir^clts  of  onr  age,  if  yoa  will  take 
them  in  hand  i  The  mifchief  i»,  that  thofc  that  have  heard  you  fhall 
fee  me  *,  and  you  hive  fet  me  at  fo  kigh  a  rate,  that  Icannot  hold  af- 
ter it,  but  upon  your  credit,  and  by  my  own  abfence.  If  Mtnfimr  the 

t)u3^  of patfeih  by  Balytt^  the  Uitnd  that  you  have  framed  of 

me,  will  at  firftdafh  lofe  that  probability  that  it  carried ,  and  I  fhall 
be  no  m«re  that  famoiis  Htrmh  that  hath  been  related  and  defcribed 
unto  him  by  an  officious  Impsftur,  In  vain  will  he  feek  among  my  pa- 
pers the  fine  things  that  you  have  promifcd  him  v  and  it  will  re|^enc 
him  (perhap  ;  that  he  turned  out  of  the  Rode,  for  fuch  a  fad  fpcftacle 
that  I  fhall  exhibit  him.  In  any  cafe  Sir,  I  will  prefcnt  my  felf,  and  if 
hitherto  you  have  deceived  him,  yet  yon  fhall  acquit  your  felf  of  the 
name  of  Co-^ner  ywhen  you  fhall  afRire  him  on  my  behalf  of  an  inviola^ 
ble  fidelity,  and  hearty  acknowledgement.  Thefe  are  qualities  which 
Ipoffcfiinafovcraigndcgreei  and  which  I  prefcrve  for  him  in  the 
bottom  of  my  foul.  But  the  paffion  which  I  bear  to  his  Honour,  mufk 
not  be  f\ill  kept  as  a  fecret,  and  I  will  at  length  profefs,  what  I  have 
this  long  while  adored  in  particular  manner.  Do  me  the  favor  as  to 
tell  him  thus  much,  find  believe  wichall,  if  you  pleafe,that  Zam 
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T'o  the  fame- 


Let.  LIX. 

SI  R  ,  I  lore  no  kind  of  quarrelling,  much  leffe  with  my  friends. 
But  it  is  a  thing  worthy  pitty,  thar  a  man  fhould  receive  conti- 
nual wrongs,  and  yet  muft  not  open  his  mouth  to  complain ,  but  he 
(hall  be  ccnfured  for  a  troublefom  and  untoward  fellow.  1  know  the 
eager  fpirit  of  that  ma«  that  fpcaks  (o  loud,  when  my  interefts  arc  in 
agitation.  1  know  he  is  carried  with  the  hot  vapors  that  exhale  from 
thatfiilphury  vein,  which  (you  fay^  lycthabooi  his  heari.But  you  will 
confefle  notwithftanding,  that  the  bottom  of  ihac  heart  is  not  bad.Hii 
Itviflincfi  proceeds  from  a  fair  fpring  •,  and  in  ads  of  friendfhip  an  in- 
undation is  better  thendrouih.  1  forgive  the  irritated  zeal,  inconfi- 
derate  goodncfs,  and  impetuoufnefs  of  a  man  that  cannot  love  with 
moderation.  We  mfift  do  him  fame  right  •,  and  not  hate  his  paffion. 
though  we  approve  it  nof,for  my  part>  I  do  permit  it,  but  not  imploy 
itjand  though  he  tells  me,that  he  hath  a  fierce  Sgtyre  to  come  forth  to 
kill  our  MtQiry  if  he  do  not  fare  himfelf  in  the  little  Cottagejl  give 
him  thanks  for  his  good  will,but  I  defire  hira  to  deliver  the  S^tyrt  into 
my  hand8,&  for  this  purpofe  only,that  none  might  fee  it.Tou  fhal  find 
10  my  packet  fome  latine  compofitUm  that  were  fent  ree,&particularly, 
the  latter  teares  of  S.  Ptter,  which  have  been  commended  unto  you. 
In  my  judgement,(and  I  think  you  will  fubfcribe  to  it)hc  is  too  fubtle, 
and  (hews  too  much  punftuality  in  delineating  a  true  Ptnitt^ft.  Na- 
ture doth  not  fpcak  tha5,»or  its  paflions  either,which  are  theDaugh- 
ters  of  nature,  as  fubtleties  ire  the  wantons  oiArt^  S.  Pettrs  forrow  it 
admirably  well  exprefled  by  Grttius  •,  and  thefe  four  verfes  of  hisy 
which  /  remember,  do  weigh  down  the  400  that  1  have  fent  yoa. 

X^ue  m  risonJit  Ki^H  ?  qva  mteftum  dim 

TdllMm  Uttbri  ?  qu«ero  niirmtm  fpttnm 

Sljfa  miftftlum  vivus ;  Mhi  nullum  vidtns, 

NuUi  yidtndus,  lathrymMs  f§vetm  mtMS* 
Are  not  thefe  worthy  of  the  Htroick  times  and  pureft  Antiquity  ? 
the  reft  of  the  difcourfe  is  animated  with  the  fame  Gtitius  j  and  is  a 
IclTon  for  Or4i0r},that  forrcw  muft  aot  be  eUhirxtt^or  at  leaftwifc  muft 
not  betray  any  fludied  care.  I  leave  your  Br§ther  to  relate  ncwes  $  he 
hath  in  charge  to  inform  you  of  all  occurrenceiy  and  therefore  I  hire 
nothing  to  fay,  but  that  I  am 
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7o  Monfieur  De  la  Mothe  Le  Vayer. 
Lbt.LX. 

O  /  iJ ,  My  fpirits  hjvc  been  fo  dull  and  heavy  thefc  three  dayes, 
•^(hat  it  is  beyond  imagination.  Never  did  any  man  lofc   the  rclifh 
©fall  Booki  and  Arts  as  I  did  j  and  hence  you  may  gather  that  thae 
which  yoa  fcnt  me,  was  very  delicffte »  when  it  procured  an  appetite 
toa  iingui/hin^  man.  You  have  ftiangely  altered  me  in  a  moment : 
aoy  foul  15  tODchcd  to  the  quick  j  and  you   have  made  it  fo  hungry 
after  knowledge,  that  1  have  no  mind  to  any  thing  but  to  your  Pbi/O' 
f^bj.  If  you  wiil  fct  up  a  StU^  I  am  rea  <y  to  ef»ro!e  my  felf ,  at  leaft 
wife,  I  will  fubfcribe  willingly  to  that  franke  Doftrine ,  which  main- 
tains its  liberty  againft  .he  ufurpatioES  oiAnfia  U  y  and  is  contented 
to  acknowledge  lawful  power,  but  not  to  b«  fljvetothc  Ty-Mnny  of 
one  particulirman.  I  fpcak  Sir ,  as  I  believe    Doabtlefs  your  work 
will  lift,  and  to  give  you  your  full  due,  I  muft  give  it  in  your  own  lan- 
guage .*  fo  noble  an  a^  of  the  foul,  i^  not  the  weakeft  argument  we 
haveof  irtimmortalify  j  and  if  a»y  fhall  hereafter  take  «n  hand  th'ii 
fubjed,  he  will  be  beholding  to  you  foe  this  new  argument,   which 
your  modeftjr  would  not  permit  you  ^o  make  ufc  of  Certainly  there 
were  no  reafon  nor  colour,  that  rhc  Oti  (pring  fhould  be  of  a  better 
condition  then  the  Mobtr  j  and  that  thofc  produftions  which  muft 
encounter  time,  and  CO' querF«rf,  fhould   flow  from  a  corruptible 
Principle.  Bat  fincc  I  have  /ped  fo  well  in  my  fii ft  (ollicirations,  I  de- 
frenotto  ftop  there-  This  good  fuccefs  doth  encourage  me  to  re* 
double  them,  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  Lttrntd,  to  begge  yet  more 
works  of  the  fame  vigour.  Though  I  flioald  perform  no  other  Office 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Lurninf,  then  this,  I  were  not  an  unuieful 
member  *,  and  this  will  be  (one  day^  honour  enough  for  me,  when  it 
will  be  faid,that  I  gave  thecounfel  for  thofe  labors  which  you  have 
undertaken.  Acquire  for  me  Sir,  this  reputation,  that  I  nuy  adde  it 
to  that  which  I  would  gladly  ^fervc  all  my  life  timti  which  is  to  be 
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3o  Monfieur  de — ^ 

Let.  LXI. 

SIB,  The  Difcinrfe  which  yoH  did  me  the  honour  to  fend  me,  if 
full  ofan  infinite  number  of  good  things '9  and  none  can  deny 
hut  your  friend  is  both  learned  and  judicious.  Nevcriheler  I  do  not 
think  that  he  will  finde  in  that  place  whither  he  gocth,  thatappioba- 
ticn  which  he  promifcth  to  himfrlf :  1  ihink  that  (  for  his  fpc-kirg 
LMtint  after  the  fr(mh  manner)  his  meaning  is  better  then  his  cypref- 
(lon.  He  is  not  alwayes  fo  regular  as  Z  would  defirc  *)  and  his  words 
do  fomcrimes  do  wrong  to  his  thoughts  True  it  if,  that  in  thefe  times 
we  are  very  nice  and  delicate  in  the  purity  of  cxprefTiOn!.  VVc  can 
brook  no  ftile  that  is  liccntious,bc  it  never  fo  little  j  and  whatfocvcr 
is  not  afrer  the  garbe  of  the  Court  it  accounted  barbarous.  This  is 

not  hat  I  am  <  f  the  opinion  oiMwJtiur  ^9 that  faid  that    the 

good  mans  judgement  could  revcrpaffe  beyond  the  G«>cwrf;  and 
that  he  was  put  into  fuch  a  fright  atS/«;C)that  he  duift  not  adventure 
any  farthcr.VVhen  he  fpake  this,  he  forgot(rurc)that  Mo*f,  de  Pikus, 
^onf.ie  Montfg^tt  and  the  CaYdtnuldt  Ojjit  were  Gifcmn't^  their  folid 
judgeirents  which  are  admired  to  thii  day  over  all  £»*pf ,  do  fuffici- 
ently  refute  that  poor  )tft  which  paffcrh  amon^,  fomc  for  cxceiicnc.  It 
is  certain  that  R(dfoH\i  common  to  al' Countries,  and  confcquently 
isof  that,where  they  (ay  JaifM'Jiai.zi^cW  as  when  ihcy  fay  Ditu  vtut 
ttndufi''  Ic  is  confined  to  no  place,  and  we  may  finde  fubrlcty  among 
the  Swif^rsy  and  ftupidity  among  the  F /««««'««  j  but  indeed,  for 
the  Lsneuiie^  it  is  not  sll  alike  :  without  quc(\ion  in  fome  piac6£,they 
fpeak  better  then  elfewhcre,  and  whereas  a  Courtier  f*i  Rime  did  taft 
fomething  nfPgdui  in  the  Hiftirits  of  Tim  LiviWy  it  i»  not  impoffiblc 
to  obferve  in  the  writings  and  converfations  of  your  mt  n  tome  twClurt 
ci  \ht\i  Prcvinct.  Ever  and  ano»,  you  ftiall  obferve  them  to  let  flip 
youfili  for  voulnJtyftH/ift  for/i/wj?,  confin  mUn^&  it  fuis  tfie  g.  Thtulcu^gy 
which  marre  all  good  fpeech :  and  their  alltxtnt,  dtnusrtnt  M^'Wurtnt, 
have  run  over  their  banks,  and  come  as  far  as  our  Countrey.  The  late 
Mmfeitr  dt  Mn\  htrht  hath  told  me  often  that  he  did  what  pcfDble  he 

could  for  to  corred  the  dialed  of  MinCeut  dt and  purge  it  o£ 

GMJiomfmei  but  could  never  bring  it  about ;  fo  difficult  it  it  to  wipe 
cff  our  natural  trains,  and  utterly  to  weare  out  the  badge  of  our 
jCoQntrcy«  NcvcrtbddTc  for  all  this,  neither  the  Pmvinuji  of  T'nw 
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Liviut,  nor  the  Gafcmfme  of  fomc  of  our  times,  do  hinder  them  from 
being  reputed  Ehqutnt.  And  for  one  petty  fault,  either  of  ufc  or  of 
Grgmmtr,  1  condemn  not  thofe  works  which  in  all  other  re fpcds  >  arc 

excellent.  To  faciific  your  dcfirc,  I  have  fent  by  Afonjim  de the 

Lttttrt  of  M§iiJieMr  Hmfiut,  one  whereof  preceded  my  Dtftrutkn,  the 
other  followed  his  anfwer.  Now  that  I  have  furnifhedyou  with  thcfe 
two  Uttersy  to  entertain  you  a  while  j  be  pleafcd  not  to  take  it  amiffc 
thar  I  take  leave  of  you,  and  all  the  world  for  two  years.  I  am  forbid 
towritcany  thing  for  fo  long  a  time,  and  this  is  an  oath  that  1  have 
taken  by  ?hc  order  of  my  Confeflbr*,  and  upon  good  and  waighiy 
cpnfidcrations.  I  hope  God  will  give  roe  the  grace  to  obfcrve  it. 
■i(C  mihi  (crilnndi  vmtt  Um  dir€  cupido : 
And  you  will  not  (I  am  furc)  tempt  me  to  fin,  and  provoke  me  t© 
break  that  filence  which  I  have  fworn  to.  But  though  you  fhould  fo- 
licite  me  a  thoufand  times,  and  affaolc  me  every  day  in  two  or  three 
Languages,  I  am  rcfolvcd  lo  be  inexorttbltf  and  not  to  be  moved  with 
that  happy  abundance  of  your  words.  If  you  terme  mc  uncivil ,  and 
cxpoftulate  wiih  me  in  the  words  of  your  Poet' 

Vndt  ifldm  memt  nonf^t'ix  cbdru  npulfm  ? 
Htfiet  ab  Hofie  umtn  per  btirbira  vtrhi.  fMluum 
AccipUy  &  SiWemidiis  imtrvenit  mmis  j 
ReiptndeHi  ^  faxa  bminu 
I  will  make  anfwer  with  an  audible  voice  both  to  your  Port  and 
you,  that  Rtlk'ton  muft  fway  Civility, and  that  a  Icflcr  duty  muft  yield 
to  a  greater.  Finally  if  there  be  an  abfolate  neeefTity ,   that  we  have 
fomc  immerte  with  each  otker  j  in   this   cafe,  I  will  chufe  rather  to 
make  a  journey  then  write  a  letter,  and  expofc  my  felf  to  the  haxard 
of  fhipwrack  by  going  f  fee  you,  then  violate  ray  faith  by  writing  to 
you.  a^W/ea  then  until  the  year  of  id?9.  which  we  will  begin   (by 
Gods  grace)  by  the  renewing  of  our  ancient  Tr^fck*  U  is 
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